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Massachusetts State Senator Sal DiDomenico welcomes everyone to the annual St Patrick’s Day
Celebration at the Knights Of Columbus Hall in Charlestown. See Pages 8 and 9 for more photos.

-

L D:‘Domenico'Foundation * .
Annual St. Patrick's Day Celebration
¥ Hosted by %

“ Senaifor Sal O'DiDomenico

X -,
g N

Massachusetts
State Senate
President Karen
Spilka, Senator
Sal DiDomenico,
Treasurer Deb
Goldberg,
Cambridge City
Councilor and
previous Mayor
Denise Simmouns,
and Boston Mayor
Michelle Wu with
help from her i
daughter Mira sing |
the Irish folk song
Wild Rover. '

BHMA restores busts
of George Washington

Special to the Patriot-Bridge

The Bunker Hill Monument
Association (BHMA), Charles-
town’s oldest civic organization, is
proud to commemorate the 250th
anniversary of the End of The Siege
of Boston (1776-2026) and the
founding of our nation with the
restoration of two historic busts of
George Washington, our first Pres-
ident and Commander-in-Chief of
the Continental Army.

These busts represent more
than art; they embody generations
of devotion to the Bunker Hill Bat-
tlefield and the enduring mission
to honor the Patriots who stood
their ground at the first great battle
of the American Revolution.

Founded in 1823 as the
nation’s first monument associa-
tion, BHMA launched a legacy of
remembrance by building the Bun-
ker Hill Monument, the earliest
grand tribute to America’s veter-
ans. For more than two centuries,
the Association has protected this
hallowed ground, safeguarded its
treasures, and kept Charlestown’s
proud place at the heart of our
nation’s story alive for future gen-
erations.

The Association is profoundly

N
COURTESY PHOTO
Dr Jaye Hefner, BHMA Board
member with the bust of George
Washington.

grateful for the steadfast support
of Charlestown residents, local
organizations, and historians who
share its passion for preserving this
remarkable heritage. That sup-
port has been especially meaning-
ful during a period of transition.
In the months leading up to the
250th anniversary of the Battle of
Bunker Hill in June 2025, BHMA’s
office and exhibit space at the Bun-

(BHMA, Pg. 5)

CNC MEETING DATES
CNC General Meeting, Tuesday, April 7, 2026, 7 PM, Knights of

Columbus

The Charlestown Neighborhood Council will hold an in-person
public meeting on Tuesday, April 7, 2026, from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM
at the Knights of Columbus, located at 545 Medford Street, Charles-
town. The agenda will include a presentation by the New England
Revolution and Kevin Bogle, Boston Parks and Recreation, with an
update on Barry Playground. Please bring your questions and neigh-
borhood concerns to the meeting or email us at cnc02129@gmail.com
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ADAM GERAGOSIAN REAL ESTATE @B Adam Geragosian is a real estate broker affiliated with Compass, a

censed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws.

Your Trusted Charlestown Resource.

Adam Geragosian | Senior Advisor | 978.729.1842 | adamg@compass.com | adamgRE.com
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EDITORIAL

CLIMATE NEWS JUST
KEEPS GETTING WORSE

A little while back, we wrote in this space that it seemed likely that
climate change would accelerate even beyond scientists’ worst-case sce-
narios. It was clear -- even to non-scientists such as ourselves -- that
the negative effects on our environment caused by climate change were
creating a positive feedback loop: global warming causes damage, which
In turn causes more warming.

For example, as the tundra in the Arctic regions thaws, it releases
methane and carbon (which had been trapped in the frozen earth for
thousands of years) into the atmosphere, which then makes the planet
even warmer, and thus leads to even faster thawing of the tundra.

Similarly, as the world’s glaciers begin to melt at the poles, this pro-
cess leads to even more warming of the oceans (because the exposed
darker oceans absorb more solar heat), which in turn leads to even more
ice-melt.

In short, it was only common sense, we wrote at the time, that these
positive feedback loops inevitably would speed up the process of climate
change.

Well, last week, amidst the news of a record-warm winter in Colora-
do, the record-shattering heat wave in California, and the record floods
in Hawaii, it was reported that scientists seem to have reached a consen-
sus that climate change is indeed accelerating faster than expected.

Some scientists had predicted that climate change would result in this
sort of crazy weather. We remember a column written by the great New
York Times writer Thomas Friedman almost 20 years ago in which he
interviewed a climate scientist who said that “global warming” (which
was the catchall phrase back then) was a bit of a misnomer.

Rather, Friedman’s expert put another term on it -- “global weirding”
-- to describe how the effects of climate change would pop up in ways
that would prove to be completely beyond what humankind ever had
experienced.

Friedman wrote: “I prefer the term ‘global weirding,” coined by Hunt-
er Lovins, co-founder of the Rocky Mountain Institute, because the rise
in average global temperature is going to lead to all sorts of crazy things
— from hotter heat spells and droughts in some places, to colder cold
spells and more violent storms, more intense flooding, forest fires and
species loss in other places.”

According to last week’s Times, this prediction is exactly what has
come to pass, according to another expert:

“Things are getting really outside of what humans have ever seen,”
said Friederike Otto, a professor of climate science at Imperial College
London. “Almost every part of the world is experiencing these extreme
events.”

This is all bad enough, but there is no indication that the world’s car-
bon emissions, which are responsible for climate change, are declining.
Although carbon emissions in the United States have been flat for the
past 25 years, emissions worldwide have doubled and continue to grow
each and every year, driven by rapid industrialization elsewhere. The
U.S. could become carbon-neutral tomorrow and it would only make a
small dent -- about 16 percent -- in reducing global emissions.

In short, the most recent climate news brings to mind the title of a
1987 song by R.E.M. The song has nothing to do with climate change,
but seems appropriate for what is coming: “It’s the end of the world as
we know it.”

The Independent Newspaper Group reserves the right
to edit letters for space and clarity. We regret that we
cannot publish unsigned letters. Please include your
street and telephone number with your submission.
The Independent Newspaper Group publishes columns,
viewpoints and letters to the editor as a forum for
readers to express their opinions and to encourage
debate. Please note that the opinions expressed are not
necessarily those of The Independent Newspaper Group.
Text or attachments emailed to editor@reverejournal.
com are preferred.

News BRIEFS

USS CONSTITUTION TO
GET UNDERWAY FOR
USS MASSACHUSETTS
COMMISSIONING

USS Constitution is scheduled
to get underway from the Charles-
town Navy Yard, Massachusetts,
on Saturday, March 28, at 8:45
a.m.

This underway is in celebration
of the commissioning of USS Mas-
sachusetts (SSN 798). The U.S.
Navy will commission the future
USS Massachusetts (SSN 798), a
Virginia-class submarine, at the
Black Falcon Cruise Terminal in
Boston, Massachusetts.

Following its return to port, the
ship will be open to the public at
2 p.m.

During the underway, USS
Constitution will render a gun
salute off Conley Terminal, fol-
lowed by a 17-gun salute as it
passes U.S. Coast Guard Sector
Boston, the former site of Edmund
Hartt’s Shipyard, where the ship
was built and launched on Oct.
21,1797.

The underway will be visible
from the Boston Harborwalk,
Black Falcon Cruise Terminal, and
the Charlestown Navy Yard.

USS Constitution is open for
free public visitation Wednesday
through Sunday from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. All guests ages 18 and older
must present a valid state- or fed-
eral-issued photo ID or passport
to board.

As the world’s oldest commis-
sioned warship afloat and Amer-
ica’s Ship of State, USS Constitu-
tion played a vital role in the Bar-
bary Wars and the War of 1812,
safeguarding American sea lanes
from 1797 to 1855.

BLUM CENTER
OFFERING IN-PERSON
EDUCATIONAL AND
WELLNESS SESSIONS

The Blum Patient and Family
Learning Center (Blum Center) at
Massachusetts General Hospital
is hosting a few in-person edu-
cational and wellness sessions in
April that we think would greatly
benefit your Beacon Hill commu-
nity. All are welcome and free to
attend. No registration is needed.
Can you assist in sharing them in
the Beacon Hill Times Neighbor-
hood Roundup?

All sessions are free and will
take place at the Blum Center
(MGH Main Campus, White
110):

* Wednesday, April 8, 2026,
4PM - 5PM: Preparing for Your
Medical Appointments

e Thursday, April 9, 2026,
12PM - 1PM: Alzheimer’s Disease
& Dementia Caregiver Education
Series: Supporting Independence

e Monday, April 13, 2026,
12PM - 1PM: Spill the STI Tea: A
Conversation with the MGH Sex-
ual Health Clinic

o Wednesday, April 15, 2026,
4PM - SPM: Aging and Skin
Health: Supporting Healthy Skin
Over Time

o Wednesday, April 22, 2026,
12PM - 1PM: Impacts of Climate
Change on Mental Health: Strate-
gies for Coping and Thriving

o Tuesday, April 28, 2026,
12PM - 1PM: Loneliness and
Health: How Social Connections
Impact Our Well-Being

o Wednesday, April 29, 2026,
12PM - 1PM: Click with Confi-
dence: Navigating Reliable Health
Information Online

o Wednesday, April 29, 4PM -
6PM: Sound Therapy, Reiki, and
Acupressure Open House Healing
Event

For more information, call the
Blum Center at 617-724-7352.

PROJECT BREAD’S
58TH ANNUAL WALK
FOR HUNGER OPENS
REGISTRATION

Registration is now open for
Project Bread’s Walk for Hun-
ger, the organization’s signature
community fundraiser and one
of Massachusetts’ most enduring
anti-hunger events, turning com-
passion into action. Set for Sunday,
May 3 on the Boston Common,
the one-day celebration will bring

together thousands of walkers for
a family-friendly 3-mile loop fea-
turing food, entertainment, and
activities for all ages.

Now in its 58th year, the Walk
for Hunger remains a beacon of
hope for local families, raising $1
million to support Project Bread’s
proven, statewide approach to
advancing food security and
ensuring access to nutritious food
for children and families across
Massachusetts.

Like-minded anti-hunger orga-
nizations are also invited to par-
ticipate through Project Bread’s
co-fundraising  program, The
Commonwealth.  Participating
nonprofits can form teams to raise
funds for their own missions while
contributing to Project Bread’s
broader statewide impact.

Ready to get involved? Regis-
ter to walk in-person or virtually,
start a personal or team fundrais-
ing page, or make a donation at
projectbread.org/walk. For more
information, email walk@project-
bread.org.

UPCOMING CLASSES
AT WEST END LIBRARY

Aromatherapy: Scent, Memory,
and Wellbeing.

This  8-week, 1-hour aro-
matherapy workshop series is
designed to support the emotion-
al, cognitive, and social well-be-
ing of adults ages 55+. Through
gentle education, sensory explora-
tion, hands-on activities, and com-
munity connection, participants
will learn how scent can support
relaxation, memory, mood regula-
tion, and overall wellness.

(NEws Briers Pg. 3)
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Massachusetts Department of Public Health advises extending
RSV immunizations for infants for an additional month

Special to the Patriot-Bridge

The Massachusetts Department
of Public Health (DPH) issued a
clinical advisory to health care
providers recommending  that
respiratory syncytial virus (RSV)
monoclonal antibody immuniza-
tions continue to be administered
to eligible infants through April
30, 2026, in response to ongoing
RSV activity across the state and
throughout the region.

RSV monoclonal  antibody
immunizations ~ are  typical-
ly administered from October
through March. The current RSV
season, however, began later than
usual, and it is continuing further
into the spring. Surveillance data
show sustained RSV activity in
Massachusetts and surrounding
states, prompting the extension of
the immunization window beyond

the usual March 31 endpoint.

“RSV  continues to circulate
at meaningful levels later into the
spring than we typically see,” said
Public Health Commissioner Rob-
bie Goldstein, MD, PhD. “Public
health guidance must reflect the
reality of the moment. Extending
access to these preventive tools is
about matching data and risk with
proven measures that can prevent
and protect our youngest residents
from the most severe effects of this
illness.”

RSV, a common respiratory
virus, is a leading cause of hospital-
ization among infants in the United
States. While RSV often begins as a
mild, cold-like illness, it can lead to
serious conditions such as bronchi-
olitis and pneumonia. This illness
can be particularly problematic for
very young infants and those with
underlying medical conditions that

make them especially vulnerable to
the disease.

In the clinical advisory, DPH
urged clinicians to assess the RSV
immunization status of infants and
encourage monoclonal antibody
protection for those who are eligi-
ble and have not yet received the
immunization during the current
season.

Infants younger than 8 months
of age should receive RSV mono-
clonal antibody immunization if
their mother was not vaccinated
during pregnancy, if maternal vac-
cination status is unknown, or if
they were born within 14 days of
maternal vaccination. Certain chil-
dren aged 8 to 19 months are at
increased risk for severe RSV dis-
ease — including those with chronic
lung disease or prematurity, severe
immunocompromise, cystic fibro-
sis, or other qualifying conditions

— and should also receive RSV
immunization.

“RSV  remains the leading
cause of serious respiratory tract
infection in infants, and too many
young children still are at risk of
preventable hospitalization,” said
Larry Madoff, MD, Medical Direc-
tor of DPH’s Bureau of Infectious
Disease and Laboratory Sciences.
“We have a safe, effective way to
reduce that risk, and extending
access now will help to protect
more infants while RSV continues
to circulate. We will continue to
closely monitor RSV trends and
will adjust our approach based on
real-time data and what we are
seeing in communities across the
Commonwealth.”

This extension applies only
to infant monoclonal antibody
immunization for the 2025-2026
RSV season. The seasonal window

for maternal RSV vaccination —
September 1 through January 31
- remains unchanged and should
not be extended, as maternal vac-
cination timing cannot be adjusted
once pregnancy has progressed.

In addition to infant protection,
RSV vaccination is recommended
for older adults. Adults aged 75
and older and those aged 50 to 74
with certain underlying conditions
should receive a one-time RSV vac-
cine dose. Unlike infant immuni-
zation, RSV vaccination for older
adults is not seasonal and can be
administered year-round.

For more information, visit
the Massachusetts Department of
Public Health Respiratory Illness
Dashboard and review current
American Academy of Pediatrics
guidance on RSV prevention.

Healey-Driscoll Administration launches GrantWell, a first-of-its-kind
Al-powered tool to assist local communities with applying for grants

Special to the Patriot-Bridge

The Healey-Driscoll Adminis-
tration launched a new Al-powered
tool to make it easier for communi-
ties to apply for grants. The tool,
called GrantWell, was developed
by the Federal Funds and Infra-
structure Office in partnership with
Northeastern University’s Burnes
Center for Social Change. Grant-
Well is designed to simplify the pro-
cess of seeking grant opportunities,
understanding their requirements,
and writing applications.

“We’ve heard from communi-
ties loud and clear that onerous
paperwork is a barrier to getting
good projects done,” said Gover-
nor Maura Healey. “It’s why we’ve
launched programs to streamline
the process for applying to state
grants and established new tech-
nical assistance programs through

our Federal Funds and Infrastruc-
ture Office. Now with GrantWell,
we’re making it even easier for
communities to take advantage of
those opportunities and apply for
the funds they need to deliver for
their constituents.”

“As a former Mayor, I know
that navigating the complexities
of federal and state grants pose
a significant hurdle to munici-
pal officials getting good projects
over the line,” said Lieutenant
Governor Kim Driscoll. “Grant-
Well will allow more municipal-
ities to take advantage of funding
opportunities, saving them time
and capacity—crucial resources in
local government.”

“The Federal Funds and Infra-
structure Office built GrantWell to
respond directly to what we heard
from communities all across the

state: that they lack the resources
and capacity to fully take advan-
tage of funding opportunities avail-
able to them. GrantWell will free
up time and capacity for local offi-
cials to obtain the resources they
need,” said Quentin Palfrey, Direc-
tor of Federal Funds and Infrastruc-
ture. “Thank you to Northeastern
University’s Burnes Center for
Social Change for working with us
to develop this tool, which show-

cases Massachusetts’ continued
leadership in innovation.”
GrantWell allows communi-

ties to more easily find federal
and state funding opportuni-
ties and develop proposals. The
tool will scan a grant opportuni-
ty and automatically summarize
the grant requirements, eligibility
criteria, and key deadlines in lay-
man’s terms. Users can ask Grant-

Well to begin a draft of a proj-
ect narrative, saving communities
time and capacity in the grant
application process. The tool also
features a chatbot that communi-
ties can use to ask questions about
grant requirements and eligibili-
ty. Importantly, GrantWell can-
not replace the grant-writing pro-
cess; rather, the tool is designed to
support grant-writers and munici-
pal staff to more quickly find grant
opportunities and lay the ground-
work for an application.
“GrantWell shows how Al
can be used to make government
work better, by helping public ser-
vants quickly find relevant fund-
ing, understand complex require-
ments, and take action. Developed
through our Al for Impact initia-
tive, it reflects a practical approach
to building tools that strengthen

public sector capacity and expand
access to resources for commu-

nities.” — Beth Simone Noveck,
Director of the Burnes Center for
Social Change

GrantWell complements exist-
ing efforts at the state level to
streamline the process for applying
to state grants, including Mass-
DOT’s Grant Central portal, the
Executive Office of Energy and
Environmental Affairs ECO One
Stop, and the Community One
Stop program.

The Federal Funds and Infra-
structure Office in partnership with
the Burnes Center will continue
to update the tool based on user
feedback. GrantWell users can and
are encouraged to provide feedback
on how to improve the user experi-
ence by submitting comments on
the GrantWell homepage.

NEWS BRIEFS (from pg. 2)

Tuesdays, 11 a.m. to 12 p.m.,
March 31-May19

Spring Yoga Saturdays at the
West End.

This Spring the West End
Library is thrilled to partner with
ThriveHub to bring a variety of
engaging yoga classes to the com-
munity. Each week will feature a
different yoga-related topic, exer-
cise, or technique. For full descrip-
tions of each class, see our online
calendar of events at bpl.org/loca-
tions/west-end.

Saturdays, 10 - 11 a.m.

SERIES SCHEDULE:

April 18: Yogalates

April 25: Ball and Socket Joints

May 2: Yoga with Noga Nidra

May 9: Yoga + Mobility with
Joy

May 16: Yoga + Qigong

May 23: Yin/Yang Yoga

May 30: Fun with Props!

June 6: Yoga and Breathwork

June 13: Yoga with Deep Lower
Body Stretch

June 20: Welcome Summer
with Balance!

To register, please contact Wes-
ley Fiorentino at wfiorentino@bpl.
org or call 617-523-3957

LANTERNS &
LUMINARIES
FUNDRAISER SET
FOR APRIL 16 AT
OLD NORTH CHURCH

As the nation prepares to mark
the 250th anniversary of Ameri-
can Independence, Old North Illu-
minated will kick off Patriots’ Day
weekend with Lanterns & Lumi-
naries, a special evening event on
Thursday, April 16, at Old North
Church in the North End.

The annual fundraiser will
honor Keith Lockhart, longtime
conductor of the Boston Pops
Orchestra, with the prestigious
Third Lantern Award. This recog-
nition celebrates individuals who
exemplify the values symbolized
by Old North’s legendary lantern

signal — leadership, courage,
hope, tenacity, and active citizen-
ship.

The evening program, from 7 to
9:30 p.m. at 193 Salem St., com-
memorates Paul Revere’s famous
‘two if by sea’ signal of April 1775.
The event will feature a small

ensemble of Boston Pops musi-
cians, festive music played on peri-
od instruments by the 18th centu-
ry-style duo Tripp and Toddy, a
dramatic reading of Paul Revere’s
Ride by Roberto Mighty, remarks
from Lockhart, the presentation
of the Third Lantern Award, and
the lighting of the lanterns in Old
North’s steeple.

Tickets are available for pur-
chase in advance. For details and
to register, visit www.oldnorth.
com/lanterns.



PAGE 4

THE CHARLESTOWN PATRIOT-BRIDGE

MARCH 27, 2026

@ ® 'Rnam Datl's -

o Willg e,

‘wm‘kadn

The Warren-Prescott School Students
Find the Golden Ticket with
Willy Wonka Jr.

The Warren-Prescott School
students delivered a truly sweet
performance with their recent
production of Roald Dahl's
Willy Wonka Jr., bringing energy,
humor, and heart to the stage.

From the Bucket family's hum-
ble home to the grandeur of Won-
ka's chocolate factory, students
kept the story moving with lively
pacing and plenty of laughs — all
while delivering the show's time-
less message about kindness, pos-
itivity, and doing the right thing.

This year marked Ms. Willmot's
first year at The Warren-Prescott
School as music director, guided by
mentor and former music director

Ms. Cichon. The production was a
strong debut, with students clearly
taking pride in every moment of
the performance.

The show ran March 20-22
and drew an enthusiastic crowd
across all three performances,
including Mayor Michelle Wu and
other city and school officials. It
was a well-earned celebration for
the entire Warren-Prescott com-
munity.

The school extends its grati-
tude to all the parent, student, and
teacher volunteers as well as com-
munity volunteer Doug McDon-
ald, whose support helped make
the production possible.

Ms. Cichon, Ms. Champagne (teacher volunteer), Ms. Davis (Warren-
Prescott Principal), Ms. Willmot, Doug McDonald, Mayor Wu (and
child), and Dr. Tommy Welsh (Region 1 School Superintendent)

_4

PHOTOS BY WARREN-PRESCOTT PARENTS

The Finale.

Students as the Bucket family.
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BHMA (from pg. 1)

ker Hill Museum, where it had
worked in partnership with the
National Park Service since 1975,
were relocated to another NPS
facility. As of March 7th, 2026,
the Association’s Special Use Per-
mit concluded, leaving BHMA
without a permanent office. Sev-
eral of its historic artifacts remain
on display at the museum, a last-
ing reminder of the Association’s
long stewardship of Charlestown’s
Revolutionary legacy.

Thanks to the assistance of
State Representative Dan Ryan
and Bunker Hill Community
College, BHMA has established
a temporary workspace to con-
tinue caring for its archives. The
Association remains hopeful that,
through ongoing dialogue and col-
laboration, a future arrangement
will allow BHMA to return to the
Bunker Hill Museum, a site envi-
sioned by its early members and
where its story is most authenti-
cally told.

The BHMA invites the public
to join in honoring that legacy at
the 203rd Annual Commemora-
tion of the Battle of Bunker Hill
on June 17, as local and national
celebrations unite to mark Amer-
ica’s 250th year of independence.

Charlestown will host many
historic events throughout June
honoring the courage and sacrifice
of the ordinary men and women
who stood for independence. A
full calendar of events is available
at Home - Bunker Hill Monument
Association

Charlestown’s story is insep-
arable from the nation’s. At the
time of the Battle of Bunker Hill,
Charlestown stood as a separate
city from Boston and endured
nine long months of British occu-
pation before both communities

Mammograms

Save Lives.

All women over 40 should
have a mammogram once a
year. Breast cancer found
early offers the best chance
to be cured. Free or low cost

mammograms are available.

For more information and
answers to any of your cancer
questions, contact us any time,
day or night.

American
Cancer
Society®

WWW.cancer.org
1.800.ACS.2345 ‘l)

George Washington marble bust
reportedly donated to BHMA in
1851 from Goddard Frothingham.
Frothingham was a Charlestown/
Boston merchant and a member
of a prominent New England
family, who gifted the bust after
the completion of the Bunker Hill
Monument in 1853.

were evacuated on March 17,
1776, a fact often remembered
only in passing. Yet Charlestown’s
courage, loss, and perseverance in
those early days helped ignite the
spirit of independence that would
define a new nation. As we com-
memorate 250 years of that strug-
gle and triumph, Charlestown’s
pride endures, rooted in history,
strengthened by community, and
ever faithful to the ideals that
began on these very hills.

FREE PRODUCE DISTRIBUTIONS & EXPERT

NEW Health, a community
health center that serves the North
End and Charlestown in Boston,
recognized National Nutrition
Month in March.

NEW Health continues its
monthly complimentary produce
distributions of a variety of fresh
fruits and vegetables to Charles-
town and North End patients;
patients are referred via their
primary care providers. Produce
distributions take place month-
ly at the Charlestown site and by
delivery in the North End. During
March, in honor of National
Nutrition Month, an additional
produce distribution took place on
March 16 at both the North End
and Charlestown health centers.

NEW Health’s Food Access
Program, serving both its North
End and Charlestown sites, was
established in 2016. NEW Health
is Charlestown’s first full-service

ADVERTISE IN THE
PATRIOT-BRIDGE CALL
781-485-0588

Palm Sunday

Maundy Thursday
Good Friday

Holy Saturday
Easter Vigil

Easter Sunday

Ho]y Week and Easter
at Saint John’s Episcopal Church

followed by an Easter Egg Hunt!

27 Devens Street, Charlestown

www.srjoh nso2129.org

Whoever you are, and wherever you are
on your journey with God, you are welcome!

SAINT JOHN'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Charlestown, Massachusetis

March 29 10am

April2  6pm
April3  7pm
April 4 12pm
April4  7pm
April 5 10am

A look at some of the produce NEW Health prepares for its patients.

health center and is committed to
improving the quality of health
and life for its over 5,000 patients
in the neighborhood. The health

center continues to increase their
food insecurity efforts to help fam-
ilies in need with the help of the
community.

Gallery

The Artists' Group of Charlestown
Spring 2026 Exhibition
Exhibifion Dates: April 17 - May 3, 2026

Submissions: Open through March 31, 2026

To Submit: ArtistsGroupofCharlestown.com

StOVEFﬂdOYY E‘! 523 Mediord Srew),  Detall of 'Wht Sholl We Say

s Graup
Nkitime Charlesiown

About Hope' © Sioux Gerow
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Planning Department advances largest downtown office-to-residential conversion

Special to the Patriot-Bridge

The Planning Department this
month recommended approval of
a new office-to-residential conver-
slon project representing approxi-
mately 219,200 square feet (SF) to
the BPDA Board. The approved
project will create 255 new homes,
including 52 income-restricted
units, and will support approxi-
mately 203 construction jobs and
18 permanent jobs. The project
is the largest office-to-residential
conversion project to be approved
by the Board and represents a new
scale of conversion projects enter-
ing Mayor Michelle Wu’s success-
ful office-to-residential conversion
program.

Mayor Wu and Chief of Plan-
ning Kairos Shen also marked Dr.
Ted Landsmark’s retirement from
the BPDA Board and celebrated
his tenure. Dr. Landsmark joined
the Board in September 2014 and
is currently the longest serving
board member. During his tenure,
the Board approved nearly 60,000
new housing units, including near-
ly 16,000 income restricted units.
The Board approved projects rep-
resenting $48.7 billion of invest-
ment and 138 million square feet
of development around the City of
Boston.

“Ted Landsmark’s influence
can be seen not only in the city’s
growth and its skyline, but in the
generations of planners, architects,

and advocates he has mentored,”
said Development Projects

Project at 280-300 Washington
Street to create 255 new homes
Downtown

Housing: 255
income-restricted units

Jobs: 203 construction jobs, 18
permanent jobs

Community: New residents liv-
ing Downtown

Sustainability: Adaptive re-use
and preservation of existing build-
ing

Located in the heart of Down-
town Crossing, this project will
convert vacant office space into
255 new homes, 52 of which will
be income-restricted, and will
retain existing retail space on the

units, 52

ground floor. Due to updated zon-
ing regulations Downtown, the
project will not require zoning
relief, allowing these new homes
to be completed more quickly.
This project is one of 24 appli-
cants to Mayor Wu’s successful
Office-to-Residential Conversion
Program, which is on track to con-
vert 29 buildings and 1.5 million
square feet of empty office space
into more than 1,700 new homes
Downtown.

In addition to these projects, the
Board approved:

* An update to a previously
approved project at 69 A Street
in South Boston to convert the
approved office space into 24 units
of housing.

The City of Boston’s Planning
Department shapes growth that
serves Boston’s residents and cen-
ters their needs. Our mission is to
address our City’s greatest chal-
affordability,
and equity, and to take real estate

lenges: resilience,
actions and prioritize planning,
development, and urban design
solutions that further these prior-
ities. We seek to build trust with
communities through transparent
processes that embrace predictable
growth and shape a more inclusive
city for all. Learn more at boston-
plans.org, and follow us on Blues-
ky and Instagram @BostonPlans.

Governor Healey signs Executive Order to support adults with profound autism

Special to the Patriot-Bridge

On Monday, ahead of Autism
Awareness Month, Governor
Maura Healey signed an Exec-
utive Order to establish a state-
wide strategy to better support
adults with profound autism, or
adults who are over 22 years old
with diagnosed autism spectrum
disorder and require 24-hour
support and assistance due to a
significant intellectual disabili-
ties and limited or no language
skills. The Executive Order aims
to improve coordination across
state agencies, promote innova-
tion and advance outcomes for
adults with profound autism
and their families. Adults with
profound autism and intellectual
developmental disabilities rep-

resent a highly vulnerable and
growing population in Massa-
chusetts.

“Massachusetts is committed
to care and support for all. This
executive order will strengthen
coordination across agencies and
help ensure that adults with pro-
found autism and their families
receive the support they need,”
said Governor Healey. “I look
forward to appointing individu-
als representing families, provid-
ers, clinicians and advocates who
bring deep expertise and lived
experience to this work.”

“Massachusetts  has  long
been a national leader in health
care and disability services,”
said Lieutenant Governor Kim
Driscoll.  “Today’s executive
order builds on that legacy by

focusing attention and resources
on adults with profound autism
and ensuring that our systems are
better coordinated to meet their
needs.”

The Executive Order estab-
lishes an advisory council led by
the Executive Office of Health
and Human Services, with desig-
nees from the Executive Office of
Housing and Livable Communi-
ties, Executive Office of Admin-
istration and Finance, Depart-
ment of Developmental Services,
Department of Mental Health,
Medicaid Director, and the
Chairs of the Joint Committee
on Children, Families, and Per-
sons with Disabilities. Governor
Healey will also appoint up to 10
additional members represent-
ing families, clinicians, providers

and advocates with expertise in
supporting adults with profound
autism.

The advisory council will
develop recommendations
focused on:

Reporting on the prevalence
of adults with profound autism
in Massachusetts;

Strengthening  coordination
across state systems serving
adults with profound autism,
including reviewing eligibility
requirements across service sys-
tems;

Promoting  person-centered,
strengths-based approaches that
recognize the needs of adults
with profound autism;

Identifying opportunities to
improve access to stable housing,
health care, community-based

services, and meaningful daily
activities;

Encouraging innovative resi-
dential living and service models
that support safety, stability, and
quality of life;

Improving the use of data to
better
needs, service utilization, out-

understand  population

comes, and efficient use of state
resources over time;

Supporting a sustainable and
well-trained workforce respon-
sive to level of care and support
needs; and

Informing future policy and
budget planning in a manner
consistent with the state’s long-
term fiscal responsibility.

Massachusetts to celebrate 20 years of landmark health care reform at Faneuil Hall

Special to the Patriot-Bridge

Governor Maura Healey, for-
mer Governors Mitt Romney and
Deval Patrick, and other state
leaders will gather at Faneuil Hall
on Monday, April 13, to mark
the 20th anniversary of Massa-
chusetts’s landmark health care
reform law, Chapter 58 of the Acts

of 2006.

Signed into law on April 12,
2006, at Faneuil Hall, the histor-
ic legislation expanded access to
affordable health coverage for
hundreds of thousands of Massa-
chusetts residents. Before the law
was enacted, nearly 10 percent of
residents were uninsured. Today,
Massachusetts has the highest
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coverage rate in the nation, with
more than 97 percent of residents
insured.

The law created a first-in-the-
nation health insurance market-
place, introduced key consumer
protections, required most adults
to carry health insurance, and pro-
vided financial assistance to help
residents afford coverage. It also
reduced uncompensated care costs
and strengthened financial protec-
tions for patients and families.

Four years after the law was
passed, the Massachusetts model
was used as the framework of
the federal Affordable Care Act,
which currently delivers health
insurance to more than 20 million
Americans, including more than
350,000 people in Massachusetts.
The law continues to shape how
Massachusetts approaches afford-
ability, access and equity in health
care today.

“Twenty years ago, leaders
from both parties came together

to prove that we could expand
health care and make it more
affordable for people across Mas-
sachusetts,” said Governor Maura
Healey. “I'm grateful to Governor
Romney and the Legislature for
championing the effort to create
this landmark law, to the late Sen-
ator Kennedy for his leadership,
and to Governor Patrick for car-
rying it forward. Because of that
work, more families can see a
doctor, fill a prescription and have
the peace of mind that comes with
health coverage. As we celebrate
this milestone, we’re reminded of
what’s possible when we work
together and of our responsibility
to keep building a health care sys-
tem that works for everyone.”
“I'm proud to have been part
of a team that expanded access
to health insurance for so many
people across Massachusetts,”
said Governor Mitt Romney. “As
a result, over a million residents
have been able to receive preven-

tive, wellness, and life-saving care
from our world-renowned health-
care professionals.”

“Health care reform 20 years
ago was neither perfect nor unan-
imous. But it has helped millions
of people — first in the Common-
wealth and eventually across the
country — lead healthier lives,”
said Governor Deval Patrick. “I
am proud of the role my team and
I played in standing up and mak-
ing it better. This anniversary is a
reminder that, if we work together,
we can do the work that remains
to extend affordable, high quality
care to everyone, everywhere.”

The event is being co-hosted by
Governor Healey and the Massa-
chusetts Health Connector, which
was created as a centerpiece of
the 2026 reform law. The Health
Connector is a competitive health
insurance marketplace that allows

(ReFoORM, Pg. 11)
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MBTA restores bus service beyond pre-COVID levels and increases subway frequency

Special to the Patriot-Bridge

The Massachusetts Bay Trans-
portation  Authority (MBTA)
announced its service updates
which go into effect on Sunday,
April 5. Service information is
available now at MBTA.com/Ser-
viceChanges.

Riders are strongly encouraged
to check schedules in advance and
to use the MBTAs Trip Planner as
well as the MBTA Go app to view
live information.

“People rely on the MBTA
every day to get to work, school,
doctor’s appointments and many
of our incredible businesses,”
said Governor Healey. “Riders
deserve service that is frequent
and reliable. With bus service now
exceeding pre-pandemic levels and
more frequent subway trains, rid-
ers will see shorter wait times and
more dependable trips across the
system. This is why my adminis-
tration and the Legislature have
prioritized historic investments in
the T. We have more work to do,
but these improvements show real
progress toward building a trans-
portation system that people can
count on.”

“Our seasonal service improve-
ments reflect the decisions and
process our workforce makes
each day. It’s the MBTA’s priority
to increase reliability and deliver
more transportation options for
our riders,” said Interim Secre-
tary and General Manager Phillip
Eng. “With more bus service than
before the pandemic and increased
subway frequency, we are con-
tinuing to make the MBTA a sys-
tem that people can rely on and
want to use.”

Subway Updates

This March, the MBTA put
into service the final pair of CRRC
Orange Line cars. With these new
vehicles, as well as track and oper-
ational improvements, the number
of scheduled weekday Orange
Line trips increases by 8% to the
highest level seen in recent record-
ed history—and exceeds the num-
ber of scheduled Red Line trips.

Orange Line: The frequency of
trains is increasing all week due
to continued track and procedure
Improvements.

Red Line: The frequency of
trains is increasing during week-
days due to continued track and
procedure improvements.

Starting around 8 PM each
evening, riders should budget an
additional 10 — 15 minutes of
travel time if traveling between
JFK/UMass and Ashmont and
Braintree due to work at Colum-
bia Junction. Work is anticipated
to complete at the end of April.
These efforts will improve the
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overall reliability of the Red Line.

Blue Line: Trip times will shift
slightly to improve weekday reli-
ability.

Green Line: Trip times will shift
slightly to improve reliability every
day on the B and E Branches and
weekdays on the C Branch.

Bus Updates

Keeping the MBTA’s commit-
ment to improving overall bus
service through incremental oper-
ational changes and the Better
Bus Project, the agency will con-
tinue to implement quarterly ser-
vice improvements. This season,
37 bus routes across the system
will see service increases and two
routes will be upgraded to operate
every 15 minutes or better. These
improvements allow the MBTA
to offer service at a level beyond
Winter 2020 service levels. The
MBTA is proud to offer more
equitable service and options for
transit dependent riders.

Route 85 and CT2. These two
routes will be consolidated and
called Route 85 beginning April
5. All trips will extend to Assem-
bly. All stops between Assembly
and Ruggles on Route 85 will be
served.

Route 9 and SL2: These routes
will become ‘Frequent Bus Routes’
and can be expected to run every
15 minutes or better on all days.

Routes 16, 24, 42, 96, 101,
220, 455: Frequency will increase.

Route 87: All trips will extend
to Arlington Center, going beyond
Clarendon Hill. This makes ser-
vice simpler, easier to use, and pro-
vides new evening and Sunday ser-
vice along Broadway in Arlington

Routes 40 and 50: The eve-
ning and Sunday combined 40/50
route will be replaced with more

individual Route 40 and Route
50 service. Hours of service will
increase on both routes every day
of the week.

Route 226: New Sunday service
between Braintree and Columbian
Square in Weymouth begins.

Route 350: All trips will serve
Burlington Mall Road. This pro-
vides more service to the Burling-
ton Mall, Lahey Hospital, Weg-
mans, and other retail and medical
destinations.

Route 714 and 716: A one-year
service pilot to expand service
on Routes 714 and 716 begins.
Select Route 714 trips extend to
Nantasket Junction. New Sunday

service begins on Route 716. Sea-
sonal weekend service to Hough-
ton’s Pond will return on Route
716 beginning Saturday, May 23,
2026. Read the full release.

SL1: Earlier trips will depart at
5:30 AM from both South Station
and Logan Airport on weekdays
and from South Station on Satur-
days.

For other runtime, reliability,
and trip shift changes, see mbta.
com/ServiceChanges for sched-
ules.

Ferry Schedule Changes

Hingham/Rowes Wharf week-
day service continues to operate
year-round. Weekend service does
not exist.

Hingham/Hull ~ Ferry = week-
day service continues to operate
year-round. Weekend service will
resume on May 23, 2026 (Memo-
rial Day Weekend).

East Boston Ferry weekday
service will resume on Monday,
March 30, 2026. Weekend service
will resume on Saturday April 4,
2026.

Charlestown Ferry weekday
and weekend service continues to
operate year-round.

Lynn Ferry, Winthrop Ferry,
and Quincy Ferry weekday ser-
vice will resume Monday, April
27, 2026. Weekend service will
resume on May 23, 2026 (Memo-
rial Day Weekend).

For more information, visit
mbta.com/ServiceChanges or con-
nect with the T on X @MBTA and
@MBTA_CR, Facebook /TheM-
BTA, [Instagram @theMBTA,

Threads @thembta, or TikTok @
thembta.

The Massachusetts Bay Trans-
portation  Authority (MBTA)
opened America’s first subway
tunnel in 1897, pioneering pub-
lic transportation in the United
States. Today, the MBTA is one
of the largest public transit sys-
tems in the country, operating an
extensive network of subway, bus,
Commuter Rail, ferry, and para-
transit services across 176 cities
and towns. The MBTA is under-
going a transformative period,
focusing on cultivating a culture of
safety and excellence, moderniz-
ing infrastructure, and improving
reliability and accessibility. Cur-
rent priorities include accelerat-
ing critical infrastructure repairs,
expanding  accessibility, and
reducing emissions. The MBTA is
committed to providing depend-
able, frequent, and accessible ser-
vice that riders can rely on while
supporting the region’s economic
vitality. Through initiatives like
the unprecedented Track Improve-
ment Program, the Better Bus Pro-
gram, and the Rail Modernization
Plan, the MBTA aims to connect
communities and improve riders’
daily experiences and trips. For
questions or assistance, riders are
encouraged to contact the MBTA
Customer Center at 617-222-
3200. Members of the press are
encouraged to contact mediare-
lations@mbta.com. For the latest
updates on MBTA services, proj-
ects, and initiatives, visit MBTA.
com or follow @MBTA on social
media.

PAUL REVERE RIDES AGAIN!

Cheer on Paul and Brown Beauty as they ride toward
Concord and Lexington at the Friends of City Square
Park’s Annual Patriot's Day Event on Monday, April 20.
Paul, Brown Beauty, and Deacon Larkin arrive around
10:20/10:30 AM — but with horse traffic, you never know!

@friendsofcitysquarepark for rain cancellation news
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DIDOMENICO FOUNDATION ST. PATRICK’S DAY CELEBRATION AND ROAST

Massachusets ~ State  Senator
Sal DiDomenico held his annual
St Patrick’s Day Celebration at
the Knights Of Columbus Hall in
Charlestown. He and his guests
enjoyed roasting each other with
good-natured verbal jabs and cele-
brating the teamwork of state offi-
cials in governing Massachusetts.

¥ )
Jerome Frasier from CASA Association, Boston City Councilors Erin

Murphy and Ed Flynn (right), Chinatown community advocate Hung
Goon, and Massachusetts State Treasurer Deb Goldberg.

Massachusetts State Senator Sal DiDomenico with his wife, Tricia, and
their sons, Sal and Matthew.

onico Foundation *
atrick's Day Celebration
Hosted by %

al O'DiDomenico

Massachusetts State Rep. Dan
Ryan opened the speaking portion
of the evening.

Massachusetts State Treasurer U.S. Representative Ayanna
Deb Goldberg and Charlestown Pressley speaks.
Neigborhood Council Chairman
Tom Cunbha.

As be introduces Boston Mayor Michelle Wu, Massachusetts State
Senator Sal DiDomenico presents a photo placard depicting Mayor Wu
enacting revenge on State Senator Nick Collins by throwing away his
parking totem.

Omar Ross, vocalist with The
Platters, sings the National
Anthem.

A
Massachusetts State Senator Lydia

Massachusetts State Senate Edwards speaks.
President Karen Spilka speaks.

Boston City Councilor Gabriela
Coletta Zapata speaks. Cambridge City Councilor and
previous Mayor Denise Simmons
speaks after receiving the
DiDomenico Foundation Golden
Shamrock Award.

The blessing was made by the Rev.
Robert G. Brown, senior pastor of
Zion Church Ministries in Everett.

Bunker Hill Associates VP John As be introduced U.S. Representative Ayanna Pressley, Massachusetts
Massachusetts Lt. Governor Kim Revere Mayor Patrick Keefe and ~ Caldwell and Joe Campanelli are State Senator Sal DiDomenico presents a photo placard of her “kicking
Driscoll speaks. Rick Scirocco. “The Eversource Guys.” ICE.”
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DIDOMENICO FOUNDATION ST. PATRICK’S DAY CELEBRATION AND ROAST

DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN PHOTOS
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Everett City Councilor Alcy Jabouin, School Massachusetts State Senator Sal DiDomenico with
Committee member Margaret Cornelio, and Everett Chelsea City Manager Fidel Maltez and Environmental
Massachusetts State Senator Sal DiDomenico presents a photo placard Mayor Robert Van Campen. Justice Undersecretary Maria Belen Power.

of Senate President Karen Spilka and House Speaker Ronald Mariano
bobsledding in the Olympics.

< |
DiDomenico Foundation Golden Shamrock Award recipient Cambridge
City Councilor and previous Mayor Denise Simmons (2nd from
right) with US Representative Ayanna Pressley, State Senator Sal
DiDomenico, Cambridge City Councilor Mark McGovern, and Lt
Governor Kim Driscoll.

Boston City Councilor Erin Murphy, Massachusetts State Rep Dan Ryan, Jerome Frasier from CASA
Association, Chinatown community advocate Hung Goon, New England Revolution mascot Slyde The Fox
and Brand Ambassador Shannon Leclerc.

As be introduces Massachusetts Lt Governor Kim Driscoll, Senator

Sal DiDomenico presents a I{hOtO placard depicting 17_‘37 and Governor Everett Public Schools employee Rosemary Hughes, Liliana Batino, City Councilor Stephanie Martins, Kelly
Maura Healey delivering their own Super Bowl Halftime Show. Kenyon, Matteo DiNunzio with his daughter Angel Marie.
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The Museum of African American History celebrates
throughout April with programs and special events

The Museum of African Ameri-
can History | Boston & Nantucket
(MAAH) invites the public to take
part in a series of vibrant pro-
grams, all offered at no cost, at
its 46 Joy Street location on Bos-
ton’s Beacon Hill. From wellness
classes and thought-provoking
discussions to story hours and
film screenings, these events honor
Black history, creativity, and com-
munity across generations. All
programs are open to the pub-
lic. For more information please
visit www.maah.org/events.

“Glitter Road”: A Reading and
Conversation with
January Gill O’Neil

Thursday, April 2, 6:00 PM -
8:00 PM

FREE, Donations Appreciated

Join the Museum of African
American History for an eve-
ning with January Gill O’Neil,
author of Glitter Road, a Mas-
sachusetts Book Awards Hon-

..
=
o B

Museum of
African American
History

Boston | Nantucket

ors winner in  poetry.  O’Neil

will  read  from this celebrat-
ed collection, discuss the  leg-
acy  of poet Phillis ~ Wheat-

ley, and review the landscape of
contemporary Black women’s
poetry in Boston and across Mas-
sachusetts. The evening includes a
Q&A and book signing.

FREE, Donations appreciated.

EventBrite: https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/glitter-road-
a-reading-and-conversation-
with-january-gill-oneil-tick-

ets-1985288230540

Saturdays with Sheila:
Yoga at MAAH

Saturday, April 4, 10:00 AM -
11:00 AM

FREE, Donations appreciated

Refresh your mind, body, and
spirit this April with a morning of
mindfulness and yoga. Find your
flow with Yogi Sheila  Thorne of
Bous Yoga atan all-levels class
on the first Saturday of each
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month. Arrive early to secure a
mat or bring one from home.
EventBrite: https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/saturdays-with-
sheila-take-a-yoga-class-at-maah-
tickets-1985289212477

Boston Family Days: Rebirth and
Renewal Soundbath with
Haus of Glitter

Sunday, April 5, 1:00 PM -
2:00 PM

FREE, Donations appreciated.

Experience sound and move-
ment centered on self-care,
rebirth, clarity, and healing. Par-
ticipants will be guided through
restorative  breathwork,  deep
listening, and gentle movement,
immersing themselves in the fre-
quencies of healing and renewal.

EventBrite: https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/boston-family-
days-rebirth-and-renewal-sound-
bath-with-haus-of-glitter-tick-
ets-1985290395014

Boston Family Days:
Exploring Haitian History
with Jean Appolon

April 11, 1:00 PM-2:00 PM

FREE, Donations appreciated.

Join the Museum of Afri-
can American History for a
Workshop on Haitian Folkloric
Dance with choreographer and
teacher Jean Appolon. This
community-building work-
shop emphasizes the belief that we
can learn about ourselves and one
another when we dance togeth-
er. Suitable for all levels.

EventBrite: https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/boston-fam-
ily-day-exploring-haitian-his-
tory-with-jean-appolon-tick-
ets-1985297566464

Hidden Histories Workshop:
Touching the Past: Historical
Artifacts as Portals
April 16, 5:30 PM-7:00 PM

FREE, Donations appreciated.

Have you ever wondered how
the objects around us can tell sto-
ries of the past? Artists Clarese Hill
and Elisa Hamilton lead a hands-
on workshop exploring how his-
torical objects reveal the stories of
Boston’s Black community in the
1800s. Participants will engage
with artifacts and documents such
as barbers tools from the 1800s,
newspaper reproductions of The
Liberator, and a reproduction of
Chloe Russell’s The Complete
Fortune Teller and Dream Book,
uncovering hidden histories and
reflecting on the lives, struggles,
and triumphs of those who came
before us.

EventBrite: https://www.

eventbrite.com/e/hidden-histo-
ries-touching-the-past-histor-
ical-artifacts-as-portals-tick-
ets-1985300345777

Black Boston in Focus:

A Public Art Walking Tour
April 18, 1:00PM-3:00PM
Reimagine Beacon Hill through

art and history with Elisa Hamil-
ton and Clareese Hill on a walk-
ing tour of their public art proj-
ects, Glimpses of Glapion and The
Black Boston Dream Oracle. The
tour begins at 1:00 pm at Boston
Common Visitors Center and is
followed by a reception and Q&A
at the Museum of African Amer-
ican History at 2:15 pm. Explore
digital and XR works that bring
Boston’s Black history and stories
to life.

EventBrite: https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/black-boston-in-
focus-a-public-art-walking-tour-
tickets-1985402741044

Living Language: A Poetry
Celebration of Voice with
Amanda Shea
April 25, 4:00 PM-6:00 PM

FREE, Donations appreciated.

Celebrate the liberating power
of language when poet Amanda
Shea brings her dynamic story-
telling to the stage. The evening
includes a community open mic
for local poets and an inter-
active mini-workshop, Poetry
as Preservation, where partici-
pants will write a five-line poem
inspired by a museum artifact or
exhibit piece. The program con-
cludes with a collective reading of
audience-created poems.

EventBrite: https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/living-lan-
guage-a-poetry-celebration-of-
voice-with-amanda-shea-tick-

ets-1985302824190

World-building Cartography:
Reimagining History
Through Mapmaking

April 30, 5:30 PM-7:00 PM

Free, Donations Appreciated.

Joinartists Clarese Hill and Elisa
Hamilton for a hands-on map-
making workshop exploring Afri-
can, Indigenous, and tarot practic-
es and traditions. Participants will
consider the political narrative
of mapmaking; examine Boston
maps from colonial times and cre-
ate a map together. All materi-
als are provided.

EventBrite: https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/world-build-
ing-cartography-reimagining-his-
toricity-through-mapmaking-tick-
ets-1985302238438
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Healey-Driscoll administration awards over $250,000
to help communities manage stormwater pollution

Special to the Patriot-Bridge

The Healey-Driscoll Admin-
istration awarded $267,000 to
seven regional watershed coali-
tions and planning collaboratives
to help communities better man-
age stormwater and keep harmful
pollution out of Massachusetts
waterways.

Stormwater is created when
rainwater and snow melt flows
over hard surfaces like pavement,
collecting pollutants like oil from
roadways and bacteria from pet
waste. This polluted stormwa-
ter runoff travels through storm
drains directly into rivers, lakes,
and other waterbodies—harming
water quality and limiting fish-
ing, boating, and swimming. The
funding enables regional water-
shed coalitions and planning col-
laboratives to develop innovative
programs to limit pollution, bet-
ter detect illicit discharges, man-
age construction site runoff, and
enhance public education and
participation in stormwater man-
agement.

“Stormwater is one of the big-
gest drivers of pollution in our
waterways,” said Energy and
Environmental Affairs Secretary
Rebecca Tepper. “These grants
strengthen  our  commitment
to protecting water quality by
empowering communities to take
action where it matters most so
we can deliver real, measurable
improvements for everyone.”

“This funding empowers our
cities and towns to stop harmful
bacteria and pollutants before
they enter waterways,” said
MassDEP Commissioner Bonnie
Heiple. “By supporting proactive
stormwater management and bet-

ter controlling sediment, litter, and
waste, we’re tackling pollution
at its source. Keeping our storm
drains clean is one of the best ways
to keep our rivers and lakes clean
and healthy.”

The awarded projects will help
communities meet the require-
ments of the Municipal Separate
Storm Sewer System (MS4) per-
mit permits are required to man-
age stormwater discharges and
prevent pollutants from entering
storm sewer systems. 260 Mas-
sachusetts municipalities are sub-
ject to the MS4 permit. The MS4
Permit is issued by the EPA under
the Clean Water Act National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES), and the projects
are selected by the Massachusetts
Department of Environmental
Protection (MassDEP).

The groups receiving funding
are:

Berkshire Regional Planning
Commission (BRPC) — $63,225

e The BRPC will work with
the Pioneer Valley Planning Com-
mission (PVPC) and Waterstone
Engineering to improve storm-
water planning tools for local
communities. The project will
add new stormwater management
designs, create a practical guide to
help communities choose the right
solutions for specific locations,
update cost estimates and provide
training for municipal staff on the
planning tools. MS4 representa-
tives, as stormwater officials, will
help shape the work to ensure the
tools are user-friendly and effective
for public infrastructure projects.

Charles River Watershed Asso-
ciation — $55,480

¢ The Charles River Watershed

Association will help install storm-
water controls to help reduce
nutrient pollution in the Charles
River Watershed. A technical advi-
sory committee and consultant
will work to build public-private
partnerships that allow municipal
stormwater to infiltrate on private
land. Participating communities
will also pilot a low-cost database
to track stormwater controls for
municipal reporting.

Greenscapes North Shore Coa-
lition — $17,212

e The Greenscapes North
Shore Coalition will conduct pub-
lic outreach activities to address
and reduce pet waste pollution.
And will also implement region-
al solutions that combine a high
visibility public signage campaign
with stormwater education and
regional advocacy to reduce pet
waste pollution and support MS4
compliance for North Shore Com-
munities.

Merrimack  Valley Planning
Commission (MVPC) — $33,500

e The MVPC will expand its
regional stormwater mapping
tool, the LID Viewer, to help
municipalities  identify  priori-
ty sites for management, reduce
flooding risks and move projects
closer to funding and implemen-
tation. MVPC will work direct-
ly with municipal staff through
surveys and outreach to confirm
existing data, track progress and
identify top stormwater mitiga-
tion opportunities. The project
will also update the LID Viewer to
keep it a strong planning tool for
building resilience across the Mer-
rimack Valley.

Neponset River Watershed
Association & Neponset Storm-

REFORM (from pg. 6)

residents to compare plans, enroll
in coverage, and access financial
assistance to help lower costs.

Since the first enrollment peri-
od in 2007, more than 1.5 mil-
lion Massachusetts residents have
received coverage through the
Health Connector.

“The Commonwealth’s health
reform law was a historic, col-
laboration-based achievement
— one that allowed more Mas-
sachusetts residents than ever to
have the protections of high-value
health coverage and to be able to
count on the meaningful health
care access and financial security
that comes with it,” said Audrey
Morse Gasteier, the Executive
Director of the Massachusetts

Health Connector. “Twenty years
later, the law and the Health Con-
nector have proven to be effective
and enduring models that contin-
ue to make our Commonwealth a
healthier, fairer, and more secure
place to live.”

The event will feature remarks
from Governor Healey, Gover-
nor Romney, who signed the bill
into law, Governor Patrick, whose
administration implemented the
reform and later helped advance
the Affordable Care Act. Addi-
tional speakers will include cur-
rent and former legislative lead-
ers, as well as Health Connector
enrollees who will share how the
law has impacted their lives.

Two panel discussions featuring

leaders from the business commu-
nity, health care industry, govern-
ment and policy sector will reflect
on the collaboration required to
pass the law, and then the nec-
essary momentum post-signing
needed to successfully implement
1t

The event will be held at Bos-
ton’s Faneuil Hall beginning at
10 a.m. on Monday, April 13,
the same location it was signed
20 years ago. Faneuil Hall was
opened in 1742 and is known as
“America’s Cradle of Liberty” as
the site of Revolutionary-era gath-
erings and protests. The event is
open to the press, and more infor-
mation will be provided closer to
the event date.

water Partnership — $41,860

e The proposed project will
create and/or adapt standardized
design details for green stormwater
infrastructure features and develop
a framework for identifying key
factors, tradeoffs, champions, and
policies around retrofitting priori-
ties in lead partner towns so that
retrofitting can be routinely incor-
porated into other infrastructure
maintenance projects. This frame-
work will serve as a model to help
other Neponset Stormwater Part-
nership communities implement a
similar approach.

Massachusetts Statewide
Municipal Stormwater Coalition
(MSMSC) — $16,000

® The MSMSC will translate
public education graphics, fly-
ers and social media posts from
the Think Blue MA Education
and Outreach toolkit into four
non-English languages. The proj-
ect will also include updating the
Think Blue MA website to include
newly translated materials as well
as updating the Spanish version of
Think Blue MA website.

Old Colony Planning Council
— $39,935

e The Stormwater Partnership

Pilot will bring together Abington,
Bridgewater and Plympton to build
a shared stormwater asset invento-
ry and develop peer-to-peer train-
ing for municipal staff. Through
GIS mapping, field assessments
and joint workshops, the project
will strengthen local capacity to
meet MS4 permit requirements.
The initiative will also create pub-
lic outreach materials and prioriti-
zation tools to guide future infra-
structure improvements.

The Massachusetts Department
of Environmental Protection’s
(MassDEP) mission is to protect
and enhance the Commonwealth’s
natural resources - air, water, and
land - to provide for the health,
safety, and welfare of all people,
and to ensure a clean and safe
environment for future genera-
tions. In carrying out this mission
MassDEP commits to address and
advance environmental justice and
equity for all people of the Com-
monwealth, provide meaningful,
inclusive opportunities for people
to participate in agency decisions
that affect their lives; and ensure a
diverse workforce that reflects the
communities we serve.

To place a memoriam please

call 781-485-0588

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death
notices will be at a cost of

$195.00 per papet.
Includes photo.No word Limit.
Please send to

obits@reverejournal.com

or call 781-485-0588
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DIDOMENICO CONTINUES HIS ADVOCACY FOR EARLY EDUCATION AND CARE

Special to the Patriot-Bridge

Senator ~ Sal  DiDomenico
recently spoke at the Massachu-
setts Association of Early Edu-
cation and Care (MADCA) State
House Advocacy Day. MADCA
represents more than 600 early
education centers and family
childcare systems that provide ser-
vices from North Adams to Bos-
ton to the Cape. Each day, they
provide high quality early educa-

tion and care for tens of thousands
of low-income, at-risk, and high-
need children in the subsidized
care system. Senator DiDomenico
also introduced Senate President
Karen Spilka before her speech at
the event.

“I'am proud to have led on this
issue for years promoting the legis-
lature’s commitment to strengthen-
ing this sector, stabilizing childcare
providers and expanding access
across the state,” said DiDome-
nico in his remarks. “As a father

of two children, I understood the
need for high quality early edu-
cation and care personally. I have
worked tirelessly to help make
our state the only one to avoid
the funding cliff that arose after
federal funds from COVID dried
up. I am proud to work alongside
Senate President Spilka and my
colleagues to ensure educators
are making more money, we are
reducing turnover, programs are
stable, and more kids are learning
in high quality settings.”

Senator Sal DiDomenico with Early Ed and Care advocates in his office.

COURTESY PHOTOS

Senator Sal DiDomenico with Early Ed and Care advocates in his

office.

Senator Sal DiDomenico speaking at the Early Ed and Care event.

Boston Center for the Arts appoints Shey Rivera Rios as Artistic Director

Special to the Patriot-Bridge

The Boston Center for the
Arts (BCA), 539 Tremont Street,
announced the appointment of
Shey Rivera Rios as its new Artis-
tic Director, marking a new chap-
ter for one of Boston’s most vital
cultural institutions. Rivera Rios
will lead the artistic vision and pro-
grammatic direction of the organi-
zation, advancing BCA’s mission
to support artists and strengthen
Boston’s creative ecosystem.

Rivera Rios joins BCA with
more than a decade of leadership
experience at the intersection of
arts administration, cultural strate-
gy, and community-rooted artistic
practice. Born and raised in Puerto
Rico and rooted in New England
for more than fifteen years, Rive-
ra Rios has built a reputation as a
collaborative cultural leader who
strengthens creative ecosystems

PHOTO COURTESY KERRY CONSTANTINO
Shey Rivera Rios

by connecting artists, institutions,
and communities.

Prior to joining BCA, Rive-
ra Rios held a leadership role at
AS220, the Providence-based art-
ist-run arts organization known
for its interdisciplinary program-

ming and long-standing com-
mitment to artists and creative
communities. Their work spans
cultural districts, festivals, site-re-
sponsive projects, and cross-sector
collaborations with municipalities,
foundations, universities, grass-
roots organizations, and indepen-
dent artists. Rivera Rios brings sig-
nificant leadership experience cul-
tivating institutional partnerships,
engaging funders, and advancing
artist-centered programming that
positions the arts as a vital force
in civic life.

Rivera Rios is also an interdisci-
plinary artist whose work explores
ritual, social practice, and cultur-
al memory. Their artistic practice
has been exhibited and performed
throughout New England, includ-
ing at the BCA Mills Gallery. This
dual perspective—as both artist
and cultural strategist—shapes
Rivera Rios’s approach to institu-

tional leadership and creative col-
laboration.

Rivera Rios was selected fol-
lowing a national search con-
ducted in partnership with exec-
utive search firm DRG Talent.
The process engaged BCA staff,
artists, campus partners, board
members, civic stakeholders, and
the Mayor’s Office of Arts and
Culture, reflecting a strong align-
ment around Rivera Rios’s artistic
vision, collaborative leadership
style, and commitment to commu-
nity-centered cultural practice.

“Shey is an extraordinary artis-
tic leader whose work reflects
a deep commitment to artists
and creative communities. Their
appointment marks an exciting
moment for Boston Center for
the Arts as we build greater align-
ment across artistic leadership,
programming, and the campus
experience. This work strengthens

BCA as a vital platform for artists
and a cultural convener within
Boston’s creative landscape,” said
Kristi Keefe, CEO, Boston Center
for the Arts.

“I feel deeply honored to serve
as the first Artistic Director of BCA
and help lead this exciting new
chapter. As a cultural anchor, BCA
has made the commitment to lead
with artist-centered vision. Now
more than ever, we must strength-
en artists and arts communities,
so we can build visionary futures
together,” said Shey Rivera Rios,
Artistic Director, Boston Center
for the Arts

”With BCA’s dedication as an
arts-driven  organization, Shey
brings the creativity, energy, and
experience that our entire ecosys-
tem will benefit from. Together
we look forward to Shey’s con-

(ArTs, Pg. 14)
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The ‘Quin House Impact Fund awards over $1m in grants to nonproﬁts in 2025

Special to the Patriot-Bridge

The ‘Quin House Impact Fund
in Boston announced more than
$1 million in grants to more than
50 nonprofit organizations in
Massachusetts in 2025, thanks
to member giving. ‘Quin House
members are critical to the non-
profit nomination process with
220 submissions in 2025.

The ‘Quin House Impact Fund
serves as a financial resource for
local philanthropic organizations
that are making positive contri-
butions to the Greater Boston
community. The ‘Quin House is
committed to affecting change in
the local community and the club
is a space for members to not only
further their education on import-
ant issues, but also be a part of the
solution. The Fund was launched
in 2019, a year prior to the open-
ing of The ‘Quin House, and is
now the basis of the club’s philan-
thropy.

The Fund supports six pillars
throughout the year: Arts and Cul-
ture, Innovation and Discovery,
Equity and Opportunity, Health
and Wellness, Youth and Educa-
tion, and Earth 360°. The Fund is
hosted by The Boston Foundation
and has now awarded over $4.3M
in grants to over 150 Greater Bos-
ton nonprofits since 2019.

“The Impact Fund was initial-
ly founded thanks to Sandy Edg-
erley’s vision to give back to the
community she calls home. Since
then, we have been honored to
fund organizations that have an
indelible effect on our communi-
ty and have been grateful to have
many of these organizations con-
tribute to our programming at The
‘Quin as well, with triple the num-
ber of ‘Quin Impact Fund events
in 2025, said Michelle Perez
Vichot, Director of The ‘Quin
House Impact Fund. “We look
forward to providing funding for
many years to come, thanks to the
unending generosity of our mem-
bers.”

Throughout the year, grant
winners gather for a celebration
and networking event at The
‘Quin House as a continued effort
of The ‘Quin House to provide
opportunities to the community
organizations it Supports.

The ‘Quin House members and

staff also participate in volunteer
activities throughout the year. In
2025, the number of volunteer
events tripled from 2024. Recent
highlights include visiting the Boys
& Girls Clubs of Boston, The
Greater Boston Food Bank, Cra-
dles to Crayons of Massachusetts,
as well as the annual Winter Walk
to end homelessness.

The ‘Quin House Impact Fund
is also planning special events and
initiatives for 2026 to mark the
five-year anniversary of The ‘Quin
House.

More information about The
‘Quin House Impact Fund is avail-
able here.

The ‘Quin House Impact Fund
serves as a financial resource for
local philanthropic organizations
that are making positive contribu-
tions to our community. The Fund
creates positive social change
by engaging The‘Quin House
members in giving and commu-
nity engagement, to support mis-
sion-driven organizations making
a difference in our community by
helping those in need. Donations
support organizations under The
‘Quin House Impact Fund core
pillars: Arts & Culture, Discovery
& Innovation, Equity & Oppor-
tunity, Health & Wellness, Youth
& Education, Earth 360°. The
‘Quin House also organizes guest
speakers, lecturers and volunteer
events to enlighten their members
on how their gift and involvement
can make a true impact.

Charlestown

® Boys & Girls Clubs of Boston
(Charlestown Club)

e Boston PAL

¢ Heading Home

Beacon Hill

e Vilna Shul, Boston Center for
Jewish Culture

® Museum of African American
History

® Boston Athenzum

o Friends of the Public Gar-
den (strong stewardship presence
across Beacon Hill/Common-
wealth Ave)

East Boston

o ZUMIX

e Veronica Robles Cultural
Center

FRIENDS OF RYAN “DUCE" MORRISSEY F##:5
SCHOLARSHIP FUND )

We are pleased to announce the availability of 2026 scholarshlps
This year, we are offering $10,000 to two college freshmen, $2,000 to
three college upperclassmen and $1,500 to four high school students.

Applications may be obtained from our website
www.ryanmorrisseyscholarship.com.

Our annual Awards Presentation Dinner will take place Saturday,

June 6th at the Knights of Columbus. Please mark your calendar.

Questions: ryanmorrisseyscholarship@gmail.com

CO URTESY PHOTO

‘Quin House members and volunteers delivering bags of food to area food banks.

e Pine Street Inn e MFA
e Haley House e Isabella Stewart

¢ Inquilinos Boricuas en Accion
Gardner

North End e Community Music Center of Museum
e Action for Boston Communi-  Boston ® Boston Arts Academy
ty Development (ABCD) e Animal Rescue League of Bos- ® Museum of Fine Arts
e Vilna Shul, Boston Center for  ton ¢ Boston Ballet (Citydance)
Jewish Culture ¢ The Boston House * Boston Children’s Chorus
e FamilyAid * Boston Gay Men’s Chorus

South End
® Boston Medical Center
* Boston Gay Men’s Chorus

¢ Inquilinos Boricuas en Accién

Jamaica Plain
¢ The Food Project

Kenmore / Fenway

BLOOM THIS SPRING witH our BosTON
newsPAPERs COLOR AD SPECIALS

Grow Your Business & Reach Local Customers!

0

IN COLOR FOR APRIL & MAY ONLY! |

$650" $500%

FOR 5 WEEKS FOR 5 WEEKS

2 column-x-5” Rectangle Ad 2 column-x-4” Square Ad
(3.95"-x-5") (3.95"-x-4")
promo paid in advance promo paid in advance

\.

Why Advertise now?
Spring is when local spending surges. Don't let your brand get buried
-2 |n the garden Stand out with high-impact color ads designed to drive traffic.

READY TO BOOK YOUR SPRING CAMPAIGN?
CONTACT YOUR AD REP TODAY!
mdibella@winthroptranscript.com

deb@thebostonsun.com
sioux@charlestownbridge.com

OR CALL THE OFFICE AT 781 485-0588
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Charlestown Patriot-Bridge
Pick-Up Locations

BasiliCa.....ceeereeerereeeereeereeeeeere e 106 13th St.
Anchorage Apartment...........cceveneven. 103 13th Ave.
Ace Hardware ......ccoovvvvvevereninnnnnne. Bunker Hill Mall
CVS st Bunker Hill Mall
Citizens Bank........ccocoevevevrrerrerenenas Bunker Hill Mall
Whole Food Market..................... Bunker Hill Mall
Waverly Café.......ccevvvvvererennne. 229 Bunker Hill St.
Bunker Hill Liquors................... 200 Bunker Hill St.
Kennedy Center........ccocoevevevennnen. 55 Bunker Hill St.
Foundation Kitchen............cc........ 32 Cambridge St.
Constellation Wharf Condos 1 Constellation Wharf
Parris Landing .......cocevevevvverererererenennnnn 42 Eighth St.
Tuttles Clevergreen Cleaners .............. 197 Eighth St.
Flagship Wharf........cccocevvvevrrrirrrerrnnen. 197 Eighth St.
Style Café......ooeeererererreeeereereeeenens 197 Eighth St.
Building 104 .......coevevereereeerereerernen 104 First Ave.
Building 110 ...covevevevevereieiereieieieieiennens 110 First Ave.
Harborview ........oeeveevvevereeeneeeenenenas 250 First Ave.
MGH InStitute.....oceeeeeveererrerereeerernenenns 26 First Ave.
7111 SEOTE cuvenveveereieeereieeerereesreceeesaeneas 1 First Ave.
MGH Health Care Center...................... 73 High St.
Hood Park (Tradesman).............. 50 Hood Park Dr.
Boston Public Library (Charlestown) ..179 Main St.
SChrafft'S..ucveveecceererereeeeeeereeeeeenens 529 Main St.
TIT1 SEOTE cuveveevieeeeierieeeeseeeseseeeniens 269 Main St.
Newtowne Market .......ccceerrvreenenen 87 Medford St.
Community Center.........coeerereenenes 255 Medford St.
365 Convenience Store...........e..... 275 Medford St.
Annas Café.......ccceereeerereererenenen. 275 Medford St.
Jenny’s Pizza ....ccoveevvvevivininenirininnn. 320 Medford St.
McCarthy’s Liquors.......cceevevevevenenen 9 Moulton St.
Bunker Hill Cleaners .........ccccoevevevenenenen. Moulton St.
Warren Tavern................ 2 Pleasant St. & Main St.
Santander Bank .........cccccvuunene. 437 Rutherford Ave.
Hood Park.....ccoevevevererererennen, 500 Rutherford Ave.
Zelma Lacey House.....oovovveverernnnnnen. 9 W School St.
Gatehouse Apartment...........oveeee.. 75 W School St.
7I11 StOTE cuerererererrereeeeenssnnenes Thompson Sq.
Charlestown Liquors........cccceeeeeenenes Thompson Sq.
Starbucks ...cvceeeceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeanes Thompson Sq.
Cambridge Savings........cceceeveeennnen. Thompson Sq.
Police Station.......ceeeevevrerenenes 20 Vine St. Hayes Sq.
Tatte Bakery .....ccccoevevereerererererererennen, 40 Warren St.

WHEN IRISH EYES ARE SMILING

1 I

On March 12, in anticipation of St. Partick's Day, and in appreciation of the great Irish tenor, John
McCormack, a the very emotive tenor Joshua Collier gave charming and deeply moving renditions of tradi-
tional Irish ballads with pianist Maria Rabbia for very lively and appreciative audience at St. John,s Church

in Charlestown.

ARTS (from pg. 12)

tribution to elevating the Boston
artistic community,” said Jenni-
fer Pinck, Board Chair, Boston
Center for the Arts

“I'm incredibly excited to wel-
come Shey Rivera Rios as the new
Artistic Director of Boston Cen-
ter for the Arts. Shey is an artist
and leader who understands the
power of culture to convene peo-
ple, to think critically about the
world around us, and to collec-
tively build new futures.

I admire how they approach
their work with thoughtfulness
and care for artists and the wider

community. We are looking for-
ward to working closely with
Shey, as we continue to grow
BCA as a campus for artistic
experimentation, connection,
and civic life in Boston,” said
Joseph Henry, Chief of the May-
or’s Office of Arts & Culture for
the City of Boston

As Artistic Director, Rivera
Rios will guide the artistic direc-
tion of BCA programming and
partnerships while strengthening
the organization’s role as a civic
and cultural anchor in Boston.
The position includes curatorial

leadership, artist support initia-
tives, cross-sector partnerships,
and the cultivation of a vibrant
artistic community across BCA’s
historic South End campus.

Rivera Rios will work close-
ly with BCA leadership, artists,
and partners to deepen the orga-
nization’s impact locally while
expanding connections across
regional, national, and interna-
tional networks.

Rivera Rios began her tenure
as Artistic Director on March 23.

Real Estate Transfers

BUYER 1

Turpin, Danielle
22 Havard LLC

SELLER 1

Grewal, Corie

Daniel € Smith Lt
Christopher R Metli Lt Meadows, Ryan

ADDRESS
Rodiger, Albert A 197 8th St Unit 807 Rt 197 Eighth St
20 Sullivan St
22 Harvard St
28 Mt Vernon St

PRICE
$1,667,000
§1,170,000
$1,862,000
$3,400,000

-

Gty Elite

253 Main St.  Charlestown © 617-241-5566
www.c21elite.com

Sales ¢ Rentals ¢ Free Market Analysis

Certified Buyer Agents
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DCR invites the public to vote in the
4th annual “Park Madness” tournament

The Massachusetts Department
of Conservation and Recreation
(DCR) announced the return of its
“Park Madness” tournament to
celebrate the diverse state park sys-
tem and crown the favorite state
park in Massachusetts this year.
Modeled after March Madness
brackets, 16 parks from across
the state will compete, with voting
taking place on DCR’s Instagram
account over the next two weeks.

Voting on the first round of
matchups  begins  Wednesday,
March 25. Subsequent rounds will
be posted to Instagram, leading up
to this year’s Park Madness cham-
pion being announced on April 6.
Voting can only be done through
Instagram, and votes must be
entered through the voting feature
on each post. Votes listed in each
post’s comments section will not
be counted. The tournament gives
people a chance to support their
favorite DCR outdoor spaces and
discover new ones across Massa-
chusetts.

“As the birthplace of basketball

and home to some of the country’s
most beautiful public lands, it’s
only fitting that we celebrate the
spirit of March Madness with our
own Park Madness tournament,”
said DCR Commissioner Nicole
LaChapelle. “Our parks and open
spaces belong to all of us, and each
one offers something unique. Park
Madness is a fun way for people
to show pride in the spaces they
love, discover new ones, and plan
their spring outdoor adventures.
We look forward to seeing which
park comes out on top this year!”

Last year’s contest ended with
the Boston Harbor Islands being
crowned the 2025 champion.
Walden Pond came out on top
in 2024, while Belle Isle Marsh
pulled off a stunning upset over
the Charles River Esplanade in the
inaugural Park Madness tourna-
ment in 2023.

Each year, a new crop of com-
petitors are chosen, pulling from
every region of the state. This
year’s competitors have been
matched up for the first round as

follows:

The Massachusetts Department
of Conservation and Recreation
(DCR) oversees nearly half a mil-
lion acres of land, making up one
of the largest and most diverse
state park systems in the country.
Our work focuses on nurturing
the vital connection between peo-
ple and the environment by pro-
tecting, promoting, and enhancing
our common wealth of natural,
cultural, and recreational resourc-
es for the well-being of all. DCR
infrastructure connects people to
and through the beautiful land-
scapes and accessible recreational
facilities we care for — strengthen-
ing our communities and driving
our economy. Our staff strive to
build a healthier, more resilient
Massachusetts where all residents
and visitors can relax, reflect, and
feel a sense of belonging in our
open spaces and public lands. To
learn more about DCR, our facili-
ties, and our programs, please visit
www.mass.gov/dcr or contact us
at mass.parks@mass.gov.

Massachusetts
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LOOKING FOR Great Resulis? Call our
classified department. Call 781-485-
0588 or fax the ad to 781-485-1403

DEADLINES: For classified line ads,
deadlines are Monday by 4 p.m. Call
781-485-0588 or fax the ad to 781-
485-1403

NEED TO SELL Your House? Call to reach
over 50,000 readers. Call 781-485-0588
or fax the ad fo 781-485-1403

Licensed & insured
Complete electrical services
www.johnpmchughelectric.com

Jmchugh447@gmail.com
617-320-7703

i

16 DCR properties will face off in a March Madness style bracket, with the public voting via Instagram for
their favorite parks across Massachusetts.

Ryan
Masonry

Chimneys °* Fireplaces
Cellar Floors * Restoration
French Drains * Repointing

Free Estimates, Lic. & Ins.

Local References
Phil - 61'7-230-3490

PLEASE PATRONIZE
OUR ADVERTISERS

BEACHMONT APARTMENTS

FOR RENT

2 Apts. in Beachmont Revere Available;
3 rm 1 bdrm furnished

All ufilities included

1750.00

2 bedroom 2nd flr

NO Utilities

No pets-

2350.00

STREET PARKING FOR BOTH
Call 617-592-6116

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

JOHN J. RECCA

PAINTING

Commercial/Residential
Interior/Exterior
Fully Insured
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates
Free Estimates

81 2412454 |

reccapainting
@hotmail.com

ek For H'

puter consultant ava//ab/ e
home or business,

SERVICES INCLUDE:

* PC support & networking of all types with
focus on secure Internet access (wired & wireless),
* broadband router & firewall technology,

Ge
ComPp!

* virus detection/prevention

617-241-9664
617-515-2933

~ don.stevenson2@gmail.com
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Mastering small kitchens

By Penny & Ed Cherubino

Opver the years, we’ve cooked in
a suburban kitchen large enough
for all the guests at a party to
gather around and make their
own tortellini. The kitchen in our
first pied-a-terre in Boston was so
small that we had to fit a cutting
board across the sink because of
the lack of counter space.

Our current kitchen has an 8°x
8 footprint. But this is common
for city life, and we have many
friends who, like us, do a lot of
cooking in a small space. It does
take some adaptation, but genera-
tions of cooks have made do with
less and produced great food.

Our Solution
Since we write about food and
do a lot of cooking, we decided
to use space in other areas of our
condo to house items that would
normally be in the kitchen. A long
hallway was fitted with shelves

where our pantry items are stored
in glass jars.

We converted our dining area
adjacent to the kitchen into a
combo dining and work space
with a counter-height dining bar,
a matching console for appliances,
and a baker’s rack for storing pots
and pans.

We store seldom-used items,
such as baking equipment, under
our base cabinets in covered plas-
tic containers.

Prioritize and
Downsize!

We also moved from two homes
to one, leaving us with duplicates
of many kitchen items.

One way to make the most of
a small kitchen is to reduce your
selection of cooking equipment
and appliances. Every so often, we
all have to think about the items
we actually use and prioritize our
kitchen storage anew.

In addition to knives, cutting

HoLYy WEEK

Charlestown Catholic Collaborative
Join us as we journey through Holy Week
in prayer, reflection and celebration

PALM SUNDAY March 28-29

We converted our dining area adjacent to the kitchen into a combo dining and work space, featuring a count-
er-height bar with a matching console table for storage.

boards, a few good pans, and a
utensil crock filled with basics (like
wooden spoons, spatulas, a mash-
er, tongs, and ladles), we have
some multi-use items that we use
all the time.

For example, full, half, and

quarter sheet pans with matching
silicone mats are stored in our
oven and serve not just for roast-
ing and baking, but also are rou-
tinely placed on our cooktop to
extend our counter space.

These pans are used to hold

i

In honor of Women'’s History Month
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ingredients as we prep them. Cov-
ered with a thirsty kitchen towel,
they serve as drying racks for
clean equipment. They’ve been
used to spread and sort beans and
legumes, and to dry herbs. These
sturdy metal trays can be moved
to and from our dining table when
the kitchen counters are full.

We Shop More Often
We don’t have a car, so we shop
almost every day. Even if you do
have a car, you might want to do
fewer large grocery shopping trips
if they mean carrying load-after-
load from the nearest parking

Saturday March 28 -
St Francis 4p.m.

space and up flights of stairs.

Once you attune your routine
to many smaller shopping trips,
you’ll find you may be spending
less money, and you will certain-
ly waste less food. Daily shopping
means you pick up what you need
for the next day or so.

It makes you more likely to
check what you have on hand,
so you don’t have to carry more
than you need. In doing that, you
can plan to use up what’s already
in your refrigerator and buy only
what you need to fill out upcom-
ing meals.

You may also find yourself
shopping at more small local
businesses, farmers’ markets, and
having food delivered via local
services. All of this is good for our
community and will also help you
become a welcome part of your
new neighborhood.

Do you have a question or topic
for Fresh & Local? Email Penny@
BostonZest.com with your sugges-
tion.
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St Mary 4p.m.

Sunday March 29 o
St Francis 9:30a.m. St Mary 8 & 11a.m., 6p.m.
March 30 - April 1(Mon-Wed)
8a.m. Mass at St Catherine’s Chapel
EASTER TRIDUUM (April 2-4)

Holy Thursday

9a.m. Morning prayer St Catherine’s Chapel
6:30p.m. Mass of the Lord's Supper (St. Mary)
GOOD FRIDAY
9a.m. Prayer - St Catherine’s Chapel
3p.m. Stations of the Cross - St. Francis
6:30p.m. The Lord’s Passion -St. Francis
Holy Saturday
9a.m. Morning Prayer St. Catherine’s Chapel
6:30p.m. Easter Vigil St. Mary - no 4p.m. Mass.

EASTER SUNDAY APRIL 20
Mass at St. Francis 9:30a.m.
Mass at St. Mary’s 8a.m. & 11a.m.

Offices: 46 Winthrop St. 617-242-4664
charlestowncatholic.org

- The history of famous women in Charlestown
through the centuries '

Bunker Hill Museum Community Room _

Tuesday, March 31st at 6 p.m:

, Join us to learn about and celebrate the women of C




