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Part One crime 
drops in Charlestown

Wu joins in 
the annual 
holiday tree 
for Boston 

cutting 
ceremony in 
Nova Scotia

Special to the Patriot-Bridge

Waddie Long, Natural 
Resources Environmental Tech-
nology instructor at Nova Scotia 
Community College, led the tree 
cutting on Nov. 12 for the Boston 
Common’s holiday tree in Lunen-
burg, Nova Scotia.

Hundreds of community mem-
bers, as well as local officials, 
along with Mayor Michelle Wu - 
the first Mayor of Boston  to join 
the annual ceremony – were on 

MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTOS BY PAUL BOLOGNA

This marks the 54th year of the annual tree dona-
tion, celebrating 108 years of friendship between 
Boston and Nova Scotia. The tradition honors the 
people of Boston for their emergency assistance fol-
lowing the devastating 1917 munitions explosion in 
Halifax Harbor. Left, Mayor Michelle Wu takes part 
in the cutting of the 45-foot white spruce.

Our office will be 
closed Thanksgiving 

Day, Nov. 27th and  
Friday, Nov. 28th

Find our next issue on 
the streets Nov. 28th

By Dan Murphy

Heading into this Thanks-
giving, Charlestown had seen a 
20-percent reduction in Part One 
crime, compared with last year.

According to Boston Police, 
184 incidents of Part One crime 
were reported in District A-15 
between Jan. 1 and Nov. 9, 2025, 
compared with 231 during the 
same timeframe last year. This year 
also marked a more than 28-per-
cent reduction from the five-year 
average for Part One crime in the 
district of 256 incidents.

Two homicides were report-
ed in Charlestown this year as 
opposed to none last year, while 
the five-year average for this crime 
category in the district is 0.4 inci-
dents.

Conversely, no rapes or 
attempted rapes were reported in 
Charlestown this year, compared 
to one last year. The five-year 
average for this category is one 
incident as well.

Robberies and attempted rob-
beries were down around 36 per-
cent as the number fell to seven 
from 11, while 10.8 incidents is 
the five-year average for this cat-
egory.

Incidents of domestic aggra-
vated assault decreased nearly 43 
percent, with the number falling 
to four from seven last year. The 

five-year average for this category 
is 13.4 incidents.

Incidents of non-domestic 
aggravated assault, meanwhile, 
held steady with 22 incidents 
reported both this year and last, 
which was above the five-year 
average of 19.2 incidents.

The rate of commercial bur-
glaries increased three-fold as the 
number climbed to six from two 
last year, while the five-year aver-
age for this category is 4.2 inci-
dents.

Conversely, residential burglar-
ies were down approximately 56 
percent, with the number falling 
to seven from 16 last year. The 
five-year average for this category 
is 19.6 incidents.

Incidents of larceny from a 
motor vehicle were down 20 per-
cent as the number dropped to 36 
from 45 last year, while in con-
trast, the five-year average for this 
category is 72.6 incidents.

Other larcenies saw a nearly 
19-percent reduction, with the 
number falling to 87 from 107 last 
year. The five-year average for this 
category is 97.4 incidents.

Incidents of auto theft were 
down 35 percent as the number 
fell to 13 from 20 last year, while 
the five-year average for this cate-
gory is 15.6 incidents.

(Crime Pg. 2)

St. Mary-St. Catherine together with Friends of the 
Charlestown Library announce a free holiday concert 

Special to the Patriot-Bridge

On Sunday, December 7, at 
3 p.m. at St. Mary’s Church, 55 
Warren Street, the Beatrice Mas-
terSingers will bring another pop-

ular hour-long program of famil-
iar carols and anthems in inter-
esting arrangements, mostly by 
David Wilcocks and John Rutter. 
An organ solo, and the congrega-
tional singing in the carol Deck the 

Hall and the hymns “O’ Come All 
Ye Faithful” and “Hark, The Her-
ald Angles Sing,” will once more 
ring in the festive season.

(Holiday Tree Pg. 4)

See CONCERT Page 11
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HAPPY THANKSGIVING

Although a Harris poll a few years back revealed that Christmas is 
the favorite holiday of the year among all age groups of Americans, 
we think that Thanksgiving, our uniquely American holiday, has much 
more to recommend it than Christmas.

Thanksgiving has its roots with the Pilgrims, long before the concept 
of a United States had crossed anyone’s mind. It always has been a sec-
ular celebration of peace and relaxation. It simply is a day to be grateful 
for what we have, however much that may be.

Thanksgiving is a day of no pressure. It is the ultimate family-cen-
tered holiday. It has no religious meaning, no national-celebration 
connotations, and no required gift-giving. It lacks the commercialism, 
solemnity, and political overtones of all of our other national obser-
vances.

In a world where anxiety seems to follow us 24/7, Thanksgiving 
provides a welcome respite from the commercialism that accompanies 
Christmas and most of our other holidays. There is no obligation to 
spend a lot of money (that many of us do not have in the first place) 
to buy the perfect gift in order to be the perfect spouse, or the perfect 
parent, or the perfect friend.

Thanksgiving demands nothing more from each of us (other than 
for the person who is doing the cooking!) beyond just showing up and 
enjoying the company of our family and friends and then having a great 
meal.

When we think of the Christmas vs. Thanksgiving debate, we think 
it’s analogous to the late, great comedian George Carlin’s skit about 
football vs. baseball (check it out on YouTube if you’ve never seen 
it!). In Carlin’s telling, football is the equivalent of war in which the 
quarterback, known as the “field general,” throws “bullet passes” and 
“long bombs” in the face of an opponent’s “blitz” to pierce the “enemy 
defense.” By contrast, the aim of baseball is to “be safe at home.”

Similarly, while Christmas epitomizes our hyper-capitalist, consum-
erist, and frenetic society, Thanksgiving is its complete antithesis.

Thanksgiving is a national celebration that serves to remind us how 
blessed we are at a time when circumstances are so cruel for so many 
others in a world in which there are more refugees than at any time 
since the end of World War II.

Whatever our personal trials and tribulations may be, Thanksgiving 
reminds us how remarkably fortunate we are to live in this country. 
And in a day and age when so many of us are connected 24/7 to some 
instrument of communication, it truly is a relief to have a day when we 
can just shut it all off (other than perhaps watching a football game.)

We wish all of our readers a happy -- and restful -- Thanksgiving.

THE FUTURE OF                         
PIER 5 MUST            
REMAIN PUBLIC

To the Editor,
The Pier 5 Association (P5A) 

presented its rebuttal to Coura-
geous Sailing’s combined Pier 4 
and Pier 5 proposal on November 
6, 2025, before a full audience at 
the Charlestown Neighborhood 
Council. P5A President and CNC 
member Rosemary Macero intro-
duced Robert O’Leary, Ann Kelle-
her, and Diane Valle, and read a 
letter from Sherrie Cutler, speaking 
on behalf of residents and commu-
nity organizations who urge the 
City of Boston and the BPDA to 
reject the Courageous proposal, 
which improperly combines Piers 
4 and 5—even though the City’s 
RFP applies solely to Pier 5.

Robert O’Leary noted that P5A 
submitted a qualified Pier 5 pro-
posal that was rejected, while the 
Courageous proposal fails to meet 
the basic terms of the RFP. Cou-
rageous Sailing provides excellent 
youth sailing on Pier 4; however, 
its proposed $80+ million expan-

sion onto Pier 5 represents a dra-
matic shift—from community 
sailing to private-equity-backed 
commercial development that 
would restrict public access. The 
plan includes event facilities, a the-
ater, and a partnership with ASM 
Global/Legends, the world’s larg-
est entertainment corporation—
effectively privatizing a historic 
public pier, requiring paid admis-
sion, and contradicting the RFP’s 
stated goal of creating open space 
and civic uses.

With an operating budget of 
roughly $2.5 million, Courageous 
provides no transparent financing 
plan to cover construction, debt 
service, or long-term maintenance. 
Without accountability, taxpayers 
may be forced to subsidize repairs 
and operations while losing the 
opportunity to restore Pier 5 as a 
public park and waterfront access 
point in a neighborhood already 
short on green and blue space and 
facing high asthma and cardiac 
disease rates.

Ann Kelleher, a retired nurse, 
noted that Plan Charlestown will 
add over 100 acres of development 

and nearly double the population 
to 36,000—far above Boston’s 
density norm. Expanding open 
space at Pier 5 is essential to public 
health and climate resilience.

I highlighted my experience 
transforming urban open spaces 
into beloved community assets—
from Monument Square to the 
Greenway and post-Marathon 
“Daffodils.” Pier 5 offers a similar, 
once-in-a-generation opportunity.

P5A’s vision is clear: Pier 5 
Public Waterfront Park—a cli-
mate-ready, green-and-blue public 
space with water access, educa-
tional partnerships, and no barri-
ers to entry. This fulfills Chapter 
91, advances Boston’s climate 
goals, and honors Charlestown’s 
role as the birthplace of the Amer-
ican Revolution.

On the 250th Anniversary of 
the Declaration of Independence, 
the BPDA should commit to 
restoring Pier 5—using funds  for 
a Public Park at Pier 5 for the peo-
ple and for climate resiliency.

Diane Valle

Artists’ Group of Charlestown presents StoveFactory 
Artists’ Open Studios small works sale and exhibition

The Artists’ Group of Charles-
town is proud to present the 
StoveFactory Artists’ Open Stu-
dios 2025! All under one roof, 
three floors of artists’ and arti-
sans’ studios will have our annual 
‘open house’ to welcome the pub-
lic into our workspaces. See live 
demonstrations in various studios 
throughout the building, includ-
ing antique letterpress printing; 
hands-on paper making from recy-
cled pulp; mixed media painting 
with oils and ground marble and 
glass; graphite and oil painting on 
Dura-Lar film. See artwork in art-
ists’ studios and meet the artists. 
Artists at the StoveFactory work 
in multiple disciplines including 
drawing, ceramics, wood, plant-
based fibers, textile, antique letter-
press printing, handmade paper, 
encaustic, watercolor, oil, acrylic, 

and more. 
The StoveFactory Gallery is 

hosting the Artists’ Group of 
Charlestown 2025 Winter Small 
Works Sale & Exhibition. The first 
weekend the exhibition will run in 
conjunction with Open Studios, 
Saturday12/06 and Sunday 12/07 
from 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM, and 
on Saturday 12/13 and Sunday 
12/14 from 12:00 - 5:00 PM. We 
are pleased to announce Jeanne 
Finnerty, of Jeanne Finnerty Inte-
rior Design, as this year’s co-Juror, 
alongside Dara Pannebaker and 
Julie Alailima, both AGC mem-
bers and StoveFactory Artists. 

Admission is free to all.  Enjoy 
complimentary beverages from 
1-4 on Saturday, December 6th 
poured by our bartender to cel-
ebrate “Small Works and Open 
Studios.”  The AGC is proud to 

host a food drive to benefit 
Harvest on Vine of Charles-

town. Guests are invited to bring 
along a non-perishable food item 
if they wish to donate to the food 
drive during StoveFactory Artists' 
Open Studios 2025 and Small 
Works Sale and Exhibition.

Free parking in our adjacent 
lot; navigate to 511 Medford 
Street and park in marked spaces 
only. Street parking is also free 
and available to all on weekends 
for up to two hours. StoveFactory 
is a ten-minute walk from Sullivan 
Square T stop on the Orange Line. 

The Artists’ Group of Charles-
town thanks our sponsors, Ceno-
tech Solutions, Hood Park, Jeanne 
Finnerty Interior Design, RSM 
Boston Foundation, and Trinity 
Financial. 

Citywide, Part One crime was 
down around 2 percent this year, 
with the number falling to 14,432 

from 14,733 incidents last year. 
This year has seen a nearly 3-per-
cent increase from the citywide 

five-year average of Part One 
crime of 14,057 incidents.

Crime (from pg. 1)
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We still have openings for 6 and 10 year old players.   
Call Debbie 617-241-0434  Or Kerri 781-732-0517

                                            

IMPORTANT! We will  play the rest of our games at 
the Boys & Girls Club. Use the High St. entrance. 

WEEKLY STANDINGS FOR WEEK OF 11/1/2025
                                      W    L      T
Massport’s Finest       6     1     2
A-1 Convenience        5     2     2
Duce 2                         4     2     3
YMCA                           2     5     2
McCarthy Bros.            2     5     2
Halligan Club               1     5      3

PLAYERS OF THE WEEK FOR 11/1/2025
A-1 Convenience - Gabbie Garrity, Riley Pearson
Duce 2 - Parker Kinneen, Samuel Lewis
Halligan Club - Aedan Chan, Preston Mino
Massport’s Finest - Kennedy Dighton, Sam Schaft.
McCarthy Bros. - Rowan Rooney, Isla Brennan.
YMCA - Tess DeRosa, Riley O’Connell.

STANDINGS FOR THE WEEK OF 11/8/2025
                                 W    L     T
Massport’s Finest   6     2     2
Duce 2                    5     2     3
A-1 Convenience    5     2     3
Halligan Club           2     5     3
McCarthy Bros        2     5     3
YMCA                       2     6     2

PLAYERS OF THE WEEK FOR 11/8/2025
A-1 Convenience - Donnie Garrity, Andrew Flaherty
Duce 2 - Liam Ho, Cole Riley
Halligan Club - Isla Demas, Ryder Higgins
Massport’s Finest - Mason Marshall, Declan Tribble
McCarthy Bros. - Shane D., Brendan O’B., Jack O’B.,
Grant L.
YMCA - Rainer Gonzalez, Gennaro McCarthy

Meeting: DDeecceemmbbeerr  33  @ 6:30pm - Virtual: 
https://www.zoomgov.com/j/1613185522 
(Meeting ID 161 318 5522) 
Meeting: DDeecceemmbbeerr  1177  @ 6:30pm - Virtual: 
https://www.zoomgov.com/j/1613171668 
(Meeting ID 161 317 1668) 
Meeting: JJaannuuaarryy  1144 , 22002266  @ 6:30pm - Virtual: 
https://www.zoomgov.com/j/1603630588 
(Meeting ID 160 363 0588) 
 
All listed events are open to the public.  
For more information visit:  wwwwww..bboossttoonn..ggoovv//mmoonnuummeennttssqquuaarree   

The Study Committee will identify the historic, architectural and 
archaeological significance of the resources located in the proposed 
district, and finalize the proposed district’s boundaries. Current and 
future planning issues will be reviewed and discussed to formulate 
recommendations to preserve the unique historic character of the 
Monument Square neighborhood while encouraging contextually 

sensitive new development in appropriate areas.

MONUMENT SQUARE LANDMARK DISTRICT 
STUDY COMMITTEE OUTREACH AND MEETINGS: 

Special to the Patriot-Bridge

Mayor Michelle Wu gathered 
with partners of the Greater Boston 
Collaborative Food Access Hub 
for a one-year progress update on 
the Hub’s operations as partners 
work to address food insecurity 
exacerbated by the federal gov-
ernment shutdown and delay in 
SNAP benefits. In its first year of 
operations, the Food Access Hub 
served an average of 20,000 indi-
viduals every month, distributing 
almost 62,000 pounds of produce, 
on average, every single week. In 
one year, organizations collaborat-
ing through the Food Access Hub 
have distributed over 1,700,000 
pounds of food to residents in 
need, which is the equivalent of 
almost 1.5 million meals made 
possible. The Food Access Hub 
also recovered 164,000 pounds of 
food that would have otherwise 
been wasted, rescuing the equiva-
lent of 4 tractor trailers filled with 
food from being sent to landfills.

The Greater Boston Collab-
orative Food Access Hub is a 
27,000 square-foot warehouse 
space managed by the YMCA of 
Greater Boston, in partnership 
with 8 anti-poverty, food access, 
and food recovery organizations, 
with support from the City of Bos-
ton’s  Office of Food Justice  and 
Mass General Brigham and serves 
as a regional center for recovering, 
storing, and distributing fresh and 

healthy food to address food inse-
curity across Boston. Located at 30 
Northampton Street in Roxbury, 
the Hub supports the Wu Admin-
istration’s strategy of unlocking 
larger-scale recovery from food 
manufacturing and distribution 
companies not previously possible 
without this scale of storage and 
collaboration, while simultane-
ously supporting expanded access 
to fresh produce for food distribu-
tion sites around the City. 

“In the face of growing food 
insecurity, our city departments 
and community partners have 
worked tirelessly to protect our 
residents and coordinate all 
available resources,” said  Mayor 
Michelle Wu.  “I am grateful for 
the many partners who have gone 
above and beyond to collaborate. 
The Greater Boston Collaborate 

Food Access Hub has helped 
expand our capacity to ensure 
every family in Boston has access 
to the nutritious food they need to 
be happy, healthy, and safe.”

The emergency food system 
in Boston faced unprecedented 
demand during the pandemic and 
remains strained today. As food 
prices continue to soar, and Boston 
faces some of the highest grocery 
prices in the country, the need for 
storage — particularly cold stor-
age — is critical. The Food Access 
Hub takes direct action on several 
recommendations from the Office 
of Food Justice’s  Food Recovery 
Assessment Report, released in 
November 2024, which identified 
an increased need for collabora-
tion and cold storage infrastruc-
ture among organizations serving 
food insecure residents. In addi-
tion to supporting the Hub,  the 
Office of Food Justice also award-
ed 12 grants, totaling $500,000, to 
support neighborhood-based food 
distribution non-profits in procur-
ing expanded cold storage for per-
ishable food, including recovered 
and donated food.

The Food Access Hub partner-
ship dovetails with action earlier 
this month by the City and the 
Boston Foundation to launch a 
Fund to keep food on the table for 
residents impacted by the federal 
uncertainty surrounding SNAP 
funding.  Two weeks ago, the City 
and the Foundation seeded the 

effort with an initial $1 million, 
and thanks to the Boston Foun-
dation and generous partners, 
commitments to the Fund have 
grown to $3.2 million.   To-date, 
$2 million has been distributed to 
the Greater Boston Food Bank and 
more than 60 food pantries and 
community-based organizations 
across Boston and the region.  As 
part of this effort, the YMCA of 
Greater Boston has also received 
funds to work with a dozen part-
ners to deliver more than 10,000 
grocery gift cards to residents to 
purchase food at local stores. 

“Mayor Wu’s swift, compas-
sionate leadership in this moment 
of federal failure reflects the best 
of our communities values, and 
the Boston Foundation is proud 
to stand with her—and with 
our remarkable community of 
donors—to ensure our neighbors 
don’t go hungry,” said Lee Pelton, 
President and CEO of the Boston 
Foundation. “Together, we are ral-
lying the generosity and commit-
ment of this community to sup-
port the food banks, pantries, and 
frontline organizations working 
tirelessly to make sure every fam-
ily in Greater Boston has fresh and 
healthy food.”

According to the National 
Resource Defense Council, an 
estimated 130,000 tons of food 
are wasted in Boston each year 
from the residential, commercial, 
and industrial sectors, comprising 

over 25 percent of all waste. In 
2023, the City of Boston signed 
onto the Milan Food Policy Pact, 
the world’s first international 
agreement focused on urban food 
policies, guiding cities toward sus-
tainable, equitable food systems. 
In March 2024, Mayor Wu and 
Boston City Council allocated $2 
million in federal American Res-
cue Plan Act to launch the Food 
Access Hub — a pilot project 
based on Milan, Italy’s innova-
tive  Food Waste Hubs  —  and 
support cold storage at additional 
sites across the City. Mass General 
Brigham later committed $3 mil-
lion in September 2025 to support 
the project over 5 years and will 
evaluate how the project impacts 
local health outcomes. 

The YMCA of Greater Boston 
has partnered with 30 local food 
access, food recovery, and food 
system organizations to develop 
a strategy and collaborative struc-
tures, leased the former Amazon 
warehouse at 30 Northampton 
Street with 5,500 square feet of 
refrigeration and freezer space, 
and begun working with partners 
to expand the Food Access Hub’s 
food recovery and distribution 
operations. 

“Recent events even further 
illustrate how critical it is that 
we have the most innovative, col-
laborative, efficient food system 

Wu celebrates progress of greater Boston collaborative 
food Access Hub amid national SNAP emergency

Mayor Michelle Wu

(SNAP Pg. 4)
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possible to meet the needs of our 
neighbors,” said  David Shapiro, 
President and CEO of the YMCA 
of Greater Boston.  “This collab-
orative food hub is more than a 
storage and distribution center 
— it’s a model for how we can 
remove barriers, share capacity, 
and collaborate, as individuals and 
organizations, to reduce waste, 
increase access to fresh and nutri-
tious foods, and strengthen the 
resilience of communities across 

Boston. None of this happens 
alone. We are grateful to Mayor 
Wu, the City Council, Mass Gen-
eral Brigham, and our partners 
across the city who believe, as we 
do, that reliable access to healthy 
food is a fundamental part of com-
munity health and thriving.”

“At Mass General Brigham, we 
believe that food is medicine and 
that investing in partnerships like 
the Food Access Hub strength-
ens the foundation for long-term 

health,” said  Dr. Elsie Taveras, 
Chief Community Health and 
Health Equity Officer at Mass 
General Brigham.  “Our research 
shows that one in three Massa-
chusetts residents faces food inse-
curity, underscoring how urgent 
this work is. By embedding these 
efforts directly in the neighbor-
hoods we serve and collaborat-
ing with organizations that know 
these communities best, we can 
make nutritious food more acces-

sible, support better management 
of chronic disease, and move clos-
er to creating a healthier Boston 
for everyone.”

“Like many cities around the 
world, far too much food comes 
to Boston but does not get con-
sumed, which is why 8 percent of 
all global carbon emissions come 
from food waste,” said  Brian 
Swett, Chief Climate Officer for 
the City of Boston.  “This Hub 
is a win-win for Boston, putting 

healthy and nutritious food on 
the tables of families in need while 
simultaneously reducing our City’s 
carbon footprint.”

“The model of the Greater Bos-
ton Collaborative Food Access 
Hub has demonstrated the value 
of investment in a more resilient 
and collaborative food system that 
creates collaboration that builds 
on our strengths,” said Aliza Was-
serman, Director of the Mayor’s 
Office of Food Justice. “We intend 
to continue our progress until 
we have drastically reduced the 
amount of fresh, healthy food that 
goes to waste while our neighbors 
struggle to afford nutritious, cul-
turally relevant food.”

“Our work to address skyrock-
eting food insecurity by maximiz-
ing scaled food recovery oppor-
tunities is drastically improved 
through this partnership” 
said  Rachel Albert, Executive 
Director of Food Link. “The rad-
ical collaboration in every phase 
from visioning to operations will 
allow us to maximize this infra-
structure investment.”

The Greater Boston YMCA 
and the City of Boston are current-
ly working with partners across 
the city to develop a network with 
innovative, grocery-style pilot dis-
tribution centers for fresh food. 
The City anticipates this phase of 
the pilot project to begin in early 
2026.
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John L. Tobin, Esquire
One Thompson Square, Suite 105, Charlestown

617-242-7881
Attorney & Real Estate Broker 

johnltobin@gmail.com 

Wishing All Happy Holidays!

FCNY is working to improve the quality of life  
for Charlestown residents & visitors

www.friendscny.org

FROM THE FRIENDS OF THE CHARLESTOWN NAVY YARD

BECOME

A MEMBER
Visit our website to renew membership 

or join us as a new member.

MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTOS BY PAUL BOLOGNA

Shown are scenes from the Nov. 12 tree cutting ceremony for the Boston Common’s holiday tree in 
Lunenburg, Nova Scotia.

hand for the event, which included 
an Indigenous tree smudging ritual 
prior to the cutting of the tree. The 
45-foot white spruce was planted 
40 years ago by the Feener family 
who dreamed that it would one 
day be the ‘Tree for Boston.’ 

Nova Scotia gifts a tree to the 
City of Boston each year in recog-
nition of the aid Boston sent north 
after the deadly Halifax Explosion 
of 1917. Caused by the collision 
of two wartime ships — one of 
which was carrying explosives — 
the blast killed about 2,000 peo-
ple, wounded 9,000 others, and 
leveled a large section of the city.

The tree will be lit at approx-

imately 7:55 p.m. on Thursday, 
Dec. 4, as the City of Boston’s offi-
cial tree lighting is celebrated on 
Boston Common from 6 to 8 p.m. 
The ceremony will be broadcast 
live on WCVB Channel 5 starting 
at 7 p.m.

The annual tree lighting on 
Boston Common is presented by 
the Boston Parks and Recreation 
Department and title sponsor, 
The Province of Nova Scotia. The 
event is supported by presenting 
sponsor Amazon, signature spon-
sor Meet Boston, key sponsors 
Constellation Power and JetBlue, 
and media sponsors WCVB Chan-
nel 5 and The Boston Globe.

Holiday Tree (from pg. 1)

SNAP (from pg. 3)

PLEASE CONSIDER US IN YOUR YEAR END GIVING
https://www.kennedycenter.org/give/donate-now/

Happy Holidays
From the Kennedy Center!

Wishing all of 

Charlestown a 

Happy & Healthy

Thanksgiving

Knights of Columbus
Bunker Hill Council #62

545 Medford Street
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Paid Political Advertisement

Paid Political Advertisement

State Senator
Sal DiDomenico

& Family

Have a wonderful 
Thanksgiving!

GRACE BLOODWELL 
Broker

20+ Years Experience, 
Local Resident

Seller, Buyer & Landlord 
Representation

617-512-4939
grace.bloodwell@nemoves.com

Coldwell Banker | 91 Main Street 

Charlestown MA

Wishing everyone 
in Charlestown

a very
Happy

Thanksgiving
Just Rented!

?

Happy 
Thanksgiving! 

from everyone 
‘Up at the Club’

Charlestown 
Boys and Girls Club

Or
Donate
Here

Happy Thanksgiving
From the Friends of the Charlestown Library

We hope that you will 
remember us for your 

year-end giving. Learn more at: 
friendsofcharlestownlib.org 

Member of the Charlestown 
High School cheerleading team 
got together for a team photo 
(below) at the annual BPS cheer-
leading competition held Sun-
day, November 9, at Madison 
Park in Roxbury.  All-stars from 
Charlestown (right) are Arryah 
Beckett, Alisson Santos and 
LeLanni Langford.

CHEERLEADING ALL-STARS

N A N C Y  K U E N Y
Gibson Sotheby’s International Realty

Nancy.Kueny@GibsonSIR.com

www.nancykueny.com/blog

617.697.9819

H A P P Y  T H A N K S G I V I N G
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MOH Income Restricted Rental Opportunity 
BARTLETT STATION F5  

59 BARTLETT STATION Drive 
ROXBURY, MA 02119 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(5) Homeless Set-aside units will be filled through direct referral from HomeStart. For more information, please contact us at the email 
address or phone number below. For direct referrals, please visit https://www.homestart.org/bostonhsa. 

 

*(1) 1BR @ 50%  (1) 1BR @ 60% , units will have a preference for households holding an Alternative Housing Voucher (AHVP). For more information please 
visit: https://www.mass.gov/how-to/apply-for-the-alternative-housing-voucher-program-ahvp 

**Minimum Incomes are set by owner + based on # of bedrooms + Area Median Income (AMI). Minimum incomes do not apply to households with housing 
assistance (Section 8, MRVP, VASH) or for the units in this development that include a project-based voucher. 
 

**Maximum Incomes  
(set by HUD/MOH + based on household size + Area Median Income (AMI) 

Household size 30% AMI 50% AMI 60% AMI 80% AMI 

1                $34,740            $57,900                        $69,480                        $92,640 

2                $39,720            $66,200                        $79,440                        $105,920 

3                $44,670            $74,450                        $89,340                        $119,120 

4                $49,620            $82,700                        $99,240                        $132,320 

5                $53,610            $89,350                        $107,220                        $142,960 

6                $57,570            $95,950                        $115,140                        $153,520 
 

 
Applications are available during the application period for 66 days, from 11/03/2025 to 01/08/2026. 

 
To fill out an application online, please visit  bit.ly/BOSHousingLottery and select “RENTAL: Bartlett Station F5” 

 
 To download a pdf application to be mailed, faxed or dropped off please visit https://bit.ly/BartlettF5Apps 

 
To have a hard copy of the application mailed to your mailing address, please call 617-442-8472 or via email at skhemraj@winnco.com     

 
 

Applications are available in person on the following days, dates, and times in the following place(s) 

Day Date Time Location 

 

Weekdays 11/03/25 to 01/08/26 9:00am to noon 233 Blue Hill Ave. - Roxbury, MA 02119 

Weekdays 11/03/25 to 01/08/26 1:00pm to 4:00pm 233 Blue Hill Ave. - Roxbury, MA 02119 

Wednesday 11/12/25 6:00pm to 8:00pm 10 Bartlett Street - Roxbury, MA 02119 

Monday 11/24/25 6:00pm to 8:00pm 10 Bartlett Street - Roxbury, MA 02119 

 
 

 

5 units are Homeless Set-asides that are NOT in the lottery 

# of Units # of bedrooms Estimated 
Square 

Footage 

Rent Maximum Income 
Limit (% AMI) 

# built out for mobility 
impairments 

# built out for 
hearing impairments 

1 1 734 30% of HH Income 30% - - 

2 2 760 30% of HH Income 30% - - 

2 3 1,000 30% of HH Income 30% - 1 

32 Income-restricted units IN THE LOTTERY 

# of Units # of 
bedrooms 

Estimate
d Square 
Footage 

Rent Minimum 
Income** 

Maximum Income 
Limit  (Based on 

HH Size + AMI %)*** 

# built out for 
mobility 

impairments 

# built out for 
hearing 

impairments 

1* 1 585 $1,551 $45,326 50% 1 - 

1* 1 620 $1,861 $54,411 60% 1 - 

16 2 800 $2,233 $65,280 60% - - 

8 2 800 $2,978 $82,286 80% - 1 

1 3 1,009 $2,150 $62,846 50% - - 

3 3 990 $2,580 $75,394 60% - - 

2 3 978 $3,441 $95,040 80% - - 

MOH Income Restricted Rental Opportunity 
BARTLETT STATION F5  

59 BARTLETT STATION Drive 
ROXBURY, MA 02119 
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Special to the Patriot-Bridge

Building on its nearly 10 years 
of work to create a vibrant, wel-
coming, and resilient Boston 
Harborwalk, Boston Harbor 
Now  has appointed its first-ever 
Senior Manager for Harborwalk, 
Access and Resilience overseeing 
the 43-mile coastline public trail.

The recruitment of Jason Run-
dle, a coastal access and environ-
mental advocate who also holds a 
graduate degree in public health, 
puts a dedicated lead and cham-
pion  in charge of all aspects of 
implementing Boston Harbor 
Now’s Harborwalk 2.0 vision 
for an improved,  43-mile public 
waterfront trail that is resilient 
to the impacts of rising sea levels 
and storm surges while remaining 
fully accessible and welcoming 
to all.  Rundle will also focus on 
local and state policy and regu-
latory reforms in support of cli-
mate resilience projects along the 
waterfront, and build coalitions 
of partners to activate Boston’s 
Harborwalk with new, welcoming 
public programming and special 
events. 

“We’re excited to welcome 
Jason Rundle to our team, both as 
a talented  and experienced open 
space advocate and environmen-
tal leader and as the embodiment 
of Boston Harbor Now’s com-
mitment to ensuring the Harbor-
walk  remains one of our City’s 
most vital and beloved public 
assets,’’ said Boston Harbor Now 
Chief Impact Officer Linda Orel. 
“This role has been needed for a 
long time to help our waterfront 
live up to its full promise for every-
one. We’re truly grateful to the 
donors and partners who stepped 
up to make it happen. Their sup-
port means we can better care 
for the Boston Harborwalk and 
ensure more people experience the 
full benefits of living in a premier 
coastal city.”

Having recently marked its 
40th anniversary, the Boston Har-
borwalk is the result of decades of 
collaborative planning and devel-
opment that have transformed 
the city’s waterfront and ensured 
public access to it throughout East 
Boston, Charlestown, and from 
the North End through Wharf 
District, the South Boston Water-
front,  into Dorchester. Boston 
Harbor Now has been a key lead-
er in ensuring that new and rede-
veloped properties along Boston 
Harbor comply with Massachu-

setts Chapter 91, the state’s Public 
Waterfront Act that protects the 
public’s right to access, use, and 
enjoy the waterfront. This work 
helps guarantee that these projects 
meet public access requirements 
and fulfill their commitments to 
provide facilities of public accom-
modation, including community 
meeting rooms, public restrooms, 
and other resources required as 
a condition of their development 
approvals.

Harborwalk 2.0, one of Boston 
Harbor Now’s most important 
strategic priorities for the next 
five years and beyond, is a set of 
planning and design standards 
designed to ensure that the water-
front is:

• Accessible  and welcoming 
to all residents and visitors, with 
well-marked connections to adja-
cent neighborhoods, robust water 
transportation options, and wide-
spread access to the Boston Har-
bor Islands National and State 
Park.

• Continuously improved, 
through physical improve-
ments and nature-based approach-
es - like restored wetlands and 
living shorelines - to buffer coast-
al neighborhoods from climate 
impacts, ensuring maximum resil-
iency to climate impacts.

• Enlivened year-round desti-
nation with programs and ame-
nities that attract people from all 
over Boston and beyond.

Rundle said: “The Harborwalk 
is a uniquely wonderful  open 
space where people can connect to 
Boston’s history, culture, and one 
another.   I’m excited to collabo-
rate with the more than 360 prop-
erty owners and managers  along 
the Harborwalk to make it even 
more of a place of joy and connec-
tion for every Bostonian and the 

Boston Harbor Now 
bolsters resilient, 
welcoming Harborwalk

Jason Rundle.

See HARBORWALK Page 14
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OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$195.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

William Robert "Elmo" Lane
US Postal Service Retiree

OBITUARIES

William Robert “Elmo” Lane, 
76, of Plymouth, passed away 

unexpectedly on November 
14, 2025, at Beth Israel 

Deaconess Hospital in 
Plymouth, with his 
family by his side.

Born in Boston on March 
10, 1949, to the late Charles and 
Margaret (McDonald) Lane, Wil-
liam was raised in Charlestown 
and later attended Bunker Hill 
Community College. He dedicat-
ed decades of service as a Main-
tenance Supervisor for the United 
States Postal Service in Boston 
before retiring. A proud United 
States Air Force Veteran, he hon-
orably served during the Vietnam 
War.

William had a deep love for the 
water and could often be found 
boating on the pond near his 
home with his beloved wife, Ruth. 
He enjoyed fishing, spending time 
with his grandchildren, and caring 
for his dogs, who brought him 
great joy.

He is predeceased by his par-
ents, Charles and Margaret Lane, 
and his daughter, Mary Ann 
Fiaschetti. William was the devot-
ed husband of Ruth (Haley) Lane 
of Plymouth; the loving father 
of Ruth Leitch and her husband, 
Glenn Moore of Whitman, Viv-
ian “Marie” Lane of Alabama, 
and the late Mary Ann Fiaschetti 
and her husband,Tony. He was 

the cherished grandfather of Jac-
quelyn Lane, Allison and Chris-
topher Leitch, Haley and Joey 
Fiaschetti, and Paisley Lane; and 
the proud great-grandfather of 
Allie Briggs. He was the brother of 
Beverly Lane Wilson and her late 
husband, Eddie of Tewksbury, 
and the late Charlie Lane. He also 
leaves behind several nieces and 
nephews.

William will be laid to rest with 
full military honors at the Massa-
chusetts National Cemetery, Con-
nery Avenue, Bourne, on Monday, 
December 1, 2025, at 12:45 pm.

In lieu of flowers, donations 
may be made in William’s memo-
ry to Disabled American Veterans, 
PO Box 14301, Cincinnati, OH 
45250-0301, https://help.dav.org/

City of Boston and Northeastern announce new five-year 
pilot agreement and 10-year Institutional Master Plan

Special to the Patriot-Bridge

The City of Boston and North-
eastern University announced 
landmark agreements on an 
Institutional Master Plan (IMP) 
and Payment-in-Lieu-of-Taxes 
(PILOT), which include unprec-
edented housing commitments 
and community benefits for the 
City and neighborhoods around 
Northeastern. The IMP includes 
approximately $62.5 million in 
community benefits over the next 
10 years, as well as $16.5 million 
in community benefits and $6 
million in linkage associated with 
the Matthews Arena redevelop-
ment. The new PILOT agreement 
includes a commitment of more 
than $49 million in cash and com-
munity benefits over the next five 
years. 

“Boston thrives when our lead-
ing institutions match their global 
reach with a deep commitment to 
our neighborhoods,” said  Mayor 
Michelle Wu. “Through these 
landmark agreements, North-
eastern will deliver much-needed 
on-campus student housing, rede-
velop the historic Matthews Arena 
for its next chapter in this city 
of champions, invest tens of mil-
lions for affordable housing and 
community benefits, and respond 
to important neighborhood feed-
back with improvements to public 
access at Carter Playground and 
resources for planning and beau-
tification in Nubian Square. Our 
five-year PILOT agreement sets a 
new standard for higher annual 
cash payments and community 
benefits at a time when Boston tax-
payers need relief. This agreement 
is proof that even in an uncertain 
time, Boston can come together 
with our institutional partners to 
move the city forward.” 

“Northeastern’s Institutional 
Master Plan represents a balanced 
approach that allows the Univer-
sity to invest in its institutional 
growth with a renewed commit-
ment to housing stabilization for 
the surrounding communities,” 
said  Chief of Planning Kairos 
Shen. “I look forward to working 
with Northeastern to realize the 
historic and transformative plans 
in this IMP.”

The IMP enables eight new 
projects that the University plans 
to pursue over the next ten years, 
including on-campus student 
housing, the long-planned rede-
velopment of Matthews Arena, 
and academic spaces. Significant 
investments in housing, jobs, and 
community development are asso-
ciated with these proposed proj-
ects, each of which will go through 
the Article 80 development review 
process run by the City’s Planning 

Department.
“The approval of the new 

Institutional Master Plan marks a 
significant milestone in the ongo-
ing development of Northeastern 
University’s Boston campus to 
support our academic mission,” 
said Northeastern VP & Chief of 
Planning, Real Estate and Facili-
ties Kathy Spiegelman. “We look 
forward to working closely with 
the City and our community part-
ners as we bring this vision to life, 
ensuring that our physical cam-
pus continues to meet the evolv-
ing needs of our students, faculty, 
staff, and the broader Boston com-
munity.” 

Housing Commitments
Under the IMP, Northeastern 

will contribute $10 million over 
the next ten years to invest in 
housing stabilization in the city. 
This money will be allocated to the 
City’s Housing Stabilization Fund, 
Acquisition Opportunity Fund, or 
other City housing programs. In 
addition, in response to calls from 
the community Task Force that 
Northeastern reduce the demand 
for off-campus housing, which 
impacts surrounding neighbor-
hoods, the University made specif-
ic commitments to bring down the 
off-campus student population. 
Building on the momentum of the 
new 1,215-bed residential tower 
at 840 Columbus, which broke 
ground in August, the Universi-
ty set a further target to deliver 
an additional 1,000 new student 
beds in the next five years. The 
City will continue monitoring stu-
dents’ off campus housing impact 
through the University Account-
ability Ordinance report. For the 
first time, should the University 
increase its off-campus student 
population, the City will require 
Northeastern to develop a mitiga-
tion plan and seek City approval 
through a public hearing at the 
BPDA Board. 

“Reclaim Roxbury thanks 
both Mayor Wu’s Administration 
and Northeastern University for 
negotiating a stronger and more 
equitable Institutional Master 
Plan that reflects our commu-
nity’s advocacy. We’re proud 
that our collective efforts helped 
secure $1,000,000 annually to 
support housing stabilization for 
Roxbury residents” said  Reclaim 
Roxbury Executive Director and 
Northeastern Task Force Member, 
Armani White. “We also appreci-
ate Northeastern’s responsiveness 
to community and City calls for 
greater transparency, account-
ability, and partnership, resulting 
in stronger commitments to build 
more on-campus student housing, 
hire local and MWBE contractors, 

and expand community access to 
Carter Playground and the Field 
Bubble. These wins are proof that 
when residents, the City, and our 
institutions work together, we can 
achieve shared prosperity rooted 
in equity and respect.” 

Redeveloping Matthews Arena
The IMP also includes the 

long-planned redevelopment of 
Matthews Arena, which is set to 
begin immediately. Matthews was 
built in 1910, burned down in 
1918, and was replaced with the 
current structure in 1920. Previ-
ously known as Boston Arena, 
this facility was the original home 
of the Boston Bruins and Celtics; 
hosted rallies for Presidents Teddy 
Roosevelt, Howard Taft, and 
FDR; receptions for Charles Lind-
bergh and Amelia Earhart; and 
the funeral of Boston sports icon 
Reggie Lewis. While the historic 
integrity of this structure was sig-
nificantly impacted by renovations 
and additions in 1950, the rede-
veloped arena will preserve and 
incorporate the terracotta arches 
still remaining from the original 
1920 arena. The new arena will 
include basketball and hockey 
facilities, general fitness and recre-
ation space, and create new athlet-
ic and recreational opportunities 
for community members. The 
project will include public realm 
improvements including new 
sidewalks and landscaping on St. 
Botolph Street and Gainsborough 
Street. 

The multi-purpose arena proj-
ect will contribute $5,025,800 
in Linkage funding in support of 
affordable housing, and $977,600 
in Linkage funding in support of 
workforce training. The proj-
ect will fund an expansion of the 
pedestrian space on Gainsborough 
Street and accessibility improve-
ments to a nearby MBTA station. 
The arena will also include bike 
parking, a bikeshare station, and a 
$130,200 contribution to the Bos-
ton Transportation Department in 
support of the bikeshare system 
and expanding access to alterna-
tive forms of transportation. The 
terra cotta arches marking the 
entrance of the existing building 
will be salvaged and reinstalled 
in the lobby of the new building 
and there will be exhibits on the 
history of the arena to preserve its 
importance to the University and 
City. The new arena will also be 
sustainably designed with the use 
of geothermal wells and solar pan-
els.

IMP Community Benefits
Northeastern will extend a 

broad range of community benefits 

(Agreement Pg. 10)
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Special to the Patriot-Bridge

More than 180 community 
members filled the Knights of 
Columbus in Charlestown on 
Thursday, October 23, for the 
inaugural GO for MGH Shining 
Stars Gala, an event created to 
raise funds for the Gynecologic 
Oncology and Infusion Services 
at Massachusetts General Hospi-
tal. The event was a strong suc-
cess, raising more than $50,000 to 
support this mission.

GO for MGH  is a new 
Charlestown-based nonprofit 
dedicated to improving outcomes 
for — and supporting — patients 
of the  Massachusetts General 
Hospital Center for Gynecolog-
ic Oncology. The organization 
raises funds to both  benefit and 

recognize the exceptional nursing 
staff who provide front-line care, 
and to support the Center’s gyne-
cologic research and educational 
efforts, including training and 
conferences that advance cancer 
care.

Gynecologic cancers such 
as ovarian, uterine, cervical, vag-
inal, and vulvar cancers are often 
called  “silent killers.”  They can 
develop with few or no symptoms 
and are tragically frequently diag-
nosed at later stages, when treat-
ment options are more limited 
and outcomes more uncertain.

The Knights of Columbus 
was transformed for the evening, 
with  Merrimack College Austin 

Thankful for neighbors, friendships,
and the spirit of giving that makes

our community special.

HAPPY THANKSGIVING FROM YOUR
CHARLESTOWN AGENTS KAREN & MYLES!

Karen Colombosian & Myles Couyoumjian
(617) 519-6453
Karen.Colombosian@CBRealty.com

More than 180 attend inaugural 'GO for MGH' Shining Stars Gala in Charlestown

See GO FOR MGH Page 9
Shown are scenes form the inaugural GO for MGH Shining Stars Gala.

COURTESY PHOTOS
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Scholars  volunteering their time 
to set up the space, which fea-
tured stunning floral designs from 
Junebug Florist and Artwork from 
Amy Kennedy Slesar. 

The evening included a special 
recognition of four “Shining Star” 
nurses who represent the compas-
sion and excellence of the MGH 
team: Ashley Finerty, RN; Alexyss 
Femino, RN; Elizabeth DiTavi, 
RN; and Erin Tombari, NP. Each 

Shining Star received a recogni-
tion gift, and Elaine Donavon, on 
behalf of Boston City Council-
or Gabriela Coletta Zapata and 
State Representative Dan Ryan, 
presented official congratulations 
from both the City of Boston and 
the Massachusetts House of Rep-
resentatives.

A special thank you was extend-
ed to the event’s  Platinum Spon-
sors:  EY; Jane Reitz Real Estate; 

Tracy Shea Real Estate Team; Jeff 
and Katie Alitz; Nora and Dan 
Blake; Kathleen Moynihan Flock; 
Paul and Cindy Gamble; Andrew 
Hally and Gina Conslyman; and 
Kevin and Sheila Walsh. Their 

leadership and support helped 
make the inaugural gala possible.

Dr. Sara Bouberhan, Gyne-
cologic Medical Oncologist and 
Co-Director of the MGH Gyne-
cologic Program, shared remarks 

on the importance of genetic test-
ing, new treatment advances now 
available, and the critical need for 
women to remain vigilant about 
routine check-ups and screening.

ADVERTISE IN THE PATRIOT-BRIDGE

CALL 781-485-0588

TThhaannkkssggiivviinngg  aanndd  AAddvveenntt  

aatt  tthhee  CChhaarrlleessttoowwnn  CCaatthhoolliicc  CCoollllaabboorraattiivvee--SStt..  MMaarryy--  SStt..  CCaatthheerriinnee  ooff  SSiieennaa..  
The collaborative offices will be closed Nov. 27 through Dec. 2. 

TThhee  GGiivviinngg  TTrreeee  wwiillll  ggoo  uupp  tthhiiss  wweeeekkeenndd!!  GGiiffttss  aarree  dduuee  bbyy  DDeecc..  1144..  

TTHHEE  GGRREEAATT  TTUURRKKEEYY  DDIISSTTRRIIBBUUTTIIOONN  
TTuueessddaayy,,  NNoovv..  2255  at 1pm at Harvest on Vine 
in the parking lot behind St. Catherine’s Rectory at 49 Vine St. 

 
MMaasssseess  oonn  TThhaannkkssggiivviinngg  

8am at St. Mary’s and 9:30am at St. Francis. 
 

Bring a figure from your family’s nativity set for the 
BBlleessssiinngg  ooff  tthhee  CCrreecchhee  

St. Mary’s on Sunday, Nov. 30 following the 11am Mass.  
St. Francis on Saturday, Dec. 6 following the  4pm Mass.  

Cocoa will be served! 
 

Join us on 
MMoonnddaayyss  iinn  AAddvveenntt  for discussion and prayer of this holy time 

starting Dec. 1 at 7pm at our Collaborative Center at 46 Winthrop St. 
  

BBrreeaakkffaasstt  wwiitthh  SSaannttaa,,  
hosted by the BHA

SSuunnddaayy,,  DDeecc..  77    aatt  BBiisshhoopp  LLaawwttoonn  HHaallll  
after the 9:30am Mass at St. Francis.  

Please register in advance at bbhhaassssoocciiaatteess..oorrgg
 

Wishing everyone a
Happy

Thanksgiving!

Thank You to the following organizations for 

sponsoring a table at the Harvest Fair Turkey Dinner.  
Blackmoor Bar and Kitchen  - Monroe - Charlestown Community Closet 

JP Pilates - Alpha Dogs Pet Grooming
 

GO for MGH (from pg. 8)

COURTESY PHOTOS



PA G E  1 0 N o v e m b e r  2 1 ,  2 0 2 5T H E  C H A R L E S T O W N  PAT R I O T- B R I D G E

Agreement (from pg. 7)

As Co-Chairs of the Life Scienc-
es Caucus, Senator Sal DiDomen-
ico and Representative Ann-Mar-
garet Ferrante invited their col-
leagues and staff to visit Amgen’s 
Operations East Coast Innovation 
Center in Cambridge.  The group 
had the opportunity to see first-
hand the groundbreaking medical 
research and discovery happening 
at this facility.

“It was inspiring to see this cut-
ting-edge innovation happening 
here in Massachusetts, the heart 
of scientific advancement.” said 
DiDomenico.

LIFE SCIENCE CAUCUS CO-CHAIR DIDOMENICO BRINGS COLLEAGUES TO AMGEN

 Shown above, Senator Sal 
DiDomenico with State House col-
leagues and Amgen leaders

Life Science Caucus Co-Chair 
Senator Sal DiDomenico, welcom-
ing his colleagues to the tour.

 Shown left, Senator Sal 
DiDomenico and his colleagues 
learning about the life science 
work taking place at the facility.

negotiated in its last IMP. The Uni-
versity remains committed to its 
partnership with the Boston Public 
Schools, including meeting the full 
demonstrated need of all admitted 
students and offering pre-college 
programming to ensure BPS stu-
dents are college-ready. The City 
and the University will engage 
and collaborate on consolidating, 
adapting, and creating new inno-
vative programs to ensure that 
what is offered remains effective 
and of value to the community.

The University is also renewing 
its commitment to the local and 
MWBE procurement goals from 
the 2013 IMP. These goals include 
20% of all University discretion-
ary spending to SLBEs and 12% to 
MWBEs as well as 30% of design 
and construction spending to 
MBEs and 10% to WBEs. North-
eastern’s combined FY24 supplier 
spend across all underrepresented 
businesses totaled approximately 
$335.54 million. As part of this 
renewed commitment, the Univer-
sity has agreed to contract with a 
consultant to explore methods and 
tools to achieve these spending 
goals within this new IMP term. 

Under the IMP, the Boston 
Parks Department and Univer-
sity will amend their decade-old 
license agreement Carter Play-

ground in response to community 
feedback to expand the evening 
and weekend hours of BPS and 
community use of the athletic 
fields and tennis courts, which are 
maintained by the University. The 
revised agreement will expand 
afterschool, evening, and weekend 
hours on the fields during all sea-
sons, and under the winter Bub-
ble, allowing more BPS teams and 
community clubs to make active 
use of these facilities. The agree-
ment will also  improve signage 
and scoreboard and restroom 
access to make the fields a better 
resource for all community mem-
bers. Northeastern has also com-
mitted to annual reviews of this 
arrangement, and future negotia-
tions after the completion of the 
new arena to further expand com-
munity access.

“Carter Playground is a public 
park and one of the busiest and 
most important athletic facilities in 
Boston,” said Interim Parks Com-
missioner, Cathy Baker-Eclipse. 
“We are pleased that the updated 
agreement will give BPS student 
athletes and community groups 
even more access to these excellent 
facilities, during all seasons, and 
we thank Northeastern for their 
continued partnership.”

Community Space
The University will operate a 

space with community focused 
programming on the ground floor 
of their new dorm building at 840 
Columbus Avenue which is cur-
rently under construction at a cost 
of approximately $20 million over 
the next ten years. Programming 
in this space will support educa-
tional access, jobs and workforce 
development, small business sup-
port, and building capacity for 
existing community organizations 
that address economic develop-
ment. 

Landmark PILOT Agreement
Beyond commitments includ-

ed in the new IMP, Northeastern 
has agreed to a new five-year Pay-
ment-In-Lieu-of-Taxes (PILOT) 
agreement with the City, which 
includes cash and community ben-
efits commitments of more than 
$49 million over this period.

Northeastern has been a 
long-standing partner with the 
City of Boston through Boston’s 
nation-leading PILOT program, 
a system launched in 2012 that 
governs annual voluntary cash 
and community benefit contribu-
tions from the City’s largest pri-
vate, non-profit, and tax-exempt 
institutions. This partnership is 

based on the mutual understand-
ing that a welcoming, safe, and 
financially stable City which deliv-
ers high-quality essential services 
is critical to the continued success 
and financial health of Boston’s 
large nonprofit institutions.  

The new agreement is the first 
written PILOT agreement between 
the City and Northeastern in 
decades, creating a predictable 
and reliable schedule of valuable 
partnership benefits for the City.  

As part of the new five-year 
agreement, Northeastern will 
increase its annual PILOT cash 
payments to the City from 
$1,900,000 in FY25 to $2,600,000 
in FY30. This represents a 36.8% 
percent increase over Northeast-
ern’s present-day PILOT contri-
bution baseline which has not 
changed since 2020. 

Investments in Nubian Square
Incremental cash contributions 

will support city-wide priorities, 
and include community invest-
ments and planning in Nubian 
Square and Roxbury in response 
to the Wu administration’s prior-
ity of investing in the vitality and 
opportunity in Nubian Square. 
Funds will support beautification 
and other community-led initia-
tives for the Square.

PILOT Community Benefits
Additionally, Northeastern 

commits to contributing annual 
PILOT community benefits val-
ued at a total of $37 million over 
the term of the 5-year agreement, 
benefits that will be reported 
annually to the City and subject 
to annual review to align with 
city and community needs. This 
amount reflects Northeastern’s 
commitment to sustain and grow 
its baseline community benefit 
commitments to support public 
education, housing, community 
access to public and institutional 
spaces, and a mutually agreed list 
of other shared City and institu-
tional priorities. Community ben-
efits eligible to be counted toward 
this goal are quantifiable, directly 
benefit City of Boston residents, 
are not included in other arrange-
ments such as IMP and Article 80 
agreements, and are not part of 
the core mission and services of 
the institution.  

Northeastern and the City com-
mit to renewing a mutually agree-
able voluntary PILOT agreement 
before expiration of the proposed 
five-year agreement on June 30, 
2030. 
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Concert (from pg. 1)

Special to the Patriot-Bridge

The 2026 Boston Inauguration 
Committee today announced that 
the City of Boston will host Mayor 
Michelle Wu’s swearing in ceremo-
ny for her second term as mayor 
on the first Monday of the year in 
accordance with the City Charter, 
on January 5th, 2026 at 10 a.m. 
The inauguration ceremony for 
Mayor Michelle Wu and the Bos-
ton City Council will take place at 
the historic Boston Symphony Hall. 
Following the ceremony, Mayor 
Michelle Wu will host a series of 
events and activations throughout 
the week to highlight and connect 
our city. Julia Leja will serve as the 
Chair of the Inaugural Commit-

tee, and Jessicah Pierre, who will 
transition out of her role as the 
Chief Communications Officer for 
the City of Boston, will serve as 
the Creative Executive Producer 
spearheading the communications 
strategy and creative direction for 
the inauguration and community 
events that will take place across 
the city during the week of January 
5th, 2026.

“Our mission is to make Boston 
a home for everyone and I’m hon-
ored to continue to serve our com-
munities,” said Mayor Michelle 
Wu. “Over the last four years of 
our administration, Jessicah’s lead-
ership, creativity, and dedication 
to our city have been essential to 
delivering results and connect-

ing residents across our neigh-
borhoods, creating empowering 
spaces and celebrating our com-
munities. She has been an essential 
advisor and visionary stewarding 
our administration’s most import-
ant initiatives and foundational 
responsibilities. I’m grateful that 
her leadership will help us kick off 
the new year with a focus on Bos-
ton’s progress and determination 
to keep moving forward.”

“I’m thrilled to have the oppor-
tunity to create spaces for residents 
to build community and engage in 
a shared vision for the City of Bos-
ton,” said Jessicah Pierre. “Serving 
as the Chief Communications Offi-
cer for the city that raised me has 
been the honor of my lifetime and 

I’m grateful to have the opportuni-
ty to continue to serve in this new 
capacity.” 

Pierre has served as Chief Com-
munications Officer for the City 
of Boston under the leadership of 
Mayor Michelle Wu since Decem-
ber 2021, driving communications 
and messaging strategy for the 
City of Boston. In this role, she 
served as the lead communica-
tions director, spokesperson and 
advisor to the Mayor elevating the 
City of Boston’s brand and the Wu 
administration’s policy priorities 
to Boston residents, the media, 
funders, community organiza-
tions, and partners. She has also 
executed the City’s biggest events 
such as Mayor Wu’s annual State 

of the City addresses. In alignment 
with Mayor Wu’s goals, Pierre has 
ensured the City of Boston’s mes-
saging is accessible to everyone. 
She has led outreach to multilin-
gual media platforms and deep-
ened relationships with communi-
ty-based media. She has also spear-
headed the City’s partnerships with 
content creators to help reach res-
idents where they are—executing 
on the City of Boston’s first ever 
Content Creator Summit. 

Media guidelines for Mayor 
Wu’s swearing-in ceremony and 
additional details on the events and 
activations happening the week of 
the inauguration will be shared at 
a later date. 

Swearing-in ceremony for Mayor Wu and the Boston City Council set for Jan. 5

The concert is free with a sug-
gestion of donations to Harvest on 
Vine Food Pantry. 

The Beatrice MasterSingers, a 
distinguished ensemble within the 
Dee Opera Company, was found-
ed by Artistic Director Stephanie 
Beatrice to bring a unique level of 
vocal artistry to the presentation 
of choral music. This professional 
choir of 24 voices is dedicated not 
only to musical excellence but also 
to creating a profound listening 
experience rooted in the funda-
mentals of choral artistry. Every 
performance is crafted to embody 
a seamless, unified sound that hon-
ors the music’s intentions and cap-
tures an authentic expression of 
human connection.

We had some questions for Ms. 
Beatrice

Why did you form the 
Beatrice MasterSingers?

I’ve always had a dream of hav-
ing my own professional choir, 
though seeing it being realized was 
a beautiful coincidence of fate. In 
March of last year I started my 
own opera company Dee Opera, 
with the hope that over time I 
could expand this company into a 
series of programs and ensembles 
that would be exemplars of the 
wonderous possibilities of excel-
lence in music making. At the time 
I didn’t expect that the addition 
of a choral group would come so 
soon.  

Fate would have it that Lee Eise-
man reached out to me last year 
with the opportunity of perform-
ing for the annual Holiday Concert 
at the lovely St. Mary-St. Cather-
ine of Siena Church, in the con-
cert series that has been running 
around 40 years. With this oppor-
tunity I was able to put together a 
choir of professional opera singers 
– forming The Beatrice Masters-
ingers. Together, we were able to 
present a wonderful afternoon of 
advent music, born that evening 
was vision of a choral music that 

both Lee and I had been seeking. 
The parallels of The Beatrice 

Mastersingers founding coming 
forth through the Christmas sea-
son feel poetic – I’m grateful to Lee 
Eiseman, St.Mary-St.Catherine of 
Siena Parish, and Friends of the 
Charlestown Library for their part 
in our origins and for having us 
back for another year of engaging 
and thoughtful music making. 
Tell us about some of the individ-

uals in the ensemble
I feel very grateful to know and 

be surrounded by so many talent-
ed professional musicians. The 
ensemble is comprised of friends 
and colleagues of mine that I have 
met over the years and have had 
the pleasure of making music with 
time and time again. Some are 
people whom I’ve had as friends 
since my time in school at New 
England Conservatory, and we’ve 
watched each other grow into the 
musicians we are today; we met 
others through work together in 
other musical projects. A commu-
nity of friendship runs through the 
ensemble—with me, but also with 
each other. 

These people are some of the 
most talented you’ll meet; together 
they are amazing, but you could 
pluck out any individual singer 
and have a star soloist. Each singer 
brings a unique sound and musical 
perspective. Their individual artist-
ry, when melded together, creates a 
musical experience you won’t find 
anywhere else. 

Some people might think opera 
singers can’t sing choral music, but 
I say Absolutely They Can! They 
don’t all have the same “sound,” 
but they all have heart, and artist-
ry, and a love of singing. When we 
make music together the commu-
nity within our ensemble vibrates 
as one. 

Words cannot truly capture 
how special these people are to me. 
I have so much love and gratitude 
for each of them. 

What are your plans for doing 
opera in Boston?

I’m excited to announce that 
Dee Opera will be performing for 
the National Opera Associations 
annual conference coming to Bos-
ton in January 2026!

We will be performing Michael 
Ching’s opera comedy Speed Dat-
ing Tonight! This witty produc-
tion is a theatrical unraveling of 
today dating scene. In a world 
where looking for love can feel like 
wadding through a sea of missed 
connections, our production takes 
a comical dive into the people, per-
sonalities, and taboos of what is in 
finding a partner. 

We will be joined by the com-
poser at the conference for an 
introductory welcome to the per-
formance. The cast is comprised of 
Beatrice Mastersingers: Erin Dil-
worth, Naré Kim, Eliza Howell, 
Sara Mitnik, Michael González, 
Thai Johnson, and David Smyth. 
Performances open to the public to 
follow, with more information to 
come. To stay up to date follow us 
on social media @dee.opera or visit 
our website https://www.deeopera.
org/

We have other projects in the 
works but need support – if you 
are interested in supporting us, 
we’d love to connect!
What is the Charlestown Christ-
mas Concert different from the 

offerings of many local choruses?
There are several points as to 

why, let me first say that we are 
lucky to live in an area where 
we have an abundance of musi-
cal ensembles and concerts. The 
size of the music community in 
Boston is unlike any other. That 
being said, you aren’t going to find 
another concert like this. First, our 
ensemble is composed professional 
singers (and in opera!) the sound 
you are getting from this group 
isn’t like what you are going to 
hear elsewhere. Second, the pro-
gramming is direct; it’s all Advent 
music. It’s the tunes we all know 

and love that have carried the spirit 
of the season for generations, but 
we have been hearing less of. On 
this Christmas Concert, we are 
giving you time and space to hear, 
heal, reflect, and rejoice, and in the 
end, we invite you to sing with us. 
There is something powerful in 
200+ people standing and singing 
together in jubilation. 

Most importantly, this concert 
is for everyone. It is free , although 
donations to the Harvest on Vine 
Food Pantry are welcome, but this 
concert is a gift of music, from us 
to you. 

Is it similar to what Brits might 
expect?

Yes and no. The long-standing 
British choral tradition and dis-
tinctive style of choral singing and 
composition developed particular-
ly through cathedrals, collegiate 
chapels, and church choirs. It’s 
characterized by purity of tone, 
clear diction, and a focus on sacred 
or liturgical music. These qualities 
are present in our performance. 

This tradition dates back to the 
Renaissance and has continued 
through centuries of church music 
— with composers like Thomas 
Tallis, William Byrd, and later fig-
ures such as Edward Elgar, Ralph 
Vaughan Williams, and Benjamin 
Britten shaping its sound.

Today, musicians like David 
Willcocks and John Rutter carry 
that tradition forward, especially 
through Christmas music.

But we approach the idea of 
blend differently. British choral 
music often emphasizes blending 
through minimal vibrato, light 
tone and discourages individual 
projection. Our singers are encour-
aged to sing freely and beautifully, 
our blend is achieved in honoring 
our overtones, vowels, and how 
our voices compliment one anoth-
er, rather than trying to all sound 
the same. You may not notice any 
difference, but you will be moved. 

The Woodberry and Harris 
organ, in place since St. Mary’s 
consecration in 1892 will support 

the congregation with its sono-
rous tones. Denmark native Hein-
rich Christensen earned an Artist 
Diploma in Organ Performance 
from the Boston Conservatory 
where his teacher was James David 
Christie. He was appointed Music 
Director of King’s Chapel in 2000 
and is also active as a writer, teach-
er and with the American Guild of 
Organists.

St. Mary’s Parish was formed 
in 1828 to serve the burgeoning 
Irish Population of Charlestown in 
1892. The magnificent 1200 seat 
structure designed by P.C. Keely the 
Tudor-Gothic style was dedicated 
in 1892. The distinctive ceiling is 
of a hammerbeam design; above 
it, massive timber trusses obviate 
the need for columns and allow 
unobstructed views. The acous-
tics are also quite sumptuous. The 
large-scale brass light fixtures from 
the 1890’s were originally designed 
to be used for gas or electricity 
because electric lighting was con-
sidered experimental at that time. 
Perhaps the most striking features 
of St. Mary’s are the many large 
stained-glass windows. Mayer of 
Munich, who manufactured the 
windows, remains in operation 
today and run by the fifth genera-
tion of the family. 

The Friends of the Charlestown 
Branch Library supports for the 
branch and programs for the com-
munity, underwriting purchases 
of needed books and equipment 
that faIl outside city budget alloca-
tions. Through the Friends gener-
osity historic paintings have been 
restored, a piano purchased, and 
chairs re-upholstered. The Friends 
also schedule evening programs 
every year, support the Reading is 
FUNdamental programs for chil-
dren, and maintain the library’s 
landscaping. The mission of the 
Friends remains today what it was 
in 1953: to serve as an advocacy 
and support group for the needs of 
the Charlestown Branch Library, 
its staff and users.
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Visit www.charlestownbridge.com

Dianevalle@gmail.com    617-791-5663 
www.bostonpp.com 

Diane Valle 

HHaappppyy  TThhaannkkssggiivviinngg  CChhaarrlleessttoowwnn!!
SARAH JOSEPHA 

HALE
Mother of Thanksgiving

Her letters convinced President Lincoln to 
establish the first national Thanksgiving in 1863.  
She also led the celebrated 
Women’s Fair & Bake Sale
 at Faneuil Hall, 
raising the funds 
needed to complete 
the Bunker Hill Monument.

Senator Sal DiDomenico 
received The Loop Lab’s 2025 
Dream Award at their Loop 
Dreams event. DiDomenico 
secured funding for the Loop Lab 
in this year’s state budget to sup-
port their programs that empower 
youth to access careers in media 
arts through job training and paid 
internships.

  “I am proud to support and 
help secure funding for this fan-
tastic organization that works to 
amplify equality and inclusion in 
the media arts industry in my dis-
trict and beyond,” said  Senator 
DiDomenico.

Fueled by a passion for social 
justice and a belief in the transfor-
mative power of media arts, The 
Loop Lab is a non-profit orga-
nization started in 2017 with a 
clear mission: empowering youth 
towards careers in media arts. 
Each year The Loop Lab edu-
cates, secures employment and 
assists aspiring entrepreneurs in 
the media art and audio/visual sec-
tor throughout the Greater Boston 
region. They also pay wages for 
program alumnae while they are 
building their resumes, earning 
industry-approved credentials and 
learning long-lasting skills.

SENATOR DIDOMENICO HONORED BY 
LOOP LAB MEDIA ARTS ORGANIZATION

Senator Sal DiDomenico with the Loop Lab’s Founder and Executive 
Director, Chris Hope.

Happy  
Thanksgiving
To our friends and neighbors–
from the students, faculty, and staff at  
MGH Institute of Health Professions 

mghihp.edu

New England Aquarium invites 
families to special screening of 
Disney and Pixar’s Finding Nemo

The New England Aquarium 
is hosting a family movie night 
during Thanksgiving weekend 
with a special screening of Disney 
and Pixar’s Finding Nemo on the 
Simons Theatre’s five-story giant 
screen.

This family-friendly evening 
offers audiences the chance to 
revisit the ocean adventure that 
introduced millions to the won-
ders of marine life, from clownfish 
and blue tangs to sea turtles and 
white sharks. The screening pro-
vides an opportunity to connect 
beloved animated characters with 
the real animals and conservation 
work that visitors can explore 
throughout the Aquarium.

The event takes place on Satur-

day, November 29, 2025. Doors 
open at 5:30 p.m and the movie 
begins promptly at 6:00 p.m.. 
The screening will be held at the 
New England Aquarium Simons 
Theatre, 1 Central Wharf, Boston, 
MA 02110.

Concessions, including hot 
dogs, popcorn, candy, assorted 
beverages, and themed cocktails, 
will be available for purchase. 
Additionally, a holiday gift shop 
popup in the theater lobby will 
allow guests to complete their sea-
sonal shopping while supporting 
the Aquarium’s mission.

Tickets are available for pur-
chase at https://www.neaq.org/
movienight25.

Tickets are available for purchase at https://www.neaq.org/movienight25.
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ADVERTISE IN THE 
PATRIOT-BRIDGE CALL 781-485-0588

Charlestown Community Health Center

From the Staff of

 

Courtesy Photos

The Advent School community 
dove into a night of celebration 
and generosity at its 2025 Fall 
Benefit, held last Friday at the New 
England Aquarium. More than 
200 guests — including current 
and past parents, alumni, grand-
parents, faculty, staff, and friends 
— raised an impressive $265,000 
for the school.

Proceeds from the event will 
support Advent’s Teacher Champi-
onship Fund, Boston and Beyond 
field trip programming, Finan-
cial Aid resources, and other key 
initiatives. Together, these efforts 
strengthen the school’s mission 
to nurture bright minds, support 
exceptional teachers, and expand 
learning opportunities across Bos-

ton.
The evening was filled with joy, 

community spirit, and a touch of 
ocean flair. The Advent School 

extends heartfelt thanks to the 
Benefit Committee, event partners, 
and everyone who helped make 
the night a success!

ADVENT SCHOOL’S FALL BENEFIT MAKES A SPLASH AT THE AQUARIUM

(Left to right): Brian Langhorst, Margaret Langhorst, Taylor Kearns, 
Lauren DeMore.

(Left to right): John Lee, Sarah Lee, Katie Guarino, Artie Bonney.

(Left to right): Stephania Garetto, Jose Fillat, Diane Zhang, Joshua 
Dilk, Ryan Kaufman, Erica Groetken.

The parents of The Advent School’s Sixth Graders gather for their final 
Benefit before graduation!

(Left to right): Miranda Shao-Davis, Helen Towns, Kristen Brooks, Brian Amper, Coleen Lynch, Lisa Salerno.
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ADVERTISE IN THE PATRIOT-BRIDGE CALL 781-485-0588

Charlestown Patriot-Bridge 
Pick-Up Locations

Newtowne Market...........................  87 Medford St.

Community Center.........................  255 Medford St.

365 Convenience Store...................  275 Medford St.

Annas Café.....................................  275 Medford St.

Jenny’s Pizza...................................  320 Medford St.

Waverly Café..............................  229 Bunker Hill St.

Bunker Hill Liquors....................  200 Bunker Hill St.

Kennedy Center............................  55 Bunker Hill St.

McCarthy’s Liquors............................  9 Moulton St.

Bunker Hill Cleaners.............................. Moulton St.

Police Station........................... 20 Vine St. Hayes Sq.

Santander Bank........................ 437 Rutherford Ave. 

7/11 Store............................................. 269 Main St.

Zelma Lacey House...........................  9 W School St.

Gatehouse Apartment.....................  75 W School St.

Ace Hardware................................ Bunker Hill Mall

CVS................................................ Bunker Hill Mall

Citizens Bank.................................. Bunker Hill Mall

Whole Food Market....................... Bunker Hill Mall

MGH Health Care Center....................... 73 High St.

7/11 Store............................................Thompson Sq.

Charlestown Liquors.......................... Thompson Sq.

Starbucks............................................ Thompson Sq.

Cambridge Savings............................. Thompson Sq.

Warren Tavern..................  2 Pleasant St. & Main St.

Constellation Wharf Condos. 1 Constellation Wharf

Harborview......................................... 250 First Ave.

Basilica..................................................  106 13th St.

Anchorage Apartment........................  103 13th Ave.

Parris Landing......................................  42 Eighth St.

Tuttles Clevergreen Cleaners............... 197 Eighth St.

Flagship Wharf.................................... 197 Eighth St.

Style Café............................................. 197 Eighth St.

Building 104.........................................104 First Ave.

Building 110.........................................110 First Ave.

MGH Institute........................................26 First Ave.

7/11 Store.................................................1 First Ave.

Elite
253 Main St. • Charlestown • 617-241-5566

www.c21elite.com
Sales • Rentals • Free Market Analysis

Certified Buyer Agents

R e a l  E s t a t e  Tr a n s f e r s
 BUYER 1	    SELLER 1	 ADDRESS	  PRICE
Shuck, Andrew	 Geredien, Geoffrey	 15 Harvard St #2	 $1,065,000
Herrera, Gilbert	 Clarke, Daniel W	 22 Pleasant St	 $1,940,000
Associate Solutions LLC	 Johnson, William	 24 Brighton St	 $777,000
Sweeney, Elyce	 Gibbons, Bethany	 246 Bunker Hill St #3	 $1,175,000
Bourque, Julianne	 Bhret 3 Devens LLC	 3 Devens St #A	 $520,000
Vichot, Matthew	 Donovan, Jeffrey	 42 Eighth St #1301	 $445,000
Fergusson, Jorge M	 Villescas, Dylan	 42 Eighth St #2312	 $555,000
Steeves, Thomas	 Shunta, Michael R	 42 Eighth St #3517	 $1,013,000
Dalleva, David	 Pugliares, Emma L	 52 Sullivan St #1	 $1,020,000
Lockett, James S	 Conley, Amy M	 54 Monument Ave #3	 $1,270,000

millions of annual visitors.”
Rundle earned both a bache-

lor’s degree in health science and 
a master’s degree in environmen-
tal health from Boston University. 
He previously led policy initiatives 
at Save the Harbor/Save the Bay, 
where he worked on the front 
lines of coastal access advocacy 
and environmental justice.

About  Boston  Har-
bor Now: Boston Harbor Now is 
dedicated to creating a vibrant, 
accessible, and resilient  Bos-

ton Harbor for all. Through stra-
tegic partnerships across public, 
private, and nonprofit sectors, 
we advocate, plan, and acti-
vate  Boston’s waterfront,  harbor, 
and the  Boston  Harbor  Islands 
National and State Park. Our 
comprehensive vision for the har-
bor prioritizes equitable access to 
parks, open spaces, and the Har-
borwalk; supports sustainable 
waterfront infrastructure, includ-
ing ferries and well-designed pub-
lic amenities; and fosters a thriving 

maritime economy. We champion 
climate-resilient, mixed-use water-
front development, and we offer 
recreational and educational pro-
gramming that connects commu-
nities to the harbor’s rich natural 
and cultural resources. Guided 
by a commitment to maintaining 
a healthy, accessible, and resilient 
waterfront, we work to ensure 
that everyone can benefit from 
all Boston Harbor has to offer.

Harborwalk (from pg. 6)

Transparency still needed despite 
MWRA tabling board vote on CSO Plan

Staff Report
 

Although the Massachusetts 
Water Resources Authority 
(MWRA) ultimately didn’t vote 
on the recently proposed Com-
bined Sewer Overflows plan at 
its Nov. 19 board meeting, trans-
parency is still being urged in the 
decision-making process going 
forward to allow the public  to 
participate in the process. 

A few weeks ago, the MWRA 
and the cities of Cambridge and 
Somerville unveiled sewage con-
trol proposals that raised serious 
concerns regarding what public 
health and the Clean Water Act 
demand for the rivers.  (CSOs are 
intentional outflows of sewage 

and rainwater discharged into riv-
ers and streams during very wet 
weather, but during events called 
Combined Sewer Overflows, the 
amount of water coming through 
the system is more than the pipes 
can handle, especially during 
heavy rainfall, sending both the 
stormwater and the sewage into 
rivers and streams.) The Mys-
tic River Watershed Association 
(MyRWA), the Charles River 
Watershed Association (CRWA), 
and the organization Save the Ale-
wife Brook (StAB) all opposed the 
proposed plan, which was select-
ed from more than 30 possible 
solutions presented at a online 
public meeting held on Sept. 25. 
The removal of the plan from the 

agenda for the MWRA’s Nov. 19 
board meeting apparently came in 
response to the concerns raised.

Despite this seeming coup, 
MyRWA is still encouraging the 
public to contact

Secretary Rebecca Tepper of 
the Massachusetts Executive 
Office of Energy and Environmen-
tal Affairs and the MWRA board 
“demanding the highest level of 
CSO controls for the Mystic and 
Alewife and a transparent public 
process for deciding the plan that 
best meets the needs of our com-
munities.”

Visit https://mysticriver.org/
csos?blm_aid=1259544 for more 
information.
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PLEASE PATRONIZE 
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• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
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• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
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781-485-0588
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E-mail Your ad to:
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East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Chimneys • Fireplaces 
Cellar Floors • Restoration
French Drains • Repointing

Free Estimates, Lic. & Ins.

Local References

Phil - 617-230-3490

Ryan 
Masonry

Licensed & insured 
Complete electrical services 
www.johnpmchughelectric.com
Jmchugh447@gmail.com 

reccapainting
@hotmail.com
reccapainting

@hotmail.com

JOHN J. RECCA
PAINTING
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Interior/Exterior
Fully Insured
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Geek For Hire

617-515-2933

Computer consultant available for home or business. 

•  PC support & networking of all types with 
focus on secure Internet access (wired & wireless), 

•  broadband router & firewall technology, 
• virus detection/prevention

ServiceS include:

617-241-9664

don.stevenson2@gmail.com

Do You Want To 
Sell Your Home?

Our Advertisers 
have clients 

waiting to buy!
List your property with one of the fine
realtors who advertise regularly in the...

R E C O R D

Our Readers Are

Chelsea
Published by the Independent Newspaper Group

Our Friends

SOLD

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$195.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

LEGAL NOTICE - legals@charlestownbirdge.com
LEGAL NOTICE

THE COMMONWEALTH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS

MASSACHUSETTS 
DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION –
 HIGHWAY DIVISION

NOTICE OF A 
VIRTUAL DESIGN 
PUBLIC HEARING

Project Description: Somerville/
Cambridge – McGrath Boulevard 
Construction
Project File Number: 607981
A Virtual Design Public Hearing 
will be hosted on the MassDOT 
website below to present the 
design for the proposed project in 
Somerville and Cambridge, MA.
WHEN:6:30-8pm, Tuesday, Decem-
ber 9th, 2025
PURPOSE:The purpose of this 
hearing is to provide the public 
with the opportunity to become 
fully acquainted with the proposed 
project.  All views and comments 
submitted in response to the 
hearing will be reviewed and 
considered to the maximum extent 
possible.
PROPOSAL:The proposed project 
consists of reconstruction of 
McGrath Highway (Route 28) 
between Broadway in Somerville 
and Third Street in Cambridge. The 
current design proposes to remove 
the McCarthy Overpass (MassDOT 
bridge # S-17-039) and replace 
it with a surface boulevard-style 
roadway with at-grade signalized 
intersections. The project does not 
include removal or replacement 

of any other bridges along the 
corridor. The project focuses on 
improving community connectiv-
ity between neighborhoods and 
accommodation for all roadway 
users through the provision, 
expansion, and enhancement of 
pedestrian, bicycle, and transit 
facilities. The project also includes 
safety improvements, increased 
green space, physical separation 
of bicycles and pedestrians from 
motor vehicles wherever feasible, 
and the removal of a major 
physical and visual barrier (the 
overpass) within the community.
A secure right-of-way is necessary 
for this project. Acquisitions in 
fee and permanent or temporary 
easements may be required. The 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
is responsible for acquiring all 
needed rights in private or public 
lands. MassDOT’s policy con-
cerning land acquisitions will be 
presented in the hearing.
Project inquiries, written state-
ments and other exhibits regard-
ing the proposed undertaking may 
be submitted to Carrie E. Lavallee, 
P.E., Chief Engineer, via e-mail to 
massdotmcgrathblvd@dot.state.
ma.us or via US Mail to Suite 
7210, 10 Park Plaza, Boston, MA 
02116, Attention: Major Projects, 
Project File No. 607981. State-
ments and exhibits intended for 
inclusion in the hearing transcript 
must be emailed or postmarked 
no later than ten (10) business 
days after the hearing is hosted.
This hearing is accessible to 
people with disabilities. MassDOT 

provides reasonable accommoda-
tions and/or language assistance 
free of charge upon request (e.g 
interpreters in American Sign 
Language and languages other 
than English, live captioning, 
videos, assistive listening devices 
and alternate material formats), 
as available.  For accommodation 
or language assistance, please 
contact MassDOT’s Chief Diversity 
and Civil Rights Officer by phone 
(857-368-8580),  TTD/TTY at 
(857) 266-0603, fax (857) 
368-0602 or by email (MassDOT.
CivilRights@dot.state.ma.us).  Re-
quests should be made as soon as 
possible and prior to the hearing, 
and for more difficult to arrange 
services including sign-language, 
CART or language translation or 
interpretation, requests should be 
made at least ten business days 
before the hearing.  
This hearing will be hosted, or 
a cancellation announcement 
posted, on the MassDOT website 
at https://www.mass.gov/orgs/
highway-division/events.
JONATHAN GULLIVER                                                                                
CARRIE E. LAVALLEE, P.E.
HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATOR                                                              	
CHIEF ENGINEER

11/21/25, 12/5/25
CT

LEGAL NOTICE
ZONING HEARING

The Zoning Commission of the 
City of Boston hereby gives notice, 
in accordance with Chapter 665 

of the Acts of 1956, as amended, 
that a virtual public hearing will 
be held on December 10, 2025, 
at 9:00 A.M., in connection with 
Text Amendment Application No. 
544, filed by the City of Boston 
Planning Department.    
Said text amendment would add 
language to Article 62 (Charles-
town Neighborhood District), 
specifically Section 62-20, spec-
ifying the applicability of PLAN:  
Charlestown’s proposed height 
scheme to the area of PDA I im-
mediately south of Austin Street, 
distinguishing this from the area 
of PDA I north of Austin Street.  
This meeting will only be held 
virtually and not in person.  You 
can participate in this meeting 
by going to https://bosplans.
org/BZCDec1025.  A copy of the 
amendment may be obtained 
from the Zoning Commission 
electronically, and you may also 
submit written comments or 
questions to zoningcommission@
boston.gov.
Interpreting services are available 
to communicate information at 
this hearing.  If you require inter-
preting services, please contact the 
following:  zoningcommission@
boston.gov or 617-918-4308.  The 
meeting is scheduled for Decem-
ber 10, 2025.  Please request 
interpreting services no later than 
December 5, 2025.
For the Commission
Jeffrey M. Hampton
Executive Secretary

11/21/25
CT

Water Authority Board tables vote on proposal 
to dump sewage in Charles River forever

Special to the Patriot-Bridge

Following a wave of public 
outrage over the Massachusetts 
Water Resources Authority’s 
(MWRA) recently-proposed plan 
to allow for sewage to continue to 
be dumped into the Charles River 
forever, the MWRA Board of 
Directors has tabled a scheduled 
vote on the proposal at its Novem-
ber 19 meeting.

“The public has responded 
loud and clear. No amount of sew-
age is acceptable to be dumped in 
our beloved Charles River,” said 
CRWA Executive Director Emily 
Norton. “We are glad to hear that 
MWRA is finally listening to pub-
lic input and postponing a deci-
sion on this terrible proposal.”

During a meeting with its 
Board of Directors on Oct. 29, 
MWRA officials presented mul-
tiple options for addressing com-
bined sewer overflows (CSOs) in 
the Charles, and recommended 
adopting the option that would 
increase sewage overflows by the 
largest amount. 

CSOs are a key source of 
pathogen contamination to the 
Charles and are becoming more 
frequent as our climate changes. 
In these outdated sewer systems, 
stormwater and household/indus-
trial wastewater are collected in 
the same pipes to be conveyed to 
a wastewater treatment plant, but 
during heavy rainstorms, the com-
bined system cannot handle the 
excess polluted water and releases 
it into the river.

MWRA and the city of Cam-
bridge are legally required to 
carry out an extensive CSO plan-
ning effort to address 9 of the 10 
remaining CSO outfalls on the 
Charles, and must submit a pre-
ferred project option by the end 
of 2025. The national precedent 
for these plans, known as Long 
Term Control Plans, is to reduce 
the amount of sewage being 
discharged into a waterbody. 
MWRA proposing an increase 
was an unexpected outcome.  

MWRA’s proposal recommend-
ed the state downgrade the legal 

classification of the Charles River. 
Massachusetts water quality stan-
dards currently classify the main-
stem of the Charles as a “Class B” 
water body, which does not allow 
any CSOs. MWRA recommended 
a downgrade to a classification 
known as “Class B(CSO)” allow-
ing it to dump sewage into the 
river forever.

 MWRA is only allowed to 
dump sewage into the river 
today because of a variance it 
has received from MassDEP and 
U.S. EPA, which is intended to be 
a time-limited, interim measure 
while MWRA makes progress 
toward CSO elimination. 

In April, CRWA launched its 
Cut The Crap campaign to cre-
ate public awareness around 
CSOs and generate pressure on 
the MWRA and the City of Cam-
bridge to stop sewage from pollut-
ing the Charles. Since then, nearly 
8000 people have signed petitions 
or sent emails to the MWRA, urg-
ing them to “cut the crap” being 
dumped into the Charles River.
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By Penny & Ed Cherubino

Now is the perfect time of year 
to share tips on making better 
sandwiches. ‘Tis the season for 
traditional sandwiches made from 
holiday roasts. It’s a great time to 
make whole loaf sandwiches that 
can be cut to serve a crowd, to pile 
a platter with an assortment of 
sandwiches, or spread a table with 
the ingredients for a build-it-your-
self sandwich buffet.

What’s more, our area is in the 
midst of a Florentine sandwich 
shop frenzy, with lines snaking out 
of All’Antico Vinaio on Boylston 
Street in Boston. Walking by it one 
day, Penny saw a short line, and 
we enjoyed our first taste. We both 
loved one of the combinations but 
decided to wait until the newness 
and craze had settled down before 
visiting again. More on what we 
learned from this exceptional 
sandwich menu later.

Pro Tips for 
Better Sandwiches

Last summer, the EatingWell 
website published a great article 
on making better sandwiches. In 
“Why Deli Sandwiches Taste Bet-
ter Than Yours,” they asked Paulie 
James, owner of the popular Los 
Angeles deli Uncle Paulie’s, why 
his sandwiches were so acclaimed. 

He advised sourcing the 

best-quality, freshest ingredients, 
including the right bread for the 
particular sandwich. He reminded 
us that “..no one wants to hyper-
extend their jaw taking a bite from 
a sandwich made with bread that 
was cut too thickly…” That bread 
should be stacked with freshly 
sliced meat, cut to a thickness that 
suits your recipe.

Next, while building your sand-
wich, pay attention to the ratio of 
the ingredients you’re stacking. 
Too much of a wet ingredient can 
make for a soggy result; too little 
can make your sandwich dry and 
unappealing. He suggests that 
with make-ahead sandwiches, you 
offer or pack your spreads and wet 
veggies on the side and add those 
when you’re ready to eat. You 
also allow guests with aversions 
or allergies to avoid additions like 
mayo or nut spreads.

Finally, he recommends careful 
seasoning. By this, he means add-
ing the little extras that will make 
a sandwich sing. “Using a squeeze 
of lemon, fresh herbs, or just good 
old salt and pepper (especially on 
ingredients like greens, tomatoes, 
radishes, avocados, etc.) can go 
a long way in transforming your 
sandwich from tasting homemade 
to deli level.”

Make It Yourself
When you find a great sand-

wich out in the wild, or remember 
one from another place and time, 
consider what made it so delicious, 
and create your own version. It 
might be the turkey sandwich your 
uncle made after Thanksgiving. 
What’s different about the one you 
make today?

Was it white bread, or did he 
make small ones on leftover din-
ner rolls? Was the turkey sliced 
or shredded? What kind of stuff-

ing did he add, and what added 
moisture to the finished product? 
Despite the lovely chutney we have 
with our Thanksgiving dinner, we 
still have a small can of Ocean 
Spray jellied cranberry sauce for 
sandwich making.

Penny decided that instead of 
waiting in a long line, she would 
shop for great ingredients and cre-
ate her own version of our favor-
ite All’Antico Vinaio’s La Parad-
iso sandwich. She decided to go 

open-faced as she does with many 
sandwiches. She spread thin-
ly sliced focaccia with pistachio 
cream, sprinkled on pistachios, 
added stracciatella, and piled on 
pistachio mortadella slices. She 
couldn’t resist ending with another 
smear of pistachio cream. Delish!

Do you have a question or topic 
for Fresh & Local? Email Penny@
BostonZest.com with your sug-
gestion.

Visit www.charlestownbridge.com
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Fresh and Local

Better sandwiches

Here is Penny’s homemade, open-faced version of our favorite All’Antico Vinaio’s La Paradiso sandwich.


