
Quad-Level 3 bed, 2.5 bath renovated townhouse with 2 parking spaces. Large 
balcony with water views. Wood Burning Fireplace, tons of storage and more!

JEFF@JEFFREYBOWEN.COM 781-201-9488AdmiralsHill.com

COMING SOON
$949,000$949,000
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CNC MEETING DATES
CNC Soccer Stadium Committee Meeting, Tuesday, January 28, 

2025, 7 PM with Representative Dan Ryan
The CNC’s Soccer Stadium Committee will hold an in-person 

public meeting on Tuesday, 1/28/25 from 7-9 PM at the Knights of 
Columbus, located at 545 Medford Street, Charlestown. Represen-
tative Ryan will discuss the soccer stadium legislation and matters 
affecting Charlestown. We encourage you to bring your questions 
and concerns. You can also email us at cnc02129@gmail.com.

CNC General Meeting, Tuesday, February 4, 2025, 7 PM, 
Knights of Columbus

The Charlestown Neighborhood Council will hold an in-person 
public meeting on Tuesday, February 4, 2025, from 7:00 PM to 
9:00 PM at the Knights of Columbus, located at 545 Medford 
Street, Charlestown. The agenda includes an update from Council-
or Coletta and a presentation by the Massachusetts Department of 
Transportation regarding the Tobin Bridge Planning Study. Please 
bring your questions and neighborhood concerns to the meeting or 
email us at cnc02129@gmail.com.Catholic Schools Week Special Section. See Pages 4-6

Wu announces return of Boston Saves January incentive 

Investing in the 
Community

BH redevelopment set for aid after 
City Council authorizes $110 million 

for Housing Accelerator Fund

AT&T, Boston Police bring digital safety 
workshops to older adults in Charlestown

 

By Michael Coughlin Jr. 

Last week, the City Coun-
cil authorized the appropriation 
of $110 million for the recently 
announced Housing Accelerator 
Fund, which will fund the con-
struction of the next building in 
the Bunker Hill public housing 
redevelopment project. 

A November release on the 
city’s website outlines Mayor 
Michelle Wu’s announcement of 
the Housing Accelerator Fund, 
which is “intended to kickstart the 
production of housing by closing 
financing gaps for projects that 
have already been approved but 
have been unable to start con-
struction.” 

During a City Council hearing 
on the matter last week, the city’s 
Chief Financial Officer Ashley 
Groffenberger indicated that the 

$110 million appropriation is 
coming from the city’s “unrestrict-
ed available fund balance.” 

It should also be noted that the 
aforementioned release indicates 
that the state’s Housing Momen-
tum Fund will match the city’s 
investment. 

Further, during the aforemen-
tioned City Council hearing, it 
was explained that his fund would 
not only help with the Bunker Hill 
redevelopment but also contribute 
to the creation of rental housing 
and a homeownership pilot. 

The Bunker Hill public hous-
ing development, which Boston 
Housing Authority (BHA) Admin-
istrator Kenzie Bok called the larg-
est public housing development in 
New England at last week’s hear-
ing, is amid a redevelopment. 

Special to the Patriot-Bridge

Mayor Michelle Wu has 
announced that Boston Saves, the 
City’s children’s savings account 
program, is offering a January 
incentive to encourage eligible 
Boston Public Schools (BPS) fam-

ilies to participate in the program. 
Families of BPS students in grades 
K2 - 5 who log in to the Boston 
Saves online savings platform for 
the first time by January 31, 2025, 
will earn an extra $25 for their 
child’s account. This money, in 
addition to the $50 provided in 

every Boston Saves account and 
any additional incentives families 
earn, can be used to pay for their 
child’s future college or career 
training.

“Boston Saves gives our com-

Special to the Patriot-Bridge

AT&T and the Boston Police 
Department (BPD) hosted an 
in-person workshop at the Bev-
erly Gibbons Community Center 
in Charlestown last week to help 
older adults navigate the digital 
world more safely.

More than 30 residents attend-

ed the workshop.
The workshop is a continuation 

of an initiative that began last year 
when AT&T and BPD launched 
a citywide effort to educate older 
adults about staying safe online. 
Throughout 2024 AT&T and 
BPD collaborated on 15 digital 
safety workshops, reaching more 
than 600 older adults in neighbor-

hoods across Boston, from Matta-
pan to the North End.

These free, interactive digi-
tal safety workshops are held at 
senior housing facilities, com-
munity centers and churches and 
include a joint presentation from 
AT&T and BPD – translated into 

Beverly Gibbons Community Center members listen to representatives of AT&T and the Boston Police 
Department as they talk about how to safely navigate the digital world.

COURTESY PHOTO
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Spanish, Cantonese and Man-
darin for non-English speaking 
attendees – plus discussions on 
combatting scams, fraud, robo-
calls and other ways to stay safe 
in the digital world. Attendees are 
given related materials and receive 
direct assistance with their phones, 
tablets and other connected tech-
nology.

“Technology allows older 
adults freedom, convenience, and 
communication, and it is import-
ant that they have the resources 
to enjoy the digital world safely 
and securely,” said John Emra, 
President, AT&T Atlantic Region. 
“We are grateful to Commissioner 
Cox and all the BPD community 
officers for their collaboration and 
commitment to keeping Boston’s 
older adults connected. We look 
forward to continuing this effort 
into the new year and hope these 
workshops provide Boston’s older 
adults with the confidence to har-
ness the power of technology.” 

AT&T and BPD held their 
largest digital safety workshop of 
the year on December 13, 2024 
at Boston City Hall during the 
annual “Holiday Connections” 
event, hosted by AT&T and Bos-
ton’s AgeStrong Commission. This 
annual event, now in it’s 30th year, 
provides hundreds of older adults 
with free international calling and 
cybersecurity resources in a fun, 
holiday atmosphere. BPD were 
on-hand to present digital safety 
information and other resources 
for seniors. AT&T and BPD will 
continue to host digital safety 
workshops throughout 2025, aim-
ing to bring the presentation to 
every district in the city.

 
This effort is part of AT&T’s ini-

tiative  to help address the digital 
divide through internet accessibili-
ty, affordability and safe adoption. 

Since 2021, AT&T has committed 
$5 billion dollars to help 25 mil-
lion people get and stay connected 
to high-speed internet by 2030.

In addition to the Boston-ar-
ea initiative, AT&T has many 
resources available to help older 
adults learn how to engage safe-
ly with connected technology, 
including: the Digital Navigators 
program, which pairs them with 
skilled professionals; Cyber Aware, 
a guide for remaining safe online; 
and AT&T ScreenReady®, which 
shares tips and tools to help people 
practice healthy digital habits. The 
company has also worked with 
several non-profit organizations, 
such as Older Adults Technology 
Services (OATS) from AARP and 
the National Council on Aging, to 
assist in providing more digital lit-
eracy resources and workshops to 
older adults across the country.
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OUR REMARKABLY  
UNREMARKABLE WEATHER

When the National Weather Service made its long-range forecast for 
the winter last fall, it was a good news/bad news scenario. They were 
predicting warmer-than-normal temperatures for our region, which 
was the good news (after all, who likes cold weather), but the bad news 
meant that this was further evidence of climate change and global warm-
ing. The past two winters in Eastern Mass. had been the warmest on 
record and that trend seemed poised to continue.

However, Ol’ Man Winter has had other ideas. Instead of spinning his 
polar vortex in a nice tight loop around the North Pole (which keeps the 
cold air tightly-wound around the pole), he’s been doing a sort of yo-yo 
effect with the vortex, allowing it to dip south and bring that frigid air 
to us.

The chronic instability of the polar vortex has been a relatively recent 
phenomenon. Climatologists tell us that the colder air that we experi-
ence when the vortex dips south ironically is a sign of overall global 
warming. The Arctic region has been among the fastest-warming places 
on the planet (four times faster than the rest of the world, which is why 
the polar bears don’t have enough sea ice for hunting seals in the summer 
months) -- and that warming trend is upsetting the delicate balance of 
the vortex. According to some scientists, the warming Arctic is causing a 
weakening of the jet stream and ultimately sending cold air further south 
than usual.

So for us, what this has meant is that instead of having a warmer 
winter, we’ve had an unrelenting pattern of cold, dry, and windy days. 
This weekend’s light snowfall notwithstanding, almost every day from 
the end of December through January has been pretty much the same 
-- temperatures in the 20s, brisk winds, and no precipitation. 

It’s as if we’re living a real-life version of the movie Groundhog Day. 
The only saving grace is that we’ve had lots of sunshine.

For those of us who have oil heat, prices thankfully are the lowest 
they’ve been in a few years, although natural gas prices are higher than 
in the recent past.

So yes, it would be nice if this winter were warmer -- but let’s face it, 
as cold as the weather has been, it could be a lot worse (and yes, we’re 
thinking of the Snowmageddon we experienced 10 years ago!).

   

THIS IS THE SAD-DEST TIME
OF THE YEAR – SO GET OUTSIDE
With the holiday season long in the rear-view mirror and the oppres-

siveness of a New England winter fully upon us, for many this can be the 
saddest time of the year -- quite literally.

The medical community has long-recognized that the shortened days 
of winter affect all of us to a certain extent and have given it a name -- 
Seasonal Affective Disorder (SAD).

Scientists do not understand exactly how the lack of daylight works 
on our brains, but demonstrable symptoms of the syndrome include 
heightened anxiety, a decrease in energy, oversleeping, an increase in 
appetite, social withdrawal, and negative thoughts in general.

Treatments for SAD include light therapy (phototherapy), antidepres-
sants, and vitamin D supplements, spending more time outside during 
daylight hours, and exercising regularly.

In our personal experience, we’ve found the latter prescriptions -- 
exercising and going outside, even on the coldest days -- have proven the 
best antidote to winter’s doldrums.

All of us can recall the exhilaration we felt as children when we went 
sledding, skating on a pond, and shoveling snow. Although we’re a bit 
too old these days to do most of those things (plus, there’s no snow any-
more), we’ve found that taking on the wintry blasts that we’ve endured 
these past few weeks by jogging and walking (even when the wind chills 
are in the single digits) each and every day never fails to bring us that 
renewed sense of vitality that we experienced in our youth when we 
bravely embraced nature’s harshest elements without a care.

CELEBRATE BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH 
ON FREEDOM TRAIL      
AFRICAN AMERICAN 
PATRIOTS TOURS

Freedom Trail Foundation’s 
acclaimed African American Patri-
ots Tours celebrate the African 
American patriots that played a 
vital role in the start of the Amer-
ican Revolution in Boston and 
in the formation of our country. 
Led by 18th-century costumed 
guides, tour-goers can view history 
through the eyes of these coura-
geous men and women through-
out Black History Month in Feb-
ruary.

African American Patriots 
Tours begin on Saturday, February 
1 and are held regularly in Febru-
ary on Saturdays and Sundays 

departing at 10:45 a.m. from the 
Boston Common Visitor Informa-
tion Center. Revolutionary figures 
such as Crispus Attucks, Phil-
lis Wheatley, Prince Hall, Peter 
Salem, and others come to life 
during these 90-minute walking 
tours while zigzagging through 
the Freedom Trail – Boston’s icon-
ic 2.5-mile brick trail leading to 
16 nationally significant historic 
sites. African American Patriots 
Tours invite visitors and residents 
alike to discover the immense 
contributions of Black Bostonians 
during the American Revolution 
and beyond, as the stories unfold 
along Boston’s historic red-lined 
path. Hear about the sacrifices 
these patriots made, the battles 
they fought, and the legacies they 
left behind, as well as the stories 
of significant abolitionists and civil 
rights activists in Boston’s history.

African American Patriots 
Tours are ideal for groups, schools, 
residents and those visiting the 
city. Public tour tickets may be 
purchased at the Boston Common 
Visitor Information Center at $17 
for adults, $15 for seniors and stu-
dents, and $8 for children under 
12 years old. Tickets may also be 
purchased online at TheFreedom-
Trail.org. The African American 
Patriots® Tours are also available 
year-round for groups as private 
tours.

Other events and programs cel-
ebrating Black History Month are 
held at official Freedom Trail sites. 
For information regarding Free-
dom Trail events and programs, 
tickets, reservations, group rates 
or questions, please call (617) 
357-8300 or visit TheFreedom-
Trail.org.

News in Brief
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This redevelopment, which 
involves a public-private partner-
ship between Joseph J. Corcoran 
Company, Leggat McCall, the 
BHA, and the Charlestown Resi-
dent Alliance (CRA), will replace 
1,100 public housing units with 
2,699 public, income-restricted, 
and market-rate rental units. 

“We’re super proud of how that 
community has kept low-income 
people anchored in Charlestown 
for truly many generations now, 
but unfortunately, it’s been in the 
same buildings,” said Bok, who 
indicated they were built in 1941. 

“There’s never been a really 
significant investment in these 
buildings, and frankly, they really 
sort of have experienced the toll of 
what federal disinvestment from 
public housing looks like first-
hand,” she said. 

The first all-affordable building, 
Building M, began construction 
in June 2023, and residents began 
moving in last week. This Hous-
ing Accelerator Fund will help 
construct the first mixed-income 
building, Building F. 

“This accelerator fund is really 
a God send because what it will do 
is it will allow us to use a public 
financing solution to replace some 
of the private equity that had orig-
inally been what we were relying 
on to move the project forward,” 
said Bok. 

After Bok highlighted the ben-
efits of this fund for the Bunker 
Hill redevelopment, members of 
the CRA, the Bunker Hill develop-
ment’s tenant organization, gave a 
glimpse of what this move meant 
for the site’s residents. 

Karla Wert, CRA’s Vice Presi-
dent, said, “We just really, really 
need this help,” indicating that 
you cannot put any more bandaids 
on the development. “We just can’t 
live in these places anymore.” 

CRA’s President, Nancy Mar-
tinez, addressed the deteriorating 
conditions at the development and 
said, “We really need this, and I 
want to live a little bit better than I 
live right now.” 

Tina Goodnow, CRA’s Exec-
utive Director, highlighted safety 
concerns and that a majority of 
residents at the site are minorities, 
many are disabled and non-En-
glish speakers, and all are low-in-
come. 

“Each of our Bunker Hill fam-
ilies knows personally what it 
means to be looked down on and 
excluded. No one has to tell us 
what discrimination and econom-
ic exclusion looks like and feels 
like,” she said.

“We know we can’t keep on 
living in the terrible conditions of 
these buildings.” 

Finally, CRA Board Mem-
ber Phil Wright described this 
situation as life and death. He 
explained that his apartment has 
been flooded multiple times and 
has a cockroach problem. 

“The conditions of these build-
ings is beyond deplorable. Words 
do not justify how bad they are 
and how desperately we need 
this,” he said. 

As last week’s hearing contin-
ued, various City Councilors com-
mented and had questions about 
the fund. 

City Councilor Gabriela Colet-

ta Zapata called the conditions 
at the Bunker Hill site deplorable 
and said, “Residents deserve more 
than what they’re living in right 
now.” 

“Every day, week, month, year 
that passes by without any effort 
to address these issues or provide 
progress for this project, I think, to 
me, is an active choice to neglect 
these incredible people and the 
thousands of residents that live in 
Charlestown and to neglect their 
basic human right to dignified 
healthy housing.”

Regarding some questions 
about the Bunker Hill redevel-
opment aspect of the fund, City 
Councilor Ed Flynn asked how 
much of the $110 million would 
be for that project. 

Bok said she did not have an 
exact amount and estimated it 
would be “well north of $10 mil-
lion, like double digits.” 

Concerning why Bok could not 
give an exact amount, she said, 
“We only want to invest the public 
dollar that we have to. So we have 
to compare it to the private dollars 
that are available so that it’s the 
minimum amount that we need to 
make the project happen.” 

Questions concerning returning 
residents and utilities were also 
answered. Bok indicated that fam-
ilies currently living at the proper-
ty will be able to return and that 
individuals who do not currently 
pay for utilities will not have to 
after construction. 

Finally, it should be noted 
that there was public testimony 
at last week’s hearing from those 
concerned about authorizing the 

funds. 
For example, Diane Valle 

had concerns about transpar-
ency, community engagement, 
and more. Further, Valle called 
the Bunker Hill project an envi-
ronmental, social, and econom-
ic injustice, saying it would take 
out 288 mature trees and that the 
process ignored community input, 
among other things. 

Another Charlestown resident, 
Rosemary Macero, expressed frus-
tration regarding the $110 million 
being referred to as “free cash,” 
saying the funding is taxpayer dol-
lars. She also expressed concerns 
about the BHA’s ability to main-
tain its properties and asked sev-

eral questions about the funding. 
Ultimately, after more conver-

sation and questions from City 
Councilors, the hearing ended. 
According to City Council meet-
ing minutes, on January 15th, 
one day following the hearing, the 
$110 million appropriation was 
authorized with 10 yeas after a 
motion from City Councilor Julia 
Mejia to postpone a vote on the 
matter until a January 29th meet-
ing failed. 

To view a recording of the hear-
ing concerning the Housing Accel-
erator Fund, visit https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=lVFRO-
QiFCy8.

NOTICE OF 
ANNUAL MEETING 

FOR THE KENNEDY CENTER
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

WILL HOLD THEIR 
ANNUAL MEETING & ELECTIONS

 JANUARY 24, 2025 
6:30 p.m.

AT THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
For further information 

contact Thara Fuller, 
Executive Director

tfuller@kennedycenter.org 
617-241-8866

Annual Meeting for the Kennedy 

Center

Monday, January 24, 2025 at the 

Knights of Columbus, 545 Medford St

6:30pm

DiDomenico celebrates new law boosting oversight of pharmaceutical industry
 Special to the Patriot-Bridge

Last month, Senator DiDo-
menico and his colleagues in the 
Legislature passed comprehensive 
reforms that will lower the cost 
of prescription drugs at the phar-
macy counter and improve over-
sight of the state’s pharmaceutical 
industry. This month, Governor 
Healey signed S.3012, An Act 
relative to pharmaceutical access, 
costs, and transparency, into law 
which requires health insurers to 
cover life-saving medications for 
diabetes, asthma, and certain heart 
conditions with no or limited out-
of-pocket costs for patients. The 
measure is particularly critical for 
residents of color, who dispropor-
tionately face chronic illnesses.

The bill takes bold action to 
lower out-of-pocket costs and 
ensure access to life saving med-
ications by offering immediate 
price relief for prescription drugs 
used to treat diabetes, asthma, 

and certain heart conditions. For 
each condition, the bill requires 
insurers to eliminate cost-shar-
ing requirements for one generic 
drug and to cap co-payments on 
one brand-name drug at $25 per 
30-day supply.

It further brings down consum-
er costs by ensuring that consum-
ers are not charged a cost-sharing 
amount, such as a co-pay, if it 
would be cheaper for them to pur-
chase the drug without using their 
insurance.

“People throughout my district 
and our state rely on prescription 
medication to live, which is why 
I am thrilled to have helped pass 
this law which will bring down 
costs and ensure individuals don’t 
have to decide between paying for 
food and rent and accessing life-
saving drugs,” said Senator Sal 
DiDomenico. “I have long been 
a supporter of bringing down the 
costs of prescription drugs and I 

know this new law will save lives 
across our state. I want to thank 
Senate President Spilka, Senator 
Friedman, and all of the advo-
cates who worked diligently to get 
this important piece of legislation 
passed before the previous legisla-
tive session came to an end.”

Approximately nine per cent 
of Massachusetts residents have 
diagnosed diabetes and 6.2 per 
cent of adults over 35 live with 
heart disease. In 2015, more than 
10 per cent of residents lived with 
asthma. Black residents face each 
at a higher rate—over 12 per cent 
live with diabetes and nearly 14 
per cent of Black adults live with 
asthma.

The bill drastically increases 
state oversight of pharmacy ben-
efit managers (PBMs), which cur-
rently negotiate prescription drug 
prices with little oversight, making 
it unclear if they consistently act 
in the best interest of consumers. 

To do so, the legislation authorizes 
the Division of Insurance (DOI) to 
license and regulate PBMs. PBMs 
are also prohibited from making 
payments to pharmacy benefit 
consultants or brokers who work 
on behalf of health plan sponsors 
during a contracting or bidding 
process.

To create a more complete 
data-driven picture of drug costs 
in Massachusetts, the Center for 
Health Information and Analy-
sis (CHIA) will collect a range of 
drug cost information from phar-
maceutical manufacturers and 
PBMs. With the data, CHIA can 
offer a more complete examina-
tion of the drivers of health care 
costs in its annual health care cost 
report, allowing policymakers and 
consumers to better understand 
the role of pharmaceutical manu-
facturers and PBMs in the health 
care system.

In addition to CHIA’s cost anal-

ysis, pharmaceutical manufactur-
ers and PBMs will be included in 
the Health Policy Commission 
(HPC)’s Annual Health Care Cost 
Trends Hearing for the first time. 
Participation in the hearings will 
require manufacturers and PBMs 
to provide public testimony on the 
factors that influence drug costs, 
allowing those factors to be taken 
into account as the commission 
identifies how to improve care and 
reduce costs for residents.

Further, the legislation estab-
lishes the Office for Pharmaceu-
tical Policy and Analysis within 
HPC, which will be tasked with 
analyzing trends related to phar-
maceutical access, affordability, 
and spending in Massachusetts. 
The office will publish an annual 
report with recommendations for 
strategies to mitigate pharmaceu-
tical spending growth, promote 
affordability and enhance phar-
maceutical access.

Aid (from pg. 1)
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Celebrate Catholic
Schools Week 2025

  January 26 - February 1
#CSW25

Publishing January 23 & 24
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3x5 or 2x8 Color $700.00 4 Papers
3x5 or 2x8 Color $900.00 8 Papers
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Deadline: Thursday, January 16th
Email your rep.  or call 781-485-0588

Maureen DiBella - mdibella@winthroptranscript.com
Sioux Gerow - charlestownads@hotmail.com

Deb DiGregorio - deb@reverejournal.com

The Catholic Schools Week (CSW) 2023 – 2026 theme is “Catholic Schools: United in Faith and Community.” 
Catholic schools have an irreplaceable role in the Church’s evangelizing mission. Building on the central goal 

of Catholic schools to form saints, Catholic schools teach and embrace the whole person, body, mind and spirit. 
The fact that all members of a Catholic school community share the Christian vision of faith that Christ is the 

foundation of Catholic education is what unites the school as a faith-filled community.

While faith is the binding element in Catholic schools, the Church reiterates that parents are the first teachers of 
their children. Holding this tenet, Catholic school communities expand beyond the walls of school buildings to 

envelop the family as an integral part of the school community. Together teachers, administrators, staff, students 
and parents fuel the light of faith by integrating culture with faith and faith with living.

The Catholic Schools Week (CSW) 2023 – 2026 theme is “Catholic Schools: 
United in Faith and Community.” Catholic schools have an irreplaceable role in the 
Church’s evangelizing mission. Building on the central goal of Catholic schools to 
form saints, Catholic schools teach and embrace the whole person, body, mind and 
spirit. The fact that all members of a Catholic school community share the Chris-
tian vision of faith that Christ is the foundation of Catholic education is what unites 
the school as a faith-filled community. While faith is the binding element in Catholic 
schools, the Church reiterates that parents are the first teachers of their children. 
Holding this tenet, Catholic school communities expand beyond the walls of school 
buildings to envelop the family as an integral part of the school community. Together 
teachers, administrators, staff, students and parents fuel the light of faith by integrat-
ing culture with faith and faith with living.

EBCCS celebrates 
Catholic Schools Week

Lucas D. and Joseph B. pointing out the duck in Molly Coxe’s “Cat 
Traps.”

Story & Photos by Marianne Salza

Catholic schools throughout 
the country will be observing 
Catholic Schools Week January 
26-February 1 in celebration of 
Catholic education in the United 
States. East Boston Central Catho-
lic School (EBCCS) will be among 
the intuitions participating with 
special events and activities that 
will bring together students and 
their families with the national 
theme: “United in Faith and Com-
munity.”

“Each day of Catholic Schools 
Week has its own, individual 
theme. On Sunday, it’s ‘parish;’ 
on Monday, it’s ‘community and 
students,’” said Principal Robert 
Casaletto. “Throughout the week, 
every teacher invites families into 
the classroom to see an academ-
ic, but fun lesson, so parents can 
enjoy themselves.”

Families will be welcome to join 
kindergarteners for an art project, 
a Lunar New Year activity with 
second grade, and a seventh and 
eighth grade science fair in the 
auditorium. There will also be 
pizza party and ice-skating field 
trips, as well as a bullying preven-
tion seminar presented by the Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office.

Parents of incoming students 

will also be invited to tour the 
building throughout the week, as 
well.

“It’s a great opportunity for 
people to see our families, talk to 
other parents, and talk to me,” 
said Principal Casaletto. “They get 
to see our academic work and our 
community.”

East Boston Central Catholic 
School will begin Catholic Schools 
Week with a 10 AM family mass 
on Sunday, January 26, featuring 
the school choir. Traditionally 
affiliated with Sacred Heart and 
Most Holy Redeemer Parishes, 
EBCCS will be celebrating mass at 
Saint Michael the Archangel Par-
ish, in Winthrop, to raise aware-
ness about the school.

Principal Casaletto feels that 
the two-day-long Young Author’s 
Presentation in the auditorium will 
be particularly impactful because 
parents will be able to pick up fin-
ished, hard copies of books writ-
ten by their children.

“Every student in our school -- 
from our three-year-olds through 
our eighth grade – writes their 
own book,” described Principal 
Casaletto. “They’ve been working 
on them since the beginning of the 
school year. For those who have 

(EBCCS Pg. 6)
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Special to the Patriot-Bridge

Technology and theology go 
hand in hand at this Catholic 
school. Students are both engaged 
and informed as they participate 
in MIT’s Day of AI Curriculum at 
St. John School.

Ms. Barbara Mikolajczak, 
Director of Technology and Inno-
vation at St. John School in the 
historic North End, strives daily 
to combine her Catholic faith with 
her love of technology in the class-
room. After attending the Day 
of AI Conference at the Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology 
(MIT), Mikolajczak was inspired 
to share this unique learning 

opportunity with her students.
The school’s kindergarten 

through eighth grade students are 
now being introduced to the func-
tions and follies of Artificial Intel-
ligence (AI) in the modern age, 
allowing students to learn how 
to think critically about the never 
ending stream of information 
they have access to online. As AI 
becomes more apparent, especially 
for young people, the students at 
St. John School will gain the skills 
to detect, analyze, and discuss this 
emerging technology with their 
peers.

When asked about this new 
curriculum, Ms. Barbara – as 
she is known to her students – 
explained, “This program aligns 
with our existing technology pro-
gram, which has its base in logical 
thinking and critical reasoning. 
Our students are learning what

Artificial Intelligence is, how 
it works, its benefits, and limita-
tions, along with how it affects 
them in today’s society.”

The Day of AI Curriculum 
focuses on raising students’ aware-
ness of AI programs and empow-
ering them to use these tools prop-
erly and effectively. As this field 
continues to grow, there are clear 
social and ethical implications for 
students and adults alike. This cur-

By Cary Shuman

Saint John School is in the heart 
of the historic North End, but it’s 
been making its own glorious his-
tory in Catholic education for the 
past 130 years.

In fact, Saint John will recog-
nize its decades of excellence at 
a “Back To Our Roots” spring 
gala May 9 at the Battery Wharf 

Hotel.
The school will turn back the 

clock and celebrate the neigh-
borhood’s Italian immigrants 
and Catholic families at the gala. 
The event is generating a strong 
response from alumni, parents, 
and local businesses, with a huge 
crowd expected to attend the fes-
tivities.

 

New Head of School
For the first time in its history, 

Saint John has a Head of School. 
Annmarie Quezada became the 
Head of School at Saint John in 
April, 2024, having previously 
served in that position at Mother 
Caroline in Dorchester.  

A highly respected administra-

tor with 35 years of experience in 
education, Quezada is enjoying 
her first year at the helm of the 
school that has an enrollment of 
176 students from Boston and 
the suburbs. Saint John holds a 
unique stature in the City of Bos-
ton.

“We’re the only Catholic 

school remaining in the Great-
er Boston area for pre-kinder-
garten-through-eighth grade,” 
said Quezada proudly. “A lot of 
schools have closed but we’ve 
stayed open in the North End. So, 
we’re like an icon in the North 

Saint John School in the North End will celebrate 130th anniversary at May 9 gala

Rooted in Faith,
Growing in Community

Malden Catholic proudly joins schools nationwide in celebrating Catholic Schools Week,
a special time to refl ect on the vital role Catholic education plays in shaping students
academically, spiritually, and socially. This week is dedicated to honoring our shared 
faith, commitment to service, and the strong sense of community that defi nes our school.

Let us embrace this week with gratitude and joy, united in faith and community.

99 Crystal Street, Malden, MA 02148
MaldenCatholic.org

St. John School Head of School Annmarie Quezada with students.

A student competes against AI in 
a match of tic tac toe.

Local tech educator brings 
AI learning into the 
Catholic classroom

(Gala Pg. 6)

(AI Pg. 6)
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The Catholic Schools Week (CSW) 2023 – 2026 theme is “Catholic Schools: United in Faith and Community.” 
Catholic schools have an irreplaceable role in the Church’s evangelizing mission. Building on the central goal 

of Catholic schools to form saints, Catholic schools teach and embrace the whole person, body, mind and spirit. 
The fact that all members of a Catholic school community share the Christian vision of faith that Christ is the 

foundation of Catholic education is what unites the school as a faith-filled community.

While faith is the binding element in Catholic schools, the Church reiterates that parents are the first teachers of 
their children. Holding this tenet, Catholic school communities expand beyond the walls of school buildings to 

envelop the family as an integral part of the school community. Together teachers, administrators, staff, students 
and parents fuel the light of faith by integrating culture with faith and faith with living.

First graders, Bodhi L., Valentina T., Maya O., David A., Victoria B., and Miya N, reading stories from Scott 
Foresman’s “Reading Favorite Things Old and New.”

First grade students, Maria A., Sebastian F., Vivian B., Violet T., Natalia S. and Ronald B. gathering in the 
reading area.

been here for years, hopefully they 
will get to see the progression. The 
seventh and eighth grade have 
well-written novels with beautiful 
artwork. It’s a ton of fun.”

Like every Monday, middle 
school students will continue to 
volunteer at the East Boston Com-
munity Soup Kitchen in Maverick 
Square, where they will be prepar-

ing bags of food for those strug-
gling with homelessness and sub-
stance use.

“It’s a way to build community 
within the school, which is really 
nice,” explained Principal Casa-
letto. “We’re excited about that.”

At the end of the week, there 
will be a casual dress day for 
students, and an appreciation 

luncheon for teachers, staff, and 
volunteers provided by the Parent 
Involvement Committee.

“It’s a cool week,” beamed 
Principal Casaletto, whose office is 
decorated with LEGO models. “It 
gives us the opportunity to cele-
brate the unique qualities of Cath-
olic schools. Everybody walks in 
and feels like family here.”

EBCCS (from pg. 4)

End. It’s a community over here. 
Everyone knows everyone, and 
the family business owners know 
the school. They went to Saint 
John. Their grandparents were 
once students there. It’s a unique 
throwback as to how school com-
munities used to be.”

The momentum is not slowing 
down, and the immediate future 
looks exceedingly bright. Saint 
John has received 45 applications 
for seats in the 2025-26 academic 
year.

“I think people want this now,” 
said Quezada. “It’s an alternative 
to a public school. You get pride 
in Catholic education, high stan-
dards with academics, and we send 
our students to all the great high 
schools: BC High, Fontbonne, 
Saint John’s Prep (Danvers). And 
our students are well-prepared.

 
Student-to-teacher ratio of 7:1
One factor that elevates the 

Saint John educational experience 
is its phenomenal student-to-teach-
er ratio of 7:1.

“It’s amazing,” said Quezada.
The school has non-clergy 

teachers, but it is associated with 
Saint Leonard’s Parish in the 
North End. The church’s pastor, 
the Rev. Michael Della Penna, is 
a member of the Saint John board 
of directors. Each student in the 
school takes a Catholic education 

class.

Italian language, science programs
Two other programs also sepa-

rate Saint John from other schools, 
according to Quezada.

“We have an immersion Ital-
ian program,” she noted. “The 
kids learn Italian all the way from 
pre-K up to eighth grade,” said 
Quezada. “We also have a hydro-
ponic indoor garden, and all the 
students take classes in there as 
well.”

The garden produces herbs and 
plants that in a display of com-
munity service and philanthropy 
are ultimately delivered to Saint 
Anthony Shrine and homeless 
shelters.

A taste of North End history
Saint John faculty regularly 

schedules field trips to such near-
by North End landmarks as the 
Paul Revere House and the Old 
North Church and walks along 
the famous Freedom Trail.

“We partner with the Italian 
societies that host the festivals 
during the summer, so our stu-
dents are very immersed in the 
North End,” said Quezada.

Reflecting on her first year as 
Head of School, Quezada con-
cluded, “I’m so honored to be 
a part of this wonderful school 
community.”

riculum learning allows for young 
learners to grow alongside the 
world of AI, gaining literacy on 
the subject in real time. Grade-rel-
evant lessons include hands-on 
activities that deeply engage stu-
dents in their progress.

Some students who have now 
experienced the program shared 
with us what they’ve learned. One 
fifth-grader said, “AI wouldn’t 
exist without us. It uses OUR 
ideas!”

And a third-grader shared her 

opinion as well, “I thought AI 
knew everything in the world, but 
you have to teach it - and it can be 
wrong!”

Ms. Barbara Mikolajczak seeks 
out innovative partnerships for 
St. John School, always look-
ing for programs that enrich and 
engage the students in new ways. 
As young people continue to rely 
on technology as a learning tool, 
St. John School in the North End 
of Boston strives to keep their stu-
dents ahead of the curve.

AI (from pg. 5)

Gala (from pg. 5)
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By Adam Swift

The Tobin Bridge is not going 
to disappear any time soon, but 
MassDOT has begun the pro-
cess of studying potential future 
replacement options for the 
bridge.

Last week, MassDOT and its 
team of consultants held its sec-
ond working group meeting at the 
Charlestown Library on its plans 
for the Maurice J. Tobin Bridge 
Long-Term Strategic Planning 
Study.

The study aims to develop and 
analyze options for the eventual 
replacement of the Tobin Bridge, 
while also exploring alternatives 
for the bridge, according to Mass-
DOT officials. The study will 
focus on ways to reconnect sur-
rounding communities in Chelsea 
and Charlestown.

Public and working group 
meetings on the long-term study 
are expected to take place over 
the next 18 months, with the draft 
and final reports anticipated to be 
released in the summer of 2026.

During the working group 
meeting, MassDOT officials and 
consultants reviewed the current 
conditions of the Tobin Bridge, as 
well as discussed the goals of the 
study.

“We are taking a holistic point 
of view with this study, and I want 
to emphasize that equity is an 
overarching focus of the study as 
well … as we consider long-term 
potential changes to the Tobin 
Bridge to reconnect communities 
and consider how these elements 
of the transportation network 
itself tie into the surrounding com-
munity,” said MassDOT project 
manager Patrick Snyder.

Mike Regan, the project man-
ager for the study from engineer-
ing firm VHB said nine evalua-
tion criteria have been selected to 
measure the effectiveness of any 
recommendations that come as a 
result of the study. Those criteria 
include social equity, mobility and 
accessibility for transportation 
modes, safety for roadway users, 
economic and land use impacts, 
climate change resilience and mit-
igation, health and environmental 
effects, cost and cost effectiveness, 
and feasibility of construction.

A detailed assessment of the 
existing conditions has been com-
pleted to help set the stage for a 
future conditions analysis, said 
Regan.

“We’ve completed a really 
detailed and exhaustive existing 
details assessment, especially for 
transportation and mobility that 
includes traffic patterns, traffic 
operation, safety, … and transit 
conditions, locally and regional-
ly,” said Regan.

A study of the current land use 
in the areas near the bridge shows 
that there is a critical need for 
housing, along with a pandem-
ic-weakend office market, an over-
supply of lab space, and urban 
development around transit hubs, 
said Jon Trementozzi, and land 
use and economic development 
consultant.

Niki Hastings of VHB said 
the study of the existing trans-
portation conditions of the Tobin 
Bridge and Chelsea and Charles-
town show that active transpor-
tation facilities do not extend into 
neighboring communities. She 
also noted that the existing Tobin 
Bridge lacks sidewalk and bicy-
cle facilities, creating a significant 
gap in the regional pedestrian and 
bicycle networks.

Hastings said the Tobin Bridge 
is a vital regional corridor and 
part of a larger system that serves 
commuter populations between 
the North Shore and Boston. 
The majority of the vehicle trips 
are from or to Route 1 North of 
Route 16, Hastings added.

There are congestion and trav-
el time reliability issues, especially 
southbound, where 43 percent of 
trips from the Tobin Bridge are 
destined for I-93, according to the 
analysis. In addition, much of the 
local study area in Chelsea expe-
riences higher crash rates in com-
parison to the region.

Charlestown State Represen-
tative Dan Ryan noted that the 
lack of a direct connection to Rte. 
93 North on the Tobin has been 
a major issue in his district for 
decades.

“It doesn’t matter what signs 
you put on the other side of the 
North Washington Bridge, human 
nature is that people will not drive 
south to go north,” said Ryan. 
“You can put all the signs in the 
world you want, people are just 
not going to do that.”

Ryan said any alternative needs 
to have an option to get people 
who are on the other side of the 
North Washington Bridge to have 
access to 93 North and South.

As a long-term strategic plan-
ning study, the consultants said 
the key next step is to project 
the existing conditions to a 2050 
future condition, with alternatives 
for the bridge replacement being 
evaluated using those conditions. 
Part of those conditions include 
determining major planned infra-
structure projects and transit ser-
vice improvements in place by 
2050 based on available docu-
mentation.

Those potential projects will 
then set the baseline for the 
alternatives that are considered, 
according to the consultants.

Revere City Councilor Ira 
Novoselsky questioned why the 
study area for the existing con-

ditions did not extend north to 
Copeland Circle in Revere. He 
stated that the noise level and envi-
ronmental factors from the traffic 
affect residents in the city.

Regan stated that there are both 
local and regional study areas for 
the project, with the local study 
area focusing on Chelsea and 
Charlestown, and the regional 
area extending out into Revere 
and other communities.

“The reason we didn’t do the 
in-depth existing conditions anal-
ysis … for the entire regional study 
area is because our likely Tobin 
Bridge alternative will likely not 
extend that far north,” said Regan. 
“We are talking about what to do 
about future replacement of the 
bridge and extending that type of 
infrastructure that far north is not 
anticipated, so we did not do that 
analysis up to that area.”

The future analysis also includes 
looking at demographic growth 
and environmental factors, Snyder 
said.

One of the goals of the working 
group, Snyder said, is to discuss 
options for four key future consid-
erations, including future roadway 
and transit conditions, the future 
travel demand forecast, future 
land use and demographic proj-
ects, and future climate change 
and sea level rise forecast.

Chelsea Deputy Director of 
Housing and Community Devel-
opment Emily Granoff said she 
would like to have further con-
versations about the initial future 
housing demand demographic 
analysis. She added that the city is 
working on a comprehensive plan-
ning process that will also touch 
upon some of the analysis within 
the Tobin Bridge study.

When it comes to future sea 
level rise and climate change, the 
consultants stated that the future 
preliminary design will determine 
exact bridge height based on a 
combination of sea level rise, 
storm surge, and required marine 
vessel height clearances.

“We’re establishing baselines, 
future baselines for analysis and 
comparison,” said Regan. “The 
next step is really brainstorming 
and coming up with alternatives 
and building those with the work-
ing group and really refining that.”

The next working group and 
public meeting on the study is 
anticipated for the late spring/
early summer, Snyder said.

“We are anticipating that this 
study is going to run into the sum-
mer of 2026, when we hope to 
present our results and findings 
and recommendations as well as 
the summary,” he said.

MassDOT, consultants begin study process for potential Tobin Bridge replacement

PHOTO  BY ARNIE JARMAK

The Tobin Bridge as seen from the streets of Chelsea during the 
Blizzard of 1978.
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Top men and women squash players from all over the world came to the University Club in Back Bay 
to compete in the 33rd annual MFS Pro-Am Squash Doubles Championship January 8-12. Spectators who 
attended the five day event were witnesses to some of the best squash playing. A special feature of the tourna-
ment, is that many local amateur squash players were privileged to play with the pros.

MFS PRO-AM SQUASH DOUBLES CHAMPIONSHIP

DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN PHOTOS

The winning team in the Men’s Finals was James Stout and Scott Arnold.The champions of the ProAm were Ashley Davies and Will Ahmed.

James Stout, Mike Ferreira, Scott Arnold, and Cameron Pilley.Mike Ferreira, James Stout,  Scott Arnold,  and Cameron Pilley.

James Stout, Mike Ferreira, Scott Arnold, and Cameron Pilley.James Stout, Mike Ferreira, Scott Arnold and Cameron Pilley.
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MFS PRO-AM SQUASH DOUBLES CHAMPIONSHIP
DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN PHOTOS

The winning team of Maria Elena Ubina and Kayley Leonard holding the Leonard 
Bernheimer Trophy. 

Maria Elena Ubina is poised to strike the ball. 

Lauren West is ready to hit the ball. 

Gina Stoker is about to strike the ball.

Gina Stoker and Lauren West vs Kayley Leonard and Maria Elena Ubina.

 Kayley Leonard and Maria Elena Ubina (2nd from right) vs Gina Stoker and 
Lauren West.
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MFS PRO-AM SQUASH DOUBLES CHAMPIONSHIP
DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN PHOTOS

Dedicated sponsor of the tournament Amrit Kanwal (center) Executive 
Vice President MFS Investment Management with James Stout and 
Scott Arnold.

University Club Squash Director Chris Spahr and Tournament Chair Charlie Humber 
with the winning team of Maria Elena Ubina and Kayley Leonard holding the Leonard 
Bernheimer Trophy.

Tournament Chair Charlie Humber (left) and Squash Director Chris Spahr (right) with the 
winning team in the Men’s Finals/ James Stout and Scott Arnold.

Dave Adams, Ashley Davies, Will Ahmed, and Jaymie Haycocks.

Local Squash legend Tom Poor.

Visit www.charlestownbridge.com



PA G E  1 1J a n uary    2 3 ,  2 0 2 5 T H E  C H A R L E S T O W N  PAT R I O T- B R I D G E

munity the tools to connect stu-
dents and families with new 
economic opportunities that can 
be transformative,” said Mayor 
Michelle Wu. “As we enter 2025, 
I encourage all BPS families to 
explore this program and learn 
more about how it can impact 
their children’s future.”

A joint program of the Worker 
Empowerment Cabinet and Bos-
ton Public Schools, Boston Saves 
automatically provides every BPS 
K2 student with a college savings 
account (CSA) seeded with $50 
to give families a boost for their 
child’s future. The program also 
allows families to earn addition-
al Boston Saves Dollars for their 
child’s account through ongoing 
incentives and access to financial 
education resources that make 
saving easier. Since its launch in 
2019, Boston Saves has allocat-
ed nearly $1.7 million, including 
over $320,000 in family-earned 
incentives, to over 27,000 student 
accounts. 

“It is never too young to start 
thinking about one’s career,” said 
Chief of Worker Empowerment 
Trinh Nguyen. “Boston Saves 
supports Boston’s working fam-
ilies and parents to plan ahead 
on incremental steps to develop 
promising careers to ensure the 
best path for that child to grow 

into Boston’s workforce.”
“Boston Saves gives our young-

est learners a head start on saving 
money to further their education, 
whether that’s for a college and 
career preparation program, or 
for future educational opportuni-
ties,” said Boston Public Schools 
Superintendent Mary Skipper. “I 
am grateful to everyone involved 
for continuing to invest in our stu-
dents and ensure that our families 
are aware of this opportunity to 
start saving for post-secondary 
success.”

Findings from the first year of 
a three-year evaluation of Boston 
Saves attribute participation in 
the program to significant positive 
effects on students’ academic suc-
cess, including social-emotional 
development, reading frequency, 
parental life satisfaction and edu-
cational expectations. Research 
shows that the presence of sav-
ings can motivate post-secondary 
success. Additionally, low-income 
children with less than $500 in 
an account dedicated to higher 
education were three times more 
likely to enroll in college and four 
times more likely to graduate 
from college than families with no 
savings. With last year’s January 
incentive, over 600 BPS families 
earned $15,475 for their children’s 
futures. The January incentive is 

especially critical as it encourages 
families to take the necessary first 
step of logging into their accounts, 
thereby unlocking the program’s 
benefits. 

When a family logs in to the 
Savings Center, they can:

• See the money in their child’s 
Boston Saves account

• Link their own financial 
account to the Savings Center to 
track all their savings for their 
child in one place and earn an 
additional incentive

• Earn more money for their 
child’s Boston Saves account by 
taking simple steps like reading 
with their child, or saving regu-
larly 

“Boston Saves is a great free 
resource for saving for your child’s 
education after high school,” said 
BPS Parent Raqael Duarte Hunt. 
“I especially loved having the 
opportunity to earn extra incen-
tives for reading we were already 
doing at home. The program may 
seem too good to be true, but it 
is truly money with no strings 
attached that will help to aid my 
child’s post secondary plans. I 
encourage all BPS parents to take 
advantage of the program.”

The Boston Saves New Year’s 
promotion will be applied to the 
accounts of all students whose 
families have logged in to the 

Savings Center for the first time 
since November 2024, when the 
platform first became available 
to current K2 kindergarten fam-
ilies. Currently, all K2-5 grade 
students in BPS have Boston Saves 
accounts. Families of students in 
select older grades may also have 
accounts (and be eligible for the 
promotion) if they were part of 
the Boston Saves pilot program 
or joined a pilot cohort. Families 

that have eligible children should 
have received an email from bos-
tonsaves@boston.gov with a 
direct link to log into their child’s 
account. Parents/guardians who 
believe their child is eligible but 
did not receive an email can con-
tact the Boston Saves team at bos-
tonsaves@boston.gov with their 
child’s name, grade, and school. 
For more information, visit bos-
ton.gov/boston-saves. 

Healey proposes significant changes to right to shelter law 
 Special to the Patriot-Bridge

Governor Maura Healey pro-
posed significant new changes to 
the state’s Right to Shelter law, 
including imposing a statutory 
residency requirement for families 
and strengthening criminal back-
ground checks. The Governor 
submitted the recommendations 
in a letter to the Senate President, 
Speaker, and House and Senate 
Ways and Means Chairs, urging 
the changes to be in the Emergen-
cy Assistance (EA) Supplemental 
Budget. 

The latest problem for the Right 
to Shelter Law occurred at the  
Quality Inn in Revere on Decem-
ber 27 where an illegal immigrant 
was arrested for having more than 
$2M in fentanyl and carrying an 
unregistered rifle.

“I have evaluated the Right to 
Shelter Law and regulations as 
well as the operational burdens 
on the system. Based on that 
review, and in the face of contin-
ued inaction by Congress and no 
assistance from the federal gov-
ernment, I believe these changes 
are appropriate and needed to 
ensure the long-term sustainabili-
ty of the state shelter system in a 

way that aligns with the original 
intent of the law,” said Governor 
Maura Healey. “In addition, these 
proposed changes will allow us 
to continue to ensure the safety 
of our system, support cities and 
towns in addressing the needs of 
unhoused families in their com-
munities and put us on the path 
toward a more fiscally sustainable 
shelter system.”   

“Our administration has made 
progress in making the shelter sys-
tem more fiscally and operation-
ally sustainable,” said Lieutenant 
Governor Kim Driscoll. “We’re 
now seeing unprecedented num-
bers of families exiting shelter for 
permanent housing because of 
the work we’ve done, including a 
more effective use of housing sta-
bilization programs, workforce 
training, and job placements.” 

Among the proposed changes 
to the Right to Shelter law include: 

• Strengthening criminal 
background checks. Governor 
Healey’s proposal would require 
all applicants to disclose criminal 
convictions in Massachusetts or 
elsewhere. It will also codify the 
Executive Office of Housing and 
Livable Communities’ policy of 
conducting a CORI check prior to 

placement.  
• Implementing a statutory 

requirement of residency and 
intent to remain. Currently, any 
intent to remain in Massachusetts 
may be proven solely through self 
attestation. This change would 
require that anyone receiving EA 
show an intent to remain in Mas-
sachusetts, either through inde-
pendent documentary verification 
or through three months of physi-
cal presence in the state.    

• Eliminating presumptive eligi-
bility. Under existing law, shelter 
applicants are presumed to be eli-
gible for shelter and receive shel-
ter benefits prior to producing the 
necessary documentation. Under 
Governor Healey’s proposals, shel-
ter applicants would be required 
to verify their identity, residency, 
and status prior to placement.  

• Changes to eviction eligibility 
criteria. Currently, families may 
be eligible for shelter based on 
several types of no-fault eviction, 
but without geographic limitation. 
As a result, people who have been 
evicted in other states may come 
to Massachusetts for shelter.  The 
administration proposes requiring 
evictions to occur in Massachu-
setts to support eligibility, elimi-

nating the scenario where a neigh-
boring state eviction leads to an 
individual coming to Massachu-
setts to seek EA shelter benefits. 

• Requiring lawful status for 
all members of families with rare 
exceptions. Governor Healey’s 
proposal would require all family 
members to show they are U.S. 
citizens or lawfully present in the 
U.S., with the rare exception for 
those households that include a 
child who is a U.S. citizen or a 
lawful permanent resident.  

Massachusetts became the only 
state in the country to adopt a 
Right to Shelter law 40 years ago, 
which was designed to provide 
housing for families in need, spe-
cifically pregnant women and chil-
dren experiencing homelessness. 
For the past three years, thousands 
of families have been arriving in 
Massachusetts from other states 
and other countries seeking shel-
ter. Since taking office in 2023, 
Governor Healey has implement-
ed a series of reforms to manage 
the size and cost of the system, 
including setting a cap of 7,500 
families and implementing length 
of stay requirements. She recently 
announced that the administration 
will phase out the use of hotels 

and motels as shelters by the end 
of 2025. 

These proposed changes fol-
low Governor Healey’s recent 
announcement requiring  CORI 
checks on all EA applicants in 
addition to background checks 
already occurring, conducting 
inspections at all shelter sites, 
and hiring former Boston Police 
Commissioner Ed Davis to lead 
an independent, outside review of 
security at EA shelters. The sup-
plemental budget she filed earlier 
this month also proposed reducing 
the length of stay at EA shelters 
from nine months to six months. 

Since November 2023, the 
Healey-Driscoll Administration 
has helped more than 6,000 shel-
ter residents get work authoriza-
tions and secured thousands of 
job placements. These efforts have 
helped more than 4,500 families 
exit shelter in the past year, and 
430 families have successfully 
exited temporary respite centers 
(TRCs) since August 1. In addition 
to exits, more than 700 families 
have been diverted from EA shel-
ter in the past year due to invest-
ment in services that help families 
avoid shelter and quickly get back 
on their feet.   

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$195.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

Saves (from pg. 1)
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City awarded a grant from the EPA for $35 million for 125 new electric school buses
 Special to the Patriot-Bridge

The City of Boston announced 
that the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA) has award-
ed Boston Public Schools (BPS) a 
$35 million grant to purchase 125, 
30-passenger electric school buses. 
This expansion will allow BPS to 
accelerate the upgrade of its school 
bus fleet, which is on track to be 
fully electric by 2030. The district 
currently has 40 electric school 
buses.

“This historic $35 million grant 
from the EPA brings us closer to 
achieving our goal of a fully elec-
tric school bus fleet by 2030 while 
delivering immediate health and 
environmental benefits to our 
students, families, and neighbor-
hoods,” said Mayor Michelle Wu. 
“This marks a significant mile-
stone for our city as we continue 
our work to create a greener and 
healthier future for all our resi-
dents.”

“We are grateful to the EPA 
for awarding this $35 million 

grant, which will help us achieve 
our commitment to sustainability, 
reducing emissions, and providing 
cleaner, healthier transportation 
for our students,” said BPS Super-
intendent Mary Skipper. “We also 
extend our deepest thanks to all 
of our partners and stakeholders 

who have supported our efforts to 
embrace innovative, sustainable 
solutions for our city.”

The Clean Heavy-Duty Vehi-
cle grant has been awarded to 70 
applicants across 27 states, three 
Tribal Nations, and one territo-
ry, totaling over $735 million. In 

Boston, the grant will fund the 
purchase of zero-emission elec-
tric school buses, replace existing 
internal combustion buses, and 
support the continued build out of 
clean vehicle infrastructure. 

“Boston’s commitment to elec-
trifying its school bus fleet exem-
plifies the kind of local leadership 
that provides cleaner air, reduc-
es greenhouse gases, and builds 
healthier and more sustainable 
communities”, said EPA New 
England’s Regional Administrator 
David Cash. “We look forward to 
our continued partnership with 
Boston Public Schools as they 
implement this transformative 
project.” 

“While these electric buses will 
benefit the environment, more 
importantly, they will improve the 
health of our students and staff, 
as well as that of our communi-
ty-at-large,” said BPS Executive 
Director of Transportation Dan-
iel Rosengard. “This investment 
demonstrates our dedication to 
creating a greener future while 

prioritizing the well-being of our 
drivers, monitors, students, and 
school communities.”

BPS is making significant prog-
ress toward its goal of fully electri-
fying its school bus fleet. Following 
infrastructure upgrades at two bus 
yards to support electric charging, 
along with training for drivers and 
mechanics, the district’s Depart-
ment of Transportation has com-
pleted two successful deployments 
of electric school buses. The 40 
electric school buses, which serve 
schools in every Boston neigh-
borhood, reduce emissions and 
improve air quality for students. In 
2024, BPS secured $20 million in 
competitive federal grant funding. 
In 2023-2024, BPS secured $6 mil-
lion from state and local partners, 
including Massachusetts Clean 
Energy Center (MassCEC) and 
Eversource electric utility. These 
investments, alongside workforce 
training initiatives, are paving the 
way for a cleaner, healthier future 
for Boston’s students and commu-
nities.

An EV School bus.

Boston awarded $3.16 million in federal funding for critical climate resilience projects
 Special to the Patriot-Bridge

City of Boston officials joined 
Federal and State leaders to 
announce new funding from the 
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) for key coastal 
resilience projects including one 
in East Boston.

These projects, totaling more 
than $3 million in federal, state, 
and local investments, will help 
safeguard waterfront neighbor-
hoods, critical infrastructure, 
and affordable housing develop-
ments from the impacts of cli-
mate change. This funding will 
advance the design and permitting 
for the Lewis Street and Carlton 
Wharf area in East Boston and 
the Moakley Park area of South 
Boston.

“Boston’s neighborhoods 
need strong, sustainable protec-
tions from the increasing risks of 
intense storms and flooding,” said 
Mayor Michelle Wu. “These proj-
ects are clear examples of how 
Boston is leading the way for safe, 
prepared communities, and we’re 
grateful to FEMA for partner-
ing to show what’s possible for a 
resilient future. Together, we pro-
tect residents, safeguard critical 
infrastructure, and ensure a more 
sustainable city for generations to 
come.”

“These funds will make crit-
ical improvements to housing, 
transportation, and infrastructure 
to better protect our communi-

ties from the impacts of climate 
change,” said Governor Maura 
Healey. “We’re grateful for the 
strong partnership of Mayor Wu, 
our Congressional delegation, 
and FEMA to secure these trans-
formative awards.” 

“As we continue to see extreme 
weather events take place across 
the country, our administration 
has been working hard to sup-
port our communities in their 
efforts to shore up infrastructure 
against the threats of climate 
change,” said Lieutenant Gover-
nor Kim Driscoll. “These awards 
will help us do just that, and I’m 
grateful for the work of MEMA, 
the MBTA, and our partners at 
FEMA for supporting our work 
to make Boston a more resilient, 
future-ready city.”

In East Boston, the Lewis Street 
and Carlton Wharf project will 
elevate sections of the Harbor-
walk to protect the Blue Line, 
residential areas, and Maver-
ick Square. FEMA has awarded 
$1,987,500 through its Hazard 
Mitigation Grant Program to 
advance the design and permit-
ting of this project, which will 
be matched by $662,500 in City 
funding. This is the first phase of 
funding towards this project with 
a second potential phase of fund-
ing for construction. 

The MBTA was also awarded a 
separate Building Resilient Infra-
structure & Communities (BRIC) 
grant of $9.9 million from FEMA 

to fund the construction of Blue 
Line Airport tunnel portal protec-
tion and resilience improvements. 
This grant will support the con-
struction and installation of flood 
doors that will close off the two 
tunnel portal openings during a 
flood event. The total project cost 
is $20.8 million, with $1 million in 
funding for design from the state’s 
ResilientMass Implementation 
Funding and the remainder fund-
ed through the MBTA’s Capital 
Investment Plan. Together, these 
projects will help protect critical 
neighborhood and regional infra-
structure from coastal flooding.

The Moakley Park project, 
part of a larger park improvement 
initiative, focuses on building 
flood resilience infrastructure to 
protect affordable housing devel-
opments, neighborhood areas, 
and key transportation systems in 
South Boston. This effort has been 
awarded $1,170,000 from FEMA 
to advance the design and permit-
ting. Similar to the Lewis Street 
project, this is the first phase of 
funding towards this project with 
a second potential phase of fund-
ing for construction. Through this 
initial funding, the City will be 
refining the design of the project 
in collaboration with residents 
and other stakeholders.

“Today, we celebrate more 
than $50 million from the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
and millions from the City and the 
Commonwealth to build a Boston 

where the places we love most—
our homes, our local businesses, 
our public parks, and our public 
transit—are protected from flood-
ing that is becoming more exten-
sive and more frequent due to the 
climate crisis, as sea levels rise and 
storms intensify,” said US Senator 
Edward J. Markey. “I was proud 
to advocate for the federal fund-
ing to invest in coastal resiliency 
projects across the City of Bos-
ton—from Moakley Park to East 
Boston and Dorchester—to shore 
up our neighborhoods, communi-
ty spaces, and critical transporta-
tion infrastructure.”

“This event underscores the 
unwavering commitment of the 
City of Boston and our entire 
region to prepare our communities 
for the pressing challenges of cli-
mate change,” said FEMA Region 
1 Deputy Regional Administrator 
Jarrett W. Devine. “It highlights 
the power of collaboration among 
federal, state, and local partners, 
working alongside communities 
to create innovative solutions that 
enhance our resilience.”

“Today’s awards are the result 
of close collaboration across 
municipal, state, and federal gov-
ernment to safeguard our infra-
structure and residents proac-
tively,” said Director of Federal 
Funds Quentin Palfrey. “Thank 
you to Region FEMA 1 Adminis-
trator Lori Erlich, Deputy Admin-
istrator Jarrett Devine, and all of 
our federal partners for helping us 

make the necessary investments to 
ensure our infrastructure is resil-
ient to future challenges.”

“MEMA partners with com-
munities to reduce our state’s 
vulnerability to weather events 
through hazard mitigation, which 
creates safer, more resilient com-
munities, reduces loss of life and 
property, and reduces the cost of 
recovery to individuals, cities and 
towns, and the state,” said Massa-
chusetts Emergency Management 
Agency Assistant Director for 
Recovery and Mitigation Simon 
van Leeuwen. “The approval of 
these grant applications is a tes-
tament to the sustained, collab-
orative efforts between the city, 
FEMA Region 1, and the state 
and we believe this success sets a 
strong example and paves the way 
for other Massachusetts commu-
nities to achieve similar success in 
the application process.”

“As we continue to improve 
and deliver safe, reliable service, 
climate resilience is vital to that 
goal. The Healey-Driscoll Admin-
istration is laser-focused on ensur-
ing safety and quality of life for 
all residents and visitors in Mas-
sachusetts. Under their leader-
ship, we in public transportation 
are doing all we can to safeguard 
everyone from climate-related 
impacts. The MBTA is thankful to 
FEMA, MEMA, and the Healey-

(Climate Pg. 13)
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 Special to the Patriot-Bridge

Mayor Michelle Wu, in part-
nership with the Downtown Bos-
ton Alliance (DBA), announced 
City Hall Plaza will host two 
winter art activations as part of 
the DBA’s WINTERACTIVE ini-
tiative, which features public art 
around Downtown Boston. The 
two interactive light installations, 
the “Sonic Runway” and the 
“Cycle,” were installed this week 
on City Hall Plaza and will be on 
display through the end of March. 
Both interactive light and sound 
art pieces come to Boston from 
Montreal-based Creos, a company 
that specializes in activating public 
spaces across the world, and both 
pieces have been featured at winter 
festivals throughout Canada. The 
installations build on Mayor Wu’s 
effort to make Downtown Boston 
and City Hall Plaza a vibrant and 
welcoming destination for resi-
dents and visitors alike during the 
winter months.

“City Hall is happy to partner 
with the Downtown Boston Alli-
ance to host part of their 2025 
WINTERACTIVE experience. Art 
brings joy and curiosity to public 
spaces that may otherwise seem 
cold and dark during the long win-
ter months,” said Mayor Michelle 
Wu. “Opening up City Hall Plaza 
to host activations and public 
events contributes to the vitality 
of Downtown Boston as an excit-
ing, family-friendly destination to 
gather year-round.”

“Winteractive 2024, which 
drew more than 650,000 visitors, 
offered a powerful economic and 
cultural boost to Boston in the 
heart of winter. Many visitors 
made or extended their trips to 
downtown specifically to expe-
rience the artworks and interac-
tive play elements,” said Michael 
Nichols, President of the Down-
town Boston Alliance. “The over-
whelming response underscored 
the role public art plays in the 
vibrancy of our city, enriching 
the downtown visitor experience, 

supporting local businesses, and 
fostering community engagement. 
In bringing Winteractive back in 
2025, a partnership with the City 
of Boston was important because, 
like the Downtown Boston Alli-
ance, they believe in the power of 
art to draw people together. We’re 
thrilled to see how Winteractive 
continues to captivate residents 
and visitors alike while driving 
meaningful activity in the heart of 
Boston.”

The City Hall installations are 
part of a larger Downtown map of 
free, walkable activations planned 
by the Downtown Boston Alli-
ance (DBA), formerly known as 
the Boston BID, designed to bring 
people and energy to Downtown 
and its businesses during the City’s 
coldest months. The inclusion of 
City Hall Plaza this year expands 
and builds upon DBA’s inaugural 
2024 WINTERACTIVE initia-
tive, which featured 16 public art 
pieces throughout Downtown 
Boston. The second year of WIN-
TERACTIVE is again inspired by 
the vibrant winter festivals and art 
exhibitions in the province of Qué-
bec, Canada. 

“Activating City Hall Plaza and 
the larger downtown areas during 
the coldest, darkest months is 
always a challenge, which is why 
we are so excited to host these 
light installations in collaboration 
with Downtown Boston Alliance 
and as part of the larger WIN-
TERACTIVE experience,” said 
Eamon Shelton, Commissioner 
of Property Management. “These 
installations are a pivotal part of 
our goal as a City to create wel-
coming, inclusive, and dynamic 
public spaces where visitors and 
residents alike come together.”

The Sonic Runway, by Rob 
Jensen and Warren Trezevant, is a 
light-art installation that converts 
audio signals into patterns of light 
that project down a long corridor 
of LED lined arches at the speed 
of sound. At the front of the Sonic 
Runway, observers see musical 

sound waves rippling away from 
them. Walking down the corridor, 
sound and light are always in sync. 
Looking back from the far end, 
walkers can see the sound waves 
coming at them, and hear the 
music as the pattern reaches them.

Cycle is an interactive installa-
tion inspired by the revolutions of 
the sun and the moon that illumi-
nate open spaces and was created 
by Serge Maheu. Composed of a 
series of modules equipped with 
several music and light animation 
sequences, Cycle comes to life at 
the rhythm of bystanders’ inter-
actions. Both Sonic Runway and 
Cycle are powered by Creos.

“We are beyond excited to see 
City Hall Plaza come alive with 
the magic and energy of this year’s 
WINTERACTIVE initiative,” said 
John M Borders IV, Director of 
Tourism, Sports, and Entertain-
ment. “The ‘Sonic Runway’ and 
‘Cycle’ installations are more than 
just captivating light and sound 
displays—they’re a celebration 
of art’s ability to transform our 

public spaces into destinations 
for connection, exploration, and 
inspiration. This partnership with 
the Downtown Boston Alliance 
underscores our shared vision of 
a vibrant and inclusive city where 
residents and visitors can gather, 
enjoy world-class art, and make 
lasting memories, no matter the 
time of year. By transforming City 
Hall Plaza into a hub for creativi-
ty and joy, we are making Down-
town Boston a true winter destina-
tion.”

“It is a privilege to exhibit Cycle 
and Sonic Runway, both globally 
recognized installations, in this 
year’s WINTERACTIVE program. 
The hope is that these immersive 
experiences will encourage locals 
and visitors to embrace the cold 
and let curiosity drive their jour-
ney. We are grateful to contrib-
ute to this celebration of creativi-
ty and innovation in the heart of 
Boston,” said Alexandre Lemieux, 
Director of Business Development 
& Cofounder, Creos.

As part of ongoing efforts to 

make the redesigned City Hall 
Plaza a welcoming destination all 
year round, the Plaza will host 
large-scale events with exter-
nal partners in the next couple 
months. More on these winter 
events will be announced at a later 
date. 

Additionally, the Mayor’s 
Office of Arts and Culture will be 
bringing a vibrant lineup of free 
arts and cultural events to City 
Hall Plaza starting this spring. 
The Mayor’s Office of Arts and 
Culture is currently evaluating 
proposals submitted for the City 
Hall Plaza Engagement Grant, and 
will announce the lineup in early 
spring. These free events will high-
light Boston’s diverse artistic com-
munity, offer essential support and 
performance spaces for local art-
ists, and enhance City Hall Plaza 
as a vibrant and inclusive gath-
ering spot for all residents. Last 
season featured a diverse array of 
events, from a dynamic hip-hop 
festival to an interactive light art 
installation, and a night of salsa.

City Hall Plaza to host two winter art activations of the WINTERACTIVE initiative

Residents out enjoying one of the WINTERACTIVE experiences.

Driscoll Administration for all the 
support and critical role public 
transportation plays in Boston,” 
said General Manager and CEO 
Phillip Eng. “We’re excited to 
use this grant funding to contin-
ue supporting and collaborating 
with the City of Boston to protect 
infrastructure in local neighbor-
hoods and within the MBTA sys-
tem.”

These projects exemplify 
the City of Boston’s proactive 
approach to climate resilience 
under Mayor Wu’s leadership. 
The establishment of the Office 
of Climate Resilience last year 

marked a significant step forward, 
centralizing efforts to address the 
City’s adaptation efforts. This new 
office has already spearheaded 
initiatives such as the green roof 
retrofits for bus shelters and the 
citywide Deployables Day, which 
demonstrated the deployment of 
temporary flood protection mea-
sures. Additionally, Boston’s first 
Climate Council was convened 
to guide the next phase of the 
Climate Action Plan, ensuring an 
inclusive and community-driven 
approach to tackling climate risks.

Chief Climate Officer Brian 
Swett emphasized the importance 

of these efforts, noting, “These 
investments represent the future 
of urban resilience—projects that 
not only protect people and infra-
structure from increasing climate 
hazards but also enhance our 
public spaces and ensure equitable 
access to our waterfront. We are 
thrilled to take these next steps 
with FEMA’s support.”

Chris Osgood, Director of the 
Office of Climate Resilience, high-
lighted the collaborative nature of 
the work: “Climate resilience is 
a team effort, and these projects 
show the power of partnerships 
across local, state, and federal lev-

els. Together, we’re delivering real 
solutions to address today’s chal-
lenges and tomorrow’s risks.”

In addition to these grant 
awards, the Commonwealth’s 
Department of Conservation and 
Recreation and the City of Boston 
are pursuing a FEMA BRIC grant 
for Tenean Beach in Dorchester. 
The project will focus on raising 
portions of the park and road-
way to reduce chronic flooding 
risks in an area that regularly 
floods today. The application 
is for $11.2 million in FEMA 
BRIC funding, with $3.7 million 
in combined contributions from 

the City and the Massachusetts 
Department of Conservation and 
Recreation (DCR). If awarded, 
Tenean Beach will receive $1.8 
million for design and permitting 
funding, with a potential award 
for construction to follow.  

The City of Boston is commit-
ted to advancing climate-ready 
projects that protect residents, 
create opportunities for econom-
ic growth, and strengthen com-
munity resilience. These projects 
are vital components of Boston’s 
broader climate strategies and 
Green New Deal.

Climate (from pg. 12)
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CONSTRUCTION UPDATE
North Washington Street Bridge

The Construction Look-Ahead  
through February 2 for the North 
Washington Street Bridge is as fol-
lows:

Scheduled Work
• West sidewalk formwork and 

utility install
• Southwest approach barrier 

and sidewalk work
• Marine fender wood installa-

tion
• Lovejoy walkway pile cap 

formwork
Work Hours

• Monday through Friday from 
6 a.m. to 6 p.m.

• Saturday from 6 a.m. to 2 
p.m.

Travel Tips
For everyone using the east 

sidewalk of the new bridge, please 
help share the space: walk to the 
right, walk bikes, and be mindful 
of people coming from both direc-

tions, if walking in a large group.
Drivers should take care to pay 

attention to all signage and move 
carefully through the work zone. 
Police details, lane markings, tem-
porary barriers, traffic cones, sig-
nage, and other tools will be used 
to control traffic and create safe 
work zones.

The Tudor Wharf Walkway 
(under the bridge next to the 
water in Paul Revere Park) will 
be intermittently closed for safety 
during construction operations, 
with access provided via the Water 
Street underpass. The Boston Har-
borwalk under the bridge and 
eastern/harborside bridge side-
walk remain closed until rebuilt.

The contractor is coordinating 
with the TD Garden and local 
police to provide awareness and 
manage traffic impacts during 
events. For your awareness, the 

following TD Garden events are 
scheduled during this look-ahead 
period:

• Jan. 23, at 7 p.m., Jan. 25, at 
1 p.m., Jan. 30, at 7 p.m., and Feb. 
1, at 3:30 p.m.

• Celtics: Jan. 27, at 7:30 p.m. 
and Jan. 25, at 7:30 p.m.

How can I find more informa-
tion?

Stay up-to-date and informed 
by following @MassDOT on X, 
formerly known as Twitter, and 
Mass 511 for real-time updates, 
visiting the project website, or 
emailing us with any questions.

You can also sign up to receive 
project updates via email by click-
ing this link.

Project website: Mass.
g o v / n o r t h - w a s h i n g -
ton-street-bridge-replacement

Project email: NorthWashing-
tonStreet@dot.state.ma.us

        SNOW               
REMOVAL

Shoveled 
Sanded    Salted

Prompt Courteous Service
Call or Text  Phil  

617-230-3490
        

Ryan

Charlestown 
Drop-Off Locations

Newtowne Market...........................  87 Medford St.

Community Center.........................  255 Medford St.

365 Convenience Store...................  275 Medford St.

Annas Café.....................................  275 Medford St.

Jenny’s Pizza...................................  320 Medford St.

Waverly Café..............................  229 Bunker Hill St.

Bunker Hill Liquors....................  200 Bunker Hill St.

Kipos..........................................  106 Bunker Hill St.

Kennedy Center............................  55 Bunker Hill St.

McCarthy’s Liquors............................  9 Moulton St.

Bunker Hill Cleaners.............................. Moulton St.

Police Station........................... 20 Vine St. Hayes Sq.

Santander Bank........................ 437 Rutherford Ave. 

Doyles................................................... 285 Main St.

7/11 Store............................................. 269 Main St.

Zelma Lacey House...........................  9 W School St.

Gatehouse Apartment.....................  75 W School St.

Ace Hardware................................ Bunker Hill Mall

CVS................................................ Bunker Hill Mall

Citizens Bank.................................. Bunker Hill Mall

Whole Food Market....................... Bunker Hill Mall

MGH Health Care Center....................... 73 High St.

7/11 Store............................................Thompson Sq.

Charlestown Liquors.......................... Thompson Sq.

Warren Tavern..................  2 Pleasant St. & Main St.

Constellation Wharf Condos. 1 Constellation Wharf

Harborview......................................... 250 First Ave.

Basilica..................................................  106 13th St.

Anchorage Apartment........................  103 13th Ave.

Parris Landing......................................  42 Eighth St.

Tuttles Clevergreen Cleaners............... 197 Eighth St.

Flagship Wharf.................................... 197 Eighth St.

Style Café............................................. 197 Eighth St.

Building 104.........................................104 First Ave.

MGH Institute........................................26 First Ave.

7/11 Store.................................................1 First Ave.

Sorelle Café.............................................100 City Sq.

ADVERTISE IN THE 

PATRIOT-BRIDGE

CALL 781-485-0588
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Special to the Patriot-Bridge

Mayor Michelle Wu announced 
a cold weather advisory and win-
ter safety tips for  the bitterly cold 
temperatures forecast through 
Thursday, January 23. Accord-
ing to the National Weather Ser-
vice (NWS), the forecast for Bos-
ton includes wind chills that will 
reach below zero through Thurs-
day. Sub-zero temperatures are 
expected, with the lowest occur-
ring between midnight and 6 a.m. 
during the cold weather advisory. 
Additionally, Boston is preparing 
for an anticipated six to eight inch-
es of snowfall Sunday evening, 
continuing through the overnight 
hours, according to the NWS. 
Due to the anticipated frigid cold 
weather that will follow the snow-
fall, it’s important to clear snow 
before it freezes to avoid danger-
ous conditions for vehicles and 
pedestrians. Mayor Wu is issuing 
these recommendations following 
a citywide meeting she held with 
the Office of Emergency Manage-
ment Sunday morning to coordi-
nate departments across the city to 
ensure proper preparedness ahead 
of the storm.  

“As temperatures drop and 
winter weather arrives, I urge all 
residents to take necessary pre-
cautions to stay vigilant, prioritize 
their safety, and look out for your 
neighbors,” said Mayor Michelle 
Wu. “Our teams are working 
around the clock to prepare the 
city, and we advise our residents 
to help protect each other during 
these harsh conditions. With snow 
expected tonight, we are remind-
ing property owners to please 
remember to shovel sidewalks, 
especially before the bitterly cold 
weather arrives and snow freezes 
over.” 

Due to the anticipated weather, 
please see below the rules for 

clearing snow:
• Property owners must fully 

clear snow, sleet, and ice from side-
walks and curb ramps abutting the 
property within three hours after 
the snowfall ends, or three hours 
after sunrise if the snow ends over-
night. Curb and pedestrian ramps 
to the street should be cleared fully 
and continually over the duration 
of the storm to ensure accessibili-
ty for individuals with disabilities. 
If the storm lasts for an extended 
period of time, property owners 
are asked to continually check and 
clear ramps abutting their proper-
ty. 

• Removal of snow and ice 
from private property to the street 
or sidewalk is prohibited. 

• Failure to comply with these 

rules can result in fines issued 
by PWD’s Code Enforcement 
Division. Fines associated with 
improper removal of snow can be 
found online.

• Residents are encouraged to 
sign up for emergency notifica-
tions through AlertBoston. Please 
follow @CityofBoston and visit 
boston.gov/snow for the latest 
updates.

Safety tips for shoveling:
• Keep catch basins and fire 

hydrants clear. You can assist in 
keeping hydrants clear of snow 
so the Boston Fire Department 
can access them quickly in case of 
emergency.

• Shoveling snow requires sig-
nificant exertion; please be cau-
tious and pay attention to signs of 
overexertion. Stop if you feel chest 
pain, shortness of breath, light-
headedness, nausea, or vomiting. 
Call 911 if those symptoms do not 
resolve quickly.

• Snow piles can make nav-
igating intersections dangerous 
for pedestrians and drivers. Please 
take extra care when turning cor-
ners with snow piles that might 
limit visibility.

• Carbon monoxide poisoning 
is a concern during winter weath-
er, especially with the use of gen-
erators. Residents should use their 
home heating systems wisely and 
safely, and have a working carbon 
monoxide detector on each floor 
of the home. Call 911 immediate-
ly if you suspect carbon monoxide 
poisoning.

• Sitting in a car while idling can 
be deadly if the tailpipe is blocked. 
Do not let children sit in an idling 
car while shoveling. Clear any 
household exhaust pipes (e.g. gas 
exhaust for heating systems or 
dryers) and vehicle exhaust pipes 
of snow.

• Have a contractor check 
the roof to see if snow needs to 
be removed. If roof snow can be 
removed from the ground with 
the use of a snow rake, do so with 
caution. Avoid working from lad-
ders, and be mindful of slippery 
surfaces.

Due to the anticipated forecast 
next week, the City is issuing a 
cold advisory. The City of Bos-
ton issues a cold advisory when 
there is one day or more of 0°F or 
below observed wind chill. Due to 
the low temperatures and strong 
wind gusts, there is an increased 
risk of hypothermia and frostbite, 
especially for those experiencing 
homelessness, older adults, and 
young children. Cold weather 
may also exacerbate health issues 
in high-risk individuals.

Mayor Wu is advising residents 
to take precautions, reminding 
them to check in on older adults, 
people with disabilities, and peo-
ple experiencing homelessness. If 
you see an individual experiencing 
homelessness and individuals out 
in the cold who appear immobile, 
disoriented or underdressed for the 
cold, please call 911. If residents 
are aware of anyone staying in a 
vehicle or a place not intended for 
living during these extreme cold 
temperatures, they are encouraged 
to call 911 as well. 

While the temperature forecast 
does not reach the threshold for 
declaring a cold emergency, Bos-
ton Centers for Youth & Families’ 
(BCYF) community centers will 
be open during their normal oper-
ating hours Tuesday - Thursday. 
The Boston Public Library will 
be open during normal operating 
hours Tuesday - Thursday and will 
be available for people in need of a 
place to warm up. 

The Boston Public Health 
Commission’s Southampton 
Street Shelter and Woods Mullen 
Shelter will remain open 24/7 for 
those experiencing homelessness. 
Amnesty is in effect and anyone 
with a non-violent restriction may 
come in. Other overnight shelters 
and day spaces can be found by 
calling 311.

The Boston Police Department 
(BPD) will make announcements 
on every shift for officers and all 
personnel to be on the lookout 
for people on the streets. BPD 
will conduct wellness checks or 
assist with transportation to avail-
able shelters and coordinate with 
emergency medical personnel for 
unsheltered homeless persons in 
distress. The BPD Street Outreach 
Unit will be available as a resource 
to assist the districts, outreach 
providers, and 911 dispatch as 
needed.  

Boston Public Schools (BPS) is 
reminding families to dress their 
students appropriately so they are 
safe and comfortable traveling to 
and from school. Anyone in need 
of winter clothing items can reach 
out directly to their school’s Fam-
ily Liaison and School Leader. 
The BPS Facilities team will also 
monitor school building tempera-
tures to ensure that classrooms are 
warm throughout the week.

Cold weather safety tips:
Dress for the weather:
• Wear several layers of 

loose-fitting, lightweight, warm 
clothing rather than one layer of 
heavy clothing.

• Outer garments should be 
tightly woven and water-repellent.

• Wear mittens over gloves; 
layering works for your hands as 
well.

• Always wear a hat and cover 
your mouth with a scarf to protect 
your lungs.  

• Dress children warmly and set 
reasonable time limits on outdoor 
play.

• Restrict infants’ outdoor 
exposure when it is colder than 40 
degrees Fahrenheit.

Watch for signs of frostbite:
• Signs of frostbite include loss 

of feeling and a white or pale 
appearance in extremities such as 

fingers, toes, ear lobes, and the 
tip of the nose. If symptoms are 
detected, get medical help imme-
diately.

Watch for signs of hypothermia:
• These include uncontrolla-

ble shivering, memory loss, dis-
orientation, incoherence, slurred 
speech, drowsiness, and apparent 
exhaustion. Contact a healthcare 

provider immediately if you or 
someone you know shows any of 
these symptoms. If symptoms are 
severe, call 911.
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FISHING BOAT CAPTAIN - Federal License req’d, 30 ton or better. 
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& steps to ocean. Non smoking, No pets.  Call Debera, 617-846-7300. 1/29/25

Wu urges caution 
as bitterly cold weather arrives 

Residents of Boston woke up Monday morning to a winter wonder-
land, as overnight snowfalls blanketed the city and the region with 
about 4-inches of snow. Shown above, Chestnut Street in Boston is 
covered with snow.

(Cold Pg. 16)
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By Penny & Ed Cherubino

Have you heard the old saying 
that a tired dog is a good dog? But 
what if winter has your dog not 
only full of energy but also bored 
and unhappy? Then, you might 
be looking at behavior issues. A 
bored dog can be a naughty dog. 

We recently encountered this 
issue with our dog, Poppy. She 
suddenly began barking, cuddling, 
and asking for more attention, 
even though her veterinarian had 
just given her a clean bill of health.

What’s Going On With Poppy?
We did the usual at-home 

checks, with one of us gently 
touching around her torso and 
checking her ears, paws, and 
mouth for any signs of pain or 
abnormalities. Since she had a 
grooming appointment, we told 
her long-time groomer what was 
happening and asked her to see if 
she noticed anything. She reported 
normal behavior throughout the 
appointment and no changes in 
Poppy’s body. 

Finally, we tried to think of 
anything else that had changed in 
Poppy’s world. We came up with 
two clues: First, the weather had 
reduced her usual exercise, and 
second, we had been very busy and 
spent less time with her over the 
past few months. She had spent 
more time at home alone and for 
more extended periods. 

Boredom in Dogs
We share this problem with 

many readers who had to change 
from working from home to 
returning to the office. Dogs used 
to having their human around all 
the time now faced more alone 
time and, in many cases, less exer-
cise and play. 

A recent article in the Whole 
Dog Journal on the importance 

of mental stimulation outlined the 
problem. “Consistent periods of 
prolonged boredom can be frus-
trating for dogs, often leading to 
the dog trying to come up with her 
own entertainment to feel better. 
This often results in undesirable 
behaviors such as constant bark-
ing, nipping at human and dog 
family members for attention, or 
chewing on the furniture. A lack 
of mental stimulation can also 
contribute to a dog becoming dis-
engaged and depressed, which can 
be harder to identify.”

Winter Exercise
A winter workout plan is nec-

essary to keep your dog physically 
fit, socialized, and well-behaved. 
While routine dog walks in win-
ter require more energy and can 
leave you and an older or frail 
dog exhausted, they may not be 
enough for a young or more active 
dog. Moreover, the excess energy 
they need to burn could result in 
weight gain.

We must take Poppy on longer 
walks, even in the cold or wet. She 
also enjoys it when we all walk 
together, so we’ll do it more often. 
Another way to make a winter 
walk more interesting is to choose 
a different route. For example, we 
can take the MBTA to a different 
neighborhood.

Stimulation
We can also spend more time 

teaching our old dog new tricks 
in the cold weather. Training, new 
puzzle toys, food dispensing balls, 
hiding treats for your dog to find, 
and spending time with dogs and 
people they enjoy are ways to 
help them stay socialized and less 
bored.

If you have a bored dog, list 
what you can do to help. Don’t 
be surprised if your efforts to give 
your dog more exercise and stim-

City Paws

Winter Boredom

If your dog is giving you sad eyes like these, it may be from winter boredom that you can do something to 
end!

Charlestown
DENTAL CARE

We love to see you               !smile
1 Thompson Square 

Charlestown MA, Suite #203

+1 617 242-0663
www.charlestowndental.care

Heating guidelines for property 
owners and tenants:

• Following the Massachusetts 
State Sanitary Code, the heating 
season officially begins on Septem-
ber 15 and runs through June 15. 
Property owners must heat hab-
itable spaces at a minimum tem-
perature of 68 degrees between 7 
a.m. and 11 p.m. and 64 degrees 
between 11:01 p.m. and 6:59 a.m.

• In case of emergency, prop-
erty owners are encouraged to 
keep a list of licensed contractors 
(electrician, plumber, and general 
contractor) on file. Tenants experi-
encing problems with their heating 
system should check the thermo-
stat, ensure the dial is turned on, 
and report insufficient or no heat 
problems to the property owner or 
manager immediately.

• If your landlord or property 
manager is unresponsive, call 311 
to file a complaint.

Heating safety:
• Never try to heat your home 

using a charcoal or gas grill, a 
kitchen stove, or any other prod-
uct not specifically designed as a 
heater. These can quickly cause a 
fire or produce dangerous levels of 
carbon monoxide. 

• Have your heating system 

cleaned and checked annually.
• Install and maintain smoke 

alarms and carbon monoxide 
detectors on every level of your 
home. Carbon monoxide is an 
invisible gas produced whenev-
er any fuel is burned. Common 
sources include oil or gas furnaces, 
water heaters, fireplaces, stoves, 
and some space heaters. It has no 
smell, taste, or color, but it is poi-
sonous and can be deadly.

• Keep space heaters at least 
three feet from anything that can 
burn, including people.

• Space heaters should be 
turned off and unplugged when 
you leave the room, or go to bed.

Tips to keep water flowing 
and pipes unfrozen during 

extreme cold:
• The Boston Water and Sewer 

Commission recommends home-
owners locate their home’s main 
water shut-off valve and learn 
how to use it. Should a frozen 
pipe burst, shutting the main valve 
quickly will minimize flooding and 
property damage.

• Homeowners should insulate 
pipes in unheated areas like base-
ments, garages, and crawl spaces. 
Use inexpensive hardware store 
materials to prevent pipes from 
freezing and to keep warm water 

flowing.
• Keep cabinet doors open to 

circulate warm air around pipes. A 
trickle of tap water through pipes 
during extreme cold can also help 
prevent them from freezing up.

• Locate your water meter, pro-
tect it from drafts, and make sure 
basement doors and windows are 
shut tight.

• If pipes freeze, thaw them 
slowly with a hair dryer, if pos-
sible. Never use an open flame 
to thaw pipes. If water is lost in 
all taps, call the BWSC 24-hour 
Emergency Assistance Line at 617-
989-7000.  

Emergency home 
repair resources: 

• Income-eligible homeowners 
and Boston residents over age 60 
can receive assistance with win-
ter emergencies and repairs, such 
as fixing storm damage, leaking 
roofs, furnaces, and leaking/fro-
zen pipes. For assistance, residents 
should call the Mayor’s hotline at 
311 or the Boston Home Center at 
617-635-HOME (4663).   

For alerts, including cold-weath-
er alerts, residents are encouraged 
to sign up for Alert Boston. More 
information can be found on bos-
ton.gov/snow and boston.gov/
cold.

Cold (from pg. 15)

ulation are incredibly beneficial 
to you. We know that time spent 
cuddling and stroking our animals 
lowers our stress and blood pres-

sure. Exercise, even at a walking 
pace, will keep both of you health-
ier.

Do you have a question or topic 

for City Paws? Email Penny@Bos-
tonZest.com with your request.


