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NEWS BRIEFS

BCYF FUN FESTS VISIT
CLOUGHERTY POOL/
DOHERTY PARK THIS
THURSDAY

Mark your calendar and bring
your friends and family to a fun
and free Neighborhood Fun Fest
Party and learn more about your
neighborhood community cen-
ter! The Fun Fest will be held on
Thursday, August 8, 2024 from
5-7 p.m. at BCYF Clougherty Pool
and Doherty Park on Bunker Hill
Street in Charlestown.

The BCYF Fun Fest will offer a
variety of free activities including
music, a cookout, DJ and dance
party, ice cream, children’s activi-
ties, giveaways, information about
the host center’s programming and
activities and more.

In the case of rain or other
weather issues, please check
BCYF’s social media pages, @
BCYFCenters, for updates, but we
are planning on hosting this event
rain or shine. One more Fun Fest
will be held this summer on Thurs-
day, August 22 at BCYF Marshall
Community Center in Dorchester.

COFFEE WITH
SEAN BREEN

Sean Breen, the Charlestown
Neighborhood Liaison, will be
holding a coffee hour at Dunkin in
the Navy Yard on August 16 start-
ing at 11AM. Everyone is invited
to attend.

LOW NUMBER
PLATE LOTTERY
APPLICATIONS

ARE OPEN

The Massachusetts Registry of
Motor Vehicles (RMV) is remind-
ing the public that eligible vehicle
owners have two weeks left to sub-
mit applications for the 2024 Low

( NEws Briers Pg. 4)

Shown above,
The Boston
Landmarks
Orchestra per-
forming one
of their free
concerts at the
Hatch Shell
last Saturday.
Shown right,
Celloist Aron
Zelkowicz
performs
“Self-

Portrait with
Gebirtig.” See
more photos
on Pages S-7.

Lafayette returns to
Charlestown after 200 Years

By Alan R. Hoffman

On Sunday, August 25, at the
Bunker Hill Monument, the Bun-
ker Hill Monument Association,
the National Park Service, the
American Friends of Lafayette, the
Massachusetts Lafayette Society,
and the Ancient and Honorable
Artillery Company will commem-
orate Lafayette’s 1824 visit to Bun-
ker Hill.

The 11:30 am ceremony at the
Monument will include:

e Presentation of the Colors by
the Ancient and Honorable Artil-
lery Company of Massachusetts

e Singing of American and
French National Anthems

e Welcome by AFL President
Alan R. Hoffman

¢ Introduction of Lafayette
descendants

e Remarks by National Park
Service

e Setting the Scene, by AFL

(LAFAYETTE Pg. 9)

stepping down
as planning chief

By Adam Swift

Arthur Jemison, the city’s Chief
of Planning, announced his depar-
ture from that position last week.

Jemison, who was appointed
by Mayor Michelle Wu two years
ago, will be returning to Michi-
gan, where his wife and two chil-
dren live (a third is at college in
Ambherst). His last day with the
city will be Sept. 13.

“Arthur has been an exception-
al leader and partner to accom-
plish our shared vision for Boston’s
growth—grounded in affordabili-
ty, resiliency, and equity,” said Wu
in a statement. “Under his lead-
ership and vision, we’ve achieved
unprecedented progress through
Article 80 Reform, Squares and
Streets Plans and Zoning, compre-
hensive zoning reform, and restor-
ing planning as a core function of
city government. I am so grateful
for his service to the City of Bos-
ton, and I am confident that the
team we’ve built will ensure that
we continue the momentum to
make Boston a home for every-
one.”

Planning Department Deputy
Chief Devin Quirk will serve as
interim director of the department
when Jemison leaves.

“Devin has played a key role
setting the strategic direction for
our team and I know that he will
continue the great work we’ve
done together over the past two
years,” Jemison stated.

Before taking over the top plan-
ning job in Boston, Jemison was
the chief of planning, housing,
and development for the city of
Detroit.

Jemison has had a long career
in planning development, having
worked for the Boston Redevel-
opment Authority and the Boston
Housing Authority, as well as a
state housing official for former
Governor Deval Patrick, previous
to serving as the top planning offi-
cial in Detroit.

During his time in Boston, Jemi-
son helped oversee the transition
of the quais-public Boston Plan-
ning and Development Agency
(BPDA) into a city-run planning

(JEmison Pg. 3)

CNC MEETING DATES

CNC Development Committee Meeting,
Monday, August 19, 7 PM | 10 Thompson Sq.

The Charlestown Neighborhood Council’s Development Com-
mittee will hold an in-person public meeting at the Mary Colbert
Apartments, 20 Devens Street, on Monday, August 19, at 7 PM.
The sole agenda item is 10 Thompson Square. A presentation by the
project proponents will be followed by an opportunity for the com-
mittee and community to ask questions about project revisions.
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EDITORIAL

NOAH LYLES’ — AND OUR —
OLYMPIC MOMENT

The quadrennial Summer Olympics turns even the least of sports fans
among us into active, if not rabid, rooters of the athletes who captivate
our hearts and imaginations, both in sports with which we are familiar
(basketball, soccer, gymnastics) and those that we get to see only once-
every-four-years (pole vaulting).

The Olympics are the ultimate shared experience for people of all
ages. The shots of the jubilant young gymnasts who gathered in their
home gyms to root on Simone Biles and the U.S. team reminded us of our
youth, when we sat in our living rooms with our parents and siblings to
watch seemingly every minute of Olympics coverage (in those days, the
Olympics took on greater meaning thanks in large part to the atmosphere
of the Cold War-era when the competition between the U.S. and the Sovi-
et bloc was a proxy for world politics at the time), and then doing the
same with our own children decades later.

Those memories of past Olympics cascade in our mind’s eye, with one
memory leading to a host of others:

-- The 1968 Mexico Olympics, when Tommy Smith and John Carlos
raised their fists in the Black Power salute on the medals podium, and
when the long jump of Bob Beamon, which was almost two feet further
than the then-world record, led Beamon to completely break down in
sobbing when his result finally was posted (it took almost half-an-hour
because his jump so far exceeded the measuring equipment at the time
that the judges finally had to resort to using a tape measure);

-- The tragedy of the 1972 Munich Olympics when Palestinian terror-
ists kidnapped and murdered Israeli athletes, which overshadowed Rus-
sian Olga Korbut’s historic gymnastics beam performance and swimmer
Mark Spitz’s seven gold medals (and his iconic photo);

-- Bruce Jenner’s decathlon gold in 1976 in Montreal, which also fea-
tured Romania’s Nadia Comaneci’s first-ever perfect 10 in gymnastics;

-- Carl Lewis’s track feats in the 1980s;

-- Michael Johnson’s amazing feat of winning gold in the 200 and 400
in the Atlanta Olympics in 1996 (which also included a tragic bombing
that killed one person and injured more than 100);

-- Michael Phelps winning eight golds in 2008;

-- The incomparable Usain Bolt winning the 100 and 200 dashes in
2012 and 2016 that turned all of us into Jamaican track fans;

-- And of course, the Winter Olympics of 1980, when Winthrop’s Mike
Eruzione captained the U.S. hockey team to a gold medal at Lake Placid
over a heavily-favored Soviet team -- all of us can remember where we
were that Friday afternoon when Mike scored the winning goal, and then
two days later when the Americans beat the Finns to win the gold medal
(we missed that game because we were playing in the Chelsea YMHA’s
Wild Animal basketball league on Sunday mornings).

So it was with a lifetime’s worth of Olympic memories that we tuned
in to watch the men’s 100 meter finals on Sunday afternoon in which
America’s Noah Lyles was competing in the first of what he hoped would
be a Bolt-like 100-200 double.

As we all know, that 100 meter race will forever be etched in Olympic
history. Lyles was dead last through the first 40 meters. The NBC com-
mentator (the Australian guy who otherwise does a great job) called it
right away for Jamaica’s Kishane Thompson -- “Jamaica’s going to do
it! Kishane Thompson is a gold medalist!!” --a mistake worthy of the
historic “Dewey Beats Truman” newspaper headline.

In the announcer’s defense, even Lyles himself thought that Thompson
had won. But then the waiting game began -- and for 29 seconds the
entire world waited for the official announcement (vs. the 29 minutes
it took to measure Bob Beamon’s jump). When Lyles was declared the
winner by five one thousandths of a second (that’s .005), the joy and
emotion, epitomized by Lyles’s mom almost collapsing in the stands, but
then rallying to give her son a big bear hug when he fell into her arms
-- was shared by all of us.

Even diehard sports fans such as ourselves learned something new
from that race. We always had assumed that the first part of the body
to cross the line is what counted. But unlike horse racing (for which the
phrase “wins by a nose” is accurate), a human race is determined by the
torso, which effectively means the clavicle (commonly called the collar-
bone) because the runners are leaning forward as they hit the line.

So even though other parts of Thompson’s body had crossed the fin-
ish line ahead of Lyles’s, Noah’s clavicle had reached the line ahead of
Thompson, and thus he was awarded the gold medal. It was an Olympic
moment for the ages -- and one that we and the hundreds of millions of
people watching worldwide will never forget.

GUEST OP-ED

What could have been: Amendment #1035 as
changed to Bill H4876

By Chris Marchi with AIR, Inc.

The basic idea is that all Amer-
icans have the right to life, liber-
ty, and the pursuit of happiness,
right? So it follows that if families
living in areas near power plants,
chemical factories, or airports get
asthma, COPD, or any number
of other chronic health problems
because of exposure to pollution
that comes from those types of
facilities, their constitutional rights
are being violated. That’s what
environmental justice, also known
as “E]”, is all about.

Very often, polluting facilities
end up located away from where
wealthy people live, and closer to
where working class and lower
income people live. Environmental
justice laws strive to ensure that
families who are living near pol-
luting facilities get equal protec-
tion from environmental damage.
These families are often non-En-
glish speaking people, people with
lower educational attainment, and
people of color.

Not everybody recognizes this,
but living next to a major inter-
national airport comes with seri-
ous environmental consequences.
Most of the East Boston, Chelsea,
Winthrop, and Revere area has
large environmental justice com-
munities. As a volunteer for Air-
port Impact Relief, Incorporated
(AIR, Inc.) I’'ve worked to achieve
environmental justice for 30 years.
AIR, Inc.’s work to push for air fil-
tration programs alongside Moth-
ers Out Front and others, our
work with the Mary Ellen Welch
Greenway and others to extend
the East Boston Greenway, etc., is
all about achieving environmental
justice.

The biggest problem we’ve
faced over AIR, Inc.’s 60+ years
of activism has been the lack of
environmental accountability at
the Massachusetts Port Authority
(Massport) which owns and oper-
ates Logan Airport. One of the
main reasons we’ve had so much
trouble getting Massport to accept
accountability for the impacts
of Logan’s noise and pollution is
that it has not been in Massport’s
job description to worry about
the negative environmental con-
sequences of aviation. Massport
was established by an act of the
state legislature back in 1956, at a

time when politicians and planners
weren’t thinking about environ-
mental damage and people’s envi-
ronmental rights as much as they
were trying to support and grow
economic benefits of aviation,
building highways, and bulldozing
urban communities through urban
renewal plans.

When our partners at Stop Pri-
vate Jet Expansion at Hanscom
reached out about the effort to
improve Massport’s enabling lan-
guage, we saw that there was an
opportunity to strengthen the lan-
guage from just mentioning equi-
ty, to specifically requiring the Port
Authority to consider environmen-
tal justice in their mission. This
language became Amendment
#105 to Bill H4876 (“The Climate
Bill”), which was formed in the
legislative session that closed on
July 31.

With the help of Representa-
tive Adrian Madaro and many of
his colleagues in the Massachu-
setts House of Representatives,
we came up with much stronger
language for “The Climate Bill”
than what was originally pro-
posed. The new language required
that Massport consider “environ-
mental resiliency and reductions
in greenhouse gas emissions, and
incorporating environmental jus-
tice principles”. After passing to
the final stages of the legislative
process with enormous support
from advocates across Massachu-
setts, Bill H4876 was declined last
week when conference committee
negotiations broke down.

We thank  Representatives
Madaro, Peisch, Cataldo, Gordon,
Gentile, Ciccolo, and the numerous
other representatives who signed

the Climate Bill for their advoca-
cy. We were thrilled with the pro-
posed new language, and we were
disappointed to learn that the Cli-
mate Bill was abandoned at a late
hour on the final legislative work-
day for the session. We are disap-
pointed that Massport has not yet
been given a legislative mandate
to work collaboratively with the
neighborhoods who support it to
reduce environmental impacts. We
are worried for our futures, and
for our children’s futures.

Under the Port Authority’s
current charter, Massport’s staff,
board, and leadership has no
explicit responsibility to reduce
environmental impacts. They see
their calling as boosting the econ-
omy. The unspoken paradigm is
“It’s the economy versus the envi-
ronment” and without the require-
ment to address environmental
costs, Massport has routinely
chosen the most environmentally
destructive alternatives.

Opver the past 65 years or so that
Massport has been in existence,
the “grow first at any and all envi-
ronmental costs approach” which
has prevailed at the Massachusetts
Port Authority has resulted in mas-
sive and ongoing environmental
damage. To grow Logan, Mass-
port has consumed 1,500 acres of
Boston Harbor, 3 harbor islands,
and 2 urban parks. Massport and
the state have taken hundreds of
homes and businesses in East Bos-
ton by eminent domain, bulldozed
3 urban neighborhoods. Today,
Massport’s Logan airport releases
35,000 LBS of EPA criteria air pol-
lution into the air in East Boston

(Or-ED Pg. 3)

THE CHARLESTOWN PATRIOT-BRIDGE,
PHONE: 781.485.0568 © 2008 INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER GROUP.

Exart: editor@charlestownbridge.com © WeB Stre: www.charlestownbridge.com

NEWSSTAND PRICE: FREE / SUBSCRIPTION PRICE: $75 ANNUALLY

PRESIDENT - STEPHEN QUIGLEY - EDITOR@CHARLESTOWNBRIDGE.COM
MARKETING DIRECTOR - DEBRA DIGREGORIO - DEB@REVEREJOURNAL.COM




AUGUST 8, 2024

THE CHARLESTOWN PATRIOT-BRIDGE

PAGE 3

JEMISON (from pg. 1)

department.

On July 1, Wu marked the first
day of the new department, stat-
ing that it was the first time in 70
years the city has had a planning
department, restoring planning
as a core function of city govern-
ment. The majority of BPDA staff
transitioned into jobs with the
city to become employees of the
new department. However, the
planning process in the city still
faces some challenges, as the state
legislature recently failed to pass
a home-rule petition that would
have allied the city to revise the
legal structures that created the
BPDA (formerly the Boston Rede-
velopment Authority) decades ago.

In an email to planning staff
sent on Thursday, August 1, Jemi-
son stated that it was a difficult
decision to leave, because he said
he believes deeply in the work the
department is doing.

“I believe in growing Boston by
leading with planning and elevat-
ing design,” he wrote. “I believe in
reforming the zoning code, mod-
ernizing development review, and
ensuring public land for public
good. Together, we made incred-
ible progress to meet these prior-
ities over the last 2+ years, and
today our organization is thriving
and set up for success in its next
chapter.”

Jemison stated that when he
arrived to pursue an ambitious
agenda, people questioned wheth-
er project approvals would stop
and staff would keep leaving.

“Now, everyone can see that
the new Planning Department is
strong,” he stated. “Our team
has 45 additional staff than when
I started. We have retained talent
and are hiring bright, young and
senior experienced staff who want
to grow this City and make it more
resilient, equitable, and afford-
able.”

During the past two-plus years,

Jemison said the department and
the city accomplished all of this
while succeeding in every tradi-
tional metric — five large area or
neighborhood plans completed,
four neighborhood  rezonings
passed — over 170 projects, 40M
GSF of development approved.

“This included approx 11,000
new housing units, including 3,790
income restricted units approved
in two years,” Jemison stated. “We
have also successfully launched
Article 80 modernization, Squares
+ Streets, and are working hard
on comprehensive citywide zoning
reform. It is important to say that
you - our team working together -
made these things happen.”

Jemison stated that he made the
decision to move back to Michigan
to be closer to his family. While
the intention was for his family
to join him in Boston in 2022, he
stated that a serious health chal-
lenge required his family to remain
in Michigan.

“A central goal of mine over the
last two years has been establish-
ing a Planning Department in the
City of Boston that will improve,
elevate, and center planning and
zoning in a way that serves this
City and its residents,” Jemison
stated. “With the transition com-
plete and a new school year about
to begin, now is a good time for
me to step away from this role for
my family.”

Jemison shared his gratitude
to Mayor Wu for giving him the
opportunity to head the planning
department.

“It has been my honor to serve
the residents of Boston as part
of her Administration,” he stat-
ed. “She believes in Boston and
its people and is resolute in her
commitment to the City’s growth.
This staff has done an exceptional
job implementing her vision for a
green and growing City that every-
one can call home.”

Or-Ep (from pg. 2)

every day. We experience hundreds
of night time flights which destroy
our sleep, and Logan’s traffic in the
air and ground grows worse by the
day. Hanscom residents deal with
disproportionate burdens as well.
We cannot continue to ask res-
idents in airport impacted com-
munities to fight the Authority
for every gain at every turn. With
the language in Amendment 105,
hopefully we would not have
needed to. However, the Massa-
chusetts’ legislature has decided
yet again to prioritize profits and
political posturing over the wellbe-

ing of residents.

Chris Marchi is from Air inc
that is an East Boston based
environmental group focused on
improving the quality of life of
all people — especially the most
vulnerable: children, elderly, the
more susceptible and those with
fewer means — living in commu-
nities surrounding New England’s
Logan International Airport, by
mitigating the noise, air quality
and traffic impacts of our large and
growing airport.
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Notice to Contractors
Classified Legal Advertisement

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Bunker Hill Community College

Invitation to Submit Bid for BHCC CBuilding Roof Replacement

THIS PROJECT IS BEING ELECTRONICALLY BID AND
HARD COPY BIDS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.

Bunker Hill Community College
250 New Rutherford Avenue, Boston, MA 02129
Bid Documents for BHCC - Building C Roof Renovation
Name and address of the Bidder

will be received at Bid Docs not later than:
Sub Bids — 12:00PM, noon, August 28, 2024
General Bids - 4:00 PM, September 4, 2024

Pre-Bid Meeting and Site Inspection will be held on August 21st at 10:00 AM on the C
Building Roof at Bunker Hill Community College, 250 New Rutherford Avenue, Boston,
MA 02129. (Meeting point is the N Building, 1st floor Security Desk)

Project Location: Bunker Hill Community College, 250 New Rutherford Avenue,
Boston MA 02129.

Project Plan Identification: Mass State Project/Program: BHC24531 FT1

Plans and Specifications will be available:
August 14, 2024 at Bid Docs online - https://www.biddoecs.com

Please review the instructions in the bid documents
on how to register as an electronic bidder.

E.C.C. $665,290.00

Bids are subject to M.G. L. ¢.149 §44A-J & minimum wage rates
as required by M.G.L. ¢.149 § §26 to 27H inclusive.

Construction Start Date: September 23, 2024
Construction End Date: December 1, 2024

Minimum rates of wages to be paid on the project have been determined by
the Commissioner of the Division of Occupational Safety under the provisions
of Sections 26 and 27 Chapter 139 of the General Laws. Note: A bid deposit is

not required for Projects advertised under $50,00.00.

General Bids and sub-bids shall be accompanied by a bid deposit of 5% of the total
bid amount, including all alternates, in the form of a bid bond, in cash, a certified,
treasurer’s or cashier’s check issued by a responsible bank or trust company
made payable to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
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City restructures Environmental Cabinet for better climate response

Special to the Patriot Bridge

Mayor Michelle Wu announced
the restructuring of the Environ-
ment, Energy and Open Space
(EEOS) Cabinet to create a dedi-
cated focus on climate resilience
leadership through the Office of
Climate Resilience (OCR). The
staff of the new office will be made
up of an existing team from the
City’s Environment Department,
now with greater coordination
and focus through this bud-
get-neutral reorganization. The
Office will accelerate Boston’s
citywide response to pressing cli-
mate challenges, such as coastal
flooding, extreme heat, and storm-
water flooding, and as one part of
the City’s comprehensive leader-
ship on climate action, coordinate
departments across the City to
deliver critical projects that pro-
tect Boston’s residents and make
neighborhoods more livable. OCR
will be led by Chris Osgood, who
also serves as a Senior Advisor to
the Mayor.

Mayor Wu has also announced
other leadership positions with-
in the EEOS Cabinet. In addition
to his current role as Green New
Deal Director, Oliver Sellers-Gar-
cia will also serve as Environment
Commissioner, formerly led by
Alison Brizius. Jessica Morris will
return to the City of Boston as
Chief of Staff to the EEOS Cabinet
and Chief Brian Swett. Osgood,
Sellers-Garcia, and Morris are
seasoned experts with tremendous
energy and talent, furthering the
Mayor’s commitment to making
Boston the greenest city in the
country.

“With greater focus and
accountability, we will move with
even greater urgency on climate
to protect our neighborhoods,
support our residents, and build a
resilient Boston for future genera-
tions,” said Mayor Michelle Wu.

“After many years of leadership in
analyzing risks and setting broad
plans, it’s time to accelerate get-
ting these projects done so com-
munities are beautiful, healthy,
and safe, and Boston is thriving in
the green economy. I am grateful
to Chris, Oliver, and Jessica for
stepping into these important roles
with our Chief Climate Officer.”

The Environment, Energy and
Open Space (EEQS) Cabinet leads
the City’s climate and environ-
mental justice agenda, focusing
on decarbonization, energy transi-
tion, and resilience. The Office of
Climate Resilience will spearhead
a key part of that work, guided
by Climate Ready Boston. These
plans document the risks of climate
change to Boston and prioritize
interventions that reduce potential
harm and strengthen the city’s resil-
ience. With credit to departments
across the City, implementation of
these plans is already underway,
including expanded tree planting
efforts that cool neighborhoods,
new standards for the right-of-way
that add green space and better
manage stormwater, and the larg-
est capital investment into coastal
resilience projects in the City’s his-
tory. The Climate Resilience team
will lead priority efforts, such as
implementing coastal resilience
projects in vulnerable parts of the
waterfront and executing strate-
gies to reduce the impacts of rising
temperatures. The creation of the
Office is budget neutral.

The announcement expands
upon the City’s work to make Bos-
ton the most green and resilient city
in the country. To bolster Boston’s
leadership, recently, the Office of
Workforce Development in col-
laboration with the Environment,
Energy, and Open Space Cabinet,
Green New Deal Office, and the
Office of Green Infrastructure, have
been awarded $9.8 million from
the National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration to develop

the workforce needed to enhance
Boston’s climate and coastal resil-
ience. Additionally, the City of
Boston was awarded a Municipal
Vulnerability Preparedness grant
to develop schematic designs for
an identified priority action area at
Bennington Street, Frederick’s Park,
and Belle Isle Marsh, where flood-
ing occurs today and will increase
in the future. In 2022, Mayor
Michelle Wu announced $2.2 mil-
lion secured for a climate-resilient
Moakley Park. Additionally, the
Boston Tree Alliance provides
grants and technical support to
community-based  organizations
to plant and care for trees on pri-
vately-owned land. The first round
of fall tree planting grants closed
at the end of June and awardees
will be announced in the coming
months. These grant awards under-
scores Boston’s leadership on cli-
mate resiliency.

“Climate resilience is a shared
responsibility that requires both
an all-of-government approach
and extensive public-private part-
nership. The Office of Climate
Resilience will work hand in hand
with our communities, local busi-
nesses, and experts to develop and
implement solutions that safeguard
Boston’s future from our rapidly
changing climate,” said Chief Cli-
mate Officer Brian Swett. “Addi-
tionally, 'm thrilled to be adding
Chris, Oliver, and Jessica to the
EEOS leadership team. It’s truly a
championship group of talent. They
bring the exact expertise, drive, and
experience we need at this critical
moment in our journey to create a
decarbonized, climate resilient, just
and vibrant Boston for all.”

Prior to this appointment,
Chris Osgood served as the inter-
im Chief of Environment, Energy
and Open Space, while also serv-
ing as the Mayor’s Senior Advisor
for Infrastructure. Since joining
the City of Boston team in 2006,
Osgood has served in a variety of
roles and helped manage a series

of new efforts for the City, such as
relaunching the Mayor’s 24-hour
call center, co-founding the Mayor’s
Office of New Urban Mechanics,
and working as the City’s first Chief
of Streets. Also continuing to serve
as Senior Advisor, Osgood will
maintain supporting the implemen-
tation of a targeted set of priority
infrastructure projects.

“Building a resilient Boston will
require all of us to work togeth-
er, focusing on those projects that
address the challenges our residents
face today and -- left unaddressed --
will face in the future,” said Senior
Advisor and Director of Climate
Resilience, Chris Osgood. “I am
honored to work with this dedicat-
ed team, and I am excited to build
an office that, through collabora-
tion and leadership, will help deliv-
er a more resilient city that every
resident can call home.”

Oliver  Sellers-Garcia  joined
the City of Boston in 2022 as the
Green New Deal Director, charged
with shaping an all-of-government
approach to climate and equity-led
governance while making Boston a
groundbreaking model of city lead-
ership. Sellers-Garcia will continue
shaping and driving implementa-
tion of the Green New Deal agenda,
while now also overseeing the City’s
Environment Department. In this
enhanced capacity, Sellers-Garcia
will oversee the update of Boston’s
Climate Action Plan and ensure
the City is on track to meet decar-
bonization, electrification, and
environmental quality goals. Prior
to joining the City of Boston, Sell-
ers-Garcia served as the Director of
Resiliency and Equity at the MBTA
and as the Director of the Mayor’s
Office of Sustainability and Envi-
ronment in Somerville, Massachu-
setts. More information about the
City’s Green New Deal is available
at boston.gov/gnd.

“Boston’s commitment to envi-
ronmental leadership and innova-
tion is stronger than ever. As the
Environment Commissioner, I am

excited to advance our comprehen-
sive Climate Action Plan and con-
tinue the vital work of the Green
New Deal,” said Green New Deal
Director and Environment Com-
missioner, Oliver Sellers-Garcia.
“As we accelerate implementation
of climate and environmental plans,
Boston is creating a model for how
City agencies can collaborate to
deliver better jobs, quality of life,
and health by focusing on climate
and environmental justice.”

Jessica Morris returns to the
City of Boston as Chief of Staff
to the EEOS Cabinet and to the
Chief Climate Officer where she
will support and advise Swett, as
well as provide leadership support
on projects and processes within
the Environment Department, the
Office of Climate Resilience, the
Office of Food Justice, the Office
of Historic Preservation, and the
Boston Parks and Recreation
Department. Prior to starting her
new role, Morris worked as the
Vice President of Public Affairs for
the consulting firm, Benchmark
Strategies, as well as the Chief of
Staff for former City Councilor
Matt O’Malley. Morris also serves
as a Program Advisor for Climate
Beacon, which convenes experts
and leaders to share ideas across
sectors on building toward a posi-
tive climate future.

“I am thrilled to return to the
City of Boston and join the EEOS
Cabinet at such a pivotal time.
The creation of the Office of Cli-
mate Resilience is a testament to
our city’s dedication to proactive
and inclusive climate action,”
said Chief of Staff to EEOS, Jes-
sica Morris. “My focus will be
on ensuring that our departments
work seamlessly to implement
innovative and impactful climate
action strategies. I am committed
to engaging with our communities
and making sure that every res-
ident is part of Boston’s journey
toward a greener future.”

NEWS BRIEFS (from pg. 1)

Number Plate Lottery at myRMV
Online Service Center.

Applications will be accepted
until 5:00 p.m. on Friday, August
16.

The Low Plate Lottery will
be held on Tuesday, September
10 - details of the event will be
announced soon. Winners will be
notified by mail if selected for a
low number plate.

This year, there are 298 plates
available through the low plate
lottery. Some of the available low
plates include 34, 255, 1912, 2X,
33V, B8, and Z88. Applicants
should note that there is no fee
to apply for the lottery. However,
should the applicant be selected as
a winner, there is a special plate fee

that will be required, as well as a
standard registration fee. In addi-
tion, lottery plate applicants will be
sent a notification from the RMV
to the email address they provided
with lottery event details including
the livestream link and location of
the event. The lottery results will
be posted after the drawing on the
RMV’s website, Mass.Gov/RMV.

SUMNER TUNNEL
REOPENS

The Sumner Tunnel reopened to
traffic on Monday at 5 a.m. before
the morning commute. The tunnel
had been completely shut down
since July 5 as part of a multi-year
restoration project. The closure

was the next phase of a project that
began in April of 2022 and includ-
ed work on the tunnel roadway,
walls, drainage and additional
improvements which will increase
safety and climate resiliency. The
project is a $160 million invest-
ment in the Commonwealth’s
infrastructure.

During the 31-day shutdown,
the existing asphalt was removed
from the length of the roadway
and the concrete below was reha-
bilitated. Granite curbing and
drain inlet were replaced and the
installation of new fireboard was
completed. The entire length of the
roadway was repaved. The new
pavement will be lined, and the
tunnel cleaned prior to reopening.

The Sumner Tunnel Resto-
ration Project offered a variety of
mitigation options for individuals
coming from all travel points. Mit-
igation options included free trips
on the MBTA Blue Line; free and
reduced cost water ferry options;
reduced Commuter Rail fares for
riders; reduced parking costs at
MBTA and Commuter

Rail parking lots and garages;
discounted tolls for residents; and
additional options for travelers to
and from Logan Airport.

A limited number of weekend
closures are planned for the fall.
At their conclusion, no later than
the end of November, the project
will be complete.

SUMNER SUMMER

PROJECT BY THE NUMBERS:

e The tunnel was closed for 31
days during which construction
was ongoing 24/7.

e 3 shifts a day over 31 days
equals 93 work shifts.

¢ 13,516 square yards of con-
crete roadway were rehabilitated.

¢ 3,122 tons of asphalt paving
was laid.

® 320 linear feet of granite curb-
ing was replaced.

® 69 new drainage inlets were
installed.

* 13,988 square feet of fire-
board were installed.

* Mitigation costs for FY24 and
FY25 totaled $13 million dollars.
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BOSTON LANDMARKS ORCHESTRA SUMMER CONCERTS AT HATCH SHELL

Derek Kouyoumjian Photos throughout the Summer. This per-
formance was Brahms & Dvorak:
Songs Without Words this past
Saturday night.

Landmarks Orchestra performs
concerts for free at the Hatch Shell

Nicol Iris Condrey encourages
Sophia Nicol Simeonov to tap into
her inner conductor.

: I LYY 2 \
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Shown above, Jake Young shows Cindy Marks with Abby and Arrleen
Olivero how much he enjoys classical music.

Shown left, at the Landmark Orchestra Maestro Zone, Alfonso
Piacentini leads young music lovers to conducting the preformance too.

CHARLESTOWN COMMUNITY

CRUISE TO SPECTACLE ISLAND

: Visit Boston Harbor Islands National State Park for a free day of music, picnicking,
hiking, swimming and learning about your National Park with your friends, neighbors
and family in Charlestown.

Bring a picnic lunch and enjoy b'e‘-aufti_i-fq:l -v_i:"ew_.s. live music and a day on the islands.
=%, BOAETON
i B
:\ 0 FIOW

SUNDAY, AUGUST 11, 11:00 AM - 3:00
PMCHARLESTOWN NAVY YARD PIER 1,
3RD STREET, 02129

TO LEARN MORE AND RESERVE TICKETS GO TO
BOSTONHARBORNOW.ORG/CHARLESTOWNCRUISE
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ORCHESTRA SUMMER CONCERTS AT HATCH SHELL

BaAE

cert.

<
Providing ASL interpretation was Landmarks l‘b‘& 4

Orchestra Breaking Down Barriers Coordinator — 4 .
Celloist Aron Zelkowicz and Conductor Christopher Wilkins Christopher Robinson. Sara and Bo are classical music fans.

i
g o i

FLIP FLOP
PARTYm:PIER

=g
The best party of the summer is back on Pier 4!

Saturday, August 10
6 pm - 10 pm

alad|

East Coast Soul
Wednesday, August 14 | 5:30 — 7:00pm
rain date: Thursday

@ Brought to you by: Friends of City Square Park
sponsored by: Charlestown Mothers Association

Pier 4 in the Charleston Navy Yard

@) scan Ve
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Landmarks Orchestra Conductor
Christopher Wilkins.

Jo and Bob Davidson get a few games of gin rummy in before the con-
cert.

Classical music lovers find a spot by the Charles River to enjoy the evening.

ORCHESTRA SUMMER CONCERTS AT HATCH SHELL

Lafayette Farewell Tour Bicentennial
Ceremonial Event at the Monument

Sunday, August 25, 2024 |11:30 AM

* Presentation of the Colors by the Ancient and
Honorable Artillery Company of Massachusetts

* Singing of American and French National Anthems
¢ Welcome by AFL President Alan R. Hoffman

* Introduction of Lafayette descendants

* Remarks by National Park Service

* Setting the Scene, by AFL President Hoffman

* Re-enactment of 1824 welcome of Lafayette and
his reply, featuring interpreter Mark Schneider

Event brought to you by:
) American Friends of Lafayette
| Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company
Boston National Historical Park
Bunker Hill Monument Association

=,

7
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Berklee students Kassidy Collins
and Jesse Niswanger find a cozy
spot on the Esplanade to watch
the preformance.

Harvest on Vinezm

Emergency Food

Bria and Christian are captivated
by the music.

Friday, Aug. 9,3 pm - Set-up
Saturday, Aug. 10,10 am - Distribution

I|'o volunteer call Tom MacDonald 617—990—73111

August 10

An Evening of
Summer Music

7 PM
August 14 August 21
Mozart & Sheherazade
More & Borodin
7 PM 7 PM

DCR HATCH SHELL
LANDMARKSORCHESTRA.ORG
@LandmarksOrch
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City Paws

Working or volunteering with animals

By Penny & Ed Cherubino

Years ago we met a young
woman walking a beautiful stan-
dard Poodle. When we compli-
mented her on how well her dog
behaved, she explained that she
was the dog’s nanny and had time
to devote to training. Yes, she did
other things for the family, but the
dog was her responsibility while
the couple who hired her worked.
And, yes, she loved her job.

For those with a passion for
animals, the world of working or
volunteering with them is vast and
diverse. There are numerous ways
to approach this, and we encour-
age you to start by volunteering or
working part-time to explore the
possibilities and find the perfect fit

SUMMER CLEAN UPS

JOIN TEAM GIGI AND NEIGHBORS FOR COMMUNITY
CLEAN UPS & BEAUTIFY OUR STREETS!

gl

for you.

Volunteering

Most animal shelters, rescue
groups, animal welfare organiza-
tions, and service or therapy ani-
mal organizations need volunteers.
While some of the assignments
have you interacting directly with
animals, many don’t, and you
should keep that in mind when
you apply as a volunteer. You
might also be asked to clean out
cages, empty litter boxes, or clean
food bowls. All of these are vital
parts of fulfilling the care the ani-
mals need.

Over the years, we’ve volun-
teered to perform pre-adoption
home visits for rescue groups, fos-
tered rescue animals, transported

GABRIELA ‘Gigi”

COLETTA

DISTRICT 1 CITY COUNGILOR

CHARLESTOWN

SATURDAY, AUGUST 10 AT 10AM
50 BUNKER HILL ST

per site

0 wm

Clients and Customers
are just a click away!

$3002° per month

INDEPENDENT

NEWSPAPERS
REVEREJOURNAL.COM ¢WINTHROPTRANSCRIPT.COM
LYNNJOURNAL.COM ¢ EVERETTINDEPENDENT.COM
EASTIETIMES.COM ¢ CHELSEARECORD.COM
CHARLESTOWNBRIDGE.COM ¢ BEACONHILLTIMES.COM
NORTHENDREGIONALREVIEW.COM ¢ THEBOSTONSUN.COM
JAMAICAPLAINGAZETTE.COM ¢ MISSIONHILLGAZETTE.COM

q

Combo Rates available!
Buy any 3 sites, get 4" FREE

Call 781-485-0588 to get started!

animals from rescue to their forev-
er homes, and helped raise funds
for various organizations.

Another option is to work with
an animal advocacy team. For
example, the MSPCA explains,
“We work locally, on the state
level, and nationally to improve
animal protection laws and reg-
ulations. Our work also includes
working with the public and pro-
viding resources and information
on how to live humanely with our
wild neighbors.”

Working with Animals

Before you give up your day
job to pursue a career in animal
services, you should get some part-
time experience. You may love
to take care of your own dog or
cat but find yourself less satisfied
when working with animals less
predictable or well-behaved than
yours.

While training is required, we hear from friends in the business that

good groomers are in demand.

From dog walking to pet sitting,
you can work as much or as little
as you want. In all cases, the qual-
ity of your services and reputation
are key to your success.

You should be sure you are on
safe, legal ground by checking all
the business requirements and
arranging for any needed insur-

(Crty Paws Pg. 9)

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE

North Washington Street Bridge

The Construction Look-Ahead
for through August 17 will be as
follows:

Scheduled Work

® Pier 1 West columns form-
work, V-arm, and rebar

* Architectural trellis installa-
tion

e City Square sidewalk

e City Square utilities road
crossing

e Steel touch-up painting

* Marine fender installation

The work hours will be Mon-
day through Friday from 6 a.m. to
6 p.m. and Saturday from 6 a.m.
to 2 p.m.

Travel Tips

For everyone using the east
sidewalk of the new bridge, please
help share the space: walk to the
right, walk bikes, and be mindful
of people coming from both direc-
tions, if walking in a large group.

Drivers should take care to pay
attention to all signage and move
carefully through the work zone.
Police details, lane markings, tem-
porary barriers, traffic cones, sig-
nage, and other tools will be used
to control traffic and create safe
work zones.

The Tudor Wharf Walkway
(under the bridge next to the
water in Paul Revere Park) will

be intermittently closed for safety
during construction operations,
with access provided via the Water
Street underpass. The Boston Har-
borwalk under the bridge and
eastern/harborside  bridge side-
walk remain closed until rebuilt.

The contractor is coordinating
with the TD Garden and local
police to provide awareness and
manage traffic impacts during
events. For your awareness, the
following TD Garden events are
scheduled during this look-ahead
period:

EVENTS
Aug. 9 at 7 p.m.
Aug. 10 at 7 p.m.

Aug. 13 at 8 p.m.

Aug. 15 at 11 a.m.

How can I find more informa-
tion?

Stay up-to-date and informed
by following @MassDOT on X,
formerly known as Twitter, and
Mass 511 for real-time updates,
visiting the project website, or
emailing us with any questions.

You can also sign up to receive
project updates via email by click-
ing this link.

Project website: Mass.
gov/north-washing-
ton-street-bridge-replacement

Project email: NorthWashing-
tonStreet@dot.state.ma.us

Friends of City
square Park Pr esent

GRACE BLOODWELL |

Broker
20+ Years Experience,
Local Resident

Seller, Buyer & Landlord
Representation

617-512-4939

Coldwell Banker | 91 Main Street
Charlestown MA
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CiTY PAWS (from pg. 8)

ance. For example, if you would
be boarding animals in your home,
you must be certain it is legal with
city or town zoning, your condo
or homeowners association, or
your landlord.

Training for a Career
We all know that becoming a

veterinarian requires years of edu-
cation. Many animal healthcare
professionals, such as veterinary
technicians, also require formal
training, including college certifi-
cate programs, vocational school
training, or apprenticeship pro-
grams in which they are trained on
the job by a veterinarian or veteri-

nary technician.

The same is true of groom-
ers. They may attend a groom-
ing school or course, be trained
In a corporate training program
from a large organization, or be
trained by an experienced groom-
er in a smaller salon. We hear from
friends in the business that good

groomers are in demand.

The good news is that you
can easily make a plan to test the
waters for a transition into work-
ing or volunteering with animals
by simply helping out friends and
family to see if you love taking care
of animals beyond those in your
household. You may be surprised

at how quickly an offer of free pet
walking or sitting is snapped up!

Do you have a question or topic
for City Paws? Send an email to
Penny@BostonZest.com with
your request.

LAFAYETTE (from pg. 1)

President Hoffman

® Reenactment of 1824 wel-
come of Lafayette and his reply,
featuring interpreter Mark Schnei-
der

Don’t miss this important event!

On August 15, 1824, Lafayette
arrived in New York City for what
turned out to be a 13- month vic-
tory lap through all 24 states. As
soon as he was able, he rushed to
Boston, arriving in the late evening
of August 23 at the Governor’s
Mansion, the Shirley-Eustis House
in Roxbury.

He stayed there overnight
as Governor William FEustis’s
guest. The following morning, in
a procession of 70,000 people,
he arrived at the Boston Com-
mon and was greeted by Boston’
schoolchildren. His formal recep-
tion to the Commonwealth was
the speech by Governor Eustis at
the State House, to which Lafay-
ette made a gracious reply.

On Saturday, August 24, 2024,
we will commemorate Lafyette’s
arrival in Bostron with a parade
led by the Ancient and Honor-

able Artillery Company of Mas-
sachusetts. The parade will begin
at 11:30am at Faneuil Hall and
proceed to the Common, where
there will be seating for 100 peo-
ple under a tent. There, the Amer-
ican Friends of Lafayette will
reenact the State House speeches
from 1824 with Mark Schneider,
Lafayette interpreter at Colonial
Williamsburg, and a descendant of
the Eustis family.

Special guests will be decorated
World War II veterans and descen-
dants of Lafayette’s son, George
Washington Lafayette who was
with him during the Farewell Tour
in 1824.

As noted above, on Sunday,
August 25, 2024, Lafayette will
arrive at Bunker Hill at 11:30am
for ceremonies commemorating
his 1824 visit to Charlestown.

Much better known is Lafay-
ette’s visit to Charlestown on June
17, 1825, the 50th anniversary of
the Battle of Bunker Hill, when
Lafayette was the special guest
in laying the cornerstone of the
monument. June 17, 2025 is the

CHARLESTOWN GYM HOCKEY

Charlestown Gym Hockey
will be passing out team
jerseys and schedules on

Saturday August 24, 2024

|Oam to l[pm

Special Townies 314 Main St.
Charlestown,MA
If you cannot make this date, please call
Debbie 617-241-0434
Kerri 7810732-0517 or
Jimbo 617-803-5344
to make arrangements. No show/no call
could result with no spot for your child! If
your child has decided not to play, please
let Debbie know right away so we can
reconfigure teams before the season starts.
First game of the season is 9/7/2024
Sincerely,
Charlestown Gym Hockey Board

250th anniversary of the battle
and the bicentennial of the cor-
nerstone-laying ceremony. The
National Park Service and the
Bunker Hill Monument Associa-
tion are already planning a mag-
nificent program to commemorate
these important historical events
in Charlestown and American his-
tory.

On his initial Farewell Tour

visit to Bunker Hill on August
27, 1824, Lafayette was informed
about the proposed commemo-
ration at the 50th anniversary of
the battle in the following year.
Lafayette told former Governor
John Brooks and other Directors
of the recently formed Bunker Hill
Monument Association that if he
were still in the United States, it
would be his earnest desire to be

present. Ten months later, after a
whirlwind tour around the coun-
try, he returned just in time to lay
the cornerstone.

Alan R. Hoffman is the Presi-
dent, American Friends of Lafay-
ette  President, Massachusetts
Lafayette Society

EVERS=URCE
nationalgrid

Mystic to Everett Underground Cable Modernization Project

Information Sessions

Thursday August 15, 5-7PM & Wednesday August 28, 4-6PM

Charlestown Public Library 179 Main Street, Charlestown MA 02129

Eversource and National Grid invite members of the Charlestown & Everett communities
to attend a series of information sessions to discuss a proposed project in your area. The
proposal is also part of a larger project program that Eversource is conducting throughout
its service territory related to underground electric cable modernization. This initiative is
designed to modernize cable infrastructure, improve restoration times and ensure long-
term energy reliability by replacing existing high-pressure fluid filled (HPFF) electric
transmission lines with solid dielectric (XLPE) electric transmission cable technology.

v" To RSVP for the event please, register online here
https://bit.ly/MysticEverettContact or email_lan.Kea@Eversource.com

v If you have general questions or feedback about the project and cannot attend the
discussion, please call 1-833-836-0302 or email ProjectinfoMA@Eversource.com

v Ifyou'd like to receive future email updates regarding the project sign up at
https://bit.ly/MysticEverettContact

v More information about the project can also be found on our project website at
https://bit.ly/MysticEverettUCMP or by scanning the QR code below

Si necesita que le traduzcan esta notificacion,
envienos un correo electrénico a
ProjectinfoMA@eversource.com y escriba

Se vocé precisar de uma tradugao desta
notificagdo, envie um e-mail para
ProjectinfoMA@eversource.com e digite,

“M-E” en el asunto.

“M-E” na linha do assunto.

EVERSE&URCE

Underground Cable
Modernization Program
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E-Bikes discount program launched to boost sustainable transportation in Boston

Special to the Patriot-Bridge

Mayor Michelle Wu announced
the launch of the Boston E-Bikes
Incentive Program. This pilot
initiative will provide discount
vouchers to eligible residents who
wish to purchase an e-bike for per-
sonal use. The goals of Boston’s
E-Bikes Incentive Program are to
address historic inequities in trans-
portation access, accelerate mode
shift to sustainable modes of trans-
portation, and improve mobility
options for residents. The City
plans to provide approximate-
ly 1,000 vouchers ranging from
$800 to $2,400 to help reduce the
costs of purchasing an e-bike. Each
recipient will also receive $150
toward the purchase of bicycle
safety equipment. The first round
of applications opened today.

“Boston is a city always on the
move, and we want to ensure that
all of our residents have trans-
portation options that are conve-
nient, affordable, and sustainable
for their individual needs,” said
Mayor Michelle Wu. “This e-bike
voucher program will help reduce
emissions and expand transporta-
tion options for traditionally vul-

nerable residents.”

To qualify for the Boston
E-Bikes Incentive Program, a per-
son must be a Boston resident over
18 years old who fits at least one of
the criteria: income-eligible adult
(at or below 40% AMI), a senior
over 60 years of age, or an adult
with a chronic or permanent dis-
ability. Qualified applicants will
be randomly selected to receive a
voucher that can be used within 90
days in person at one of the partic-
ipating bike shops.

“E-bikes and adaptive e-bikes
make active mobility an option
for older adults and some peo-
ple with disabilities,” said Jascha
Franklin-Hodge, Chief of Streets.
“Affordable access to a reliable,
active form of transportation can
help people stay healthy, be more
connected to their community, and
meet their transportation needs.”

The pilot program is funded
by $1.5 million in American Res-
cue Plan Act (ARPA) funding and
is designed for residents who can
most benefit from the advantag-
es of an e-bike, and communi-
ties disproportionately impacted
by the COVID pandemic. This
investment will help support those

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Licensed & insured

Complete electrical services
www.johnpmchughelectric.com

Jmchugh447@gmail.com
617-320-7703

Ryan
Masonry

Chimneys °* Fireplaces
Cellar Floors * Restoration
French Drains * Repointing

Free Estimates, Lic. & Ins.

Local References
Phil - 61'7-230-3490

CASTLEMAINE
CONSTRUCTION

home improvement

( \[ Fine carpentry
< /(g\? Interior & exterior
Remodeling
MORGAN FOLEY
781-267-1777

~Zocal VCf€T€TlCCS~

PLEASE PATRONIZE
OUR ADVERTISERS

JOHN J. RECCA

PAINTING

Commercial/Residential
Interior/Exterior
Fully Insured
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates
Free Estimates

81 241:2434 |

reccapainting
@hotmail.com

choosing smaller, more environ-
mentally friendly mobility devices.

E-bikes eligible for the pro-
gram discount have a safety-cer-
tified rechargeable battery and a
pedal assist that provides a more
effortless riding experience. They
can give access to biking for peo-
ple with mobility challenges, or
residents who need to travel long
distances or up hilly terrain. Cargo
e-bikes, which can also be pur-
chased through the program, have
additional storage and passen-
ger-carrying capacity. In addition
to traditional e-bikes, the program
will provide support toward the
purchase of powered handcycle
wheelchair attachments and adap-
tive e-bikes that can be modified to
meet the needs

A commuter makes his way through Boston on an electric bike.

DiDomenico celebrates passage of the HERO Act

Special to the Patriot-Bridge

Last week, the Massachusetts
Legislature passed An Act Hon-
oring, Empowering and Recog-
nizing Our Service Members and
Veterans (HERO Act), legislation
designed to boost support for hun-
dreds of thousands of individuals
across the state who have served in
the United States military, includ-
ing nearly 30,000 women veterans
and thousands of LGBTQ+ veter-
ans.

“I am excited to see this bill
passed through both the House
and Senate so we can invest in ben-
efits and services that will improve
lives for Veterans in my district
and our state who have sacrificed
so much for our country,” said
Senator Sal DiDomenico. “The
HERO Act demonstrates our sup-

port for Veterans from all back-
grounds by expanding our health
care benefits and support services
for service members and their fam-
ilies as well as bolstering initiatives
to study PTSD and mental health
treatments for Veterans across the
state. I am grateful to Senate Presi-
dent Spilka and Senator John Velis
for moving this essential package
through legislative process.”

This compromise legislation
increases and simplifies benefits
and opportunities, modernizes
services, and promotes inclusivity
for Massachusetts veterans while
reaffirming the Commonwealth’s
commitment to recognizing and
serving all service members and
their families. It increases ben-
efits for disabled veterans and
Gold Star family members, bol-
sters new and existing initiatives

for municipalities and businesses
to support veterans, creates com-
prehensive services for active-du-
ty service members and military
families, expands the scope of the
Veterans Equality Review Board,
updates the Chapter 115 definition
of a veteran to expand eligibility,
and codifies medical, behavioral
health, and dental benefits.

Further, it establishes new rec-
ognitions for military service in
the Commonwealth and requires
several working groups to review
post-traumatic stress disorder in
veterans, mental health treatments
for veterans, and overall quality of
life for veterans in Massachusetts.

A compromise having passed
the Legislature, the bill now goes
to the Governor’s desk for her sig-
nature.

Real Estate Transfers

BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE
Driscoll, Zachary T Allyn, Jeremy 22 Soley St #1 $840,000
Lapides, James Brewster, Tyler 24 Cordis St #3 $1,202,008
Burckhardt, Matthew 38 Pleasant LLC 38 Pleasant St #1 $920,000
Gabouge, Nawel Potter, Brook 45 1st Ave #308 $825,000
Oleary, Erin Gilboy, Jonathan 5 Allston St #1 $852,000
Messier Jr, Michael J Gomes, Isabel 5 Auburn St #2 $680,000
Qu, Jason Z Carlson 5gen Ventures LL 7 Church (i #3 $872,000
253 Main St. ® Charlestown ® 617-241-5566
www.c21elite.com

Gy Elite

Sales ¢ Rentals ¢ Free Market Analysis
Certified Buyer Agents
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Mayor Wu announces a season of free festivals

Special to the Patriot-Bridge

Mayor Michelle Wu and the
Mayor’s Offices of Arts and Cul-
ture announced a vibrant lineup
of free arts and cultural events
coming to City Hall Plaza. These
events will highlight Boston’s
diverse artistic community, offer
essential support and perfor-
mance spaces for local artists,
and enhance City Hall Plaza as a
vibrant and inclusive gathering
spot for all residents.

“Our vision is for City Hall
Plaza to be a bustling center for
the arts,” said Mayor Michelle
Wu. “The Plaza was designed to
be filled with residents from all
over the City, and these arts and
cultural events are a wonderful
opportunity to see the space in full
bloom. I encourage all residents
to come and engage with your fel-
low Bostonians, and celebrate our
artistic community at the Plaza in
the coming months.”

The season features a diverse
array of events, from a dynamic
hip-hop festival to an interactive
light art installation, and a night
of salsa.

“Our goal for City Hall Plaza
activations this year is to take up
space both literally and metaphor-
ically,” said Billy Dean Thom-
as, City Hall Plaza Engagement
Director. “We will be focusing on
placemaking and have more recur-
ring programs to build stronger
community partnerships beyond a
single event.”

In addition to curating these
programs, the Mayor’s Office of
Arts and Culture has provided
$461,500 in grants to artists and
organizations, enabling them to
produce over 25 distinct events.

The lineup includes:
GLD FSTVL - August 10

This annual festival celebrates
hip-hop culture with live music
performances, DJ sets, and dance
by both regional and national
artists, promoting inclusivity and
celebrating Black culture through
music, art, and food.

5 Days of Chess: August 11
A free, all-ages series offering
workshops led by Boston-based

TO ADVERTISE
PLEASE CALL
781-485-0588

chess masters and an unrated chess
tournament open to the public.

“if you can Feel it, you can
Speak it”: August 11, September
15, October 13

An open mic series dedicated to
the voices of LGBTQIA2+ com-
munities of color and allies, featur-
ing performances, free food, and
music.

Fiesta en la Plaza: September
15,19, and 27

A three-day series of events cel-
ebrating Latinx heritage organized
by Agora Cultural Architects. The
Fiesta kicks off with music and
dancing with Puerto Rican singer
Fabiola Méndez and her trio, the
band of Columbian artist Manuela
Sanchez Goubert, and the MetaM-
ovements dance group. The second
event features Afro-Latin film and

a dialogue with Afro-Latino art-
ists in Boston. The series will close
with Cuban salsa led by the Clave
& Blues Band and instruction by
the dancers of El Bonche.

Commonwealth Fest:
October 12

Pioneered by  Dorchester’s
Cousin Stizz, this hip-hop festival
celebrates both local and national
artists, reflecting Boston’s diverse
cultural tapestry and providing
a platform for local talent. More
than just an event, it’s a cultural
movement that connects Boston’s
distinct cultural identity with a
broader audience, providing a
stage for local talent to gain wider
recognition and acclaim.

To launch the season, the May-
or’s Office of Arts and Culture
hosted 617 Day with WERS Bos-
ton, 88.9FM, celebrating Boston’s

CALL TO ARTISTS
Art: A Visual Feast

The Artists’ Group of Charlestown Fall 2024 Exhibition

Exhibition Dates: October 4 - 20, 2024

Bob Bolognese
Owner

rich music and artistry. The day
featured music performances high-
lighting local artists in Folk, Rock,
R&B, and Soul. Additionally, This
is America presents Slam Theatre,
took over the Plaza in July, featur-
ing an evening of 10-minute plays,
multimedia dance, spoken word,
and improvisational jazz explor-
ing themes of love, friendship, and
what it means to be an American.
“Visioning Future Fest has been
an incredible opportunity to not
only transform City Hall Plaza, but
also highlight the incredible multi-
media work that is being made in
our city and beyond,” said Maria

Finkelmeier, Artist and Creative
Director of FUTURE FEST. “The
plaza as a platform to perform and
share art is the best sandbox we
could ask for, there are so many
hidden nooks and stages, we can’t
wait for you all to be a part of it.”
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Jha D Amazi, Founder &
Co-Host of if you can Feel it, you
can Speak it Open Mic, added,
“We’re hyped to bring the FiSi
[Feel it, Speak it] vibes to City Hall
Plaza - the location and access
allows us to welcome so many
more people into our open mic
family!”

Like many arts organizations, if
you can Feel it, you can Speak it
lost their performance space due to
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Last summer marked the first
season that the newly renovated
City Hall Plaza was open to the
public for events and program-
ming. The Mayor’s Office and Arts
and Culture brought over 10,000
people to the plaza in 2023 and
hopes to welcome even more this
year.

To learn more, visit boston.gov/
cityhallplaza.

Conveniently located On The Blue Line

* PICK-UP & DELIVERY

SAFE DEPENDABLE QUALITY REPAIRS
with a lifetime Guarantee

Licensed * Bonded ¢ Insured

Registered by the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Reg. #3053
1456 NORTH SHORE RD., REVERE * 781-289-1300
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DiDomenico remains ‘hopeful’ about soccer stadium

By Cary Shuman

Sen. Sal DiDomenico remains
“hopeful” that his bill to clear the
way for a new 25,000-seat soc-
cer stadium being built in Everett
could still be approved before the
end of the year.

DiDomenico’s measure, part of
the Senate’s economic bill, would
have changed the “designated port
area” status of a 43-acre site sit-
uated along the Mystic River in
Everett and thus allowed the Kraft
Group to build a new stadium for
its New England Revolution pro-
fessional soccer team that current-
ly plays it home games at Gillette
Stadium in Foxborough.

But last Thursday the econom-
ic development bill that consisted
of DiDomenico’s measure was
not resolved by a joint House of
Representatives/State Senate con-
ference committee of six members,
denying the bill being sent to Gov.
Maura Healey’s desk for approval.

“We had some good discussions

DINE:
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Senator Sal DiDomenico.

regarding the soccer stadium piece
of the economic development bill,
and I'm hopeful that we can find
a resolution when the final bill is
brought before us,” said DiDome-
nico.
Mayor

Carlo DeMaria

expressed his disappointment that
the proposal has been stalled on
Beacon Hill and there will now be
a delay in cleaning up the site of
the former power plant.

“This legislation isn’t about one
project. It’s about the future of

our city. I am angry that the focus
hasn’t been on the fact that Everett
is an Environmental Justice com-
munity losing millions of dollars
in tax revenue and instead is being
forced to continue to tolerate a
dirty industrial site when we could
be starting the formal process to
use private funds to clean up the
site and start collecting import-
ant tax revenue,” said Mayor
DeMaria. “It’s incredibility unfair
and inequitable that the dramatic
needs of Everett are being over-
looked. I will continue to fight for
the needs of Everett until we get
the same redevelopment oppor-
tunities that all our surrounding
communities have enjoyed, and I
will not stop until our residents get
the same benefits they deserve.”

Council President Robert Van
Campen, a supporter of the new
soccer stadium, said, “It is unfor-
tunate that this type of transforma-
tive economic development project
has now been stalled.”

Augsut 4 -17,2024

STUDENT EARNS ACADEMIC HONORS

CLABAUGH HAS WORK
FEATURED IN THE
TERM III SENIOR ART

Tess Clabaugh of Charlestown
had artwork selected for the Term
IIT Senior Art and Selected Student
Works Show. The full exhibit was
on display in the George Waters
Art Gallery between May 2-9 and
the senior art pieces will remain
through May 19.

The exhibit includes a section
for senior Art students to share
their work as well as exceptional
paintings, drawings, prints, ceram-
ics, and sculptures from students
in all class years.

“The George Waters Gallery
is an extension of our art studios
and classrooms, helping us show
the depth, skill, and range of our
students and our art department,”
said Chris Longwell, Associate
Professor of Art. “Much hard
work occurs in our studio spaces.
This exhibition formally celebrates

our students’ journeys in art.”

Founded in 1855, Elmira Col-
lege is a private, residential, lib-
eral arts college offering 30-plus
majors, an honors program, 17
academic societies, an NCAA
Division IIl member with 18 inter-
collegiate teams. Located in the
Southern Finger Lakes Region of
New York, Elmira’s undergradu-
ate and graduate student popula-
tion hails from more than 20 states
and nine countries. Elmira is a Phi
Beta Kappa College and has been
ranked a top college, nationally,
for student internships. The Col-
lege is also home to the Center for
Mark Twain Studies, one of four
historically significant Twain heri-
tage sites in the U.S., which attracts
Twain scholars and educators from
around the world for research on
the famous literary icon. Proud of
its history and tradition, the Col-
lege is committed to the ideals of
community service, and intellectu-
al and individual growth.

Friends of the Training Fi
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eld present -

CONCERTS

Bring a chair or blanket and a snack and
join us for another year of fun concerts!

August 10 -
sensation Pennis Taylor

Sponsored by The Cooperative Bank

At the Training Field

4-7PM

*Rain date August 25

\

Bunker Hill
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SEND US YOUR NEWS

The Patriot-Bridge encourages residents to submit engagement, wedding and birth announcements,
news releases, business and education briefs, sports stories and photos for publication. Items should
be forwarded to our offices at 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02

Meet

BOSTON o ° OpenTable*

We also encourage readers to e-mail news releases and photos to deb@reverejournal.com.

N
7y

i Community College

imagine the possibilities

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

Proposals are invited to offer American Sign
Language Interpreting and Captioning Services
for Students at Bunker Hill Community College’s
campuses. The Request for Proposal BHCDDS25
will be available to download from the College’s

website on and after August 05, 2024.

Please visit https://www.bhcc.edu/news/.
The deadline for proposal submission is
September 06, 2024.




