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By Marianne Salza

The second annual Adopt-a-
Pole campaign will be hanging 
purple ribbons and name tags 
along Charlestown’s Main Street 
and Thompson Square in late sum-
mer in memory of loved ones who 
lost their lives to substance-related 
causes. 

“It’s a way to bring awareness, 
remember those who are lost with-
out stigma, and bring hope to 
families that are left behind,” said 
Charlestown resident, Shannon 
Lundin, Director of Recovery and 
Community Engagement, Chap-
ters Recovery Center, Danvers. 

In observance of Overdose 
Awareness Month in August, and 

Special to the Patriot-Bridge

The legislature approved a 
$56.2 billion budget for Fiscal 
Year 2024 (FY24), including many 
of DiDomenico’s legislative priori-
ties and millions of dollars for his 
district. This budget provides his-
toric levels of investment in educa-
tion, housing, regional transporta-
tion, health care, workforce devel-

opment, and more, as part of a 
broad strategy to grow our state’s 
economy and make Massachusetts 
more affordable, inclusive, and 
competitive.

“I am proud of this transforma-
tive budget that reflects our state’s 
values by prioritizing children 
and working-class families,” said 
Senator DiDomenico, Assistant 
Majority Leader of the Massachu-

setts Senate. “I was able to secure 
funding for programs I have cham-
pioned for years, including perma-
nent funding for universal school 
meals so every K-12 student will 
get free breakfast and lunch, an 
increase in cash benefits for fami-
lies in deep poverty, an expansion 
of the children’s clothing allowance 

Legislature passes FY24 budget including 
millions in DiDomenico priorities

Second annual Adopt-a-Pole 
campaign to start August 20
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Adopt-a-Pole organizer, Shannon 
Lundin, Director of Recovery 
and Community Engagement, 
Chapters Recover Center

By Michael Coughlin Jr. 

Shortly following the Boston 
Planning and Development Agen-
cy’s (BPDA) release of the final 
draft of its neighborhood planning 
initiative — PLAN: Charlestown 
— the agency held a public meet-
ing on Thursday, August 3, to give 
residents an overview of what is 
planned for their neighborhood. 

The final draft of the PLAN: 
Charlestown document was 
released back on July 28 and is just 
over 220 pages containing seven 
chapters. 

These chapters not only give an 
overview of the planning initiative 
and how it will be implemented 
but also outline recommendations 
for several aspects of Charlestown, 
including neighborhood needs, 
the Sullivan Square and Ruther-

ford Avenue planning framework, 
urban design guidelines, and the 
Navy Yard. 

This planning initiative which 
kicked off in 2019, has gone 
through years of community 
engagement through listening 
tours, workshops, office hours, 
public meetings, and more. 

Additionally, the plan is guided 
by a vision statement, which Jason 
Ruggiero, a Community Engage-
ment Manager with the BPDA, 
read during last week’s meeting. 

“In 2050, Charlestown is a 
thriving, diverse, accessible, and 
resilient neighborhood where res-
idents can safely and more easily 
walk, bike, or bus to new plazas, 
parks, neighborhood amenities, 
and active waterfront areas,” read 

BPDA releases Final Draft 
of PLAN: Charlestown

(BPDA, Pg. 8)

(Adopt-A-Pole Pg. 9)(Budget Pg. 10)

EXERCISING FUNDRAISING EVENT

Charlestown Community Cares held 
an exercising fundraising event at The 
Anchor. 

Above, the group engages in tricep 
dips exercises. 

Right, the group engages in broad 
jump exercises.  See Pages 6 and 7 for 
more photos.

DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN PHOTOS
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MAGICAL THINKING VS 
CRITICAL THINKING

To the Editor,
A recent op ed article in the 

Patriot Bridge, written by Mr. 
James Arthur Jemison, the Chief 
of Planning for the City of Bos-
ton caught my attention with the 
headline, “Charlestown Future is 
Bright.” 

“Bright for who?” The Boston 
Planning and Development Agen-
cy? There needs to be a reality 
check and the real deal exposed.

Charlestown, being one square 
mile, has 20,000 residents and the 
BPDA seems to want to increase 
the residency rate going back to 
the 50’s where there were upwards 
of 40,000 people living in tene-
ment style (now not permitted) 
housing in Charlestown during 
WW II, with workers who walked 
to the Navy Yard and factories. 
The senior planner projects the 
population in 2050 to be around 
36,800 people and seems to think 
this is a great idea. 

The reality is there is no infra-
structure to handle doubling the 
census. There are only 3 ways in 
and out of Charlestown, with mas-
sive, stalled traffic in all directions 
that get us nowhere. Charlestown 
is in a severe flood zone, built on 
filled land, surrounded by the 
Charles River, The Boston Harbor 
and the Mystic River. The coastal 
climate predictions of rising sea 
levels portend of an unstable and 
livable existence in our one square 
mile. 

What I really find perplexing 
in the article by Mr. Jemison in 
his “magical thinking” regarding 
building not one but two full-sized 
soccer / lacrosse fields. Where Mr. 
Jemison, might these be located? 

After reviewing all the current 
approved buildings, those having 
been recently built, those in the 
process of being built, as well as 
proposed buildings coming down 
the pipeline, I find it incredulous 
that there will be any room for 
even one soccer field.

This seems like “magical think-
ing” to me.    

Here is the list of the future 
buildings in Charlestown: 

• Hood Plant and Related Beal 
with a spec lab building in a bust-
ed Bio-Tech bubble.

• Bunker Hill Housing Devel-
opment: Largest in New England; 
4th in the country

• One Mystic: next to diesel bus 
facility depot, railyards, and 93 
North ramp 

• 40 Roland Street: Massive 
development along the Cambridge 
Street Sullivan Sq

• Schrafft / Revere Sugar: Mas-
sive development in a known flood 
zone

• Bunker Hill Community Col-
lege Parking Lot: known flood 
zone & a toxic air nexus

• Rise Development: Massive 
development along Cambridge 
Street / Sullivan Sq

• Chain Forge Building: Pro-
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Letters to the editor

Guest op-ed

Want a friend? Be a friend

DID YOU LIKE BARBIE?
Barbie, the blockbuster movie that is this year's mass culture phenom-

enon, has drawn a mixed reaction from critics and the public alike.
Some love it -- they're the ones who have gone multiple times to see 

the movie -- while others either have shrugged their shoulders, "It was 
okay...." or have been outright hostile to it. 

It is both surprising, but not shocking, that Barbie has grossed more 
than a billion dollars. While it has had the good fortune to come out in 
a summer of fairly-boring movies, it also undeniably is a film that is like 
no other in recent memory. It appeals to young and old alike, featuring 
an all-star, multi-generational cast, including two of Hollywood's Most 
Beautiful People (Ryan Gosling and Margot Robbie), Rhea Perlman, Issa 
Rae, Kate McKinnon, Dua Lipa (in a cameo role), Will Ferrell, America 
Ferrera, Simu Liu, and Helen Mirren (as the Narrator).

For those of us of an older generation, Barbie brings to mind the Wiz-
ard of Oz (though the plot of Barbie is the reverse of Dorothy's journey 
from reality to fantasy), both on a superficial level (the bright visuals and 
use of music) and its deeper meaning (the loss of innocence).

Barbie is not without its flaws and, as with any work of art, has its 
proponents and detractors. However, it undeniably is just plain fun and 
accomplishes the goal of every great summertime movie -- it transports us 
to another world for two hours in an air-conditioned theatre, far removed 
from the searing heat and troubles of the world outside.

HAVE WE REACHED 
THE TIPPING POINT?

The steady stream of news reports this summer about the ever-wors-
ening effects of climate change have been depressing, ranging from the 
100% loss of coral reefs off the Florida Keys (because water tempera-
tures have reached 100 degrees), to the unprecedented floods in China, 
to the daily heat records in the American Southwest (where people are 
being treated for serious, third-degree burns if they touch the asphalt 
pavement).

Although the dire effects of climate change brought about by the 
burning of fossil fuels have been predicted for decades, the off-the-charts 
anomalies we are seeing this summer have far exceeded even the starkest 
of predictions. It is clear that scientists' warnings about climate change 
have been greatly understated and that climate change is happening faster 
than anyone had predicted.

During the height of World War II, after England had thwarted the 
Germans in the air (known as the Battle of Britain)  and then defeated 
Rommel's army on the battlefield in North Africa, Prime Minister Win-
ston Churchill uttered these famous lines, "Now, this is not the end. It 
is not even the beginning of the end. But it is, perhaps, the end of the 
beginning." 

Churchill's message was one of hope -- the war that Hitler had begun 
finally was turning against him and in favor of the Allies.

But in terms of climate change, we fear we are witnessing the reverse of 
Churchill's words: Climate change already has begun. But, unlike World 
War II, it will not be taking a turn for the better -- it's only going to get 
worse, with far-reaching consequences that we do not even want to con-
template.

By Dr. Glenn Mollette 

You may have heard this before. 
I went out to find a friend and 
none were to be found. I went out 
to be a friend and found them all 
around. 

Where do you find friends?
Your best friends may be your 

family. You may be close to sib-
lings, cousins, and others related 
to you. Growing up, I was blessed 
to be around a lot of aunts, uncles, 
cousins, grandparents, siblings, 
and parents. I didn’t have to think 
much about searching for friends 
because so many relatives were 
always around. This is not always 
the case. Many people have small 
families or maybe even no fami-
ly. Some families go in different 
directions, live in different places, 
or move on with different interests 
and lives. 

We often find friends in school. 
Some of the people we shared 
elementary and high school with 
become lifelong connections. Even 
if we don’t see each other much, 
we still have those great past times 
that help us reconnect quickly. 

We connect with people at our 
places of employment. Some of the 
people you spend hours with every 

day become lifelong friends. 
Houses of faith are often good 

places to make new friends. Peo-
ple get to know each other in 
Bible study classes and other small 
group religious settings. The peo-
ple you share your faith with will 
often become like brothers and 
sisters. 

The local gym is often a place 
where people socialize. If you 
become a routine attender of an 
exercise class you will eventually 
develop some friends. 

The Internet and social media 
have become the world’s biggest 
connection place. To many people 
this is their only connection. All 
their “friends” are on Facebook 
or Instagram. Many people have 
thousands of social media friends. 
Too often the loneliest people on 
the planet are those who are only 
connected by a keypad. 

There are many more places 
where you can connect. Many 
communities have baking, quilt-
ing, hunting, sports clubs, and 
more. Civic groups from Kiwanis, 
Rotary, and Ruritan groups will 
often meet weekly and do commu-
nity projects. 

 You might make some friends 
volunteering at the hospital or 

nursing home. There will be people 
in most of these places who will be 
glad to make a new friend.   Talk 
to your local nursing home about 
your interest and you may be sur-
prised how quickly your talents are 
utilized. You will also find some 
people who will be glad to make 
a new friend. Keep in mind this 
is not always easy as you will be 
trying to make friends with many 
who feel alone and forgotten. 

You can always become active 
in the local political circles. This all 
depends on your level of despera-
tion and if you don’t mind being 
shunned by whichever party you 
don’t declare affiliation. 

Don’t try to have too many 
friends. The Bible says a person 
of many companions may soon 
come to ruin. However, you need a 
few friends and hopefully you will 
have some good ones. 

Glenn Mollette is the publish-
er of Newburgh Press, Liberty 
Torch, and various other publish-
ing imprints; a national columnist 
–  American Issues and Common 
Sense opinions, analysis, stories 
and features appear each week in 
over 500 newspapers, websites 
and blogs across the United States.
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Letters  (from pg. 2)

Virtual Public Meeting

@BostonPlansBostonPlans.org
Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director/Secretary

Zoom Link:bit.ly/PlanCharlestown0821
Toll Free: (833) 568 - 8864
Meeting ID: 160 412 6003

Project/Planning Initiative Description:
The PLAN: Charlestown team is holding virtual office hours to discuss the proposed 
PLAN:Charlestown zoning amendments. Please stop by to chat, ask questions, or share your 
thoughts on the proposed zoning amendments for your neighborhood! 
Monday 8/21 from 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
To attend the office hours, please use the Zoom link included here or visit the PLAN: 
Charlestown webpage to find the Zoom link
PLAN: Charlestown webpage: bit.ly/3OsPAr2

PLAN: Charlestown Zoning Office Hours

mail to:   Astrid Walker-Stewart
      Boston Planning & Development Agency
      One City Hall Square, 9th Floor
      Boston, MA 02201
phone:   617.918.4496
email:      astrid.walker-stewart@boston.gov

website:  
bit.ly/3OsPAr2

A U G U S T

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
21

Senator DiDomenico testified at an Education Committee hearing in support of his bill, S.262, which would 
help children with diabetes management in school. DiDomenico explained to his committee colleagues, “I 
know how hard and time-consuming it is to manage diabetes for many of our students. We are in a time right 
now where we are reimagining schools and how we can best support our families. This bill will allow countless 
students to remain in their classrooms and receive the education and school experience they deserve.”
The bill, An Act providing for diabetes management in schools, would allow a school nurse or school physi-
cian to designate other school staff to give a glucose monitoring test or insulin in the case a student is unable 
to self-administer the test or give themselves insulin.

posed Navy Yard hotel with no 
parking

• Powerhouse Building 108: 
Proposed Navy Yard spec bio lab

• 201 Rutherford Street / 99 
Restaurant: Gateway without sen-
sitivity to historic Charlestown

• 60-66 Cambridge Street: Mas-
sive life science proposal for con-
gested Sullivan Sq

• One Thompson Square: Most 
iconic historic building with a 
modern protrusion

• The YMCA /The Helm:
• Completed buildings include, 

Graphics Arts Building, Gate-
house, Ropewalk, Starboard

With the potential of adding of 
over 50 buildings, Charlestown 
could be Inundation District 2 
following Seaport as Inundation 
District 1. As reported New York 
City is sinking 2 mm per year due 
to rising sea levels and flooding, as 
well as the landscape of building 
after building. Notably, seawa-
ter corrodes steel and destabilizes 
buildings. Where is the planning in 
Charlestown? 

Over 106 acres of new devel-
opment in One Square Mile, with 
three access roads, with water on 
three sides in a flood zone. Where 
is the planning?

To Mr. Jemison and the BPDA:  
Please stop pontificating on the 
“bright future” of Charlestown. 
This is misinformation, a pipe 
dream and needs to stop. 

A population of 36,000 resi-
dents, as well as the hundreds of 
daily commuters to the new lab 
offices, is a dismal outlook for this 
community, who also welcome a 
half a million tourists who come to 
see where democracy began, at the 
Battle of Bunker Hill.

Finally, Mr. Jemison and the 
senior planner, please help me 
understand where the two full 
sized soccer / lacrosse fields will be 
located?  Please answer this inqui-
ry before we hear more of your 
pandering, unconnected “plans” 
in our One Square Mile. 

The community of Charlestown 
is asking for a Comprehensive 
Master Plan with planning, not a 
smorgasbord of randomly chosen 
developments to enrich the BPDA 
and the developers.    

We want and need to move on 
from this “magical thinking” that 
is thrust upon the Charlestown 
community by the BPDA. Please 
do the right thing and focus on 
“critical thinking,” that is our 
simple ask, to “Fix Boston’s Bro-
ken Development Plan: Abolish 
the BPDA” proposed by Mayor 
Michelle Wu. We support her plan, 
not the BPDA. 

 Ann Kelleher

PROTECT OUR PLANET
to the Editor,
We have all felt the horrendous 

weather this summer.  Heat, humid-
ity, rain, thunderstorms, floods, 
and tornadoes have wreaked havoc 
on our country.

The Southwest has gotten clob-
bered.  The heated ocean waters off 
the coast of Florida are destroying 
the coral reefs. Whales are dying 
as they beach themselves on our 
shores.  Ice caps are melting caus-
ing sea levels to rise. Firestorms 
have hit Canada hard, destroying 
Canadian forests and causing a 
tremendous amount of smoke to 
permeate our air.

The Copernicus Climate Change 
Service has stated that “July is 
poised to be the hottest month ever 
on record.”

Recently, the New York Times 
exposed the area known as the Fer-
tile Crescent (Israel, Iraq, Lebanon, 
Syria, Turkey, Iran, West Bank, and 
Gaza) to be devastated by the effect 
of the shriveling up of the Euphra-
tes River.  This has caused the  
Mesopotamia Region to be with-
out water in many regions.   Forty 
percent of Iraq, an area roughly the 
size of Florida, has been overtaken 
by blowing desert sands.

Italy and Greece have also been 
hit hard by record setting tem-
peratures. Severe wildfires have 
scorched and devastated forests, 
homes, farms and animals. 

All regions on our Earth have 
been affected. Climate change has 
become real and not just words.  It 
is not a time to be frightened but it 
is a time for  ACTION!  We must 
all join hands in an attempt to work 
together to stop this  “BEAST.”

We all acknowledge that there 
are wars across our world, destroy-
ing lives. But climate change is 
destroying our whole world!

It is vital for all global govern-
ments to band together to find and 
implement  solutions to “Climate 
Change.”  We must stop sup-
porting the oil and gas producing 
industries that create the fossil fuels 
causing the  emission of poisonous 
gases into our atmosphere and 
cause climate change. 

Wealthier countries need to 
financially support under-devel-
oped countries, so they will be able 
to share in our goals.

Finally, we all have an obliga-
tion to protect our planet but more 
importantly, our first obligation is 
to take care of our children and the 
generations of children to come.

Please join your environmental 
community in supporting the fight 
against fossil fuels, thus protecting 
our children and our Earth.

Maryalice sharkey
Mothers Out Front

DIDOMENICO ADVOCATES FOR PROVIDING MORE 
SUPPORT TO STUDENTS WITH DIABETES

Mayor Michelle Wu and the 
Boston Parks and Recreation 
Department invite city youth to 
come celebrate the summer at the 
2023 ParkARTS Boston Children’s 
Rec Fest on Tuesday, August 15 at 
Franklin Park from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m.

The Boston Children’s Rec 
Fest is presented with the support 
of title sponsor Bank of Ameri-
ca and presenting sponsors Col-
lege H.U.N.K.S. Hauling Junk 
& Moving and H.P. Hood, LLC.   

Additional support is provided by 
LEGO Discovery Center Boston.

Children and families from 
throughout Boston have the oppor-
tunity to participate in a variety of 
free activities from various exhib-
itors including Rosalita’s Mari-
onette Puppets, ParkARTS arts 
and crafts, and face painting. The 
event will showcase active sports 
and play with exciting inflatable 
attractions such as the All-In-One 
Sports Arena, a family Zumba 
class, and hands-on clinics hosted 

by sports professionals teaching 
tennis, baseball, and soccer skills. 
The event will also include free 
treats from HP Hood LLC. 

Visit boston.gov/childrens-rec-
fest to learn more. Stay up to date 
with news, events, and improve-
ments in Boston parks by signing 
up for our email list at bit.ly/Get-
Parks-Emails and following our 
social channels @bostonparksdept 
on Twitter, Facebook, and Insta-
gram.

Boston Children's Rec Fest returns August 15
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Historic Houses of Charlestown
Lost Charlestown: The Waverly House and the Russell Mansion

By Nancy Hayford Kueny

City Square has gone through 
many iterations since the Puritans 
arrived, preceded by millennia 
when  Charlestown was occupied 
by indigenous Native Americans. 
Although there were English set-
tlers living on the Charlestown 
peninsula prior to 1630, it was 
in that year that John Winthrop 
and his group of colonists arrived 
and settled in Charlestown for a 
time. City Square Park was the 
site of Governor Winthrop’s Great 
House, occupied by the governor 
and used as both a court and a 
place of worship by the Puritans. 
When this group of Puritans 
departed Charlestown for Bos-
ton proper, the building was sold 
to Robert Long for £30, and he 
operated it as an ’ordinary’, or tav-
ern, until his death in 1663. While 
there does not seem to be an accu-
rate line of ownership, it appears 
that what came to be known as the 
Three Cranes Tavern functioned as 
such until June 17, 1775 when it 
burned with the rest of the town.

City Square in various config-
urations has prevailed since its 
beginnings. In the 18th and 19th 
centuries, both before the Revo-
lution and after the reconstruc-
tion period, residences, inns and 
municipal structures, among them 
a meeting house and a courthouse, 
occupied the Square.

One such residence which sat 
on the south side of the Square was 
the Russell Mansion. This proper-
ty commanded a highly desirable 
location because of its position on 
the Square and its proximity to the 
Millers River and Charles River 
Bay. The rear yard, comprised of 
gardens and paths, extended all 
the way to the shoreline. The prop-
erty in an earlier time was held by 
Thomes Graves (1725-1802), a 
British officer of the Royal Navy 
and a colonial official. (Not to be 
confused with the earlier Thomas 
Graves (1585-1662) who arrived 
in Salem in 1629 and was the 
engineer who laid out the town 

of Charlestown around Town Hill 
(Windmill Hill) in 1630.)

Eventually, this choice piece of 
land was acquired by the Russell 
family. The home was built in 
1790 during the reconstruction 
of Charlestown by the Honorable 
Judge James Russell (1715-1798) 
of Holliston, MA. The Russell 
family immigrated from Here-
ford, England during the Great 
Migration and had 17th century 
roots in Charlestown. The Rever-
and James Russell, ancestor of the 
aforementioned Judge James, was 
born in Charlestown in 1640. Like 
many early families, the Russells 
returned following the Revolution. 

The mansion was a square, 
five-bay, three-story hipped 
roof Georgian with a pediment-
ed entry, Corinthian pilasters at 
the corners, and a cupola. Upon 
Russell’s death, the home passed 
to his daughter and through sev-
eral owners until 1835, when it 
became a public house known as 
the Mansion House. In ensuing 
decades, the mansion as well as 
other adjacent and less formidable 

frame homes on the south side of 
the Square fell into derelict condi-
tion and were demolished in 1866, 
to be replaced by the largest and 
most magnificent building ever 
to be built in Charlestown, the 
Waverly House.

The Waverly House was four 
and five stories high and stretched 
for 500 feet along what was at 
that time known as Charlestown 
Square. The western end of the 
building began at the confluence of 
Harvard and Rutherford Avenues 
and extended toward the Charles 
River to what was then Warren 
Avenue, in a somewhat ‘L’ shaped 
configuration. It was built as a 
hotel and printing operation and 
was the brainchild of Moses Dow.

Moses A. Dow (1810-1886) 
was born in Littleton, NH and 
came to Charlestown in 1829. 
He had learned the printers trade 
in Haverhill, MA and in 1850, he 
founded ‘Waverly Magazine’, a 
publication that became very suc-
cessful. He was also involved in 
real estate development in Charles-
town, particularly in the Town 
Hill area, and was largely respon-
sible for the development of Har-
vard Street.  His brick home at 28 
Harvard Street  remains today . He 
came to acquire a vast portfolio of 
real estate both in Charlestown 
and other areas.

His crowning glory, how-
ever, was the Waverly House. 
The building was constructed of 
red brick with brownstone trim 
between 1866 and 1867, and 
was built in the Second Empire 

style, with a mansard roof and a 
higher, more embellished central 
block. The street level was entire-
ly arcaded. The cost of construc-
tion was $500,000. A portion of 
the building known as Abbotford 
Hall housed an enormous banquet 
room. While there had been many 
eating and drinking establishments 
on the Square, this by far eclipsed 
anything that had come before 
and was a testament to the growth 
and development of Charlestown, 
which had become a formidable 
town by the mid-19th century.

On the evening of November 
21, 1867, two hundred and fifty 
‘prominent, active and business 
men’ (Sawyer) gathered at the 
Waverly House to celebrate the 
achievements and character of Mr. 
Dow. This dinner was one of the 
most famous social events of 19th 
century Charlestown. The evening 
was presided over by the current 
mayor, His Honor, Liverus Hull, 
and many ex-mayors were present. 
Following Mayor Hull’s speech, 
Mr. Dow, who had acquired a 
large fortune by this time, com-
mented: “I did not undertake the 
work solely as a money-making 
operation, but rather for the pur-
pose of improving a portion of the 

city which had been neglected, in 
order to infuse a spirit of energy 
and improvement in our midst”. 
Many prominent citizens joined 
in extolling the man’s virtues 
and importance. At the time the 
Waverly House was completed, 
Charlestown was only seven years 
away from being annexed by the 
City of Boston (1874).

One wonders what happened to 
this magnificent building. Depicted 
on the 1922 Ward Map of the City 
Square area, the Waverly House 
presents an entirely intact foot-
print. More research is needed to 
discover how and when the build-
ing met its final demise. An article 
in the future will cover another 
no longer extant Second Empire 
‘gem’ fronting City Square in the 
19th Century, Charlestown’s City 
Hall (1868). To be continued. For 
questions or comments contact me 
at nancy@kueny.org.

Sources: Old Charlestown 
by Timothy Sawyer, A Century 
of Town Life by James F. Hun-
newell, Wikipedia, , digitalcom-
monwealth.org, virtuology.com, 
Boston Landmarks Commission, 
Boston Ward Plans, ancestry.com

© Nancy Hayford Kueny

Russell Mansion from A Century of Town Life by Hunnewell.

N A N C Y  K U E N Y
Gibson Sotheby’s International Realty

20 City Square

Nancy.Kueny@GibsonSIR.com

617.697.9819

Visit NancyKueny.com/Blog
to access her Charlestown Real Estate Blog

Waverly House (above and below).
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Bus Operators: 
Now Paying $30

*estimated value

MBTA.com/apply

Apply online today and attend our recruitment 
event in September to be hired on the spot.

New Pay Rate for Bus Operators
$30 per hour
- Full-time 
- Overtime Available 
- Retirement plans/pension

Sign-On Bonus
$7,500
-  First $500 of bonus paid out on the  

first day of training

Paid Commercial Driver’s License (CDL) training
$3,500 - $5,200*

Health Benefits
$28,000*
- Dental Insurance 
- Health Insurance 
- Life Insurance 
- Long-term Disability Insurance 
- Vision Insurance

Education Benefits
$10,000 Tuition reimbursement
-  Plus training and development courses

per 
hour
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DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN PHOTOS

Live Music 

Food Trucks 

Yard Games  

Dogs are welcome!  

INTRODUCING

3 Hours Free Parking
in Hood Park Garage
Hood Green at Hood Park

100 Hood Park Drive
Charlestown

CHARLESTOWN COMMUNITY CARES HOLDS EXERCISING FUNDRAISING EVENT

GRACE BLOODWELL 
Broker

20 Years Experience, 
Local Resident

Seller, Buyer & Landlord 
Representation

617-512-4939
grace.bloodwell@nemoves.com

Coldwell Banker | 2 Thompson Sq 

Charlestown MA

Allston Street 
2 Family

$1,199,000

Just Rented!

Charlestown Community Cares 
held an exercising fundraising 
event at The Anchor. Thalia Bar-
dell of FORMAT Studio in the 
North End held an hourlong High 
Intensity Interval Training (HIIT) 
Class. Proceeds go to fund Charles-
town Community Cares activities 
of helping families in the Bunker 
Hill Development. They provide 
Summer Camp, air conditioners, 
furniture, tutoring kids, and more.

Becca Sulpizio does a pull apart exercise with a medicine band. 

Will Murray comfortably watches his mom Kate Lagana do some high-
knee jogging exercising. 

President Charlestown 
Community Cares Matina Nessen 
(right) and Treasurer Rick Yorra. 

The group engages in table top stretch exercises. 

Regina O’Brien does a pull apart exercise with a medicine band. 

 The group engages in table-top exercises. 

President Charlestown 
Community Cares Matina Nessen 
(center) with her neices Mattie 
DeSimone and Brianna Yanke.
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YOUR SAVINGS HORIZON IS GETTING BRIGHTER.

Here’s your chance to reach your savings goal faster than 

ever. Everett Bank’s 9 Month CD with an amazing 5.0% 

APY* gets you closer to those financial goals much faster. 

Easily calculate better earnings with Everett Bank’s 9 

Month CD. Go to everettbank.com to easily open your 

account on-line in just minutes.

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of the date posted and is subject to 
change without notice. APY assumes that interest remains on deposit until maturity. 
A withdrawal will reduce earnings. A penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal. 
Offer may be withdrawn at any time.Minimum of $500 is required to open a Certificate 
of Deposit and earn the advertised APY.

All Deposits Are Insured In Full.Member FDIC | Member DIF

5.0%APY*

INSURED  
9 Month CD

Dream Bigger.

DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN PHOTOS

CHARLESTOWN COMMUNITY CARES HOLDS EXERCISING FUNDRAISING EVENT

Michael Yoshida does a plank exercise. 

The group engages in table top exercises. Regina O’Brien does a pull apart 
exercise with a medicine band. 

After exercising was done, socializing was in order. The exercise ensemble holding tote bags, good health, and being part of a good cause for the community.
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BPDA (from pg. 4)

Senator Sal DiDomenico 
approved the Fiscal Year 2024 State 
Budget alongside his legislative col-
leagues, which included permanent 
funding for universal school meals, 
one of his top priorities. This pro-
gram will provide free breakfast 
and lunch to students at every K-12 
school in Massachusetts. Senator 
DiDomenico has advocated and 
filed legislation in support of this 
program for several sessions along-
side his colleague, Representative 
Andy Vargas, and anti-hunger 
organizations led by Project Bread.

“This program demonstrates 

the best of our state’s ideals, using 
funding to guarantee every Massa-
chusetts student will access food at 
school,” said Senator DiDomenico, 
Assistant Majority Leader of the 
Massachusetts Senate. “We have 
heard time and again from educa-
tors, advocates, and parents, that 
children cannot learn when they 
are hungry, so this program will 
ensure all our children can concen-
trate in class and enjoy being a kid. 
I want to thank Senate President 
Spilka, Chair Rodrigues, and all my 
colleagues for their work to get this 
transformative program funded.”

Schools across the state have 
been providing universal school 
meals throughout the pandem-
ic because costs for this program 
were temporarily footed by the 
federal government. In 2022, fed-
eral support for the program was 
cut off, but Senator DiDomeni-
co worked with his colleagues to 
secure enough funding in last year’s 
state budget to continue funding 
free school meals throughout the 
Commonwealth for the 2022-
2023 school year. Thanks to this 
year’s budget, this program will be 
funded permanently so every K-12 

school in Massachusetts will con-
tinue providing free breakfast and 
lunch to all students.

This program has been a massive 
success in Massachusetts over the 
past few school years. Over 80,000 
more students were eating lunch 
daily when costs were lifted, which 
allowed them to focus on class and 
relieved a financial burden from 
their parents. This is a crucial pro-
gram especially as costs for hous-
ing, transportation, healthcare, and 
more have risen. Universal school 
meals will continue to improve 
the wellbeing of our children and 

working families throughout the 
Commonwealth for years to come.

Sen. DiDomenico speaking on the 
Senate Floor.

State Budget permanently funds DiDomenico’s universal school meals priority

Ruggiero. 
“These improvements unite an 

enhanced historic residential fabric 
with new homes and jobs which 
support small businesses, as well 
as families of all types, sizes, and 
income levels,” he concluded. 

Patricia Cafferky, a Senior Plan-
ner with the BPDA, kicked off the 
overview of the final draft with 
chapter two — Neighborhood 
Needs Analysis — which is the 
longest of the document at over 90 
pages. 

As part of this chapter, many 
topics are touched on, such as 
demographics, housing, retail and 
food security, open space and 
sports fields, climate resilience, 
preservation, arts and culture, 
mobility, and neighborhood ser-
vices. 

Further, the neighborhood ser-
vices element branches out to cover 
topics including emergency med-
ical services (EMS), police, fire, 
emergency management, commu-
nity centers, public libraries, public 
schools, and water and sewer. 

In what is clearly a significant 
chapter, Cafferky indicated that 
the inclusion of the neighborhood 
needs aspect of PLAN: Charles-
town was because of resident 
advocacy. 

“The neighborhood needs anal-
ysis was added to the plan because 
of advocacy from Charlestown 
residents like you joining here 
tonight and asking questions like 
what does our police station need, 
and you know how do we support 
businesses on Main Street,” said 
Cafferky. 

As part of the neighborhood 
needs analysis process, the BPDA 
took several steps to help mold 
its recommendations for all the 
aforementioned topics by collect-
ing data, projecting population 
growth, and speaking with res-
idents, city departments, other 
stakeholders, and more.  

Although every recommenda-
tion for each topic was not touched 
on, some highlighted during the 
meeting were to build new afford-

able homeownership units for 
households below median-income 
levels, including a new grocery 
store in the neighborhood, adding 
two new soccer/lacrosse multi-use 
fields by 2050, and so much more. 

All of these recommendations 
can be found in detail in the draft 
PLAN: Charlestown document 
and in recorded presentations on 
the PLAN: Charlestown webpage 
from May 24, June 14, and July 
12. 

“The backup for why these are 
recommendations is all in the plan, 
and we definitely encourage every-
one here tonight to check it out,” 
said Cafferky. 

The next part of the plan pre-
viewed was chapter three — Sulli-
van Square and Rutherford Avenue 
planning framework. This aspect 
of the plan looks to inform zoning 
in the neighborhood and elements 
such as land use, density, open 
space, and mobility. 

It should be noted that the rec-
ommendations discussed in chap-
ter three are for a PLAN: Charles-
town zoning study area. This 
zoning study area is focused west 
of Rutherford Avenue, south of 
Cambridge Street, east of Medford 
Street, and surrounding Sullivan 
Square. 

There have been several scenari-
os created for this area of Charles-
town. Most recently, a hybrid sce-
nario was presented by the BPDA 
in March, comprising the best 
parts from two options that were 
introduced last summer. 

Since the hybrid scenario release, 
the BPDA collected 392 survey 
responses and took the feedback to 
create an updated scenario for the 
area, which is available in chapter 
three of the draft document. 

While Cafferky indicated the 
land use portion of the new scenar-
io is very similar to the one released 
in March, she mentioned some 
changes, which included slightly 
more residential use in Sullivan 
Square and slightly more commer-
cial uses near I-93. 

Moving to density, there were 

more changes, including reducing 
the maximum height of buildings 
in the neighborhood from 350 feet 
to 280 feet. Additionally, the max-
imum height north of Cambridge 
Street in the Lost Village was 
reduced from 90 feet to 70 feet.  

Further, Cafferky mentioned 
that the BPDA simplified allowed 
maximum heights into five thresh-
olds — 70 feet, 90 feet, 150 feet, 
180 feet, and 280 feet — corre-
sponding to different parts of the 
study area. 

“These are the maximums 
allowed, but the entire parcel 
wouldn’t be built up to these 
heights due to other controls that 
we have in place,” said Cafferky. 

The new scenario also saw floor 
area ratio (FAR) updates, includ-
ing the addition of density bonus 
areas which are for parcels within 
1,000 feet of the Sullivan Square 
and Community College MBTA 
stations. 

As part of the bonus, residential 
projects completed on parcels with-
in that 1,000-foot area are entitled 
to a “plus one FAR bonus,” per 
Cafferky. Moreover, the commer-
cial zone along I-93 saw its FAR 
decrease from five to four, and the 
southern part of the study area 
decreased from four to three. 

Only a few changes were noted 
in the open space portion of the 
scenario, which would add about 
25 new acres of open space within 
the study area. 

One change was reconfiguring 
the path of the proposed Charles-
town Green Loop to come in to 
the Mystic River and go along 
the waterfront. The loop would 
connect the entire neighborhood 
through things like trails and green-
ways. Another change mentioned 
was the addition of smaller green 
spaces along Rutherford Avenue. 

Finally, Lydia Hausle, a Senior 
Transportation Planner with the 
BPDA, outlined plans for mobili-
ty in the area. Some aspects of the 
mobility portion of this chapter to 
note are the inclusion of Charles-
town link shuttles, a proposed bike 

network, a network of new streets 
and much more. 

The following chapters covered 
were four and five, encompassing 
urban design guidelines. Accord-
ing to Meghan Richard, an Urban 
Designer with the BPDA, these 
guidelines “help ensure that new 
development and additions — 
thinking about the existing fabric 
— use contextually appropriate 
massing and design.” 

There are two sets of guide-
lines for this topic — one for the 
Original Peninsula and Lost Vil-
lage areas which look at existing 
residential areas and items such 
as additions, infill projects, facade 
alterations, and the public realm. 

As well as one for the Sullivan 
Square and Rutherford Avenue 
areas which look at larger projects 
and look at building design, adap-
tive reuse of existing buildings, 
open space, connectivity, and sus-
tainability. 

Examples of these guidelines 
can be found in the draft document 
and recorded presentations on 
the PLAN: Charlestown webpage 
from May 24 and June 1 meetings.  

Chapter Six focuses specifically 
on the Navy Yard, which has had 
copious amounts of planning from 
the 70s, 80s, 90s, 2000s, and 2022. 

Not only does the chapter 
review these old plans, but it also 
analyzes ongoing work and future 
work in the Navy Yard. Essential-
ly, the BPDA uses parts of these old 
plans that have not been completed 
to create its recommendations. 

The Navy Yard recommenda-
tions focus on improved connec-
tivity, adaptive reuse and preser-
vation, waterfront activation, eco-
nomic development, and resilience. 

Lastly, the final chapter, num-
ber seven, was previewed, focus-
ing on implementation. As part 
of this chapter, a table outlining 
the theme, objective, timeline, and 
implementing department of each 
recommendation in the plan is pro-
vided. 

Another part of the table is 
currently being worked on and 

will be added, called strategy, 
which would focus on what levers 
are being pulled to implement a 
recommendation, whether it be 
through things like grants, devel-
opment mitigation funding, zon-
ing, or more. 

A big part of the steps in deter-
mining how to implement these 
recommendations will be when 
the BPDA meets with the Plan-
ning Advisory Council this month. 
“This is how we actually begin to 
implement it. So this is a really cru-
cial next step,” said Cafferky. 

Additionally, chapter seven 
pulls together the minor zoning 
recommendations made in the plan 
and identifies how they would be 
achieved through updates to the 
zoning code. 

Moreover, Astrid Walker-Stew-
art, a Planner with the BPDA, said, 
“We are currently in the process 
of working on the zoning for the 
Sullivan Square and Rutherford 
Ave areas. The proposed zoning 
we are working on will codify the 
land uses and density proposed in 
the planning framework that Trish 
(Cafferky) outlined earlier.” 

The proposed zoning language 
is slated to be released in the mid-
dle of this month with a three-week 
public comment period and a vir-
tual zoning office hour on August 
21 from 6 to 8 p.m. to follow. 

As for other next steps, a pub-
lic comment period concerning 
the draft release is open until Sep-
tember 1; you can fill out a survey 
about the plan at https://bit.ly/
DraftPLANCtownSurvey. 

To view the draft plan document 
in its entirety, you can visit https://
bit.ly/DraftPLANCharlestown, 
and to view a recording of the 
August 3 meeting or any other pre-
vious meetings from this process, 
you can visit the PLAN: Charles-
town webpage at https://www.
bostonplans.org/planning/plan-
ning-initiatives/plan-charlestown. 

“We look forward to collecting 
and reviewing everyone’s com-
ments and feedback,” said Ruggi-
ero. 
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V i s i t  w w w . c h a r l e s t o w n b r i d g e . c o m

National Recovery Month in Sep-
tember, Adopt-a-Pole will be rais-
ing awareness about the public 
health crisis, acknowledging the 
grief of family and friends, and 
compassionately honoring those 
who have passed away. 

“Charlestown is a small, tight-
knit community. We’re all con-
nected; so when we lose someone, 
we’re all impacted,” recognized 
Lundin, who celebrated 19 years 
in long-term recovery in May. 

The Adopt-a-Pole organizer 
became sober from her heroin 
addiction at 25-years-old, and is 
dedicated to helping individuals 
and families find appropriate sup-
port and care. Lundin has raised 
hundreds of thousands of dollars 
over the years to assist families 
with unexpected funeral services. 

“I am grateful that I am alive, 
clean, and able to give back to 
my community,” shared Lundin, 
mother of four daughters. 

Ludin recently founded her 
non-profit organization, Scars in 
Heaven, which provides financial 
assistance to families with con-
nections to Charlestown. Scars in 
Heaven offers recovery scholar-
ship opportunities for individuals 
in treatment, promotes healing, 
and provides addiction education 
to the public. Donations can be 
made through Venmo @ScarsIn-
Heaven. 

“We still have a lot of work to 
do in terms of stigma,” recognized 
Lundin, member of the Charles-
town Trauma Response Team. 
“The overdose crisis is still plagu-
ing our community. It’s the num-
ber one cause of death.”

Lundin recalled how Charles-
town had the highest fatal over-
dose rate in Massachusetts in the 
early 2000s, and admitted that it 
can seem like the predicament is 
worsening. She has observed the 
difficulties caused by the pandem-
ic, when isolation and depression 
provoked alcohol and substance 
use problems.  

Quarantine was detrimental to 
the recovery community that relies 
on social connection and comrad-
ery; and so Lundin held outdoor 
meetings, providing support for 
some 80 people. 

“A lot of people in recovery 
felt like the risk of relapsing was 
greater than the risk of catching 
Covid,” Lundin revealed. “We had 
over 50 people celebrate one year 
of recovery during Covid – that’s 
unheard of.”

Bows will be provided for free 
through sponsorship by Chapters 
Recovery Center, All Roads Lead 
to Charlestown, North Suffolk 
Community Services, Think of 
Michael, and the Gavin Founda-
tion. Last year, Adopt-a-Pole hung 
100 bows; and Lundin hopes that 
more communities will continue to 
join the campaign in the future. 

Adopt-a-Pole bows will be on 
display beginning the week of 
August 20 through September. 
Submit names for remembrance 
by August 15 by contacting Shan-
non Lundin at SLundin@Chap-
tersRecoveryCenter.com for light 
poles in Charlestown, or Rose 
Stone at RStone@NorthSuffolk.
org for poles in Winthrop, Revere, 
Chelsea, East Boston, South Bos-
ton, and Roxbury. 

ADoPt-A-Pole (from pg. 1)

Senator Sal DiDomenico joined 
his colleagues in the Massachu-
setts Legislature in passing a bill 
that includes $375 million in bond 
authorizations for transportation 
needs across the state, including 
$200 million for the state’s Chap-
ter 90 program, which provides 
municipalities with a reliable 
funding source for transporta-
tion-related improvements, includ-
ing road and bridge repairs. Last 
week, Governor Healey signed the 
bill into law, ensuring this critical 
funding will be distributed across 
the state.

“Our communities and econo-
my are stitched together by roads, 
bridges, the MBTA and regional 
transit authorities, so ensuring this 
infrastructure is safe, accessible, 
and up to 21st century standards 
is nonnegotiable,” said Senator 
DiDomenico, Assistant Majori-
ty Leader of the Massachusetts 
Senate. “These investments will 
repair outdated transportation 

infrastructure and keep our state 
on track to cut greenhouse gas 
emissions by supporting efforts 
to electrify our cars and provide 
high quality public transportation. 
These investments will have a big 
impact in my district and through-
out the Commonwealth.”

“Ensuring that people in every 
region of Massachusetts have safe 
and dependable transportation 
options is fundamental to creat-
ing a competitive and equitable 
Commonwealth,” said Senate 
President Karen E. Spilka (D-Ash-
land). “This funding invests in 
our infrastructure and transit 
systems everywhere, allocating 
much-needed funds to local roads 
and bridges, regional transit, EV 
infrastructure, and parts of the 
MBTA. I want to thank Senator 
Crighton for making this a prior-
ity, my Senate colleagues for their 
support, and Speaker Mariano 
and the House for agreeing on 
these critical investments in our 

infrastructure.”
This legislation also authorizes 

$175 million in programs that will 
support various transportation-re-
lated projects. This includes $25 
million for each of the following:

• the municipal small bridge 
program;

• the complete streets program;
• a bus transit infrastructure 

program;
• grants to increase access to 

mass transit and commuter rail 
stations;

• grants for municipalities and 
regional transit authorities to 
purchase electric vehicles and the 
infrastructure needed to support 
them;

• funding for pavement and 
surface improvements on state and 
municipal roadways; and

• new funding dedicated to 
additional transportation support 
based on road mileage, which is 
particularly helpful for rural com-
munities.

Legislature passes bill authorizing Chapter 90 
funding benefiting DiDomenico’s district

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE
The Construction Look-Ahead 

through August 19 for the North 
Washington St. Bridge is as follows:

Scheduled Work
• Installation of concrete bridge 

barriers and sidewalks
• Off-bridge utility work and 

cutover to permanent bridge
• Off-bridge approach barrier 

and curb work
Work Hours

• Most work will be done during 
weekday daytime hours (6:00 a.m. 
– 4:00 p.m.)

Contraflow Pilot
• The MassDOT-implemented 

contraflow pilot will continue to be 
in effect during evening peak traffic 
(3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.), Monday 
through Friday.

• Police details, lane markings, 

temporary barriers, traffic cones, 
signage, and other tools will be 
used to control traffic during set up 
and operation of the contraflow.

Travel Tips
For everyone using the tem-

porary bridge, please help share 
the space: walk to the right, walk 
bikes, and be mindful of people 
coming from both directions, if 
walking in a large group.

Drivers should take care to pay 
attention to all signage and move 
carefully through the work zone. 
Police details, lane markings, tem-
porary barriers, traffic cones, sig-
nage, and other tools will be used 
to control traffic and create safe 
work zones.

The Tudor Wharf Walkway 
(under the bridge next to the 

water in Paul Revere Park) will 
be intermittently closed for safety 
during construction operations, 
with access provided via the Water 
Street underpass. The Boston Har-
borwalk under the bridge and 
eastern/harborside bridge sidewalk 
remain closed until rebuilt.

The contractor is coordinating 
with the TD Garden and local 
police to provide awareness and 
manage traffic impacts during 
events. For your awareness, the 
following TD Garden events are 
scheduled during this look-ahead 
period:

• Other Events: 8/11 at 7:30 
p.m., 8/15 at 7:30 p.m., 8/16 at 
7:30 p.m., and 8/19 at 6:30 p.m.

How can I find more informa-
tion?

R e a l  E s t a t e  Tr a n s f e r s

Elite
253 Main St. • Charlestown • 617-241-5566

www.c21elite.com
Sales • Rentals • Free Market Analysis

Certified Buyer Agents

 BUYER 1 SELLER 1            ADDRESS                 PRICE
Lepage, Andrew J        Shackford Rosa A Est    2 Woods Pl            $925,000  
Johnston, Douglas C       Bruno, George          3 9th St #3            $1,837,000  
Gjm 5 Putnam Boston LLC Mintz Ft             5 Putnam St                  $2,000,000   
6 Nearen Row LLC Dever Kevin A Est   6 Nearen Row             $990,000  
Levine, Jacob Elizabeth G Mceniry RET  20 Sullivan St #1            $850,000   
9 Punchard Avenue RET   24 Parker Street LLC 24 Parker St #2               $1,245,000  
Fraser, Thomas J         Fl Bartlett LLC 45 Elm St                       $2,499,000  
Anderson, Benjamin Lepage, Andrew J       209 Bunker Hill St #1          $615,000
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BuDget  (from pg. 1)

Special to the Times 

Mayor Michelle Wu announced 
two new appointments to the 
Boston Planning & Development 
Agency (BPDA) Board of Direc-
tors. Raheem Shepard of Hyde 
Park, Regional Manager of the 
North Atlantic States Regional 
Council of Carpenters for the City 
of Boston and a current member of 
the Zoning Board of Appeal (ZBA), 
is being appointed to fill a seat tra-
ditionally held by a representative 
of the construction trades. Shep-
ard will fill the seat being vacat-
ed by current member Michael 
Monahan, whose term expires this 
month. Kate Bennett of Roslin-
dale, the outgoing Administrator 
of the Boston Housing Authority, 
is being appointed to fill a vacant 
seat. Current Board Chair Priscilla 
Rojas, whose seat is in holdover 
status, will also be reappointed. 
The new appointments will need 
to be approved by the City Coun-
cil. Once they are confirmed, all 
BPDA Board member seats will be 
filled and current. 

“I join the board members in 
thanking Mike Monahan for his 
years of service to the City of Bos-
ton and working people,” said 
Mayor Michelle Wu. “Raheem 

Shepherd and Kate Bennett are 
tremendous additions to the Board 
who will bring experience and 
focus to make Boston the best 
city for families— affordable and 
green, with opportunities con-
necting every generation. I thank 
them and Chair Rojas for rolling 
up their sleeves with Chief Arthur 
Jemison and our entire City team 
to build a growing and green city 
for everyone.”

“I want to thank Mike Monah-
an for 22 years of service – to the 
ZBA for 12 years and to the BPDA 
for the last 10. He has been an 
important voice for the growth of 
the City,” said Chief of Planning 
and Director of the BPDA Arthur 
Jemison. “I look forward to work-
ing with Kate and Raheem, who 
are experts in their own right on 
building Boston in a thoughtful 
way. I am confident they will help 
guide growth that will make our 
City more resilient, affordable, and 
equitable.”

Kate Bennett has worked in 
affordable housing development, 
policy, and planning for more than 
25 years, with a particular focus on 
public housing revitalization as the 
former head of the Boston Hous-
ing Authority (BHA). Bennett has 
spearheaded over $2 billion in 

redevelopment activity current-
ly underway at several BHA sites 
across the city. She has also been 
instrumental in the development 
of the BHA’s green, healthy hous-
ing and sustainability programs, 
and in the expansion of resident 
empowerment and self-sufficiency 
initiatives. Bennett holds a Masters 
in City Planning from the Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology. 
She has also managed affordable 
housing programs for the City of 
Chelsea and the City of Newton. 

“As someone who has dedicat-
ed my career to housing for Boston 
residents and families, I share the 
Wu Administration’s belief that 
our growth depends on govern-
ment, community, and developers 
coming together to build a stron-
ger City,” said BPDA Board of 
Directors nominee Kate Bennett. 
“I am very grateful to Mayor Wu 
for this opportunity to continue to 
serve our community.”    

Raheem Shepard is the Region-
al Manager of the North Atlantic 
States Regional Council of Car-
penters for the City of Boston. 
His appointment upholds Boston’s 
longstanding tradition of including 
union representation on the BPDA 
Board. As a member of the ZBA, 
Shepard reviews development pro-

posals which require zoning relief, 
and works with his fellow ZBA 
members and Chief of Planning 
Arthur Jemison to help advance 
the Mayor’s goal of rebuilding 
trust with communities through 
planning-led development, while 
advancing equity, affordability, 
and resilience across all functions 
of the City’s development review 
process.

“Serving on the BPDA Board 
of Directors is not only a great 
professional and personal honor, 
but it’s an opportunity to work 
closely with Mayor Wu’s Admin-
istration to chart a course for Bos-
ton’s future,” said BPDA Board of 
Directors nominee Raheem Shep-
ard.

“I am grateful to Mayor Wu for 
reappointing me to a new term on 
the BPDA Board, and I am eager 
to welcome Raheem and Kate,” 
said BPDA Board Chair Priscilla 
Rojas. “I appreciate the opportu-
nity to continue supporting smart 
planning and development that 
serves the City and its residents.”

These appointments are part 
of Mayor Wu’s ambitious growth 
agenda for Boston, which is 
focused on advancing the City’s 
resilience, affordability, and equity 
goals. Under the Mayor’s leader-

ship, the agency approved Inclu-
sionary Zoning for the first time 
in the City’s history, completed the 
Western Avenue Corridor Rezon-
ing Study and PLAN: Mattapan, 
which includes zoning recommen-
dations, and completed a land 
audit of all City-owned parcels 
to unlock opportunities for new 
housing and growth. The agency is 
undertaking the first major reform 
to Article 80 of the zoning code, 
which governs Boston’s develop-
ment review process, to modernize 
development review and increase 
efficiency and predictability for 
development.

The Mayor’s agenda also 
includes the creation of a City Plan-
ning and Design Department and 
Planning Advisory Council operat-
ing under the direction of Chief of 
Planning Arthur Jemison. The staff 
of that new City agency will sup-
port the work of the BPDA Board. 
The Mayor has also committed 
to completing the neighborhood 
planning initiatives in Downtown, 
Charlestown, East Boston, and 
Newmarket in the coming months, 
and to launching a rezoning effort 
of Boston’s squares and corridors 
to create thousands of additional 
housing units across the City.

Wu appoints Shepard and Bennett to the BPDA Board of Directors

so every kid has access to quality 
clothes, and historic investments in 
education funding to name a few. 
I want to thank Senate President 
Karen E. Spilka, Chair Rodrigues, 
the Ways and Means staff, and all 
my colleagues for a budget that 
will keep Massachusetts econom-
ically competitive and welcoming 
for people across all backgrounds 
and incomes”

“This budget represents a major 
step forward for our Common-
wealth, particularly in making 
higher education more affordable 
and more accessible to everyone,” 
stated Senate President Karen 
E. Spilka (D-Ashland). “Tuition 
equity, free community college for 
nursing students and students 25 
and older, and laying the ground-
work for free universal community 
college starting next fall—all part 
of the Senate’s Student Opportu-
nity Plan—are crucial to securing 

our long-term competitiveness, 
providing residents with concrete 
ways to create the futures they 
dream of, and continuing our 
state’s commitment to education at 
every level. Included in that com-
mitment is a historic $1.5 billion 
in early education and care, as well 
as making universal free school 
meals permanent and school con-
struction funds more accessible. 
As we seek to improve access to 
quality health care, our investment 
in nurses—combined with a poli-
cy provision to allow more pro-
fessional nurses to train the next 
generation—will help ease the bur-
den on our workforce, while we 
update protocols for stroke and 
protect preventive health services 
that are currently covered by the 
Affordable Care Act. These are 
just a few of the many important 
provisions included in the final Fis-
cal Year 2024 budget, all designed 

to keep Massachusetts moving for-
ward as we continue to go back 
to better after COVID. I am so 
very grateful to all of my Senate 
colleagues, with whom so many 
of the great initiatives included in 
the final budget initiated, as well as 
to Senate Ways and Means Chair 
Michael Rodrigues, Vice Chair 
Cindy Friedman, and Assistant 
Vice Chair Jo Comerford, Senate 
Ways and Means staff, Speaker 
Mariano, the conferees and every-
one who worked so hard to get 
this impressive budget over the fin-
ish line.”

Senator DiDomenico worked 
with his colleagues to help secure 
funding and language for many 
programs and initiatives in the 
FY24 budget including: 

Food insecurity
• Universal School Meals: 

$171.5 million to provide free uni-
versal school meals to all students 
throughout the Commonwealth 
making Massachusetts the seventh 
state in the country to make the 
program permanent. Over 80,000 
additional children will be eating 
school meals as a result of this 
program compared to 2019 before 
free meals were offered statewide.

• Food assistance: $36 million 
for the Massachusetts Emergen-
cy Food Assistance Program after 

securing $1 million additional 
funding through the amendment 
process.

Supporting families in poverty
• Children’s clothing allowance: 

providing $450 per child for eli-
gible families (an increase of $50 
per child) to buy clothes for the 
upcoming school year.

• Cash benefit increase for 
those in deep poverty: the budget 
includes a 10 per cent increase to 
Transitional Aid to Families with 
Dependent Children (TAFDC) and 
Emergency Aid to the Elderly, Dis-
abled and Children (EAEDC) ben-
efit levels compared to June 2023.

Education
• $6.59 billion in Chapter 70 

funding, an increase of $604 mil-
lion over FY 2023, as well as dou-
bling minimum Chapter 70 aid 
from $30 to $60 per pupil.

• Early Education & Care: $1.5 
billion investment in early educa-
tion and care—the largest-ever 
annual appropriation for early 
education and care in Massachu-
setts history.

• $475 million for the Com-
monwealth Cares for Children 
(C3) grants; FY24 is the first fiscal 
year in which the annual state bud-
get includes a full year of funding 
for C3 grants, signaling a historic 
commitment to maintain this cru-

cial lifeline for our early education 
and care sector.

• Early Intervention services: 
$42.9 million for Early Interven-
tion (EI) services, ensuring sup-
ports remain accessible and avail-
able to infants and young toddlers 
with developmental delays and 
disabilities.

Housing
• Eviction protection: makes 

permanent a pandemic-era evic-
tion protection for renters with 
pending applications for emergen-
cy rental assistance under RAFT 
or any other program adminis-
tered by the Executive Office of 
Housing and Livable Communi-
ties (EOHLC), a municipality, or 
a nonprofit entity. Under the pro-
gram, a judge cannot execute an 
eviction before an emergency rent-
al assistance application has been 
approved or denied.

Expanding rights
• No Cost Calls: the FY24 bud-

get removes barriers to communi-
cation services for persons who are 
incarcerated and their loved ones. 
Under this provision, the Depart-
ment of Correction (DOC) and 
sheriffs must provide phone calls 
at no cost to persons receiving and 
initiating phone calls, without a 
cap on the number of minutes or 
calls.
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• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax:
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Chimneys • Fireplaces 
Cellar Floors • Restoration
French Drains • Repointing

Free Estimates, Lic. & Ins.

Local References

Phil - 617-230-3490

Ryan 
Masonry

Licensed & insured 
Complete electrical services 
www.johnpmchughelectric.com
Jmchugh447@gmail.com 

JOHN J. RECCA 
PAINTING

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com
781-241-2454

LYNN - Diamond District 
Beautiful, 3 bdrm apart-
ment. Walk to beach, 

super clean. Owner 
occupied-available now. 
$2,600. 617-529-0879

8/23

EAST BOSTON - Approx 
1120 sq ft. Open space, 
2 bathrooms & private 
office.

 956 Saratoga St.,  E. 
Boston. 781-484-8947
8/23
_________

DEADLINES: For classi-
fied line ads, deadlines 
are Monday by 4 p.m. 
Call 781-485-0588

APARTMENT FOR RENT

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

661177  888888  55335599
downtownroofingandmasonry.com

Red brick & masonry repairs, 
new roofs, siding, gutters, 

exterior painting 

DOWNTOWN 
RRooooffiinngg  &&  MMaassoonnrryy  
RESTORATION

  DDiirreeccttoorr,,  TToomm  MMaaccDDoonnaalldd    661177--999900--77331144

Emergency Food Pantry

Monthly food distributions take place on the second 
Saturday at 10:00AM, and last Tuesday at 6:00PM.

We are so thankful for generous community support

C H A R L E S T O W N  B E A T

COMMuNItY ROOM: The 2nd floor Community Room at 20 Vine St. is available to neighborhood groups for meetings. 
Please call Christine Vraibel at 617-343-4627 or email christine.vraibel@pd.boston.gov to reserve.
POLICE RELAtED INFO: Contact the District A-1 Community Service Office at 617-343-4627.

threats to Do Bodily Harm
08/05/2023 - At about 2:21 

p.m., police responded to 23 
Austin St. for a reported threat. 

On arrival, officers met with 
a security guard, who stated 
that a male suspect had threat-
ened him with a knife. The 
security guard noted when he 
observed the suspect parked in 
front of the Verizon sign, they 
started to talk, which became 
confrontational. The security 
guard stated that the male said 
he would kill him. The security 
guard then stated that the male 
got into a red SUV and drove 
away.  The security guard said 
then he saw the suspect point a 
knife from the car. 

The suspect was described 
as a dark-skinned, bald black 
male, 45-55 years old, with a 
thick mustache, about 5 feet, 7 
inches tall and weighing 190-
200 pounds, with a stocky built. 
The suspect was wearing shorts 
and a shirt.10

Area A-1 detectives were  to 
further investigate the incident.

Investigate Persons
08/06/2023 – At approx-

imately 4:30 p.m., police 
responded to a radio call for a 
person with a gun on Caldwell 
Street.  

Upon arrival, officers spoke 
with a witness, who showed 
them a video of the suspect 

holding what appeared to be a 
brown-colored rifle while yell-
ing outside his balcony window 
at passersby. Police had a prior 
call to this address early in the 
day. 

The sergeant on the scene 
called for a Code 99. The sus-
pect was eventually secured by 
the Boston Police Swat Team 
and transported by Boston EMS 
for a mental health evaluation 
at Mass General Hospital. The 
apartment was frozen pending a 
search warrant. 

Area A-1 detectives were 
scheduled to conduct the fol-
low-up investigation.

LARGE-SCALE WOVEN WALL-HANGING UNVEILED

COURTESY PHOTO

In Charlestown, artist Sam Fields, a Brockton native who now lives in Boston, just unveiled a dramatic 
48-foot-by-48-foot large scale woven wall-hanging, Stay, across the façade of an abandoned building in the
Charlestown Navy Yard. Her work is the third and final installation in Now + There’s new Lot Lab, the
Boston nonprofit’s first-ever multi-artist public art pilot program that is free and open to visitors all the time
in the Charlestown Navy Yard.
Lot Lab’s first two artists installed their projects in June including work by internationally renowned multime-
dia artist Ghada Amer with an adaptation of her artwork “Women’s Qualities,” which questions notions of
femininity and womanhood and Boston-area artist Massiel Grullon’s, “Knotical Waves,” a large ground mural
of undulating geometric lines used to represent water in historic plans of the Hoosac Tunnel Dock.
For Sam Fields, an opening celebration was on Saturday, and included a projection of light onto the six-story
façade, the historic Hoosac Stores building, where Stay is hung. At the event, attendees shared writing that
responds to the themes of staying, softness, migration, labor, mending, and/or the waterfront to reflect on how
the tapestry of ropes knotted and spliced together evokes the entwined histories of maritime trade and wom-
en’s labor in the Navy Yard.
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By Penny & Ed Cherubino

We often think of summer dog 
companionship as walking, exer-
cising, tossing balls, and other 
active pursuits. That’s perfect for 
some dogs but not for all. Age, 
health, breeding, physical limita-
tions, and personality might call 
for a calmer time together.

Symptoms of Heat Stroke
It’s essential to recognize the 

symptoms of heat stroke in dogs 
and cats and get prompt emergen-
cy help if needed. 

The ASPCA says you should 
“Know the symptoms of overheat-
ing in pets, which include excessive 
panting or difficulty breathing, 

increased heart and respiratory 
rate, drooling, mild weakness, stu-
por or even collapse. Symptoms 
can also include seizures, bloody 
diarrhea and vomit along with an 
elevated body temperature of over 
104 degrees.”

On the way out the door to 
the emergency vet, you can begin 
treatment by wetting your dog or 
cat with cool (not cold) water and 
grabbing an ice pack or bag of fro-
zen vegetables to place under your 
animal. 

Animals with flat faces, like 
Pugs and Persian cats, are more 
susceptible to heat stroke since 
they cannot pant as effectively. 
These pets, along with the elder-
ly, the overweight, and those with 

heart or lung diseases, should be 
kept cool in air-conditioned rooms 
as much as possible.

Water On the go
Carry water to offer to your dog 

on walks. There are special bottles 
and bowls designed for dogs on 
the go. Slipping a plastic bag over a 
cupped hand will form a workable 
water bowl for a thirsty pal. 

Exercise Early or Late
Some dogs need lots of exercise, 

even in the heat. If you have one 
of these athletes, take long walks 
or runs early in the morning or 
after dark. Mid-day heat may be 
too much for even a healthy dog. 
Canine companions can push 

themselves into the danger zone to 
please us. Dogs are stoic animals 
and may not show distress until 

it’s too late. 
Don’t Leave Your Dog in a Car
A stop for a quick errand could 

result in a dog in trouble. Or, you 
could find your car window bro-
ken by a first responder or good 
Samaritan trying to save your pup. 

The MSPCA has the informa-
tion you need if you should dis-
cover a dog in trouble in a hot 
car. They say Massachusetts law, 
“Enables animal control officers, 
firefighters, and law enforcement 
to remove animals kept in vehicles 
in a manner reasonably expected 
to threaten the health of the ani-
mal due to extreme heat or cold.” 
It also, “... allows individuals to 
remove an animal when in imme-
diate danger in a vehicle and no 
other options exist.”

Window Caution for Cats
Open windows can be a danger 

to cats. The ASPCA has warned 
about animals, especially cats, 
falling from windows this time of 
year. “Cats who never leave their 
residence may not realize how high 
up they are, and if they are dis-
tracted by what’s going on outside, 
they can jump out of the window, 
or lose their balance and fall,” said 
Dr. Louise Murray, vice president 
of the ASPCA Animal Hospital.”

Enjoy Quiet Time Together
Slow down in the heat and enjoy 

quieter times together. Seniors, and 
any dog on the mend from illness 
or injury, may need to take a lot of 
breaks when out and about. While 
outside, relax on a bench or blan-
ket in a shady spot. Offer your pal 
some water and perhaps a treat.  
And remember, some dogs of all 
sizes and ages simply love to sit 
quietly and watch the world go by.

Do you have a question or topic 
for City Paws? Send an email to 
Penny@BostonZest.com with 
your request.

CITY OF BOSTON
HOUSEHOLD
HAZARDOUS
WASTE DAY
Saturday, August 12, 2023 
8:30 a.m.- 12 p.m. 
315 Gardner St, Boston MA

Proof of Boston residency
required.
We will not accept any waste
from businesses. 
Household Alkaline batteries
are not hazardous waste per
MassDEP guidelines and are
not accepted.
We accept electronics,
clothing, tires, and more! Find
the list of accepted items and
battery guide at
boston.gov/hazardous- waste

City paws

Summer pet care

Animals with flat faces, like this pup, are more susceptible to heat 
stroke since they cannot pant as effectively. (Photo by Mirko Sajkov)


