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By John Lynds

North End Waterfront Health 
(NEW Health) is conducting a 
free, at-home COVID testing kit 
distribution on Thursday, March 
24 at its Charlestown site. 

The distributions of COVID-19 
testing kits will take place between 
10 am and 3 pm at New Health’s 
15 Tufts St. site. 

NEW Health will also be offer-
ing a family vaccine clinic later 
this month in both Charlestown 
and the North End.

On Saturday, March 26, NEW 
Health will offer the vaccine clinic 
from 8:30 am to 12 pm  at 15 
Tufts St. in Charlestown for fami-
lies to come in at the same time to 
get their vaccines, boosters, and 
pediatric vaccines for ages 5 and 
up. Appointments can be made in 
advance by calling 857-238-1100 
and walk-in appointments will 
also be available the day-of. This 
includes the 1st, 2nd, or 3rd dose 
of the COVID vaccine. 

Regular PCR testing sessions 
are also still available in both 
Charlestown and the North 

End. Appointments need to be 
scheduled in advance. Testing 
is available for anyone regard-
less of symptoms and insurance; 
the ongoing schedule at the 
Charlestown locations is noted on 
www.newhealthcenter.org.

As a federally qualified 
health center and an affiliate of 
Massachusetts General Hospital 
and Boston Medical Center, NEW 
Health extends its healthcare ser-
vices to people who live and work 
in and around Boston’s North 
End, Waterfront and Charlestown 
neighborhoods.

By Dan Murphy

The Boston Planning & 
Development Agency board 
approved an amendment to the 
ground lease for the Chain Forge 
Building in the Navy Yard to 
change its usage from the pre-
viously proposed hotel to small 
rental units at its Dec. 16 meeting. 
But the tenant still needs to file its 
plans for the new proposal with 
the city, which would trigger an 
Article 80 public process, before it 
can move forward.

 In an internal BPDA memo 
dated Dec. 16 of last year, a 
request was made to the BPDA 
Director Brian Golden to amend 
the ground lease for the Chain 
Forge Building, also known as 
Building 105, to amend the ground 
lease with the tenant, CVPA Chain 
Forge LLC, from the currently 
approved project comprising an 
180,000 gross square-foot, 230-
key hotel, with approximately 
6,000 square feet of restaurant/
bar space and meeting and func-

tion rooms, to new project con-
sisting of an unspecified number 
of residential units ranging from 
a 357 square-foot studio to 1,219 
square-foot two-bedroom units.

 The memo states that BPDA 
staff is of the opinion that the 
ground lease for the property, 
first executed on Dec. 29, 2017, 
and which has had its permitting 
and financing approval deadlines 
extended by the BPDA 10 times 
since,   should be amended to 
allow until the close of business 
this Dec. 20 to “obtain building 
permits” and “close on construc-
tion.”

 Brittany Comak, the BPDA’s 
assistant director of communica-
tions, wrote in an email, “Last 
year, in response to the COVID-
19 pandemic, the Chain Forge 
development team reached out to 
the BPDA to indicate their interest 
in potentially updating their proj-
ect from hotel to housing units. 

By John Lynds

Growing up in Charlestown 
Katie O’Leary never thought 
she’d one day struggle with ad-
diction and later become an in-
fluential figure in the world of 
recovery services. 

O’Leary graduated Matignon 
High School and after gradua-
tion went off to college at UMa-
ss Amherst. 

However, from 1998 to 2001 
something became apparent. 

“In my very early years it was 
alcohol because it was so social-
ly acceptable,” said O’Leary. “At 
the time I minimized it. My par-
ents obviously knew that I was 
struggling with alcohol, but they 
thought it was just a phase–like 
partying too much in college. I 
was a problematic drinker from 
the second I got to UMass until 
probably a couple of years after 
I got home and then obviously 
things just got worse.”

As the opioid crisis gripped 
America and O’Leary’s home-
town of Charlestown in the early 
2000s she did not travel down 
the same road of many of her 
peers. 

“The very early years were 
alcohol and that was it,” said 
O’Leary. “Some of my friends 
were junkies and as long as I 
wasn’t a junkie and just drink-
ing I was okay but I was like a 

full blown alcoholic. I mean, I 
drank every day and every night. 
But they were the ones that were 
sick, not me.”

Eventually O’Leary would try 
pharmaceutical opiates and once 
she was hooked she moved to 
heroin. 

“Between alcohol and opiates 
my struggle with addiction was 

about 8 to 10 years,” she said. 
But in January 2011 O’Leary 

entered treatment for the last 
time and had been sober ever 
since. 

It was two years into her re-
covery while she was receiving 
recovery services from North 

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH
Celebrating with profiles on local women

NSMHA’s Director of Recovery Support Services 
Katie O’Leary 

NSMHA’s Director of Recovery Support Services Katie O’Leary with 
her father, Bob, and mother, Donna, during the grand opening of 
Recovery on the Harbor in East Boston—a recovery support office 
O’Leary was instrumental in opening last year. 

NEW Health will distribute free testing kits next Thursday Courtesy of the Boston Planning & Development Agency

The Chain Forge Building in the Navy Yard.

BPDA approves change in 
use of chain Forge Building

(BPDA Pg. 3)

(O’LEARY Pg. 12)
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editorial

The Independent Newspaper Group 
reserves the right to edit letters for 
space and clarity. We regret that 

we cannot publish unsigned letters. 
Please include your street and tele-

phone number with your submission. 
The Independent Newspaper Group 
publishes columns, viewpoints and 
letters to the editor as a forum for 

readers to express their opinions and 
to encourage debate. Please note 

that the opinions expressed are not 
necessarily those of The Independent 

Newspaper Group. Text or 
attachments emailed to 

editor@reverejournal.com 
are preferred. 

TO ADVERTISE PLEASE cALL  
781-485-0588

NewsstaNd Price: Free / subscriPtioN Price: $75 aNNually

PREsiDEnt - stEPhEn QuigLEY - EDitOR@chARLEstOwnBRiDgE.cOm
mARkEting DiREctOR - DEBRA DigREgORiO - DEB@REvEREjOuRnAL.cOm

the charlestowN Patriot-bridge,  
PhoNe: 617.241.8500 © 2008  iNdePeNdeNt NewsPaPer GrouP. 

email: editor@charlestownbridge.com • web site: www.charlestownbridge.com

P A T R I O T - B R I D G E

c har lesTown

SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Patriot-Bridge encourages residents to submit 

engagement, wedding and birth announcements, 
news releases, business and education briefs, sports 
stories and photos for publication. Items should be 
forwarded to our offices at 385 Broadway, Revere, 
MA 02151.  Items can also  be faxed to 781-485-
1403.  We also encourage readers to e-mail news 
releases and photos to deb@reverejournal.com.

Guest Op-ed

Ukrainian and American Pain – We must 
unplug from Russia and china

FREEDOM ISN'T FREE
As the ongoing tragedy in Ukraine, fueled by the barbarism of the war 

criminal Vladimir Putin, continues to unfold, it is apparent that in addi-
tion to underestimating the fierce and brave resistance of the Ukrainian 
people, Putin also failed to anticipate the resolve of free people around 
the world to rally in support of the Ukrainians.

Putin clearly had little respect for the West prior to launching his 
invasion. He believed that we would care more about maintaining our 
creature comforts and cushy lifestyle than we would about the fate of 
Ukraine. He assumed that as we watched the carnage from the comfort 
of our living rooms, our materialistic instincts would trump any sense 
of sympathy that we might have with the Ukrainian people and that we 
would not be willing to make sacrifices of any kind in order to support 
the Ukrainians in their fight against tyranny.

In short, Putin believed us to be soft, weak, narcissistic, and lacking 
empathy.

However, the newfound solidarity of free people and our leaders (with 
a few exceptions) around the world in our support of the Ukrainians has 
proven Putin to be hugely wrong. 

Western businesses willingly have sacrificed billions of dollars and 
Western consumers are paying more for their energy -- and just about 
everything else -- because of our decision to back the Ukrainians with 
both military aid and unprecedented economic sanctions that are taking 
a great toll on the Russia war machine.

With dictators on the rise in Russia, China, No. Korea, and Saudi 
Arabia (where 81 persons were executed this past weekend), we have 
re-learned the lesson that the freedoms we enjoy are something that we 
cannot take for granted.

Thanks to Putin, Americans have found a cause that we all can agree 
upon -- the right of every person to be free.

The months ahead will not be easy -- though nowhere near as difficult 
as they will be for the Ukrainian people -- but Putin's barbarism has illu-
minated a valuable truth that we had ignored for the better part of the 
past century: Freedom isn't free.

ENJOY A HAPPY (AND SAFE) ST. 
PATRICK'S DAY

Amidst all of the sadness and tragedy in the world today, the arrival 
of St. Patrick's Day this Thursday (March 17) will provide a brief and 
welcome respite from the terrible news that we see on our televisions 
every day.

Although St. Patrick's Day ostensibly is a holiday with religious (Cath-
olic) and ethnic (Irish) connotations, St. Patrick's Day has become a holi-
day for people of all nationalities -- a day when "everybody is Irish" -- to 
share camaraderie and good cheer.

This will be the first St. Patrick's Day in three years that we'll be able 
to celebrate the holiday collectively now that COVID restrictions are 
easing.

We wish all of our readers a happy and safe St. Patrick's Day.

Dr. Glenn Mollette

America is no longer buying 
energy or vodka from Russia. Rus-
sians can no longer buy a McDon-
ald’s hamburger. They can’t pay 
for their gasoline with a Visa, 
Mastercard or even an American 
Express card.  One thousand Ken-
tucky Fried Chicken restaurants 
have ceased operations in Russia. 
How tough can life become?

For a better picture of a tough 
life watch some of the news clips 
played daily on most television 
stations. See what the Russians are 
doing each day to Ukraine. Hospi-
tals are bombed. Babies are mur-
dered. Cities no longer exist. Tens 
of thousands have been killed by 
the Russian army. 

Speculations continue to be 
expressed among politicians and 
journalists that Russia may be 
guilty of war crimes. This seems 
like a bad joke. Russia has been 
guilty of war crimes from day one. 
They don’t care who they kill or 
how they kill the innocent people 
of Ukraine. They will use any kind 
of bomb or chemical to accom-
plish President Vladimir Putin’s 
evil whim to bring Ukraine under 
Russian rule. They will even accept 
weapons from China.

Hopefully we will never buy 
another thing from Russia. In the 
meantime, the remnant still bat-
tling the Russian Army needs the 
full support of NATO in weap-
ons, money and humanitarian aid. 
Sadly, for the thousands who have 
already been killed it’s too little too 
late. 

While we are unplugging trade 
with Russia we must act accord-
ingly toward China. China is not 
our friend. Just like Russia, we 
have made China rich with bil-
lions of dollars in trade each year. 
Plus, America is in debt, over a 
trillion dollars, to China. Stores 
across America must put Amer-
ican businesses back to work by 
buying as many American made 
products as possible. China has 
been eyeing Taiwan the same way 
Russia has been eyeing Ukraine. If 
Russia successfully takes Ukraine 
and can survive the aftermath look 
for China to invade Taiwan. China 
will then control most of the chips 
made that runs our cars, phones 
and computers. 

The next scenario is what hap-
pens to us when Russia and China 
combine their efforts toward the 
United States? Are we able to with-

stand an attack from Russia and 
China? It’s more than we want to 
comprehend today. This is why we 
must become energy independent. 
Why not use our gas, oil and coal 
until we have the infrastructure in 
place to run electric cars? 

In my local community of 
250,000 people, I do not know of 
one electric car charging station. 
Local car dealers say it will be two 
to three years before they will have 
electric cars to sell. Most American 
communities are the same and we 
need time for the infrastructure 
to catch up. In the meantime, we 
should use the resources we have 
to run our country independently.

Gasoline prices and inflation 
are hurting America but consider 
what Russia is doing to Ukraine. 
Americans will survive the pain at 
the pump if America will go back 
to our own sources to supply our 
needs.

Glenn Mollette is the publish-
er of Newburgh Press, Liberty 
Torch and various other publish-
ing imprints; a national columnist 
–  American Issues and Common 
Sense opinions, analysis, stories 
and features appear each week 
In over 500 newspapers, websites 
and blogs across the United States.
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BPDA  (from pg. 1)

R e a l  E s t a t e  Tr a n s f e r s

Elite
253 Main St. • Charlestown • 617-241-5566

www.c21elite.com
Sales • Rentals • Free Market Analysis

Certified Buyer Agents

 BUYER 1              SELLER 1                 ADDRESS                   PRICE
Karcher, Jessica M        Adlestein, David        5-9 Franklin St #1             $850,000  
Howard, Heather K      Goddard, Matthew 29 Belmont St               $1,442,500 
Mason, Connor Croteau, Brian V 29 Eden St #1              $517,000  
Cheung, Xiao C          Griglun, Paige 37 Parker St #37           $840,000  
Mannion, Jacob Pacific, Ryan J     42 8th St #1303             $650,000  
Allen, Kevin J           Matthess, Kirby       42 8th St #2512              $740,000  
 Appier, Jeri              Camp, Joseph P 197 8th St #618            $850,000  
Camp, Joseph P         Turnock, Elizabeth    197 8th St #PH220        $1,485,000   
Khalil, Nader       Grosvenor, John W      272 Bunker Hill St #1     $850,000

  

cLERGY VIEWPOINT
From the charlestowN clergy associatioN

Role models
By Very Reverend James Ronan, VF – Pastor, St. Mary-St. Catherine of Siena Parish

By John Lynds 

Three weeks after the city’s “B 
Together” policy, which required 
patrons and staff of certain indoor 
spaces to show proof of vacci-
nation against COVID-19, was 
canceled and a week after the 
city’s indoors mask mandate was 
lifted, the weekly positive test 
rate in Charlestown and the city 
increased slightly. 

While new cases were on a 
steady decline for weeks now, the 
recent uptick in cases in some 
neighborhoods is something city 
health officials are sure to keep a 
watchful eye on and make adjust-
ments if needed. 

However, Mayor Michelle 
Wu and Dr. Bisola Ojikutu, 
Commissioner of Public 
Health and Executive Director 
of the Boston Public Health 
Commission, announced last 
week Boston’s COVID-19 Public 
Health Emergency Declaration 
will end on April 1, 2022. The 
announcement follows a vote by 
the Boston Board of Health during 
their meeting last Wednesday. 

“Today’s announcement is a 
testament to how Boston came 
together in a historically challeng-
ing time to lift up public health 
and community,” said Wu. “As 
we transition to this next phase of 
living with COVID, we will focus 
on providing the testing, resourc-
es, and planning to keep our com-
munities safe and prepared.”

Last week, 303 Charlestown 
residents were tested for the virus 
last week and 3.3 percent were 
positive--this was a 3 percent 
decrease from the 3.2 percent that 
tested positive as reported by the 

Boston Public Health Commission 
(BPHC) on March 7. 

Ten additional residents con-
tracted the virus between March 
7 and March 14 and there are 
now 3,689 confirmed cases in the 
neighborhood since the start of 
the pandemic.

According to the BPHC 12,655 
residents were tested citywide 
last week and 2.4 percent were 
COVID positive--this was a 4 per-
cent increase from the 2.3 percent 
that reportedly tested positive for 
the week ending on March 7. 

The statistics released by 
the BPHC as part of its weekly 
COVID19 report breaks down 
the number of cases and infection 
rates in each neighborhood. It also 
breaks down the number of cases 
by age, gender and race.

Citywide positive cases of coro-
navirus increased 0.38 percent last 
week and went from  166,087 
cases to 166,722 confirmed since 
the start of the pandemic.  

There were four additional 
deaths in Boston from the virus 
in the past week and the total 
number of COVID deaths is now 
at 1,431. Deaths decreased 55.5 
percent in Boston last week with 
five less deaths compared to the 
nine deaths reported by the BPHC 
two weeks ago.

“While the City of Boston is no 
longer in a state of emergency, we 
must continue to protect our most 
vulnerable residents and prepare 
for the future,” said Dr. Ojikutu. 
“Now is the time for us to use all 
of the lessons learned from the 
pandemic, strengthen communi-
ty partnerships, develop stronger 
public health infrastructure, and 
ensure an equitable recovery for 
all.”

A couple of years ago I went 
to my 50th college reunion. 
Gathered with classmates for dif-
ferent events, we began speaking 
about the various characters on 
the faculty and staff about whom 
we had special memories. These 
were fun conversations with a 
lot of laughter. In addition, there 
were some poignant recollections 
of persons who had an impact on 
our young lives. 

One fellow, whom we called 
“Pops” was sort of a night watch-
man around the campus. He was 
of an age, had a very noticeable 
limp, and had a ready smile and 
a kind inquiring word with any 
student he met late at night as he 
moved through the dorms. A few 
of us enjoyed Sunday night visits 
to his home where we watched TV 
and devoured just-baked-bread 

his lovely wife prepared. We all 
learned so much about kindness, 
respect, caring and gracious hospi-
tality from Pops. The night watch-
man, retired from factory work, 
was one of our best “teachers” in 
college!

All of us learn some of the 
most important life lessons from 
the words and actions of oth-
ers. When we are young, we are 
always scanning for examples and 
roles models to emulate such as 
parents, coaches, relatives, celebri-
ties, clergy, and teachers - the list is 
virtually endless.

In particular, role models can 
have a very high influence on our 
faith. Listening to others speak 
about their faith, reading about 
the faith journey of others, hear-
ing another witness how faith has 
shaped life, any and all of these 

impact our own faith in profound 
ways.

Often I hear people observe 
that the practice of faith is declin-
ing. There are fewer people in 
church and secularism abounds. 
More people are lonely, searching, 
stressed, and unhappy. I think that 
is all true and I wonder what could 
make things better.

We need more role models, wit-
nesses, and courageous folks who 
choose to speak, write, decide, and 
act publically about their faith. 
One’s faith is not simply a “me 
and God” thing. Authentic faith 
always leads outward toward oth-
ers and community. Saint Francis 
of Assisi said it well, “Preach the 
Gospel at all times, if necessary, 
use words”

charlestown’s weekly cOVID 
positive test rate increases slightly

However, at this time the project 
has not filed a formal Notice of 
Project Change (NPC) with the 
BPDA asking to move forward 
with this change. If the BPDA 
receives a formal filing, the Article 
80 process will be triggered and 
the community will be notified 
and once again be fully involved 
in reviewing the proposed chang-
es. The change would not go to 
the BPDA Board for a vote until 
there has been a thorough public 
process and review.”

  The Chain Forge Building 

was acquired by the BPDA’s fore-
runner, the Boston Redevelopment 
Authority, in 1975 when the BRA 
bought the Charlestown Navy 
Yard from the U.S. Government. 
Built in the early 1900s, the build-
ing served as the U.S. Navy’s sole 
producer of chains for decades, 
but it has now sat vacant for more 
than 40 years.

 The development team has 
expended millions of dollars 
advancing the development of the 
site since the lease with the BPDA 
was executed in December 2017. 

These costs include environmental 
remediation, cataloging and pre-
serving historic equipment, and 
preparing the site for redevelop-
ment. Despite these efforts, the 
BPDA grew concerned about the 
pace of development and in 2019 
instituted a financial penalty sys-
tem for each month the property 
remains undeveloped. This pen-
alty rate has been escalated on 
several occasions with over $2.5 
million in delay fees charged to 
date, according to the city.

ssttmmaarryyssttccaatthheerriinnee..oorrgg                                  661177--224422--44666644

 
March Distribution

Sat., March. 12th - 10 am     Tues., March 29- 2 p.m. 

Set-Up - Friday, February 11, 
3:00 pm

Distribution- Sat., Feb. 12, 
*10:00 am

*This is a time change

Set-Up - Friday Feb. 18, 3:00 pm

Distribution- Tuesday, Feb. 22, 
2:00 pm

Thank you!

The distributions are:
Saturday, March 12, at 10AM
Tuesday, March 29, at 2PM
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Building upon her commitment 
to protect Boston renters, last week 
Mayor Michelle Wu announced a 
Rent Stabilization Advisory Com-
mittee made up of housing advo-
cates, developers, tenants, and 
other stakeholders. The advisory 
committee members will study 
local housing conditions as well as 
the structure and outcomes of rent 
stabilization programs in other 
cities. They will be tasked with 
making recommendations to the 
Mayor and the Mayor’s Office of 
Housing on strategies to stabilize 
Boston rents and protect tenants 
from displacement. The committee 
will meet throughout 2022 with 
the goal of shaping a proposal for 
the next state legislative session.

“Cities across the country 
use rent stabilization as one tool 
among many to protect tenants 
and keep families in their homes,” 
said Mayor Michelle Wu. “The 

majority of Boston residents and 
families are renters. If we aren’t 
willing to take on the rent increas-
es that are driving families out of 
Boston, then we aren’t meeting 
the needs of our neighborhoods. 
I thank the broad group of stake-
holders, including advocates, 
tenants, and developers, who are 
willing to roll up their sleeves to 
reimagine what’s possible.”

Rent stabilization measures 
in cities across the United States 
empower municipalities to set cer-
tain limits on annual rent increases 
for existing tenants, and may also 
include other tenant protections. 
These approaches promote the 
preservation of mixed-income 
neighborhoods and prevent rent-
ers from being pushed out of their 
communities.   

“As an organizer fighting for 
a housing market that lets people 
move when they want, where they 

want, not when they have to, I am 
pleased to be a part of this com-
mittee,” said Beyazmin Jimenez, 
Abundant Housing Massachusetts 
Board President. “I look forward 
to working with the other mem-
bers of this committee to explore 
ways that the City can create more 
accessible housing in our commu-
nities.”

“Having worked with previ-
ous Boston mayors on planning 
and affordable housing policy, I’m 
looking forward to being able to 
serve the new administration and 
offer my expertise to shape the 
conversation around rent stabili-
zation,” said Curtis Kemeny, CEO 
and President of Boston Residen-
tial Group. “This is a step in the 
right direction, and I am confident 
that the City will work to ensure 
a thoughtful, inclusive, and bal-
anced policy that works for all res-
idents.”

Almost 65% of Bostonians 
are renters, and more than half 
of them spend more than 30% 
of their monthly income on rent, 
leaving them struggling to save and 
vulnerable to housing instability. 
The 2020 Census also made clear 
that Black families are leaving the 
city, with the non-Hispanic Black 
population citywide falling by over 
6% between 2010-2020. Rent sta-
bilization is one of many tools to 
support renters in the short term, 
alongside longer-term measures 
that can be used to tackle housing 
supply and affordability.

The work of this committee 
would complement the work of 
the Office of Housing Stability. 

The Office of Housing Stability 
helps tenants in housing crises due 
to fire, natural disaster, eviction, 
or condemnation with the goal of 
putting residents on the path to 
housing stability. Its efforts include 
launching tenants' rights clinics for 
those who are not able to come to 
City Hall during business hours; 
offering low- and no-cost medi-
ation and dispute resolution for 
landlords and tenants; launching 
the Housing Court Navigator, 
which provides legal advice for 
tenants; launching the Landlord 
Incentive program, which offers 
financial backing for landlords 
renting to formerly unhoused peo-
ple; and creating Boston's first-ever 
online guide to evictions, designed 
to assist tenants in every phase of a 
potential eviction proceeding. 

Rent stabilization would com-
plement Mayor Wu’s other initia-
tives to address Boston’s housing 
affordability, including the Trans-
fer Fee and Senior Property Tax 
Exemption Home Rule Petition, 
and her commitment to update the 
City’s commercial linkage fee and 
Inclusionary Development Poli-
cies. She is also highlighting the 
importance of Housing by renam-
ing the Department of Neighbor-
hood Development as the Mayor’s 
Office of Housing, and bringing a 
new focus on equity by signing an 
Executive Order relative to affir-
matively furthering fair housing.  

This Advisory Committee will 
convene monthly to hear from 
experts on different rent stabiliza-
tion models and City officials from 
the Mayor’s Office of Housing 

and the Boston Planning & Devel-
opment Agency (BPDA) on local 
rental market conditions. The 
committee will also hold commu-
nity listening sessions throughout 
the process to hear community 
perspectives on housing afford-
ability challenges and potential 
solutions. The first community lis-
tening session will be held virtually 
on April 19th, and the public can 
RSVP here to attend.

Rent Stabilization Advisory 
Committee Members:

• Emma Anderson, Boston 
Teachers Union member

• Kathy Brown, Coordinator at 
Boston Tenant Coalition 

• Joe Byrne, Executive Sec-
retary-Treasurer for the North 
Atlantic States Regional Council 
of Carpenters

• Karen Chen, Executive Direc-
tor at Chinese Progressive Associ-
ation

• Filaine Deronnette, Vice Pres-
ident of Health Systems for 1199 
SEIU

• Emilio Dorcely, CEO of 
Urban Edge

• Dermot Doyne, Local land-
lord and business owner 

• Chris Herbert, Managing 
Director of the Harvard Joint Cen-
ter for Housing Studies 

• Beyazmin Jimenez, Abundant 
Housing Massachusetts Board 
President 

• Michael Kane, Executive 
Director at HUD Tenant Alliance

• Brian Kavoogian, Managing 
Director of National Development

• Curtis Kemeny, CEO and 
President of Boston Residential 
Group

• Joe Kriesberg, President of 
Massachusetts Association of 
Community Development Corpo-
rations

• Denise Matthews-Turner, 
Co-Executive Director at City Life 
Vida Urbana

• Lisa Owens, Executive Direc-
tor at Hyams Foundation

• Jeanne Pinado, Vice President 
of Capital Markets at Colliers 
International

• Mimi Ramos, Executive 
Director at New England United 
for Justice

• Megan Sandel, Associate Pro-
fessor of Pediatric Medicine at 
Boston University

• Chanda Smart, CEO at Onyx
• Lauren Song, Senior Attorney 

at Greater Boston Legal Services
• Justin Steil, Associate Profes-

sor of Law and Urban Planning, 
MIT

• Carolyn Villers, Executive 
Director at Mass Senior Action

• Josh Zakim, Founder and 
Executive Director at Housing 
Forward MA.

Wu announces members of the Rent Stabilization Advisory committee

Massport is currently 
accepting applications for 
the following Scholarships:

• DEBORAH HADDEN GRAY MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP
Awarded annually to a high school senior who 
resides and is involved in community service or 
employment in the city of Boston, Chelsea, Revere 
or Winthrop with a minimum 3.0 GPA.

• LOWELL L. RICHARDS III MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP
Awarded annually to a high school senior who 
resides and is involved in community service in 
the city of Boston, Chelsea, Revere, or Winthrop, 
with a minimum 3.0 GPA.

• DIVERSITY STEM SCHOLARSHIP
Awarded to high school seniors of color who 
reside or attend school in the city of Boston, 
Chelsea, Winthrop, Revere, Worcester, Bedford, 
Concord, Lexington, or Lincoln, and are involved 
in community service with a minimum 3.0 GPA.  

Scholarship applications must be received by 
Massport no later than 5:00 p.m. on Friday, April 
29, 2022.  For more information on these 
scholarships, including application checklist 
and criteria please visit www.massport.com 
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By Cary Shuman

The Revere City Coun-
cil listened intently Mon-
day night as Brian Dakin, 
construction manager 
for the new Revere High 
School project, gave a de-
tailed presentation on all 
aspects of the project, from 
the timeline for design and 
construction, to the costs, 
and the three construction 
options on the table.

Dakin offered a slide 
presentation to comple-
ment his remarks. For the 
parents of schoolchildren 
watching at home, it had 
to be breathtaking to view 
the incredible plans for 
the potential $394 million 
project. State reimburse-
ment would be about $163 
million.

“This was an excel-

Staff Report 

Mayor Brian M. Arrigo 
announced Revere will ob-
serve Martin Luther King 
Day with “A Tribute to 
Martin Luther King Jr.”, a 
multi-faceted presentation 

is a collaboration between 
Revere Public Schools and 
the City’s Human Rights 
Commission that will fea-
ture music, discussion, 
and dynamic performance.

By John Lynds

Yesterday, voters in Re-
vere  and the rest of the 
First Suffolk & Middlesex 
district went to the polls 
and elected City Council-
or Lydia Edwards to serve 
as their next state senator. 
Once sworn in Edwards 
will become the first wom-
an and the first person of 
color to represent the dis-
trict.  

“I am grateful to the 
people of Boston, Cam-

bridge, Revere and Win-
throp for sending me to 
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TRASH 
DELAY

Due to the Martin Luther 
King Holiday on Monday 

January 17, 2022,
Trash will be delayed by 

one day
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Council hears 
presentation on 
new Revere High 
School project

Arrigo announces grant 
program to support local 

businesses and protect jobs

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 2

Revere residents will vote on new Regional high school project on Jan. 25

CHA RENAMES 
OBSTETRICS AND 
GYNECOLOGY 
CENTERS

Cambridge Health Al-
liance (CHA) Women’s 
Health Centers have a 
new name. All three cen-
ters in Cambridge, Somer-
ville and Revere are now 
called CHA Obstetrics 
and Gynecology Centers. 

CHA Obstetrics and 
Gynecology Centers fo-
cus on providing safe and 
equitable gynecological, 
reproductive health as 
well as prenatal and post-
natal care. “We care about 
all of our patients, every 
day,” said Kate Harney, 
MD, CHA’s chief of ob-
stetrics and gynecology. 

In 2021, CHA’s Labor, 
Delivery and Postpar-
tum services were named 
among the top 100 in the 
country by Newsweek 
magazine. This recogni-
tion, along with a Leap-
frog A grade and distin-
guished awards from the 

Looking for exceptional service?  If you are thinking of buying or selling call Jorge Betancur.  He has been a top selling agent in Revere for the past 5 years.  Put him to work for you TODAY!

Jorge Betancur
508.677.5570

Century 21 Mario Real Estate
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SCENES FROM THE FIRST SNOW OF THE YEAR

See EDWARDS Page 7

See KING Page 7

See HIGH SCHOOL Page 6

Shown above,  the public 
playground at the Susan 
B Anthony Complex was 
empty, filled with snow, 
instead of playful students 
Friday morning as Thursday 
evening’s storm continued 
to blanket the City Friday 
morning. 

Shown right, a resident 
awaits an Uber in the snow.
Shown below, early morning 
on Union Street as the snow 
starts to pile up.

Lydia Edwards becomes 
Senator-Elect Edwards 

following election

The Independent Newspaper Group 
Offices will be closed on

MONDAY, JANUARY 17
in observation of 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
JR. DAY

The office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18
Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

By Cary Shuman

Northeast Regional 
Vocational High School 
Committee member An-
thony Caggiano is urging 
Revere residents to vote 
on Jan. 25 in favor of the 
new high school project 
that is being planned for 
the current site in Wake-
field.

The referendum will be 
held on Tuesday, Jan. 25, 
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., at 
the St. Anthony’s Church 
bingo hall. New Elections 
Commissioner Paul Fahey 
will oversee the election in 
Revere. The other 11 com-
munities in the district will 
also be voting on Jan. 25.

“The vibes that [North-
east] Supt. David DiBarri 
and got from Mayor Brian 

Arrigo and city officials is 
that they seem very sup-
portive of the building of 
a new [Northeast] high 
school,” said Caggiano.

Caggiano said con-
struction costs for the new 
school would be $317 
million, of which the state 
reimbursement is $141 
million. He said that Re-
vere’s share of the project 
would be approximately 
$1.8 million per year for 
20 years.

“The new high school 
would be built on top of 
the hill on the Northeast 
campus where the football 
field [Breakheart Stadium] 
is,” said Caggiano. “Once 
construction is finished, 
the old school would be 
demolished. We would 
then build new athletic 

fields on the site of the old 
school.”

The new Northeast Re-
gional high school would 
have an enrollment of 
1,600 students, an increase 
from the current enroll-
ment of 1,300 students.

“Revere currently has 
the highest enrollment 

See NE VOKE Page 5

State Senator-Elect Lydia 
Edwards.

Staff Report

Mayor Brian M. Ar-
rigo and the Revere De-
partment of Planning and 
Community Develop-
ment (DPCD) announced 
$415,000 in Community 
Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) funding to es-
tablish a Microenterprise 

Grant Program. The pro-
gram is aimed at microen-
terprises and aims to help 
those small entrepreneurs 
as they withstand the con-
tinued pressures of operat-
ing in a COVID environ-
ment. Micro-enterprises 
are defined as businesses 

See GRANTS Page 5

City commemorates MLK Jr. 
with multi-faceted tribute

By John Lynds

It seems as though Win-
throp is not immune to the 

rising number of COVID 

cases that have affect-
ed neighboring cities and 

towns and some are reas-
sessing that bit of freedom 

we all enjoyed over the 

summer months. 
According to the Direc-

tor of the Winthrop Depart-
ment of Public Health & 

Clinical Services
Meredith Hurley, RN, 

MPH, the weekly positive 

test rate jumped 82 percent 

when comparing the week 

ending January 1 with the 

week ending December 25.
For the week ending 

January 1 3,386 Winthrop 

residents were tested for 

COVID and 15.8 percent 

were found to be positive. 

This was an 82 percent 

spike from the 8.7 percent 

that tested positive the 

week prior. 
Six percent more resi-

dents were tested for the vi-
rus during the week ending 

January 1 so it seems the 

Omnicron variant, which 

makes up nearly all new 

cases in the US, is spread-
ing rapidly through the 

town. 
The number of con-

firmed cases jumped from 

280 to 535 from Christmas 

By Laura Plummer

The Winthrop School 

Committee met on Jan. 10, 

where the dominant theme 

of the evening was the un-
precedented staff and stu-
dent absences in the district.

The meeting was the first 

to be attended by newly 

elected Town Council Pres. 

James Letterie and School 

Committee member Su-
zanne Leonard. They joined 

Chairwoman Jennifer Pow-
ell, Vice Chair Julie Barrie, 

and members Gus Martucci 

and Suzanne Swope.
Supt. Lisa Howard con-

gratulated and welcomed 

the committee’s new mem-
bers, calling it “an exciting 

time to start anew.”

COVID
In her usual COVID up-

date, Supt. Howard report-

ed a level of student and 

staff absences never before 

seen in the district. The 

town had predicted a spike 

due to holiday gatherings, 

especially with the Omi-
cron variant already on the 

rise, but nothing like this.
On Monday, Jan. 3, the 

district was missing 446 

students (almost a quarter 

of all enrolled) and 20 staff. 

While the student absences 

seemed to level off in the 

following days, the staff 

Staff Report

For Kids Only After-
school (FKO) received a 

$5,000 grant award from 

East Boston Savings Bank 

Charitable Foundation for 

FKO’s scholarship program 

to cover tuition costs for 

families in need.
“We are extremely grate-

ful for this generous grant 

which expanded access to 

safe afterschool and sum-
mer enrichment activities 

for Winthrop youth,” said 

Deborah Kneeland Keegan, 

FKO Executive Director. 

100% of grant funding was 

used to provide scholarship 

assistance that allows low 

and moderate income and 

at-risk school-aged youth 

from Winthrop access to 

quality out-of-school time 

enrichment.
FKO collaborates with 

Winthrop Public Schools 

and other community and 

government partners to 

design and provide out-
of-school-time (OST) ser-

vices that meet the needs 

of local youth. Through its 

longstanding contract with 

the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Early Education 

and Care, FKO provides 

low-income families with 

subsidized programming 

and through its contract 

with Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Family and Chil-
dren’s Services, provides 

Supportive Child Care ser-
vices for children at risk 

of abuse or neglect, living 

in foster care, or exposed 

to trauma. Together, these 

collaborations help FKO 

connect Winthrop youth to 

safe, healthy enrichment 

opportunities.
With this generous fund-

ing from the East Boston 

Savings Bank Charitable 

Foundation FKO will con-

Winthrop, MA 02152 | 617-846-9900

Check out our website;   cottagehillrealestate.com

Spacious 2 Bedroom for rent

Private porch, Beautiful neighborhood $2000
Offered by: Dan Clucas

Dan Clucas
(617) 548-7716

30 Cottage Park Rd. U130 Cottage Park Rd. U1
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37 HORACE ST.
EAST BOSTON

Now available at The ENZO – 1, 

2 & 3 bedrooms luxury condo 

units. Bosch stainless steel 

appliances, quartz countertops 

in-unit Electrolux washer & 

dryer, engineered hardwood 

floors and so much more. With 

prices ranging from $450,000-

$850,000 

24 GRAFTON AVE.
MILTON

Charming 4-bedroom single family 

home in one of the most beautiful 

tree-lined streets in East Milton. 

This home features 8 rooms, 1.5 

bathroom, 1 detached garage, off 

street parking for 4 cars and so 

many updates. $899,900

175 MAIN ST.  
WINTHROP

The work has been done the 

space is yours in this beautifully 

renovated single-family home 

on large corner lot! $725,000

Janice Stevens

617-877-6455

231 GLADSTONE ST. 
EAST BOSTON

Don’t miss this large 2 family 

home in the desirable Orient 

Heights Section of East Boston. 

This home features 15 rooms, 7 

bedrooms & 3 full bathrooms. 

Beautiful hardwood floors 

throughout and so many more 

updates. $899,900

178 COURT RD.
 WINTHROP

Picture perfect Colonial on one 

of the most sought-after street in 

town! $799,000

Call Erica Gore at 617-699-0227 

for more information

620 SHIRLEY ST. 
WINTHROP

This legal 3-family across 

the Street from the Ocean 

with fantastic views of the 

Harbor & Boston, featuring 12 

rooms, 6 bedrooms & 4 full 

bathrooms, 3 car parking and 

so much more has just been 

listed for $749,900

143 MORTON ST 
STOUGHTON

Open House Sat. 1/15 & 

Sun. 1/16 from 11-1 PM

Amazing corner oversized 

lot two-family home with 

abundant parking and two car 

garage! This home features 

10 rooms, 6 bedrooms & 3 

full bathrooms & so many 

updates. $629,900

NEW TO NEW TO 
MARKETMARKET

NEW TO NEW TO 
MARKETMARKET
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TOWN PROVIDES 
CLARIFICATION  
ON PROPERTY 
TAX BILLS

Interim Town Manager 

Terence Delehanty and the 

Town of Winthrop wish 

to provide residents with 

an update on property tax 

bills.
Due to a software er-

ror, third-quarter tax bills 

displayed a 2021 assessed 

value on tax bills rather 

than the 2022 values they 

should have displayed. 

However, the amount due 

listed on individual bills is 

correct.
The Town of Winthrop 

has engaged the Depart-
ment of Revenue’s Divi-
sion of Local Services re-
garding the error.

“We would like to apol-
ogize for any confusion 

caused by this error, and 

encourage residents to 

reach out if they have any 

questions,” Delehanty said. 

“However, they should 

rest assured that the listed 

As Omicron rages, 

WPS sees historic 

staff, student absences

www.winthropmktplace.com • 35 Revere St. Winthrop

HELP WANTED
WE ARE LOOKING FOR CASHIERS TO WORK A VARIETY OF SHIFTS 

INCLUDING DAYS, NIGHTS AND WEEKENDS. QUALIFIED CANDI-

DATES MUST POSSESS STRONG CUSTOMER SERVICE SKILLS, BE 

ABLE TO MULTITASK, AND HAVE A GREAT ATTENTION TO DETAIL. 

INQUIRE WITHIN. ASK FOR MARC OR CHRIS.
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FIRST SNOWFALL OF 2022

See BRIEFS Page 6

TRASH 
DELAY

Due to the Martin Luther 

King Holiday on Monday 
January 17, 2022,

Trash will be delayed by 
one day

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

FKO Afterschool awarded $5,000 grant towards 

scholarships for Winthrop families in need

See FKO Page 3

Shown above, Saint John’s 

Episcopal Church on 

Bowdoin Street may have 

showed signs of a wintery 

cold day on the outside, but 

all are warmly welcomed 

inside.

Shown right, Matteo Cantu 

was out with his dad Dane, 

building a snow castle.

Shown below, residents 

make their way Winthrop’s 

boat launching ramp for a 

boat ride. See more photos 

on Page 8.

Winthrop COVID 
cases on the rise
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By John Lynds 

The COVID 19 virus continues 
to spread across the North End 
and the surrounding area with 2 
out of every 10 residents tested for 
the virus last week turning out to 
be positive. Deaths from the virus 

are also rising at an alarming rate 
citywide as Boston hospitals deal 
with the latest surge. 

According to the weekly 
report released Monday by the 
Boston Public Health Commission 
(BPHC), 3,278     North End, 
Beacon Hill, Back Bay, West End 
and Downtown residents were 
tested and 22 percent were posi-
tive. This was a 46 percent increase 
from the 15.1 percent that tested 
positive between December 27 and 
January 3. The weekly positive test 
rate is up 127 percent in the area 
since December 27. 

Seven hundred twenty-one 
additional residents have been 
infected with the virus between 
January 3 and January 10 and the 
total number of cases in the area 
increased to 6,419 cases overall 
since the pandemic began.

(COVID Pg. 3)

Armenian Heritage Park on The Greenway has a special wishing tree where visitors can place a ribbon to make a wish. the park is near historic Faneuil Hall between Fanueil Hall Marketplace and the North End and Boston Harbor in front of the Mercantile Building.
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By John Lynds

Tuesday, voters in East Boston 
and the rest of the First Suffolk 
& Middlesex district went to the 
polls and elected City Councilor 
Lydia Edwards to serve as their 
next state senator. Once sworn 
in Edwards will become the first 
woman and the first person of 
color to represent the district.  

“I am grateful to the people 
of Boston, Cambridge, Revere 
and Winthrop for sending me 
to Beacon Hill to fight for our 
communities,” said Senator-Elect 
Edwards. “I know how to fight 
for what you believe in, build 
a movement and win, and I am 
looking forward to continuing the 
work in the state house. When 
in 2014 we passed the Domestic 
Workers Bill of Rights, we showed 
the world that nannies and house 
cleaners can write laws: they 
know as workers, as women, as 
immigrants and people of color, 
about the dignity they deserve and 

they know when our government 
needs to do more to guarantee 
their rights and wellbeing.”

Edwards continued, “Like so 
many in our communities, I know 
what it’s like to be unable to 
afford school lunch, to lose a job 
and panic about next month’s 

THE WISHING TREE

Senator-Elect Lydia Edwards.

(EDwarDs Pg. 11)

Area’s COVID positive 
test rate over 20 percent

Councilor Edwards is now 
Senator-Elect Edwards

Special to the Journal

The City of Lynn Planning De-

partment announces the member-

ship of the Vision Lynn Steering 

Committee, which will guide the 

community engagement for the 

City’s first ever comprehensive 

plan, Vision Lynn. The Commit-

tee’s 34 members will assist the 

Planning Department in design-

ing a robust, inclusive, year-long 

community conversation about 

Lynn’s future and ensuring the 

final document is consistent with 

the feedback collected. 
The Steering Committee is 

predominantly made up of com-

munity members, but will also be 

joined by two Councilors (to be 

announced) and Planning Board 

Chair Bob Stilian. Several rep-

resentatives from City staff will 

also participate, including Lynn 

Public Schools Superintendent 

Patrick Tutwiler, Director of 

Elder Services Christopher Go-

mez-Farewell, Diversity, Eq-

uity and Inclusion Coordinator 

Faustina Cuevas, and represen-

tatives from the Mayor’s Office, 

the Economic Development and 

Industrial Corporation/Lynn 

(EDIC/Lynn), and Lynn Hous-

ing Authority and Neighborhood 

Development (LHAND). A full 

list of Steering Committee mem-

bers is available below and on 

the project website, LynnInCom-

mon.com/Vision-Lynn.
The Steering Committee mem-

bers each bring rich connections 

to the community and unique 

perspectives. As a whole, the 

Committee speaks 11 languages 

and a majority identify as people 

of color. There are also repre-

sentatives who are foreign-born, 

lifelong Lynners, members of the 

LGBQTIA+ community, par-

ents, elders, youth, and residents 

of each ward.
Establishing the Steering 

Committee is the first major step 

in the creation of Lynn’s first 

comprehensive plan, which was 

a key priority for Former Mayor 

Thomas McGee from the begin-

ning of his administration. “We 

have been able to put together a 

diverse, talented Steering Com-

mittee with deep community 
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MARIO REAL ESTATE
SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!

We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 

Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 

C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!WINTHROP - RENT

For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 

Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 

#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-

ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 

finished basement, C/
AC, Deck with IG 

Pool Extremely well 
maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 

1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.

 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 

Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 

Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service

CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 

will be delayed by one day.

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 

OPEN
Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 

Energy and Environmental 

Affairs has approved a $1.5 

million grant regarding the 

development of the Northern 

Strand Community Trail led 

by a Revere on the Move part-

ner organization, Bike to the 

Sea. 
Revere has a one-mile 

stretch in North Revere. The 

Northern Strand Community 

Trail has been in development 

for over 20 years. The North 

Revere segment is a major 

part in the project that creates 

a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 

running from West Everett, 

through Malden and Revere 

to the Saugus River and soon 

into Lynn. The North Revere 

segment allows users to en-

joy spectacular views of the 

Rumney Marsh. 
The funding, awarded 

through the Executive Office 

of Energy and Environmental 

Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 

Parks Program, enables the 

design of the trail, develop-

ment of bid-ready construc-

tion documents, and receipt 

of all necessary construction 

permits. When completed, the 

trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 

& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 

Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 

Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 

Route 1 have put up with the 

noise from millions of cars, 

and now some city councillors 

want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 

install barriers along Route 1 

between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 

Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 

Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 

Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 

last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 

tried to get barriers installed 

in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 

granted sound barriers.
Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-

voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 

1 installed along a new ball 

field.
“It’s a quality-of-life is-

sue,” he said.
Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 

for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 

community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 

the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 

Force; and this time, these 

ideas are going to become a 

reality.
Every year a group of Re-

vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 

select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 

through the community-led 

organizations, Revere on the 

Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 

Task Force and Revere on the 

Move are initiatives of the 

MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 

is additionally co-led by the 

Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 

was awarded to fund ideas to 

make Revere a healthier place 

to work, to play, and to raise 

a family. The Revere on the 

Move mini-grant program 

offered $10,605 in funding 

for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 

youth-led projects that would 

help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 

The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 

reduce youth substance use, 

improve their mental health, 

and increase opportunities for 

positive youth engagement.
In addition to the mini-

grants already funded, Revere 

on the Move has extended 

their permanent change and 

program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 

Up to $1,395 is available for 

ideas that make it easier to 

eat healthy and be active for 

all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 

awarded $500,000 to nine 

projects through the Urban 

Agenda Grant Program. The 

Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 

was one group given $50,000 

in funding to help establish 

workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 

created jobs.
Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 

with Housing and Economic 

Development Secretary Jay 

Ash came to Revere City Hall 

to present the check to the 

Neighborhood Developers.
“Our administration under-

stands the importance of local 

leadership and its impact on 

the lives of residents,” said 

Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 

“The Urban Agenda Grant 

Program relies on the strong 

partnerships between local 

government, non-profits and 

the business community that 

are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 

stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 

economic and employment 

base by utilizing large-scale 

and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 

plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 

and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 

partnership-building, problem 

solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 

competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 

that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 

economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 

fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 

Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 

Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 

Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-

ket in 2017 was definitely a 

good one with higher prices 

for homes than in 2016, but 

a drop in the number of new 

listings, making home-buying 

an adventure.
“These are the highest pric-

es we’ve seen in the last eight 

years,” said Maureen Celata, 

owner/broker of MCelata Real 

Estate. “And 2018 is going to 

be another banner year. Inven-

tory is low now, but everyone 

is looking to the spring.”
According to figures from 

the Massachusetts Associa-

tion of Realtors, the median 

sales prices was $376,250, 

a 4.9 increase over prices in 

2016.
Homes also were also on 

the market 41 days, a 26.8 

percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 

10.8 percent down from 297 

in 2016. The good news for 

sellers is that the original list-

ing price was matched 100 

percent of the time.
The condominium mar-

ket saw similar trends with 

the median sales price at 

$315,000, up 16.7 percent 

over 2016. Days on the mar-

ket also dropped from 67 in 

2016 to 47 days on the market
“Inventory is low now and 

everyone is looking toward 

the spring,” Celata said
The rental market is also 

strong with rents ranging from 

$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 

that if someone is paying big 

rent they just might be capable 

of buying and taking advan-

tage of first-time homebuyers 

programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 

to be in real estate,” said Joe 

Mario of Century 21 Ma-

rio Real Estate. “There’s a 

lot of confidence and equity 

in homes. For 35 years now 

it’s been positive. Now is the 

time to sell. Revere is getting 

the overflow from the Boston 

market and people are moving 

to Revere.
Mario said Revere is desir-

able because of its proximity 

to Boston, and it’s a hidden 

gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 

to the spring market, drawing 

from Boston and surrounding 

communities. He added that 

the Revere School system is 

also a draw for buyers.
“It all adds to the future 

growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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MARIO REAL ESTATE
SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!

We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 

Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 

C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!WINTHROP - RENT

For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 

Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 

#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-

ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 

finished basement, C/
AC, Deck with IG 

Pool Extremely well 
maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 

1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.

 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 

Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 

Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service

CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 

will be delayed by one day.

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 

OPEN
Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 

Energy and Environmental 

Affairs has approved a $1.5 

million grant regarding the 

development of the Northern 

Strand Community Trail led 

by a Revere on the Move part-

ner organization, Bike to the 

Sea. 
Revere has a one-mile 

stretch in North Revere. The 

Northern Strand Community 

Trail has been in development 

for over 20 years. The North 

Revere segment is a major 

part in the project that creates 

a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 

running from West Everett, 

through Malden and Revere 

to the Saugus River and soon 

into Lynn. The North Revere 

segment allows users to en-

joy spectacular views of the 

Rumney Marsh. 
The funding, awarded 

through the Executive Office 

of Energy and Environmental 

Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 

Parks Program, enables the 

design of the trail, develop-

ment of bid-ready construc-

tion documents, and receipt 

of all necessary construction 

permits. When completed, the 

trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 

& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 

Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 

Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 

Route 1 have put up with the 

noise from millions of cars, 

and now some city councillors 

want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 

install barriers along Route 1 

between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 

Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 

Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 

Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 

last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 

tried to get barriers installed 

in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 

granted sound barriers.
Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-

voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 

1 installed along a new ball 

field.
“It’s a quality-of-life is-

sue,” he said.
Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 

for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 

community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 

the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 

Force; and this time, these 

ideas are going to become a 

reality.
Every year a group of Re-

vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 

select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 

through the community-led 

organizations, Revere on the 

Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 

Task Force and Revere on the 

Move are initiatives of the 

MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 

is additionally co-led by the 

Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 

was awarded to fund ideas to 

make Revere a healthier place 

to work, to play, and to raise 

a family. The Revere on the 

Move mini-grant program 

offered $10,605 in funding 

for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 

youth-led projects that would 

help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 

The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 

reduce youth substance use, 

improve their mental health, 

and increase opportunities for 

positive youth engagement.
In addition to the mini-

grants already funded, Revere 

on the Move has extended 

their permanent change and 

program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 

Up to $1,395 is available for 

ideas that make it easier to 

eat healthy and be active for 

all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 

awarded $500,000 to nine 

projects through the Urban 

Agenda Grant Program. The 

Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 

was one group given $50,000 

in funding to help establish 

workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 

created jobs.
Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 

with Housing and Economic 

Development Secretary Jay 

Ash came to Revere City Hall 

to present the check to the 

Neighborhood Developers.
“Our administration under-

stands the importance of local 

leadership and its impact on 

the lives of residents,” said 

Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 

“The Urban Agenda Grant 

Program relies on the strong 

partnerships between local 

government, non-profits and 

the business community that 

are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 

stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 

economic and employment 

base by utilizing large-scale 

and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 

plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 

and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 

partnership-building, problem 

solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 

competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 

that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 

economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 

fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 

Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 

Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 

Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-

ket in 2017 was definitely a 

good one with higher prices 

for homes than in 2016, but 

a drop in the number of new 

listings, making home-buying 

an adventure.
“These are the highest pric-

es we’ve seen in the last eight 

years,” said Maureen Celata, 

owner/broker of MCelata Real 

Estate. “And 2018 is going to 

be another banner year. Inven-

tory is low now, but everyone 

is looking to the spring.”
According to figures from 

the Massachusetts Associa-

tion of Realtors, the median 

sales prices was $376,250, 

a 4.9 increase over prices in 

2016.
Homes also were also on 

the market 41 days, a 26.8 

percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 

10.8 percent down from 297 

in 2016. The good news for 

sellers is that the original list-

ing price was matched 100 

percent of the time.
The condominium mar-

ket saw similar trends with 

the median sales price at 

$315,000, up 16.7 percent 

over 2016. Days on the mar-

ket also dropped from 67 in 

2016 to 47 days on the market
“Inventory is low now and 

everyone is looking toward 

the spring,” Celata said
The rental market is also 

strong with rents ranging from 

$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 

that if someone is paying big 

rent they just might be capable 

of buying and taking advan-

tage of first-time homebuyers 

programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 

to be in real estate,” said Joe 

Mario of Century 21 Ma-

rio Real Estate. “There’s a 

lot of confidence and equity 

in homes. For 35 years now 

it’s been positive. Now is the 

time to sell. Revere is getting 

the overflow from the Boston 

market and people are moving 

to Revere.
Mario said Revere is desir-

able because of its proximity 

to Boston, and it’s a hidden 

gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 

to the spring market, drawing 

from Boston and surrounding 

communities. He added that 

the Revere School system is 

also a draw for buyers.
“It all adds to the future 

growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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The Independent Newspaper Group 

Offices will be closed on

MONDAY, JANUARY 17

in observation of 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, 

JR. DAY
The office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18

Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

GRAND OPENING

Official Ribbon Cutting Ceremony at Rincon Macorisano with State Rep. Peter Capano, Ward 3 Councilor 

Coco Alinsug, Mayor Jared Nicholson, NSLBA President Frances Martinez, and Rincon owners, Teresa and 

Basilio Encarnacion. See Page 5 for more photos.

City announces Vision Lynn Steering Committee

Please see COMMITTEE Page 3

By Cary Shuman

Michelle Roach of Lynn, 

head coach of the Peabody 

High School girls hockey team, 

has been selected as the MIAA 

Coach of the Year for the 2020-

21 season.
“It’s quite the honor to re-

ceive,” Roach humbly told the 

Lynn Journal this week.
Roach is an alumna of St. 

Mary’s High School where she 

was the captain of the first-ever 

girls hockey team in the 2001-

02 season. She also served as 

an assistant hockey coach at St. 

Mary’s and was inducted into the 

St. Mary’s Varsity Club Hall of 

Fame in 2016.
St. Mary’s Director of Athlet-

ics Jeff Newhall congratulated 

his fellow alumnus on receiving 

the esteemed statewide honor.
“We in the St. Mary’s com-

munity congratulate Michelle on 

receiving this prestigious award 

from the MIAA,” said Newhall. 

“Michelle was an outstanding 

player and assistant coach in our 

girls hockey program and con-

tinues to be a great role model 

for student-athletes. We wish her 

continued success in her profes-

sional career and coaching en-

deavors.”
Following her outstanding ca-

reer at St. Mary’s, Roach went 

on to play three seasons in the 

St. Michael’s College women’s 

Michelle Roach named 

MIAA Girls Hockey 
Coach of the Year

Please see ROACH  Page 7

Michelle Roach.

By Lauren Bennett

The Jamaica Plain Neighbor-
hood Council (JPNC) met virtu-
ally on January 11 for a make-up 
December meeting, as there was 
not a quorum of council members 
to hold a meeting in December.

The Council first heard a pre-
sentation from the team at SEED, 

the cannabis dispensary at 401A 
Centre St., which requested a 
change in closing hours as well 
as the removal of language about 
a shared valet

SEED Chief of Staff Tomas 
Gonzalez, as well as CEO April 
Arrasate were on hand to present 
the proposal and address com-
ments and questions.

Arrasate said that SEED’s 
current hours are 11am to 8pm 
but their original proposal was 
for 10am to 10pm, so that is what 
they are proposing now. 

“We are trying to get in line 
with our competitors,” Arrasate 
said, adding that they believe the 
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Showing you...the way home in JP for decades.

Continued on page 4

By Laura PLummer

On Thursday, Jan. 6, District 
E13 of the Boston Police De-
partment (BPD) hosted its first 
virtual police and community 
relations meeting of 2022. The 
monthly meeting, which is car-
ried out virtually over Zoom, is 
an opportunity for members of 
the public to learn about local 
crime and ask questions of law 

enforcement.
At every meeting, Sgt. John 

Dougherty provides Part One 
crime data assembled by the Bos-
ton Regional Intelligence Center. 
Part One crimes are the most se-
rious, and don’t include offenses 
like vandalism, drug dealing or 
possession of firearms.

Overall crime in Boston de-

autor: Laura PLummer

El jueves 6 de enero, el Dis-
trito E13 del Departamento de 
Policía de Boston (BPD) organizó 
su primera reunión virtual de rel-
aciones comunitarias y policiales 
de 2022. La reunión mensual, que 
se lleva a cabo virtualmente a 
través de Zoom, es una oportuni-
dad para que los miembros del 
público aprendan sobre el crimen 

local y hagan preguntas sobre la 
aplicación de la ley.

En cada reunión, el Sgto. John 
Dougherty proporciona datos so-
bre delitos de la Parte Uno re-
unidos por el Centro Regional 
de Inteligencia de Boston. Los 
delitos de la Parte Uno son los 
más graves y no incluyen el van-
dalismo, el tráfico de drogas o la 

JP UNDER SNOW

Snow fell on JP last Friday and 
many residents enjoyed their 
time outside  around Jamaica 
Pond (above) or fighting the 
cold with some hot coffee, 
(right) and, of course,  playing 
in the snow as can be seen on 
Pages 4 and 5. 

JPNC discusses requests from SEED dispensary
La delincuencia disminuyó un 32 por ciento

Crime in JP down 32 percent in 2021

Continued on page 3

Continued on page 3

By John Lynds

Mayor Michelle Wu announced 
this month the City of Boston, 
in collaboration with the Core 
Empowerment Social Justice 
Cannabis Museum in Jamaica 
Plain, will offer a series of free 
introductory informational ses-
sions beginning Tuesday, Janu-
ary 18 on the cannabis industry 
and entrepreneurship for those 
who intend to operate a cannabis 
business in the City of Boston. 

Wu said the objective of these 
January sessions is to increase 
the number of equity owned 
cannabis business licensees and 
applicants in the City of Boston. 

“As we build a cannabis in-

dustry in our City, it’s crucial to 
uplift the communities that have 
lived the harms of previous mar-
ijuana laws and enforcement,” 
said Mayor Michelle Wu. “I en-
courage all interested entrepre-
neurs to use these resources to 
ensure equitable growth for this 
emerging industry.”

In November of 2019, the City 
of Boston passed an “Ordinance 
Establishing Equitable Regula-
tion of the Cannabis Industry,” 
which requires the development 
of procedures and policies that 
encourage participation in the 
regulated cannabis industry by 
communities that have been dis-

City, JP Cannabis Museum 
offering informational sessions

Continued on page 2

Staff Report

Bishop Robert Brown, 
Senior Pastor of Zion 
Church Ministries’ 17th 
Annual Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Schol-
arship Breakfast, sched-
uled for Monday, Jan. 17, 
2022, has been canceled 
due to the recent outbreak 
of COVID-19 cases in the 
area.

The breakfast in honor 
of the Rev. Dr. King, the 
outstanding civil rights 
leader and orator, had 
been planned for Monday 
morning at the Edward G. 
Connelly Center.

“We decided to cancel 
the breakfast because of 
the COVID situation,” 
Bishop Brown said Tues-
day. “The COVID cases 
just kept going up and 

people were getting ner-
vous, and I can understand 
that. We are going to try to 
do an event virtually, like-
ly on the following Sun-
day [Jan. 23]. 

Bishop Brown said the 
MLK Breakfast was can-
celed for the second year 
in a row due to COVID. 
The last Zion Ministries’ 
MLK Breakfast was held 
in January, 2020.

Special to the Independent

Law Enforcement Lead-
ers to Reduce Crime and 
Incarceration (LEL) has 
announced that Middlesex 
Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian 
– a founding member – has 
joined the group’s execu-
tive board.

LEL was established in 
2015 with a goal of iden-
tifying and implementing 
solutions to reduce both 
crime and incarceration 
through a focus on four 
primary areas including in-
creasing alternatives to ar-
rest and prosecution (espe-
cially for mental health and 
drug treatment); strength-
ening community-law en-
forcement ties; reforming 
mandatory minimums; and 
restoring balance to crimi-
nal laws.

LEL is comprised of 
over 200 current and for-
mer police chiefs, sheriffs, 
federal and state prosecu-
tors, attorneys general and 
correctional officials from 

all 50 states.
“At the Middlesex Sher-

iff’s Office, we work side-
by-side with community 
leaders and local organi-
zations as well as our state 
and federal partners to en-
hance public safety through 
innovative and cutting-edge 
data-driven initiatives,” 
said Sheriff Koutoujian.  
“I am honored to join Law 
Enforcement Leaders as an 
executive board member. I 
look forward to highlight-
ing not only the work we 
are doing at the MSO, but 

lifting up the efforts of our 
colleagues across the nation 
to enhance public safety, 
strengthen police-commu-
nity relations and improve 
outcomes for justice-in-
volved individuals and their 
families.”

Sheriff Koutoujian, re-
tired Seattle Police Chief 
Carmen Best and current 
Ramsey County (MN) At-
torney John J. Choi join 
current executive board 
members including former 
Boston Police Commis-
sioner Kathleen O’Toole to 
form the new board.

“Law Enforcement 
Leaders is thrilled to wel-
come three new members—
Sheriff Peter Koutoujian, 

Chief Carmen Best (Ret.), 
and Ramsey County Attor-
ney John J. Choi—to the 
Executive Board,” said Ex-
ecutive Director Ronal Ser-
pas.  “Each member brings 
a unique law enforcement 
perspective and will draw 
from decades of experience 
and leadership in their re-
spective fields. Together, 
they will strengthen the 
Board and spearhead LEL 
as it seeks to fulfill its mis-
sion to reduce crime and 
mass incarceration.”

To learn more about Law 
Enforcement Leaders to 
Reduce Crime & Incarcera-
tion, its goals and members, 
please visit lawenforce-
mentleaders.org.
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EVERETT IN THE SNOW

The signs says Welcome to Everett, it wasn’t meant for the snow last Friday. See page 8 for more snow photos.

Not many bike rentals last Friday.

The monument of Lt. 

Joseph Wehner WWI U.S. 

Army watches over Everett 

as the snow falls last Friday 

morning.

Shoveling snow is a ritual in New England, everyone can do 

without.

Everett residents clearing their vehicles off early on Friday 

to begin the day.

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 

King Breakfast is 
canceled due to COVID

Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian joins Executive Board of Law 

Enforcement Leaders to Reduce Crime and Incarceration

Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian.
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By Stephen Quigley

The recently-inaugurat-
ed City Council was ready 
to start its business for the 
New Year with all council-
ors present at the January 
10 meeting.

The problem of the 
growing number of tents 
and homeless encamp-
ments near Santilli Circle 
had the councilors more 
than a little concerned.

Ward 3 Councilor An-
thony DiPierro, one of the 
sponsors of a motion ask-
ing representatives from 
the city’s Inspectional 
Services Dept. (ISD) and 
from the Police Dept. to 
come to the council to dis-
cuss the issue, cautioned 
his fellow members that 
this encampment was near 
a school and “it could get 
worse.”

Ward 1 Councilor 
Wayne Matewsky echoed 
this concern, recalling the 
fire last year at the en-
campment area and noting 
that the encampment is 
just down the street from 
the $3 billion dollar casi-
no. 

“We cannot just throw 
them out, but we have to 
do something,” said Coun-
cilor at Large Richard 
Dell Isola, adding that he 
and his son have brought 
down supplies for those 
living there. “They are on 
state property, but this is 
our city.”

The council then voted 
to refer the motion to the 
Public Safety Committee 
and requested representa-
tives from the ISD and the 
Police Dept. to appear.

The controversial mat-

ter of compensation and 
longevity pay for the of-
fice of the mayor once 
again was discussed by 
the council.

Ward 2 Councilor 
Stephanie Martins spon-
sored a motion that the 
issue be discussed at a 
special meeting of the 
council, which is formally 
known as a Committee of 
the Whole.

“We should put politics 
aside and talk about the 
compensation of the office 
of mayor now and in the 
future,” said Martins, who 
added that at this meeting 
all compensation should 
be discussed, as well as 
taking into consideration 
the compensations of 
mayors and city managers 
in other communities.

“I have no problem 
with the salary of the may-
or, but with the longevity 
section,” said Councilor at 
Large Michael Marchese, 
who voiced the view that 
the issue does not need 
a special meeting of the 
Committee of the Whole, 
but should be discussed 
right now.

However, Martins 
countered by stating that 
a special meeting would 
be beneficial and will pro-
vide an opportunity for the 
council to go into depth on 
the question since there 
will be no other matters 
before the councilors.

“This issue has been 
kicked around,” said 
Matewsky, who also noted 
that whatever the council 
does, the new regulations 
will not take effect for 

Everett City Council 
addresses homeless 
encampment

See COUNCIL Page 2

vironments. In addition to 
Colombia’s vibrant cul-
ture, colors, sounds and 
dense natural scenery. For 
this mural at Ashley and 
Boardman, Ortiz took both 
of these factors and put 
them down taking nature’s 
elements from Eastie.

This is not the first 
time Redgate has com-
missioned local artists 
for work in the commu-
nity. The developer hired 
cross-medium artist Mia 
Cross also created a dra-

matic interior painting 
which is the signature 
feature of Addison Street 
project’s lobby.  

Cross, a Boston-based 
artist who is originally 
from Framingham – has 
been featured in numer-
ous galleries and exhibits 
throughout New England 
and New York, and her 
work lives in private col-
lections throughout Eu-
rope and the United States. 
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By John Lynds

Anyone who lives in 
Orient Heights knows the 
area near the Marty Pino 
Community Center where 
Ashley Street dumps out 
onto Boardman can be a 
dangerous area for pedes-
trians and motorists. 

With a community cen-
ter and neighboring Noyes 
Park hosting hundreds of 
children each week once 
the weather gets warm 
the city has heard enough 
complaints about the in-
tersection to begin trying 
something different. 

Since last March the 
Boston Transportation 
Department has deployed 

a host of different traffic 
calming measures includ-
ing installing permanent 
traffic cones to demon-
strate the city’s plan to 
transform the triangular 
intersection into a more 
user friendly area for mo-
torists and pedestrians. 

Recently, Redgate, the 
developers of the 230-unit 
apartment community on 
Addison Street, teamed 
up with the City of Bos-
ton’s Tactical Urbanism 
Initiative to create a safer 
intersection at Ashley and 
Boardman streets.

Redgate commissioned 
celebrated Colombian art-
ist Felipe Ortiz to turn the 
portion of the troubled in-

tersection within the traf-
fic cones into a work of 
art. 

Ortiz’s now completed 
mural incorporates imag-
ery of native wildlife from 
Belle Isle Marsh into a 
public art piece for all to 
enjoy while drawing atten-
tion to the traffic calming 
measures that have been 
deployed by the city. 

The commissioning of 
Ortiz was part of a com-
munity benefits mitigation 
package in connection 
with Redgate’s Addison 
Street project and was 
funded through the Addi-
son project in collabora-
tion with the tactical ur-
banism initiative 

“The place we have 
created at Addison is very 
welcoming and hopefully 
inspiring to the artist com-
munity, and these won-
derful pieces of public art 
reflect that idea,” said Da-
mian Szary, a Principal at 
Redgate. “Felipe’s street 
mural not only has created 
great beauty for all of East 
Boston to appreciate, but it 
will actually contribute to 
improved public safety at 
the Ashley and Boardman 
intersection.”

Ortiz’s unique murals 
are a fusion of artistic 
themes representing the 
urban scenery from the 
U.S., its vast landscape, 
and fast-paced urban en-

Celebrated Colombian artist Felipe Ortiz turns Eastie intersection into work of art

This aerial view shows how celebrated Colombian artist Felipe Ortiz turned the intersection at Ashley and Boardman Streets into a work of art. 

By John Lynds

Last week the Boston 
Licensing Board approved 
plans for a new ‘pan-Latin’ 
restaurant on the corner of 
Border and Decatur Street 
inside a commercial space 
created by NOAH (East 
Boston Neighborhood of 
Affordable Housing) as 
part of its Coppersmith 
Village project. 

According to the pro-
posal before the Licensing 
Board last week, Pearl & 
Lime Restaurant, which 
will be managed and part-
ly owned  by lifelong East-
ie resident Vanik Hacopi-
an, plans to obtain a seven 
day all alcoholic license 
for the planned 3,626 
square foot restaurant. At-
torney Andrew Upton told 
the board his clients plan 
to create 3,071 square feet 
inside and an additional 
555 square foot season-
al outdoor patio with 40 
seats. Upton said the patio 
would close by 10 a.m. but 
the indoor portion of the 
restaurant would remain 
open until 1 a.m. 

“Pearl and Lime is a 
fresh pan-Latin concept 
with neighborhood price 
points and a commit-

ment to being part of the 
community,” said Upton. 
“Fresh food and a com-
fortable modern atmo-
sphere and decor will be 
the calling cards of this 
new neighborhood restau-
rant. The character and 
fitness of this applicant 
is clear. This is the team 
that’s behind Pearl and 
Lime in Quincy and are 
a family friendly, fresh 
pan-Latin concept that has 
become a neighborhood 
fixture and has had no vio-
lations or complaints from 
their neighbors. They’ve 
proven this concept and 
are excited about this East 
Boston location. Further 
their landlord, NOAH, has 
chosen this team due to 
their sensitivity to the res-
idents, the neighbors and 
the community.”

The planned restaurant 
approved last week re-
ceived support from City 
Councilor Lydia Edwards 
and Rep. Adrian Madaro 
as well as the Maverick 
Square Neighborhood As-
sociation (MSNA). 

By John Lynds

Yesterday, voters in 
East Boston and the rest 
of the First Suffolk & 
Middlesex district went to 
the polls and elected City 
Councilor Lydia Edwards 
to serve as their next state 
senator. Once sworn in 
Edwards will become the 
first woman and the first 
person of color to repre-
sent the district.  

“I am grateful to the 
people of Boston, Cam-
bridge, Revere and Win-
throp for sending me to 
Beacon Hill to fight for 
our communities,” said 
Senator-Elect Edwards. 
“I know how to fight for 
what you believe in, build 
a movement and win, and 
I am looking forward to 
continuing the work in the 
state house. When in 2014 
we passed the Domestic 
Workers Bill of Rights, 
we showed the world that 
nannies and house clean-
ers can write laws: they 
know as workers, as wom-
en, as immigrants and 
people of color, about the 

dignity they deserve and 
they know when our gov-
ernment needs to do more 
to guarantee their rights 

and wellbeing.”
Edwards continued, 

“Like so many in our 
communities, I know what 

it’s like to be unable to af-
ford school lunch, to lose 
a job and panic about next 
month’s rent, to live each 
day breathing in air pol-
lution and to worry about 
tomorrow as the sea levels 
continue to rise. Together, 
with our pain and purpose, 
we will fight for laws and 
the social conditions that 
protect people, communi-
ties and our planet. I am 
excited for the journey 
ahead.”

The election took place 
across the district during 
Tuesday’s frigid state gen-
eral election and included 
Wards and Precincts in 
Eastie, Revere, Witnrh-
jtop, the North End, Bea-
con Hill, Bay Village, 
Chinatown, the South End 
and Cambridgeport. With 
no Republican challenger 
on the ballot Edwards’s 
win was all but guaranteed 
Tuesday. 

Edwards defeated Re-
vere School Committee 
member Anthony D’Am-
brosio during the Decem-

City Councilor Edwards becomes Senator-elect Edwards
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Boston Licensing Board 
approves new restaurant
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Eastie resident Vanik 
Hacopian talks about his 
new restaurant concept at 
last week’s Licensing Board 
hearing.

Senator-Elect Lydia Edwards.

By Cary Shuman

The Rev. Patrick Fran-
cis Healy, the beloved 
chaplain of the Chelsea 
Soldiers’ Home for several 
years, died Wednesday at 
Cambridge Hospital. He 
was 100 years old.

The Rev. Healy grew up 
in Charlestown and gradu-
ated from Boston English 
in 1939. He served in the 
United States Armed Forc-
es for 23 years, with stops 
in Japan, Germany, South 
Korea, and two tours of 
duty in Vietnam. He was 
the recipient of three 
Bronze Stars and the ‘V’ Device for heroism and 

valor.
Mr. Healy was ordained 

to the priesthood on June 
2, 1947, one day after his 
26th birthday. He served as 
the chaplain of the Chelsea 
Soldiers’ Home for more 
than two decades, becom-
ing a source of inspiration 
for his fellow veterans 
who were residents of the 
Soldiers’ Home. He pre-

By Adam Swift

Even as vaccination 
rates have topped 80 per-
cent in the city and the 
pandemic nears the two-
year mark, Covid-19 con-
tinues to leave its mark 
in Chelsea and across the 
country.

Recently, City Manager 
Tom Ambrosino provided 
an update to residents on 
new Covid-19 procedures 
and what they can con-
tinue to do to keep them-
selves and their family 
and neighbors safe.

“We are in the midst of 
a surge of the new highly 
transmissible, but less se-
vere Omicron variant of 
the Covid-19 virus,” said 
Ambrosino. “The Centers 
for Disease Control and 
the Massachusetts De-
partment of Public Health 
have adopted new rules to 

address this variant and 
to allow the public to end 
isolation and quarantine 
and allow people to re-
turn to the workplace in a 
quicker fashion. In many 
cases, these rules are more 
lenient and less dependent 
upon testing and far more 
accommodating to people 
who are fully vaccinated 
with the available booster 
shot.”

Ambrosino said every-
one is strongly encour-
aged to get vaccinated 
and receive the available 
boosters as soon as they 
are eligible.

The new state and na-
tional guidelines, he said, 
fall into three categories.

The first is for those 
who test positive for 
Covid. Ambrosino said 
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By Adam Swift

The city’s ARPA Com-
munity Advisory Com-
mittee should have rec-
ommendations on how 
Chelsea can best spend 
$15 million in federal re-
lief funds by the end of the 
winter.

“The ARPA Commit-
tee, following the holi-
days, will be resuming its 
meetings and will help 
determine how best to 
spend about $15 million in 
funds provided to the city 
by the federal government 
in the American Rescue 
Plan Act of 2021 after get-
ting information from the 
community over the past 

few months and over the 
next two months,” said 
City Manager Thomas 
Ambrosino. “The com-
mittee is expected to make 
recommendations to the 
city about the best way to 
spend the money, proba-
bly some time toward the 
end of February or early 
March.”

The 20-member com-
mittee is tasked with mak-
ing recommendations for 
spending approximately 
$15 million of the $40 in 
ARPA funds and began 
meeting last September.

The specific organiza-
tions that get the money 

By Adam Swift

The City Council and 
School Committee will 
meet on Monday, Feb. 7 
to select two new School 
Committee members.

The vacant seats are in 
Districts 4 and 5. In Dis-
trict 4, there was no can-
didate on the ballot for 

the municipal election in 
November, and no write-
in candidates garnered the 
necessary number of votes 
to be declared the winner.

In District 5, incumbent 
School Committee mem-
ber Henry Wilson, who is 
facing legal issues, was on 
the ballot, but declined to 
take the seat, according to 

City Solicitor Cheryl Wat-
son-Fisher.

There were also no 
candidates on the ballot 
in District 3, but former 
District 3 City Councillor 
Naomi Zabot mounted a 
successful write-in cam-
paign to take the seat.

Anyone who lives in 
District 4 or 5 (as deter-

mined by the district lines 
in the 2021 election) can 
drop off a resume in the 
City Council or school 
administration offices or 
email fmelara@chelsea-
ma.gov or vdyer-medi-
na@chelseama.gov. The 
deadline for applications 
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CHELSEA IN THE SNOW

Chelsea Square was deserted during the snowfall on Friday. See page 5 for more snow scenes.

Friday morning Chelsea residents awoke to the task of 

cleaning snow off their cars to start the day. Chelsea City Hall covered with the first snow fall of 2022.

City Manager gives update 

on latest Covid procedures

Committee nearing decision 

on use of federal relief funds

School Committee member candidates wanted

Staff Report

The Chelsea Record 
interviewed GreenRoots’ 
dynamic executive direc-
tor, Roseann Bongiovanni, 
about the organization’s 
work in 2021 and its goals 
for 2022.

GreenRoots is a com-
munity-based organization 
dedicated to improving 
and enhancing the urban 
environment and public 
health in Chelsea and sur-
rounding communities.

Following are Green-
Roots Executive Director 

Roseann Bongiovanni’s 
responses:

In respect to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
was it a challenging year 
for GreenRoots?

 Yes, 2021 continued to 
be a challenging year for 
GreenRoots as it was for 
the whole city.  But we did 
see hope and celebration 
in a way that we did not 
in 2020.  Throughout this 
past year, we continued to 
support the City’s emer-
gency food distribution 
hub with the purchase of 
supplies and equipment to 
run their facility; we pro-
vided Chelsea residents 
with cash assistance for 
COVID-related needs; and 
our Health Equity Corps 
and Vaccine Ambassadors 

worked diligently to get 
Chelsea folks vaccinated.  
Together with the Chelsea 
Black Community, La Co-
laborativa and the City of 
Chelsea, our multi-lingual, 
intergenerational vaccine 
ambassadors helped to get 
our vaccination rates well 
over 85%.  This is some-
thing we all are incredibly 
proud of. 

 In addition to our 
COVID-related work, 
we are celebrating some 
major victories this year 

An interview with GreenRoots Executive Director Roseann Bongiovanni

Roseann Bongiovanni.
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The Rev. Patrick Francis Healy, 

beloved chaplain at Soldiers’ 

Home, passes away at 100

See HEALY  Page 2

The Rev. Patrick Healy 

(right) listens as Eugene 

O’Flaherty reads a proc-

lamation honoring the 

Rev. Healy’s outstanding 

service to the Chelsea 

Soldiers’ Home where he 

served as chaplain.

Special to the Patriot-Bridge

Just a few weeks ago, 
Dr. Thomas Mulroy, 38, of 
Charlestown, was in Chiclayo, 
Peru, where he cared for indige-
nous residents in a makeshift clinic 
in an abandoned warehouse with-
out modern tools or electricity.  
Making the best of rudimentary 
resources, he and his team pushed 
three chairs together to form an 
exam table and used a flashlight 

app and college-level Spanish to 
provide expert medical care to 
local patients, many of whom are 
migrant workers and families of 
the remote villages in Central and 
South America.  Seeing firsthand 
the disparities in healthcare access 
and technology in non-industrial-
ized countries has inspired the pri-
mary care sports medicine doctor 
to do more.

“The nearest hospital for most 
people is hours away and only 

accessible if they are lucky enough 
to have transportation,” says Dr. 
Mulroy, a North Shore Physicians 
Group doctor who was introduced 
to the volunteer program when 
working as an urgent care phy-
sician in New York City several 
years ago. “In these remote com-
munities, we see a lot of dietary, 
skeletal and muscular issues. We 
bring what supplies and medica-
tions we can with us, but it never 
feels like enough. More volunteers 
are needed to meet people where 
they live and provide the care 
these residents need to survive.” 

Dr. Mulroy typically sees 
patients at the North Shore 
Physicians Group practice in 
Beverly, MA, which is affiliated 
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The Charlestown Neighborhood Council Development Committee will hold a public meeting on Wednesday, January 19, at 7 pm to consider the Related Beal proposal to erect a life sciences building at 420 Rutherford Avenue, Charlestown. The meeting will be held in person at the Knights of Columbus (masks required), 545 Medford Street, Charlestown.
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Dr. Thomas Mulroy, of Charlestown, with local Peruvians from the Cusco area where he climbed Rainbow Mountain in between seeing patients at the clinic.

By John Lynds

The Boston Planning and 
Development Agency (BPDA) 
will be hosting a virtual Impact 
Advisory Group (IAG) meet-
ing on the Draft Project Impact 
Report (DPIR) for the One Mystic 
Avenue project. 

The meeting is scheduled for 
Wednesday, January 19 from  
6:00 pm to 8:00 pm and residents 
can log onto https://bit.ly/32DM-
1Kh to participate. 

However, the BPDA advised 
that this meeting will be different 
from that of a traditional com-
munity meeting. As part of the 
development review process, IAG 
members work closely with BPDA 
staff to identify the impacts of a 
project and recommend appro-
priate community benefits to off-
set those impacts. IAG meetings 
prioritize discussion between the 
developer and IAG members.

Developers looking to convert 
a 60,089 square foot parcel in an 
industrial corner of Charlestown 
between Sullivan Square and 
Somerville into a 25-story mixed-
use development recently filed a 

(DPIR) with the Boston Planning 
and Development Agency in 
November. 

The filing for the project at 1 
Mystic Ave. triggered a public 
comment period under the BPDA’s 
Article 80 Large Project Review 
and residents can submit com-
ments until January 26 at http://
www.bostonplans.org/projects/
development-projects/one-mys-
tic-avenue. 

Since filing a Project 
Notification Form (PNF) with the 
BPDA back in January the devel-
opers, One Mystic Owner, have 
made changes to the project after 
meetings with the community and 
BPDA. 

When the developer filed its 
PNF, they looked to construct 
695 residential units in a 29 story 
building with ground food com-
mercial space. The updated plans 
look to construct a 478,880-gross-
square-foot, 25-story building 
with 639 units on the site cur-
rently occupied by the BellSimons 
Cos. (an HVAC, refrigeration, and 
plumbing service), Flynn’s Auto 

Local doctor returns from mission trip

BPDA to hold meeting on 
Sullivan Square project

(PEru Pg. 8)

(BPDa Pg. 4)

By Dan Murphy

As the new City Council Pres-

ident, District 2 Councilor Ed 

Flynn is looking forward to serv-

ing in the role during the dawn 

of Mayor Michelle Wu’s new 

administration, as well as amid 

an influx of new blood into the 

City Council.
 “I’m really proud of my 

new colleagues who just start-

ed and are off to a strong start. 

They really care about the city 

and their neighborhoods. And 

I’m equally proud of the current 

councilors and look forward to 

a productive term working with 

Mayor Wu,” said Flynn, who 

was unanimously voted in as the 

new council president for a two-

year term  by his fellow council-
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new City Council President Ed Flynn looks forward to 

serving during historic time for the city and for the council

(Flynn, Pg. 3)
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Chapel Street Footbridge, Riverway lit up as part of the Emerald Necklace Conservancy’s ‘Lights in the 

Necklace’ exhibition.

Emerald necklace Conservancy 

to bring back ‘Lights in the necklace’

Staff Report

The Emerald Necklace Con-

servancy is bringing back a won-

derful reason to visit the Emer-

ald Necklace parks this winter. 

“Lights in the Necklace” is a 

unique lighting exhibition which 

began last year and will return 

beginning February 1 and con-

tinuing through March 20, 2022.

Select bridges, and some 

trees, in the Emerald Necklace 

will be awash with an emerald 

glow. “Lights in the Necklace” 

celebrates the power of Boston 

and Brookline’s urban parks to 

bring visitors together, inspire 

and light the way in challenging 

times. Enjoy the lighting on a 

series of iconic Emerald Neck-

lace bridges, from dusk to 9pm, 

daily. Also delight in the ten 

(EmEralD nECklaCE Pg. 5)

PHOTO COURTESY OF CITY OF BOSTON

City Council President and 

District 2 Councilor Ed Flynn.

Wu, public officials 
discuss Mass/Cass

City in process of removing encampments

By Lauren Bennett

Mayor Michelle Wu held a 

press conference on January 10 

to provide updates on the public 

health crisis at Mass and Cass.

“Our efforts here at Mass 

and Cass have been driven by a 

public health and housing-led 

approach,” Wu said, adding that 

the encampments “are not a safe 

or healthy place for anyone to be 

living.” 

There is no heat or running 

water and fires have broken out 

in the area as people attempt to 

stay warm.
With this week’s frigid weath-

er especially, there are “ongoing 

issues around frostbite and hypo-

thermia as temperatures drop,” 

Wu said. 
The Wu administration has 

surveyed folks living in the Mass/

(mass/Cass Pg. 3)

PHOTO BY DAN MURPHY

The entrance to the former below-grade Boston Sports Club location at 

361 Newbury St., now being proposed as a future Planet Fitness out-

post. See story on Page 3.

PLANET FITNESS SEEKS BSC SITE

By Dan Murphy

One day ahead of the dead-

line set by Mayor Michelle 

Wu to clear out the homeless 

encampments at Mass. and Cass, 

neighbors on hand for a virtu-

al meeting of the South End, 

Newmarket, Roxbury Working 

Group on Addiction, Recovery, 

and Homelessness on Tuesday, 

Jan.11, expressed their concerns 

that the city’s measures would 

only temporarily remedy the 

problem and the encampments, 

along with the open-air drug 

Working group meeting focuses on ongoing issues at Mass/

Cass as city’s deadline looms for clearing out encampments

(wOrkIng grOuP Pg. 4)
By John Lynds

Parents at the North End’s 

Eliot School are fuming over the 

introduction of the so-called ‘10-

point’ penalty placed on some 

high performing Boston Public 

Schools in order to level the play-

ing field for entrance to Boston’s 

exam school like Boston Latin, 

Boston Latin Academy and the 

O’Bryant. 
The Eliot, which serves many 

students from Back Bay, Beacon 

Hill, the North End, Charles-

Eliot School parents circulating petition 

to Wu over exam school entrance plan

(ElIOt sChOOl Pg. 7)
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By Dan Murphy

As the new City Council Pres-ident, District 2 Councilor Ed Flynn is looking forward to serv-ing in the role during the dawn of Mayor Michelle Wu’s new admin-istration, as well as amid an influx of new blood into the City Coun-cil.
“I’m really proud of my new colleagues who just started and are off to a strong start. They real-ly care about the city and their neighborhoods. And I’m equally proud of the current councilors and look forward to a productive term working with Mayor Wu,” said Flynn, who was unanimously voted in as the new council pres-ident for a two-year term  by his fellow councilors during the City Council’s first meeting of the new year on Jan. 3 at City Hall’s Chris-topher A. Iannella Chamber. 

The Council’s five new mem-bers,  District 4 Councilor Brian Worrell, At-Large Councilor Ruth-zee Louijeune, District 6 Councilor Kendra Hicks, District 7 Council-or Tania Fernandes Anderson, and At-Large Councilor Erin Murphy, 

who filled Michelle Wu’s vacancy on the Council after Wu was elect-ed mayor, were on hand for their first City Council meeting after being sworn in only hours earlier at City Hall. 
“The new City Councilors 
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Beacon Hill Civic Association Community Corner

(BHCA Pg. 3)

(Flynn Pg. 4)
EVERYONE LOVES A SLED RIDE

By Dan Murphy

As the owner of Teddy’s on the Hill , which is set to open before the end of the month in the Bow-doin Street space that was home for more than a century to The Red Hat, Jake Nicholson is well aware that he has been entrusted with carrying on the legacy of a fabled Boston institution.
“What we’re looking to accom-plish when we open, first and foremost, is keeping the nostalgia of one of the most iconic spots in the city,” he said.  “And second, what can we do to give it a breath of fresh air for the neighborhood and everyone else?”

Long before the inception of Teddy’s on the Hill, Nicholson, a more than 20-year veteran of the restaurant industry who 
most recently co-man-
aged the now-shuttered 
Finn McCool’s in the 
Financial District, was 
already well acquainted 
with The Red Hat, which 
operated at 9 Bowdoin 
St. from 1907 until last 
June, as it was a popular 
destination for restaurant 
workers.

“I’ve been coming 
here for years,” said Nicholson. “Just being in the industry, it was one of the spots we always used to go come to after a game or some-thing, so I had an idea of the what the potential was, and what it had 

been. I saw an opportunity for ownership and thought what bet-ter spot to do it in than one of the most iconic bars in Boston? 
“If you’re going to be a bear, you mind as well be a grizzly,” he added.

Working alongside Nicholson at Teddy’s on the Hill is Courtney Nunheimer, general manager, bev-erage director, and self-described “jack of all trades.”

PHOTO BY JACOB WEAVER
This was Hudson’s first time sledding in Boston Common. He recently turned 2 and every time we walked by Charles Street Supply Hardware Store he would point and mumble at the sleds out front so I got him this blue toboggan for Christmas and he got to try it out this weekend with our dog Woodstock!

COURTESY OF CITY OF BOSTONCity Council President and District 2 Councilor Ed Flynn.

New City Council 
President Ed Flynn 
looks forward to serving

Teddy’s on 
the Hill set to 
take over old 
Red Hat space

PHOTOS COURTESY TEDDY’S ON THE HILL 
AND D. MURPHYAbove, The former Red Hat space at 9 Bowdoin St., which will soon be home to Teddy’s on the Hill. Left, a look inside Teddy’s on the Hill.

(Teddy’s Pg. 5)

Undecorating continues this weekend!We will continue undecorating this Saturday, Sun-day, and Monday, January 14, 15, and 16. Thank you to those volunteers who began the process last weekend.
We would ask that you undecorate the poles you decorated if possible or the poles near your home. We’d like to use this opportunity to remove all of the out-of-date permits off of the poles, as well as old tape and tie wraps. We have clippers in the BHCA office that you are welcome to borrow to do this. Load 8-10 garlands, bows and all, into black contractor bags, which you can procure at Charles 

Pictured (left to right), Darci O’Brien and BHCA Directors and Events Committee Co-Chairs Michelle Lavers and Melanie Bertani help kick off Undecorating last weekend.

Minimum 8-inch ad.  Not to be combined 
with any other promo or discounted rate.
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By John Lynds

On Saturday Congresswoman 
Ayanna Pressley and Sen. Lydia 
Edwards, announced their sup-
port of “Massachusetts Is Not 
For Sale”, an alliance of workers, 
consumers, civil rights, immigrant, 
faith, labor, community organiz-
ing, racial and environmental jus-
tice groups organized to oppose 
legislative efforts by major corpo-
rations like Uber and Lyft aimed 
at narrowing workers’ rights in 
the state.  

At the rally Pressley and 
Edwards argued that these big 
tech companies undermine the 
rights of gig economy workers in 
Massachusetts. 

“Every worker in Massachusetts 
- and across the country - deserves 
a job that provides good wages, 
strong benefits, and safe working 
conditions,” said Pressley. “The 
fight for workers’ rights is deeply 
tied to the fight for racial and eco-
nomic justice. We cannot accept 
the false choice between flexibility 
and critical workplace protections, 
and we cannot allow major cor-
porations to strip away the rights 
of thousands of workers – dispro-
portionately Black, brown, and 
immigrant workers – in order to 
improve their bottom line. This 
is an issue I’ve led on during my 
time in Congress, and I’ll contin-
ue to work alongside workers, 
advocates, and the members of 
Massachusetts Is Not For Sale to 

safeguard the rights of every work-
er in our communities.” 

Under Massachusetts law 
“employees” working in the pri-
vate sector are entitled to rights 
and protections including mini-
mum wage, paid sick time, and 
paid family leave, unemployment 
insurance and worker’s compensa-
tion, and protections against sexu-
al harassment and racial discrimi-
nation at work. 

At Saturday’s rally both Pressley 
and Edwards argued that rath-
er than complying, Big Tech has 
proposed rewriting longstanding 
state laws to exclude their workers 
entirely, filing legislation that “an 
app-based driver is an independent 
contractor and not an employee.”

According to Massachusetts 
Is Not For Sale, the Uber/Lyft-
backed legislation would exclude 
hundreds of thousands of workers 
in the Commonwealth from the 
employment rights and protections 
set forth in Massachusetts law. 

Principally, it would significant-
ly narrow who is an “employee” 
under Massachusetts law. Current 
Massachusetts law includes the 
critical presumption that any indi-
vidual “performing any service” 
on behalf of an employer and 
is working under that employer’s 
control, doing work that is per-
formed in the usual course of the 
employer’s business, or is not hold-
ing oneself out as a business that is 
independent from an employer is 
in fact an “employee.” 

“It’s always a good day to fight 
for workers rights,” said Edwards 
at the rally. “I would not be here 
but for workers rights. I would 
not be a Senator, I would not have 
been the City Councilor but for 
workers rights. I’m going to stand 
tall and in solidarity until we win. 
In this stage in our recovery we are 
headed in one direction and Big 
Tech wants to take us backwards. 
The fact is being an employee 
is a matter of access to filing a 
discrimination case, getting unem-
ployment, getting workers comp, 
getting minimum wage–that is the 
title of an employee and you get 
those things naturally. The fact of 
the matter is we have the hardest 
fight in front of us. They targeted 
Massachusetts because we sued 
them because we said “you’re vio-
lating our laws”. So they turned 
around and said we will change 
the laws on you and if we can 
change them in Massachusetts, we 
can change them anywhere. That’s 
why we’re a target. Want to be 
clear that we have a target because 
we have some of the best workers 
rights in the country.”

During both their time on the 
Boston City Council Pressley and 
Edwards fought for the rights of 
workers and led efforts to expand 
paid leave policies for every work-
er, introduced legislation to protect 
part-time workers, and advocated 
for the right of every worker to 
join a union. 

Pressley recently introduced the 

historic Federal Job Guarantee 
Resolution, which could ensure 
access to a good job with dignified 

wages, safe working conditions, 
health care and other benefits for 
every person who wants one.

Pressley, Lydia Edwards joins effort to safeguard critical Worker Protections

Congresswoman Ayanna Pressley announces her support of 
“Massachusetts Is Not For Sale”, an alliance of workers, consumers, 
civil rights, immigrant, faith, labor, community organizing, racial and 
environmental justice groups organized to oppose legislative efforts by 
major corporations like Uber and Lyft aimed at narrowing workers’ 
rights in the state.  

Also announcing her support for the “Massachusetts Is Not For Sale” 
movement was Sen. Lydia Edwards. 

The “Massachusetts Is Not For Sale” rally was held on Saturday at the Zumix Firehouse on Sumner Street 
with Congresswoman Ayanna Pressley and Sen. Lydia Edwards. 

Friends of Ryan “Duce” Morrissey 
Scholarship Fund

The Friends of Ryan “Duce” Morrissey Scholarship 
Fund is pleased to announce that scholarships 

totaling $25,000 will be offered this year. Scholarships 
are available to college and high school students. 

Details and application forms are available at: 
www.ryanmorrisseyscholarship.com

Questions: ryanmorrisseyscholarship@gmail.com
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Senator Sal DiDomenico hosted the Annual DiDomenico Foundation 
St. Patrick’s Day Celebration in Charlestown with over 400 attendees 
on Saturday evening. Guests included Governor Charlie Baker, Attor-
ney General Maura Healey, Congresswoman Ayanna Pressley, Senate 
President Karen Spilka, Boston Mayor Michelle Wu and over 75 elected 
officials from throughout Massachusetts. Gladys Vega from La Colab-
orativa was honored as this year’s recipient of the Golden Shamrock 
Award, the Hall of Fame group, The Platters, flew in from Florida to sing 
their hits and comedians Jimmy Tingle and Tony V shared their humor 
with the crowd. 

DIDOMENICO FOUNDATION HOLDS ANNUAL ST. PATRICK’S DAY FUNDRAISER
PHOTOS BY KATY ROGERS

Lydia Edwards posed with a box 
of tea.

Tricia DiDomenico thanked guests on behalf of the DiDomenico 
Foundation.

State Rep. Dan Ryan and Senator Sal DiDomenico.

Gladys Vega was honored at the dinner. Congresswoman Ayanna Pressley.

Patti Cheever and Bishop Brown. Senator Sal DiDomenico and Suffolk County Sheriff Steven 
Tompkins.

Comedian Jimmy Tingle plays the harmonica.

 The DiDomenico Foundation 

would like to thank you for your 

continued support and friendship. 

A great time was had by all!
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DIDOMENICO FOUNDATION HOLDS ANNUAL ST. PATRICK’S DAY FUNDRAISER

Attorney General Maura Healey and Governor 
Charlie Baker.

Massachusetts Senate President Karen Spilka cracked 
jokes with a rubber duck.

State Senator Sonia Chang Diaz and Sam Hyun. Rev. Myrlande DesRosiers and Mayor Michelle Wu.

Mayor Michelle Wu, Everett Councilor Mike 
McLaughlin, and Senator Lydia Edwards.

Rich and Rose Eliseo.

Everett Public Schools: School Committee Member Marcony Almeida-
Barros, Superintendent Priya Tahiliani, William Donahue, and School 
Committee Member Samantha Lambert. 

The DiDomenico family celebrated St. Patrick’s Day for a good cause.

Address 

Appraisals  Consulting  Project Management 
www.manziappraisers.com 

5 reasons to have your decorative 
arts appraised now

• Authentication • Valuation
• Documentation • Compilation

• Organization

20% off for appraisal services

www.manziappraisers.com

Call us now to protect your art investments 
at (617) 948-2577 • david@manziappraisers.com

Serving Greater Boston and New England

Traditional Irish music was performed throughout the evening.
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GRACE BLOODWELL, Broker
15+ Years Experience, Local Resident

Seller, Buyer & Landlord Representation

617-512-4939
grace.bloodwell@nemoves.com

Coldwell Banker | 2 Thompson Sq | Charlestown MA

Russell Street 
One-Bedroom
w/ Exclusive 

Deck

$548,000
Jessica Murphy, Listing Agent
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KICK-OFF SPRING AT

MARY KAY DONOVAN   
617-872-1314 

The Charlestown RENTAL Connection 
CCOONNNNEECCTTIINNGG  QQUUAALLIIFFIIEEDD  PPEEOOPPLLEE  TTOO  QQUUAALLIITTYY  HHOOMMEESS  

BBOOTTHH  SSAALLEESS  AANNDD  RREENNTTAALLSS  SSIINNCCEE  11998811..  

mkrealestateassociates/thecharlestownrentalconnection

Wishing everyone a healthy

If you are considering selling or have a 
rental unit, please contact me. I would 

appreciate the opportunity to meet with 
you at your convenience.

™

May the Irish hills caress you,
May her lakes and rivers 
bless you.
Here's to you, 
your friends and family
May the blessings of 
St. Patrick behold you.

The Knights Of Columbus 
Hall was the setting for the St. 
Patrick’s Day Senior Community 
Luncheon organized by the David 
Whelan Scholarship, City Of 
Boston Age Strong Commission, 
All Roads Charlestown, Bunker 
Hill Associates, Kennedy Center 
For The Elderly, and more. 
Boston Mayor Michelle Wu, City 
Councilors Lydia Edwards, Erin 
Murphy, and Michael Flaherty, 
representatives of the Boston 
Police, and a cast of honrable vol-
unteers put together a Luncheon 
for Charlestown’s elderly commu-
nity. It was a true sign of Spring 
and rebirth around the corner. Boston Mayor Michelle Wu (center) with Harvest On Vine Director 

Tom MacDonald and Paul Hollein.

Kim Mahoney and Boston City 
Couniclor Ricardo Arroyo who is 
running for District Attorney.

Jan Turner is the winner of the gift basket prize presented by Erica 
Walsh and Aileen Groman of All Roads Charlestown.

The Luncheon was put together by volunteers encompassing many organizations in Charlestown: The David 
Whelan Scholarship, All Roads Charlestown, Bunker Hill Associates, Kennedy Center For The Elderly, and 
more.

ST. PATRICK’S DAY SENIOR COMMUNITY LUNCHEON

Boston Police Officer Lauren Woods with Boston City Hall Community 
Liasons Caitlin Stapleton for Charlestown and Molly Griffin for Back 
Bay, Beacon Hill, Fenway, and Mission Hill.

Golden Age Center Director 
Meaghan Murray and Boston City 
Councilor Erin Murphy.

Derek Kouyoumjian photos
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PLEASE 
REcYcLE

JUST LISTED IN THE NAVY YARD!

KAREN COLOMBOSIAN
LICENSED REAL ESTATE SALESPERSON
CELL: (617) 519-6453
EMAIL: Karen.Colombosian@CBRealty.com

Call me for more information!

62 CONSTELLATION  WHARF - LISTED AT: $1,850,000

3 Bedrooms | 3.5 Bathrooms 
2,530 sq ft | 1 Attached Garage Parking Space

    

        

CCoommmmuunniittyy  SSppeeaakkeerr  SSeerriieess 
Sundays during Coffee Hour

All are welcome

Family of David Whelan: Bridgette Ridlon, Kim Mahoney, and Jackie 
Chaisson with Boston City Councilor candidate Gabriela Coletta.

Kim Mahoney (right) with her 
mother Grace Campbell.

ST. PATRICK’S DAY SENIOR COMMUNITY LUNCHEON

Boston City Councilor Erin Murphy (5th from right) with Community Liasons Caitlin Stapleton (3rd from 
left) and Molly Griffin (5th from left), members of the Boston Police District 1 Community Service and 
Community Engagement Unit gather for a group photo.

Senator Lydia Edwards (3rd from right) greets attendees at the St Patrick’s Day Luncheon.

TO ADVERTISE PLEASE cALL 
781-485-0588
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ST. PATRICK’S DAY LUNCH AT THE WARREN TAVERN

www.rise.boston
www.risetogether.boston

From Our Family
To Yours,

Happy St. Patrick’s Day 
Charlestown!

A tradition started 10 years 
ago, Mary Beth Kelly, working 
in the Mayor’s Office, connected 
with Warren Tavern owner Tom 
Devlin to host a complimentary St 
Patrick’s Day lunch for the elderly 
community. It’s returned after a 
2 year hiatus due to the Covid 
Pandemic.

Patty and Joe Kelly, and Theresa McGurty enjoy a meal and warm 
company.

Rita Forrester, Anne Vesperi, and Lola Saviano are given green carna-
tions from Warren Tavern employee Kookie Cardoza and Sean Boyle 
from Baby Boyle Bouquets, who provided the flowers.

The Warren Tavern (above and below) was filled with grateful participants in its annual St Patrick’s Day 
Lunch.

Organizers of the lunch were the owner of Warren Tavern Tom Devlin, 
manager of the Tavern and most events Charlestown Kim Mahoney, 
Sean Boyle from Baby Boyle Bouquets (who provided green carnations), 
public service luminary Mary Beth Kelly, and her daughter Meaghan 
Murray Director of the Golden Age Center.

Jean Tochterman, Ola Bistri, Joan Wagner, and Bernard Fang enjoy a 
corned beef lunch in the spirit of St Patrick’s Day.

Derek Kouyoumjian photos
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NAVY YARD GARDEN 
ASSOCIATION       
NAME CHANGE

There’s a new name on our 
letterhead!

“A good name is rather to 
be chosen than riches.” – King 
Solomon  

The NYG&A Board voted at 
its meeting February 7, 2022 to 
adopt a new name that better 
reflects the organization’s empha-
sis on gardens and art. The name 
has been changed from Navy Yard 
Garden Association, Inc to Navy 
Yard Garden & Art, Inc.  

NYG&A will continue as the 
organization’s well known acro-
nym. The new name comes as 
NYG&A celebrates its fifth anni-
versary.  Since its founding in 
2017, NYG&A has continued 
to revitalize and enhance Navy 
Yard gardens as well as sponsor 
a variety of popular outdoor art 
installations. This dual focus helps 
to create an attractive harborside 
neighborhood for residents and 
visitors to enjoy year round.  

We look forward to celebrating 
our 5th anniversary with neigh-
bors and friends this summer. 

MASSPORT 
CELEBRATES WOMEN 
IN CONSTRUCTION 
WEEK

The Massachusetts Port 
Authority (Massport) is celebrat-
ing Women in Construction Week 
and honoring the contributions 
of the women who have been 
involved in Massport’s construc-
tion projects. This week, pictures 
of some of the women who work 
in the Capital Programs and Envi-
ronmental Affairs (CPEA) Depart-
ment, which manages all construc-
tion projects at Massport, are on 
display throughout the terminals 
at Boston Logan International Air-
port.

“We thank the women of Mass-
port for their hard work and ded-
ication in all of our initiatives,” 
said Massport CEO Lisa Wieland. 
“Our goal at Massport is to embed 
diversity, equity, and inclusion into 
our organizational DNA. Cele-
brating Women in Construction 
Week is just one way we celebrate 
diversity and encourage more 
women to work in construction, 
architecture, engineering, and 
other related fields.”

According the U.S. Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, women comprise 
only 11% of all the people work-
ing in construction and 27% of all 
people who provide architectural, 

engineering, and related services in 
2021. By comparison, Massport’s 
CPEA Department, which manag-
es all Massport construction proj-
ects--from the planning phase and 
design, to construction and main-
tenance, is comprised of nearly 
40% women.

“I’m proud to say that a diverse 
group of women are part of the 
decision-making process in every 
construction project at Mass-
port,” said Dr. Luciana Burdi, 
the first female Director of the 
CPEA Department. “A diversity of 
thought is important as we build 
world-class facilities that serve 
diverse people.”

Women in Construction Week 
was started by the National Asso-
ciation of Women in Construction 
in 1998 to raise awareness and cel-
ebrate the work of women in the 
construction industry across the 
country.

WARMER WEATHER 
WARNING: BE 
MINDFUL OF 
OUTDOOR SMOKING 
HAZARDS

With a week of warmer weath-
er in the forecast, State Fire Mar-
shal Peter J. Ostroskey is asking 
residents to be mindful of the fire 
hazards when smoking outdoors.

“We’ve got some nice weather 
in the forecast this week, and after 
a long winter everyone wants to 
spend a little more time outdoors,” 
said State Fire Marshal Ostros-
key. “If you still smoke, please be 
mindful of the fire hazards when 
you step out to smoke on a stair-
way, porch, or balcony.”

Fires often start when smokers 
drop butts in planters or near the 
side of buildings, where dried veg-
etation, mulch, or debris can catch 
fire. They can also start when cig-
arettes are ground out on railings, 
steps, or floors, allowing embers to 
drift and ignite flammable mate-
rials. In a densely built neighbor-
hood, that fire can quickly spread 
to other buildings and put many 
people at risk.

“There are no smoke alarms 
on the outside of the house, so an 
exterior fire can grow to a danger-
ous size before anyone is aware 
of it,” State Fire Marshal Ostros-
key said. “There’s no safe way to 
smoke, but if you must smoke then 
do it responsibly. Use a sturdy ash-
tray with water or sand and put it 
out, all the way, every time.”

The Department of Fire Services 
created a series of video and audio 
clips to promote the proper dispos-
al of smoking materials on porch-

es and balconies. They are avail-
able in English and Spanish for 
fire departments, fire educators, 
social service providers, and state 
or municipal agencies to use free 
of charge. Visit the DFS YouTube 
channel at www.youtube.com/
DFSOSFM and view the Smoking 
Fire Safety playlist. 

“Of all the smoking safety steps 
you can take, the most effective 
one is to quit,” said State Fire 
Marshal Ostroskey. “You’ll enjoy 
many more years of fresh air.”

NAVY YARD GARDEN 
& ART ANNOUNCES 
DEDICATION OF NAVY 
YARD NIGHT SKY 
INSTALLATION

The Edward Ingersoll Browne 
Trust Fund awarded a $54,000 
award to Navy Yard Garden & 
Art,(NYG&A) in support of an 
ornamental lighting installation 
titled Navy Yard Night Sky which 
is now in place in the amphithe-
ater at Shipyard Park.

Jules Pieri, NYG&A board 
member, states that “Living in 
the city, residents have very little 
exposure to the stars. We know 
they are there—but we just can’t 
see them. The Navy Yard Night 
Sky installation is meant to be our 
own little celestial phenomenon.”

At the heart of the amphithe-
ater, the new permanent exhib-
it consists of four large panels 
of programmable mesh lighting 
installed between the roof beams 
on the second floor of the amphi-
theater which is adjacent to the 
park’s water fountain.

The inaugural light instal-
lation, designed by artist Zach 
Lieberman,  is a repeating ten min-
ute display. The art is programmed 
to adjust to the changing patterns 
of the sun, to  illuminate after 
sunset, dim at midnight and turn 
off at sunrise.

NYG&A looks forward to 
inviting media artists to create 
additional art installations. Ms. 
Pieri remarked that all of the light-
ing points downward so there is 
no light pollution.

In addition to the Browne Trust, 
this innovative video art instal-
lation was funded by a gift from 
the Norma M. Ricci Trust, and by 
in-kind donations by Boston Light 
Source, Available Light and the 
Boston Planning and Development 
Agency.

A dedication is planned for 
Tuesday, March 29, 2022. For 
more information www.navyyard-
garden.org.

SENIOR NUTRITION 
PROGRAM 
CELEBRATES 50TH 
ANNIVERSARY

This March, Mystic Valley 
Elder Services (MVES) joins the 
Administration for Community 
Living and senior nutrition ser-
vice providers across the country 
to celebrate the 50th anniversary 
of the national Senior Nutrition 
Program.

Since 1972, the Senior Nutrition 
Program has supported nutrition 
services for older adults. Fund-
ed by the Older Americans Act, 
local senior nutrition programs 
serve as hubs for older adults (60 
and older) to access nutritious 
meals and other vital services that 
strengthen social connections and 
promote health and well-being.

“Senior nutrition is now more 
important than ever,” says Angie 
Fitzgerald, Director of Nutrition 
Services at MVES.  “Each year in 
the U.S., up to half of adults age 
65 and older are at risk of mal-
nutrition, and more than 10 mil-
lion face hunger.  In communities 
throughout the U.S. – including 
our communities – older adults 
sometimes lack access to the 
high-quality, nutritious food they 
need to remain healthy and inde-
pendent.”

As part of the Senior Nutrition 

Program network, MVES’ Nutri-
tion Services Program, including 
Meals on Wheels, helps older 
adults in our community by pro-
moting healthy eating, decreasing 
social isolation, and improving 
health. “Our program also pro-
vides connections to home and 
community-based services that can 
support independence and overall 
well-being. We deliver 3,000 meals 
a day to our 11 communities and 
have 15 meal sites,” says Fitzger-
ald.

“My favorite dish is the Boulet 
(Haitian Meatballs). It reminds me 
of my childhood and how my mom 
used to make them. I am excited 
whenever they are on the menu!” 
says Meals on Wheels consumer 
Marie Gabrielle Gattereau.

For 50 years, senior nutrition 
services have helped create healthy, 
strong communities where all 
members can flourish regardless 
of their age.  That is why MVES 
proudly recognizes this milestone 
anniversary of the national Senior 
Nutrition Program and its tremen-
dous impact on the health and 
well-being of older adults in our 
community. Together, we look 
forward to another 50 years and 
beyond!

Learn more about our nutrition 
program and services by contact-
ing us at 781-324-7705 or visiting 
mves.org.
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Suffolk Mental Health Associ-
ation (NSMHA) when O’Leary 
met NSMHA Kim Hanton. 

In 2013 Hanton suggested 
O’Leary should look at a career in 
helping others get and stay sober. 

“At first I really wasn’t interest-
ed to be honest,” said O’Leary. “I 
was working at a rental car com-
pany at the airport. I was also bar-
tending and working in the restau-
rant industry, and I knew that was 
something that I didn’t want to 
continue to do.”

Around this time one of 
O’Leary’s friends asked her if she 
wanted to take a Recovery Coach 
class. 

“He had a really difficult time 
writing and he thought he was 
going to have to do homework 
and stuff so he begged me to take 
this class with him,” she said. “I 
thought I was just going to sup-
port a friend. I took this course 
and then a year later this same 
friend reached out to me and said 
Kim Hanton was looking for a fe-
male Recovery Coach for NSM-
HA’s East Boston clinic. O’Leary 
said she interviewed for the job 
and was hired by Hanton. 

Still, she was skeptical of how 
far this career would go but almost 
a decade later O’Leary is thriving 
and now serves as NSMHA’s Di-

rector of Recovery Support Ser-
vices. 

“NSMHA definitely provided 
me with a great deal of support, 
a great deal of training and edu-
cation,” she said. “They’ve really 
empowered me and pushed me to 
seek outside education and sup-
ported me in my process of man-
aging up through the years.”

O’Leary said as a woman in 
the field of recovery services she 
brings a slightly different ap-
proach to the job. 

“I think there’s a lot of empa-
thy and compassion, and just kind 
of a maternal instinct that kind 
of comes into play where we (as 
women) want to nurture people 
and help them heal and make 
them whole again,” said O’Leary. 
“I wouldn’t say it’s a different per-
spective from what a man would 
bring to the job, I would just say 
it’s a more empathetic perspec-
tive.”

During her last decade of work 
in recovery services O’Leary said 
andovcating and expanding the 
Drug Court system has been a leg-
acy she feels most proud of. 

“Expanding the Drug Court is 
the most important piece to me 
just because it really minimized 
the authoritative gap between the 
probation officer, the judge, and 

then the participant who was re-
ceiving services,” she said. “We 
currently have six drug courts. 
We are in Chelsea, Lynn Malden, 
Charlestown, Dorchester and I 
have Recovery Coaches in all of 
those courts. I also consult the 
Court Assisted Recovery Effort 
(CARE), which is the federal drug 
treatment court.”

When we talked, O’Leary was 
preparing for her first meeting 
with the New England Regional 
Recovery Court Advisory Board, 
of which she is a member. 

“I have my first meeting to-
morrow,” said O’Leary. “So it’s 
a whole lot of judges and chiefs 
of police and just very powerful, 
intimidating people but I’m there 
to be the voice of the person in re-
covery to kind of bring a boots on 
the ground perspective. I think a 
lot of the time people like myself 
don’t have a seat at the table and 
there’s everybody at the top mak-
ing decisions that have no idea 
what’s going on on the ground 
level. So I think they were really 
methodical about next steps and 
they wanted somebody that could 
speak to what is actually happen-
ing with the participants in the 
court. It’s pretty cool.”

2022 rental registration is open
The 2022 annual registration 

and renewal of all private rent-
al units open ed on March 14.  
In accordance with the City of 
Boston’s Rental Registration and 
Inspection Ordinance (CBC 9-1.3) 
all property owners are required 
to annually register or renew 
their rental registration with the 
Inspectional Services Department 
(ISD.)

Property owners must register 
or renew their rental units with the 
Inspectional Services Department 
during the 2022 renewal period, 
which runs from March 8, 2022 
through June 30, 2022.   The 
registration program is a proac-
tive tool utilized to help ensure 
Boston’s housing stock is safe, 
sanitary and code compliant.  
Boston’s Rental Registration and 
Inspection program helps safe-
guard the life, health, safety, wel-
fare and property of occupants by 
enforcement of minimum proper-
ty standards in accordance with 
the Massachusetts State Sanitary 
Code.

In addition, this program: 
• Ensures landlords are well 

informed of rental housing regula-
tions and requirements;

• Encourages preventative 
maintenance;

• Provides contact information 
for use by city officials for emer-
gency situations;

• Aides in housing stock preser-
vation, maintenance and upgrades;

• Facilitates neighborhood sta-
bilization; and

• Fosters clean and safe rental 
properties.

An additional component of 
the registration process requires 
the property owner to disclose 
if the building has a fire escape 
and affidavit.  In accordance 
with the Massachusetts Building 
Code, 780 CMR 1001.3.3,   all 
fire escapes and egress balconies 

must be examined and/or test-
ed, and certified for structural 
adequacy and safety every five 
years, by a Massachusetts reg-
istered professional engineer, or 
other qualified and acceptable to 
the Commissioner of ISD.  The 
professional must submit an affi-
davit and pay the filing fee of $50  
to ISD.  

“Boston is one of the oldest 
cities in the Northeast. It is imper-
ative that we combine all of our 
resources to ensure the safety of 
our residents, ‘’ said Commissioner 
Sean Lydon.  “Cross pollination of 
code requirements and department 
policies helps educate the property 
owner and ensures compliance.”  
Rental property owners can regis-
ter through our online registration 
portal, by mail or in-person by 
visiting the Housing Division at 
1010 Massachusetts Ave. Boston 
Monday – Friday 8:00am - 4:00 
pm, where staff will be available 
to assist with the registration pro-
cess. The initial registration fee 
is $25 per unit, and the annual 
renewal fee is $15 per unit, up to 
a maximum of $2500 per building 
or $5000 per complex.)  Owner-
occupied properties with less than 
six rental units are not required 
to pay the registration fee but are 
required to register each year.

Once your property is regis-
tered and the fees are paid (if 
applicable) you will receive noti-
fication that the registration has 
been processed.  Failure to register 
may result in penalties and/or fines 
of $300 a day and/or a violation 
notice. 

For questions regarding the reg-
istration process please contact 
the Housing Division, at 617-635-
1010 or email rentalprogram@
boston.gov.  Property owners that 
do not have access to a computer 
can contact the Housing Division 
for assistance.

LOCAL STUDENTS EARN ACADEMIC HONORS

PISTORINO  
RECOGNIZED 
FOR ACADEMIC 
EXCELLENCE

Worcester Academy proudly 
announces its Honor Roll and 
Headmaster’s List for Semester 1 
of the 2021-2022 School Year. 
The honors represent the achieve-
ments that each of the Worcester 
Academy students has earned 
through academic excellence, chal-
lenge, and personal growth.

Among the students is Jessica 
Pistorino of Charlestown, Class of 
2023, Headmaster’s List.

ABOUT WORCESTER 
ACADEMY

Founded in 1834, Worcester 
Academy is an independent day 
and boarding school for boys and 
girls in grades 6 to 12 (and post-
graduates). Located in the thriving 
city of Worcester, the Academy 
provides an exceptional and 
time-befitting educational experi-
ence that fosters personal growth, 
nurtures a sense of belonging and 
well-being, and develops intel-
lect and understanding through 

authentic community engage-
ment and real-world experienc-
es. Students, who are joyful and 
curious, define what it means to 
“Achieve the Honorable” and are 
equipped to honorably impact the 
world wherever they go.

LOCAL STUDENTS ON 
BC HIGH HONOR ROLL

Twelve Charlestown Residents 
were Named to Honor Roll at BC 
High for the second quarter.

 • Joseph Broderick, High 
Honors (Class of 2022)

 • John Flanagan, High Honors 
(Class of 2022)

 • Charles Reitz, High Honors 
(Class of 2022)

 • Alexander Velsmid, High 
Honors (Class of 2022)

 • Andrew teDutis, High 
Honors (Class of 2023)

 • Roberto Jay, High Honors 
(Class of 2024)

 • Colby Soutter, High Honors 
(Class of 2024)

 • John MacLetchie, High 
Honors (Class of 2025)

 • Jake McGrath, High Honors 

(Class of 2025)
 • Michael Frawley, Honors 

(Class of 2024)
 • Alessandro Parisi, Honors 

(Class of 2024)
 • Nicholas Carli, Honors 

(Class of 2025)
 • For High Honors a 

Sophomore, Junior, and Senior 
must have at least a 3.80 qual-
ity point average and all grades 
“C+” or higher. Freshmen need a 
3.6 quality point average and all 
grades “C+” or higher.

 For Honors a Sophomore, 
Junior, and Senior must have at 
least a 3.20 quality point average 
and all grades “C-” or higher. 
Freshmen need a 3.165 quality 
point average and all grades “C-” 
or higher.

 About Boston College High 
School: Boston College High 
School is a Jesuit, Catholic, col-
lege-preparatory school for young 
men in grades 7 to 12. Founded in 
1863, the school enrolls approxi-
mately 1,500 students from more 
than 140 communities in eastern 
Massachusetts. For more informa-
tion please visit bchigh.edu.

A public service message from the U.S. General Services Administration.

You’d think at least one
of them could tell you

how to renew a passport.

Not everyone in the government knows everything about
the government. So when you need official info about
Social Security, getting a passport, renewing a driver’s
license, or if  you’re just checking your local weather, go to
FirstGov.gov. A monumental source of  useful information.

O’LEARY  (from pg. 1)
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THINK OF IT AS AN 
OWNER’S MANUAL
 FOR YOUR MONEY.

The free Consumer Action
Handbook. It’s in print and
online at ConsumerAction.gov.
Order your free copy online
at ConsumerAction.gov or 
write to Handbook, Pueblo, 
CO 81009. V i s i t  w w w . c h a r l e s t o w n b r i d g e . c o m

C H A R L E S T O W N  B E A T

POLIcE/cOMMUNITY MEETING: Meet the police & discuss public 
safety issues on the last Wednesday of every month at the police station, 20 
Vine Street, at 6:00 p.m., 2nd floor, community room.
POLIcE RELATED INFO: Contact the District A-1 Community Service 
Office at 617-343-4627. 

On April 9, the Lt. Michael 
P. Quinn Scholarship Board is 
pleased to host their 53rd annual 
banquet to be held at the Knights 
of Columbus Hall, 545 Medford 
St. in Charlestown. The event, 
which begins at 6 p.m., will 
recognize the past three schol-
arship recipients; 2019 winner 
Jeremy Shea, a junior at SUNY 
Maritime who is aspiring to be a 
U.S. Navy aviator; 2020 winner 
Madison Rodriguez, a sophomore 
at Bridgewater St. who is enrolled 
in the nursing program; and 2021 
winner Quinlan O’Brien, a fresh-
woman at John Hopkins who is 
pursuing a degree in law enforce-
ment and is a member of the 
nationally ranked lacrosse team. 
Tickets cost $50 and include cater-
ing by Sandy Griffin and enter-
tainment by DJ Anthony Labella. 
Please contact Ronan Fitzpatrick 

at maryfitzpatrick10@comcast.
net, or by phone at (617) 242-
5493 with any questions. 

Guest speaker for the event 
will be U.S. Marine Corps Major 
General Michael S. Martin. 
General Martin, a UMass-Amherst 
and Army War College graduate, 
served as Ground Watch Officer 
with the 1st Marine Expeditionary 
Forces in Iraq (FEB-OCT 2003) 
as well as Commander of the 4th 
Light Armored Reconnaissance 
Battalion in Afghanistan (NOV 
2009-MAY 2010). More recent-
ly, General Martin served as 
Commanding General of the 4th 
Marine Division (SEP 2018-OCT 
202) and is currently the Assistant 
Deputy Commandant for Combat 
Development and Integration. 
General Martin and his wife reside 
in Southwick, MA and have seven 
children.

Lt. Michael P. Quinn banquet set for April 9

Lt. Michael P. Quinn.

Investigate Person
03/08/22 – At approximately 

8:30 p.m., an officer took a walk-
in report. 

The victim said that day about 
5:11 p.m., she was at Monument 
restaurant on Main Street, when 
she received a notification on 
her iPhone saying she was being 
tracked.

Around an hour later, she 
received another message that she 
was being followed again. This 
time, she was at her house.

The victim called Apple sup-
port, who told her to report to 
local police that an “Air Tag” was 
tracking her.” The victim searched 
but could not locate the “Air Tag” 
at this time. 

The victim showed her phone 
to the officer, which displayed 
a red line tracking her from the 
restaurant to her house, where she 
walked. 

The victim was advised to call 
9-1-1 in the event of any future 
suspicious activity.

Robbery
03/10/2022 – At about 8:58 

p.m., police responded to a 
radio call for an armed robbery 
report at Charlestown Liquors in 
Thompson Square. 

Upon arrival, the officer spoke 
to the owner, who stated that one 
of her employees (the victim) told 
her at around 8 p.m. at the end of 
his shift that he had been robbed 
at gunpoint earlier. 

The owner stated that the 
employee had told her the suspect 
was a male who was tall and 
about 40 years old. The suspect 
pulled a gun on the employee and 
asked for “large bills” before flee-
ing fled the scene. The owner also 
stated that she would have a video 
of the incident available  the fol-
lowing morning (March 11) after 
they open up at 9:30 a.m. 

Area A-1 Detectives will do a 
follow-up investigation.

Larceny - Shoplifting
03/10/2022 – At around 2:50 

p.m., an officer responded to a 
larceny in progress at 233 Main 
St. in Charlestown. 

Upon arrival, the officer spoke 
with the On-Again Consignment 
Shop owner, who stated that right 
before she called 9-1-1, two indi-
viduals had left her store after 
stealing a $2,000 Louis Vuitton 
purse. 

The victim stated the female 
suspect distracted her while shop-
ping as a second male removed the 
purse. The victim said that she had 
taken multiple steps to protect her 
business by adding cameras and 
extra locks, but she feels it has not 
helped deter criminals from target-
ing her store. 

Officers searched the area to no 
avail and advised the victim to call 
9-1-1 in the future if necessary. 

Area A-1 detectives will do the 
follow-up investigation.

Applications are being accepted 
for the 53rd annual Lt. Michael 
P. Quinn Scholarship. The win-
ner will receive $12,000 for the 
first year of college and $6,000 
the second year and applications 
are available at the Charlestown 
Public Library, the Charlestown 
Boys & Girls Club Teen Center, 
the Charlestown High School 
Guidance Office, the Malden 
Catholic Guidance Office, and 
the Boston Latin High School 
Guidance Office. You can also 
request an application by contact-
ing Ronan Fitzpatrick at mary-
fitzpatrick10@comcast.net or by 
phone at (617) 242-5493. The 
application deadline is April 15th 
and the criteria includes prom-
ise of academic success, athletic 
achievement, responsible citizen-
ship and financial need.

 Noted for his academic and 
athletic achievement, Michael 
Quinn accomplished so much in 

his 23 years. He was a prod-
uct of his Charlestown upbring-
ing where looking out for your 
neighbor, respecting elders, hard 
work and “having your friend’s 
back” were ingrained in him at an 
early age. Michael graduated from 
Boston Latin High School and the 
College of the Holy Cross where 
he achieved Hall of Fame status at 
both schools as a two-sport (foot-
ball and hockey) Scholar Athlete. 
After graduating from college, 
Michael attended Officer Training 
Academy in Quantico, Virginia 
and finished first in his class. He 
was commissioned a second lieu-
tenant in the U.S. Marine Corps in 
1968, assigned to “H” Company, 
2nd Battalion, 1st Marine Division 
and deployed to Vietnam. 

 AUGUST 29, 1969:  As the “H 
Company” platoon leaders hud-
dled in the darkness of the Quang 
Nam Province in South Vietnam, 
U.S. Marine Corps Lt. Michael 

Quinn was tasked with leading his 
infantry unit on a reconnaissance 
mission to seek a water supply and 
identify enemy troop movement. 
Stealthily executing their directive, 
Quinn and his troops happened 
upon a large invading enemy force 
heading in the direction of “H 
Company.” Realizing that the only 
way to alert his fellow marines 
of the dire situation was to draw 
fire on his position, Quinn dis-
patched members of his unit back 
to “H Company” and engaged 
the enemy. While that fateful deci-
sion resulted in Lt. Michael Quinn 
making the “ultimate sacrifice,” 
it also prevented the loss of many 
lives. He was recognized for his 
bravery and awarded a Bronze 
Star and Purple Heart and is hon-
ored on Panel 18W, Row 8 of 
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in 
Washington D.C.

2022 Lt. Michael P. Quinn Scholarship

cHANGE NOTIcE

Massachusetts General Hospital announces a change in the 
application process for the 2022 Charlestown Smart Choices 
grant program.  The Smart Choices grant program, designed 
to help Charlestown organizations meet the health and human 
service needs of the community, will be delaying the application 
process for a new funding date of October 1, 2022.  

The deadline for submission and how to apply will be 
announced in the late summer/early fall and will be publicly 
announced on MGH Center for Community Health Improvement 
website and in the Patriot Bridge. If you have not applied for 
Smart Choices grant funds in the past and would like to receive 
notice of when applications are open, please email Maria Doherty 
at mdoherty0@partners.org.

Public Notice
Smart choices

Legal Assistant sought by Beaver Construction Management 
LLC (Charlestown, MA) to draft contracts of sale of property, 
contracts with construction contractors for Attorney 
review/assist in prep. of draft agt. & property deeds. Rqts: 
Bachelor's degree in Legal studies or related & 2 years exp in 
Legal Assistant jobs. must incl. 1 yr exp in real estate Legal 
Assistant positions including exp reviewing & drafting contracts 
of sale of property & conducting legal research on real estate 
standards. 
Email resume to beaverconstructionmanagement@gmail.com.
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Mayor Michelle Wu and Dr. 
Bisola Ojikutu, Commissioner of 
Public Health and Executive Direc-
tor of the Boston Public Health 
Commission, today announced 
Boston’s COVID-19 Public Health 
Emergency Declaration will end 
on April 1, 2022. The announce-
ment follows a vote by the Boston 
Board of Health during their meet-
ing last week following the rec-
ommendation of Dr. Ojikutu. The 
Emergency Declaration has been 
in place since March 15, 2020.

“The announcement is a testa-
ment to how Boston came together 
in a historically challenging time to 
lift up public health and communi-
ty,” said Mayor Michelle Wu. “As 
we transition to this next phase of 

living with COVID, we will focus 
on providing the testing, resources, 
and planning to keep our commu-
nities safe and prepared.”

“While the City of Boston is no 
longer in a state of emergency, we 
must continue to protect our most 
vulnerable residents and prepare 
for the future,” said Dr. Bisola Oji-
kutu. “Now is the time for us to 
use all of the lessons learned from 
the pandemic, strengthen commu-
nity partnerships, develop stronger 
public health infrastructure, and 
ensure an equitable recovery for 
all.”

Dr. Ojikutu’s recommendation 
to rescind the order is based on 
the City’s consistently improving 
core COVID-19 metrics, including 

community positivity, daily adult 
COVID-19 hospitalizations, and 
occupied ICU beds. As of March 
7, the community positivity rate 
is 2.2%, down from a peak of 
32% in early January. Daily adult 
hospitalizations have also steadily 
declined and are now down to 94 
after peaking at 769 in mid-Janu-
ary. The percentage of occupied 
ICU beds has been consistently 
below the Commission’s 95% 
threshold of concern over the last 
few weeks.

During their meeting, Boston 
Public Health Commission officials 
provided a recommended frame-
work for Boston Public Schools 
to use in determining when to lift 
the school masking requirement. 

Dr. Sarimer Sánchez from BPHC’s 
Infectious Diseases Bureau advised 
reviewing the school masking 
policy when the number of pos-
itive COVID-19 tests per day in 
Boston falls below 10 cases per 
day per 100,000 residents while 
considering other COVID-19 
metrics. BPHC is also encourag-
ing development of “mask friend-
ly” policies for students and staff 
and increasing access to vaccines 
in school communities. The cur-
rent COVID-19 daily case inci-
dence is approximately 13 cases 
per 100,000 residents in Boston. 
The final decision on revising the 
school mask policy will be made 
by Boston Public Schools. 

The consistently improving 
metrics also mean the City of Bos-
ton and the Boston Public Health 
Commission can shift their focus 
to longer-term planning and pre-
paredness efforts, developing a 
roadmap to handle future surges 
and pandemics, while continu-
ing to support ongoing efforts to 
increase access to vaccinations and 
testing.

The Boston Public Health 
Commission declared a state of 
emergency at the beginning of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, a decision 
made in consultation with infec-
tious disease and public health 
emergency preparedness experts at 
the Commission as well as the City 
and other emergency prepared-
ness, public health, and health-
care experts. The Declaration was 
instrumental in Boston establish-
ing an incident command structure 
and deploying staff and resources 
to perform crisis response and 
healthcare coordination functions 

throughout the pandemic.
“Based on the data, it is clear to 

the Board that the emergency dec-
laration is no longer necessary,” 
said Manny Lopes, Chair of the 
Boston Board of Health. “I am 
proud to have worked with Mayor 
Wu and Dr. Ojikutu, who led with 
science and made the hard but nec-
essary decisions that kept our city 
safe and on the path to a much 
brighter future. The Board looks 
forward to our continued partner-
ship with the City as we monitor 
the pandemic and help guide the 
city toward recovery.”

Despite lower case numbers, 
BPHC cautions residents that 
COVID-19 is still transmissible, 
and can result in severe illness and 
hospitalization, especially for the 
city’s most vulnerable residents. 
The Commission recommends 
residents protect themselves and 
those around them by getting 
vaccinated, boosted, and wearing 
masks indoors if they are at high 
risk for severe illness or if they will 
be around individuals who are. 
There are many people in Boston 
who are vulnerable to COVID-
19, including individuals who are 
immunocompromised, seniors, 
and those who are unvaccinated, 
including young children. Wearing 
a well-fitting mask or respirator 
while indoors minimizes your risk 
of getting infected with COVID-
19 and spreading it to others. 
Face coverings are still required 
on public transportation and at 
transportation hubs, Boston Public 
Schools, health care settings, con-
gregate care facilities, emergency 
shelter programs, and correctional 
facilities.
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All real estate advertising in this  
newspaper is subject to the Federal 

Fair Housing Act of 1968, which 
makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial status 
(number of children and or preg-
nancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any inten-
tion to make any such preference, 

limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly 

accept any advertising for real 
estate that is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 

informed that all dwellings adver-
tising in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain about discrimi-

nation call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 

“ HUD” toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. For the N.E. area, call HUD 

at 617-565-5308. The toll free 
number for the hearing impaired 

is 1-800-927-9275.

FHAP AGENCIES &OTHER STATE/ 
LOCAL REFERRAL AGENCIES

LOT of winemaking 
Equip.-Ital. Corker, 
Carboys(3), demijohn, 
bottles(5),hydrometer, 
many corks/sleeves, 
bottle tree & more. $150 
or B.R.O. Mike 617-721-
9138
1/26
--------------------

WINTHROP-Spacious 
1BR apt. First Fl., WD 
hookup, parking. No 
pets. $1850 1st/last 
617-548-1705
3/24
--------------------

FOR SALE

FOR RENT

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

JOHN J. RECCA 
PAINTING

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com
781-241-2454

Chimneys • Fireplaces 
Cellar Floors • Restoration
French Drains • Repointing

Free Estimates, Lic. & Ins.

Local References

Phil - 617-230-3490

Ryan 
Masonry

Licensed & insured 
Complete electrical services 
www.johnpmchughelectric.com
Jmchugh447@gmail.com 

Geek For Hire

617-241-9664
617-515-2933

C  o  m  p  u  t  e  r    c  o  n  s  u  l  t  a  n  t    a  v  a  i  l  a  b  l  e    f  o  r    home or business. 

•  PC support & networking of all types with  
focus on secure Internet access (wired & wireless), 

•  broadband router & firewall technology, 
• virus detection/prevention,  
• spam control & data security/recovery.

ServiceS include:
DEADLINES: For classi-
fied line ads, deadlines 
are Monday by 4 p.m. 
Call 781-485-0588
 or fax the ad to 781-
485-1403
_______
 

PT SECRETARY - TU&TH 
2-6pm. SAT 8a-2p. Extra 
fill in hrs possible. Good 
telephone manner and 
basic computer skills 
required. Pleasant Auto 
School 781-284-4388

HELP 
WANTED

EAST BOSTON - ORIENT 
HEIGHTS - 7 rooms, 3 
large BR, formal dining/
living, study. Porches 
inside and outside. Close 
to Blue Line. Respond by 
email: WVitagliano@ya-
hoo.com. Please include 
your name/address/
phone/email.

APT. FOR 
RENT

city of Boston’s cOVID-19 state of emergency declaration to end April 1
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OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

Fresh and LocaL

Rutabagas
By Penny & Ed Cherubino

In March, our thoughts turn to 
Irish food – soda bread, corned 
beef and cabbage, and rutabagas. 
The last may surprise you, but 
rutabagas were always on the din-
ner tables of Penny’s Irish family 
members, only they called this root 
vegetable a Swede. In Scotland, 
they are called neeps and also go 
by the name Swedish turnip. 

It is generally agreed that this 
vegetable is probably a cross 
between a turnip and a cab-
bage and originated in Northern 
Europe. Recipes for it pop up in 
most countries with cold winters 
and harsh conditions. One friend 
with a German/Jewish back-
ground still prepares a side dish of 
simply boiled rutabagas with a bit 
of butter in memory of his mother, 
who always included it in holiday 
meals.

It was something people could 
grow and store to feed themselves 
and their animals when little else 
was available. Like many other 
foods of the poor, it carried a 
stigma for many years. Now that 
seems to be changing. As more of 
us return to the simple, healthy 
foods of past generations, rutaba-
gas are stepping into the spotlight.

More Available 
and More Popular

Lately, we have been able to buy 
unwaxed rutabagas more months 
of the year, and as a result, we’ve 
been expanding our use of this 
delicious vegetable. We are also 
hearing more food writers, chefs, 
and food lovers singing their prais-
es. 

We enjoy them mashed with 
butter and a bit of their cooking 
liquid as a side dish. By the way, 
that cooking liquid is gold. Don’t 
pour it away! You can use it as a 
vegetable broth and add it to soups 
and stews.

Penny also adds cubes of ruta-
baga to our soups and stews. We 

love them in our fillings for chick-
en, turkey, or lamb meat pies. We 
read that this is traditional in Can-
ada. We’ve also discovered that 
they defrost and reheat better than 
mashed potatoes as a mash for the 
topping of meat pies we freeze for 
another day.

Rutabagas are also great in a 
mixed mash with other roots like 
potatoes, carrots, or parsnips. This 
happens to be a favorite dish of a 
friend of ours from Donegal.

After hearing two food writ-
ers rave about roasted rutabagas, 
Penny began adding them to sheet 
pans of potatoes, carrots, onions, 
garlic, and squash ready for roast-
ing. Those women were right; they 
are a great addition to our stash of 
roasted root vegetables and all the 
things we make when they become 
leftovers.

Peeled, washed, and cut into 
sticks this root vegetable is perfect 
to enjoy raw with other crudités or 
shredded to add to a slaw or salad. 
Our first dog Sassy would begin to 
whine for them as a special treat 
anytime Penny cut them. Yes, they 
are both safe and good to share 
with your dog in a reasonable 
quantity.  

Nutrition
One reason that rutabagas 

may be gaining popularity is their 
nutritional value. The website 
Healthline says, “Rutabagas are a 
hearty vegetable packed with fiber, 
vitamins, and antioxidants. They 
promote feelings of fullness, which 
can prevent weight gain. Further-
more, they contain powerful com-
pounds that help fight inflamma-
tion, prevent premature aging, and 
are associated with a reduced risk 
of various cancers.”

By the way, according to many 
Irish food folks, corned beef and 
cabbage is not Irish but rather 
Irish American. Penny’s family 
called it a boiled dinner and served 
it any time of year rather than as 
a March special. It is simply what 

Irish immigrants substituted for 
the more traditional dish of boiled 
Irish bacon with cabbage and 

champ.
Do you have a question or topic 

for Fresh & Local? Send an email 

to Penny@BostonZest.com with 
your suggestion.

Here the rutabaga was added to a lamb stew and also combined with potatoes for a mixed mash that was 
served on the side.

By John Lynds
Action for Boston Community Development (ABCD) kicked off the annual Fuel Assistance Program at its office in Charlestown back in November.

Now, ABCD President/CEO John J. Drew is urging Charlestown residents to apply for fuel aid as federal funding to the program has increased. 

Drew said with the new round of funding households at or below the federal poverty level can now receive $1,650 in fuel assistance, while those with slightly higher incomes receive increased benefits on a sliding scale. Residents can apply by calling ABCD Fuel Assistance at 617-357-6012 or get in-person help with applications at ABCD’s John F. Kennedy Family Service Center, 

23A Moulton Street. There is also a new online sys-tem for first-time fuel assistance that can be accessed at toapply.org/MassLIHEAP.  Drew said due to the huge spike in energy costs and the ongo-ing economic crisis battering our most vulnerable households, ben-efits from the federal Low Income 
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(AssistAnce Pg. 3)

By John Lynds
Since filing a Project Notification Form (PNF) with the Boston Planning and Development Agency the developers of One Mystic Owner have made changes to the project. At a meeting Tuesday night with Charlestown residents host-ed by the BPDA, the developer’s architect Aeron Hodges explained that when the PNF wasd filed her clients looked to construct 695 res-idential units in a 29 story build-ing with ground food commercial space. The updated plans look to construct a 478,880-gross-square-foot, 25-story building with 639 units on the site currently occupied by the BellSimons Cos. Flynn’s Auto Salvage, a transformer build-ing, and a cell tower. According to Hodges the build-ing will have studio, one-bedroom, and two-bedroom apartments, as well as 37 three-bedroom apart-ments added to accommodate fam-ilies. In their filing the developers also call for 17 percent of the units to be income-restricted under the BPDA’s Inclusionary Development Program units. This is five percent more income-restricted units than 

required and first pitched to the community last winter. Peter Gori from the develop-ment team also expanded on some ground floor activation concepts for the project. “We will create space for a variety of different small business-es who either want to grow  their businesses or relocate or expand with additional units here at One Mystic,” said Gori. “The idea here is for a full service restaurant, a small market that would be sort of a neighborhood grocer. There would likely be a coffee shop or cafe component as well as smaller retail. We’re looking at a variety of different service retail uses like a fine wine shop, boutique, fitness (center), which have been located in Sullivan Square in the past.”Gori said there would be a focus on creating women owned and minority owned small  busi-nesses at the site. “That subsidy would be some-thing that we would do, above and beyond other mitigation strategies because we really need to make sure that these local businesses, particularly small women owned 

By John Lynds
At a State House ceremony last Thursday Senator Lydia Edwards was administered the oath of office by Gov. Charlie Baker in front of a room of new colleagues, friends and family. After taking the oath Edwards addressed the Massachusetts Senate for the first time and prom-ised to be a hard worker and 

asked for her colleagues’ prayers as she embarks on a new journey in public service. “I can only promise to do one thing and that’s to be myself and ask that you help me, pray for me, feed me because I’m a horri-ble cook, but also, educate me,” said Edwards “I asked for your patience, your transparency, your honesty. To my colleagues on both sides of this incredible building, 

especially those in the Senate, you have in me a hard worker. You have someone who likes to laugh. You have someone who wants to get things done. I won’t choose perfection over progress. I will ask that you be totally transpar-ent with me as I will be with you. We are going to get along and we’re going to get a lot of things done. This pathway here was not 

Left, Senator Lydia Edwards was admin-
istered the oath of office by Gov. Charlie 
Baker last Thursday in the Mass Senate 
Chambers. 

BPDA hosts virtualOne Mystic meeting

Senator Lydia Edwards with Mayor Michelle Wu and 

former Senators Joseph Boncore, Robert Travaglini, 
Linda Dorcena Forry and Anthony Petruccelli. 

Senator Lydia Edwards sworn in by Baker

Charlestown Fuel Assistance benefits now at $1,650

(BPDA Pg. 3)

(eDwArDs Pg. 5)

The Charlestown Neighborhood Council will hold a public 

meeting on Tuesday February 1, 2022 at 7pm. The meeting will 

be held via Zoom. We will hold executive board elections, select 

committees and plan future meeting formats and agendas. Please 

send questions via email to cnc02129@gmail.com. The link will be 

available on our website calendar by February 1, 2022 – https://

www.charlestownneighborhoodcouncil.org/Calendar.html.
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30 YEAR FIXED JUMBO

INTEREST RATE

ANNUAL PERCENTAGE RATE

LEARN MORE

HOME IN ON 
THIS RATE

1Annual Percentage Rate (“APR”) and Interest Rate (“Rate”) are effective March 2, 2022 and are subject to change without notice. The APR and Rate are calculated 
using a loan amount of $647,201 for a term of 30 years or 360 months and a down payment of 20% for a 1 unit, primary residence purchase or rate and term 
refinance with a loan to value of 80% or less and FICO Score 680 or greater for a 60 day rate lock period. Rates may vary based on other scenarios. Payments are 
$4.35 per $1,000 borrowed. Payment does not include taxes and insurance, your payment may be greater. Complete application required, with approval subject 
to meeting underwriting qualifications. Available on owner occupied, 1-4 unit (condominiums must meet CSB’s condo guidelines), purchase and rate and term 
refinance transactions with a maximum loan amount of $2,000,000 for up to 60 days lock period. Fees and closing costs may apply. This rate and APR are not 
available for programs offering discounted rates or closing costs. Please inquire. NMLS ID# 543370     MOR-0258d2 Rev. 3/22

3.250%
1

3.281%
APR1


