
By John Lynds

Back in August the Boston 
Landmarks Commission (BLC) 
unanimously voted to accept for 
the further study the creation of 
the Union Street Architectural 
Conservation District in 
Charlestown.

The fight to create the Town’s 
first Conservation District in one 
of the most historic neighborhoods 
in Boston has been spearheaded 
by Ron Kulich, the homeowner 
of 30 Union St. and his desire to 
save the Federal-style home at 8 
Lawrence St. 

If BLC ends up siding with 
Kulich his home on Union and 
the one he is trying to save on the 
corner of Lawrence St. and Union 
would make up the entire Union 
Street Architectural Conservation 

District he desires. 
Kulich began his quest after 

the new owner of 8 Lawrence 
proposed tearing the single family 
home built in 1814 and replac-
ing it with a multi-unit residential 
development. 

At previous BLC meetings, 
Kulich has made his case arguing 
the 19th Century home he owns on 
Union, built by renowned Boston 
architect, Asher Benjamin, and the 
other on Lawrence in Thompson 

Square both have significant his-
toric value and should be protect-
ed with landmark status. 

The study BLC voted to begin 
over the summer is just the first 
step in a long process to potential-
ly establish the district and be able 
to prevent the demolition of any of 
the buildings.

“There were a couple of com-
munity meetings and the former 
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“This is not a do-over” 
Union St. Architectural Conservation 
District still pending with BLC

CNC CORNeR

The Charlestown Neighborhood Council will hold a public 
meeting on Tuesday March 1, at 7 pm.  The meeting will be held in 
person at the Knights of Columbus (masks required), 545 Medford 
Street, Charlestown. Dan Jaffe will discuss transportation challeng-
es within Charlestown in Part 2 of ‘Micro-bus for Charlestown.’ 
A recording of Part 1 is on our website.  Please send questions or 
matters of concern via email to cnc02129@gmail.com.

By Lauren Bennett

At the Boston Landmarks 
Commission (BLC) hearing on 
Feb. 22, the Commission provided 
a chance for the proponent of a 
petition to create an Architectural 
Conservation District for Union 
Street in Charlestown to give the 
presentation once again, as the 
owner of 8 Lawrence St. said he 
was not notified about the hearing 
in August of last year when the 
BLC voted to accept the petition 
for further study. 

“It came to our attention that 
the owners of the property did not 
have sufficient time to be allowed 
to attend and participate in that 
preliminary hearing,” said Lynn 
Smiledge, chair of the BLC. 

“This is an opportunity for the 
proponent of this district to pres-
ent for the second time.” No com-
missioner or public comment was 
taken, as “this is a pending archi-
tectural conservation district.”

Ronald Kulich, owner of 30 
Union St., provided what he called 
an “abbreviated presentation,” 
and went through the history of 
the architecture on Union St. He 
said that “dozens of abutters” 
have shown support for the con-
servation of the historic nature of 
the only two properties in question 
as part of the proposed conserva-
tion district: 8 Lawrence St. and 
30 Union St.

Patrick Sweeney, an attorney 
on behalf of Nestor Limas of 8 
Lawrence Street LLC, said that he 
was under the impression that the 
Feb. 22 hearing “was a start-over 
proposition,” and that his client 
was not properly notified about 

the original hearing. 
“Unfortunately, despite 

Landmarks knowing that my 
client owned the property at 8 
Lawrence, we were required to 
submit a form for thew change 
of ownership,” he said. “On June 
23, Landmarks sent a letter to 
my client at his address,” though 
he said “we had no knowledge” 
because he said that the notice for 
the hearing had been sent to the 
previous owner.

In December, Sweeney said he 
put in a Freedom of Information 
Act request with the city in “12 
different areas,” two for the 
Inspectional Services Department 
and the remaining 10 to the 
Landmarks Commission. He said 
he has not received the public 
records he asked for. 

Rosanne Foley, Executive 
Director of the Boston Landmarks 
Commission, said that “we took 
the time to upload every single 
record you asked for,” and upon 
hearing he had not received them, 
told Sweeney that the BLC “will 
make sure you get them as quickly 
as possible. We provide every per-
son who asks for records records 
as quickly as we can in accordance 
with the law,” she said.

“We’re in a situation where 
one hearing was held with notice 
given to the prior owner at the 
address of the property with full 
knowledge that my client was the 
owner,” Sweeney said. 

“I’m very sorry for this lack of 
communication,” Smiledge said, 
but reiterated that Tuesday’s hear-
ing “is not a do-over. We’re not 
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By John Lynds

At a press conference 
Wednesday Mayor Michelle Wu 
said, for anyone who has had to 
try to find an early childhood edu-
cation seat in Boston navigating 
the many complicated systems, 
registrations and applications can 
be a daunting task. 

“This is time for city leadership 
to step up and help provide a 
one stop shop,” said Mayor Wu. 
“We know that the pandemic has 
deepened every challenge that the 
city is facing, and our childcare 
gaps in access and the stresses on 
our early educators have certainly 
deepened as well. In Boston, and 
in Massachusetts, we have the sec-
ond highest cost of childcare any-
where around the country and we 
continue to see the impacts of that 
ripple throughout our communi-
ties, throughout our economy and 

throughout our city.”
To combat this Wu announced 

the creation of the Office of Early 
Childhood to advance the admin-
istration’s commitment to univer-
sal, affordable, high-quality early 
education and care for all children 
under five. The new office will 
expand access to early education 
and childcare programs, invest in 
Boston’s early education and care 
workforce, and serve as a cen-
tral point-of-entry for residents 
looking for information on early 
education and childcare program-

ming and wraparound services for 
young children and their families. 

The Office will address needs 
highlighted in Boston’s 2021 
Childcare Census Survey report, 
which the Mayor also released 
Wednesday. 

“We conducted this census just 
to understand the needs and real-
ities of our Early Education and 
Care ecosystem from families and 
educators,” said Wu. “We are here 
to report back that unsurprising-

Mayor Michelle Wu announces the creation of the Office of Early 
Childhood at a press conference Wednesday. 

Mayor Wu 
announces 
creation of the 
Office of early 
Childhood

(WU Pg. 3)

The case for a Union Street Architectural 
Conservation District in Charlestown rages on
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c harlesTown The Independent Newspaper Group reserves the right to edit 
letters for space and clarity. We regret that we cannot publish 

unsigned letters. Please include your street and telephone number 
with your submission. The Independent Newspaper Group pub-

lishes columns, viewpoints and letters to the editor as a forum for 
readers to express their opinions and to encourage debate. Please 
note that the opinions expressed are not necessarily those of The 
Independent Newspaper Group. Text or attachments emailed to 

editor@reverejournal.com are preferred. 

SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Patriot-Bridge encourages residents to submit engagement, wedding and 

birth announcements, news releases, business and education briefs, sports 
stories and photos for publication. Items should be forwarded to our offices at 
385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151.  Items can also  be faxed to 781-485-1403.  

We also encourage readers to e-mail news releases and photos to deb@
reverejournal.com.

WHAT’S OLD IS NEW
As this is being written, a huge Russian Army is standing ready and 

poised, at the whim of Russian dictator Vladimir Putin, to invade the 
nation of Ukraine, potentially bringing death and devastation to Europe 
on a scale not seen since 1939 when Nazi Germany invaded Poland with 
a bliztkrieg.

As was the case in 1939, when authoritarian leaders in Germany, 
Italy, and Japan combined to form an Axis, Putin and his fellow dictator, 
Xi Jinping of China, are conspiring to set the world ablaze. Putin has 
Ukraine in his crosshairs and Xi likewise has his sights set on an invasion 
of Taiwan.

The big difference between now and then is that these dictators pos-
sess nuclear weapons, which makes an all-out war unthinkable. 

That means that they can get away with pretty much anything. They 
know that the U.S., which is their only countervailing force, will be hes-
itant to engage them directly because of the threat of escalation into a 
nuclear conflict.

Another difference between now and then is that both Russia and 
China have the ability to wreak havoc throughout the world by means of 
cyber warfare. The world economy, including that of the U.S., is incred-
ibly vulnerable to Russian and Chinese hacks.

Make no mistake about it -- if the U.S. imposes the severe economic 
sanctions on Russia that are being promised by the Biden administra-
tion, the Russians will retaliate with a scale of cyber warfare that will 
make the hacks of last year look like child’s play.

Another key difference between 1939 and today is that Russia plays 
a huge role in the world’s energy markets. Although the Russian econo-
my is only a fraction the size of California’s, Russia serves as the major 
energy provider for Western Europe. A shutdown of the delivery of Rus-
sian natural gas and oil to Europe will drive energy prices skyrocketing 
beyond their already-high levels.

Our so-called allies in the Middle East, especially Saudi Arabia, could 
help out, but they’re in bed with the Russians. Their decision to keep oil 
output artificially low is creating an energy crisis not seen since the Arab 
oil embargoes of the 1970s and early 1980s.

In addition, U.S. oil producers have joined the Saudi-Russian oil-opo-
ly by limiting energy production in this country, thereby keeping prices 
artificially high. If energy prices continue their upward trend, the Biden 
administration may have to order a nationalization of the oil industry to 
increase domestic output.

World history has shown that dictators do what dictators do. Putin, 
Xi, and MBS essentially are dictators for life and face no consequenc-
es for their policies and actions in their own countries. Al three have 
cracked down brutally on political opponents and various ethnic groups 
that may pose even a remote threat to their regimes.

As they seek to expand their authoritarian regimes beyond their bor-
ders, world peace will be in peril.

Dark days lie ahead.

Guest Op-ed

We all face challenges
Dr. Glenn Mollette

Everyone will face insurmount-
able challenges in life. The price 
of longevity is heartache, opposi-
tion, failures, grief and life events 
that come out of nowhere. Life is 
filled with the death of loved ones, 
financial ups and downs, daily 
health challenges and world events 
that impact us whether we like 
them or not. 

Russia is going to invade 
Ukraine. Most of us don’t like Rus-
sia anyway but we have to sit here 
and watch what they are doing to 
someone else while it negatively 
affects our energy, financial stabil-
ity, our military, and our everyday 
lives. We don’t like it; we don’t 
want it but we will be impacted by 
the evil decisions of Russia’s lead-
ership. Can you imagine how the 
people of Ukraine feel?

We despise what Covid-19 has 
done to all us. Mask wearing, vac-
cinations and the fear of gathering 
have tormented us. The loss of 
family and friends who went into 
Intensive Care Units and never 
came home haunts us.  Can we 
begin to imagine how they felt as 
they struggled to breathe on respi-
rators their last few days of life? 

We have all faced news that a 
loved one was killed on the battle-
field, or someone died suddenly of 
a heart attack, or received news of 
terminal cancer.

Typically, we ask why? We ask 
God, “Why has this happened?” 
or “Why me, God?” Often there 
is rarely a good answer. We can 
analyze and say, “This could have 
been prevented. Or, this is how 
he or she should have lived their 
lives.” Sports fans making sug-
gestions from their recliners while 
watching reruns always see how 
the play could have been run bet-
ter. 

Life is always in motion. We 
make decisions. We react to situ-
ations differently. We don’t always 
do the right thing and emotions 
often overturn commonsense. 

The reality is that we all face 
and walk through fires. Most of 
the time we’re hopeful that every-
thing will work out alright. Often, 
things do.  Unfortunately, every-
thing doesn’t always work out 
alright. If we manage to survive, 
that’s when we have to help oth-
ers who are crushed in spirit, who 
can’t see the light of day for the 
darkness in their lives. 

Ukraine needs their allies or they 
will never be the same.  It can’t be 
all the United States. We can’t save 
everyone and have proved it over 
and again from Afghanistan to 
Iraq to Vietnam.

There are always those around 
you who need your emotional and 
spiritual support. If nothing else, 
friendship and a word of kindness 
and support are always meaning-
ful. 

Most of the time, we feel as if 
we face our greatest challenges 
alone. A lonely place of despera-
tion is a dark place to be. 

Don’t ever go there. Look to 
God. When money, friends, edu-
cation, hospitals, doctors and the 
church can’t fix what you are fac-
ing God can see you through. He 
never leaves us or forsakes us. His 
hand is strong and nothing can 
pull us out of his mighty hand.

Glenn Mollette is the publish-
er of Newburgh Press, Liberty 
Torch and various other publish-
ing imprints; a national columnist 
–  American Issues and Common 
Sense opinions, analysis, stories 
and features appear each week 
In over 500 newspapers, websites 
and blogs across the United States.
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Elite
253 Main St. • Charlestown • 617-241-5566

www.c21elite.com
Sales • Rentals • Free Market Analysis

Certified Buyer Agents

 BUYER 1 SELLER 1               ADDRESS PRICE
Price, Eilanna S          Vellucci, Christina 12 Sheafe St #2           $445,000  

Armstrong, Mary A Schaller, Kristin 17 Sackville St #3       $620,000  

Goldberg, Michael          Tucker, Ross          29 Essex St #2             $835,000  

Alix, Veronica E         Clark Charles W Est     50 Mystic St #1                $814,000 

Mcvey, Kathleen A   Feder, Alpa             65-67 Monument Ave #1   $880,000  

Barry, Courtney B Brouse Jr, Edward G 97 Bartlett St #3            $729,000  

Alix, Veronica E      Clark Charles W Est   99 Pearl St #13             $814,000

Gabriela Coletta, candidate for 
Boston City Councilor District 
One, announced the endorse-
ment of Daniel Ryan, State 
Representative for 2nd Suffolk. 
Preliminary Election Day is April 
5. General Election Day is May 3.

“I’ve known Gigi through her 
service to the City of Boston, par-
ticularly her work in my home-
town of Charlestown,” said Ryan. 
“She understands these neighbor-
hoods. Nobody will work harder 
for the people of District 1 than 
she will. Her broad coalition of 
supporters have hit the ground, 
knocking on doors and talking 
to voters about this election. I 
proudly throw my support behind 
Gigi’s energetic campaign and will 
do everything I can to assist her 
efforts to represent District 1 on 
the City Council. I look forward 
to having her as a colleague and 
partner.”

Daniel Ryan is one of the many 
elected leaders to endorse Gabriela 
Coletta for Boston City Council 
District 1.

“Dan Ryan’s dedication to his 
district has served as an exam-
ple for and an inspiration to me 
over the years, and I am so hon-
ored to have his endorsement,” 
said Coletta. “He always puts the 
needs of others before his own and 
I would be thrilled to work with 
him hand-in-hand to serve the 
people of Charlestown.”

Gabriela Coletta will host a can-
vass this weekend in Charlestown 
with Dan Ryan this Sunday at 
12PM,. For more information, 
please visit 

http://gigi4district1.us/events. 
This Sunday at 4PM, State 
Representative Dan Ryan will host 
an event in support of Coletta’s can-
didacy with Charlestown friends 
at Warren Tavern. For more infor-
mation please visit, http://secure.
actblue.com/donate/gc-millennials

In just the first month of her 
candidacy, Coletta has secured the 
endorsement of over seventy com-
munity leaders including various 
former and current elected offi-
cials. To learn more visit about 

gabrielacoletta.com, Facebook at 
@GigiforDistrictOne, and Twitter 
@Gigi4District1. 

Gabriela Coletta has dedicated 
her entire life working in service 
to others and empowering her 
neighbors to become involved in 
local democracy. She’s currently 
the External Relations Manager 
at the New England Aquarium 
where she advocates for a more 
resilient, inclusive, and accessible 
waterfront for all Bostonians. As 
Campaign Manager for Councilor 
Edwards’s successful 2017 cam-
paign, Gabriela activated and 
mobilized a grassroots campaign 
consisting of a broad coalition 
of residents, unions, volunteers, 
and advocacy groups numbering 
over 500 people - all of whom felt 
disenfranchised by the political 
establishment - to elect the first 
Black woman to represent us on 
the Boston City Council. For more 
information, please visit https://
www.gabrielacoletta.com/about.

Daniel ryan endorses Gabriela Coletta

able to do that. I thought that was 
made very clear to the owners and 
the petitioners tonight. This is not 
something we can remedy to your 
satisfaction tonight,” since the 
property has already been accept-
ed as a pending landmark and 
more process is needed to make it 
an actual landmark.

Foley said that “our usual prac-
tice is to notify the owner that is 
listed in assessing. It wasn’t until 

there was an issue with the new 
owner saying they didn’t know 
about the petition that this was 
re-publicized so they would have 
their opportunity to speak.” 

Nestor Limas stated that “I was 
not noticed properly,” and said 
that the “evidence is very clear 
that they had my address.” He 
continued, “there’s an issue of the 
legitimacy of that meeting.”

Smiledge said that though she 

believes further discussion on this 
matter is necessary, this particular 
hearing is not the forum to have 
that conversation.

Sweeney said that though “I 
understand your position now,” 
he doesn’t believe it is “supported 
by the law.”

No further action was taken on 
the matter at this hearing.

ly, the vast majority of families 
who participated in the Census 
reported that they are looking 
for formalized care, but having 
trouble finding it. Many of our 
families are relying on some infor-
mal arrangement, often with a 
family member, often not covering 
enough hours that are needed (for 
parents to work).”

Wu said 81 percent undergoing 
this kind of informal arrangement 
are women and this is impacting 
their own careers and their own 
professional development. 

“The costs are high,” said Wu. 
“The need is great, but the oppor-
tunity is tremendous right now as 
well. So it is time to truly tackle 
root causes and  understand just 
how much our child care infra-
structure is the foundation for 
families to thrive all across our 
city and beyond.”

The Office will advance the 
Mayor’s work to prioritize the 
City’s youngest residents and their 
families by: Accelerating the cre-
ation of a universal pre-K sys-
tem that stretches across Boston 
Public Schools (BPS), communi-
ty-based organizations, and fam-
ily-based childcare programs, and 
expanding high-quality, afford-
able options for infants and tod-
dlers; Creating a one-stop shop 
for enrollment and access to early 
education and childcare programs 
by building an accessible, multi-
lingual platform so that options 
are clear, streamlined, and acces-
sible to all families; Investing in 
the early education and childcare 
workforce by building sustainable 
career pathways that recognize 
early educators as professionals 
who are essential to young chil-
dren’s wellbeing; Coordinating 
outreach and information for City 
and community programming 
that impacts the lives of young 
children and their families. 

Wu said the city will be hir-
ing a leader of the new Office 
of Early Childhood to advance 
this work in partnership with 
the Boston Public Schools, the 
Mayor’s Office of Women’s 
Advancement, the Boston Public 
Health Commission, Boston 
Centers for Youth and Families, 
other City departments, and com-
munity organizations that serve 
Boston’s children and families.

“We are excited to deepen the 
City’s investment in high-quali-
ty, accessible childcare solutions 
for early childhood professionals, 
families, and their little ones,” said 
Executive Director of the Mayor’s 
Office of Women’s Advancement 
Alexandra Valdez. “The Office 

of Early Childhood will continue 
the work of looking at closing 
child care gaps with communi-
ty voices at the center. This will 
not only create opportunities 
to further support a child’s care 
needs and early development, but 
also empower a profession that 
is largely represented by women, 
specifically women of color, and 
our immigrant community.”

Wu added that Boston Public 
Schools has led the way in build-
ing out a mixed-delivery system 
for universal pre-K (UPK) that 
integrates both BPS classrooms 
and community-based orga-
nizations. In its third year, the 
UPK program currently serves 
664 pre-K students through 21 
community-based organizations 
across 32 program sites; 2,556 
non-special education K1 seats 
for 4-year-olds, and 880 special 
education seats for 3- and 4-year-
olds in K0/K1.

In 2021, UPK expanded to 
include a pilot program to serve 
3-year-olds in addition to 4-year-
olds in 2021-22. For the upcoming 
school year in 2022-23, Boston 
UPK plans to expand to serve up 
to 930 children at community 
provider settings, including 600 
4-year-olds and 330 3-year-olds. 
The City of Boston and Boston 
Public Schools recently released an 
Invitation for Bids (IFB) to iden-
tify additional community-based 
organizations seeking to join the 
UPK program. The IFB deadline 
is April 4, and more details can be 
found on the BPS Universal Pre-K 
website. 

By investing in and growing the 
early educator workforce, sup-
porting early education and child-
care businesses, and streamlining 
information and access for fami-
lies, the Office of Early Childhood 
will support UPK’s continued 
expansion by increasing the num-
ber of seats available to infants 
and toddlers.

“I am grateful to Mayor Wu 
and her team and all who have 
worked so hard to advance this 
work on behalf of our children 
and their families,” said Chair 
of the Boston School Committee 
Jeri Robison. “As someone who 
has dedicated my entire career 
to ensuring enhanced access to 
all-inclusive early education and 
care, I am heartened today to see 
this important next step in our 
City’s progress. We are sending a 
message to our families today that 
Boston is united in our work to 
help our youngest learners get off 
to the right start through new sup-
port to them and their families.”
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A short story about a
motorcycle. 

And a sudden turn. 

When she was a young college student,
Elisabeth Marra had a serious motorcycle
accident that ultimately changed her life.
Two years after the crash, her painful open
fractures had failed to heal. Then she heard
about a new and complex surgery pioneered
by a surgeon who used a patient’s own stem
cells to concentrate the healing process. This
time, her surgery and subsequent therapy
were successful. 

Elisabeth’s experience caused her to re-
direct her own career aspirations. Inspired by
the medical professionals who helped her
reclaim her active lifestyle, she changed her
major to study physical therapy—a
profession where her own experience could
help other patients prevail through difficult
recoveries.

We tell Elisabeth Marra’s story here to
illustrate two of the most profound messages
we know. Don’t give up, and remember to
give back. If reading it inspires just one more
person to achieve something special, then its
telling here has been well worth while. 

aaos.org/75years

Celebrating 
Human Healing

orthoinfo.org

By John Lynds 

With Boston’s weekly COVID 
positive test rate falling below 
5 percent for the first time in 
months, Mayor Michelle Wu and 
Dr. Bisola Ojikutu announced last 
week that the City’s “B Together” 
policy, which requires patrons and 
staff of certain indoor spaces to 
show proof of vaccination against 
COVID-19, would be lifted effec-
tive immediately. 

“The public health data shows 
that we’re ready to take this step 
in our recovery,” said Mayor Wu. 
“This news highlights how much 
progress we’ve made in our fight 
against COVID-19 thanks to vac-
cines & boosters—which have 
always been our most effective 
weapon against the pandemic. It’s 
a win for every Bostonian who’s 
done their part to keep our com-
munities safe, and we have to keep 
going. I want to thank all of our 
small businesses who have been 

working to keep our communi-
ties healthy through challenging 
times.”

Public health data shows 
Boston has a 4.6% community 
positivity rate, a 90.7% occupan-
cy rate of adult ICU beds, and 
7-day average of adult COVID-19 
hospitalizations at 195.9 per day, 
falling below all three previously 
announced thresholds.

“I’m encouraged by our 
COVID-19 data and optimistic 
about where our city is headed. 
The City’s COVID-19 response has 
been guided by science throughout 
the pandemic, and we will contin-
ue to make data-driven decisions 
in our mitigation and response 
strategies in order to keep every-
one safe,” said Commissioner 
of Public Health and Executive 
Director of the Boston Public 
Health Commission (BPHC) Dr. 
Ojikutu. “The Boston Public 
Health Commission remains 
focused on ensuring equitable 

access to vaccination and support-
ing communities disproportionate-
ly impacted by COVID-19.”

However, Wu and Ojikutu said 
the City’s mask mandate for indoor 
spaces, including schools, remains 
in effect until further notice.  

According to the BPHC 14,734 
residents were tested citywide 
last week and 4.6 percent were 
COVID positive--this was a 33 
percent decrease from the 6.9 per-
cent that reportedly tested positive 
for the week ending on February 
14. The weekly positive test rate 
has now decreased 57 percent in 
Boston since February 7. 

According to the weekly report 
released Monday by the BPHC, 
385 Charlestown residents were 
tested and 5.2 percent were found 
to be positive--this was a 40 per-
cent decrease from the 8.7per-
cent that tested positive between 
February 7 and February 14. So 
far the weekly positive test rate has 
decreased 62.5 percent week over 

week since  February 7. 
Twenty additional Charlestown 

residents tested positive for the 
virus last week and the number of 
positive cases increased to 3,517 
overall since the start of the pan-
demic.

The statistics released by 
the BPHC as part of its week-
ly COVID19 report breaks down 
the number of cases and infection 
rates in each neighborhood. It also 
breaks down the number of cases 
by age, gender and race.

Citywide positive cases of coro-
navirus increased 0.64 percent 
last week and went from 162,683 
cases to 163,720 confirmed cases 
in a week. 

There were 19 additional deaths 
in Boston from the virus in the 
past week and the total COVID 
deaths is now at 1,697. Deaths 
decreased 14 percent in Boston 
last week with three less deaths 
than the 22 deaths reported by the 
BPHC two weeks ago. 

By Lauren Bennett

The City of Boston held a bud-
get listening session for Districts 
1, 3 and 4 on Feb. 19 as part 
of its Budget Listening Tour. 
Approximately 65 people tuned 
into the Zoom session to learn 
about the city’s budget process and 
provide feedback on things they’d 
like to see in the Fiscal Year 2023 
city budget.

Jim Williamson, the city’s 
Budget Director, gave a brief pre-
sentation about the budget process 
and how it works.

He said that the city is “really 
excited to hear people’s thoughts,” 
especially since voters voted to 
change the role of the City Council 
in the budgeting process in last 
November’s election and a partic-
ipatory budgeting model will be 
created.

Boston’s budget has two parts, 
the operating budget, which gets 
most of its funding from things 
like taxes and state aid and pays 
for general city services, and the 
capital budget, which receives 
funding from the operating budget 
to pay for municipal bonds for 
longer-term projects. 

Williamson explained that the 
operating budget has two parts: 
expenses and revenue. The most 
amount of money is spent on pub-
lic agencies, then on general gov-
ernment agencies, public safety, 
fixed costs such as pensions, and 

health insurance. 
Williamson also said that 73 

percent of the FY22 budget came 
from property taxes. The rest 
comes from state aid, departmen-
tal revenue, excise taxes, and non 
recurring revenue. 

He also explained the budget 
timeline. FY22 started on July 1 
of 2021, and the FY23 budget 
process began in the winter of 
2021 and 2022. On April 13 of 
this year, Mayor Wu will submit 
her recommended budget, and in 
May and June, the City Council 
will hold hearings elated to budget 
matters. On June 8, the Council 
will vote on the budget, and on 
June 15, the Mayor will accept or 
reject the Council’s version. On 
July 1, FY23 begins.

There are also several charter 
changes that will affect how the 
City Council interacts with the 
budget. Prior to last November’s 
election, the Council was only 
permitted to “reject, reduce, or 
pass the budget,” but on top of 
that, they will also be allowed to 
“amend” individual line items in 
the budget. 

According to a slide presented, 
“amending the budget means that 
the Council can reduce certain 
appropriations and increase oth-
ers, as long as it stays within the 
overall total budget submitted by 
the Mayor.”

Additionally, an Office of 
Participatory Budgeting will be 

created by 2024 per the ballot 
measure. 

“This listening tour is an 
opportunity to hear from you,” 
Williamson said, though he added 
that the city engages the public all 
year long to gain insight into what 
residents would like to see as part 
of the budget. He said people can 
reach out to their City Councilors, 
mayor’s liaisons, or call 311 with 
budget feedback as well. 

During the public comment 
portion, several residents spoke 
about what they believe money 
should be allocated towards. 

Frank O’Brien of the East 
Boston Climate Coalition said that 
“we’re recommending that the city 
identify a meaningful public pro-
cess from the Feb.-April time peri-
od for measures in East Boston.” 
He said that East Boston and a few 
others “have very significant cli-
mate risk,” and that the Coalition 
“recommend that all stakeholders 
be fully involved.”

In the chat, he said that he’d 
like to see in the “final capital 
budget line items for priority flood 
risk pathways for East Boston, 
with a focus on natural systems.” 

Phil Giffee of Neighborhood of 
Affordable Housing in East Boston 
wrote: “May I agree with Frank 
that East Boston, as a vulnerable, 
environmental justice community, 
needs significant capital invest-
ments in green/gray infrastructure. 
If we fail to address this neces-

sity, small businesses, long-time 
as well as diverse new residents, 
public properties such as the tun-
nels/T, public schools will suffer 
losses which no insurance policies 
will ever cover. DPA’s need to 
be amended soon. Collaboration 
with private owners in order to 
create more affordable housing 
and climate protections are essen-
tial.”

A question was also asked 
about all Boston communities 
being given an equitable voice in 
the process. City Councilor Lydia 
Edwards said that as Williamson 
mentioned, “this process is already 
in response to that,” she said. 
She also spoke of a “democratic 
process for participating” in the 
budget process, adding that “those 
words need to be defined” and will 
be by the Office of Participatory 
Budgeting once it is created. 

Several residents spoke on 
behalf of allocating money 
towards Crane’s Ledge Woods in 
Roslindale, and several also asked 
for more funding for parks. 

Kathy Elliott said that more 
discussion should be had about 
“where the budget can be cut” 
rather than where it can be added 
to. “We have so many competing 
needs,” she said. “Let’s look where 
we can cut some waste….We have 
a lot of wealthy institutions in 
Boston who do not pay their fair 
share of taxes.”

Orient Heights resident Cindy 

Baxter spoke about climate resil-
ience in East Boston, specifically 
about TREE Eastie and planting 
more street trees in the neighbor-
hood. She said that with “extra 
staffing,” she hopes that these 
plantings can continue. 

She also said that more “liai-
son support” from the Mayor’s 
Office would be beneficial to the 
neighborhood. She said that East 
Boston is a “neighborhood of 
40,000-plus people” and “could 
really use that personal touch” of 
more representatives.

Lastly, Baxter said that “feet on 
the street is really important from 
a police perspective,” adding that 
she is “seeing the positive percep-
tion from even the police ice cream 
trucks.”

Two more listening sessions 
remain as part of this tour: Wed., 
Feb. 23 from 6-7pm for Districts 
2, 7, and 9, and Fri., Feb. 25 
from 10-11am with At-Large 
Councilors. 

The city has also put out a 
survey as another way for resi-
dents to provide feedback during 
the budget process, which can 
be found at https://docs.google.
com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdaPlAK-
b8UygwdLkEUmjTnUM6dL-
rhIr8dVls2AN-bEqFKCmYg/
viewform.

City holds budget listening session for Districts 1, 3, and 4

Charlestown’s weekly COVID positive test decreases
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Candidate for Boston City 
Council District 1 and BPS mother 
Tania Del Rio released her vision 
for the future of BPS, crafted col-
laboratively with a coalition of 
community members, parents, and 
education experts, including for-
mer Chief of Education for the 
City of Boston Rahn Dorsey and 
community activist Elsa Flores.

Her plan outlines a pathway 
to ensure all students have equi-
table access to quality schools 
and safe learning environments 
by providing safe, quality, and 
sustainable learning environments; 
expanding mental health resourc-
es; guaranteeing safe, accessible 
environments for our immigrant 
students; streamlining our school 
transportation system; enriching 
our arts education curriculum; 
and charting a path forward for 
Charlestown High School. 

She also includes her com-
mitment to expanding Universal 
Pre-K for all 3-year-olds, her sup-
port for an elected school commit-
tee, and her intention to integrate 
community input into the process 
of appointing a new superinten-
dent. To spread awareness, the 
Del Rio campaign will be hosting 
a series of collaborative round 
tables, open to all members of the 
public and the press, in support 
of envisioning BPS’ future. (Stay 
tuned for more details & RSVP 
information!)

“As a BPS parent, transforming 

the Boston Public Schools into 
an equitable, thriving system is 
personal to me. I have experienced 
the joys and challenges of BPS and 
advocated for our early educa-
tors and children throughout my 
career. Throughout the pandemic, 
chronic absentee rates have been 
very high and unenrollment from 
BPS threatens the success of the 
system. As a City Councilor, my 
focus would be to do everything 
we can to attract students and 
families back into our school sys-
tem by providing equitable access 
to an excellent education for all,” 
said Del Rio.

“Justice and prosperity in 
Boston depend on having leaders, 
like Tania, who can act powerfully 

and produce results in the places 
[like our education system], where 
society’s contemporary challenges 
come together. Tania has [already] 
demonstrated the unique ability to 
work at [these] important policy 
intersections and turn aspirations 
into tangible progress, in her case 
increasing early education quality 
in Boston, increasing the economic 
sustainability of early childhood 
businesses and expanding oppor-
tunity for women in and beyond 
the workplace. I am ecstatic that 
she has chosen to run for Boston 
City Council,” said former chief 
education executive Dorsey.

“As a mother, activist, and edu-
cation professional, I fully support 
and value Tania Del Rio’s plan to 

improve our education system, as 
part of her candidacy for District 
1 City Council. It is important 
that our immigrant community 
feels represented and valued. All 
students need to feel recognized, 
like their culture is respected, 

like their teachers want them to 
succeed, and like their family is 
involved.  I am excited to see this 
plan of instrumental and inclusive 
improvements that Tania has pro-
posed for our education sphere,” 
said Flores.

Care Dimensions, the largest 
hospice and palliative care pro-
vider in Massachusetts serving 
more than 100 communities, 
is pleased to welcome Gowri 
Nagaraj of Charlestown to our 
Board of Directors. She is the 
director of Business Expansion 
at Point32Health, the company 
recently formed through the merg-
er of Harvard Pilgrim Health Care 
and Tufts Health Plan.

“I welcome Gowri to our 
Board of Directors, where she 
brings abundant experience, 
expertise and enthusiasm for our 
mission of providing comprehen-
sive and compassionate care for 

individuals and families dealing 
with life-threatening illnesses,” 
said President and CEO Patrician 
Ahern, RN, MBA, FACHE. “She 
has built a legacy of transforming 
lives in healthcare and we are 
thrilled she is committed to our 
organization and its work.”

Previously, Gowri was on 
the corporate strategic planning 
teams at Mass General Brigham 
Healthcare, New England 
Baptist Hospital and University 
of Kentucky Health System. She 
earned her master’s degree in health 
administration from the University 
of Kentucky and her Bachelor of 
Engineering in biomedical engi-

neering from Manipal Institute of 
Technology in Karnataka, India.

Care Dimensions is the larg-
est hospice and palliative care 
provider to adults and children 
in Massachusetts. As a non-
profit, community-based lead-
er in advanced illness care, Care 
Dimensions provides comprehen-
sive hospice, palliative care, grief 
support in more than 100 commu-
nities in Massachusetts. Founded 
in 1978 as Hospice of the North 
Shore, Care Dimensions cares for 
patients wherever they live – in 
their homes, in skilled nursing 
facilities and assisted living com-
munities, in hospitals, or at our 

two inpatient hospice facilities, 
the Care Dimensions Hospice 
House in Lincoln and the Kaplan 
Family Hospice House in Danvers. 
Additionally, Care Dimensions 
HomeMD program provides 
in-home primary care to patients 
over age 65 in select communities 
on the North Shore and Greater 
Boston who have difficulty leav-
ing home. The Care Dimensions 
Learning Institute educates more 
than 7,000 health care profession-
als and community members each 
year on advanced illness and end-
of-life topics. Please visit www.
CareDimensions.org to learn more 
about Care Dimensions.

TO ADVeRTISe 
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781-485-0588

GRACE BLOODWELL, Broker
15+ Years Experience, Local Resident

Seller, Buyer & Landlord Representation

617-512-4939
grace.bloodwell@nemoves.com

Coldwell Banker | 2 Thompson Sq | Charlestown MA
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Ash Wednesday Service     
March 2, 7PM                    

Saint John’s Episcopal Church
27 Devens Street     www.stjohns02129.org              

Lenten Lunch Series 
Wednesdays at 12PM    
March 9-April 6          

Care Dimensions welcomes Gowri Nagaraj of Charlestown to its board of Directors

Gowri Nagaraj.

*All participants will receive $25 after completion of their 
visit. To complete the visit, participants must create an 
account, give consent, agree to share their electronic 
health records, answer health surveys, and have their 
measurements taken (height, weight, blood pressure, 
etc.), and give blood and urine samples, if asked.

All of Us and the All of Us logo are service marks of the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services.

Why have some communities not 
been a part of medical research?
You can help researchers develop new and better 
treatments that benefit all of us.

Many groups of people have been left out of 
research in the past. That means we know less about 
their health. When you join the All of Us Research 
Program, you'll help researchers learn more about 
what makes people sick or keeps them healthy.

JoinAllofUs.org/NewEngland  
(617) 768-8300
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Tania Del Rio releases plan to engage boston’s unique resources into equitable, exemplary education
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Appraisals  Consulting  Project Management 
www.manziappraisers.com 

5 reasons to have your decorative 
arts appraised now

• Authentication • Valuation
• Documentation • Compilation

• Organization

20% off for appraisal services

www.manziappraisers.com

Call us now to protect your art investments 
at (617) 948-2577 • david@manziappraisers.com

Serving Greater Boston and New England
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What do you need today? Many merchants and 
service providers are adapting to the current 

crisis with new shopping options. Check here for 
ways to safely shop from your own home.
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By Cary Shuman

The Revere City Coun-
cil listened intently Mon-
day night as Brian Dakin, 
construction manager 
for the new Revere High 
School project, gave a de-
tailed presentation on all 
aspects of the project, from 
the timeline for design and 
construction, to the costs, 
and the three construction 
options on the table.

Dakin offered a slide 
presentation to comple-
ment his remarks. For the 
parents of schoolchildren 
watching at home, it had 
to be breathtaking to view 
the incredible plans for 
the potential $394 million 
project. State reimburse-
ment would be about $163 
million.

“This was an excel-

Staff Report 

Mayor Brian M. Arrigo 
announced Revere will ob-
serve Martin Luther King 
Day with “A Tribute to 
Martin Luther King Jr.”, a 
multi-faceted presentation 

is a collaboration between 
Revere Public Schools and 
the City’s Human Rights 
Commission that will fea-
ture music, discussion, 
and dynamic performance.

By John Lynds

Yesterday, voters in Re-
vere  and the rest of the 
First Suffolk & Middlesex 
district went to the polls 
and elected City Council-
or Lydia Edwards to serve 
as their next state senator. 
Once sworn in Edwards 
will become the first wom-
an and the first person of 
color to represent the dis-
trict.  

“I am grateful to the 
people of Boston, Cam-

bridge, Revere and Win-
throp for sending me to 
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TRASH 
DELAY

Due to the Martin Luther 
King Holiday on Monday 

January 17, 2022,
Trash will be delayed by 

one day
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Council hears 
presentation on 
new Revere High 
School project

Arrigo announces grant 
program to support local 

businesses and protect jobs

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 2

Revere residents will vote on new Regional high school project on Jan. 25

CHA RENAMES 
OBSTETRICS AND 
GYNECOLOGY 
CENTERS

Cambridge Health Al-
liance (CHA) Women’s 
Health Centers have a 
new name. All three cen-
ters in Cambridge, Somer-
ville and Revere are now 
called CHA Obstetrics 
and Gynecology Centers. 

CHA Obstetrics and 
Gynecology Centers fo-
cus on providing safe and 
equitable gynecological, 
reproductive health as 
well as prenatal and post-
natal care. “We care about 
all of our patients, every 
day,” said Kate Harney, 
MD, CHA’s chief of ob-
stetrics and gynecology. 

In 2021, CHA’s Labor, 
Delivery and Postpar-
tum services were named 
among the top 100 in the 
country by Newsweek 
magazine. This recogni-
tion, along with a Leap-
frog A grade and distin-
guished awards from the 

Looking for exceptional service?  If you are thinking of buying or selling call Jorge Betancur.  He has been a top selling agent in Revere for the past 5 years.  Put him to work for you TODAY!

Jorge Betancur
508.677.5570

Century 21 Mario Real Estate
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SCENES FROM THE FIRST SNOW OF THE YEAR

See EDWARDS Page 7

See KING Page 7

See HIGH SCHOOL Page 6

Shown above,  the public 
playground at the Susan 
B Anthony Complex was 
empty, filled with snow, 
instead of playful students 
Friday morning as Thursday 
evening’s storm continued 
to blanket the City Friday 
morning. 

Shown right, a resident 
awaits an Uber in the snow.
Shown below, early morning 
on Union Street as the snow 
starts to pile up.

Lydia Edwards becomes 
Senator-Elect Edwards 

following election

The Independent Newspaper Group 
Offices will be closed on

MONDAY, JANUARY 17
in observation of 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
JR. DAY

The office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18
Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

By Cary Shuman

Northeast Regional 
Vocational High School 
Committee member An-
thony Caggiano is urging 
Revere residents to vote 
on Jan. 25 in favor of the 
new high school project 
that is being planned for 
the current site in Wake-
field.

The referendum will be 
held on Tuesday, Jan. 25, 
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., at 
the St. Anthony’s Church 
bingo hall. New Elections 
Commissioner Paul Fahey 
will oversee the election in 
Revere. The other 11 com-
munities in the district will 
also be voting on Jan. 25.

“The vibes that [North-
east] Supt. David DiBarri 
and got from Mayor Brian 

Arrigo and city officials is 
that they seem very sup-
portive of the building of 
a new [Northeast] high 
school,” said Caggiano.

Caggiano said con-
struction costs for the new 
school would be $317 
million, of which the state 
reimbursement is $141 
million. He said that Re-
vere’s share of the project 
would be approximately 
$1.8 million per year for 
20 years.

“The new high school 
would be built on top of 
the hill on the Northeast 
campus where the football 
field [Breakheart Stadium] 
is,” said Caggiano. “Once 
construction is finished, 
the old school would be 
demolished. We would 
then build new athletic 

fields on the site of the old 
school.”

The new Northeast Re-
gional high school would 
have an enrollment of 
1,600 students, an increase 
from the current enroll-
ment of 1,300 students.

“Revere currently has 
the highest enrollment 

See NE VOKE Page 5

State Senator-Elect Lydia 
Edwards.

Staff Report

Mayor Brian M. Ar-
rigo and the Revere De-
partment of Planning and 
Community Develop-
ment (DPCD) announced 
$415,000 in Community 
Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) funding to es-
tablish a Microenterprise 

Grant Program. The pro-
gram is aimed at microen-
terprises and aims to help 
those small entrepreneurs 
as they withstand the con-
tinued pressures of operat-
ing in a COVID environ-
ment. Micro-enterprises 
are defined as businesses 

See GRANTS Page 5

City commemorates MLK Jr. 
with multi-faceted tribute

By John Lynds

It seems as though Win-
throp is not immune to the 

rising number of COVID 

cases that have affect-
ed neighboring cities and 

towns and some are reas-
sessing that bit of freedom 

we all enjoyed over the 

summer months. 
According to the Direc-

tor of the Winthrop Depart-
ment of Public Health & 

Clinical Services
Meredith Hurley, RN, 

MPH, the weekly positive 

test rate jumped 82 percent 

when comparing the week 

ending January 1 with the 

week ending December 25.
For the week ending 

January 1 3,386 Winthrop 

residents were tested for 

COVID and 15.8 percent 

were found to be positive. 

This was an 82 percent 

spike from the 8.7 percent 

that tested positive the 

week prior. 
Six percent more resi-

dents were tested for the vi-
rus during the week ending 

January 1 so it seems the 

Omnicron variant, which 

makes up nearly all new 

cases in the US, is spread-
ing rapidly through the 

town. 
The number of con-

firmed cases jumped from 

280 to 535 from Christmas 

By Laura Plummer

The Winthrop School 

Committee met on Jan. 10, 

where the dominant theme 

of the evening was the un-
precedented staff and stu-
dent absences in the district.

The meeting was the first 

to be attended by newly 

elected Town Council Pres. 

James Letterie and School 

Committee member Su-
zanne Leonard. They joined 

Chairwoman Jennifer Pow-
ell, Vice Chair Julie Barrie, 

and members Gus Martucci 

and Suzanne Swope.
Supt. Lisa Howard con-

gratulated and welcomed 

the committee’s new mem-
bers, calling it “an exciting 

time to start anew.”

COVID
In her usual COVID up-

date, Supt. Howard report-

ed a level of student and 

staff absences never before 

seen in the district. The 

town had predicted a spike 

due to holiday gatherings, 

especially with the Omi-
cron variant already on the 

rise, but nothing like this.
On Monday, Jan. 3, the 

district was missing 446 

students (almost a quarter 

of all enrolled) and 20 staff. 

While the student absences 

seemed to level off in the 

following days, the staff 

Staff Report

For Kids Only After-
school (FKO) received a 

$5,000 grant award from 

East Boston Savings Bank 

Charitable Foundation for 

FKO’s scholarship program 

to cover tuition costs for 

families in need.
“We are extremely grate-

ful for this generous grant 

which expanded access to 

safe afterschool and sum-
mer enrichment activities 

for Winthrop youth,” said 

Deborah Kneeland Keegan, 

FKO Executive Director. 

100% of grant funding was 

used to provide scholarship 

assistance that allows low 

and moderate income and 

at-risk school-aged youth 

from Winthrop access to 

quality out-of-school time 

enrichment.
FKO collaborates with 

Winthrop Public Schools 

and other community and 

government partners to 

design and provide out-
of-school-time (OST) ser-

vices that meet the needs 

of local youth. Through its 

longstanding contract with 

the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Early Education 

and Care, FKO provides 

low-income families with 

subsidized programming 

and through its contract 

with Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Family and Chil-
dren’s Services, provides 

Supportive Child Care ser-
vices for children at risk 

of abuse or neglect, living 

in foster care, or exposed 

to trauma. Together, these 

collaborations help FKO 

connect Winthrop youth to 

safe, healthy enrichment 

opportunities.
With this generous fund-

ing from the East Boston 

Savings Bank Charitable 

Foundation FKO will con-

Winthrop, MA 02152 | 617-846-9900

Check out our website;   cottagehillrealestate.com

Spacious 2 Bedroom for rent

Private porch, Beautiful neighborhood $2000
Offered by: Dan Clucas

Dan Clucas
(617) 548-7716

30 Cottage Park Rd. U130 Cottage Park Rd. U1
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37 HORACE ST.
EAST BOSTON

Now available at The ENZO – 1, 

2 & 3 bedrooms luxury condo 

units. Bosch stainless steel 

appliances, quartz countertops 

in-unit Electrolux washer & 

dryer, engineered hardwood 

floors and so much more. With 

prices ranging from $450,000-

$850,000 

24 GRAFTON AVE.
MILTON

Charming 4-bedroom single family 

home in one of the most beautiful 

tree-lined streets in East Milton. 

This home features 8 rooms, 1.5 

bathroom, 1 detached garage, off 

street parking for 4 cars and so 

many updates. $899,900

175 MAIN ST.  
WINTHROP

The work has been done the 

space is yours in this beautifully 

renovated single-family home 

on large corner lot! $725,000

Janice Stevens

617-877-6455

231 GLADSTONE ST. 
EAST BOSTON

Don’t miss this large 2 family 

home in the desirable Orient 

Heights Section of East Boston. 

This home features 15 rooms, 7 

bedrooms & 3 full bathrooms. 

Beautiful hardwood floors 

throughout and so many more 

updates. $899,900

178 COURT RD.
 WINTHROP

Picture perfect Colonial on one 

of the most sought-after street in 

town! $799,000

Call Erica Gore at 617-699-0227 

for more information

620 SHIRLEY ST. 
WINTHROP

This legal 3-family across 

the Street from the Ocean 

with fantastic views of the 

Harbor & Boston, featuring 12 

rooms, 6 bedrooms & 4 full 

bathrooms, 3 car parking and 

so much more has just been 

listed for $749,900

143 MORTON ST 
STOUGHTON

Open House Sat. 1/15 & 

Sun. 1/16 from 11-1 PM

Amazing corner oversized 

lot two-family home with 

abundant parking and two car 

garage! This home features 

10 rooms, 6 bedrooms & 3 

full bathrooms & so many 

updates. $629,900

NEW TO NEW TO 
MARKETMARKET

NEW TO NEW TO 
MARKETMARKET

UNDERUNDER
AGREEMENTAGREEMENT

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service

CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$3.05  Price 
subject to 
change 
without 
notice

See SCHOOL COMM. Page 3

See COVID-19 Page 3

TOWN PROVIDES 
CLARIFICATION  
ON PROPERTY 
TAX BILLS

Interim Town Manager 

Terence Delehanty and the 

Town of Winthrop wish 

to provide residents with 

an update on property tax 

bills.
Due to a software er-

ror, third-quarter tax bills 

displayed a 2021 assessed 

value on tax bills rather 

than the 2022 values they 

should have displayed. 

However, the amount due 

listed on individual bills is 

correct.
The Town of Winthrop 

has engaged the Depart-
ment of Revenue’s Divi-
sion of Local Services re-
garding the error.

“We would like to apol-
ogize for any confusion 

caused by this error, and 

encourage residents to 

reach out if they have any 

questions,” Delehanty said. 

“However, they should 

rest assured that the listed 

As Omicron rages, 

WPS sees historic 

staff, student absences

www.winthropmktplace.com • 35 Revere St. Winthrop

HELP WANTED
WE ARE LOOKING FOR CASHIERS TO WORK A VARIETY OF SHIFTS 

INCLUDING DAYS, NIGHTS AND WEEKENDS. QUALIFIED CANDI-

DATES MUST POSSESS STRONG CUSTOMER SERVICE SKILLS, BE 

ABLE TO MULTITASK, AND HAVE A GREAT ATTENTION TO DETAIL. 

INQUIRE WITHIN. ASK FOR MARC OR CHRIS.

TThhee  IInnddeeppeennddeenntt  NNeewwssppaappeerr  GGrroouupp  OOffifficceess  aarree  

aavvaaiillaabbllee  bbyy  aappppooiinnttmmeenntt  oonnllyy  ffoorr  tthhee  ssaaffeettyy  ooff  oouurr  ssttaaffff  

aanndd  ccuussttoommeerrss..  WWee  aapppprreecciiaattee  yyoouurr  ccooooppeerraattiioonn  aatt  tthhiiss  ttiimmee..

For news or advertising Mon. - Fri. 9-5pm,

PPlleeaassee  ccaallll  tthhee  ooffifficcee  778811--448855--00558888

OOrr  eemmaaiill,,  ffoorr  aaddss::  ddeebb@@rreevveerreejjoouurrnnaall..ccoomm  CCeellll::  661177--669999--44119900

FFoorr  nneewwss::  sstteepphheenn..qquuiigglleeyy@@rreevveerreejjoouurrnnaall..ccoomm

SScchheedduullee  aann  aappppooiinnttmmeenntt  dduurriinngg  tthheessee  hhoouurrss

Mon —Weds 9:30 — 5 | Thurs & Fri 9:30 — 4pm

385 Broadway, Revere, MA Suite 105

The Independent Newspaper Group 

Offices will be closed on

MONDAY, JANUARY 17

in observation of 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, 

JR. DAY
The office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18

Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

FIRST SNOWFALL OF 2022

See BRIEFS Page 6

TRASH 
DELAY

Due to the Martin Luther 

King Holiday on Monday 
January 17, 2022,

Trash will be delayed by 
one day

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

FKO Afterschool awarded $5,000 grant towards 

scholarships for Winthrop families in need

See FKO Page 3

Shown above, Saint John’s 

Episcopal Church on 

Bowdoin Street may have 

showed signs of a wintery 

cold day on the outside, but 

all are warmly welcomed 

inside.

Shown right, Matteo Cantu 

was out with his dad Dane, 

building a snow castle.

Shown below, residents 

make their way Winthrop’s 

boat launching ramp for a 

boat ride. See more photos 

on Page 8.

Winthrop COVID 
cases on the rise
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By John Lynds 

The COVID 19 virus continues 
to spread across the North End 
and the surrounding area with 2 
out of every 10 residents tested for 
the virus last week turning out to 
be positive. Deaths from the virus 

are also rising at an alarming rate 
citywide as Boston hospitals deal 
with the latest surge. 

According to the weekly 
report released Monday by the 
Boston Public Health Commission 
(BPHC), 3,278     North End, 
Beacon Hill, Back Bay, West End 
and Downtown residents were 
tested and 22 percent were posi-
tive. This was a 46 percent increase 
from the 15.1 percent that tested 
positive between December 27 and 
January 3. The weekly positive test 
rate is up 127 percent in the area 
since December 27. 

Seven hundred twenty-one 
additional residents have been 
infected with the virus between 
January 3 and January 10 and the 
total number of cases in the area 
increased to 6,419 cases overall 
since the pandemic began.

(COVID Pg. 3)

Armenian Heritage Park on The Greenway has a special wishing tree where visitors can place a ribbon to make a wish. the park is near historic Faneuil Hall between Fanueil Hall Marketplace and the North End and Boston Harbor in front of the Mercantile Building.

The Independent Newspaper Group 
Offices will be closed on

MONDAY, JANUARY 17
in observation of 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
JR. DAY

The office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18
Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

The North End Regional Review  
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By John Lynds

Tuesday, voters in East Boston 
and the rest of the First Suffolk 
& Middlesex district went to the 
polls and elected City Councilor 
Lydia Edwards to serve as their 
next state senator. Once sworn 
in Edwards will become the first 
woman and the first person of 
color to represent the district.  

“I am grateful to the people 
of Boston, Cambridge, Revere 
and Winthrop for sending me 
to Beacon Hill to fight for our 
communities,” said Senator-Elect 
Edwards. “I know how to fight 
for what you believe in, build 
a movement and win, and I am 
looking forward to continuing the 
work in the state house. When 
in 2014 we passed the Domestic 
Workers Bill of Rights, we showed 
the world that nannies and house 
cleaners can write laws: they 
know as workers, as women, as 
immigrants and people of color, 
about the dignity they deserve and 

they know when our government 
needs to do more to guarantee 
their rights and wellbeing.”

Edwards continued, “Like so 
many in our communities, I know 
what it’s like to be unable to 
afford school lunch, to lose a job 
and panic about next month’s 

THE WISHING TREE

Senator-Elect Lydia Edwards.

(EDwarDs Pg. 11)

Area’s COVID positive 
test rate over 20 percent

Councilor Edwards is now 
Senator-Elect Edwards

Special to the Journal

The City of Lynn Planning De-

partment announces the member-

ship of the Vision Lynn Steering 

Committee, which will guide the 

community engagement for the 

City’s first ever comprehensive 

plan, Vision Lynn. The Commit-

tee’s 34 members will assist the 

Planning Department in design-

ing a robust, inclusive, year-long 

community conversation about 

Lynn’s future and ensuring the 

final document is consistent with 

the feedback collected. 
The Steering Committee is 

predominantly made up of com-

munity members, but will also be 

joined by two Councilors (to be 

announced) and Planning Board 

Chair Bob Stilian. Several rep-

resentatives from City staff will 

also participate, including Lynn 

Public Schools Superintendent 

Patrick Tutwiler, Director of 

Elder Services Christopher Go-

mez-Farewell, Diversity, Eq-

uity and Inclusion Coordinator 

Faustina Cuevas, and represen-

tatives from the Mayor’s Office, 

the Economic Development and 

Industrial Corporation/Lynn 

(EDIC/Lynn), and Lynn Hous-

ing Authority and Neighborhood 

Development (LHAND). A full 

list of Steering Committee mem-

bers is available below and on 

the project website, LynnInCom-

mon.com/Vision-Lynn.
The Steering Committee mem-

bers each bring rich connections 

to the community and unique 

perspectives. As a whole, the 

Committee speaks 11 languages 

and a majority identify as people 

of color. There are also repre-

sentatives who are foreign-born, 

lifelong Lynners, members of the 

LGBQTIA+ community, par-

ents, elders, youth, and residents 

of each ward.
Establishing the Steering 

Committee is the first major step 

in the creation of Lynn’s first 

comprehensive plan, which was 

a key priority for Former Mayor 

Thomas McGee from the begin-

ning of his administration. “We 

have been able to put together a 

diverse, talented Steering Com-

mittee with deep community 

Thursday, January 13, 2022Th e Ly n n Jo u r n a L
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MARIO REAL ESTATE
SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!

We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 

Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 

C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!WINTHROP - RENT

For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 

Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 

#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-

ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 

finished basement, C/
AC, Deck with IG 

Pool Extremely well 
maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 

1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.

 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 

Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 

Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service

CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 

will be delayed by one day.

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 

OPEN
Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 

Energy and Environmental 

Affairs has approved a $1.5 

million grant regarding the 

development of the Northern 

Strand Community Trail led 

by a Revere on the Move part-

ner organization, Bike to the 

Sea. 
Revere has a one-mile 

stretch in North Revere. The 

Northern Strand Community 

Trail has been in development 

for over 20 years. The North 

Revere segment is a major 

part in the project that creates 

a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 

running from West Everett, 

through Malden and Revere 

to the Saugus River and soon 

into Lynn. The North Revere 

segment allows users to en-

joy spectacular views of the 

Rumney Marsh. 
The funding, awarded 

through the Executive Office 

of Energy and Environmental 

Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 

Parks Program, enables the 

design of the trail, develop-

ment of bid-ready construc-

tion documents, and receipt 

of all necessary construction 

permits. When completed, the 

trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 

& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 

Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 

Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 

Route 1 have put up with the 

noise from millions of cars, 

and now some city councillors 

want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 

install barriers along Route 1 

between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 

Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 

Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 

Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 

last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 

tried to get barriers installed 

in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 

granted sound barriers.
Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-

voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 

1 installed along a new ball 

field.
“It’s a quality-of-life is-

sue,” he said.
Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 

for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 

community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 

the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 

Force; and this time, these 

ideas are going to become a 

reality.
Every year a group of Re-

vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 

select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 

through the community-led 

organizations, Revere on the 

Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 

Task Force and Revere on the 

Move are initiatives of the 

MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 

is additionally co-led by the 

Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 

was awarded to fund ideas to 

make Revere a healthier place 

to work, to play, and to raise 

a family. The Revere on the 

Move mini-grant program 

offered $10,605 in funding 

for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 

youth-led projects that would 

help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 

The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 

reduce youth substance use, 

improve their mental health, 

and increase opportunities for 

positive youth engagement.
In addition to the mini-

grants already funded, Revere 

on the Move has extended 

their permanent change and 

program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 

Up to $1,395 is available for 

ideas that make it easier to 

eat healthy and be active for 

all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 

awarded $500,000 to nine 

projects through the Urban 

Agenda Grant Program. The 

Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 

was one group given $50,000 

in funding to help establish 

workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 

created jobs.
Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 

with Housing and Economic 

Development Secretary Jay 

Ash came to Revere City Hall 

to present the check to the 

Neighborhood Developers.
“Our administration under-

stands the importance of local 

leadership and its impact on 

the lives of residents,” said 

Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 

“The Urban Agenda Grant 

Program relies on the strong 

partnerships between local 

government, non-profits and 

the business community that 

are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 

stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 

economic and employment 

base by utilizing large-scale 

and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 

plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 

and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 

partnership-building, problem 

solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 

competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 

that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 

economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 

fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 

Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 

Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 

Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-

ket in 2017 was definitely a 

good one with higher prices 

for homes than in 2016, but 

a drop in the number of new 

listings, making home-buying 

an adventure.
“These are the highest pric-

es we’ve seen in the last eight 

years,” said Maureen Celata, 

owner/broker of MCelata Real 

Estate. “And 2018 is going to 

be another banner year. Inven-

tory is low now, but everyone 

is looking to the spring.”
According to figures from 

the Massachusetts Associa-

tion of Realtors, the median 

sales prices was $376,250, 

a 4.9 increase over prices in 

2016.
Homes also were also on 

the market 41 days, a 26.8 

percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 

10.8 percent down from 297 

in 2016. The good news for 

sellers is that the original list-

ing price was matched 100 

percent of the time.
The condominium mar-

ket saw similar trends with 

the median sales price at 

$315,000, up 16.7 percent 

over 2016. Days on the mar-

ket also dropped from 67 in 

2016 to 47 days on the market
“Inventory is low now and 

everyone is looking toward 

the spring,” Celata said
The rental market is also 

strong with rents ranging from 

$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 

that if someone is paying big 

rent they just might be capable 

of buying and taking advan-

tage of first-time homebuyers 

programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 

to be in real estate,” said Joe 

Mario of Century 21 Ma-

rio Real Estate. “There’s a 

lot of confidence and equity 

in homes. For 35 years now 

it’s been positive. Now is the 

time to sell. Revere is getting 

the overflow from the Boston 

market and people are moving 

to Revere.
Mario said Revere is desir-

able because of its proximity 

to Boston, and it’s a hidden 

gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 

to the spring market, drawing 

from Boston and surrounding 

communities. He added that 

the Revere School system is 

also a draw for buyers.
“It all adds to the future 

growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3

T O P  B I L L I N G

Your Ad Here  Call 781 485 0588REVERE DENTISTRY AND BRACES
General and Cosmetic Dentistry for Adults and Children

370 Broadway • 781-629-9093 • Offers.RevereDentistryAndBraces.com
Your Ad Here

Call 781 485 0588
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 

Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 

C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!WINTHROP - RENT

For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 

Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 

#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-

ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 

finished basement, C/
AC, Deck with IG 

Pool Extremely well 
maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 

1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.

 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 

Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 

Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service

CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 

will be delayed by one day.

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 

OPEN
Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 

Energy and Environmental 

Affairs has approved a $1.5 

million grant regarding the 

development of the Northern 

Strand Community Trail led 

by a Revere on the Move part-

ner organization, Bike to the 

Sea. 
Revere has a one-mile 

stretch in North Revere. The 

Northern Strand Community 

Trail has been in development 

for over 20 years. The North 

Revere segment is a major 

part in the project that creates 

a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 

running from West Everett, 

through Malden and Revere 

to the Saugus River and soon 

into Lynn. The North Revere 

segment allows users to en-

joy spectacular views of the 

Rumney Marsh. 
The funding, awarded 

through the Executive Office 

of Energy and Environmental 

Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 

Parks Program, enables the 

design of the trail, develop-

ment of bid-ready construc-

tion documents, and receipt 

of all necessary construction 

permits. When completed, the 

trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 

& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 

Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 

Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 

Route 1 have put up with the 

noise from millions of cars, 

and now some city councillors 

want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 

install barriers along Route 1 

between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 

Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 

Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 

Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 

last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 

tried to get barriers installed 

in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 

granted sound barriers.
Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-

voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 

1 installed along a new ball 

field.
“It’s a quality-of-life is-

sue,” he said.
Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 

for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 

community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 

the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 

Force; and this time, these 

ideas are going to become a 

reality.
Every year a group of Re-

vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 

select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 

through the community-led 

organizations, Revere on the 

Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 

Task Force and Revere on the 

Move are initiatives of the 

MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 

is additionally co-led by the 

Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 

was awarded to fund ideas to 

make Revere a healthier place 

to work, to play, and to raise 

a family. The Revere on the 

Move mini-grant program 

offered $10,605 in funding 

for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 

youth-led projects that would 

help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 

The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 

reduce youth substance use, 

improve their mental health, 

and increase opportunities for 

positive youth engagement.
In addition to the mini-

grants already funded, Revere 

on the Move has extended 

their permanent change and 

program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 

Up to $1,395 is available for 

ideas that make it easier to 

eat healthy and be active for 

all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 

awarded $500,000 to nine 

projects through the Urban 

Agenda Grant Program. The 

Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 

was one group given $50,000 

in funding to help establish 

workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 

created jobs.
Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 

with Housing and Economic 

Development Secretary Jay 

Ash came to Revere City Hall 

to present the check to the 

Neighborhood Developers.
“Our administration under-

stands the importance of local 

leadership and its impact on 

the lives of residents,” said 

Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 

“The Urban Agenda Grant 

Program relies on the strong 

partnerships between local 

government, non-profits and 

the business community that 

are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 

stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 

economic and employment 

base by utilizing large-scale 

and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 

plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 

and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 

partnership-building, problem 

solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 

competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 

that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 

economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 

fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 

Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 

Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 

Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-

ket in 2017 was definitely a 

good one with higher prices 

for homes than in 2016, but 

a drop in the number of new 

listings, making home-buying 

an adventure.
“These are the highest pric-

es we’ve seen in the last eight 

years,” said Maureen Celata, 

owner/broker of MCelata Real 

Estate. “And 2018 is going to 

be another banner year. Inven-

tory is low now, but everyone 

is looking to the spring.”
According to figures from 

the Massachusetts Associa-

tion of Realtors, the median 

sales prices was $376,250, 

a 4.9 increase over prices in 

2016.
Homes also were also on 

the market 41 days, a 26.8 

percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 

10.8 percent down from 297 

in 2016. The good news for 

sellers is that the original list-

ing price was matched 100 

percent of the time.
The condominium mar-

ket saw similar trends with 

the median sales price at 

$315,000, up 16.7 percent 

over 2016. Days on the mar-

ket also dropped from 67 in 

2016 to 47 days on the market
“Inventory is low now and 

everyone is looking toward 

the spring,” Celata said
The rental market is also 

strong with rents ranging from 

$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 

that if someone is paying big 

rent they just might be capable 

of buying and taking advan-

tage of first-time homebuyers 

programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 

to be in real estate,” said Joe 

Mario of Century 21 Ma-

rio Real Estate. “There’s a 

lot of confidence and equity 

in homes. For 35 years now 

it’s been positive. Now is the 

time to sell. Revere is getting 

the overflow from the Boston 

market and people are moving 

to Revere.
Mario said Revere is desir-

able because of its proximity 

to Boston, and it’s a hidden 

gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 

to the spring market, drawing 

from Boston and surrounding 

communities. He added that 

the Revere School system is 

also a draw for buyers.
“It all adds to the future 

growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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Your Ad Here  Call 781 485 0588REVERE DENTISTRY AND BRACES
General and Cosmetic Dentistry for Adults and Children

370 Broadway • 781-629-9093 • Offers.RevereDentistryAndBraces.com
Your Ad Here
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Offices will be closed on

MONDAY, JANUARY 17

in observation of 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, 

JR. DAY
The office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18

Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

GRAND OPENING

Official Ribbon Cutting Ceremony at Rincon Macorisano with State Rep. Peter Capano, Ward 3 Councilor 

Coco Alinsug, Mayor Jared Nicholson, NSLBA President Frances Martinez, and Rincon owners, Teresa and 

Basilio Encarnacion. See Page 5 for more photos.

City announces Vision Lynn Steering Committee

Please see COMMITTEE Page 3

By Cary Shuman

Michelle Roach of Lynn, 

head coach of the Peabody 

High School girls hockey team, 

has been selected as the MIAA 

Coach of the Year for the 2020-

21 season.
“It’s quite the honor to re-

ceive,” Roach humbly told the 

Lynn Journal this week.
Roach is an alumna of St. 

Mary’s High School where she 

was the captain of the first-ever 

girls hockey team in the 2001-

02 season. She also served as 

an assistant hockey coach at St. 

Mary’s and was inducted into the 

St. Mary’s Varsity Club Hall of 

Fame in 2016.
St. Mary’s Director of Athlet-

ics Jeff Newhall congratulated 

his fellow alumnus on receiving 

the esteemed statewide honor.
“We in the St. Mary’s com-

munity congratulate Michelle on 

receiving this prestigious award 

from the MIAA,” said Newhall. 

“Michelle was an outstanding 

player and assistant coach in our 

girls hockey program and con-

tinues to be a great role model 

for student-athletes. We wish her 

continued success in her profes-

sional career and coaching en-

deavors.”
Following her outstanding ca-

reer at St. Mary’s, Roach went 

on to play three seasons in the 

St. Michael’s College women’s 

Michelle Roach named 

MIAA Girls Hockey 
Coach of the Year

Please see ROACH  Page 7

Michelle Roach.

By Lauren Bennett

The Jamaica Plain Neighbor-
hood Council (JPNC) met virtu-
ally on January 11 for a make-up 
December meeting, as there was 
not a quorum of council members 
to hold a meeting in December.

The Council first heard a pre-
sentation from the team at SEED, 

the cannabis dispensary at 401A 
Centre St., which requested a 
change in closing hours as well 
as the removal of language about 
a shared valet

SEED Chief of Staff Tomas 
Gonzalez, as well as CEO April 
Arrasate were on hand to present 
the proposal and address com-
ments and questions.

Arrasate said that SEED’s 
current hours are 11am to 8pm 
but their original proposal was 
for 10am to 10pm, so that is what 
they are proposing now. 

“We are trying to get in line 
with our competitors,” Arrasate 
said, adding that they believe the 
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By Laura PLummer

On Thursday, Jan. 6, District 
E13 of the Boston Police De-
partment (BPD) hosted its first 
virtual police and community 
relations meeting of 2022. The 
monthly meeting, which is car-
ried out virtually over Zoom, is 
an opportunity for members of 
the public to learn about local 
crime and ask questions of law 

enforcement.
At every meeting, Sgt. John 

Dougherty provides Part One 
crime data assembled by the Bos-
ton Regional Intelligence Center. 
Part One crimes are the most se-
rious, and don’t include offenses 
like vandalism, drug dealing or 
possession of firearms.

Overall crime in Boston de-

autor: Laura PLummer

El jueves 6 de enero, el Dis-
trito E13 del Departamento de 
Policía de Boston (BPD) organizó 
su primera reunión virtual de rel-
aciones comunitarias y policiales 
de 2022. La reunión mensual, que 
se lleva a cabo virtualmente a 
través de Zoom, es una oportuni-
dad para que los miembros del 
público aprendan sobre el crimen 

local y hagan preguntas sobre la 
aplicación de la ley.

En cada reunión, el Sgto. John 
Dougherty proporciona datos so-
bre delitos de la Parte Uno re-
unidos por el Centro Regional 
de Inteligencia de Boston. Los 
delitos de la Parte Uno son los 
más graves y no incluyen el van-
dalismo, el tráfico de drogas o la 

JP UNDER SNOW

Snow fell on JP last Friday and 
many residents enjoyed their 
time outside  around Jamaica 
Pond (above) or fighting the 
cold with some hot coffee, 
(right) and, of course,  playing 
in the snow as can be seen on 
Pages 4 and 5. 

JPNC discusses requests from SEED dispensary
La delincuencia disminuyó un 32 por ciento

Crime in JP down 32 percent in 2021

Continued on page 3

Continued on page 3

By John Lynds

Mayor Michelle Wu announced 
this month the City of Boston, 
in collaboration with the Core 
Empowerment Social Justice 
Cannabis Museum in Jamaica 
Plain, will offer a series of free 
introductory informational ses-
sions beginning Tuesday, Janu-
ary 18 on the cannabis industry 
and entrepreneurship for those 
who intend to operate a cannabis 
business in the City of Boston. 

Wu said the objective of these 
January sessions is to increase 
the number of equity owned 
cannabis business licensees and 
applicants in the City of Boston. 

“As we build a cannabis in-

dustry in our City, it’s crucial to 
uplift the communities that have 
lived the harms of previous mar-
ijuana laws and enforcement,” 
said Mayor Michelle Wu. “I en-
courage all interested entrepre-
neurs to use these resources to 
ensure equitable growth for this 
emerging industry.”

In November of 2019, the City 
of Boston passed an “Ordinance 
Establishing Equitable Regula-
tion of the Cannabis Industry,” 
which requires the development 
of procedures and policies that 
encourage participation in the 
regulated cannabis industry by 
communities that have been dis-

City, JP Cannabis Museum 
offering informational sessions

Continued on page 2

Staff Report

Bishop Robert Brown, 
Senior Pastor of Zion 
Church Ministries’ 17th 
Annual Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Schol-
arship Breakfast, sched-
uled for Monday, Jan. 17, 
2022, has been canceled 
due to the recent outbreak 
of COVID-19 cases in the 
area.

The breakfast in honor 
of the Rev. Dr. King, the 
outstanding civil rights 
leader and orator, had 
been planned for Monday 
morning at the Edward G. 
Connelly Center.

“We decided to cancel 
the breakfast because of 
the COVID situation,” 
Bishop Brown said Tues-
day. “The COVID cases 
just kept going up and 

people were getting ner-
vous, and I can understand 
that. We are going to try to 
do an event virtually, like-
ly on the following Sun-
day [Jan. 23]. 

Bishop Brown said the 
MLK Breakfast was can-
celed for the second year 
in a row due to COVID. 
The last Zion Ministries’ 
MLK Breakfast was held 
in January, 2020.

Special to the Independent

Law Enforcement Lead-
ers to Reduce Crime and 
Incarceration (LEL) has 
announced that Middlesex 
Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian 
– a founding member – has 
joined the group’s execu-
tive board.

LEL was established in 
2015 with a goal of iden-
tifying and implementing 
solutions to reduce both 
crime and incarceration 
through a focus on four 
primary areas including in-
creasing alternatives to ar-
rest and prosecution (espe-
cially for mental health and 
drug treatment); strength-
ening community-law en-
forcement ties; reforming 
mandatory minimums; and 
restoring balance to crimi-
nal laws.

LEL is comprised of 
over 200 current and for-
mer police chiefs, sheriffs, 
federal and state prosecu-
tors, attorneys general and 
correctional officials from 

all 50 states.
“At the Middlesex Sher-

iff’s Office, we work side-
by-side with community 
leaders and local organi-
zations as well as our state 
and federal partners to en-
hance public safety through 
innovative and cutting-edge 
data-driven initiatives,” 
said Sheriff Koutoujian.  
“I am honored to join Law 
Enforcement Leaders as an 
executive board member. I 
look forward to highlight-
ing not only the work we 
are doing at the MSO, but 

lifting up the efforts of our 
colleagues across the nation 
to enhance public safety, 
strengthen police-commu-
nity relations and improve 
outcomes for justice-in-
volved individuals and their 
families.”

Sheriff Koutoujian, re-
tired Seattle Police Chief 
Carmen Best and current 
Ramsey County (MN) At-
torney John J. Choi join 
current executive board 
members including former 
Boston Police Commis-
sioner Kathleen O’Toole to 
form the new board.

“Law Enforcement 
Leaders is thrilled to wel-
come three new members—
Sheriff Peter Koutoujian, 

Chief Carmen Best (Ret.), 
and Ramsey County Attor-
ney John J. Choi—to the 
Executive Board,” said Ex-
ecutive Director Ronal Ser-
pas.  “Each member brings 
a unique law enforcement 
perspective and will draw 
from decades of experience 
and leadership in their re-
spective fields. Together, 
they will strengthen the 
Board and spearhead LEL 
as it seeks to fulfill its mis-
sion to reduce crime and 
mass incarceration.”

To learn more about Law 
Enforcement Leaders to 
Reduce Crime & Incarcera-
tion, its goals and members, 
please visit lawenforce-
mentleaders.org.
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EVERETT IN THE SNOW

The signs says Welcome to Everett, it wasn’t meant for the snow last Friday. See page 8 for more snow photos.

Not many bike rentals last Friday.

The monument of Lt. 

Joseph Wehner WWI U.S. 

Army watches over Everett 

as the snow falls last Friday 

morning.

Shoveling snow is a ritual in New England, everyone can do 

without.

Everett residents clearing their vehicles off early on Friday 

to begin the day.

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 

King Breakfast is 
canceled due to COVID

Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian joins Executive Board of Law 

Enforcement Leaders to Reduce Crime and Incarceration

Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian.
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By Stephen Quigley

The recently-inaugurat-
ed City Council was ready 
to start its business for the 
New Year with all council-
ors present at the January 
10 meeting.

The problem of the 
growing number of tents 
and homeless encamp-
ments near Santilli Circle 
had the councilors more 
than a little concerned.

Ward 3 Councilor An-
thony DiPierro, one of the 
sponsors of a motion ask-
ing representatives from 
the city’s Inspectional 
Services Dept. (ISD) and 
from the Police Dept. to 
come to the council to dis-
cuss the issue, cautioned 
his fellow members that 
this encampment was near 
a school and “it could get 
worse.”

Ward 1 Councilor 
Wayne Matewsky echoed 
this concern, recalling the 
fire last year at the en-
campment area and noting 
that the encampment is 
just down the street from 
the $3 billion dollar casi-
no. 

“We cannot just throw 
them out, but we have to 
do something,” said Coun-
cilor at Large Richard 
Dell Isola, adding that he 
and his son have brought 
down supplies for those 
living there. “They are on 
state property, but this is 
our city.”

The council then voted 
to refer the motion to the 
Public Safety Committee 
and requested representa-
tives from the ISD and the 
Police Dept. to appear.

The controversial mat-

ter of compensation and 
longevity pay for the of-
fice of the mayor once 
again was discussed by 
the council.

Ward 2 Councilor 
Stephanie Martins spon-
sored a motion that the 
issue be discussed at a 
special meeting of the 
council, which is formally 
known as a Committee of 
the Whole.

“We should put politics 
aside and talk about the 
compensation of the office 
of mayor now and in the 
future,” said Martins, who 
added that at this meeting 
all compensation should 
be discussed, as well as 
taking into consideration 
the compensations of 
mayors and city managers 
in other communities.

“I have no problem 
with the salary of the may-
or, but with the longevity 
section,” said Councilor at 
Large Michael Marchese, 
who voiced the view that 
the issue does not need 
a special meeting of the 
Committee of the Whole, 
but should be discussed 
right now.

However, Martins 
countered by stating that 
a special meeting would 
be beneficial and will pro-
vide an opportunity for the 
council to go into depth on 
the question since there 
will be no other matters 
before the councilors.

“This issue has been 
kicked around,” said 
Matewsky, who also noted 
that whatever the council 
does, the new regulations 
will not take effect for 

Everett City Council 
addresses homeless 
encampment

See COUNCIL Page 2

vironments. In addition to 
Colombia’s vibrant cul-
ture, colors, sounds and 
dense natural scenery. For 
this mural at Ashley and 
Boardman, Ortiz took both 
of these factors and put 
them down taking nature’s 
elements from Eastie.

This is not the first 
time Redgate has com-
missioned local artists 
for work in the commu-
nity. The developer hired 
cross-medium artist Mia 
Cross also created a dra-

matic interior painting 
which is the signature 
feature of Addison Street 
project’s lobby.  

Cross, a Boston-based 
artist who is originally 
from Framingham – has 
been featured in numer-
ous galleries and exhibits 
throughout New England 
and New York, and her 
work lives in private col-
lections throughout Eu-
rope and the United States. 
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TRASH 
DELAY

Due to the Martin Luther 
King Holiday on Monday 

January 17, 2022,
Trash will be delayed by 

one day
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

By John Lynds

Anyone who lives in 
Orient Heights knows the 
area near the Marty Pino 
Community Center where 
Ashley Street dumps out 
onto Boardman can be a 
dangerous area for pedes-
trians and motorists. 

With a community cen-
ter and neighboring Noyes 
Park hosting hundreds of 
children each week once 
the weather gets warm 
the city has heard enough 
complaints about the in-
tersection to begin trying 
something different. 

Since last March the 
Boston Transportation 
Department has deployed 

a host of different traffic 
calming measures includ-
ing installing permanent 
traffic cones to demon-
strate the city’s plan to 
transform the triangular 
intersection into a more 
user friendly area for mo-
torists and pedestrians. 

Recently, Redgate, the 
developers of the 230-unit 
apartment community on 
Addison Street, teamed 
up with the City of Bos-
ton’s Tactical Urbanism 
Initiative to create a safer 
intersection at Ashley and 
Boardman streets.

Redgate commissioned 
celebrated Colombian art-
ist Felipe Ortiz to turn the 
portion of the troubled in-

tersection within the traf-
fic cones into a work of 
art. 

Ortiz’s now completed 
mural incorporates imag-
ery of native wildlife from 
Belle Isle Marsh into a 
public art piece for all to 
enjoy while drawing atten-
tion to the traffic calming 
measures that have been 
deployed by the city. 

The commissioning of 
Ortiz was part of a com-
munity benefits mitigation 
package in connection 
with Redgate’s Addison 
Street project and was 
funded through the Addi-
son project in collabora-
tion with the tactical ur-
banism initiative 

“The place we have 
created at Addison is very 
welcoming and hopefully 
inspiring to the artist com-
munity, and these won-
derful pieces of public art 
reflect that idea,” said Da-
mian Szary, a Principal at 
Redgate. “Felipe’s street 
mural not only has created 
great beauty for all of East 
Boston to appreciate, but it 
will actually contribute to 
improved public safety at 
the Ashley and Boardman 
intersection.”

Ortiz’s unique murals 
are a fusion of artistic 
themes representing the 
urban scenery from the 
U.S., its vast landscape, 
and fast-paced urban en-

Celebrated Colombian artist Felipe Ortiz turns Eastie intersection into work of art

This aerial view shows how celebrated Colombian artist Felipe Ortiz turned the intersection at Ashley and Boardman Streets into a work of art. 

By John Lynds

Last week the Boston 
Licensing Board approved 
plans for a new ‘pan-Latin’ 
restaurant on the corner of 
Border and Decatur Street 
inside a commercial space 
created by NOAH (East 
Boston Neighborhood of 
Affordable Housing) as 
part of its Coppersmith 
Village project. 

According to the pro-
posal before the Licensing 
Board last week, Pearl & 
Lime Restaurant, which 
will be managed and part-
ly owned  by lifelong East-
ie resident Vanik Hacopi-
an, plans to obtain a seven 
day all alcoholic license 
for the planned 3,626 
square foot restaurant. At-
torney Andrew Upton told 
the board his clients plan 
to create 3,071 square feet 
inside and an additional 
555 square foot season-
al outdoor patio with 40 
seats. Upton said the patio 
would close by 10 a.m. but 
the indoor portion of the 
restaurant would remain 
open until 1 a.m. 

“Pearl and Lime is a 
fresh pan-Latin concept 
with neighborhood price 
points and a commit-

ment to being part of the 
community,” said Upton. 
“Fresh food and a com-
fortable modern atmo-
sphere and decor will be 
the calling cards of this 
new neighborhood restau-
rant. The character and 
fitness of this applicant 
is clear. This is the team 
that’s behind Pearl and 
Lime in Quincy and are 
a family friendly, fresh 
pan-Latin concept that has 
become a neighborhood 
fixture and has had no vio-
lations or complaints from 
their neighbors. They’ve 
proven this concept and 
are excited about this East 
Boston location. Further 
their landlord, NOAH, has 
chosen this team due to 
their sensitivity to the res-
idents, the neighbors and 
the community.”

The planned restaurant 
approved last week re-
ceived support from City 
Councilor Lydia Edwards 
and Rep. Adrian Madaro 
as well as the Maverick 
Square Neighborhood As-
sociation (MSNA). 

By John Lynds

Yesterday, voters in 
East Boston and the rest 
of the First Suffolk & 
Middlesex district went to 
the polls and elected City 
Councilor Lydia Edwards 
to serve as their next state 
senator. Once sworn in 
Edwards will become the 
first woman and the first 
person of color to repre-
sent the district.  

“I am grateful to the 
people of Boston, Cam-
bridge, Revere and Win-
throp for sending me to 
Beacon Hill to fight for 
our communities,” said 
Senator-Elect Edwards. 
“I know how to fight for 
what you believe in, build 
a movement and win, and 
I am looking forward to 
continuing the work in the 
state house. When in 2014 
we passed the Domestic 
Workers Bill of Rights, 
we showed the world that 
nannies and house clean-
ers can write laws: they 
know as workers, as wom-
en, as immigrants and 
people of color, about the 

dignity they deserve and 
they know when our gov-
ernment needs to do more 
to guarantee their rights 

and wellbeing.”
Edwards continued, 

“Like so many in our 
communities, I know what 

it’s like to be unable to af-
ford school lunch, to lose 
a job and panic about next 
month’s rent, to live each 
day breathing in air pol-
lution and to worry about 
tomorrow as the sea levels 
continue to rise. Together, 
with our pain and purpose, 
we will fight for laws and 
the social conditions that 
protect people, communi-
ties and our planet. I am 
excited for the journey 
ahead.”

The election took place 
across the district during 
Tuesday’s frigid state gen-
eral election and included 
Wards and Precincts in 
Eastie, Revere, Witnrh-
jtop, the North End, Bea-
con Hill, Bay Village, 
Chinatown, the South End 
and Cambridgeport. With 
no Republican challenger 
on the ballot Edwards’s 
win was all but guaranteed 
Tuesday. 

Edwards defeated Re-
vere School Committee 
member Anthony D’Am-
brosio during the Decem-

City Councilor Edwards becomes Senator-elect Edwards
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Boston Licensing Board 
approves new restaurant

See EDWARDS Page 2

See LICENSING Page 2

Eastie resident Vanik 
Hacopian talks about his 
new restaurant concept at 
last week’s Licensing Board 
hearing.

Senator-Elect Lydia Edwards.

By Cary Shuman

The Rev. Patrick Fran-
cis Healy, the beloved 
chaplain of the Chelsea 
Soldiers’ Home for several 
years, died Wednesday at 
Cambridge Hospital. He 
was 100 years old.

The Rev. Healy grew up 
in Charlestown and gradu-
ated from Boston English 
in 1939. He served in the 
United States Armed Forc-
es for 23 years, with stops 
in Japan, Germany, South 
Korea, and two tours of 
duty in Vietnam. He was 
the recipient of three 
Bronze Stars and the ‘V’ Device for heroism and 

valor.
Mr. Healy was ordained 

to the priesthood on June 
2, 1947, one day after his 
26th birthday. He served as 
the chaplain of the Chelsea 
Soldiers’ Home for more 
than two decades, becom-
ing a source of inspiration 
for his fellow veterans 
who were residents of the 
Soldiers’ Home. He pre-

By Adam Swift

Even as vaccination 
rates have topped 80 per-
cent in the city and the 
pandemic nears the two-
year mark, Covid-19 con-
tinues to leave its mark 
in Chelsea and across the 
country.

Recently, City Manager 
Tom Ambrosino provided 
an update to residents on 
new Covid-19 procedures 
and what they can con-
tinue to do to keep them-
selves and their family 
and neighbors safe.

“We are in the midst of 
a surge of the new highly 
transmissible, but less se-
vere Omicron variant of 
the Covid-19 virus,” said 
Ambrosino. “The Centers 
for Disease Control and 
the Massachusetts De-
partment of Public Health 
have adopted new rules to 

address this variant and 
to allow the public to end 
isolation and quarantine 
and allow people to re-
turn to the workplace in a 
quicker fashion. In many 
cases, these rules are more 
lenient and less dependent 
upon testing and far more 
accommodating to people 
who are fully vaccinated 
with the available booster 
shot.”

Ambrosino said every-
one is strongly encour-
aged to get vaccinated 
and receive the available 
boosters as soon as they 
are eligible.

The new state and na-
tional guidelines, he said, 
fall into three categories.

The first is for those 
who test positive for 
Covid. Ambrosino said 
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TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the 
holiday, trash will 

be delayed by 
one day. 

Trash will be delayed 
by one day due to the 

Martin Luther King 
Holiday on 
January 17

 APPECIATION

See COVID Page 3

By Adam Swift

The city’s ARPA Com-
munity Advisory Com-
mittee should have rec-
ommendations on how 
Chelsea can best spend 
$15 million in federal re-
lief funds by the end of the 
winter.

“The ARPA Commit-
tee, following the holi-
days, will be resuming its 
meetings and will help 
determine how best to 
spend about $15 million in 
funds provided to the city 
by the federal government 
in the American Rescue 
Plan Act of 2021 after get-
ting information from the 
community over the past 

few months and over the 
next two months,” said 
City Manager Thomas 
Ambrosino. “The com-
mittee is expected to make 
recommendations to the 
city about the best way to 
spend the money, proba-
bly some time toward the 
end of February or early 
March.”

The 20-member com-
mittee is tasked with mak-
ing recommendations for 
spending approximately 
$15 million of the $40 in 
ARPA funds and began 
meeting last September.

The specific organiza-
tions that get the money 

By Adam Swift

The City Council and 
School Committee will 
meet on Monday, Feb. 7 
to select two new School 
Committee members.

The vacant seats are in 
Districts 4 and 5. In Dis-
trict 4, there was no can-
didate on the ballot for 

the municipal election in 
November, and no write-
in candidates garnered the 
necessary number of votes 
to be declared the winner.

In District 5, incumbent 
School Committee mem-
ber Henry Wilson, who is 
facing legal issues, was on 
the ballot, but declined to 
take the seat, according to 

City Solicitor Cheryl Wat-
son-Fisher.

There were also no 
candidates on the ballot 
in District 3, but former 
District 3 City Councillor 
Naomi Zabot mounted a 
successful write-in cam-
paign to take the seat.

Anyone who lives in 
District 4 or 5 (as deter-

mined by the district lines 
in the 2021 election) can 
drop off a resume in the 
City Council or school 
administration offices or 
email fmelara@chelsea-
ma.gov or vdyer-medi-
na@chelseama.gov. The 
deadline for applications 
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CHELSEA IN THE SNOW

Chelsea Square was deserted during the snowfall on Friday. See page 5 for more snow scenes.

Friday morning Chelsea residents awoke to the task of 

cleaning snow off their cars to start the day. Chelsea City Hall covered with the first snow fall of 2022.

City Manager gives update 

on latest Covid procedures

Committee nearing decision 

on use of federal relief funds

School Committee member candidates wanted

Staff Report

The Chelsea Record 
interviewed GreenRoots’ 
dynamic executive direc-
tor, Roseann Bongiovanni, 
about the organization’s 
work in 2021 and its goals 
for 2022.

GreenRoots is a com-
munity-based organization 
dedicated to improving 
and enhancing the urban 
environment and public 
health in Chelsea and sur-
rounding communities.

Following are Green-
Roots Executive Director 

Roseann Bongiovanni’s 
responses:

In respect to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
was it a challenging year 
for GreenRoots?

 Yes, 2021 continued to 
be a challenging year for 
GreenRoots as it was for 
the whole city.  But we did 
see hope and celebration 
in a way that we did not 
in 2020.  Throughout this 
past year, we continued to 
support the City’s emer-
gency food distribution 
hub with the purchase of 
supplies and equipment to 
run their facility; we pro-
vided Chelsea residents 
with cash assistance for 
COVID-related needs; and 
our Health Equity Corps 
and Vaccine Ambassadors 

worked diligently to get 
Chelsea folks vaccinated.  
Together with the Chelsea 
Black Community, La Co-
laborativa and the City of 
Chelsea, our multi-lingual, 
intergenerational vaccine 
ambassadors helped to get 
our vaccination rates well 
over 85%.  This is some-
thing we all are incredibly 
proud of. 

 In addition to our 
COVID-related work, 
we are celebrating some 
major victories this year 

An interview with GreenRoots Executive Director Roseann Bongiovanni

Roseann Bongiovanni.

See BONGIOVANNI Page 3

See FUNDS  Page 6

See CANDIDATES  Page 2

The Rev. Patrick Francis Healy, 

beloved chaplain at Soldiers’ 

Home, passes away at 100

See HEALY  Page 2

The Rev. Patrick Healy 

(right) listens as Eugene 

O’Flaherty reads a proc-

lamation honoring the 

Rev. Healy’s outstanding 

service to the Chelsea 

Soldiers’ Home where he 

served as chaplain.

Special to the Patriot-Bridge

Just a few weeks ago, 
Dr. Thomas Mulroy, 38, of 
Charlestown, was in Chiclayo, 
Peru, where he cared for indige-
nous residents in a makeshift clinic 
in an abandoned warehouse with-
out modern tools or electricity.  
Making the best of rudimentary 
resources, he and his team pushed 
three chairs together to form an 
exam table and used a flashlight 

app and college-level Spanish to 
provide expert medical care to 
local patients, many of whom are 
migrant workers and families of 
the remote villages in Central and 
South America.  Seeing firsthand 
the disparities in healthcare access 
and technology in non-industrial-
ized countries has inspired the pri-
mary care sports medicine doctor 
to do more.

“The nearest hospital for most 
people is hours away and only 

accessible if they are lucky enough 
to have transportation,” says Dr. 
Mulroy, a North Shore Physicians 
Group doctor who was introduced 
to the volunteer program when 
working as an urgent care phy-
sician in New York City several 
years ago. “In these remote com-
munities, we see a lot of dietary, 
skeletal and muscular issues. We 
bring what supplies and medica-
tions we can with us, but it never 
feels like enough. More volunteers 
are needed to meet people where 
they live and provide the care 
these residents need to survive.” 

Dr. Mulroy typically sees 
patients at the North Shore 
Physicians Group practice in 
Beverly, MA, which is affiliated 
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The Charlestown Neighborhood Council Development Committee will hold a public meeting on Wednesday, January 19, at 7 pm to consider the Related Beal proposal to erect a life sciences building at 420 Rutherford Avenue, Charlestown. The meeting will be held in person at the Knights of Columbus (masks required), 545 Medford Street, Charlestown.
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Dr. Thomas Mulroy, of Charlestown, with local Peruvians from the Cusco area where he climbed Rainbow Mountain in between seeing patients at the clinic.

By John Lynds

The Boston Planning and 
Development Agency (BPDA) 
will be hosting a virtual Impact 
Advisory Group (IAG) meet-
ing on the Draft Project Impact 
Report (DPIR) for the One Mystic 
Avenue project. 

The meeting is scheduled for 
Wednesday, January 19 from  
6:00 pm to 8:00 pm and residents 
can log onto https://bit.ly/32DM-
1Kh to participate. 

However, the BPDA advised 
that this meeting will be different 
from that of a traditional com-
munity meeting. As part of the 
development review process, IAG 
members work closely with BPDA 
staff to identify the impacts of a 
project and recommend appro-
priate community benefits to off-
set those impacts. IAG meetings 
prioritize discussion between the 
developer and IAG members.

Developers looking to convert 
a 60,089 square foot parcel in an 
industrial corner of Charlestown 
between Sullivan Square and 
Somerville into a 25-story mixed-
use development recently filed a 

(DPIR) with the Boston Planning 
and Development Agency in 
November. 

The filing for the project at 1 
Mystic Ave. triggered a public 
comment period under the BPDA’s 
Article 80 Large Project Review 
and residents can submit com-
ments until January 26 at http://
www.bostonplans.org/projects/
development-projects/one-mys-
tic-avenue. 

Since filing a Project 
Notification Form (PNF) with the 
BPDA back in January the devel-
opers, One Mystic Owner, have 
made changes to the project after 
meetings with the community and 
BPDA. 

When the developer filed its 
PNF, they looked to construct 
695 residential units in a 29 story 
building with ground food com-
mercial space. The updated plans 
look to construct a 478,880-gross-
square-foot, 25-story building 
with 639 units on the site cur-
rently occupied by the BellSimons 
Cos. (an HVAC, refrigeration, and 
plumbing service), Flynn’s Auto 

Local doctor returns from mission trip

BPDA to hold meeting on 
Sullivan Square project

(PEru Pg. 8)

(BPDa Pg. 4)

By Dan Murphy

As the new City Council Pres-

ident, District 2 Councilor Ed 

Flynn is looking forward to serv-

ing in the role during the dawn 

of Mayor Michelle Wu’s new 

administration, as well as amid 

an influx of new blood into the 

City Council.
 “I’m really proud of my 

new colleagues who just start-

ed and are off to a strong start. 

They really care about the city 

and their neighborhoods. And 

I’m equally proud of the current 

councilors and look forward to 

a productive term working with 

Mayor Wu,” said Flynn, who 

was unanimously voted in as the 

new council president for a two-

year term  by his fellow council-
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new City Council President Ed Flynn looks forward to 

serving during historic time for the city and for the council

(Flynn, Pg. 3)
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Chapel Street Footbridge, Riverway lit up as part of the Emerald Necklace Conservancy’s ‘Lights in the 

Necklace’ exhibition.

Emerald necklace Conservancy 

to bring back ‘Lights in the necklace’

Staff Report

The Emerald Necklace Con-

servancy is bringing back a won-

derful reason to visit the Emer-

ald Necklace parks this winter. 

“Lights in the Necklace” is a 

unique lighting exhibition which 

began last year and will return 

beginning February 1 and con-

tinuing through March 20, 2022.

Select bridges, and some 

trees, in the Emerald Necklace 

will be awash with an emerald 

glow. “Lights in the Necklace” 

celebrates the power of Boston 

and Brookline’s urban parks to 

bring visitors together, inspire 

and light the way in challenging 

times. Enjoy the lighting on a 

series of iconic Emerald Neck-

lace bridges, from dusk to 9pm, 

daily. Also delight in the ten 

(EmEralD nECklaCE Pg. 5)

PHOTO COURTESY OF CITY OF BOSTON

City Council President and 

District 2 Councilor Ed Flynn.

Wu, public officials 
discuss Mass/Cass

City in process of removing encampments

By Lauren Bennett

Mayor Michelle Wu held a 

press conference on January 10 

to provide updates on the public 

health crisis at Mass and Cass.

“Our efforts here at Mass 

and Cass have been driven by a 

public health and housing-led 

approach,” Wu said, adding that 

the encampments “are not a safe 

or healthy place for anyone to be 

living.” 

There is no heat or running 

water and fires have broken out 

in the area as people attempt to 

stay warm.
With this week’s frigid weath-

er especially, there are “ongoing 

issues around frostbite and hypo-

thermia as temperatures drop,” 

Wu said. 
The Wu administration has 

surveyed folks living in the Mass/

(mass/Cass Pg. 3)

PHOTO BY DAN MURPHY

The entrance to the former below-grade Boston Sports Club location at 

361 Newbury St., now being proposed as a future Planet Fitness out-

post. See story on Page 3.

PLANET FITNESS SEEKS BSC SITE

By Dan Murphy

One day ahead of the dead-

line set by Mayor Michelle 

Wu to clear out the homeless 

encampments at Mass. and Cass, 

neighbors on hand for a virtu-

al meeting of the South End, 

Newmarket, Roxbury Working 

Group on Addiction, Recovery, 

and Homelessness on Tuesday, 

Jan.11, expressed their concerns 

that the city’s measures would 

only temporarily remedy the 

problem and the encampments, 

along with the open-air drug 

Working group meeting focuses on ongoing issues at Mass/

Cass as city’s deadline looms for clearing out encampments

(wOrkIng grOuP Pg. 4)
By John Lynds

Parents at the North End’s 

Eliot School are fuming over the 

introduction of the so-called ‘10-

point’ penalty placed on some 

high performing Boston Public 

Schools in order to level the play-

ing field for entrance to Boston’s 

exam school like Boston Latin, 

Boston Latin Academy and the 

O’Bryant. 
The Eliot, which serves many 

students from Back Bay, Beacon 

Hill, the North End, Charles-

Eliot School parents circulating petition 

to Wu over exam school entrance plan

(ElIOt sChOOl Pg. 7)
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By Dan Murphy

As the new City Council Pres-ident, District 2 Councilor Ed Flynn is looking forward to serv-ing in the role during the dawn of Mayor Michelle Wu’s new admin-istration, as well as amid an influx of new blood into the City Coun-cil.
“I’m really proud of my new colleagues who just started and are off to a strong start. They real-ly care about the city and their neighborhoods. And I’m equally proud of the current councilors and look forward to a productive term working with Mayor Wu,” said Flynn, who was unanimously voted in as the new council pres-ident for a two-year term  by his fellow councilors during the City Council’s first meeting of the new year on Jan. 3 at City Hall’s Chris-topher A. Iannella Chamber. 

The Council’s five new mem-bers,  District 4 Councilor Brian Worrell, At-Large Councilor Ruth-zee Louijeune, District 6 Councilor Kendra Hicks, District 7 Council-or Tania Fernandes Anderson, and At-Large Councilor Erin Murphy, 

who filled Michelle Wu’s vacancy on the Council after Wu was elect-ed mayor, were on hand for their first City Council meeting after being sworn in only hours earlier at City Hall. 
“The new City Councilors 
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Beacon Hill Civic Association Community Corner

(BHCA Pg. 3)

(Flynn Pg. 4)
EVERYONE LOVES A SLED RIDE

By Dan Murphy

As the owner of Teddy’s on the Hill , which is set to open before the end of the month in the Bow-doin Street space that was home for more than a century to The Red Hat, Jake Nicholson is well aware that he has been entrusted with carrying on the legacy of a fabled Boston institution.
“What we’re looking to accom-plish when we open, first and foremost, is keeping the nostalgia of one of the most iconic spots in the city,” he said.  “And second, what can we do to give it a breath of fresh air for the neighborhood and everyone else?”

Long before the inception of Teddy’s on the Hill, Nicholson, a more than 20-year veteran of the restaurant industry who 
most recently co-man-
aged the now-shuttered 
Finn McCool’s in the 
Financial District, was 
already well acquainted 
with The Red Hat, which 
operated at 9 Bowdoin 
St. from 1907 until last 
June, as it was a popular 
destination for restaurant 
workers.

“I’ve been coming 
here for years,” said Nicholson. “Just being in the industry, it was one of the spots we always used to go come to after a game or some-thing, so I had an idea of the what the potential was, and what it had 

been. I saw an opportunity for ownership and thought what bet-ter spot to do it in than one of the most iconic bars in Boston? 
“If you’re going to be a bear, you mind as well be a grizzly,” he added.

Working alongside Nicholson at Teddy’s on the Hill is Courtney Nunheimer, general manager, bev-erage director, and self-described “jack of all trades.”

PHOTO BY JACOB WEAVER
This was Hudson’s first time sledding in Boston Common. He recently turned 2 and every time we walked by Charles Street Supply Hardware Store he would point and mumble at the sleds out front so I got him this blue toboggan for Christmas and he got to try it out this weekend with our dog Woodstock!

COURTESY OF CITY OF BOSTONCity Council President and District 2 Councilor Ed Flynn.

New City Council 
President Ed Flynn 
looks forward to serving

Teddy’s on 
the Hill set to 
take over old 
Red Hat space

PHOTOS COURTESY TEDDY’S ON THE HILL 
AND D. MURPHYAbove, The former Red Hat space at 9 Bowdoin St., which will soon be home to Teddy’s on the Hill. Left, a look inside Teddy’s on the Hill.

(Teddy’s Pg. 5)

Undecorating continues this weekend!We will continue undecorating this Saturday, Sun-day, and Monday, January 14, 15, and 16. Thank you to those volunteers who began the process last weekend.
We would ask that you undecorate the poles you decorated if possible or the poles near your home. We’d like to use this opportunity to remove all of the out-of-date permits off of the poles, as well as old tape and tie wraps. We have clippers in the BHCA office that you are welcome to borrow to do this. Load 8-10 garlands, bows and all, into black contractor bags, which you can procure at Charles 

Pictured (left to right), Darci O’Brien and BHCA Directors and Events Committee Co-Chairs Michelle Lavers and Melanie Bertani help kick off Undecorating last weekend.

Minimum 8-inch ad.  Not to be combined 
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Thank You for your sup-
port! The February 2022 Meal 
Pack project was a success! The 
JFK Community Services Team, 
along with some amazing volun-
teers, delivered 200 “packs” on 

Thursday, February 17, to schools 
throughout Charlestown. It may 
be a small gesture, but for many 
families, receiving these packs 
makes a big impact.

The Kennedy Center cannot do 

this work without you! We hope 
you will consider learning more 
about the Kennedy Center’s Food 
Security programs and support 
this project again in April.

News Briefs

CHARLESTOWN 
RESIDENT COMPETES 
AT U.S. SKATING 
CHAMPIONSHIPS    
FOR BOSTON  
COLLEGE EAGLES

Gemma Parker, a member of 
BC’s Synchronized Skating team, 
will be competing with the team 
at the 2022 U.S. Synchronized 
Skating Championships on March 
5th in Colorado Springs, CO. 
Gemma is in her first year at BC, 
majoring in Psychology.  She grad-
uated last year from the Boston 
Latin School and did her senior 
capstone project on diversity in 
figure skating. Gemma has repre-
sented The Skating Club of Boston 
since 2009. 

Gemma Parker.

‘On Thursday, February 17, The JFK Community Services Team, along with some amazing volunteers, deliv-
ered 200 “packs” to schools throughout Charlestown. It may be a small gesture, but for many families, receiv-
ing these packs makes a big impact. To learn more about the Community Services Team at the Kennedy Center 
visit: www.kennedycenter.org.

THANKS FROM THE KENNEDY CENTER
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Boston Symphony Orchestra 
violinist Lucia Lin will play the 
Jean Sibelius Violin Concerto No. 
1 as the featured soloist highlight-
ing the North Shore Philharmonic 
Orchestra Winter Concert on Sun-
day, February 27. Music Director 
Robert Lehmann will raise his 
baton to start the concert at 3:00 
p.m. at Swampscott High School 
auditorium.

The concert program will open 
with Michail Glika’s “Overture to 
„Russian and Ludmilla’” and con-

clude with Carl Nielsen’s Sympho-
ny No. 1.

Tickets can be purchased in 
advance on the Orchestra’s web-
site, www.nspo.org or at Swamp-
scott High on the day of the con-
cert for $30. $25 for seniors and 
students. Chil-dren 12 and under 
are admitted free.

Violinist Lucia Lin joined the 
Boston Symphony Orchestra in 
1985 and has enjoyed a stel-lar 
career as soloist, chamber musi-
cian, and recording artist. She 

debuted at age 11 when she per-
formed Mendelssohn’s Violin 
Concerto with the Chicago Sym-
phony Orchestra. Since then, she 
has won numerous competitions, 
including the 1990 Internation-
al Tchaikovsky Competition in 
Moscow. She has appeared with 
the Boston Pops, the St. Louis 
Symphony Orchestra, the Okla-
homa Symphony Orchestra, the 
Cincinnati Chamber Orchestra, 
and the Festival Orchestra in Graz, 
Austria. She has served as the 
BSO’s as-sistant concertmaster and 
also has held concertmaster roles 
with the Milwaukee Sym-pho-
ny Orchestra and London Sym-
phony Orchestra. She previously 
appeared with the North Shore 
Philharmonic Orchestra in 2015.

Danish Composer Carl Nielsen 
wrote his first Symphony in 1891-
92 and dedicated the work to his 
wife, renowned sculptor Anne 
Marie Carl-Nielsen. The work is 
known for its distinctively “Dan-
ish” flavors and Nielsen’s personal 
style.

Out of concern for the health 
and safety of all musicians and 
audience members, the North 
Shore Philharmonic Orchestra 
requires all patrons attending the 
concert present proof of a Covid-
19 vaccination, or proof of a nega-
tive Covid-19 test no more than 72 
hours prior to the concert. Home 
tests are not accepted. Patrons will 
be required to wear masks and 
socially distance in the auditorium.

For more information about 
the North Shore Philharmonic 
Orchestra, visit nspo.org.
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boston Symphony violinist Lucia Lin headlines North Shore Philharmonic Winter Concert

Violinist Lucia Lin.

BPDA Income-restricted Home Ownership Opportunity 
Maverick Shipyard Condos 

202 Maverick Street 
East Boston, MA, 02128 

 
3 Income-Restricted Homeownership Units 

# of Units # of bedrooms Price Maximum Income 
Limit (% AMI) 

# built out for 
mobility 

impairments 

1 1-Bedroom $202,900 80% 1 

1 2-Bedroom $240,800 80% - 

1 2-Bedroom $314,000 80%-100% - 

 
Maximum Income Limits (set by the BPDA + based on household size + AMI) 

Household size 80% AMI 100% AMI 

1 $67,700 $84,600 

2 $77,350 $96,650 

3 $87,000 $108,750 

4 $96,650 $120,800 

5 $104,400 $130,500 

6 $112,150 $140,150 

Maximum Asset Limits 

80% AMI 100% AMI 

$75,000 $100,000 

Does not include retirement. Does include Real Estate 

To learn more about eligibility + the BPDA screening requirements, please visit: 
http: /www.bostonplans.org/housing/faqs#application-lottery-questions 

 
Applications are available during the application period, from February 21, 2022, through March 9, 
2022. 

 
To request an application online visit: www.202MaverickLottery.com. To have a hard copy of the 
application mailed to your mailing address, please call 617-531-7123 Ext 778. 

 
After careful consideration and out of an abundance of caution, the City of Boston has decided to 
cancel the in-person application distribution period. If you cannot complete the application online, 
please call us at 617-531-7123 Ext 778 or email 202Maverick@maloneyproperties.com to request that 
we mail you one and to ask us for any guidance you might need to complete the application. 

 
Fully completed + signed applications must be submitted online or postmarked no later than 
Wednesday, March 9, 2022 

Mailed to: 
Maloney Properties, Inc. 
Attn: 202 Maverick Lottery 

27 Mica Lane, Wellesley, MA 02481 

● Selection by lottery. Asset, Use & Resale Restrictions apply. 
● Preference for Boston Residents. 
● Preference for First Time Homebuyers 
● Preference for Households with at least one person per bedroom. 
● Minimum 3% down payment required 

For more information, language assistance, or to make a request for reasonable accommodations, 
please call 617-531-7123 Ext 778 or email 202Maverick@maloneyproperties.com 

 
 

Equal Housing Opportunity 

BPDA Income-restricted Home Ownership Opportunity 
Maverick Shipyard Condos 

202 Maverick Street 
East Boston, MA, 02128 

 
3 Income-Restricted Homeownership Units 

# of Units # of bedrooms Price Maximum Income 
Limit (% AMI) 

# built out for 
mobility 

impairments 

1 1-Bedroom $202,900 80% 1 

1 2-Bedroom $240,800 80% - 

1 2-Bedroom $314,000 80%-100% - 

 
Maximum Income Limits (set by the BPDA + based on household size + AMI) 

Household size 80% AMI 100% AMI 

1 $67,700 $84,600 

2 $77,350 $96,650 

3 $87,000 $108,750 

4 $96,650 $120,800 

5 $104,400 $130,500 

6 $112,150 $140,150 

Maximum Asset Limits 

80% AMI 100% AMI 

$75,000 $100,000 

Does not include retirement. Does include Real Estate 

To learn more about eligibility + the BPDA screening requirements, please visit: 
http: /www.bostonplans.org/housing/faqs#application-lottery-questions 

 
Applications are available during the application period, from February 21, 2022, through March 9, 
2022. 

 
To request an application online visit: www.202MaverickLottery.com. To have a hard copy of the 
application mailed to your mailing address, please call 617-531-7123 Ext 778. 

 
After careful consideration and out of an abundance of caution, the City of Boston has decided to 
cancel the in-person application distribution period. If you cannot complete the application online, 
please call us at 617-531-7123 Ext 778 or email 202Maverick@maloneyproperties.com to request that 
we mail you one and to ask us for any guidance you might need to complete the application. 

 
Fully completed + signed applications must be submitted online or postmarked no later than 
Wednesday, March 9, 2022 

Mailed to: 
Maloney Properties, Inc. 
Attn: 202 Maverick Lottery 

27 Mica Lane, Wellesley, MA 02481 

● Selection by lottery. Asset, Use & Resale Restrictions apply. 
● Preference for Boston Residents. 
● Preference for First Time Homebuyers 
● Preference for Households with at least one person per bedroom. 
● Minimum 3% down payment required 

For more information, language assistance, or to make a request for reasonable accommodations, 
please call 617-531-7123 Ext 778 or email 202Maverick@maloneyproperties.com 

 
 

Equal Housing Opportunity 



PA G E  8 F E b r u A ry  2 4 ,  2 0 2 2T H E  C H A R L E S T O W N  PAT R I O T- B R I D G E

In an unprecedented effort to 
increase safety on the roads, the 
Massachusetts House of Represen-
tatives passed legislation that will 
allow applicants who are unable 
to prove lawful presence in the 
United States to apply for a Mas-
sachusetts driver’s license. 

Under this legislation, the Mas-
sachusetts Registry of Motor Vehi-
cles (RMV) will not inquire about 
immigration status when process-
ing an application for a Massachu-
setts driver’s license or registration, 
solely basing the issuance of driv-
er’s licenses to residents who pro-
vide required documents to prove 
their identity, pass the correspond-
ing driver tests, and meet all other 
eligibility criteria.

“I’m proud of the significant 
step that the House took today 
towards bringing all drivers under 
the same licensing and insurance 
standards, regardless of immigra-
tion status,” said House Speaker 
Ronald J. Mariano (D-Quincy). 
“In addition to increasing safety 
on our roads for all drivers, this 
legislation recognizes the essential 
role our immigrant neighbors play 
in our society and economy by 
ensuring that everyone has access 
to a driver’s license. I thank Chair 

Straus, Chair Michlewitz, the bill’s 
sponsors, and all my colleagues 
in the House, as well as countless 
supporters, immigration and labor 
advocates, and law enforcement 
officials for their tireless work to 
ensure its passage.” 

“In line with the 16 other states 
that have passed laws offering 
standard licenses to those pro-
viding secure identification docu-
ments, this carefully crafted public 
safety legislation will mean that all 
drivers using our roads are identifi-
able, competent and insured,” said 
Representative William M. Straus 
(D-Mattapoisett), House Chair of 
the Joint Committee on Transpor-
tation.

“I’m extremely grateful for the 
tireless advocacy that led to this 
pivotal moment. I also want to 
thank Speaker Mariano, Chair 
Michlewitz, Chair Straus, and 
the House for their leadership on 
this important issue,” said Boston 
Mayor Michelle Wu. “All Boston 
and Massachusetts adults deserve 
access to driver’s licenses regardless 
of immigration status. I support 
the Family Mobility Act because it 
will make all of us safer.”

“We cannot overstate our joy, 
pride and gratitude for today’s 

historic vote in the Massachusetts 
House of Representatives,” said 
the leaders of the organizations 
that co-chair the Driving Fami-
lies Forward Coalition, Brazilian 
Worker Center Executive Direc-
tor Lenita Reason and 32BJ SEIU 
Vice President Roxana Rivera. 
“We extend our deepest thanks 
to Speaker Mariano for his clear 
support in moving the bill through 
the legislative process, and we also 
thank the bill’s four lead sponsors, 
dozens of cosponsors and many 
thousands of individual support-
ers. Today, all of them have helped 
move our state toward safer roads, 
stronger public security, better 
public health, and a more robust 
economy, while also taking a step 
toward transforming the lives 
of immigrants and their families 
across the Commonwealth.”

“Immigrants without status are 
essential workers and card-carry-
ing, dues-paying union members. 
Moreover, they are our neighbors, 
friends, and family and an integral 
part of our economy and commu-
nity. With overwhelming support 
from law enforcement, this bill 
will provide greater public safety 
and allow workers to obtain and 
keep good paying jobs, all while 

making facets of everyday life that 
many of us take for granted, like 
getting kids to school, a reality. We 
commend Speaker Mariano and 
the entire Massachusetts House 
for voting to pass this important 
legislation that will result in safer 
roads for all Massachusetts res-
idents,” said Steven A. Tolman, 
President, MA AFL-CIO. 

“I want to thank all those leg-
islators, law enforcement leaders, 
immigration advocates and public 
health officials who worked tire-
lessly to advance this bill through 
today’s historic vote in the House,” 
said Middlesex Sheriff Peter J. 
Koutoujian. “Efforts on this issue 
date back to my time as a state rep-
resentative. Then, as now, it was 
clear that this bill would improve 
public safety and public health. 
While I was supportive of this con-
cept 20 years ago, it was the rig-
orous identification requirements 
in the final version of this bill that 
strengthened it further and made 
today’s vote possible. I applaud 
Speaker Mariano for bringing it to 
the floor and the individuals who 
lent their stories and voices to this 
important cause.”

To apply for a standard driv-
er’s license, applicants will need 

to provide at least two documents 
to prove their identity and date of 
birth. All documents written in a 
foreign language must be accom-
panied by a certified translation to 
English:

• Document #1: valid unex-
pired foreign passport or valid 
unexpired consular ID 

• Document #2: valid US driv-
er’s license, birth certificate, valid 
foreign national ID card, valid for-
eign driver’s license, ora marriage 
certificate or divorce decree 

Residents who cannot prove 
lawful presence in the United 
States would remain ineligible 
for a “REAL ID” which requires 
documentation of U.S. citizenship 
or lawful status as a matter of 
federal law. To protect applicants’ 
privacy, the legislation also prohib-
its the RMV from disclosing any 
information about applicants for 
and holders of a standard driver’s 
license except as authorized by 
regulations promulgated by the 
Attorney General. 

“An Act relative to work and 
family mobility” (H.4461) passed 
the House of Representatives 120-
36. It now goes to the Senate for 
their consideration.

House of representatives passes driver’s license bill

The Massachusetts Pension 
Reserves Investment Management 
(PRIM) Board, which oversees the 
state’s $104.1 billion pension fund, 
voted unanimously in favor to 
approve new proxy voting guide-
lines proposed by State Treasurer 
Deborah Goldberg. These guide-
lines are designed to allow the 
state pension fund to vote against 
directors at companies that are 
not aligned with the Paris Climate 
Agreement and Climate Action 
100+. 

The action comes as part of 
Treasurer Goldberg and PRIM’s 
commitment to build and imple-
ment a comprehensive ESG frame-
work with the proxy goals of limit-
ing global warming to 1.5 degrees 
Celsius and/or establishing a plan 
to achieve “net zero” emissions by 

2050. 
“This vote not only benefits our 

retirees and taxpayers with its pos-
itive environmental outcomes, but 
has significant potential to increase 
our bottom line.” said State Trea-
surer Deborah B. Goldberg, who 
Chairs the PRIM Board. “It is 
a more active approach toward 
achieving our financial goals while 
having a productive long-term 
impact on our changing climate.”

Over the past 10 years, PRIM 
has achieved an investment gain 
of $70.6 billion – exceeding the 
benchmark return by $12 billion 
over that time. In 2020, PRIM 
became the first founding member 
of the MIT Sloan School of Man-
agement’s Aggregate Confusion 
Project, a research consortium 
with the goal of improving ESG 

measurement.
“Today’s votes help keep PRIM 

out in front of major ESG trends 
in the industry,” said Michael G. 
Trotsky, CFA, Executive Director 
and Chief Investment Officer of 
MassPRIM. “The new committee 
will build on the work we have 
been doing with our partners in 
the MIT Sloan School’s Aggregate 
Confusion Project to become more 
impactful; to use the power of 
PRIM to advocate for important 
change.”

Grassroots organizations, pen-
sion funds, and other investors 
have been working collaboratively 
with the Treasurer’s office to devel-
op policies where shareholders 
vote against company directors 
that are the most significant drivers 
of climate change. Additionally, 

the development of an investment 
approach that pursues an envi-
ronmental, social, and corporate 
governance (ESG) frameworks 
into investment decision making 
will not only have better impacts 
on our world but better corpo-
rate outcomes resulting in greater 
returns.

The Board also voted to create 
an ESG Committee comprised of 
industry experts. This first-in-the-
nation initiative will help to lever-
age the Fund to be a force that pro-
motes worker safety, fosters diver-
sity, fights against climate change, 
while still maintaining – and even 
increasing – returns.

“These voting guidelines are a 
great move for Massachusetts and 
other state treasurers and comp-
trollers should follow suit,” said 
Mary Cerulli, Founder of Boston 
based Climate Finance Action. 
“We know that Treasurer Gold-
berg’s ESG committee will address 
the entire portfolio and she will 
work successfully with other large 
investors to improve and align 
the climate transition plans of 
high-emitting companies.”

“We applaud the leadership of 
Treasurer Goldberg and today’s 
actions by the PRIM Board,” said 
Mindy Lubber, CEO and Presi-
dent of Ceres. “Companies and 

their directors have been put on 
notice by many of their sharehold-
ers that if they fail to address cli-
mate change risks and implement 
climate practices and policies that 
will help bring about a transition 
to a net zero emissions econo-
my, those shareholders will hold 
them accountable. Following the 
historic 2021 U.S. proxy season, 
directors now know they might be 
replaced if they are not doing their 
jobs in mitigating climate-related 
risks and capturing opportuni-
ties in the net zero transition.”  

The proxy voting guidelines do 
not restrict or determine which 
companies the pension fund 
invests in. Instead, they allow the 
fund to use its power as a share-
holder to advocate for policies that 
advance effective corporate gover-
nance and ensure sustained value 
for the fund, fostering long-term 
growth for its investments.

In prior years, the Treasurer 
proposed, and the PRIM Board 
unanimously approved a series of 
reforms, which, in addition to tar-
geting climate change, also focused 
on renewable energy, human rights 
standards, executive pay, LGBTQ 
rights, board diversity and wage 
equality, and limiting the number 
of boards a director may sit on.

PrIM board  to vote against directors at high-polluting portfolio companies

ADRENALINE
RUSH!

1-800-GO-GUARD • www.1-800-GO-GUARD.com 

You’ll also get career training 
and money for college. If you’re 
ready for the excitement, join 
the Army National Guard today.
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Beacon Hill Civic Association Community Corner

Beacon Hill Civic Association AffiliatesEvery spring, the Beacon Hill Civic Association publishes its Annual Report covering the organization’s accomplishments during the past year, including the accomplishments of some of its affiliated organizations. We will 

be sharing some of those accom-plishments here over the coming weeks.
Cambridge street Community Development CorporationThe Cambridge Street Com-munity Development Corpora-tion (“CSCDC”) comprises repre-sentatives of groups interested in 

advancing Cambridge Street as a vital commercial destination and balancing commercial and resi-dential considerations in its re-de-velopment, use and maintenance. The Beacon Hill Civic Associa-tion is a founding member of the CSCDC; other members include 

Special to the Beacon Hill TimesBoston City Councilor Michelle Wu has released a city-level Green New Deal (GND) and Just Recov-ery plan for Boston, a framework for using the full reach of munici-pal authority to mitigate the threat of climate change, attack poverty and economic inequality, close the wealth gap, and dismantle struc-tural racism.  
“Climate justice is racial and economic justice,” said Council-or Wu. “Cities have tremendous power to lead the charge, and we must recognize this moment as a call to action.”

Councilor Wu has emphasized 

that bold, progressive action is in line with the City of Boston’s legacy of civic leadership, as the home of the first public park, public school, and public library in the country. The report fea-tures 15 policies to demonstrate the potential for transformative city action today—accelerating decarbonization, just and resil-ient development, transportation justice, decommodifying housing, food justice, resilient stormwater infrastructure, growing the urban tree canopy, harnessing our coastal and ocean resources for decarbon-ization and “blue jobs,” and more.

City Councilor Michelle Wu launches plan for a Boston green New Deal and Just Recovery

D. MURPHY PHOTOS

A woman paddle-boarding on the Charles. See Page 6 for more summer photos.

A visitor enjoying some leisure time on the Esplanade.

SUMMER AROUND THE CITY

(Wu, Pg. 4)

(BHCA Pg. 5)

By Dan Murphy
The Rev. Dr. J. Theodore “Ted” Klein of West Roxbury, who for-merly served as the senior pastor of Church on the Hill died in Bos-ton on Saturday, Aug. 8 at age 79.Born to the late Harald Imman-uel and Ruth Powell Klein on March 23, 1941 in n Abington Pa., Mr. Klein earned degrees from the Academy of the New Church College (BA), Temple University (MEd in Education), and Boston University (MA and PhD in Phi-losophy) before he was ordained the Swedenborgian Church in 1984. He went on to serve the ministry for the next 36 years, including 15 years with the Bos-ton Society of the New Jerusalem (Church on the Hill, Boston), the last four years of which he served as its senior pastor. Mr. Klein also served on the faculty of the Swedenborg School of Religion; presented lectures and talks at churches and conventions; and served on several committees, including in the role of secretary of the Council of Ministers. He is the author of several published 

books, including “The Power of Service,” “Why Is This Happening To Me” and the “Learning Com-passion” workbook, as well.Mr. Klein began his distin-guished academic career teaching Philosophy at Urbana University (Ohio) before lending his skills in the classroom to the Sweden-borg School of Religion, as well as UMass Boston, from where he just retired after the spring semester.

Former Church on the Hill senior pastor, 
Rev. Dr. ‘ted’ Klein, passes away at age 79

COURTESY PHOTO
 Rev. Dr. J. Theodore “Ted” Klein.

(Klein, Pg. 5)

Sticky size: 3 in. x3 in.
Shown sized to scale above
covers approx. 2 columns

owner was planning on tearing it 
down and building a sort of New 
Orleans-style Prudential Tower,” 
said Kulich. “There was some 
feverish objection from the neigh-
bors and eventually he bowed 
out.”

Kulich said the building was 
eventually sold to Nestor Lemus 
and the whole resurrected the 
knock down and then build back 
up plan, which prompted him to 
take action with BLC. 

“So the Charlestown 
Preservation Society helped 
fashion for the Landmarks 
Commission a proposal to pro-

tect the area,” said Kulich. “We 
want to create the Union Street 
Architectural Conservation 
District to force a proper resto-
ration of that home on Lawrence 
Street that has a huge history to 
it. From the preservation side we 
did some research and we have 
found a lot of interesting stuff. 
So we are seeking this protection 
but the owner could tomorrow 
go in and just do a restoration 
on the building. The Preservation 
Society already offered him advice 
on how to do that and he could do 
that right away.”

An historic photo of 8 Lawrence St. 
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All real estate advertising in this  
newspaper is subject to the Federal 

Fair Housing Act of 1968, which 
makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial status 
(number of children and or preg-
nancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any inten-
tion to make any such preference, 

limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly 

accept any advertising for real 
estate that is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 

informed that all dwellings adver-
tising in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain about discrimi-

nation call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 

“ HUD” toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. For the N.E. area, call HUD 

at 617-565-5308. The toll free 
number for the hearing impaired 

is 1-800-927-9275.

FHAP AGENCIES &OTHER STATE/ 
LOCAL REFERRAL AGENCIES

LOT of winemaking 
Equip.-Ital. Corker, 
Carboys(3), demijohn, 
bottles(5),hydrometer, 
many corks/sleeves, 
bottle tree & more. $150 
or B.R.O. Mike 617-721-
9138
1/26
--------------------

FOR SALE

LEGAL NOTICE

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

JOHN J. RECCA 
PAINTING

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com
781-241-2454

Chimneys • Fireplaces 
Cellar Floors • Restoration
French Drains • Repointing

Free Estimates, Lic. & Ins.

Local References

Phil - 617-230-3490

Ryan 
Masonry

Licensed & insured 
Complete electrical services 
www.johnpmchughelectric.com
Jmchugh447@gmail.com 

LEGAL NOTICE
THE COMMONWEALTH OF 

MASSACHUSETTS
MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT 
OF TRANSPORTATION – HIGH-

WAY DIVISION
NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING 
Project File No. 607670
A Live Design Public Hearing 
will be published on the Mass-
DOT website below to present 
the design for the proposed 
Superstructure Replacement 
of Maffa Way & Mystic 
Avenue over Orange Line and 
MBTA/BMRR project in Boston 
and Somerville, MA.
WHEN:  Time: 6:00PM 
-- Wednesday, March 2, 2022 
PURPOSE:  The purpose of 
this hearing is to provide the 
public with the opportunity to 
become fully acquainted with 
the proposed Superstructure 
Replacement of Maffa Way & 
Mystic Avenue over Orange 
Line and MBTA/BMRR. All 
views and comments submit-
ted in response to the hearing 
will be reviewed and consid-
ered to the maximum extent 
possible.
PROPOSAL:  The proposed 
project consists of Bos-
ton=Somerville- Superstruc-
ture Replacement of, B-16-067 
(3GV), Maffa Way & B-16-
068=S-17-027 (3GW), Mystic 
Avenue over Orange Line and 
MBTA/BMRR. Maffa Way will 

consist of a 12’ sidewalk on 
the southside of the bridge 
with a 10’wide 2 way Bicycle 
lane and a raised concrete 
median. Mystic Ave. will con-
sist of a 12’ sidewalk on the 
northside of the bridge that 
will be shared by pedestrians 
and bicyclists, separated by a 
1.5’ wide visual buffer. 
A secure right-of-way is neces-
sary for this project.  Acquisi-
tions in fee and permanent or 
temporary easements may be 
required. The Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts is responsi-
ble for acquiring all needed 
rights in private or public 
lands. MassDOT’s policy con-
cerning land acquisitions will 
be presented in the hearing.
Project inquiries, written 
statements and other exhibits 
regarding the proposed un-
dertaking may be submitted 
to Carrie E. Lavallee, P.E., Act-
ing Chief Engineer, via e-mail 
to dot.feedback.highway@
state.ma.us or via US Mail to 
Suite 6340, 10 Park Plaza, 
Boston, MA 02116, Attention: 
Major Projects, Project File 
No. 607670. Statements 
and exhibits intended for 
inclusion in the public hearing 
transcript must be emailed or 
postmarked no later than ten 
(10) business days after the 
hearing is posted to the Mass-
DOT website listed below.  
This hearing is accessible 

to people with disabilities. 
MassDOT provides reasonable 
accommodations and/or 
language assistance free of 
charge upon request (e.g 
interpreters in American Sign 
Language and languages 
other than English, live 
captioning, videos, assistive 
listening devices and alter-
nate material formats), as 
available. For accommodation 
or language assistance, please 
contact MassDOT’s Chief Diver-
sity and Civil Rights Officer by 
phone (857-368-8580), TTD/
TTY at (857) 266-0603, fax 
(857) 368-0602 or by email 
(MassDOT.CivilRights@dot.
state.ma.us). Requests should 
be made as soon as possible 
and prior to the hearing, and 
for more difficult to arrange 
services including sign-lan-
guage, CART or language 
translation or interpretation, 
requests should be made at 
least ten business days before 
the hearing.  
This Live Virtual Design Public 
Hearing or a cancellation an-
nouncement will be published 
on the internet at www.mass.
gov/massdot-highway-de-
sign-public-hearings. 
JONATHAN GULLIVER                                                  
CARRIE E. LAVALLEE, P.E.
HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATOR                                       
CHIEF ENGINEER

2/17/22, 2/24/22
CT

TO ADVErTISE 

PLEASE CALL 

781-485-0588

DEADLINES: For classi-
fied line ads, deadlines 
are Monday by 4 p.m. 
Call 781-485-0588
 or fax the ad to 781-
485-1403
_______
 
SELLING YOUR AUTO? 
Call for our 4 week 
special! Call 781-485-
0588 or fax the ad to 
781-485-1403

MICHAEL P QUINN 
DINNER DANCE       
SET FOR APRIL 9

Three days shy of three years 
we will be having our annual din-
ner dance April 9, at the Bunker 
Hill Knights of Columbus Hall, 
545 Medford St, Charlestown, 
Ma. Our journey has been fraught 
with medical complications that 
could not be fathomed. With our 
organization perseverance and 
community support, a festive eve-

ning has been planed.
We will be saluting Jeremy S 

Shea 2019, Madison J Rodriguez 
2020, and Quinlan E O’Brien 
2021. The featured speaker will be 
Major General Michael S Martin, 
U. S. Marine Corps, Deputy 
Commandant (REC) Combat 
Development and Integration. A 
six course meal will be provided 
by Sandy Griffin McLaughlin, and 
our musical entertainment will be 
provided by Alan La Bella.

Tickets are $50.00 per person 
and may be obtained by calling 
Ronan at 627-242-5493, email 
maryfitzpatrick10@comcast.net or 
contacting our P O Box 290216, 
Charlestown.  Ma 02129 – 0213.  
The evening will commence with 
a 6:15 p.m. social hour, and fol-
lowed by dinner at 7:30 p.m.

Hopefully you can join us as we 
continue Mike’s mission of select-
ing and funding the future leaders 
of our beloved town.

N e i g h b o r h o o d  r o u N d  u p

Please 

recycle
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To place a memoriam 
please call 781-485-0588

C H A R L E S T O W N  B E A T
LOCAL STUDENTS EARN ACADEMIC HONORS

MARY A. WIEMERT
8 Year Anniversary

June 5, 1932 – February 22, 2014

Love, 
Frank

  

In Loving Memory 

My dearest darling Sister 
How can I find the words to say
To tell of how I miss you 
Throughout every single day?
I miss our little chats -
The way you’d listened to me moan
And how you’d always cheer me up 
Whenever you would phone. 
Living life without you
Is so very hard to bear 
And I’d give all I have to waken
And to see you standing there.

WILLIAMSON 
INITIATED 
INTO OMICRON           
DELTA KAPPA

Jennifer Williamson, a native 
of Charlestown, was recently 
initiated into the Union College 
Circle of Omicron Delta Kappa, 
the National Leadership Honor 
Society. The Society welcomed 
265 new initiates from 9 universi-
ties during January 2022.

Students initiated into the 
Society must be sophomores, 
juniors, seniors, or graduate/pro-

fessional students in the top 35% 
of their class, demonstrate leader-
ship experience in at least one of 
the five pillars, and embrace the 
ODK ideals. Fewer than five per-
cent of students on a campus are 
invited to join each year.

Omicron Delta Kappa Society, 
the National Leadership Honor 
Society, was founded in Lexington, 
Virginia, on December 3, 1914. A 
group of 15 students and faculty 
members established the Society 
to recognize and encourage lead-
ership at the collegiate level. The 
founders established the ODK 

Idea-the concept that individuals 
representing all phases of colle-
giate life should collaborate with 
faculty and others to support the 
campus and community. ODK’s 
mission is to honor and devel-
op leaders; encourage collabo-
ration among students, faculty, 
staff, and alumni; and promote 
ODK’s leadership values of col-
laboration, inclusivity, integrity, 
scholarship, and service on college 
and university campuses through-
out North America. The Society’s 
national headquarters are located 
in Lexington, Virginia.

This is a brief overview of con-
struction operations and impacts 
for the North Washington Street 
Bridge Replacement Project. 
MassDOT will provide additional 
notices as needed for high-impact 
work and changes to traffic con-
figurations beyond those described 
below.

SCHeDULeD WORK
• North abutment (Charlestown 

side near Chelsea Street) – barrier 
slab repair and rebar installation

• Assembling and installing 
north and south wooden fender 
panels

• Utility work on Charles River 
Ave

• Forming and pouring concrete 
elements at City Square

WORK HOURS
• Most work will be done 

during the daytime and evening 
(6:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.)

MARINe IMPACTS
• Routine closures of the north 

and south channels continue. Only 
one channel will be closed at a 
time.

• Work hours are during the 
day (6:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.)

• Vessels may continue to tran-
sit through the work site through 
the open channel.

• While traveling through the 
open channel, pay close attention 

to signage and the multiple boats, 
barges, cranes, and other work 
vessels on site.

 Use VHF-FM Channel 13 to 
contact work- and push-boats. If 
access to the commercial lock is 
required and work barges are in 
the channel, 24-hour notice to J.F. 
White is required to clear access to 
the lock. The on-scene Superinten-
dent for the J.F. White Contracting 
Company is Patrick Wilson and 
can be contacted at (617) 680-
7537.

TRAVeL TIPS & 
THe WINTeR SeASON

With winter underway, we will 
be clearing the bridge during & 
after snow events. In December 
2021, we reapplied the anti-skid 
coating to the bridge walkway. We 
will continue to monitor and reap-
ply whenever the coating needs to 
be refreshed, including our team 
inspecting the walkway regular-
ly. Additionally, the contractor is 
responsible for monitoring the site 
daily for snow and ice issues and 
addressing them as soon as they 
are identified. They are also pro-
actively preparing for imminent 
weather conditions when forecast-
ed.

For everyone using the tem-
porary bridge, please help share 
the space: walk to the right, walk 

bikes, and be mindful of people 
coming from both directions, if 
walking in a large group.

Drivers should take care to pay 
attention to all signage and move 
carefully through the work zone. 
Police details, lane markings, tem-
porary barriers, traffic cones, sig-
nage, and other tools will be used 
to control traffic and create safe 
work zones.

The Tudor Wharf Walkway 
(under the bridge next to the 
water in Paul Revere Park) will 
be intermittently closed for safety 
during construction operations, 
with access provided via the Water 
Street underpass. The Boston Har-
borwalk under the bridge and 
eastern/harborside bridge sidewalk 
remain closed until rebuilt.

For your awareness, the follow-
ing events are scheduled during 
this look-ahead period:

• BRUINS: 2/21 at 1:00 p.m.   
 EVENTS: 2/20 at 7:30 p.m., 

2/22 at 3:00 P.M., 2/23 at 7:00 
p.m., 2/24 at 11:00 a.m., 3:00 
p.m., and 7:00 p.m.; 2/25 at 11 
a.m., 3:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.; 
2/26 at 11:00 a.m., 3:00 p.m., and 
7:00 p.m.; 2/27 at 12:00 p.m. and 
4:00 p.m. 

• CELTICS: 3/1 at 7:30 p.m., 
and 3/3 at 7:30 p.m.

North Washington Street bridge 
construction look-ahead to March 5

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE

Motor Vehicle Accident-
Property Damage

02/14/22 – At about 1:10 p.m., 
an officer responded to a radio 
call for a downed lightpole at 250 
Rutherford Ave. 

Upon arrival, the officer met 
with State Police and observed 
a lightpole had broken from its 
base and fallen onto Rutherford 
Avenue. The pole was broken into 
multiple pieces and blocked two 
travel lanes. 

Boston Fire Engine 50 and 
Ladder 9 also responded to the 
scene and secured the two travel 
lanes to prevent any accidents. 
The Boston Lighting Department 
crew arrived on the scene as well 
and removed the pole from the 
roadway before rendering the 
electrical safe. The cause of the 
incident appeared to be that the 
concrete base of the light pole 
rotted away and caved in.

Fraud Pretense - Scheme
02/16/2022 – At approximately 

3:30 p.m., police in the TS21 Unit 
took a phone-in report of threats 
at the Warren Prescott School.  O

The officer was contacted by 
the school’s headmaster, who said 
a parent of one of their students 
had come to the school’s front 
office. The student’s mother stated 
she received a phone call from an 
unknown number and said the 
person on the other line pretended 
to be her son while crying “hys-
terically.” The individual on the 
phone indicated that her son wit-
nessed “them” doing something 
“bad” during his recess, and as a 

result, “they” took her child with 
them. The individual on the phone 
then stated his boss wants to kill 
him, but he is trying to save his 
life. The individual then demand-
ed $5,000 cash for his safe return. 

It should be noted that the stu-
dent’s mother had the child at the 
time of the reporting, and all par-
ties involved were never physically 
confronted nor harmed.  

Fraud Pretense - Scheme
 02/20/2022 – At around 2:30 

p.m., an officer assisted with a 
walk-in fraud report from Walford 
Way. 

The officer spoke with the 
victim, who stated that she met 
two males, Clinton T. Ken and 
Coleman Freeman, from Nigeria, 
on a dating website called 
“Finally” and “Hi.” The victim 
stated that a relationship formed 
online overtime when Clinton and 
Freeman began saying they would 
fly from Nigeria to Boston to meet 
her but needed money. 

The victim started purchasing 
gift cards and wiring money to the 
suspects via MoneyGram. The vic-
tim stated that she was contacting 
the suspects via “What’s App” and 
“Hi app,” where she would send 
them the codes to the gift cards. 
The victim stated that she sent 
over $10,000 before realizing she 
was being scammed. 

The victim said she has since 
blocked the individuals and delet-
ed her accounts on the apps and 
websites. 

The Area A-1 Detectives will do 
a follow-up investigation.
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CHECK OUT OUR AFFORDABLE HOME LOAN OPTIONS!

888.418.5626  |  CAMBRIDGESAVINGS.COM/AFFORDABLE-OPTIONS
LEARN MORE

We Can Help  
Make Your  
Home Happen.
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