
By John Lynds

The new redistricting map 
approved by the House has 
Chelsea being taken out of Rep. 
Dan Ryan’s district. While Ryan 
would lose Chelsea he would 
gain two precincts in Everett and 
precincts in East Cambridge and 
Cambridgeport. 

House Bill 4210, An Act rela-
tive to establishing representative 
districts in the General Court, was 
given initial approval on a vote of 
158-1 in the House late last week. 
The bill now moves to the Senate 
for approval before it can be sent 
to Governor Charlie Baker for his 

review and signature.
Ryan’s loss of Chelsea is an 

effort by the legislature to create 
a minority majority district for 
Chelsea voters following the 2020 
US Census. A new state repre-
sentative district will be created 
in Chelsea and take effect for the 
2022 state elections if signed by 
Baker. 

The new state representative 
district in Chelsea will be the 11th 
Suffolk and will be incumbent free 
for the 2022 election. 

The change and creation of 
the 11 Suffolk district reflects the 
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The Charlestown Neighborhood Council will hold an in-person 
public meeting on Thursday November 4 at 7pm at the American 
Legion, 23 Adams Street. Because Tuesday November 2 is Election 
Day, please note that there a change in the date and the meeting 
place. We will have presentations on development in Charlestown. 
Masks are required for attendance.

(Changes Pg. 6)

By John Lynds

On Tuesday, Charlestown voters 
had the opportunity to vote early 
at the Harvard/Kent Elementary 
School Gymnasium for the Nov. 2 
Municipal Election and voters here 
can continue to vote at City Hall 
until Friday or utilize early voting 
drop boxes here and across the city 
until election night. 

Unlike traditional polling, early 

voting allows voters to vote at 
locations other than their assigned 
polling location. 

While early voting occurred 
on Tuesday at the Harvard/Kent 
Elementary School Gymnasium, 
Charlestown residents can contin-
ue to vote early at the nearest loca-
tion at City Hall on Wednesday, 
Oct. 27 from 9 am to 5 pm, 
Thursday, Oct. 28 from 9 am to 8 
pm and Friday from 9 am to 5 pm. 

Charlestown residents can also 
utilize the voting dropbox at the 
Charlestown Branch Library or 
the dropbox outside City Hall 
seven days a week until 8 pm elec-
tion night. 

The Boston Election Department 
is encouraging voters to utilize 
early voting because voting early 
makes it easy to ensure a voter’s 

By Adam Swift

Put some Charlestown residents 
and representatives of the Boston 
Planning & Development Agency 
in the same room, even if it’s a 
virtual room, and there’s sure to be 
some emotions running high.

Last week, the PLAN: 
Charlestown staff held an online 
forum to update residents on 
the city planning initiative for 
the neighborhood and get input 
on visions and goals for PLAN: 
Charlestown.

Throughout the Zoom meeting, 
BPDA members were peppered 
with online chat questions, and 
later, questioned in person, about 
the overall framework of the plan 
and development in Charlestown 
in general. Some community 
members did urge patience as the 
PLAN: Charlestown efforts head 
into a next phase where there will 

be a deeper dive into priorities and 
future scenarios and land use goals 
for the community.

The framework for last week’s 
meeting was a review of where 
PLAN: Charlestown currently 
stands, and beginning to establish 
a draft planning framework that 
includes visions, goals, and prin-
ciples to build upon in the next 
phase of the process, according to 
Kelly Sherman, a planner with the 
BPDA.

“In the first beginning part of 
PLAN: Charlestown we want-
ed to understand what led us to 
Charlestown today and what are 
some of the existing conditions,” 
said Sherman. “Through our Land 
Use Through Time and Open 
Space and Climate Resiliency 
workshops we talked about what 
led to and also shaped the physical 

Pierce and Lilia Mugford have some fun in the photo booth area during the Halloween In The Gardens event 
by Gardens For Charlestown. See Pages 4 and 5 for more photos.

HALLOWEEN IN THE GARDENS

charlestown, city kick off early voting 
for November’s Municipal election

Rep. Ryan could lose Chelsea; gain parts of 
Everett and Cambridge in new House map

District changes

PLAN: charlestown process creates 
more questions as it moves forward

By Dan Murphy

This Halloween promises to 
a bona fide treat with numerous 
events and activities planned for 
trick-or-treaters in Boston on and 
around All Hallows Eve.

On Beacon Hill, the Liberty 
Hotel presents a “Child’s Play”-
themed costume party for ages 21 
and up on Saturday, Oct. 30, kick-
ing off at 9 p.m., with specialty 
cocktails, dancing, and live music 

from DJ Frank White and DJ Josh-
ua Carl. Ticket options include 
$65 general admission, $115 for a 
themed dinner at Clink plus party 
entry, $1,200 for VIP table pack-
ages, and  overnight hotel pack-
ages. For more information, or to 
purchase tickets, visit https://www.
showclix.com/event/libertyhallow-
een21.

The Beacon Hill Civic Associa-
tion has arranged for the following 
streets to be closed from 4:00-8:00 

PM on Halloween:
Branch Street (blocked from 

Charles Street)
Chestnut Street (blocked from 

Charles Street to Walnut Street)
Mount Vernon Street (blocked 

from Charles Street to Joy Street)
Pinckney Street (blocked from 

Joy Street to Charles Street)
West Cedar Street (blocked 

Revere Street to Chestnut Street)

A look at Halloween in the city

(PLan Pg. 7)

(Voting Pg. 6)

(haLLoween Pg. 12)
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By: Pam Kocher

Hiding underneath the spot-
lighted races for Mayor and City 
Council on the Nov. 2 ballot is 
Question 1, which is a binding 
initiative that will change the City 
Charter and allow a budgeting 
power grab by the City Council. 

We believe this change will 
bring chaos to a strong budgeting 
system that currently works well.

The mission of the Boston 
Municipal Research Bureau 
(BMRB) is to be the City’s fiscal 
watchdog, and on Question 1, the 
BMRB wants to get the facts to 
voters. In the past, we have sound-
ed the alarm many times on what 
we believed were unwise fiscal 
measures, and now we are doing 
that on Question 1 and asking that 
residents make sure to vote ‘No 
on 1’ after they cast their votes for 
mayor and city council.

Question 1 looks to shift some 
budgeting powers away from the 
mayor and allow 13 City Coun-
cilors to write and override the 
mayor’s budget. Question 1 will 
also introduce more meetings, 
resources going to the loudest con-
stituents, and it could damage the 
City’s pristine credit rating.

A few facts need to be put on 
the record:

•Question 1 is unnecessary as 
the Council already has tools and 
powers that they can use to influ-
ence the City Budget – tools and 
powers they rarely use now. In 
fact, with just one memorandum, 
the City Council could call for very 
specific revisions and additions 
that the mayor could incorporate 
into any budget and do so publicly.

•The question is binding, mean-
ing that it’s not an opinion poll. 
If this passes, it would result in a 

change to the City Charter that 
would be permanent.

•The big issue in Question 1 
is not participatory budgeting. In 
fact, Boston already has that. It 
was introduced many years ago 
under the Menino Administration.

•Finally, the measure is unfair 
to our new female leader, whom-
ever she may be. No matter which 
of the mayoral candidates wins 
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Guest Op-edBE SURE TO VOTE THIS TUESDAY
The historic election in the City of Boston is set for this coming Tues-

day, November 2, with the main event being the mayoral contest between 
Annissa Essaibi George and Michelle Wu. Boston voters for the first time 
will be electing a woman as mayor, and both candidates are the children 
of immigrants.

However, as much as they may have in common, Wu and Essaibi 
George have presented very different visions of how they intend to gov-
ern, both in style and in substance, for the voters’ consideration. 

In addition, there is a full slate of City Councillor at Large seats, with 
eight candidates vying for the four slots. Among the nine district council 
seats, six are contested.

There is a lot on the line for every Boston resident in Tuesday’s elec-
tion. The future direction of our city will be determined by the choices we 
make on Tuesday.

We urge all of our readers who are eligible voters to get out and vote.

REMEMBERING THE 
PERFECT STORM

It was 30 years ago this week when the Perfect Storm struck the East 
Coast of the United States, bringing powerful winds and gargantuan 
waves that pummeled the Massachusetts coastline on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 30, and continued into the next day.

Although the storm eventually affected the entire East Coast from 
Canada to Florida, the most-costly damage occurred in Massachusetts, 
with more than 100 homes destroyed, especially along the South Shore 
in Marshfield.

The damage would have been much greater, given the 30-foot waves 
that ravaged the coastline, but the storm struck during a neap tide, the 
time of the month when the high tides are at their lowest.

If it had occurred during one of those King Tides -- we can only imag-
ine the devastation.

The storm originally was called the No-Name Storm or the Halloween 
Storm, but eventually became known as the Perfect Storm, after the book 
by journalist Sebastian Junger and subsequent movie (starring George 
Clooney) that chronicled the fate of the crew of the Gloucester fishing 
vessel, Andrea Gale, which sunk amidst the storm and its 100-foot waves.

Junger got that name from a Boston meteorologist, who told Junger 
that the storm was formed from the convergence of the remnants of Hur-
ricane Grace and two other weather systems, which then combined into 
one powerful storm -- the Perfect Storm -- a few hundred miles out to sea 
and then made a beeline westward for a direct hit on Massachusetts.

According to the meteorologist, the unlikely convergence of a hurri-
cane and two other weather systems is a once-in-a-hundred year event.

For those of us who recall seeing the waves crashing over the seawalls 
in Revere and Winthrop from our tall office buildings in downtown Bos-
ton, and then getting a first-hand look at the damage the next day, the 
Perfect Storm is one we’ll remember for the rest of our lives, just as we’ll 
never forget the Blizzard of ‘78 and the previous generation never forgot 
the Hurricane of 1938.

In view of all of the destruction wrought by weather events in other 
parts of the world in the past 15 years, we should consider ourselves lucky 
that we have not had to face similar natural catastrophes.

On the other hand, realizing that it’s been 30 years since our last truly 
Big One, the odds are that we are overdue for another natural disaster 
-- “Time and tide wait for no man,” wrote the poet -- and with the added 
impact of climate change, whatever fate awaits us, we fear it will be a bad 
outcome.

ENJOY A SAFE HALLOWEEN
Yes, we all want to party and enjoy this Halloween season as we 

emerge from the worst of the pandemic, especially after Halloween essen-
tially was cancelled last year.

But we urge all of our readers not to overdo it and to enjoy the holiday 
responsibly with their friends and loved ones.

Excessive drinking never makes sense and there never is a good excuse 
for it. 

So let’s dress up in our Squid Games costumes -- but remember that 
the winner of the game had to keep his head (literally and figuratively) 
to survive.

He never would have made it if he had been under the influence.

Andres Del Castillo

This year, there will be a ques-
tion on the November ballot that 
would change how the City bud-
get is created. It would allow the 
city council to change budget items 
by a majority vote, and create an 
Office of Participatory Budgeting 
to allow people to vote on certain 
budget items. More of us would 
get a say in how we spend our 
City’s money.

Currently, city councilors can 
only vote yes or no on the entire 
budget; they have no power to 
shift funds within the budget. 
Also, there is currently no process 
for voters in Boston to have direct 
input on the budget through par-
ticipatory budgeting processes, a 
democratic process in which com-
munity members directly decide 
how to spend a portion of a public 
budget. This project exists in many 
other major cities like our neigh-

bors next door in Cambridge, as 
well as New York, Seattle, Oak-
land, and Chicago.

By voting yes on Question 1 this 
November, voters have a chance to 
amend the City of Boston’s Charter 
to allow far more voices to influ-
ence the budget process, including 
communities who have historically 
been excluded from influencing the 
budget. This effort “Yes on 1 for 
a Better Budget” is led by a coali-
tion of community organizations, 
teachers, nurses, faith leaders, 
environmental groups, small busi-
nesses, elected officials, and voters 
across Boston.

The changes were approved by 
every member of the city council, 
including the two mayoral can-
didates, so all the people most 
involved in the budget process 
agree these are good changes for 
Boston. Allowing legislative bud-
get changes is very common, and 

government bodies from the fed-
eral and state governments down 
to cities and towns work this way, 
and it works very well.

Having more leaders who are 
closer to the needs of the commu-
nities in the city will ensure that 
community needs are better met in 
the budget than allowing only the 
mayor to set the priorities.

Why vote Yes on 1? Boston 
needs more affordability, stronger 
schools, thriving local businesses, 
and good youth jobs. Yes on 1 
would allow us to better achieve 
these goals by giving local city 
councilors more input so that 
every Boston neighborhood is fully 
included.

Vote on November 2nd, YES 
ON QUESTION 1 !

Visit www.YesOn1Boston.com 
and follow @Yeson1Boston

Andres Del Castillo is Co-Di-
rector, Right to the City Boston

Yes on 1 for a better budget: The time is now

Question 1 will exchange a proven process for chaos

Guest Op-ed
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*All participants will receive $25 after completion of their 
visit. To complete the visit, participants must create an 
account, give consent, agree to share their electronic 
health records, answer health surveys, and have their 
measurements taken (height, weight, blood pressure, etc.), 
and give blood and urine samples, if asked.

All of Us and the All of Us logo are service marks of the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services.

Why have some communities not 
been a part of medical research?

You can help researchers develop new and better 
treatments that benefit all of us.

Many groups of people have been left out of 
research in the past. That means we know less about 
their health. When you join the All of Us Research 
Program, you'll help researchers learn more about 
what makes people sick or keeps them healthy.

JoinAllofUs.org/NewEngland  
(617) 768-8300 oP-ed  (from pg. 2)

LETTERS to the Editor

on Nov. 2, she will be the first 
elected female mayor of Boston, 
but she will also be walking into 
a job stripped of important bud-
geting powers if Question 1 pass-
es. Where is the fairness in taking 
away powers from the first female 
mayor, powers that male mayors 
have enjoyed for generations?

Boston has been recognized 

for decades as being a fiscally 
sound, with a AAA bond rating 
that allows our city to pay less for 
borrowed dollars, save on capi-
tal projects and manage through 
downturns in our economy. Our 
budgeting process keeps people 
employed, programs funded and 
services reaching the neediest.

Our city works because our 

budget works.
Vote ‘No on 1’ to make sure 

we continue making prudent 
financial decisions in our city. For 
more detailed information, log on 
to No1boston.com and make sure 
to get the facts on Question 1.

 Pam Kocher - is  President of 
the Boston Municipal Research 
Bureau and Boston Resident

TO THE BPDA: YOU 
REAP WHAT YOU SOW 

To the Editor:
The evening of the 21st of 

last week, I tuned in to a Zoom 
Plan Charlestown meeting host-
ed by the Boston Planning and 
Development Agency. The purpose 
of this meeting as touted by the 
BPDA was to discuss / address the 
concerns from previous surveys, 
a vision going forward and goals 
for the future of the Community 
of Charlestown. The hope is to 
set a planning framework for the 
available lots surrounding the core 
of Charlestown.

As the meeting progressed, 
I could sense much displeasure 
as comments from the audience 
appeared on the chat screen. A 
“planner” from the BPDA chimed 
in to discourage any negativ-
ism, or disparaging comments or 
thoughts from the audience. It was 
evident that the participants were 
not buying into the BPDA’s claim 
that they listen to the community.

May I remind the BPDA that 
the community of Charlestown 
presented over 2700 signatures in 
2019 to the Mayor of Boston that 
Charlestown needs better plan-
ning via a Master Plan to tackle 
density, traffic gridlock, pollution 
and the safety and wellness of this 
community going forward. The 
concerns at that time were also 
to preserve the historic core and 
ensure responsible building in our 
one square mile. 

Mayor Walsh was in agree-
ment and assured the citizens 
that a Master Plan was accept-
able going forward. Less than 24 
hours later, the BPDA announced 
there would be no Master Plan for 
Charlestown and there would be 
more traffic studies, focusing on 
the Rutherford Corridor.

In their esteemed wisdom, 
the BPDA put forth “Plan 
Charlestown” and have been 
holding countless meetings, sur-
veys and more studies. In the 
meantime, many bold, highly 
dense, and 

unacceptable proposals have 
been flooding our community cur-

rently battling a pandemic and 
now with the dire climate change 
forecast, we, the residents are 
forced to digest one proposal after 
another.

Exactly what areas of 
Charlestown comprise Plan 
Charlestown?

From what I understand, 
Plan Charlestown does NOT 
include, Bunker Hill Housing 
Development, Sullivan Square, 
Schrafft’s Center, One Mystic, 
Related Beal, Rise Development 
on Roland Street, the Hood Plant, 
Rutherford Corridor, The Bunker 
Hill Parking lot, and the 99 
Restaurant. Where does the Navy 
Yard fit in this plan?

These developments comprise 
60 plus acres, thousands of units, 
and tall, dense buildings such as 
One mystic at 29 stories. The 
Charlestown Plan excludes all 
the above proposals and avail-
able building lots, I suggest 
Charlestown Plan has been a fraud 
perpetrated on the Charlestown 
Community. This fraud needs to 
stop.

For two years the BPDA has 
been sowing nonsense regarding 
their plan. The bottom line is 
that by ignoring 2700 residents 
in favor of a Master Plan their 
credibility is non-existent and the 
agency is broken. We’ve lost two 
years of orderly planning. Going 
forward we must have a morato-
rium on building, regroup, and a 
Master Plan, a real plan should 
be put in place. Anything less is a 
recipe for disorderly development.       

The people in Charlestown 
have spoken, orderly development, 
more open and green space, better 
infrastructure, less traffic gridlock, 
more affordable housing, clean air. 
In other words, the people are con-
cerned for a better quality of life. 

To the BPDA, please stop with 
your surveys, countless meetings 
regarding what the people want. 
You have weaved a fabric of dis-
trust and are reaping backlash 
from the community. We have 
lost two years of going forward, 
instead, we haven’t made any 
progress and won’t with Plan 
Charlestown. You have reaped 

what you have sowed. 
The seats at the table of the 

BPDA consists of developers and 
their proposals. It’s time the BPDA 
recognizes the community of 
20,000 residents stuffed into one 
square mile and pays attention 
to their cry for a better quality of 
life. It’s time for the community to 
have a seat at your table.

A new Mayor is forthcoming, 
please vote for the person that 
will not be satisfied with the sta-
tus quo. One with a vision that 
includes and recognizes all the 
people that make up the wonder-
ful City of Boston and deserve a 
better quality of life. Generations 
will be impacted by a careful and 
thoughtful process that we MUST 
not deviate from.   

Ann Kelleher

PLAN CHARLESTOWN 
MEETING WAS             
A DISGRACE

To the editor:
What has happened to social 

discourse?  What has happened 
to civility?  Sadly, on Thursday 
night’s Plan Charlestown meet-
ing I bore witness to the most 
disgraceful display of disrespect 
for the BPDA Team leading the 
discussion as well as the com-
munity members who wanted to 
participate in the process.  A small 
but vocal and persistent group of 
individuals hijacked the meeting 
to insert their own agenda into the 
process.  The express purpose of 
the meeting as publicized by the 
Plan Charlestown Team was “to 
discuss your vision and goals for 
the future of Charlestown. At this 
workshop, we will report back and 
build on the values, hopes, and 
concerns Charlestown members 
identified in prior engagements 
to finalize a community vision 
statement and land use goals.” 
From the outset of the meeting a 
half dozen ill-spirited individuals 
chose to use first the “Chat” func-
tion of Zoom and then the Q&A 
discussion to undermine the cred-
ibility and intentions of the BPDA 

team. It was clear their intent 
was to divert the explicit pur-
pose of the meeting to take con-
trol of the dialogue and demand 
answers regarding current projects 
either under review or with initial 
letters of intent.  The demands 
ranged from “exactly how many 
housing units have been proposed 
for Sullivan Square” to “what 
transportation studies have they 
reviewed.”   Good questions, not 
the right meeting or necessarily the 
right individuals to whom these 
questions should be addressed.  I 
am not sure anyone knows right 
now the answer to the former, and 
the latter will be answered in the 
next steps of the process. 

We are all concerned with the 
number of new projects proposed 
and the impact they will have 
on our community.  It is exactly 
for this reason we petitioned and 
pushed Mayor Walsh to commit 
to a more systematic approach 
to community development and 
support a comprehensive planning 
effort for Charlestown.  While 
we would like to stop all new 
development until the plan is com-
pleted, legally, it is not possible to 
prohibit private developers on pri-
vately owned property to continue 

to move forward on specific proj-
ects.  While the planning team can 
influence the Article 80 process for 
these proposed efforts, they do not 
own the process.  This is a planning 
group, not the project oversight 
group or the Zoning Board or the 
Boston Landmarks Commission.  
The plan will hopefully influence 
all these groups downstream, but 
what I heard last night was not a 
response to the vision, it was an 
attempt to undermine the process 
and to frankly discredit the team.  
It was vicious and unproductive. 
I was embarrassed for the rest of 
us who wanted to speak but knew 
we would be shut down as the 
person who tried was.  

Where do go from here?  If 
I were on the Planning Team, I 
would wonder if it was worth it?  I 
am hoping they have enough emo-
tional armor to weather the abuse 
and continue what is an extremely 
important plan for Charlestown.  
I for one, will continue to show 
up at meetings, and frankly be 
a stronger voice for civility and 
respect. Perhaps we can then have 
a real discussion. This is our best 
chance to affect development and 
ensure all our wants and needs 

(Letters Pg. 6)
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1-844-NSPEERS
Support for anyone affected by addiction.

Any time. Any place.

Peer into
recovery.

RECOVERY SUPPORT HOTLINE
844-677-3377Call or Text

North Suffolk Mental Health Association has added a free,

around-the-clock Recovery Support Hotline to its Addiction and

Recovery Services. The hotline is answered 24 hours a day, 7

days a week by experienced Recovery Coaches  who understand

the challenges faced by individuals with substance use disorder

who are doing everything they can to maintain their sobriety. 

The Recovery Support Hotline is a program of North Suffolk Mental Health Association, funded in part by a grant from

the national Substance Addiction and Mental Health Services Agency. 

For individuals seeking peer

support from Recovery

Coaches with lived

experience, information about

meetings, shelter, or any

community recovery support

service.

WHO'S CALLING
People in Recovery

Substance use disorder

affects more than the

individual with SUD. Family,

friends, loved ones and others

can call when they need

support or information.

Family, Friends & Loved Ones

Individuals struggling with

active use who want

information about treatment

options; a referral to

treatment or detox; or

information about meetings,

shelter or any community

recovery support service.

People Considering Treatment

Adults & Adolescents 

Translation Capability

Our experienced Recovery

Coaches and peers in long-

term recovery understand the

challenges that can come

with anyone facing addiction. 

These individuals are

equipped with the

knowledge, resources and

tools to help those who are

struggling to access the

supports necessary to begin

or maintain their own journey

to recovery. 

 

Coaches are also able to help

loved ones and family

members of individuals with

SUD navigate what they're

experiencing and provide

support.

WHO'S ANSWERING
NSMHA Recovery Coaches

CALL FOR
Emotional, Social, Practical Support

+
Referrals to treatment

Meeting locations
Shelter locations

Connections to coaches
Information about a variety

   of treatment options

Halloween In The Gardens was 
an event sponsored by Gardens 
For Charlestown. Children and 
their adults were able to explore 
their community garden space and 
have fun. Pony rides, arts and 
crafts, showing off their costumes, 
and other activities greeted visi-
tors.

Greg, Nico, and Alexa Costa take a Halloween stroll through the 
Gardens together.

Mackenzie and Declan Sullivan.

Olivia Gautreau figures she get 
two holidays taken care of with 
her Santa’s Helper ensamble.

Bobby, Alexandra, and Julian Das show their family love for the Disney 
classic Beauty And The Beast.

Denny, Danny, and Annalee Rose.

HALLOWEEN IN THE GARDENS

Warren Riley (right) wonders 
where the hot dog trees are at in 
the Gardens as his parents Blake 
and Dan know better.

Brady Hecht reaches into the jack 
o lanterns for plastic eyeballs.
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TO ADVeRTISe PLeASe cALL 781-485-0588

Henry Schulte and Liam Zavadoski are ready to do some interstellar 
exploring once their visit to the Gardens is done.

Alexandra Das is the “Belle” of the pony ball as she takes a ride on 
Banner.

Emery DeFeriere, Ashley Dorman, and Brielle DeFeriere enjoy a spook-
tacular day! 

A long line waits for pony rides provided by Hunters Haven Farm in 
Groveland MA.
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The Independent Newspaper Group reserves the right to edit letters for space and clarity. We regret 
that we cannot publish unsigned letters. Please include your street and telephone number with your 
submission. The Independent Newspaper Group publishes columns, viewpoints and letters to the 

editor as a forum for readers to express their opinions and to encourage debate. Please note that the 
opinions expressed are not necessarily those of The Independent Newspaper Group. Text or attach-

ments emailed to editor@reverejournal.com are preferred. 

By John Lynds 

After the Charlestown COVID 
positive test rate increased over 
50 percent two weeks ago it 
has decreased slightly last week 
according to the Boston Public 
Health Commission (BPHC). 

According to the weekly report 
released Monday by the BPHC, 
655 Charlestown residents were 
tested and 3.8 percent were found 
to be positive--this was a 2.6 per-
cent decrease from the 3.9 percent-
age that tested positive between 

October 11 and October 18. 
The citywide weekly positive 

test rate also decreased last week. 
According to the BPHC 23,877 
residents were tested and 2.3 per-
cent were COVID positive--this 
was a 11.5 percent decrease from 
the 2.6 percent reported by the 
BPHC on October 18. 

Twenty-five additional 
Charlestown residents tested pos-
itive for the virus since October 18 
and the number of positive cases 
increased to 1,727 overall since 
the start of the pandemic.

The statistics released by 
the BPHC as part of its week-
ly COVID19 report breaks down 
the number of cases and infection 
rates in each neighborhood. It also 
breaks down the number of cases 
by age, gender and race.

Citywide positive cases of coro-
navirus increased 0.9 percent since 
October 18 and went from 82,255 
cases to 82,996 confirmed cases in 
a week. There were six additional 
deaths in Boston from the virus 
in the past week and the total 
COVID deaths is now at 1,450. 

charlestown’s weekly cOVID 
positive test rate decreases are heard. Let us be the inclusive 

community we can all respectfully 
be part of.

ellen Kitzis

CHARLESTOWN 
CRANKS!

To the editor:
Cranks! We were called 

“Cranks”! At the BPDA’s recent 
Charlestown Plan Meeting, many 
who attended to comment were 
called “Cranks”.

Checking the “crank” defini-
tion and meaning in the Collins 
English Dictionary, we found 
that if you call someone a crank, 
“you think their ideas or behav-
ior are strange”.  However, the 
dictionary also defined the actual 
object “crank” as:

“A crank is a device that 
you turn in order to make some-
thing move.”, “A device for 
communicating motion…”, “If 
you crank an engine or machine, 
you make it move or func-
tion…” (Collins English 
Dictionary) and “Next to the 
wheel, the crank is the most 
important motion-transmitting 
device...” (Britannica)

It seems that both definitions 
can be true, as we would like to 
transmit motion and some peo-
ple, perhaps the BPDA, think our 
ideas are strange.

Yes, we are the “Charlestown 
Cranks” who want to transmit 
motion toward the best results 
for our community, not more of 
the same disrespect and ignorance 
of our communities worth.  

We are the “Charlestown 
Cranks” trying to move the stalled 
engine of the BPDA toward solu-
tions to the problems of our com-
munity:

Yes, we are the “Charlestown 
Cranks” who want to transmit 
motion toward the best results 
for our community, with respect 
and consideration for our historic 
and vibrant community’s worth. 
We seek to preserve what makes 
it special and unique but address 
its weaknesses and vulnerabilities 
that are exposed by our geogra-
phy.

We are the “Charlestown 
Cranks” trying to move the BPDA 
toward solutions to the problems 
of our community:

• The worst Traffic and 
Congestion in America!

(U.S. News and World Report 
10/13/2020)

• Low Tree Canopy and High 
Asthma Rates

• FEMA rating of Boston/
Charlestown as “Retro-Grade” 
urban climate resilience

• Inadequate and poorly placed 
Public Open-Space, 

Low National rank for green 
space per resident (Geotab)

• Disrespect for our natural 
treasure, our Boston Harbor, and  
our Chapter 91 public waterfront 
rights

• Incremental “Spot re-Zon-
ing” of lucrative development 
sites in lieu of masterplan

• Planning justified using 
decades old, obsolete and expired 
Municipal Harbor Plan 

• Lack of frequent and reliable 
public transportation essential  to 
working lifestyles.

• The largest public housing 
redevelopment in Boston, which 
does not address social, psy-
chological, environmental and 
well-being issues of residents

• Intention to segregate afford-
able housing in towers next to the 
fumes of the Tobin Bridge

• High particular matter in the 
air from particle traffic and bottle-
necked access

• Lack of City-wide 
Comprehensive Professional 
Planning based on Cost-Benefit 
Analysis.

• Preserving Charlestown’s 
History in the Founding of our 
Nation

The list goes on….
Yes, we are the “Charlestown 

Cranks” trying to improve our 
community, work together, and 
get motion toward true water-
front access and social justice for 
All. We hope more “Cranks” will 
join in. 

PIeR 5 Association
Sherrie S. cutler, AIA, sscutler@

ecODeSIGN.com
Nitzan Sneh

christopher Nicodemus
Rosemary Macero 

Diane Valle
Anne Kelleher

Zachary cutler
barbara babin
Gerald Angoff

…and other charlestown 
cranks!

Letters  (from pg. 3)

population changes identified by 
the 2020 U.S. Census. Legislators 
are required to redraw the districts 
every 10 years based on the Census 
results to ensure a roughly equal 
number of people reside in each 
district. With Massachusetts’ pop-
ulation increasing to 7,029,917, 
the size of each Representative’s 
district has grown to 43,937 com-
pared to 40,923 in 2011, the last 
year the maps were redrawn.

New district boundaries for 
the House of Representatives are 

being set now in advance of a 
November 8 deadline because 
House candidates must reside in 
their district for one year prior to 
their election. New district maps 
for the Massachusetts Senate, 
Governor’s Council, and Congress 
will be finalized in the coming 
weeks, as candidates for these 
offices are not subject to the same 
one-year residency requirement.

Members of the Joint Special 
Committee on Redistricting held 
20 hearings and created a website 

to solicit input from the public 
on the new House district maps. 
The committee took those com-
ments into consideration when fil-
ing its final recommendations on 
October 19, noting that it worked 
to ensure that the new districts 
“comply with all constitutional 
and legal requirements,” including 
prior federal decisions and rul-
ings issued by the Massachusetts 
Supreme Judicial Court.

Changes  (from pg. 1)

voice is heard. 
Aside from the Charlestown 

Branch Library and City Hall drop 
boxes, registered Charlestown 
voters can vote at any early voting 
location throughout Boston. A list 
of all early voting locations can be 
found at https://www.boston.gov/
news/early-voting-locations-bos-
ton-2021-municipal-election#-
map--626701. 

On the ballot voters will choose 
between Michelle Wu or Annissa 
Essaibi George for Mayor of 
Boston. 

Voters will also narrow down 
the At-Large field from eight to 
four on Nov. 2. Voters can choose 
up to four candidates and David 
Halbert, Bridget M Nee-Walsh, 
Julia Mejia, Carla Monteiro, 

Ruthzee Louijeune, Althea 
Garrison, Michael Flaherty and 
Erin J. Murphy will all be on the 
ballot. 

There will also be three ballot 
questions during the November 2 
Municipal Election. 

The first question will ask 
whether or not to reverse the 
decision in the 1990s to go 
from an elected Boston School 
Committee to an appointed 
School Committee. Boston is the 
only city in the Commonwealth 
that does not have an elected 
school committee. 

There’s also a ballot question 
introduced by city councilors 
on the Boston Budget Process 
Amendment that has been sent to 
the State House. It would allow 

the city council to engage back 
and forth with the mayor to check 
the mayor’s power on the city’s 
$3.7 billion budget. It will give the 
council, just like every other legis-
lative body, the ability to amend 
and to override the mayor’s veto. 

There’s also a non-binding bal-
lot question regarding the pro-
posed Eversource Substation in 
East Boston 

The question to voters will read, 
“Should a high voltage, electric 
substation be built at 400 Condor 
Street in East Boston, along the 
Chelsea Creek, near homes, parks, 
playgrounds, jet fuel storage, and 
in a flood risk area rather than in a 
nearby alternative safe and secure 
location such as non-residential 
Massport land at Logan Airport?”

Voting  (from pg. 1)
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form of Charlestown that made it 
the way it is through its history of 
urban renewal. We also wanted to 
understand what currently exists 
today in terms of open space and 
climate resiliency.”

During the planning process 
thus far, Sherman said the BPDA 
has asked a series of questions 
of residents, including the biggest 
hopes and concerns for the com-
munity over the next 10-20 years 
and what types of investments they 
would like to see in Charlestown 
in the coming decades.

“This is what we heard back 
from you, we heard that your 
hopes were that you wanted 
improved mobility … you hoped 
to see a more diverse and equita-
ble community, and an affordable 
one that allowed more residents 
to stay,” said Sherman. “You also 
hoped that there would be more 
open space that there would be 
more open space in the area, and 
that that open space would help 
deal with flood resiliency, and you 
hoped that Charlestown kept its 
current character.”

Concerns raised during the pro-
cess included worsening traffic, 
the lack of affordable housing for 
residents, and flooding.

BPDA planner Anna Callahan 
discussed how that information 
the PLAN: Charlestown staff has 
gathered so far is being used to 
draft a vision statement and goals 
for the planning process.

“Using all the feedback we’ve 
heard … we compiled a draft 
vision statement and I pulled some 
key words and phrases we heard 
from comments,” said Callahan. 
“We are united, a place where 
people who grew up here can 
afford to stay, human-scaled, 
vibrant, affordable, and we used 
all the feedback we heard to come 
up with this draft vision state-
ment.”

As presented during the meet-
ing, the draft vision statement 

reads, “In 2040, Charlestown 
is a thriving, diverse, accessible, 
and resilient neighborhood that 
unites an enhanced historic resi-
dential fabric with new affordable 
homes, jobs, and public parks 
along Rutherford Avenue and in 
Sullivan Square.”

The draft goals presented by 
the BPDA revolved around mobil-
ity, homes, climate and environ-
ment, and jobs.

During a poll asking for initial 
feedback about the vision state-
ment and goals, the top concerns 
included a lack of specifics about 
lowering traffic and creating clear 
sight lines to the water and Bunker 
Hill, that the vision statement was 
not actionable and could lead to 
approvals of unwanted plans and 
development, and that it could 
increase the housing density rate 
in Charlestown.

During the public input portion 
of the meeting, several residents 
continue to raise concerns about 
how the planning process would 
effectively address overdevelop-
ment in Charlestown.

Charlestown resident and for-

mer Boston public works director 
Joanne Massaro asked if the plan-
ning process takes into account 
all the potential development that 
is currently being considered for 
Charlestown, as well as the impact 
development in adjacent commu-
nities will have on the community.

“I know we are talking about 
vision statements and goals, but 
I’m not understanding completely 
what this document will be,” said 
Massaro.

Charlestown attorney 
Rosemary Macero wanted to 
know about the number of res-
idential units the BPDA used to 
calculate a 2019 regional traffic 
study, as well as the number of 
units that have been approved in 
Charlestown since 2019.

“By my count of the projects 
that are on the drawing board, 
for the Sullivan Square area, not 
mentioning the Bunker Hill hous-
ing project redevelopment, we’re 
talking over 1,200 units directly 
in Sullivan Square,” she said. “I 
want to know what is going to 
happen to get that traffic through 
the bottleneck, because the over-

Friends of the Charlestown Elderly

SSppooookkttaaccuullaarr  $$1100,,000000  
HHaalllloowweeeenn  RRaaffffllee  DDrraawwiinngg

 Drawing will be held on October 31, 2021 at 3p.m. at 
 Monument Tavern - 251 Main Street
 Only 200 tickets will be sold - $100 per ticket
 Proceeds to support Charlestown Elderly Resident Activities

  PPlleeaassee  ccaallll  MMaarryy  ffoorr  yyoouurr  ttiicckkeett  ((661177))777777--00669999

ONLY A 
FEW

TICKETS
LEFT!

PPlleeaassee  JJooiinn  UUss  oonn  SSuunnddaayy,,  OOccttoobbeerr  3311sstt
At the Bunker Hill Monument steps at 5:00PM

To celebrate our
36th Annual Monument Square

Halloween Parade and Trick or Treating.
Social Distance, Masks, Great Music, Displays, and 

Generous neighbors treats. 

Fun for All.

pass, which was taken down some 
years ago, has never been recon-
structed and there is a huge traffic 
bottleneck.”

Macero also upbraided the 
BPDA for not taking the histor-
ic nature of Charlestown into 
account in the development of 
the plan.

“I think it is disgraceful that 
(the BPDA) has no understanding 
of what is historic in Charlestown, 
and we’re having a community 
meeting about doing a plan for 
our community, and there has 
been no effort by your staff, by 
the people who are on this call, 
to understand where this historic 
(district) is,” said Macero. “That 
is our heritage.”

Meghan Richard of the BPDA 
said she understands that there are 
existing national register districts 

in Charlestown.
“Much of the original penin-

sula that is identified on the map 
that came out of one of the earlier 
workshops is certainly historic, 
and none of us have argued that 
the neighborhood is not historic,” 
said Richard.

However, she added, it is the 
Boston Landmarks Commission 
that handles the nomination 
process for officially designat-
ing something either as a local 
landmark or creating additional 
national register districts.

As the PLAN: Charlestown 
process moves forward, Callahan 
said there will be a deeper dive 
into priorities as consultants are 
brought onboard to look at issues 
such as infrastructure, land use 
scenarios, and preservation tools.

PLan  (from pg. 1)
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  VOTE for Erin Murphy 

Mother, Teacher, Community Advocate, Problem Solver

Erin is proud to have more than 45 endorsements

including: •Boston Firefighters •Boston Police •Mass

Nurses Association  •IBEW Local 103 •Laborers Local 223

•Senator Nick Collins •State Representative Dan Ryan &

Aaron Michlewitz •Congressman Stephen F. Lynch

•Laborers Union Local 223 •Teamsters Local 25

Bringing Boston Back. Together.    
 ErinforBoston.com

   Boston City Council At-Large

GRACE BLOODWELL, Broker
15+ Years Experience, Local Resident

Seller, Buyer & Landlord Representation

Please call with your real estate questions.

617-512-4939
grace.bloodwell@nemoves.com

Coldwell Banker | 2 Thompson Sq | Charlestown MA

Oct 2020 vs Oct 2021Oct 2020 vs Oct 2021

Reach 
out to learn 
more about 

no-fee 
landlord 

representation.

Rentals: 105   vs. 43

Average Rental Price:
 $2500  vs. $3150

02129 Market Data 

A Halloween party was held for the senior community at the Knights 
Of Columbus Hall.  Put together by the David Whelen Scholarship Fund 
(held a week after what would have been his 60th birthday), the Golden 
Age Center, and Boston Police the Hall was filled with music, dancing, 
and Haloween fun all could enjoy.

SENIOR HALLOWEEN PARTY AT THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS HALL 

Director of the Golden Age Senior Center Meaghan Murray, Boston City 
Councilor and Moyoral Candidate Annissa Essaibi George, and organiz-
er of all things Charlestown Kim Mahoney.

Organizers and guests gather for a group picture.

Lynn Addison on the dance floor.

The Senior Halloween party was organized by Cadet Destiny Santiago, 
David Whelan Scholarship Fund Director Kim Mahoney, Golden Age 
Center Director Megan Murray, Chrissy Vraibel, and Officer Lauren 
Woods.

Halloween MC MC Alan Labella 
and Pat Harty.

Annette Kavanaugh went for the 
bumble bee costume this year.

Boston Police Officer Lauren 
Woods with Rita Forrester.Paid political advertisement
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(857) 220-7542 • MICHELLEFORBOSTON.COM
 @wutrain     /michelleforboston      @wutrain

Vote for Michelle
on or before Nov. 2! 

PAID FOR BY THE W
U COMMITTEEYOUR VOICE FOR CHARLESTOWN!

ENDORSED BY
Assistant Majority Leader 
State Senator
Sal DiDomenico

211021_PatriotLedger.indd   1211021_PatriotLedger.indd   1 10/26/21   11:41 AM10/26/21   11:41 AM

St. John’s Virtual Harvest Fair, 2021 

Turkey Pies, Apple Pies,
Bake Sale, Crafts!

Order online!

 www.StJohns02129.org

Starting Nov. 7

Pick up on
Wednesdays:

Nov 17, 24 &
Dec 1; 4–6 pm

St. John’s Episcopal Church
27 Devens Street • Charlestown, MA 02129

SENIOR HALLOWEEN PARTY AT THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS HALL 

Christine Wolff was ready to 
party.

The party took a brief pause for the revelers to sing God Bless America.

Erin Woods, Annissa Essaibi George,  Elaine Donovan, Kim Mahoney, 
Diane Mahoney, and Ann Griffin.

Peggy Sullivan and Grace 
Campbell (mom to Kim Mahoney 
one of the event organizers.)

MC Alan Labella makes his rounds to pay friendly visits to the audience.

Meaghan Murray, Christine Vraibel, Cadet Destiny Santiago, Bernadette 
Merrulo, Linda Jose all in walking group Walk The Beat Wednesdays 
(at Charlestown Boston Police Station A15 20 Vine Street)
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Halloween Checklist: Candy, 
Costume, Designated Driver

Mothers Against Drunk Driving 
(MADD) is urging everyone to 
make a plan for a designated driv-
er before Halloween weekend 
begins. MADD is concerned any-
time a holiday falls on a weekend 
when the risk of drunk driving 
deaths and injuries is higher.

“If you plan to consume alco-

hol or any other drugs, the safest 
choice you can make is to decide 
who your non-drinking, unim-
paired driver will be at the same 
time you’re planning for your 
costume or party,” said MADD 
New England Region Executive 
Director, Bob Garguilo. “The key 
is to plan your ride before there 
is even an opportunity to find 
yourself in a dangerous situation, 

putting your life and the lives of 
others at risk.”  

Drunk driving is the leading 
cause of death and injuries on 
our nation’s roads, killing more 
than 10,000 people every year and 
injuring 300,000 more. Drivers 
are increasingly testing positive 
for other impairing substances and 
multiple substances. According to 
NHTSA, between 2009 and 2018 

the presence of marijuana near-
ly doubled in drivers who were 
killed in crashes and were tested 
for marijuana. Of fatally injured 
drivers who were tested for the 
presence of drugs in 2018, 46% 
tested positive.

It is a crime to drive under the 
influence of alcohol and other 
drugs – legal and illegal - in every 
state, and drunk or drug-impaired 

driving poses a threat to the driver, 
passengers and everyone else on 
the road. Marijuana, for example, 
has been shown to slow reaction 
times, impair cognitive perfor-
mance and make it more diffi-
cult for drivers to keep a steady 
position in their lane. Combining 
marijuana with alcohol is even 
more dangerous.

“Early estimates for 2020 and 
2021 are showing an increase 
in deaths and injuries caused 
by impaired driving and other 
dangerous driving behaviors like 
speeding and not using seatbelts. 
All of these tragedies are 100% 
preventable. We are asking every-
one to do their part,” Otte said.

Tips for a safe Halloween:
 • Plan ahead and designate a 

non-drinking, unimpaired driver, 
use rideshare or public transporta-
tion.

 • Always wear your seatbelt 
and make sure your passengers are 
wearing theirs.

 • Never get into a car with an 
impaired driver or put yourself in 
a situation where you don’t feel 
safe.

 • If you see an impaired driver 
on the road, contact law enforce-
ment immediately.

 • If you witness someone who 
is about to drive impaired, attempt 
to stop them but be as a non-con-
frontational as possible. Enlist the 
help of others, if possible. Call law 
enforcement if attempts to stop 
them from driving fail.

J o y o u s  e a r ly  le a r n in g  f o r  

c h i ld r e n  a g e s  2  t o  5  

Spruce Street 
Nursery School 

5  Avery  Place 
Boston, MA  02111 

617-482-5252
www.sprucestreet.org 

Please join us for our 
 Admissions Open House 

Saturday, November 6th 
9:30 – 11:30 

Meet the director, teachers, current 
parents, and  tour the school! 

Register to attend on our website

The application deadline for the 2022-2023 
school year is January 14, 2022 

Open Houses
November 1 at 6:00 PM (In Person) 

December 9 at 9:00 AM (Virtual)

“Talk to Us Tuesdays” (Virtual) 
October - December at 10:30 AM

Register at www.parkstreetschool.org

TODDLER – GRADE 6  |  617-523-7577  |  PARKSTREETSCHOOL.ORG    

PRESCHOOL: ONE PARK STREET  | ELEMENTARY: 67 BRIMMER STREET

inspire. discover. become.
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BHNS Open House AD Nov 2_2020 4x5_V2-PR.pdf   1   10/26/2020   11:50:29 AM

Boston is the  ONLY  mmuunniicciippaalliittyy in  
Massachusetts that cannot elect its  
own school committee

Elected by voters
Appointed by mayor

VOTE YES ON #3!

Paid for by Bostonians for an Elected School Committee, Lisa Green, Chair. Top contributors: American Federation 
of Teachers Massachusetts, Boston Teachers Union, Boston Education Justice Alliance, Lisa Green and Citizens  
for Public Schools. For more information regarding contributors, contact Boston Elections Dept, 617-635-8683.

5.14wide5tall.indd   25.14wide5tall.indd   2 10/25/2021   3:33:42 PM10/25/2021   3:33:42 PM

Halloween checklist should include candy, costume, designated driver
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JOHN J. RECCA 
PAINTING

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com
781-241-2454

Chimneys • Fireplaces 
Cellar Floors • Restoration
French Drains • Repointing

Free Estimates, Lic. & Ins.

Local References

Phil - 617-230-3490

Ryan 
Masonry

Licensed & insured 
Complete electrical services 
www.johnpmchughelectric.com
Jmchugh447@gmail.com 
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USS Constitution dropped 
all three topsails while under-
way for the 2021 Chief of Naval 
Operations’ Chief Petty Officer 
Heritage Training Weeks, October 
22.

With the help of 120 newly 
selected chief petty officers, USS 
Constitution’s crew successfully 
dropped all three topsails for the 
first time since 2012.

“After 31 years of service, this 
is one of the highlights of my 
career,” said Force Master Chief 
Gregory Vidaurri, a senior mentor 

for the newly selected chief petty 
officers. “It’s a phenomenal ship, 
a phenomenal crew, and it’s been 
an amazing week of chief petty 
officer heritage.” 

For 23 years, Sailors selected for 
advancement to chief petty officer 
have come to USS Constitution 
to spend a week living aboard 
Old Ironsides, immersed in naval 
heritage.

“It has been an awesome expe-
rience,” said Joshua Yohn, a newly 
advanced chief petty officer and 
participant in Chief Petty Officer 

Heritage Weeks. “Learning the 
history and talking with  top-lev-
el master chiefs like force mas-
ter chiefs and the master chief 
petty officer of the Navy has been 
amazing.”

During the underway, USS 
Constitution fired a 21-gun salute 
by Castle Island. 

 USS Constitution fired an addi-
tional 17-gun salute as she passed 
U.S. Coast Guard Base Boston, 
the former site of Edmund Hartt’s 
Shipyard, where USS Constitution 
was built and launched on Oct. 

21, 1797. 
USS Constitution is the world’s 

oldest commissioned warship 
afloat, and played a crucial role in 
the Barbary Wars and the War of 
1812, actively defending sea lanes 
from 1797 to 1855.

The active-duty Sailors sta-
tioned aboard USS Constitution 
provide free tours and offer pub-
lic visitation as they support the 
ship’s mission of promoting the 
Navy’s history and maritime heri-
tage and raising awareness of the 
importance of a sustained naval 

presence.
USS Constitution was unde-

feated in battle and destroyed or 
captured 33 opponents.

 The ship earned the nickname 
of Old Ironsides during the war 
of 1812 when British cannonballs 
were seen bouncing off the ship’s 
wooden hull.

USS Constitution is open to free 
public visitation Tuesday through 
Sunday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

The USS Constitution Museum 
is open to the public every day 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

USS constitution drops sails underway for first time in 9 years for cPO Heritage weeks

CNC TO HOLD 
ELECTION FOR SEVEN 
PRECINCT SEATS

The Charlestown Neighbor-
hood Council is conducting the 
election for its seven precinct seats 
on Saturday, Nov.20, at the Hayes 
Square Police Station, 20 Vine St.   

Nomination papers are currently 
available at the Charlestown Public 
Library, electronically from the 
CNC website or from election chair, 

Barbarababin@comcast.net.
Candidates for these seats must 

be a resident of the precinct, must 
be 18 years or older and secure a 
minimum of 25 signatures from 
Charlestown residents who live 
in their precinct and are 18 years 
or older.  Completed nomination 
papers must be mailed and post-
marked no later than Friday, Nov. 5.

Mail to: Charlestown 
Neighborhood Council

P.O. Box 397

News Briefs

Motor Vehicle Accident – 
Leaving Scene -Property Damage

10/11/21 -  Police responded to 
the rotary at Main and Medford 
streets for a one-car accident. 

Upon arrival, the officer 
observed a blue Honda Accord 
with heavy front-end damage, 
missing its front passenger tire, 
and with all the airbags deployed, 
on the island at the rotary.

This vehicle, which was unoc-
cupied at this time, had knocked 
over a street-light fixture and then 
drove through a fence, coming to a 
stop after knocking down a cable 
call box. As of press time, this 
vehicle had not yet been reported 
stolen.

The officer was informed an 
unknown male wearing a white 
T-shirt and blue jeans and bleed-
ing from the head was on the 
other side of the rotary. Police 
attempted to make contact with 
the unknown male, but he ran 
from them. 

City Side Tow Company towed 
the vehicle, and the incident will 
be further investigated by the A-1 
Auto investigator

Drug-Possession/Sale
10/14/2021 - Members of Drug 

Control Units were conducting 
surveillance of a black Ford Focus, 
operated by an unknown male, 

driving very sporadically in and 
around the Charlestown neigh-
borhood. 

A query check of the license 
plate revealed the motor vehicle 
had attached plates. 

The driver was observed to exit 
the motor vehicle and was con-
ducting a telephone call. Officers 
then observed another male 
walking up Old Ironsides Way 
in the direction of the suspect. 
The officer observed both indi-
viduals talking on their phones 
before they acknowledged each 
other. The two men then huddled 
close together before quickly sep-
arating. 

During the officers’ investiga-
tion, the second suspect turned 
over loose rock crack cocaine. 
Officers also placed the first sus-
pect under arrest. 

During the booking procedure, 
the first suspect was found to have 
a paper fold of fentanyl on his per-
son and charged with: distribution 
of a Class B substance, possession 
of a Class A substance, operating 
with a suspended license, operat-
ing an unregistered motor vehi-
cle, operating an uninsured motor 
vehicle, and operating a vehicle 
with attached plates. 

The second suspect was charged 
with possession of a Class B sub-
stance.

C H A R L E S T O W N 

B E A T

Charlestown, MA 02129    
The name of all certified can-

didates will. Be published in the 
Charlestown Patriot Bridge prior 
to the election

MONUMENT SQUARE 
HALLOWEEN PARADE 
AND TRICK OR 
TREAT RETURNS                 
FOR 36TH YEAR

The 36th Annual Halloween at 
Monument Square is coming on 
Sunday, Oct. 31, at 5 p.m. to the 
Bunker Hill Monument.  

The Charlestown Halloween 
tradition alive by gathering at the 
Monument Steps by Monument 
Avenue, thanks to the National 
Park Service. A short program 
follows, with entertainment by 
Urbanity Dance, as well as the 
beloved Trick or Treat poem by the 
Monument Square Wizard. The 
Tony Barry Marching Band will 
lead the Parade around the Bunker 
Hill Monument.

Additionally, fun displays 
around the Monument are in the 
works, plus Baby Sharks, The 
Bubble Guy and ALLO Playspace 
on the Bunker Hill ground to 
accommodate little ones.  Dance 
with a disc jockey at Monument 
Street. Paul Revere, Mother Goose 
and many more characters will 

also be on hand, and Monument 
area neighbors will provide treats. 

The Charlestown Mothers 
Association sponsors the festive 
decorations and glow-in-the-dark 
necklaces to keep children safe.  
Many other generous donors make 
this event possible. Participation 
and donations to make this the 
best Halloween yet, and for safety 
purposes, social distance and wear 
masks.  

A Harvest on Vine table will 
also be set for residents and friends 
to bring canned food, cereal, other 
items, and financial donations for 
their neighbors experiencing food 
insecurity. Last year, the effort 
raised approximately $20,000 for 
our neighbors. 

TWO CHARLESTON 
NONPROFITS 
SET TO RECEIVE 
$420,00 FROM CITY 
IN COMMUNITY 
PRESERVATION 
GRANTS

The city’s Community 
Preservation Committee made its 
recommendation for the distribu-
tion of its fiscal ’20 funding, which 
includes grants totaling $420,000 
to two Charlestown nonprofits, 
during a virtual meeting Tuesday.

 The Kennedy Family Services 

Center is set to receive a $400,000 
Historic Preservation grant while 
the USS Constitution Museum in 
the Navy Yard is earmarked for 
a $40,000 Historic Preservation 
Grant for its sprinkler relocation 
project, said Chris Cook, the city’s 
chief of environment, energy and 
open spaces.

 The projected completion dates 
for the Kennedy Center and the 
Constitution Museum projects 
are 2022 and the winter of 2021, 
respectively, Cook said.

 In all, the CPC’s recommend-
ed Community Preservation 
Funds for fiscal ’20 amount to 
$24,309,000, and include nine 
Affordable Housing applications 
totaling $15,750,000; 16 Historic 
Preservation applications totaling 
$3,440,000; and 15 Recreational 
Space and Open Space applications 
totaling $5,119,000.

 Mayor Martin Walsh still must 
sign off on the recommended allo-
cation of funding.

 Boston voters approved the 
Community Preservation Act by 
voting “yes” on Ballot Question 
5 in November of 2016, and 
the city subsequently created the 
Community Preservation Fund, 
which is funded in part by a 1-per-
cent property tax-based surcharge 
on residential and business proper-
ty tax bills and took effect in July of 
2017. 
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tO ADVErtISE PLEASE cALL 
781-485-0588

New DDIIRREECCTTOORRYY  ooff  bbuussiinneesssseess

What do you need today? Many merchants and 
service providers are adapting to the current 

crisis with new shopping options. Check here for 
ways to safely shop from your own home.

PPLLAACCEE  YYOOUURR  AADD  IINN  TTHHEE  DDIIRREECCTTOORRYY  TTOODDAAYY!!
GGRREEAATT  iinnttrroodduuccttoorryy  ssppeecciiaallss!!

DDeebb  DDiiGGrreeggoorriioo  --  ddeebb@@tthheebboossttoonnssuunn..ccoomm
SSiioouuxx  GGeerrooww  cchhaarrlleessttoowwnnaaddss@@hhoottmmaaiill..ccoomm

New DDIIRREECCTTOORRYY  ooff  bbuussiinneesssseess

What do you need today? Many merchants and 
service providers are adapting to the current 

crisis with new shopping options. Check here for 
ways to safely shop from your own home.

PPLLAACCEE  YYOOUURR  AADD  IINN  TTHHEE  DDIIRREECCTTOORRYY  TTOODDAAYY!!
GGRREEAATT  iinnttrroodduuccttoorryy  ssppeecciiaallss!!

DDeebb  DDiiGGrreeggoorriioo  --  ddeebb@@tthheebboossttoonnssuunn..ccoomm
SSiioouuxx  GGeerrooww  cchhaarrlleessttoowwnnaaddss@@hhoottmmaaiill..ccoomm

$165/month or save 10% and prepay $1780/year.
12 month lease, get your spot now! 

For more information email Joanie Walls: 
jwalls@diversifiedauto.com

or call directly at (617) 936-2119

HHaarrvveesstt  OOnn  VViinnee         

Emergency Food Pantry - October 2021

OOccttoobbeerr  
SScchheedduullee

DDiissttrriibbuuttiioonnss::
Saturday, 10/9  8a.m.
Tuesday, 10/26 2p.m.

SSeett  UUppss::
Friday, 10/8 at 11a.m.
Monday 10/25 at 3p.m.

Harvest on Vine is located behind the rectory at  49 Vine St.

ssttmmaarryyssttccaatthheerriinnee..oorrgg

  FFoorr  aaddddiittiioonnaall  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ccoonnttaacctt
TToomm  MMaaccDDoonnaalldd  661177--999900--77331144

20 city square . charlestown www.citysquarecycle.com

NOW OPEN
come visit us
FIRST CLASS FREE

Myrtle Street (blocked at 
Revere Street, Grove Street, and 
Irving Street)

In the Back Bay, the city  will 
close Marlborough Street between 
Berkeley and Fairfield streets to 
traffic Sunday, Oct. 31, from 4:30 
to 8 p.m. for the return of the 
Neighborhood of the Back Bay’s 
Halloween Celebration.

Those who live in the area are 
encouraged to decorate their house 
or yard, or get involved in any 
other way they choose, and they 
should also plan to have goodies 
on hand to distribute to the young 
trick-or-treaters who will be arriv-
ing at their doors.

But the traditional party at 
the Clarendon Street Playground 
won’t be held this year due to con-
cerns about social distancing amid 
the ongoing pandemic.

In Copley Square, the City of 
Boston’s fourth annual Día de 
Muertos (Day of the Dead) cele-
bration takes place, with the altar 
open for visitors between Sunday, 
Oct. 31, from 10 a.m. to sunset, 
and Monday, Nov. 1, from 10 a.m. 
to sunset.

In the Fenway, the Fenway 
CDC is holding a Halloween cel-
ebration on Friday, Oct. 29, from 
6 to 8 p.m., at 72 Burbank St., 
where goodie bags will be distrib-
uted to guests.

In the South End, the first annu-
al  South End Dog Costume Hal-
loween Party is set for Saturday, 
Oct. 30, from 10 a.m. to noon at 
the Joe Wex Dog Recreation Space 
on Washington Street at Peters 
Park.

The event will feature a JB Dog-
gie Delights ice cream truck selling 
delicious homemade and dog-safe 
ice cream treats;

prizes for best dog costume 
and  best dog owner costume; and 
Halloween cuteness and dog treats 
galore.

In Charlestown, the 36th 
Annual Halloween at Monument 
Square is coming on Sunday, Oct. 
31, at 5 p.m. to the Bunker Hill 
Monument.  

A gathering at the Monument 
steps will be followed by a brief 
program, with entertainment by 
Urbanity Dance, as well as the 
beloved Trick or Treat poem by 

the Monument Square Wizard. 
The Tony Barry Marching Band 
will lead the Parade around the 
Bunker Hill Monument.

Additionally, fun displays 
around the Monument are 
planned, plus Baby Sharks, The 
Bubble Guy and ALLO Plays-
pace on the Bunker Hill ground 
to accommodate little ones. Dance 
with a disc jockey at Monument 
Street. Paul Revere, Mother Goose 
and many more characters will 
also be on hand, and Monument 
area neighbors will provide treats. 

The Charlestown Mothers 
Association sponsors the festive 
decorations and glow-in-the-dark 
necklaces to keep children safe.  
Many other generous donors 
make this event possible. Partic-
ipation and donations to make 
this the best Halloween yet, and 
for safety purposes, social distance 
and wear masks.  

A Harvest on Vine table will 
also be set for residents and friends 
to bring canned food, cereal, other 
items, and financial donations for 
their neighbors experiencing food 
insecurity.

Halloween  (from pg. 1)

A short story about a
motorcycle. 

And a sudden turn. 

When she was a young college student,
Elisabeth Marra had a serious motorcycle
accident that ultimately changed her life.
Two years after the crash, her painful open
fractures had failed to heal. Then she heard
about a new and complex surgery pioneered
by a surgeon who used a patient’s own stem
cells to concentrate the healing process. This
time, her surgery and subsequent therapy
were successful. 

Elisabeth’s experience caused her to re-
direct her own career aspirations. Inspired by
the medical professionals who helped her
reclaim her active lifestyle, she changed her
major to study physical therapy—a
profession where her own experience could
help other patients prevail through difficult
recoveries.

We tell Elisabeth Marra’s story here to
illustrate two of the most profound messages
we know. Don’t give up, and remember to
give back. If reading it inspires just one more
person to achieve something special, then its
telling here has been well worth while. 

aaos.org/75years

Celebrating 
Human Healing

orthoinfo.org
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Halloween events, programs at 
the Anchor listed:

Pumpkin Patch - over six 
TONS of pumpkins and over 20 
different types of pumpkins and 
gourds comprise the largest urban 
pumpkin patch to ever hit Boston. 
Each pumpkin is handpicked and 
meticulously placed in the highly 
curated display. Breaking our own 
2020 record, the 2021 patch is 
on display for the entire month 
of October and is the centerpiece 
to dozens of programs, family 
and youth activities and fall and 
Halloween themed events and 

activities.
Apple Orchard - another 

Anchor inspired creation - com-
pletely created orchard complete 
with flowering apple trees, farm-
fresh apples, mums, hay and addi-
tional decor that is the ideal eve-
ning setting for a drink or daytime 
setting for our community and 
youth-centric programming. No 
reason to travel outside the city for 
pumpkins and apples: The Anchor 
brings the countryside to the city 
for you.

Haunted House (Mezzanine) 
- The Anchor is prepped for 

Nightmare in the Navy Yard: 
the full-on haunted house theme 
will feature clown town, zombies, 
demon babies and other surpris-
es. Over 100 props comprise this 
haunted experience. Our clown, 
zombie and other friends range 
from many in-house fabricat-
ed props and designs to former 
motion picture ghouls and more.

Grave’lYard - This family 
friendly theme combines the best 
of Halloween and the Naval Yard 
into the whimsically created space 
that features fun and friendly skel-
etons, lights and props.

Spooky Swamp - Merging The 
Anchor’s renown pumpkin dis-
play with some spooky surprises, 
the two-story water feature in the 
center of The Anchor becomes the 
perfect backdrop for photos and 
all things Halloween and fall!

State Fair - The newest addi-
tion to The Anchor’s Halloween 
scenes features a country-fair prize 
worthy 600lb showcase pumpkin, 
flanked by specialty pumpkins, 
flowers and beautiful fall thematic 

elements. This not-to-be missed 
pumpkin arrived Columbus Day 
weekend and will remain through 
the season. 

Plus, there are nearly 100 corn-
stalks, thousands of gourds, doz-
ens of mum bundles, hay bales, 
scarecrows, spooky and friendly 
ghosts, goblins and more in addi-
tion to animatronics, holograms 
and in-house designed Halloween 
projections throughout the entire 
venue.

V i s i t  w w w . c h a r l e s t o w n b r i d g e . c o m

Jillian Reig and Stephen Losordo 
Reig + Losordo 
rlgroup@compass.com 
617.320.5427 

Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but 
is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to the accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not 
intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.

compass.com

“I almost wish I didn’t hire Jillian and 
Steve to sell my place in Charlestown. 
They did such an amazing job and 
now I am living in the burbs. I’d never 
recommend leaving Charlestown, but 
if you must, I’d definitely recommend 
having these two sell your place.”

— Adam Hawk, Co-Owner Monument 
Restaurant & Tavern

CCHHAARRLLEESSTTOOWWNN  GGYYMM  HHOOCCKKEEYY
Standings for the week of 10/16/2021
                            W   L   T
Bryan’s Pals       6   0    0
Halligan Club 2   3    2
Duce 2          2   3    2
A-1 Convenience     2    4   1

 Players of the week for 10/23/2021
A-1 Convenience - Rose Savage, Perry Roeder
Bryan’s Pals - Henry Van Dyke, Hayes Currie
Duce 2 - Griffin Bedell, Owen Burke
Halligan Club, - Billy Nugent, Vivian Campbell
                            Great News!
The YMCA is going to help us keep the season going past 
October 30th! Starting on Saturday November 6th the 
games will be played at the YMCA located in the Navy 
Yard! We truly appreciate their help!          

THE ANCHOR HALLOWEEN

A look at some of the decorations.



PA G e  1 4 O c T O b e R  2 8 ,  2 0 2 1T H E  C H A R L E S T O W N  PAT R I O T- B R I D G E

COLOR + TAG @ESSEMARTSTUDIO ON INSTAGRAM TO ENTER A DRAWING FOR ART PRIZE
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LEGAL NOTICE

News Briefs BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE
Martin, Michael P Bartucca, Robert M 106 13th St #237               $429,000
Higgins, Lindsay Wallin, Michael    17 Green St #3                  $590,000
Soisson, Nancy J Davis, Patricia 47 Harvard St #A311         $595,000
Jones, Nathan L Faber, Scott D       108 High St #4           $985,000
Heffelfinger, Julia      Becton, Elizabeth 2 Laurel St                     $2,300,000
Sarni, Anthony C Mccoll RT             116 Main St #3               $519,000
Suratt, Christine       Spalluto, Maureen L 125 Main St #2            $1,005,000
Gilbert, Alexa            Duffy John R Est      31 Monument Sq               $3,500,000 
Shea, Emily A Kinneen, Terrence     463 Rutherford Ave #204  $712,500
Duroure, Leslie M Novak, Lisa 21 Wall St #1                $640,000

R e a l  e s t a t e  Tr a n s f e r s

Elite
253 Main St. • Charlestown • 617-241-5566

www.c21elite.com
Sales • Rentals • Free Market Analysis

Certified Buyer Agents

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

REVERE- 3 lg walk 
in bedroom apt. lg 
full bath,lg living 
room, kitchen, off 
street parking,back 
yard, laundry room 
minutes from airport 
on bus stop. $1900 
available now. First, 
last plus security. Call 
AL 781-249-3229. 

10/6-10/20
__________

REVERE - 5RM, 3BR, 
2BA apartment. Sec 8 
welcome.10 min. Walk 
to Beachmont T and 
Ocean. 5 min. walk to 
bus. Laundry in bldg. 
$2900 includes HEAT. 
339-224-3839
11/3

__________

Apartment for Rent
REVERE Mountain 
Ave. - First Fl., 3BR 
or 2BR w/dining, 
kitchen w/pantry, 
newer bath. Carpet & 
HW floors. No pets, 
No smoking. $1800 
no util., Call 781-289-
5107

WANTED
experienced D&D 
dungeon master to 
help me part-time 
with updating and 
completing 20+   
adventures I wrote at 

my Chelsea home.
Off-street parking.
(781) 420-4117
10/20
___________
HELP WANTED
BOSTON - Fire Escape 
Repairman, Fire 

Escape Painter.  Must 
be good with heights. 
Salary based on 
experience. 
Call 617-990-7387 
or email to jmcarter-
iron@gmail.com

APARTMENT FOR RENT MAILBOX 
RENTAL

HELP WANTED

Broadway business 
address
- $100 per month
Call or text
781-864-9958

     

    
     
  


   
  
  


    
  
    
  
 

   
   
   


             
    
  


      
    
  


   
        
    
 

                
  
   


     
     
            


All real estate advertising in this  
newspaper is subject to the Federal 

Fair Housing Act of 1968, which 
makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial status 
(number of children and or preg-
nancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any inten-
tion to make any such preference, 

limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly 

accept any advertising for real 
estate that is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 

informed that all dwellings adver-
tising in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain about discrimi-

nation call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 

“ HUD” toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. For the N.E. area, call HUD 

at 617-565-5308. The toll free 
number for the hearing impaired 

is 1-800-927-9275.

FHAP AGENCIES &OTHER STATE/ 
LOCAL REFERRAL AGENCIES

REVERE - Furnished 
room, queen bed,  bu-
reaus. Shared kitchen 

& bath. 10 min. walk 
to Beachmont T and 
ocean. Laundry in 

bldg. $800/month. 
Call 339-224-3839
11/3

ROOM FOR RENT

For Advertising Rates, 
Call  617-884-2416

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH
OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON
PETITION TO
CHANGE NAME
Docket No.
SU21C0442CA
In the matter of:
David Brian Murray, Jr.
A Petition to Change Name of Adult 
has been filed by David Brian Mur-

ray, Jr. of Charlestown, MA request-
ing that the court enter a Decree 
changing their name to:
David Brian Kellaway
IMPROTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes 
of objecting to the petition by filing 
an appearance at: Suffolk Probate 
and Family Court before 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 11/11/2021. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but a 
deadline by which you must file a 
written appearance if you object to 
this proceeding.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: October 18, 2021
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

10/28/21
Charlestown

Combo Rates available!  
Buy any 3 sites, get 4th FREE

Online Advertising
is Available

Showcase Your Business, Open 
House, or More with an online 

ad!
Clients and Customers 
are just a click away! 

— $30000 per month per site —

AD SIZE

in pixels
W: 160px
H: 600px

——————

please send 
in “png”
format

Call the office to get started!
781-485-0588

reverejournal.com •winthroptranscript.com 
lynnjournal.com • everettindependent.com 

eastietimes.com • chelsearecord.com 
charlestownbridge.com • beaconhilltimes.com

northendregionalreview.com • thebostonsun.com

jamaicaplaingazette.com • missionhillgazette.com

INDEPENDENT
THE

N E W S P A P E R S

OBITUARIES
Effective Jan. 1, 2021

All obituaries and death notices 
will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit.  
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588
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2.75%  FOR 
THE FIRST 
12 MONTHS

APR *

APR *

Start your to-dos today—
HOME EQUITY LINE OF CREDIT

*Annual Percentage Rate (APR). Offer is effective 9/23/2021 and is subject to change at any time without notice. Subject to credit approval. Rate is available 
for new customers without a current CSB HELOC or CSB HELOAN. Property is limited to 1-4 family owner-occupied property not currently for sale. The 
introductory APR shown is fixed for the first 12 months. After the initial 12 months, the APR is variable and subject to change monthly based on the Wall 
Street Journal Prime Rate, which is 3.25% as of 9/23/2021, minus .250%. Maximum rate is 18.00% APR. Minimum or “Floor” rate is 3.00%. Minimum line 
amount is $25,000. Maximum line amounts are: $500,000 for a 1 unit, primary residence with a 75% max CLTV; $250,000 for a 1-2 unit, primary residence 
with an 80% max CLTV; $250,000 for a 3-4 unit, primary residence with a 75% max CLTV; and $250,000 for a 1 unit, second home with an 80% max CLTV. 
Loan term is based on a 10 year draw period and a 20 year repayment period. An annual maintenance fee of $50 is charged, unless you are a Performance 
Plus checking or CSB@Work checking customer. If the property is in a trust, a fee of $355 will apply. Property insurance required and flood insurance may 
be required. A termination fee of the lesser of $500 or 2% of the credit limit at account opening will be charged if line is terminated within 36 months. A 
drive-by appraisal will be paid for at the bank’s expense. A full appraisal may be requested at the borrower’s expense at a fee of $500-$1,100. The option 
to convert a portion of your line to a fixed rate is available. Please contact us for more information about this feature. Consult a tax advisor regarding tax 
deductibility of interest. Call us for current rate and terms for properties listed for sale. NMLS ID# 543370     MOR-0238j Rev. 10/21

3.00%
VARIABLE APR AFTER 
INTRODUCTORY PERIOD

RATES MAY VARY.

CAMBRIDGESAVINGS.COM/HOME-EQUITY
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