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The Flatley Company has 
announced that the 21-acre site of 
the former Domino Sugar Refinery 
will be developed and transformed 
to reconnect to the Charlestown 
neighborhood and open up the 
waterfront to the public for the 
first time since the 1950s. The area 
will be highlighted by a robust 
and unprecedented plan to protect 
areas of Charlestown, Cambridge, 
and Somerville from sea-level rise.  

Located on the Mystic River 
in Charlestown, 425 Medford St. 
is adjacent to two parcels also 
owned by Flatley, the Schrafft’s 
City Center and 465 Medford St.  
All together, these three parcels 
total approximately 46-acres of 
waterfront property. The project 
now proposed at 425 Medford St. 

prioritizes both public access and 
resiliency by opening up the entire 
waterfront to the public along all 
three properties and by addressing 
existing and future site flooding 
from predicted sea-level rise and 
climate change through the incor-
poration of a 22-foot-high resilient 
flood barrier constructed to 2070 
flood-proof standards.  

This flood barrier will be con-
structed as a more than three-quar-
ter mile long public amenity 
including a harbor walk exten-
sion, various recreational and park 
areas, a public dock, boat launch, 
and kayak launch, and several 
public look-out points. As such, 
this new waterfront park will not 
only reopen the waterfront to 
Charlestown for recreation and 
enjoyment, but it will also signifi-
cantly protect over 220-acres of 

Charlestown, as well as over 100 
acres of Somerville and Cambridge 
from predicted future devasting 
flooding. 

In addition to the significant 
resiliency and public realm benefits 
provided by the flood barrier and 
waterfront park, 425 Medford will 
continue to focus on the creation 
of new resilient and sustainable 
public open spaces that seamless-
ly connect to the existing neigh-
borhood.  These new waterfront 
open spaces, connecting pathways, 
parks and plazas, a community 
building, and thousands of square 
feet of public retail and service 
destinations, will be intermingled 
with a mix of uses including resi-
dential buildings, hotel, and office/
laboratory on the 21 acres.
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The Charlestown Neighborhood Council will hold an in-person 
public meeting on Tuesday October 5 at 7pm at the Knights of 
Columbus, 545 Medford Street. We have invited both mayoral can-
didates—Michelle Wu and Annissa Essaibi-George—to speak to us. 
Masks are required for attendance.

(Flatley Pg. 8)

By John Lynds

For a third year in a row 
Charlestown High School will 
be the beneficiary of a Brown 
Rudnick Charitable Foundation 
grant. 

Last week the foundation 
announced its 2021 Relationship 
Grants, totaling $200,000 to non-
profit organizations that support 
educational programs in under-
served communities in the cities 
where the firm has a presence. The 
law firm’s charitable entity was 
established in 2001 as the result of 
Brown Rudnick’s lead work in the 
state’s successful suit against the 
tobacco industry. Brown Rudnick 
decided to use a portion of the fees 
received from this case to create 
the Charitable Foundation. 

Charlestown High School will 
use the grant money to support a 

science mentoring program and a 
science expo at the school. 

“At Brown Rudnick, we take 
pride in our dedication to giving 
back to those in our communities 
who need it most,” said CEO 
Bill Baldiga. “These Relationship 
Grants not only offer resources 
to several non-profit organiza-
tions who can help do just that 
– they energize Brown Rudnick 
volunteers and provide meaning-
ful opportunities to create positive 
social change. I’m so proud of the 
Foundation’s work and am thrilled 
to partner with these organiza-
tions in our ongoing efforts.”

Charlestown High School was 
one of 56 letters of interest from 
qualified organizations to the 
Foundation Grants Committee. 

The committee narrowed the 

HOOD CELEBRATES 175TH ANNIVERSARY

Becky Billikas (far right) 
serves up ice cream sand-
wiches to frozen dairy aficio-
nados.

Right, Charlotte Feney and 
Camden Bartlett play in 
the water fountain at Hood 
Business Park. See Pages 6 
and 7 for more photos.

Charlestown High School 
receives brown Rudnick 
Charitable Foundation grant

Staff Report

 Cheryl Monteiro, MD, recent-
ly joined the staff of the MGH 
Charlestown HealthCare Center’s 
Adult Medicine Department.

Dr. Monteiro grew up in New 
Jersey and went to Rutgers New 
Jersey Medical School.  She moved 
to New England for her General 
Internal Medicine Primary care 
residency at Brown University’s 
Rhode Island Hospital in 
Providence, R.I.  She returned to 
Rutgers for an Addiction Medicine 
Fellowship before making Boston 
home. Her interests include mental 
health, treating patients who use 
substances, harm reduction and 
shared decision-making.

Dr. Monteiro is available to 
welcome new patients from the 

Charlestown community. Please 
call 617 724-8135 to schedule an 
appointment with Dr. Monteiro.

mGH Charlestown HealthCare 
Center welcomes Dr. monteiro

Cheryl Monteiro, MD

plan announced for 2070-resilient waterfront 
development to solve urgent sea-level rise issues

(Grant Pg. 3)
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By Cardinal Sean P. O’Malley

On September 6, I was able to 
visit Haiti to meet with Cardinal 
Langlois of Les Cayes, to survey 
the challenges now confronting 
the Haitian people and to express 
the solidarity of the Archdiocese, 
home to one of the largest Haitian 
communities in the United States, 
with the Church and the nation 
of Haiti. I was delighted to spend 
time with a fine young priest in 
Haiti, Fr. Louis Merosné, who was 
raised in St. Angela Parish in Mat-
tapan and then returned to Haiti 
to pursue a vocation to the priest-
hood. 

Even a brief visit two weeks 
ago vividly illustrated the three-
fold crisis now in Haiti. First, the 
political crisis catalyzed by the 
assassination of the President with 
far-reaching consequences for gov-
ernance. Second, the social-legal 
crisis, created by the control that 
gangs exercise in parts of the coun-
try. Third, all this is complement-
ed by the devastating poverty and 
dislocation caused by the second 
massive earthquake along with a 
hurricane suffered by Haiti and the 
COVID health crisis, all occurring 
in the span of ten years.

Remarkably, the Haitian people 
and the Church in Haiti manifest 
great faith and resilience in the 
midst of such suffering and chaotic 
conditions. I am grateful for their 
witness. 

The United States has exer-
cised pervasive influence in Haiti 

for over a century, often a history 
marked by mistaken policies and 
ill-conceived ideas. Once again, 
the United States is inextricably 
involved with Haiti and its cri-
sis. Once again, U.S. policy seems 
to be a mix of very helpful and 
also some very concerning mea-
sures. The present Administration 
has committed significant fund-
ing for humanitarian assistance 
and disaster relief after the hurri-
cane. These steps respond positive-
ly and directly to the request made 
by Cardinal Langlois to the inter-
national community. In addition, 
our government has extended the 
Temporary Protective Status (TPS) 
for Haitians in the United States, a 
crucially important measure.

At the same time, however, the 
United States is now carrying out 
an airlift of Haitian men, women, 
and children back to Haiti. The 
decision affecting some 14,000 
Haitians now at the Texas border 
is a surprisingly and shockingly 
inhumane policy. The Administra-
tion has the legal authority for its 
policy, but the policy is blind to the 
moral and human consequences of 
this action. Haiti, the poorest coun-
try in the Western hemisphere, is 
incapable of absorbing this influx 
of young and older Haitians, all 
traumatized by the journey to 
the U.S. border. To be sure, many 
made this journey under mistak-
en assumptions about U.S. poli-
cy. But this fact does not absolve 
our country’s policy choices. Some 
cases of human suffering are suf-

ficiently overwhelming to change 
the logic of existing policy. In this 
case, there is the need for a review 
and recasting of U.S. policy. The 
airlift should be halted while this 
review is conducted. Only then 
will it be possible to shape a short-
term policy worthy of the U.S. role 
in the world and appropriate for 
the crisis Haitians now face.

In the encyclical “Fratelli Tutti”, 
Pope Francis appealed to humani-
ty to set aside conflicts, resentment 
and quests for power, in favor 
of solidarity, collaboration and 
mutual support. The Holy Father 
shared his hope that, “by acknowl-
edging the dignity of each human 
person, we can contribute to the 
rebirth of a universal aspiration 
to fraternity between all men and 
women.” These sentiments are evi-
dent in his call for the internation-
al community to provide relief for 
the tragic situation the Haitians are 
facing. In addition to the collection 
for Haiti taken up in our parishes, 
the Church in Boston will continue 
to call for a more compassionate 
policy from the U.S. government 
for Haitians at the border. I ask 
all to pray for the nation of Haiti 
and the Haitian community there 
and in our country, and to be gen-
erous in supporting efforts to raise 
funds to help those suffering in this 
humanitarian crisis.

Sean P. O’Malley is an Amer-
ican cardinal of the Catholic 
Church serving as the Archbishop 
of the Archdiocese of Boston.
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Guest Op-ed

Resilience in the midst of such suffering

LET’S BUILD A DRUG 
TREATMENT AND HOMELESS 

FACILITY IN DOVER
Back in the 1970s and ‘80s, when there was talk of expanding Logan 

Airport to the detriment of residents in the communities of Winthrop, 
Revere, Chelsea, and South Boston, among others, then-State Senator 
William Bulger of So. Boston suggested constructing a second major air-
port for the Boston metro area in the town of Dover, the upper-class sub-
urb west of Boston.

Bulger knew that his idea would never fly (pun intended), but the point 
he was making was this: Residents of low-income communities should 
not have to be the only ones to bear the burden of the noise and air pollu-
tion from Logan Airport.

Similarly, we view the ongoing controversy regarding the growing 
problem of homeless and drug-addicted persons at the Mass. and Cass 
intersection in the same light. The extraordinary statement released last 
week by Revere Mayor Brian Arrigo in response to the suggestion that a 
hotel in Revere be converted into a homeless shelter and treatment facility 
highlights the unequal burden being placed upon the communities of the 
immediate Metro Boston area of dealing with the scourge of drug addic-
tion, which goes hand-in-hand with homelessness

As Mayor Arrigo’s statement points out, this is not NIMBY-ism. Revere 
and Boston already shoulder a huge share of the burden. But he states 
quite frankly -- and truthfully -- that the problem is a regional one and 
requires a regional solution. Indeed, it has been reported that 70 percent 
of those who live on Boston’s streets are not Boston residents.

However, we think that truly solving the problems of drug addiction 
and homelessness has to be even more systemic in order to address their 
root cause. 

First and foremost, we must end the war on drugs. The best evidence 
that our Forever War on Drugs (now more than 50 years old) has been a 
total failure is this: In 2020, there were more than 93,000 drug overdose 
deaths in the United States, a number that shattered the previous record. 
The U.S. now has one of the highest rates of drug-related deaths in the 
world. Indeed, it is fair to say that it is the War on Drugs itself that is 
directly responsible for the deaths of tens of thousands of Americans.

Massachusetts spends about $60,000 per inmate per year in our pris-
ons. For those whose sole “crime” was simple possession of a drug or a 
failed urine test with a Probation Officer, incarceration is merely a revolv-
ing door that accomplishes nothing, either for the individual or society, at 
a great financial cost to all of us.

We call upon our state’s political leaders to show a little bit -- just a 
bit -- of courage in order to enact legislation similar to what the voters in 
Oregon approved in 2020 when they decriminalized the possession of all 
drugs. 

Second, the state should establish clean injection sites with appropriate 
mental and physical health capabilities. Portugal has been doing this for 
20 years and has by far the lowest rate of drug-overdose deaths in Europe 
at six per million of its population. By contrast, Scotland has a rate of 335 
drug-related deaths per million for persons ages 15-64 -- which is about 
the same rate as we have here in the U.S. -- and which is 15 times greater 
than the rate for the rest of the nations in Europe (and exponentially more 
than Portugal’s).

Clean injection sites in Portugal (and Switzerland) provide addicts with 
drugs that are not dangerously-laced with fentanyl or other substances, 
while also offering services for their physical and mental health. In addi-
tion, safe injection sites avoid the problem of dirty needles, which still 
ranks as one of the chief causes for the transmission of AIDS and other 
serious diseases which, by the way, seep into our population as a whole.

There presently are bills pending before the legislature to establish 
clean injection sites and we call upon our legislature to pass this legisla-
tion expeditiously.

Third, we need to get creative in order to build affordable housing for 
those who presently live on the streets. Our present policy of doing next 
to nothing for the homeless is a tragedy that is played out every day at 
Mass. and Cass.

There will be a large cost at the outset for any housing program for the 
homeless. But in the long run, there will be huge savings of tax dollars 
when we abandon our present failed model of arrest-prosecution-incar-
ceration, as well as finally making progress in addressing the problem of 
substance abuse that afflicts so many.

Oh, and we also suggest that our state officials look into placing 
drug-treatment and homeless shelters in hotels and other potential sites in 
the areas of our wealthy suburbs, such as Dover, Wellesley, Weston, etc., 
so that those communities can do their part to solve the twin crises of drug 
addiction and homelessness in our state.
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Charlestown Sprouts 
Community Garden received 
some good news last week when 
it was awarded a grant from 
Massachusetts Department of 
Agriculture Resources’ Urban 
Agriculture Program (MDAR).

As part of Climate Week in 
Massachusetts, the Baker-Polito 
Administration announced over 
$2.9 million in grants distribut-
ed by the MDAR to help local 
farms across the Commonwealth 
implement climate change mitiga-
tion strategies and solutions. The 
awards will support 84 farms, 
municipalities, and other orga-
nizations through five different 
MDAR grant programs, includ-
ing the Climate Smart Agriculture 
Program (CSAP), theSteward-
ship Assistance and Restoration 
Program (SARA), the Agricultural 
Compost Improvement Program 
(ACIP), the Urban Agriculture 
Program, and the Buy Local Grant 
Program. Charlestown Sprouts 
received $15,000 for funding 
for material costs to build eight 
more gardening plots. Materials 
include loam and compost and 
240 linear feet of material for 
the raised planting beds. Gerald 
Robbins,President of Charlestown 
Sprouts said,”Charlestown 
Sprouts Community Garden is so 
pleased to be awarded a grant from 
the Massachusetts Department of 
Agriculture’s Urban Agriculture 
Program for material costs to build 
eight additional plots at the gar-
den. We underwent a very success-
ful re-build in the spring of 2021 
and because of this we have an 

additional 20 people on our wait 
list. We are excited to get these 
new families into our garden to 
grow food and build a stronger 
and more resilient community.”  

“Mitigating the impacts of cli-
mate change requires a holistic 
approach, which includes ensuring 
farms are able to implement inno-
vative and resilient strategies to 
operate and avoid disruptions to 
Massachusetts food distribution 
channels,” said Governor Charlie 
Baker. “As we address the impacts 
of climate change, this funding 
will help to protect Massachusetts 
farms from some of the unpredict-
ability that extreme weather and 
storms can bring.”

“Fostering strong partnerships 
with farms and other organiza-
tions continues to be a focus of our 
Administration, and we are excit-
ed to see the practices being adopt-
ed through these projects that will 
help meet the state’s climate goals,” 
said Lieutenant Governor Karyn 
Polito. “These grant programs for 
the Massachusetts agricultural sec-
tor serves as another example of 
our efforts in addressing green-
house gas emissions and making 
farming operations sustainable for 
the future.”

The $2.9 million in funding 
will go towards addressing several 
climate change projects, such as:

 • Agricultural environmen-
tal enhancement;

 • Agricultural energy effi-
ciencies;

 • Farmland preservation;
 • Improvements to soil 

health;

 • Urban livestock manage-
ment;

 • Urban farm enhance-
ments;

 • Carbon sequestration;
 • The reduction of green-

house gas emissions; and,
 • The reduction of food 

miles through purchasing locally 
grown produce.

“Building a robust food system 
in Massachusetts requires smart 
investments to help our local farms 
and agricultural sector become 
more resilient to the impacts of 
climate change,” said Energy and 
Environmental Affairs Secretary 
Kathleen Theoharides. “These 
grants will advance sustainable 
practices and help our family farms 
access new local markets, steward 
their land and natural resources, 
and prepare for the future.”

“The Baker-Polito 
Administration is excited to con-
tinue funding projects through 
these agricultural programs to 
help address farmers’ needs for 
the future as they continue to 
address a changing climate.” 
said Department of Agricultural 
Resources Commissioner John 
Lebeaux. “The goal of the grant 
programs we are able to provide 
funding through is to position 
farmers with opportunities to bet-
ter manage their operations during 
a time of increased climate vari-
ability.”

During this year’s Climate Week 
in Massachusetts, the Baker-Polito 
Administration is highlighting its 
commitment to reducing emis-
sions, mitigating the impacts of 

climate change, and building a 
more resilient Commonwealth. 
Throughout Climate Week, the 
Administration is holding events 
to spotlight important initiatives 
including offshore wind, land 
protection and conservation, the 
Greening the Gateway Cities pro-
gram, and the expansion of clean 
energy in the Commonwealth. The 
Administration is also highlight-
ing the urgent demand for fund-
ing to support climate resiliency 
in Massachusetts, and Governor 

Baker’s plan to immediately put to 
use part of Commonwealth’s direct 
federal aid from the American 
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) to sup-
port critical priorities in cities and 
towns. The Administration’s plan 
would commit $900 million to 
key energy and environmental ini-
tiatives, including $700 million 
to support water infrastructure 
upgrades and climate resiliency, 
and $100 million to invest in port 
infrastructure to support the off-
shore wind industry.

*All participants will receive $25 after completion of their 
visit. To complete the visit, participants must create an 
account, give consent, agree to share their electronic 
health records, answer health surveys, and have their 
measurements taken (height, weight, blood pressure, etc.), 
and give blood and urine samples, if asked.

All of Us and the All of Us logo are service marks of the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services.

Why have some communities not 
been a part of medical research?

You can help researchers develop new and better 
treatments that benefit all of us.

Many groups of people have been left out of 
research in the past. That means we know less about 
their health. When you join the All of Us Research 
Program, you'll help researchers learn more about 
what makes people sick or keeps them healthy.

JoinAllofUs.org/NewEngland  
(617) 768-8300 
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field down to twenty-five appli-
cants and Charlestown High was 
invited to submit full propos-
als. The high school was select-
ed by the Foundation’s Board of 
Directors in June 2021.

 “Many of our students – espe-
cially those in underserved com-

munities – have been set back 
by this pandemic,” said Chair of 
the Foundation Grants Committee 
and Partner in Brown Rudnick’s 
Bankruptcy & Corporate 
Restructuring Practice Group 
Cathrine Castaldi. “So to be 
able to offer grants in support of 

programs that can improve their 
education – in STEAM, literacy, 
college prep and civics – is deeply 
important to us. We look for-
ward to collaborating with these 
non-profits in their missions this 
year and beyond.”

Charlestown Sprouts Community Garden received grant

Charlestown Sprouts Community Garden
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On Thursday, the Massachusetts 
Senate voted to pass Senator Sal 
DiDomenico’s bill, An Act relative 
to healthy youth, (S.2534). This 
bill will ensure that Massachusetts 
public schools electing to teach sex 
education curriculum use age-ap-
propriate, medically accurate, and 
research-based information that 
covers a comprehensive range of 
topics. The legislation also calls 
for sex education to be inclu-
sive and appropriate for students 
regardless of gender, race, disabil-
ity status, sexual orientation, and 
gender identity. 

“I am very proud that the 
Massachusetts Senate has again 
reaffirmed out commitment to 
this commonsense health policy 
that will ensure your people have 
the tools needed to protect their 
health and form respectful rela-
tionships”, said Assistant Majority 
Leader Sal DiDomenico. “This 
legislation makes it clear that sex 
education in the Commonwealth 
must be inclusive for all students 
and emphasize the importance and 
necessity of consent. I would like 
to especially thank the many advo-
cates who have partnered with 
us on this legislation and worked 
tirelessly to ensure Massachusetts 
youth have the information they 
need to build the bright futures 
they deserve–– without shame or 

judgement.” 
Currently, public schools in 

the Commonwealth that choose 
to teach sex education are not 
required to use or adhere to a 
specific sexed curriculum. While 
some schools provide comprehen-
sive and effective sex education, 
others teach outdated and absti-
nence-focused programs, including 
curricula that ignores LGBTQIA+ 
health and critical lessons on con-
sent. This has led to a patchwork 
of sexual education programs 
across the state. The Healthy 
Youth Act (S.2534) aims to change 
this by requiring school districts 
that offer sec education to follow 
certain guidelines when selecting a 
curriculum. This is vital to ensur-
ing that students throughout the 
state are provided with age-ap-
propriate, medically accurate, 
and comprehensive information, 
including topics on:  

·  the benefits of delaying sex; 
·  human anatomy, reproduc-

tion, and sexual development; 
·  effective contraceptive use; 
· prevention of pregnancy and 

sexually transmitted infections 
(STIs); 

·  relationship and communi-
cation skills to form healthy rela-
tionships; 

·  coverage of affirmative, con-
scious and voluntary consent; and 

·  age-appropriate information 
about gender identity and sexual 
orientation, including resources 
that offer support to LGBTQ stu-
dents. 

The bill does not require public 
schools to teach sex education but 
sets curriculum guidelines for those 
that do. This legislation also pro-
tects and enhances parents’ right 
to remove their children from all 
or part of the sex education pro-
gram if they choose to do so–– an 
action already protected by state 
law. Additionally, this bill updates 
parent-notification guidelines for 
districts that choose to teach sex 
education curriculum and requires 
schools to send notice to parents 
in English and in other commonly 
spoken languages in the district. 
Notice would alert parents that 
their child is enrolled in a sex-ed-
ucation course and would inform 
them of their right to review the 
curriculum or opt their child our 
of some or all of the lessons.  

Now in its 10th year, the 
Healthy Youth Act has been 
passed by the Senate several times 
over in previous legislative ses-
sions. The most recent iteration 
of the bill incorporates additional 
feedback from experts, educators, 
and advocates, and was co-spon-
sored by seventy representatives 
and twenty-four senators.  

On Thursday Senator 
DiDomenico spoke on the floor of 
the Massachusetts Senate stating, 

“every school year that goes by 
where transgender youth do not 
see themselves reflected in their 
curriculum, we are failing. Every 
year that any cohort of seniors 
goes off to college without hav-
ing received vital lessons on con-
sent, respect, and bodily autono-
my, we are failing.” He went on to 
add, “enough is enough, it is time 
for us to pass this bill and sign it 
into law.” 

Sex education programs have 
repeatedly been shown to work 
best when they emphasize the 
value of delaying sex, while also 
teaching students about the impor-
tance of protecting themselves 
from unintended consequences. 
As demonstrated by numerous 
studies, comprehensive sex educa-
tion programs have been proven to 

delay the initiation of sex, increase 
use of contraception, lower the 
rates of STIs and unintended preg-
nancy among teens, and reduce 
reported levels of bullying towards 
LGBTQ youth in school.  

A 2018 poll conducted by 
EMC Research showed over-
whelming bipartisan support for 
sex education in Massachusetts, 
with 92% of likely voters agree-
ing that students should receive 
sex education in high school, and 
89% of likely voters agreeing that 
sex education should include com-
prehensive information, such as 
how to build healthy relationships 
and understand consent.  

The bill now moves on to the 
House of Representatives for con-
sideration.
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Standings for the week of 9/25/2021
                            W   L   T

Bryan’s Pals       3   0    0
A-1 Convenience 1   2    0
Halligan Club 1   2    0
Duce 2      1    2   0

Players of the week for 9/25/2021
A-1 Convenience - Ezynette Gonzalez, Grady Bartlett
Bryan’s Pals - Joe DeMonte,  Logan Hennessy
Duce 2 - Jacob Wishansky,  Lucciano Dechiario
Halligan Club - Joel Davies, Liam Wood

Sen. DiDomenico speaks on the floor of the Senate in support of the Healthy Youth Act

Sen. DiDomenico speaks on the Senate floor.
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617.951.4148
bmiller@lpc.com

GLOBAL HQ OPPORTUNITY
51,870 RSF Class A Office For Lease

100 CITY SQUARE
CHARLESTOWN, MA

MARQUEE 
BUILDING 
SIGNAGE

Artists Group of Charlestown 
member Deidre Tao had a show 
opening the The Stove Factory 
Gallery on Friday. Her work 
depicts beach scenes from Cape 
Cod, Cape Ann and other New 
England Landscapes. Her work 
will be up for viewing until 
October 3.

Photos by Derek Kouyoumjian

DEIDRE TAO HOLDS ART OPENING AT THE STOVE FACTORY GALLERY

 Elaina Egan looks at and discusses In The Fullness Of Time with her 
daughters Penelope and Delphina.

 Jim Kennedy stands in front of Stories Of The Ancients

Deidre Tao’s show runs until October 3rd at the Stove Gallery.

Stephanie Stiassni (right) gets a 
little help at the reception desk by 
her son Audrey.

 Featured artist Deidre Tao (2nd from right) with fellow Stove Factory 
artists Julie Alailima, Barbara Torrey, and Pat McSweeney

Deidre Tao by her work.

Delphina and Penelope Egan.

 Deidre Tao greats gallery visitors.



PA G E  6 S E P t E m b E r  3 0 ,  2 0 2 1T H E  C H A R L E S T O W N  PAT R I O T- B R I D G E

V i s i t  w w w . c h a r l e s t o w n b r i d g e . c o m

WORMS?
INFECTIONS?

DISEASE?

BYE FELICIA!

angell.org

Angell Animal Medical Center | 350 S. Huntington Ave, Boston | 617-522-7282
MSPCA-Angell West | 293 Second Ave, Waltham | 781-902-8400

24/7 Emergency Vet Care
Weekend Appointments  |  Free On-Site Parking

With services ranging from
24/7 emergency & critical
care to cardiology; from
behavior services to surgery, 
Angell has everything you
need to keep them healthy
and happy.

• 24/7 Emergency
 & Critical Care
• Anesthesiology
• Avian & Exotic
 Medicine
• Behavior
• Cardiology
• Dentistry
• Dermatology

• Diagnostic Imaging
    (with on-site CT)
• General Medicine
• Internal Medicine
• Neurology
• Oncology
• Ophthalmology
• Pathology
• Physical
 Rehabilitation
• Surgery

Angell is Here to Help!

J o y o u s  e a r ly  le a r n in g  f o r  

c h i ld r e n  a g e s  2  t o  5  

Spruce Street 
Nursery School 

5  Avery  Place 
Boston, MA  02111 

617-482-5252
www.sprucestreet.org 

Please join us for our 
 Admissions Open House 

Saturday, November 6th 
9:30 – 11:30 

Meet the director, teachers, current 
parents, and  tour the school! 

Register to attend on our website

The application deadline for the 2022-2023 
school year is January 14, 2022 

HP Hood LLC, a leading, local, 
iconic dairy brand celebrated the 
company’s 175th anniversary with 
a community event and the unveil-
ing of a mural commemorating 
the occasion. The event took place 
on Saturday, September 25, at the 
site of Hood’s first dairy process-
ing plant in Hood Park at 500 
Rutherford Ave. in Charlestown.

Hood officials also unveiled a 
special mural created and installed 
by seasoned local artist, Silvia 
Lopez Chavez. The mural was 
designed to demonstrate, through 
imagery, Hood’s rich history of 
innovation, quality, people, and 
the community.

“When I began to sketch the 
concept for this mural, my vision 
came from the heart of what 
Hood represents and values,” 
said Chavez. “I wanted to create 
something that feels personal and 

inspires a healthy and connected 
community that thrives on innova-
tion and moves forward towards a 
better future.”

“We’re thrilled to be here today 
to celebrate this incredible mile-
stone at this time-honored location 
here at Hood Park. On behalf of 
the Hood team, I want to extend 
our sincere appreciation to our 
customers, community partners 
and dedicated employees who 
have contributed to the success of 
the company and who continue to 
share past memories of Hood that 
make up the fabric of what Hood 
is today – a company that cares 
deeply about the quality and safety 
of its products, the wellbeing of 
the communities in which it does 
business, and the dedication of its 
employees,” said Lynne Bohan, 
spokesperson for Hood.

HOOD CELEBRATES 175TH ANNIVERSARY

Sara and Isla Cline enjoy a swing ride with some ice cream sandwiches.

Allison Connolly and Ashley 
Mills.

Olive and Versa Parino play in the 
water fountain at Hood Business 
Park.

Christian and JJ Oliveira (far right) take a ride around the action while 
Ava Urquhart (center) drops in to say hello.

 Sami and Zack Shulkin with Jen 
Ziswasser visit Tradesman Coffee 
And Pizza bar across at The 
Harvey. They provided compli-
mentary pizza and coffee and well 
be fully opened later this fall.

 Jean and Reed Woodley take a ride on the swing at Hood Business 
Park.

PLEASE 

rECYCLE

Photos by Derek Kouyoumjian
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Photos by Derek Kouyoumjian

TO ADVeRTISe pLeASe CALL 
781-485-0588

HOOD CELEBRATES 175TH ANNIVERSARY

Visitors line up for complimentary ice cream sandwiches courtesy of 
Hood.

Madison and James Baker check 
out the giant Connect Four action.

Brianna Moore and Grace Young serve up Hood ice cream sandwiches 
to grateful visitors.

 Boston area mural artist Sylvia Lopez Chavez stands by her work in the side of the Hood Business Park on 
New Rutherford Ave to honor the 175th anniversary of the HP Hood Company.

Philip and Caroline Silveira

Mohammed, Adam, and Zoulikha Gheraissa are having a great family 
day.

Sabrina and Anselmo Hall are 
having fun.

George Richey (center) photobombs his sister Beatrice and their friend 
Layla Berglund as the girls take to the coloring books.

A lot of ice cream lovers turned out to celebrate 174 years of the HP 
Hood Company in Charlestown.
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Flatley  (from pg. 1)

tO ADVErtISE IN tHE CHArLEStOWN PAtrIOt-brIDGE

PLEASE CALL 781-485-0588

New DDIIRREECCTTOORRYY  ooff  bbuussiinneesssseess

What do you need today? Many merchants and 
service providers are adapting to the current 

crisis with new shopping options. Check here for 
ways to safely shop from your own home.

PPLLAACCEE  YYOOUURR  AADD  IINN  TTHHEE  DDIIRREECCTTOORRYY  TTOODDAAYY!!
GGRREEAATT  iinnttrroodduuccttoorryy  ssppeecciiaallss!!

DDeebb  DDiiGGrreeggoorriioo  --  ddeebb@@tthheebboossttoonnssuunn..ccoomm
SSiioouuxx  GGeerrooww  cchhaarrlleessttoowwnnaaddss@@hhoottmmaaiill..ccoomm

New DDIIRREECCTTOORRYY  ooff  bbuussiinneesssseess

What do you need today? Many merchants and 
service providers are adapting to the current 

crisis with new shopping options. Check here for 
ways to safely shop from your own home.

PPLLAACCEE  YYOOUURR  AADD  IINN  TTHHEE  DDIIRREECCTTOORRYY  TTOODDAAYY!!
GGRREEAATT  iinnttrroodduuccttoorryy  ssppeecciiaallss!!

DDeebb  DDiiGGrreeggoorriioo  --  ddeebb@@tthheebboossttoonnssuunn..ccoomm
SSiioouuxx  GGeerrooww  cchhaarrlleessttoowwnnaaddss@@hhoottmmaaiill..ccoomm

$165/month or save 10% and prepay $1780/year.
12 month lease, get your spot now! 

For more information email Joanie Walls: 
jwalls@diversifiedauto.com

or call directly at (617) 936-2119

Time for Autumn!
window boxes & container plantings

Christine Kerans             
617-817-0600

christinekfloraldesigns@gmail.com
christinekfloraldesigns.com

C

 “This is a once-in-a-lifetime 
chance to make a significant 
impact to protect this area from a 
real issue facing all of us, sea-level 
rise. We have a unique opportu-
nity to be able to make a flood 
barrier into a public amenity for 
the city and bring the people of 
Boston to a significant waterfront 
site that much of the public has 
most likely never stepped foot 

on,” said John Roche, Chief 
Executive Officer, The Flatley 
Company. “We look forward to 
working with the community, the 
elected officials and city and state 
agencies as we move forward on 
plans for a mixed used site high-
lighted by unique approaches to 
resiliency and public access on the 
waterfront.”

 The developer will be work-

ing with the community and 
city and state to develop and 
advance details of the project.  
The project adheres to many pub-
lic planning efforts and regula-
tions including Imagine Boston 
2030, Plan: Charlestown, and the 
Boston Planning & Development 
Agemcy’s newly adopted regu-
lations regarding resiliency and 
flood-proofing.  

A rendering showing the water view of the redevelopment project proposed for the site of the former Domino 
Sugar Refinery.

Nelson

A rendering showing the street view of the redevelopment project proposed for the site of the former Domino 
Sugar Refinery.
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By John Lynds

At the random drawing at City 
Hall Monday to determine the 
position of the Boston Mayoral 
Ballot, Michelle Wu’s name came 
out of the perforated bingo drum 
first and will appear on the top of 
the mayoral ballot in November 
with Annissa Essaibi George 
appearing second. Essaibi George 
was first on the ballot during 
the Preliminary Election that nar-
rowed the field of mayoral candi-
dates down to two. 

The Board of Election 
Commission also randomly drew 
the order of the At-Large ballot 
for November with Dave Halbert 
getting the top spot on that ticket. 

In September voters narrowed 
the crowded At-Large field down 
to 8 and the order on the ballot 
will be as follows:

David Halbert
Bridget M Nee-Walsh
Julia Mejia
Carla Monteiro
Ruthzee Louijeune
Althea Garrison
Michael Flaherty
Erin J. Murphy

Ballot Questions
The Boston General Election 

November ballot will also feature 
three ballot questions for Boston 
voters. 

The first question will ask 
whether or not to reverse the deci-
sion in the 1990s to go from an 
elected Boston School Committee 
to an appointed School Committee. 

“We’re the only city in the 

Commonwealth that does not 
have an elected school commit-
tee,” said District 1 City Councilor 
Lydia Edwards, who is running 
unopposed for her District 1 seat 
but has announced her candidacy 
for the First Suffolk & Middlesex 
state senate seat. “There’s also a 
ballot question that I introduced 
on the Boston Budget Process 
Amendment. It would allow the 
city council to engage back and 
forth with the mayor to check the 
mayor’s power on the $3.7 billion 
budget. It will give the council, 
just like every other legislative 
body, the ability to amend and to 
override the mayor’s veto. So it’s a 
huge shift in power, and it would 
be one that hasn’t happened since 
1909.”

There’s also a non-binding bal-
lot question regarding the pro-
posed Eversource Substation in 
East Boston 

The question to voters will read, 
“Should a high voltage, electric 
substation be built at 400 Condor 
Street in East Boston, along the 
Chelsea Creek, near homes, parks, 
playgrounds, jet fuel storage, and 
in a flood risk area rather than in a 
nearby alternative safe and secure 
location such as non-residential 
Massport land at Logan Airport?”

Councilor Edwards was sup-
portive of the 10 Eastie residents 
who petitioned the City of Boston 
to put the question on the ballot 
this fall.

Historically, a non-binding  bal-
lot question provides information 
to elected officials and the public 
of voter sentiment on a particular 
issue.

michelle Wu will be first on the 
mayoral ballot in November

Fresh and LicaL

An apple a day
By Penny & Ed Cherubino

Harvest season is the time of 
year to feast on apples from local 
orchards. Since apples are avail-
able year-round, we sometimes 
forget that they have a season 
when they are at their very best. 
That season is now! 

The perfect Snack
We fully intend to reinstate 

our neglected habit of enjoying 
an apple as an afternoon snack. 
If you are trying to control your 
appetite for sweets, we have a tip. 
When you start to think, “I’m hun-
gry,” ask yourself if you’re hungry 
enough to eat an apple. If the 
answer is yes, go grab an apple! It 
will satisfy your hunger.

The book “Cooking from 
Scratch,” from the PCC Communi-
ty Markets, explains why a whole 
unpeeled apple is a healthy choice. 
“The more processed a food is, 
the lower its fiber content will be. 
A whole apple provides about 4 
grams of fiber, while a peeled apple 
provides 2 grams and apple juice 
contains no fiber at all.” Fiber is 
both healthy and filling.

Buy your apples with the idea 
of eating the peel. For us, this 
means buying local and unwaxed 
or organic. Conventionally grown 
apples are on lists of “dirty dozen” 
produce items for their concentra-
tion of pesticide residue. We also 
give all apples a good wash before 
we eat them.

Sweet, Tart, Crunchy, or Yielding
Traditional New England favor-

ites are Gravenstein, Mcintosh, 
Winesap, and of course, the Rox-
bury Russet. Newer hybrids like 
Cameo, Honeycrisp, Jonagold, 
and Mutsu are available at farm-
ers’ markets. 

We all have our favorites for eat-
ing out of hand. Ours is the sweet 
and snappy Honeycrisp. Each bite 
explodes, filling your mouth with 
juicy freshness. You may like the 
sweet crunch of a Gala or the soft-

er texture of a Ginger Gold.  

Crabapples
Each fall, we look forward to 

the Chestnut Crabapples from 
Foppema’s Farm. They are sweet 
and crunchy and have a lovely 
nutty flavor. 

Many cooks will add some 
crabapples to their apple recipes 
to introduce tart to balance the 
sweet. Others who don’t want an 
overly sweet result make desserts 
with crabapples instead of their 
larger cousins. Think about the 
contrast you would find in a cra-
bapple Tarte Tatin.

baking Apples
Many bakers will mix variet-

ies in their baked apple goods to 
give their sweets the best com-
bination of texture, juice, sweet-
ness, and zest. One rule of thumb 
for pie apples is to pick a variety 
that is firm and tart. A few can-
didates from local markets would 
be Northern Spy, Rhode Island 
Greening, Pippin, or Winesap.

Apple Storage
Apples were a storage crop in 

the days before refrigeration. Back 

then, to keep one bad apple from 
spoiling the bunch, homemakers 
would clean, polish, and wrap 
each apple in newspaper to retard 
ripening. Then, they would store 
the fruit in a cool spot, like their 
root cellar.

Apples do continue to ripen 
after they’re picked. A cool, con-
stant temperature is best for keep-
ing your modern-day supply of 
apples in excellent condition for as 
long as possible. If you have room 
in your refrigerator, that’s the spot 
for ripe apples. 

expert Apple Advice
With so many options, turn to 

the people who grow apples for 
guidance when choosing your 
fruit. Ask questions of the farmers 
you meet at local markets. They 
know the qualities of their apples 
from the ground to the plate and 
can give you tips, tricks, and expert 
advice for choosing and using the 
apples from their crop. 

Do you have a question or topic 
for Fresh & Local? Send an email 
to Penny@BostonZest.com with 
your suggestion.

This Hidden Rose apple offers the surprise of a rosy fleshed interior. 
It has been described as, “... tart and mildly sweet, with a distinctive 
strawberry-lemonade flavor.”
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OBITUARIES
Effective Jan. 1, 2021

All obituaries and death notices 
will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit.  
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

North Washington Street bridge construction look-ahead

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE

North Washington Street 
Bridge Replacement

You are subscribed to North 
Washington Street Bridge 
Replacement Updates from 
Massachusetts Department of 
Transportation.

Navigational Channel Closure
The planned closure of the 

entire marine channel below the 
North Washington Street Bridge, 
originally noted in the September 
3rd bi-weekly look-ahead, will 
take place from 6:00 a.m. on 
Monday, 10/04 to 5:00 p.m. on 
Friday, 10/08. The closure will 
allow for the safe installation of 

structural steel and delivery of 
materials using barges.

All work will take place in the 
marine work zone: there will be 
no roadway impacts, and traffic 
can continue to safely travel on 
the temporary bridge. This oper-
ation will not impact pedestrian 
access over the Charles River dam 
and locks.

Following the full closure there 
will be smaller, half channel clo-
sures to install elements of a new 
bridge deck later in October and 
in November. These closures will 
be noted in regular, bi-weekly 
look-ahead emails and updates on 

the project website.
Mariners should continue to 

exercise caution while transiting 
the channel when it is open and 
pay close attention to signage, 
lighting, and work vessels. The 
project team recommends that 
mariners monitor VHF marine 
channels 16 and 22A for addition-
al information. For more informa-
tion about the North Washington 
Street Bridge Project and to share 
any comments and questions, 
please visit the project website or 
email the project team.

Title VI Notice of 
Nondiscrimination: MassDOT 

complies with Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 and relat-
ed federal and state statutes and 
regulations. It is the policy of 
MassDOT to ensure that no per-
son or group of persons shall on 
the grounds of Title VI protected 
categories, including race, color, 
national origin, or under addi-
tional federal and state protected 
categories including sex, age, dis-
ability, sexual orientation, gender 
identity or expression, religion, 
creed, ancestry, veteran’s status, 
or background, be excluded from 
participation in, be denied the 
benefits of, or be otherwise sub-

jected to discrimination under 
any program or activity admin-
istered by MassDOT. To request 
additional information about this 
commitment, or to file a com-
plaint under Title VI or a relat-
ed nondiscrimination provision, 
please contact MassDOT’s Title 
VI Specialist by phone at (857) 
368-8580, MassRelay Service 7-1-
1, fax (857) 368-0602 or by e-mail 
at MASSDOT.CivilRights@dot.
state.ma.us. 

 If information is needed in 
another language, please contact 
the MassDOT Title VI Specialist 
by phone at (857) 368-8580.

FOR RENT
REVERE-Waters Edge. 
382 Ocean Ave. one 
bedroom, ocean 
views, parking, 
sauna, pool, AC,Heat, 
electric included. Pets 
No. Available October 
1. $1900, call 978-
535-8258,617-605-
0272. 9/29-10/6
-----------------------------
FOR RENT - 
WINTHROP
Spacious Apartment
1st floor, 2 Bdrm
2nd Bdrm, 2nd floor
Hdwd Floors, On 
street parking
Washer/Dryer coin-
op. No pets.
$1,950, 1st + security
617-548-1705
___________

FOR RENT MAILBOX 
RENTAL

Broadway business 
address
- $100 per month
Call or text
781-864-9958
-----------------------

ARLINGTON - Great 
Opportunity! Turn Key 
Hair Salon, over 40 
yrs in business. Owner 
retiring, staff willing to 
stay. Location recently 
updated. Serious 
inquiries only, please 
email:hairsay2@gmail.
com.
10/13

----

FOR 
SALE

_______
LOOKING FOR Great Re-
sults? Call our classified 
department. Call 781-
485-0588 or fax the ad 
to 781-485-1403
__________

DEADLINES: For 
classified line ads, 
deadlines are Mon-
day by 4 p.m. Call 
781-485-0588

YARD
SALES

Ads run Revere Journal - Chelsea Record  
Winthrop Sun Transcript - Lynn Journal

East Boston Times Free Press
Everett Independent - Charlestown Patriot Bridge

REVERE

 

YARD SALE
59 Carlson Ave

Saturday October 2, 9am-3pm
No early birds, new cloths, 

house hold items, collectibles 
and more. CASH ONLY.

25 WORDS 
FOR ONLY

$7000

Must be paid in advance 
Cash - Credit Card - Money Order

Call (781) 485-0588 
Deadline : Monday, 12 noon

REVERE - Furnished 
room available. 
Shared kitchen & 
bath. 10 min. walk 
to Beachmont T & 
ocean. Laundry in 
bldg. $800/month. 
Call 339-224-3839
10/13

ROOM FOR 
RENT

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588
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All real estate advertising in this  
newspaper is subject to the Federal 

Fair Housing Act of 1968, which 
makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial status 
(number of children and or preg-
nancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any inten-
tion to make any such preference, 

limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly 

accept any advertising for real 
estate that is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 

informed that all dwellings adver-
tising in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain about discrimi-

nation call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 

“ HUD” toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. For the N.E. area, call HUD 

at 617-565-5308. The toll free 
number for the hearing impaired 

is 1-800-927-9275.

FHAP AGENCIES &OTHER STATE/ 
LOCAL REFERRAL AGENCIES
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For Advertising Rates, Call 781-485-0588

The City of Boston reminds you:

The legal drinking age is 21.

Thanks for not providing
alcohol to teens.

WWW.DONTSERVETEENS.GOVProudly sponsored by The Patrón Spirits Company.

BUYER 1          SELLER                       ADDRESS               PRICE  
Li, Jennifer           West Block LLC 20 5th St #2H                  $779,025
Shannon, Michael H Smith, Ashley 57 Bartlett St #4             $695,000
Vrubel, Maryana 41-43 Brighton Street 41 Brighton St #41          $760,001
Alexander, Brooke Zappin, Greg            270 Bunker Hill St #1       $555,000
Kavanaugh, Peter T        Germanese, Joseph    41 Green St #2               $1,210,000
Kinneen, Terrence      24 Lyndeboro LLC 24 Lyndeboro St               $1,060,000
Taggart-Schock, Peter     Carraroe LLC 4 Marshall Pl                $705,000
Murphy, James F      Valianatos, Peter J      83 Russell St              $1,299,000

r e a l  E s t a t e  tr a n s f e r s

Elite
253 Main St. • Charlestown • 617-241-5566

www.c21elite.com
Sales • Rentals • Free Market Analysis

Certified Buyer Agents

By John Lynds 

The Charlestown COVID posi-
tive test rate increased a whopping 
91 percent between September 13 
and September 20 but has since 
come down.

 According to the weekly 
report released Monday by the 
Boston Public Health Commission 
(BPHC), 685 Charlestown resi-
dents were tested and 3.8 percent 
were found to be positive--a 9.5 
percent decrease from the 4.2 per-
cent that tested positive between 
September 13 and September 20. 

Citywide, the weekly posi-
tive test rate also decreased and 
dropped 27 percent last week. 
According to the BPHC 24,203 
residents were tested and 3 percent 
were COVID positive--this was a 
27 percent decrease from the 4.1 

percent reported by the BPHC on 
Sept. 20. 

Thirty additional Charlestown 
residents tested positive for the 
virus since September 20 and the 
number of positive cases increased 
to 1,631 overall since the start of 
the pandemic.

The statistics released by 
the BPHC as part of its weekly 
COVID19 report breaks down 
the number of cases and infection 
rates in each neighborhood. It also 
breaks down the number of cases 
by age, gender and race.

Citywide positive cases of coro-
navirus increased 1 percent since 
Sept. 20 and went from 79,268 
cases to 80,242 confirmed cases in 
a week. There were five additional 
deaths in Boston from the virus 
in the past week and the total 
COVID deaths is now at 1,423. 

Charlestown’s weekly COVID 
positive test rate decreases

The Baker-Polito Adminis-
tration filed legislation to improve 
the occupational licensing pro-
cess for certain professions for 
military families transferring to 
Massachusetts. The legislation 
would help facilitate license por-
tability for military families trans-
ferring to military installations 
in Massachusetts by entering the 
Commonwealth into a series of 
interstate licensure compacts and 
other agreements.

“This legislation will help the 
Commonwealth further improve 
and streamline the process for mil-
itary families who are looking to 
transfer their professional licenses 
to Massachusetts,” said Governor 
Charlie Baker. “Our adminis-
tration is committed to helping 
these military families successfully 
resettle in the Commonwealth, 
and these steps will ensure that 
military families who are making 
Massachusetts their new home 
will have an easier time in keep-
ing their professional licenses 
and maintaining that source of 
income.”

“Massachusetts has a long 

history of supporting the many 
military veterans and their fam-
ilies here who have made diffi-
cult sacrifices during their ser-
vice,” said Lt. Governor Karyn 
Polito. “That support includes 
prioritizing professional licenses 
for incoming families, and this 
bill removes additional barriers 
to household stability and civil-
ian careers for those transferring 
to military installations in the 
Commonwealth.”

The legislation would imple-
ment recommendations made 
by the Division of Occupational 
Licensure (DOL), formerly the 
Division of Professional Licensure, 
in accordance with Executive 
Order 593, signed by Governor 
Baker in February 2021. The 
Executive Order directed the 
DOL to study interstate compacts 
and similar agreements relative to 
licensure for professions licensed 
by five boards under DOL’s pur-
view. The professions covered 
by this order were identified by 
the Air Force and Department 
of Defense and include physical 
therapists (and physical therapy 

assistants); accountants; engineers; 
psychologists; and barbers and 
cosmetologists.

Upon implementation of this 
bill, Massachusetts will be able to 
participate in the Nurse Licensure 
Compact, the Physical Therapy 
Compact, and the Psychology 
Interjurisdictional Compact 
(PSYPACT). The participation in 
these compacts allows qualified 
practitioners from member states 
to obtain the ability to practice in 
Massachusetts via a streamlined 
process, which reduces regulatory 
burdens for these professionals 
while also enhancing access to 
care for the consumer. In turn, 
Massachusetts licensees would 
also benefit from the ability to 
practice in other states that are 
part of the compacts.

“Behind each of the 
Commonwealth’s six military 
installations are dedicated men 
and women serving their nation 
and providing for their families,” 
said Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Mike 
Kennealy. “These military instal-
lations drive significant economic 

activity, and by simplifying the 
process of transferring profession-
al licenses, we can increase our 
support for military families relo-
cating to Massachusetts by mak-
ing it easier for those family mem-
bers holding professional licenses 
to continue their careers.”

“The DOL continues to prior-
itize professional licenses for mil-
itary personnel and their spouses 
and is committed to improving the 
licensee experience,” said Division 
of Occupational Licensure 
Commissioner Layla D’Emilia. 
“The addition of interstate com-
pacts, streamlined DOL web 
resources for military-connected 
applicants, and appointment of 
dedicated staff to support these 
applicants helps to further ease the 
process for military family relocat-
ing to Massachusetts.”

“This effort reflects the mis-
sion and effectiveness of the 
Commonwealth’s Military Asset 
and Security Strategy Task Force 
(MASS-TF) in protecting and 
strengthening our military installa-
tions,” said John Beatty, Executive 
Director of the MASS-TF. “Led 

by the Governor’s team, we have 
worked across the Baker-Polito 
Administration and with our 
state legislators, installation lead-
ers, our Mass National Guard, 
and directly with the Department 
of Defense, the Air Force, and 
Army to ensure we arrived at the 
right initiative that will ensure 
Massachusetts remains a welcom-
ing place for service members and 
their families.”

This bill seeks to build on pre-
viously enacted laws, including 
Valor Act I (2012) and Valor Act 
II (2014), that assist and sup-
port military families returning 
from active duty, or relocating to 
Massachusetts.

The Commonwealth remains 
a leader in professional licensure, 
ensuring that licensees receive 
proper training to practice in their 
field safely and competently. This 
legislation to join interstate com-
pacts will not only assist the mili-
tary community and licensees, but 
the citizens of the Commonwealth 
will have increased access to the 
best healthcare available.

baker-Polito administration files legislation to further support military families transferring to mass.
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“I almost wish I didn’t hire Jillian and 
Steve to sell my place in Charlestown. 
They did such an amazing job and 
now I am living in the burbs. I’d never 
recommend leaving Charlestown, but 
if you must, I’d definitely recommend 
having these two sell your place.”

— Adam Hawk, Co-Owner Monument 
Restaurant & Tavern

Sunday’s 13th Annual 
Charlestown Candelight Vigil  
was marked by singing perfor-
mances by Christian Assembly’s 
Robin Tagliferro and Cassady 
Sullivan, a reflection by Coalition 
Program Manager and event orga-
nizer Shannon Lundin-White, and 
poem titled ‘We light this candle 
for you’ by Ronnie Doe.

The event is held every 
September as part of Recovery 
Month. The purpose of the Vigil is 
to remember those who lost their 
battle with drugs and alcohol and 
to give hope to those still strug-
gling with addiction.

So many in Charlestown who 
have been lost to the opiate epi-
demic. As the candles burned on, 
a professional video with photos 
of those lost played for nearly 15 
minutes of song dedicated to all 
those we miss dearly.

Robin Tagliferro and Cassady 
Sullivan sang songs of remem-
brance.

ANNUAL CHARLESTOWN CANDLELIGHT VIGIL AT THE CHARLESTOWN PEACE PARK

Shannon Lundin addresses the 
crowd. Some of the those attending pictured above.


