
By Seth Daniel

The new affordable housing 
developer proposed for the Zelma 
Lacey reconfiguration said this 
week that they intend to move 
slowly and carefully coordinate 
third-party services with existing 
residents of the Zelma as they 
embark on a long process.

Michael Mattos, executive 
director of Affordable Housing 
Services Collaborative (AHSC), 
said they are excited to partner 
with Peabody Resident Services to 
bring the new project to bear over 
the next two years – going from a 
licensed assisted living property to 
a 48-unit 100 percent affordable 
senior housing model.

“Zelma is a distressed asset,” he 
said. “The whole economic model 
didn’t work for the current owner 
and wouldn’t work for any own-
ership there. We want to come in 
and repurpose the model to make 
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Who needs candy when you can have carrots? One big Easter Bunny 
exchanges a rabbit’s favorite – carrots – with a younger Easter Bunny. 
The effort was part of the Charlestown Mother’s Association (CMA) 
‘Bunny Box’ distribution last Saturday on Main Street and Monument 
Street. Not able to have the traditional CMA Egg Hunt, the group dis-
tributed Bunny Boxes, while Christ Church Charlestown donated Egg 
Hunt Kits. See Pages 8 and 9 for more photos.

By Seth Daniel

Already sitting in the corner 
office and being the first African 
American and woman to lead the 
City, Acting Mayor Kim Janey 
released a video at 6 a.m. on 
Tuesday morning to official-
ly announce she would be run-
ning for mayor in the September 
Preliminary Election.

She joins five other candidates 
who have already announced a 
run for mayor in what will sure-
ly be a very crowded ballot in 
September, assuming everyone 
running gets the required signa-
tures to be placed for consider-
ation on the ballot.

In the three-minute video, Janey 
stressed, “we can’t go back, we 
can only go better.”

“The work to address the chal-
lenges we face from COVID-19 
and the racial inequalities that 
have been inherited from centu-
ries of structural racism will take 
longer than a few months to 
change,”  she said in a statement 

during her announcement.  “It is 
going to take fearless leadership, 
bold action and a commitment 
to doing the hard work to make 
Boston the equitable city our res-

Acting Mayor Janey 
launches campaign 
for four-year term

Acting Mayor Kim Janey – the 
former Council President – 
announced on Tuesday that she 
will officially join the race for 
mayor.

By Seth Daniel

The Boston Civic Design 
Commission (BCDC) approved 
the Bunker Hill Housing 
Redevelopment (BHHR) Phase 1 
– consisting of two buildings and 
public realm improvements – by a 
vote of 9-0 on Tuesday evening, in 
the face of growing support from 
those testifying and despite contin-
ued calls by tree advocates to delay 
the project.

The approval was the final bar-
rier to moving ahead with con-
struction on Phase 1, which con-
sists of the 250-unit mixed-income 
building F and the six-story all-af-
fordable building M. 

“This is an historic public-pri-
vate partnership for Boston in 
every way,” said Adelaide Grady, 

executive director of the Bunker 
redevelopment project. “The cre-
ation of new replacement pub-
lic housing and new market rate 
units will achieve exemplary stan-
dards for environmental justice 
and sustainability along with vast 
improvements to the site with 
new parks, tree-lined streets and 
retail.  Thank you to the strong 
voices of the CRA, Turn-it-
Around, Charlestown communi-
ty and elected officials for their 
input over the last several years, 
all which is now reflected in one 
collaborative vision. We look for-
ward to bringing new homes to 
the families who have waited far 
too long.”

While design and architecture 

Proposed 
developer for 
Zelma Lacey 
just starting 
conversations

‘BUNNY BOX’ DISTRIBUTION 

The U12 Townie girls celebrate their league championship win on the ice following the 4-2 victory on 
Saturday over Mass Bay Warriors in Watertown. Coaches praised the team for gelling and getting better 
through the months, and were simply grateful for being able to finish out the season in the COVID era of 
uncertainty. See story on Page 4.

U12 CHAMPIONS Bunker Hill development clears 
final BCDC hurdle on Phase 1

(BCDC Pg. 4)

(Janey Pg. 4)
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By State Rep. Dan Ryan and       

Councilor Lydia Edwards

A significant amount of dis-
cussion has taken place in the 
last month regarding the Bunker 
Hill housing redevelopment. 
While some residents have asked 
to extend the review process in 
an effort to preserve and protect 
Charlestown’s tree canopy on the 
site; others support the plan and 
agree the best option is to move 
forward to improve the living 
conditions of this aging develop-
ment and revitalize the area. We 
can bridge the divide within our 
community by focusing efforts on 
tangible solutions to earnest ques-
tions as they arise. This process 
has allowed us to do this.

Numerous meetings were held 
with stakeholders regarding this 
process and all perspectives were 
given careful consideration. A 
distinct commonality emerged 
following these discussions: we 
all care deeply for the future of 
Charlestown. In fact, we agree 
with one another more than we 
disagree.

We have some suggestions on 
how we can work together to 
achieve both housing justice and 
environmental justice without sac-
rificing one for the other:

•First, Leggatt McCall should 
do their best to maintain as many 
trees as possible without delaying 
phase one. This is a standard they 
can aspire to and we can continue 
to hold them accountable in order 
to meet this standard.

They must also prioritize 
installing mature trees in the early 
phases of construction. We have 
seen this before at the Encore 
Casino where a tree farm was 
utilized to incorporate older and 
larger trees. There are multiple 
funding streams Leggatt McCall 
can consider in order to make a 
true financial commitment and 
ensure mature trees are replaced. 
Leggat McCall should also assist 
the City of Boston in its “Urban 
Forest” plan.

•Second, we need to continue 
monitoring the extent of the tree 
canopy in order to hold the devel-
oper accountable. This must be 
done by an arborist or tree expert 
whose perspective is neutral. We 
believe the City can put out an 
RFP in a fair and consistent way 
that is without conflict or ques-
tionable intent.

•Finally, we would like to pro-
vide an opportunity for the youth 
of Charlestown to lead on this 
issue. We could establish an envi-
ronmental justice youth corps for 
the entire one square mile. This 
idea has been presented to all 
stakeholders and met with great 
enthusiasm.

The youth in Charlestown have 
proven their capabilities through 
their stewardship of the Peace 
Park and activism on the Bunker 
Hill IAG. They’ve already rolled 
up their sleeves and invested 
energy in ensuring Charlestown 
remains a vibrant and inclusive 
neighborhood for all.  We want 
to amplify their voice not just for 
the development but for all of 
Charlestown.

In other words, the youth can 
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Guest Op-Ed

Let the Youth Speak for Trees

GET THE VACCINE
For the vast majority of people, getting a COVID-19 vaccine as soon 

as they are eligible is a no-brainer.
COVID-19 not only has a high death rate for older persons and those 

with underlying health conditions, but it also has been shown to have 
serious after-effects for young, healthy people who experienced only mild 
symptoms when they contracted the disease.

The ramifications of the health consequences for the so-called COVID 
long-haulers promises to adversely impact the lives of millions of Amer-
icans, as well as burden our society and health care system, for years to 
come.

However, despite the obvious health risks posed by COVID-19, many 
of our fellow citizens say they will refuse to get the vaccine. No doubt 
many of those who tell a pollster that they will not get a vaccine are 
doing so just to be contrarian. In the end, they will get a vaccine.

But unquestionably there are segments of society on all sides of the 
political spectrum who are opposed to the idea of vaccinations.

In our view, vaccine-hesitancy in the face of a world-wide pandemic is 
both inexplicable and sad. 

It is inexplicable because the benefits of vaccination are so clear. There 
is every reason to get it and absolutely no reason to oppose it.

But it also is sad because the vaccine-hesitancy movement shows that 
so many of our fellow Americans are susceptible these days to rumors, 
misinformation, and conspiracy theories to the detriment of their own 
health and that of their loved ones.

The COVID-19 vaccines are a modern scientific miracle. They rep-
resent the best avenue of protection for individuals, as well as the only 
chance for society to overcome the pandemic in order to return our econ-
omy to normal. 

In addition, with early trials showing that the vaccines are 100 percent 
safe and effective for older children, a vaccination program for children 
will assure that our schools can reopen safely. In our view, a COVID-19 
vaccine should be required for all children as a condition for returning 
to school, similar to the requirement that children be vaccinated against 
other diseases.

We urge all of our readers to get the vaccine as soon as they are eligible 
under state guidelines.

And to those who have some degree of vaccine-hesitancy for them-
selves or their children -- please stop listening to those wacky and ill-in-
formed opinions on social media.

ROYAL FAMILY,               
COMMON PROBLEMS

On a certain level, it is easy to dismiss the recent interview of Prince 
Harry and Meghan Markle as frivolous and irrelevant to the lives of the 
rest of us. To most Americans, the concept of a royal family is a joke to 
begin with, an anachronism of history.

On the other hand, there were certain aspects of the interview that 
made the travails faced by Harry and Meghan all too real -- and extreme-
ly relevant to the 21st century.

The revelation that Meghan contemplated suicide, but received no 
mental health support among the royal family because it would make 
them “look bad,” was shocking, but it is something to which ordinary 
families can relate.

Mental health problems still carry a stigma in society at-large. If noth-
ing else, Meghan Markle’s willingness to discuss her issues hopefully will 
serve as an inspiration both to those suffering from depression (among 
other mental health illnesses) and their families to seek help in the same 
way that we do for physical health issues before it is too late.

Then of course, there was the discussion of race, which demonstrat-
ed just how deeply embedded racism remains in every strata of society 
across the globe in 2021.

The concept of royalty may be a bunch of nonsense, but the issues 
of mental health and racism are not and we are grateful that Harry and 
Meghan were willing to share their personal and painful experiences to 
shed light on these matters that bear relevance to everybody, regardless 
of social status.
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Letters to the Editor CLERGY VIEWPOINT
From the Charlestown Clergy Association

Starlight
By Very Reverend James Ronan, VF – Pastor, St. Mary-St. Catherine of Siena Parish

ZELMA LACEY HOUSE 
TO TRANSITION AWAY 
FROM ASSISTED 
LIVING MODEL

To the Editor,
What a sad surprise to read the 

article in the April 1 issue of the 
Patriot-Bridge.

My mom lived at Zelma Lacey 
for six years. She moved in when 
she was 86. She was confined 
to a wheelchair and was fortu-
nate to have her very own wheel-
chair-equipped  studio apartment, 
which included an eye-level stove 
and refrigerator she could readily 
access. Down the hall from her 
apartment is a chapel, where every 
Saturday a priest came to say 
Mass. Billy Boyle did the readings. 
Then we ate dinner in the dining 
room. Often during the week, I 
joined my mom for dinner and 
then for a Royalty card game at 
the Country Kitchen outside her 
apartment. It was pleasant to visit 
in such a welcoming, loving place 
where I knew my Mom was being 
well looked after.

My mother told me after she 
moved into Zelma Lacey she’d 

always wanted her own apart-
ment. It seemed fitting that after 
spending her life raising the seven 
of us, then helping my dad in his 
retirement and later in his pass-
ing, her dream would come true. 
It was a challenging adjustment, 
just the same, and I will always 
be grateful to the amazing staff 
at Zelma Lacey and the beautiful 
facility itself.

My mom and Zelma went to 
Charlestown High School and 
Zelma often visited the assist-
ed living.    She saw a need in 
Charlestown for a place such as 
this and worked tirelessly to see 
its fruition. I feel for the families 
who have family members living 
there now and I hope they are very 
well accommodated and cared for, 
as well as the Life Focus members 
who added so much joy, youth, 
and fun to my mom’s life.

Thank you again Zelma Lacey 
House. My gratitude is long over-
due. Thank you Dodie Boyle and 
all the staff working there during 
my mom’s time. You helped us so 
much with everything. 

Helen O’Neil 
Charlestown

Have you ever had the experi-
ence of being outside on a very, 
very dark night with no moon, 
and looking up you saw a sky 
replete with stars – millions and 
millions of stars across the entire 
dome of the sky? It’s an incredi-
bly spectacular view, especially if 
you’re in an area unmarred by city 
lights and polluted air. Those stars, 
we’re told, are more than 25 light 
years away, with each light year 
being comparable to a distance of 
5.8 trillion miles!  One finds men-
tion of the stars in sacred scripture 
at many different moments.  But 
there’s one particular line is Psalm 
147 that always gives me pause.  
It says that God calls each of the 
stars by name.  Imagine that!

Well, it was under such starlight 
of the Jerusalem sky that Mary 
Magdalene set out from her home 
with her friends to the tomb on 
that Sunday morning, arriving just 
as the sun was coming up.  They 
were looking for the body of Jesus, 

but the maker of these named 
stars had been at work.  And the 
one through whom all things were 
made was no longer entombed but 
had risen.  Jesus Christ had risen.  
Jesus Christ is risen

The resurrection of Jesus has 
catapulted the vision and plan 
that God has for the whole of 
the salvation of humankind for 
centuries.   God’s vision for a 
world of peace that goes beyond 
the absence of war.  It is a vision 
of a world that is not divided or 
divisive; a world in which there is 
no hunger or poverty and so much 
more wellbeing for all. It’s a world 
that is so much better than the one 
we often find in our life journey 
in these days.  It’s a remarkable 
and unique vision - one that we 
all know about because of the life, 
teaching, death, and resurrection 
of Jesus. 

Yet, it is an elusive vision. A 
dream that we need to continue to 
choose and strive towards though 

we fall short of it often.  Yes, it 
can be frustrating and we can get 
discouraged, yet it is a dream and 
a vision that we know about and 
desire, as imperfect as our efforts 
may be, because we sometimes 
savor it when we come together in 
mutually beneficial ways in rela-
tionships, in friendships, in fami-
lies, in parishes, in communities, 
and in neighborhoods. God’s plan 
for us is embodied in the hope 
that all of evil and the pathway 
forward from evil is conquered in 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

Recently, Pope Francis pub-
lished an encyclical entitled, 
Fratelli Tutti (we are all sisters 
and brothers). In it, he speaks 
about the common heritage of all 
humankind as sisters and broth-
ers.  It’s a simple truth although it’s 
hard for us to even appreciate its 
full impact.  We are all the same.  
We are all the work of God’s 

By James Medeiros

What’d ya say? Can you speak 
louder?! That’s what it’s like try-
ing to have a conversation when 
walking up Lowney Way by Peace 
Park.  The noise coming off the 
Tobin Bridge can be deafening.  
I find myself searching for small 
spaces of relative quiet to get a few 
words in before the next sound 
assault is volleyed in the direction 
of Bunker Hill. 

If you’re like most people, 
you’ll pause a conversation until 
you reach the tranquility of the 
Training Field, escape up a block 
like Mount Vernon or walk deeper 
into the Navy Yard.  For those liv-
ing by the Tobin it’s something you 
learn to live with, just accept the 
reality of noise pollution created 
by a bridge bisecting a community 
with seemingly little regard for 
nearby residents.  

The issue has become worse 
since the pandemic or maybe I’m 
just home more often to take 
in the acoustic nightmare.  Less 
traffic means higher speeds for 
bouncing empty dump trucks rat-
tling over metal bridge expansion 

strips, more of “The Fast and 
Furious” inspired after-market car 
exhausts speeding to nowhere and 
an unwelcomed spring addition 
of motorcycles firing out of the 
lower-level tunnel with unconscio-
nable reverberation.  But the King 
George of obnoxious noise has to 
be the ROAR of semi-truck Jake 
Braking.  I’m sure you’d recog-
nize the sound if you heard it, a 
pulsating machine-gun-like-pop of 
exhaust that blasts the neighbor-
hood about 35 times each week-
day.  I know because I’ve counted 
on more than one occasion. 

Most people are aware noise 
pollution is annoying and a grow-
ing urban issue.  Simply put it’s 
a human hazard.  Many are sur-
prised to learn about the mounting 
evidence that links noise to harm-
ful physiologic effects including 
hypertension, ischemic heart dis-
ease, cognitive impairment in chil-
dren and sleep disturbances. When 
viewed from this perspective, noise 
pollution is not merely a nuisance 
but a public health concern.  You 
can pile that nugget on top of the 
already well-documented health 

consequences of air pollution cre-
ated by transportation emissions. 

With the confluence of 
the Bunker Hill Housing 
Redevelopment (BHHR) and 
reconstruction of Peace Park using 
a $500K grant, an opportunity 
exists to highlight and address 
the neglected noise issue.  The 
7-10 story BHHR buildings along 
Decatur Street will likely be at 
eye-level or above the bridge spans 
which is bad news for the folks liv-
ing in those apartments.  Monthly 
Peace Park meetings hosted by the 
Charlestown Coalition on topics 
like “Race and Equity” require a 
microphone and speaker.  Think 
about that for a moment, you 
can’t hold critically important dis-
cussions in a public space without 
sound amplification.  We should 
no longer accept the status quo 
or “It is what it is” mentality 
concerning the conspicuous Tobin 
Bridge noise pollution.   

	So, what can be done?  We can 
start by prohibiting Jake braking 
on the bridge with clearly posted 
signage and ticketed enforcement.  
You may have already seen signs 

in other communities banning the 
practice of “Jaking.” Jake brakes 
use the pressure produced by 
engine combustion to slow down 
the vehicle.  Truckers preferen-
tially use this method to save on 
maintenance costs associated with 
the wear and tear of tradition-
al brake pads.  Jaking augments 
traditional braking especially for 
heavier trucks moving at higher 
speeds.  However, many trucks 
don’t Jake.  When traffic is free 
flowing, almost no truck follows 
the poorly posted speed limit of 
45mph.  That’s right, the bridge 
speed limit is 45mph and trucks 
ought to travel slower to avoid use 
of Jake Brakes.   

	Secondly, to address all the 
remaining complexities of sound 
pollution, the MassDOT should 
add the Tobin to its existing noise 
abatement program for review 
(“To be Studied”).  The MassDOT 
then can conduct a comprehensive 
evaluation to measure the impact 
of the noise on our community 
and what can be done to mitigate 
the disturbance in a cost-effective 
manner.  On first blush, engi-

neering controls such as sound 
absorbing barriers seem feasible 
along Lowney Way/Peace Park to 
attenuate the amplification, rever-
beration, and reflections of sound 
as northbound traffic exits the 
tunnel.  

	We see these sound barriers 
erected in affluent suburban com-
munities with far less population 
density and further away from 
the highway sources.  Kudos to 
the Chelsea Council President Roy 
Avellaneda who fought for the 
permanent barriers now newly in 
place along the S-curves in Chelsea.  
The time has come to stop ignor-
ing the noise pollution permeating 
up our city blocks, into our homes 
and parks.  Although technically 
challenging, it can be done for 
Charlestown with a focused pur-
pose, perseverance, partnerships 
and leadership.  Otherwise, don’t 
expect to hear the midnight ride of 
Paul Revere without a microphone 
and speaker.

For more information about 
sound mitigation efforts related to 
the Tobin Bridge contact: medeir-
jm@gmail.com.

Guest Op-Ed

It’s too loud in Charlestown

(Viewpoint Pg. 7)
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BCDC  (from pg. 1)

Staff Report

The Charlestown Youth 
Hockey Association (CYHA) 
brought home one championship 
to the Town last Saturday as the 
U12 girls team beat the Mass 
Bay Warriors, 4-2, in Watertown 
to claim the Middlesex Yankee 
League North title – a fitting end 
to a season that saw the team log 
a 17-8-3 record.

The game was close for a good 
portion of the first two periods, 
with Mass Bay striking first and 
fast on the Townies. However, as 
has been the routine for the scrap-
py Townie girls, they pulled sur-
plus energy out for the third peri-
od – especially in one exchange 
where they scored two goals in 

about one minute. That took them 
from losing 2-1, to suddenly being 
up 3-2.

Julia Lambert scored two goals, 
Abby Deroeve hit one goal and 
Estelle Corbitt hit the first goal 
early on. Goalie Erin Alves logged 
a great game with dozens of saves 
and really shut off the net down 
the stretch.

Coaches John Sutich, Anthony 
Alves and Joe Deroeve said every 
member of the 18-girl team had 
improved significantly over the 
year and gelled in the final months 
as a cohesive squad.

•SQUIRT 4 BOYS IN THE 
HUNT

The Squire 4 boys’ team is the 
top-seeded team in their Valley 
Hockey League division After a 

bye in the first round, the team 
easily took care of Brookline, 
3-1, in Lawrence on Saturday. 
Now, they move to facing CM 
Revolution on April 10 for the 
National Division championship. 
If they win, they will move on to 
the overall championship game 
against the American Division 
winner on Sunday, April 11, in 
Malden. Stay tuned to this stellar 
team.

They are the final team compet-
ing in the program this year, with 
all other teams now having ended 
their 2020-21 campaigns.

•U10s and U14s FALL
The talented U10 girls team 

fell 2-1 to Allston-Brighton on 
Friday, April 2, in a close contest 
at Watertown. They finish second 

in league play in the Middlesex 
Yankee East, and had an overall 
record of 10-13-3.

Meanwhile, the U14s met 
their nemesis Andover in the U14 
Middlesex Yankee North final on 
Saturday in Watertown, and fell 
in a close 3-2 contest. The teams 
had battled it out all year in league 
play, with Andover finishing in 
first place for the season play – 
beating Charlestown in February 
and tying the Townies in March. It 
was an epic battle for an extreme-
ly talented team that next year 
will return even stronger with a 
super-deep lineup that will likely 
contend for State Championship 
honors. For this season, the team 
had an excellent run of 12-6-6.

•THREE LOSE CLOSE ONES 

ON BOYS SIDE
Three of the boys teams were 

also active last weekend, and hit 
a roadblock to end their very suc-
cessful seasons. First, the Bantam 
team faced off against a talented 
Needham team in a #2 vs. #3 
battle on Saturday in Malden. The 
game remained close but Needham 
pulled away 4-2 in the end.

The top-seeded Pee Wee 2 team 
took a tough loss, 3-2, against 
#5 seeded Parkway on Saturday 
in Hockeytown. Meanwhile, the 
talented Squirt 2 team met their 
match in the semi-final game 
in Revere on Saturday against 
Everett/Revere – losing 5-2 to 
end an amazing playoff run that 
included knocking off #1 Belmont 
on March 28.

Charlestown Youth Hockey brings home a championship, one still in the hunt

are usually the hotbed of discus-
sion at the BCDC, the BHHR 
brought to the review board the 
issue of tree removal and perhaps 
made that aspect of design more 
important now citywide.

However, the unfortunate 
underbelly of the debate in the 
neighborhood was that it ended 
up pitting public housing residents 
and long-time neighbors desperate 
for new housing – some of whom 
had already been relocated out of 
the neighborhood – against tree 
advocates – a majority of whom 
didn’t live in or abutting the proj-
ect and sought to delay the start. 
That resulted in a number of con-
tentious meetings featuring harsh 
words, carefully crafted slights and 
outright insults at times.

Tuesday’s BCDC meeting was 
much more tame in respect to the 
debate, but while it did approve 
the housing development, it also 
didn’t push the tree issue to the 
side.

Member Deneen Crosby said 
that over the six years of planning 
and review on the project, the 
information that has come in the 
last year of debate and discus-

sion has re-shaped how planning 
should go in the future.

“I think there is a lot of infor-
mation that came into the project 
after much work was done that 
has made this a better project,” 
she said. “I feel with all the infor-
mation we have now, a fresh look 
on the rest of the project would 
be a good idea. We have all the 
information on things and an open 
space plan…If there’s something 
worth preserving and it can be 
incorporated in the plan, I want 
to hear more of that…I’d be sup-
portive of suggesting that all work 
like this be looked at more before 
the project comes back for another 
phase…I just think we might end 
up in a slightly different position 
if we take what we know now and 
look at it again.”

For Chair Andrea Leers, two 
public comments stood out to her 
from Tuesday.

Resident Dan Jaffe said the 
design of the buildings didn’t get 
the review it needed due to the 
heavy talk of trees.

“I’m really concerned that while 
trees are important, it has caused 
us to lose focus on the structures, 

which are permanent,” he said. 
“Trees can be improved on and 
buildings cannot. These designs 
are not interesting and they need 
character.”

Meanwhile, Leers also high-
lighted the comments of Tess 
O’Brien, and indicated that her 
idea of trees as a design restriction 
might be a pattern going forward 
citywide.

“I would like to have explored 
this ahead of time so we’re not put 
in a bind in future phases,” she 
said. “I think mature trees should 
be viewed as a design constraint 
and not an after-thought.”

Leers said those comments 
shaped her opinion on the matter, 
and stressed that future phases 
would be shaped with those sen-
timents in mind – and perhaps in 
projects beyond Bunker Hill.

“We will be coming back block 
by block for each remaining por-
tion of the development,” she said.

Member Linda Easterley said 
the tree canopy discussion was 
important, but the need for hous-
ing outweighed stopping the proj-
ect to design around trees. She said 
the discussion had at the BCDC 

has resulted in a better indoor and 
outdoor environment.

Councilor Lydia Edwards and 
State Rep. Dan Ryan submitted a 
letter of support for the approv-
al on Tuesday, while also calling 
for the developer to adopt more 
thought and action on trees in the 
development and overall neigh-
borhood.

“I will never assume any ill 
will from anyone because they are 
passionate about an issue,” she 
said. “I do also believe it’s time to 
land this plane and advocate for 
an increase and preservation of the 
tree canopy while also moving for-
ward on Phase 1 of the project.”

Tree Advocate Johanna Hynes 
said the vote should be delayed, 
and indicated a crime was being 
committed against the residents of 
Bunker Hill – and she also indi-
cated she had done interviews in 
the development and no one knew 
about what was going on.

David Meshoulam, of Speak 
for the Trees, advocated to adopt 
a four-point plan for the trees 
in the development – including a 
detailed Master Plan and having 
an arborist on duty at all times 

during construction.
Several residents of the develop-

ment – officers of the Charlestown 
Residents Alliance (CRA) – testi-
fied that they wanted to save trees 
where possible, but housing was 
critical due to the poor conditions 
they live in and the more than 
100 families that have already 
been relocated in preparation for 
Phase 1.

“I have lived here for 26 years 
and I am tired, tired of living 
the way we live in buildings that 
have deteriorated beyond repair,” 
she said. “This is a once in a 
generation opportunity to build 
this neighborhood in the right 
way regardless of income, class 
or race.”

In the end, the BCDC vote did 
include a proviso that the devel-
oper continue to look carefully at 
saving every existing tree possible 
in Phase 1, and that future phases 
that come back to the BCDC 
would continue this same conver-
sation.

idents want, need and deserve. 
I am 100 percent committed to 
leading this change.”

The video was filmed in her 
Roxbury neighborhood, in 
Nubian Square, on the bus and at 
City Hall. It recounts the past and 
present individuals who blazed the 
trail to her announcement — Mel 
King, Melnea Cass, Bruce Bolling, 
Ayanna Pressley, Rachael Rollins 
and many others. In her own 
words, Janey then tells her story 

and the story of Boston — the 
challenges the city faces and her 
commitment to building a more 
equitable city for every resident.

“You’ve heard the problems,” 
she said in the video. “It’s a broken 
record. Affordable Housing isn’t 
actually affordable. Deep racial 
inequities. The median net worth 
for white Bostonians is $247,000. 
For Black folks it’s eight. Eight 
Dollars. It’s all centuries in the 
making. But women —  Black 

women — have been stepping up 
to do the work, and we’re win-
ning. They’re inspiring little girls 
and boys everywhere, including 
my own grandkids. And my life’s 
work, from education advocacy 
to leading the City Council, has 
been centered around making sure 
every child has the opportunity to 
learn and succeed in a more just 
city than the one I grew up in.”

Janey recalled being part of 
the desegregation of schools era, 

and the pitfalls of being bused to 
attend the Edwards Middle School 
in Charlestown when she was 11, 
before joining the Metco program 
in high school and graduating 
from Reading High School as one 
of only two Black students in her 
class.

“I was part of desegregation 
busing,” she said. “Eleven years 
old having rocks and racial slurs 
thrown at me. I’ve been at the 
center of Boston history. The bad 

and the good. I’m ready to lead 
our city. To listen. To collaborate. 
To fight this pandemic and the 
racial and economic inequalities 
that COVID only worsened.”

She said the pandemic is an 
opportunity to change the City 
into a more just place to live for 
everyone.

“We can’t go back, we can only 
go better,” she concluded.

Janey  (from pg. 1)
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it sustainable economically. Our 
new goal as to the services side 
is not to let services slip through 
the cracks. We don’t want to flip 
the light switch tomorrow and 
it begins. We’re talking 12 to 18 
months. This is a long conversa-
tion. It had to start somewhere. 
We started conversations a couple 
of weeks ago with residents and 
families.

“We are only in early con-
versations here,” he continued. 
“You don’t have to do anything 
now. You don’t have to move 
now. It sounds scary but we will 
work with everyone to keep them 
informed.”

He said beginning that con-
versation has been scary for a lot 
of folks, but they have started 
the process very early to make 
sure people are re-assured that 
they can stay and have person-

alized services – yet live in an 
updated unit with a kitchen that 
functions independently. He said 
Peabody Resident Services would 
coordinate caregivers and provid-
er services while AHSC would be 
the owner and developer of the 
property. 

“The way I am approaching 
this is right now is the services 
wouldn’t be different for residents, 
but it’s that they would be deliv-
ered differently,” he said. “The 
current services would be provided 
by staff at the facility until the 
transition occurs. Between now 
and then there will be lots of meet-
ings as a group and individually 
with families to come up with a 
plan for each household and fami-
ly and develop a personal plan for 
services.”

Mattos said there are 66 units 
in Zelma, but only 42 are now 

occupied. To reconfigure the 
units to be rehabilitated and to 
add kitchens to each, that would 
push the unit count down to 48 
units (nine studios, 38 one-bed-
rooms and one two-bedroom). 
Another major change is that the 
rents won’t be jacked up as is the 
rumor, but in fact the property will 
become more affordable, he said. 
Right now the Zelma is 50 percent 
affordable and 50 percent market 
rate. The new configuration would 
be 100 percent affordable and 
affordability would be in three 
tiers – including 30 percent of 
AMI, 50 percent of AMI and 60 
percent of AMI.

Mattos said the owners of 
Zelma have historically had trou-
ble filling the market rate units 
and that has led to some of the 
shortfalls financially. That would 
all change, he said, under the new 

plan.
“The only time they were 100 

percent full was 18 months after 
they opened,” he said. “They have 
really never been fully occupied 
and have struggled to fill mar-
ket units. It’s been a challenge 
over the years to fill those market 
units. We’re excited to expand that 
affordability and that it will be in 
three different tiers.”

AHSC is a non-profit, afford-
able housing developer that has 
been around for 20 years and has 
had a long, strategic partnership 
with Peabody Properties, Mattos 
said. 

“Ed Fish, who was the Zelma 
developer, was the one that sort 
of helped seed AHSC to get start-
ed in the early days,” he said. 
“There’s no legal affiliation, but 
there’s been a strategic partnership 
for a long time.”

The specialize in developing 
affordable housing for elders, 
youth, families and tend to 
include wrap around services in 
those developments with provid-
ers. Most of those services at their 
other developments have been 
coordinated by Peabody Resident 
Services, much like what is pro-
posed for the reconfigured Zelma.

Finally, Mattos said if any fam-
ily feels the new configuration is 
not for them, he said they will go 
above and beyond to help them 
find the right situation.

“If anyone feels it’s not right for 
their mom or dad and they want 
an assisted living somewhere else 
and not third-party providers, we 
will help them with the cost and 
relocation of that once we get 
there,” he said. “We’re not there 
yet.”

By Seth Daniel

Judge Lisa Grant has now set-
tled in as the First Justice of the 
Charlestown Court, and one of 
her first changes to the long-time 
courthouse on City Square is to 
change the name of the popular 
Drug Court program – renaming 
it Recovery Court with the bless-
ing of advocates and participants.

Seeking to end the stigma relat-
ed to the use of Drug Court for 
what is truly a recovery program, 
Judge Grant agreed with partici-
pants and advocates in granting 
the name change.

“We’re not a drug court,” 
she said. “We’re not using drugs 
or talking about drugs. We’re a 
recovery court and people in it are 
working toward being clean and 
sober. It’s a much more positive 
way to approach this session. The 
former name was condescending 
and kept them in a dark place.”

Judge Grant came to be First 
Justice in Charlestown quietly 
back in July 2020 due to the 
fact that COVID precautions had 
closed down the courthouse and 
its sessions – including Recovery 
Court that has been held on Zoom 
for more than a year now. Long-
time Judge Lawrence McCormick 
had been a retired judge on recall 
for some time, and was not called 
back for the new Fiscal Year in 
July. Judge Grant came over from 
the Central Division of the Boston 
Municipal Court, which serves 
downtown, on a temporary basis 
in July, but was made the perma-
nent First Justice in September. She 
was first appointed to the bench in 

2014 by Gov. Deval Patrick after 
having been a successful criminal 
defense lawyer for more than 30 
years.

“One thing I really like about 
the court is it is a community 
court,” said the judge. “The peo-
ple that utilize the court here, 
whether they are defendants or 
seeking a restraining order or a 
Section 35, they are community 
people. Downtown in the Central 
Division most of the people com-
ing through there were transient 
or visitors or part of the homeless 
community…For that reason, I 
enjoy being here. I can get to 
know people better and have more 
of an impact on their lives than 
downtown.”

Already she has made a few 

cosmetic changes to the court-
house and its offices, but one of 
the first moves she made was 
the name change as the Recovery 
Court is an integral part of the 
Charlestown sessions.

“Part and parcel of the First 
Justice here is to run the Recovery 
Court,” she said. “Previously, I 
had come here as a visiting judge. 
I had some experience with the 
people and providers here.”

That has been a very posi-
tive turn of events, as already 
the Recovery Court advocates 
like Shannon Lundin of the 
Charlestown Coalition are giving 
positive marks for Judge Grant’s 
first moves.

“The more we continue to asso-
ciate shame with Substance Use 
Disorders with the words we use 
the less likely we will change our 
attitudes as a whole and get peo-
ple the help they need,” she said. 
“People living with SUDS aren’t 
bad people trying to get good, 
they are sick people who need 
help to get well.  Changing the 
words we use will help change 
beliefs that addiction is a moral 
failing, instead of what we know 
it to be—a chronic, treatable dis-
ease from which people can recov-
er and continue to lead healthy 
lives.”

Said Recovery Coach Kevin 
O’Brien, “I like the new name; it’s 
gonna take a while to get used to, 
but I like it because it’s positive 
and not negative sounding.”

Recovery Court participant 
Frank Hargett said he felt the 
name change could save lives here.

“I believe changing the name 

from Drug Court to Recovery 
Court is a great idea because it 
sounds a lot less intimidating and 
I wholeheartedly feel just the name 
change itself will save lives,” he 
said. “Recovery Court has been 
a blessing to me and I know that 
this time around I will be more 
focused on the recovery instead of 
the drug.” 

Right now, Recovery Court has 
about 10 participants and a poten-
tial of adding about three more 
people. They all have been meeting 
on Zoom for the most part, and a 
lot of people in Recovery Court 
are doing quite well – though there 
are limitations to the computer 
format. 

Chief Probation Officer 
Michelle Williams said the com-
puter format has been wonderful, 
but it’s hard to detect early signs of 
problems online.

“What we’ve learned is when 
they’re on screen, we are not able 
to detect the early signs of them 
starting to fail like we used to be 
able to do in person,” she said.

While Recovery Court is the 
first step for some changes to a 
Courthouse that hasn’t changed 
much in decades, Judge Grant 
said the biggest thing she wants 
to change is the experience of 
fairness for all who use the court 
– whether for Recovery Court or 
for a criminal proceeding.

“My thought about justice here 
is I want people to come to the 
court and feel they were treated 
fairly – win or lose,” she said. “At 
least they will feel they had respect 
and they will come back to the 
court believing they will be treated 
fairly. I want there to be a positive 
feeling about court and not such 
a fight.”

The Recovery Court team includes Chief Probation Officer Michelle 
Williams, Specialty Court Coordinator Kevin Rainsford, First Justice 
Lisa Grant and Shannon Lundin of the Charlestown Coalition.

New judge at Charlestown Court starts well by renaming popular program

New Charlestown Court First 
Justice Lisa Grant sits in the 
court under a picture of former 
First Justice Mary Brennan. 
Judge Grant has already made an 
applauded move in changing the 
name of Drug Court to Recovery 
Court.

Zelma Lacey  (from pg. 1)
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hands.  God’s fingerprints are on 
each one of us and yet God made 
us to be entirely unique individu-
als.  God’s vision is for each one 
of us to take the thread that is me, 
that is you, and weave it into one 
remarkably united, precious, and 
beautiful tapestry through friend-
ships, families, communities, insti-
tutions of various sorts, workplac-
es, schools, countries and through-
out the world.

This remarkable vision is preg-
nant with hope for us to become 
one, distinct and different as we 
are, into one, integrated, and 
desirable tapestry of life. When 
you look at a tapestry there is so 
much color, variability, and beauty 
to it.  But did you ever look at the 
reverse side of a tapestry?  It’s real-
ly messy.  This is the story of our 
life - weaving that tapestry, that 
beauty that is God’s dream for us 
can be messy but when we choose 
to live it and get a taste of it, it 
spurs us onward. And the pattern 
to create this incredible tapestry is 
found in the person of Jesus – in 
his life, his teachings, his cross, his 
resurrection.  

This spectacular vision can only 
fully come to be if each of us 
chooses to earnestly engage in 
the full practice of love - the 
practice of authentic love.  It’s 
not the superficiality of love that 
we hear about in our culture, the 
totally self-defined and self-refer-
ential and all about self, kind of 

love.  No, truly authentic love is 
pure at its core and includes the 
wellbeing of others.  Because, you 
see, the dream will never come 
true if it’s the “I’m number one” 
kind of love. It’s not about me or 
you, it’s about us, all of us. It’s the 
first person plural that must be 
the operative and defining aspect 
of completing the vision that God 
has for us.   

You know, starlight can some-
times be intoxicating.  It can set 
us off in a dreamy place. Fairy 
tales are told about starlight. But 
starlight is real.  For me, when 
I think about and observe star-
light, it gives me hope because it 
helps me recognize the truth of the 
omnipotence of God, that nothing 
is impossible for God.  With God 
all things are possible – but God 
needs our cooperation to make 
the dream become a reality.  So 
let’s not get stuck and want to give 
up, allowing ourselves to believe 
that our dreams, our political sys-
tems, our health care systems, our 
education systems, sensible immi-
gration policies, work situations 
or our caring for one another are 
impossible to ameliorate. 

That we can be as united as 
we are different is the ultimate 
dream for which each of us long. 
The strength that flows from our 
unity can realize in little and big 
ways the vision God holds for 
humankind.

Are you a healthy man or woman without any chronic illness? Are you age 45 or older?
If yes, you are invited to participate in a research study at the Brigham and Women’s Hospital 
that is looking at the effects of a dietary supplement β-nicotinamide mononucleotide, (a 
dietary component found in various food products) on metabolism, muscle performance, and 
physical function.
• Participation includes up to 12 study visits
• Financial compensation of up to $1700 is provided
• Free parking and meals are also provided.
For more information, please call: 617-525-9193   Or Email: nozimek@bwh.harvard.edu    Or Visit: 

https://rally.partners.org/study/nad_booster • http://hormonesandaging.bwh.harvard.edu/mib/

Clinical Research Study for Healthy 
Men and Women

speak for the trees. We ultimately 
would encourage them to take 
ownership of these efforts because 
they will inherit all of our deci-
sions.

We can provide the necessary 
resources and connect them to 
local environmental non-profits in 
order to be successful. Leggatt 
McCall and other sources should 
provide summer jobs or oppor-
tunities to complete the tree cen-

sus that is desperately needed for 
Charlestown.

We can undertake this challenge 
while also holding the developers 
accountable. We can approach the 
next decade as an opportunity to 
center voices most impacted by 
this development and by encour-
aging the youth to lead the fight 
for a greener Charlestown.

After over four years of plan-
ning, it’s time for us to move 

forward. Over 100 families have 
left Charlestown in the hopes of 
returning in the near future. We 
intend for those families to come 
home as quickly as possible and 
without delay.

Let’s work together as a com-
munity and do so in good faith.

Councilor Lydia Edwards and 
State Representative Dan Ryan 
are the elected representatives for 
Charlestown.

By Seth Daniel

The blockbuster case now 
in Superior Court before Judge 
William Young had a hearing on 
Tuesday in the case, and Judge 
Young has said he would rule 
some time by mid-April to allow 
for the school assignment process 
to move forward in some fashion 
– but within that hearing on large 
law firm arguing for the tempo-
rary system says Boston’s changing 
demographics support their claim.

Brown Rudnick law firm has 
signed on to represent a plethora 
of organizations and civil rights 
groups that are supporting the plan 
that looks to achieve socio-eco-
nomic diversity in the three exam 
schools via using zip codes across 
the city and their corresponding 
median income – as well as school-
age population while eliminating 
the exam school test for this year 
only. That sparked a lawsuit from 
14 families in West Roxbury and 
Chinatown known as the Boston 
Parent Coalition for Academic 
Excellence Corp. and represented 
by Attorney William Hurd. They 
claim the zip code method is a 
proxy for race-based admissions 
and discrimination against Asian 
American and white students.

Brown Rudnick Attorney Brian 
Alosco has filed an interesting 
amicus brief in the case that is one 
of several being considered, but it’s 
focusing on the fact that there is a 
new Boston that has changed so 

much since this argument started 
many years ago – when he says the 
City was much more segregated.

“Their understanding of 
Boston’s neighborhoods focuses 
on what happened in the 20th 
Century in Boston, but present day 
Boston isn’t what it used to look 
like,” he said. “Even in a certain 
zip code there is now diversity of 
race and socio-economic status…
To say it’s about race just is not 
accurate.”

One of the examples Alosco’s 
brief has cited is the Mission Hill/
Roxbury zip code (02120) and the 
East Boston zip code (02128)

“We have a lot of examples, but 
both of these zip codes has a white 
population of about 34 percent,” 
he said. “However, East Boston is 
going to gain 24 seats and Mission 
Hill/Roxbury would see a reduc-
tion of about two seats.”

He said only four zip codes 
have one racial group representing 
80 to 90 percent of the popu-
lation, which is the white racial 
group, and those areas are Beacon 
Hill, North End, Seaport and 
Downtown. 

“Undoubtedly, race, poverty, 
and geography are inextricably 
linked; past and present racial 
and socioeconomic discrimina-
tion has confined communities of 
color to low-income sections of 
neighborhoods,” read the filing. 
“Those sections, however, do not 
remain stagnant. More important, 
the racial boundaries that divide 

Boston’s communities of color 
continue to take shape and change 
over time and are not confined 
to ZIP code boundaries…For 
example, historically Black and 
Latino neighborhoods in the South 
End, Roxbury, Jamaica Plain, and 
Dorchester became demonstrably 
whiter between 1990 and 2017. 
Those communities cannot be 
identified by ZIP code because 
they are within and across most 
ZIP codes.”

Alosco said there is such diver-
sity now in Boston, and also 
between racial groups in Boston – 
such as Asian Americans – that the 
old arguments don’t hold.

“You can’t just say, ‘This admis-
sions plan discriminates against 
white and Asian students,’ because 
even within that group there is 
diversity of race and socio-eco-
nomic status in zip codes,” he said. 
“It just doesn’t hold that there was 
some hidden agenda.”

That, of course, is in the hands 
of Judge Young, and Alosco said 
the judge has told them he will 
rule by April 15. Meanwhile, 
Boston Public Schools announced 
this week they are holding up all 
school assignments for grade 6 
going into grade 7 in order to wait 
for the results of the case. Because 
exam school assignments make 
up about 25 percent of the assign-
ments, they have chosen to wait 
and have indicated that decisions 
will be sent out by late April so 
families can plan accordingly.

Exam School lawsuit gets hearing

TO ADVERTISE 
PLEASE CALL
781-485-0588

Staff Report

State Rep. and mayoral can-
didate Jon Santiago has earned 
the endorsement of Laborers 
International of North America 
Local 223, marking a major 
endorsement in the race for Boston 
mayor and a significant boost to 
Santiago’s growing citywide orga-
nization.

Laborers Local 223 is part of 
the Massachusetts and Northern 
New England Laborers’ District 
Council. Local 223 was the union 
of U.S. Labor Secretary Marty 
Walsh.

“The relationship between the 
building trades and the mayor 
of Boston and the future devel-
opment of our city is essential 
and we know that Jon Santiago 
is the leader that will continue 
that tradition of partnership,” 
said Laborers Local 223 Business 
Manager Marty Walsh. “Boston 
has been fortunate to have had 
three decades of the strongest 
partnership between the mayor 

and the working people who build 
our city. This tradition has made 
Boston the global city that it is 
today and in that spirit, I’m so 
proud to endorse Jon Santiago and 
pledge our commitment to elect 
him the next mayor of Boston.”

They are the largest Laborers 
local in the city of Boston and one 
of the largest in Massachusetts, 
representing an estimated 1,700 
members. 

“Jon has shown through his 
career of service and giving back 
to his community an uncommon 
ability to get things done and 
deliver results when people need 
them most. He’s a true leader for 
working people and exactly what 
we need in city hall,” concluded 
Walsh.

The Local 223 announce-
ment marks Santiago’s first labor 
endorsement. Santiago, who 
himself is a former union mem-
ber, having been part of CIR-
SEIU at Boston Medical Center, 
announced his campaign for 
mayor in late February.

Laborers Local 223 back 
Santiago for Boston Mayor
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Virtual Walk for Change: 
Healing for Every Survivor

April 25 | 25 de abril

Caminata Virtual por el Cambio: 
Sanación para cada sobreviviente

barccwalk.org/join
Register now | Inscribirse ya: 

Courtesy Photos

The Charlestown Mothers 
Association (CMA) wasn’t able 
to have its long-standing tradi-
tional Egg Hunt this year due to 
COVID-19 (or last year for that 
matter), but instead changed up 
the plans to offer ‘Bunny Boxes’ 
on Main Street and on Walford 
Way. Christ Church Charlestown 
partnered with the CMA to give 
out Egg Hunt Kits as well. Kids 
from all over the Town were able 
to enjoy some neighborhood gen-
erosity and fun on Saturday, April 
3.

CMA Board Members with Councilor Michelle Wu – who happened to 
be in the neighborhood - and the Easter Bunny, including Kari Cavanagh, 
Stacey Mundele, Marcie Miller, Elizabeth Fisher, and Erin Davies.

Augusta Fry enjoyed her time 
with the Easter Bunny.

The CMA Bunny Boxes were a 
hit throughout Charlestown.

The O’Shea Family with the Easter Bunny.

Nora Talty gets a hug from the 
Easter Bunny.

CMA OFFERS ‘BUNNY BOXES’ ON MAIN STREET AND ON WALFORD WAY

TO ADVERTISE 

PLEASE CALL 

781-485-0588
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THINK OF IT AS AN 
OWNER’S MANUAL
 FOR YOUR MONEY.

The free Consumer Action
Handbook. It’s in print and
online at ConsumerAction.gov.
Order your free copy online
at ConsumerAction.gov or 
write to Handbook, Pueblo, 
CO 81009. 

The City of Boston reminds you:

The legal drinking age is 21.

Thanks for not providing
alcohol to teens.

WWW.DONTSERVETEENS.GOVProudly sponsored by The Patrón Spirits Company.

WORMS?
INFECTIONS?

DISEASE?

BYE FELICIA!

angell.org

Angell Animal Medical Center | 350 S. Huntington Ave, Boston | 617-522-7282
MSPCA-Angell West | 293 Second Ave, Waltham | 781-902-8400

24/7 Emergency Vet Care
Weekend Appointments  |  Free On-Site Parking

With services ranging from
24/7 emergency & critical
care to cardiology; from
behavior services to surgery, 
Angell has everything you
need to keep them healthy
and happy.

• 24/7 Emergency
 & Critical Care
• Anesthesiology
• Avian & Exotic
 Medicine
• Behavior
• Cardiology
• Dentistry
• Dermatology

• Diagnostic Imaging
    (with on-site CT)
• General Medicine
• Internal Medicine
• Neurology
• Oncology
• Ophthalmology
• Pathology
• Physical
 Rehabilitation
• Surgery

Angell is Here to Help!

GRACE BLOODWELL, Broker
15+ Years Experience, Local Resident

Seller, Buyer & Landlord Representation

Please call with your real estate questions.

617-512-4939
grace.bloodwell@nemoves.com

Coldwell Banker | 2 Thompson Sq | Charlestown MA

Established 1838. Reimagined 2021. 
Studios - 3Bs from $2200. 

Avail for July 1, August 1, Sept 1 
Start Dates

email: Grace.Bloodwell@nemoves.com 

or Jessica.Murphy@nemoves.com

ROPEWALK

Brand Variation - Main Logo on Primary
5/2/19

PRIMARY TEAL BACKGROUND

The Davies Family greets the 
Easter Bunny.

Christ Church Charlestown volunteers Nikki McGehee, Kayla Stephens and Barb Augusta; CMA Board 
Members Debbie O’Shea with daughter, Alex O’Shea, and Laura Carroll; CRA volunteer Betsy and CRA 
President Nancy Martinez.

Nancy Martinez, president of the Charlestown Residents Alliance 
(CRA), with friends who came to visit the Easter Bunny.

 

CMA OFFERS ‘BUNNY BOXES’ ON MAIN STREET AND ON WALFORD WAY

The Mundele Family had a great time with the Easter Bunny.
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STATE TO HOLD 
PUBLIC MEETING 
FOR THE SILVER 
LINE EXTENSION 
ALTERNATIVES 
ANALYSIS

The MBTA and MassDOT 
project team will present an over-
view of the Silver Line Extension 
(SLX) Alternatives Analysis, share 
the findings so far, and gather 
input from the community at a vir-
tual public meeting being held at 6 
PM on Tuesday, April 27.

The project team is seeking 
the public’s input on the project’s 
needs, goals, and objectives; the 
findings so far; and what align-
ments should be considered in 
connecting Chelsea with Everett, 

Somerville, Cambridge, and/or 
downtown Boston.

Feedback can be provided via 
online polls during the meeting. 
An online feedback form will also 
be available closer to the meeting 
date and for the weeks following 
the meeting.

The virtual meeting will be held 
via Zoom. Participants are asked 
to pre-register. The meeting will 
be recorded and posted online for 
those who cannot attend

OLD SCHOOLBOYS 
SCHOLARSHIPS 
OPEN TO RESIDENTS          
OF THE TOWN

The Old Charlestown 
Schoolboys Association isn’t able 
to have its annual banquet this 

year, but it is going ahead with a 
plan to distribute up to $26,000 
in scholarships to students in the 
Town.

The deadline for the Old 
Charlestown Schoolboys scholar-
ships has been extended to April 
28 and the scholarships are open 
to any Charlestown resident who:

•is a senior in high school.
•has been a resident of 

Charlestown.
•will be entering college or 

preparatory school or technical 
school this year

•is a senior in high school or 
freshman, sophomore or junior in 
college or preparatory school.

Applications can be obtained 
at the Boston Public Library, the 
Charlestown Boys and Girls Club, 
St. Mary-St. Catherine of Sienna 
office, St. Francis de Sales office, 
St. John’s Office, and the First 
Church of Charlestown Office. 

Applications are due April 28, 
2021.

This year no transcripts are 
required.

For more information, please 
contact Jim O’Brien (617-543-
5384).

SUPPORT 
CHARLESTOWN 
PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY FUNDRAISER 
WITH 50/50 RAFFLE 

Due to the pandemic restric-
tions, most of  The Charlestown 
Preservation Society  (CPS) fund-
raisers have been put on hold. 
That’s why the 50/50 raffle is so 
important to the day-to-day oper-
ations of CPS.

Only 200 tickets will be 
sold.  One lucky winner will be 
drawn on May 20, 2021 at 8 
p.m. for One Prize of $10,000. 
One  raffle ticket is $100, and 
friends can split the cost of a ticket 
if that makes it easier.

The funds go to support the 
ongoing operation of the soci-
ety.  The CPS is involved in a 

number of critical planning issues 
that are facing the neighborhood, 
including PLAN Charlestown, 
Preservation Park in Thompson 
Square, and the Design Review 
Committee that reviews the 
impact of development. 

Ways to Buy/Donate:
•To pay with PayPal or credit 

card, you can use this  (https://
www.paypal.com/donate/?host-
ed_button_id=Y3MLAYLE-
QGWX6) or scan the QR code 
to buy a ticket (select 50/50 Raffle 
from the dropdown “Use this 
donation for” menu); also, please 
click on “Share your mailing 
address” when you pay so that we 
can send your ticket(s).

•Use the handy QR code https://
cps-ris.org/cps-50-50-raffle/

•Make a  check out 
to  Charlestown Preservation 
Society and mail to:

Charlestown Preservation 
Society, PO Box 
290201, Charlestown, MA 02129.

Again, please be sure to include 
one’s mailing address somewhere. 
Checks must be received prior to 
drawing night.  We will send you 
your ticket(s) after your donation 
is received and you can go to 
our CPS webpages for more info 
about the live drawing and other 
raffle news. Good luck and thank 
you.

USS CONSTITUTION 
MUSEUM REOPENS 
TO PUBLIC ON           
45TH ANNIVERSARY

The USS Constitution Museum 
will reopen to the public  on 
Thursday, April 8, at 10 a.m., 
the 45th anniversary of  its open-
ing in the Charlestown Navy 
Yard.  Following that date, the 
Museum will be open Thursday-
Sunday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Anne Grimes Rand, USS 
Constitution Museum President 
& CEO, will be there with a wide 
smile under her mask to greet vis-
itors on this historic day.

“We are thrilled to welcome vis-

itors back to the USS Constitution 
Museum on our 45th  birthday,” 
said Rand. “We are committed 
to safely providing educational 
and engaging experiences for our 
guests.”

On April 8, Anne Grimes 
Rand will commemorate the 
Museum’s 45th anniversa-
ry by firing the morning can-
non on “Old Ironsides” at 8:00 
a.m. Immediately following that 
ceremony, USS  Constitution’s 
Commanding Officer John Benda 
and Rand will share their favorite 
Museum and Ship memories.

Rand and Commander Benda 
will head to the Museum for 
remarks and a ribbon cutting at 
8:30 a.m.

Anne Grimes Rand is also cel-
ebrating a milestone anniversary: 
2021 marks her 35th year at the 
Museum. She has been a guiding 
force at the Museum during her 
more than three decades. Rand has 
navigated a pandemic, recession, 
government shutdowns, and myr-
iad transformative projects along 
the way, but the USS Constitution 
Museum’s longest-serving employ-
ee approaches it all with undaunt-
ed courage and positivity. “We can 
and have weathered the storms 
together, and come out stronger 
because of it,” explained Rand. 
“The key is to be respectful, to 
listen, and to incorporate different 
perspectives and ideas.”

As the Museum readies for the 
next chapter in its history, Rand 
looks forward to sharing historic 
and contemporary stories of “Old 
Ironsides” with new armchair 
sailors. “The USS Constitution 
Museum shares stories of innova-
tion, teamwork, service and sac-
rifice, both past and present. We 
encourage life-long learning and 
inspire the next generation of cit-
izens and leaders. What could be 
more exciting than that?”

The Museum will reopen with 
visitor safety enhancements and 
policies in accordance with city 
and state requirements and guide-
lines.

JOHN J. RECCA 
PAINTING

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com
781-241-2454

Chimneys • Fireplaces 
Cellar Floors • Restoration
French Drains • Repointing

Free Estimates, Lic. & Ins.

Local References

Phil - 617-230-3490

Ryan 
Masonry

Licensed & insured 
Complete electrical services 
www.johnpmchughelectric.com
Jmchugh447@gmail.com 

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

News Briefs
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For Advertising Rates, 
Call 781-485-0588

BUYER 1	 SELLER	 ADDRESS	 PRICE  

Resnick, Ronald         	 Hayes Paula M Est    	 197 8th St #428                	 $740,000
Neagoe, Adriana D	 Anagram Infinity Grp LLC	 256-258 Bunker Hill St #2    	 $394,100
Etude 2 LLC	 Heye Jocelyn B Est    	 372 Bunker Hill St #3           	 $407,000
Kathleen Murray Hm T    	 60 Chappie Street LLC	 60 Chappie St                 	 $600,000
Charlestown Prop Hldg LLC	Susan L Burke RET       	 84 Constitution Rd #84        	 $1,355,000
Mahoney, Christopher W   	 Kelleher, Nancy S	 1 Devens St #3                	 $1,025,000
Lombard, Kathleen C	 Henry, Pamela G       	 56 High St #3                	 $728,000
Bete, Melanie	 Goldstone, Robert N     	 28 Monument Ave #2          	 $1,250,000
Sargent, Laura	 Sarchi, Christopher P  	 30 Monument Sq #104        	 $910,000
Little-Griggs, Cornelia  	 Myerson, Andrew T      	 5 Prescott St               	 $1,920,000 
Hughes, Brian            	 27 Prospect Street RT   	 27 Prospect St             	 $1,650,000
Reilly, Patrick S	 610 Rutherford Avenue	 610 Rutherford Ave #204    	 $186,400

R e a l  E s t a t e  Tr a n s f e r s

Elite
253 Main St. • Charlestown • 617-241-5566

www.c21elite.com
Sales • Rentals • Free Market Analysis

Certified Buyer Agents

By John Lynds 

Charlestown’s weekly COVID-
19 positive test rate decreased 
last week while the cumulative 
rate increased slightly accord-
ing to the latest data released 
on Friday by the Boston Public 
Health Commission (BPHC). 

According to the BPHC report, 
last week 1,023 residents were 
tested and 3.4  percent were pos-
itive. This was a 12.8 percent 
decrease from the 3.9 percent that 
tested positive two Fridays ago. 

According to the weekly report, 
of the 14,465 Charlestown resi-
dents tested for the virus since the 
pandemic began 8.8 percent were 
found to be positive by last Friday. 
This was a 2.3 percentage increase 
from the 8.6 percent reported by 
the BPHC two Fridays ago. 

However, positive test rates con-
tinue to rise citywide. According 
to the BPHC ​​​​28,007 residents 
were tested and 5.2  percent were 
COVID positive--this was a 23.8 
percent increase from the 4.2 per-
cent positive test rate reported by 
the BPHC two weeks ago. This 
was the first time in weeks the city 

went above its 5 percent thresh-
old used to plan Boston’s phased 
reopening strategies. 

On Monday the Baker-Polito 
Administration announced that 
residents 55 and over and resi-
dents with one certain medical 
condition will be eligible for the 
COVID vaccine beginning on 
April 5.

In addition, the Administration 
announced that Massachusetts 
will adopt the CDC’s updated 
list of medical conditions. This 
week, the CDC added more med-
ical conditions that are linked to 
an increased risk of severe illness 
from COVID-19. Massachusetts 
will adopt this guidance and make 
individuals eligible starting April 
5th if they have one of these 
medical conditions. As a result 
of adopting the CDC’s list, more 
residents will be eligible starting 
April 5th.

The full list of conditions 
can be found at www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-ex-
tra-precautions/people-with-med-
ical-conditions.html and the full 
timeline of the state’s vaccine 
rollout is available at mass.gov/

COVIDVaccinePhases. 
The infection rate in 

Charlestown and surrounding 
neighborhoods increased 3.2 per-
cent in one week according to the 
latest city statistics. 

The BPHC data released last 
Friday showed Charlestown’s 
infection went from 626.3cases 
per 10,000 residents to 646.4 
cases per 10,000 residents. 

An additional 39 residents 
became infected with the virus last 
week bringing the total to 1255 
confirmed cases in the neighbor-
hood. 

The statistics released by 
the BPHC as part of its weekly 
COVID19 report breaks down 
the number of cases and infection 
rates in each neighborhood. It also 
breaks down the number of cases 
by age, gender and race.

Citywide positive cases of coro-
navirus increased 3.1 percent  per-
cent last week and went from    
63,748 cases to 65,728 confirmed 
cases in a week. Fourteen addi-
tional Boston residents died from 
the virus last week and there are 
now 1,355 total deaths in the city 
from COVID.

On Friday the BPHC released its weekly COVID-19 stats by neighbor-
hood that tracks infection rates and COVID testing results in Boston 
neighborhoods. 

Charlestown’s weekly COVID 
positive test rate decreases

By Dan Murphy

With the first quarter of ’21 on 
the books, Charlestown had seen 
a 29-percent decrease in Part One 
crime from last year.

According to Boston Police, 62 
incidents of Part One crime were 
reported in Area A-15 between 
Jan. 1 and April 4 of this year, 
compared with 84 during the 
same timeframe in 2020.

One homicide was reported in 
the district this year as opposed 
to none in 2020, while no rapes 
or attempted rapes were reported 
either this or last year.

Robberies and attempted rob-
beries were down 20 percent as 
the number dropped to five from 
four in 2020.

The rate of domestic aggravat-
ed assaults remained steady, with 
five incidents both this year and 

last, while the rate of non-domes-
tic aggravated assaults increased 
nearly triple-fold as the number 
shot up to eight from three last 
year.

Commercial burglaries held 
steady, with one incident a piece 
both this and last year, as did res-
idential burglaries, with nine inci-
dents this year, as well as in 2020.

Incidents of larceny from a 
motor vehicle were down nearly 
38 percent as the number fell to 
15 from 24 last year, while other 
larcenies were down nearly 36 
percent, dropping to 17 incidents 
in 2021 from 31 last year.

Auto theft was also on the 
decline as the number fell to two 
from six last year.

Citywide, Part One crime was 
down 25 percent from last year as 
the number of incidents dropped 
to 3,081 from 4,120 last year.

Part One crime down 29 percent 
so far this year in Charlestown
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New DDIIRREECCTTOORRYY  ooff  bbuussiinneesssseess

What do you need today? Many merchants and 
service providers are adapting to the current 

crisis with new shopping options. Check here for 
ways to safely shop from your own home.

PPLLAACCEE  YYOOUURR  AADD  IINN  TTHHEE  DDIIRREECCTTOORRYY  TTOODDAAYY!!
GGRREEAATT  iinnttrroodduuccttoorryy  ssppeecciiaallss!!

DDeebb  DDiiGGrreeggoorriioo  --  ddeebb@@tthheebboossttoonnssuunn..ccoomm
SSiioouuxx  GGeerrooww  cchhaarrlleessttoowwnnaaddss@@hhoottmmaaiill..ccoomm

New DDIIRREECCTTOORRYY  ooff  bbuussiinneesssseess

What do you need today? Many merchants and 
service providers are adapting to the current 

crisis with new shopping options. Check here for 
ways to safely shop from your own home.

PPLLAACCEE  YYOOUURR  AADD  IINN  TTHHEE  DDIIRREECCTTOORRYY  TTOODDAAYY!!
GGRREEAATT  iinnttrroodduuccttoorryy  ssppeecciiaallss!!

DDeebb  DDiiGGrreeggoorriioo  --  ddeebb@@tthheebboossttoonnssuunn..ccoomm
SSiioouuxx  GGeerrooww  cchhaarrlleessttoowwnnaaddss@@hhoottmmaaiill..ccoomm

PUBLIC WELCOME
MA Inspection Station #4498 

Open Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m. - 3:45 p.m

617-242-5782

PPOORRTTSSIIDDEE  TTRRUUCCKK  &&  AAUUTTOO  RREEPPAAIIRR

100 TERMINAL ST.              
CHARLESTOWN

ssttmmaarryyssttccaatthheerriinnee..oorrgg                                  
661177--224422--44666644

$165/month or save 10% and prepay $1780/year.
12 month lease, get your spot now! 

For more information email Joanie Walls: 
jwalls@diversifiedauto.com

or call directly at (617) 936-2119

FFrriieennddss  ooff  RRyyaann  ““DDuuccee””  MMoorrrriisssseeyy  
SScchhoollaarrsshhiipp  FFuunndd  

The Friends of Ryan “Duce” Morrissey Scholarship 
Fund is pleased to announce that scholarships 
totaling $15,000 will again be offered this year. 
Scholarships are available to college and high 
school students. Details and application forms 

may be obtained from our website. 
wwwwww..rryyaannmmoorrrriisssseeyysscchhoollaarrsshhiipp..ccoomm  

Questions: rryyaannmmoorrrriisssseeyysscchhoollaarrsshhiipp@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm

By Seth Daniel

For Charlestown High School 
students, there still is no inkling 
when it is they might get back to 
the classroom every day in person 
for those who choose to do so 
– even as elementary and middle 
schools students have dates etched 
in stone – but no doubt many have 
found healing in the late winter and 
spring through competitive sports.

One of the few things allowed in 
person for young people in the high 
school grades are school sports, 
and for students at Charlestown 
High it can be the only time they 
get to see, socialize and be active 
with friends they have known for 
years – but maybe haven’t seen in 
months.

Athletic Director Paige Lemieux 
said this year’s sports started 
with girls and boys basketball in 
January. At the moment, it’s mor-
phed into what is called ‘Fall 2’ 
where they are playing soccer, foot-
ball, volleyball and cheerleading. 
It’s an uncertain existence, she said, 
but rather than focus on the usual 
aspects of competition and winning 
– it’s more about healing for an 
age group that has had little public 
attention and is suffering greatly 
at times.

“It’s about the social-emotions 
and physical health and being 
active and being able to simply get 
out,” she said. “It’s been fantastic 
for the kids so far…We started with 
girls and boys basketball on Jan. 
19 and we had a COVID outbreak 
for the girls’ team, but overall it’s 
been going well. The City provided 
us with a check-in process and 
we do testing on all athletes every 
Monday.”

Right now, the football team is 
on quarantine due to some COVID 
positive tests, but they are expected 
to get back on track. Meanwhile, 
many teams the high school is sup-
posed to play don’t have enough 
kids to field a team.

“We have had enough players to 
field our teams, but work has been 
a huge factor for kids now,” she 
said. “Some kids now have to work 
to help their families. Other kids 
don’t have to work, but they’ve 
found this new flexibility under this 
new online schedule so that they 
can work more and make more 
money to save for college or just 
to have. They can work more and 
make more money, or they can play 
a sport. I’ve found those that are 
choosing the sport are very happy 
with that.”

One might think it sounds like 
less than successful.

Once talking with the kids – 

who are often out practicing on the 
high school fields each afternoon 
– it becomes obvious that even just 
practicing soccer with friends is 
a blessing to these young people. 
While one might expect to play a 
set number of games in a sports 
season, that isn’t necessarily the 
case for these young athletes and 
they’re okay with it. Many log off 
of their remote classes and com-
mute on public transportation for 
an hour just to get to a 90 minute 
practice.

“For many of them they fin-
ish school at 1:50 p.m. and they 
have to get out of bed and out of 
their house and commute here for 
a practice at 3 p.m.,” she said. 
“That’s been a factor for some, but 
the players here are committed and 
excited to be here. They are willing 
to commute an hour after being on 
Zoom all day just to feel normal 
again and be active and be around 
friends again that they haven’t seen. 
It’s been more than a year since 
they’ve had sports.”

Lemieux said from the time 
school started until winter sports 
began in January, she estimated 
receiving about 1,000 e-mail mes-
sages from students and families 
inquiring about the possibility of 
sports resuming.

Senior Adrianna Gutierrez is 
doing cheer and soccer, and for the 
first time. While her main sport 
is softball, which is coming up on 
April 26’s spring season start, she 
said COVID has afforded her the 
opportunity to play soccer, which 
she could never do before due to 
cheerleading.

She said COVID and lockdowns 
and Zoom school – all without 
organized sports – has made it hard 
for her to maintain her physical fit-
ness, and she has lost weight due to 

the change. Now, she’s just trying 
to get used to being the active teen-
ager – one that says she loves learn-
ing about and coming to school in 
Charlestown – that she once was.

“Being in the house all the time 
caused me to lose weight,” she 
said. “I felt so alone and isolated, 
but now I feel free because I can 
play sports and get back to being in 
shape and physically fit…Without 
this you get trapped in the social 
media world and not seeing friends 
every day. You begin to think peo-
ple don’t like you because they 
don’t text you back, but everyone 
was living in their own world in 
COVID. I realize that now.”

She said sports has also come 
with a push by the school to get she 
and her classmates more engaged – 
maybe to try a sport they’ve never 
done before simply to get out. 
There has also been ample oppor-
tunities for counselling at MGH 
Clinic, which has an affiliation 
with the high school.

And interestingly enough, some 
of the sports may not even include 
many games, but that’s not a 
game-changer, Gutierrez said.

“A game is a gift, especially 
because it’s my senior year,” she 
said. “I really want to get softball 
in. I wanted to show off for my 
final year. Thank God they allowed 
us to play sports. Softball was can-
celled last year. I didn’t get a chance 
to show out and get the attention 
of scouts and compete for a schol-
arship opportunity. I’m hoping to 
do that this spring.”

Spring sports at the high school 
– consisting of softball, baseball, 
and outdoor track – will begin 
on April 26, and for many high 
schoolers still trapped every day in 
the world of Zoom, it can’t come 
quick enough.

For high-schoolers without a start date, 
sports are their only in-person outlet

Charlestown High senior Adrianna Gutierrez, with Athletic Director 
Paige Lemieux this week, is playing soccer this spring, but cannot wait 
for softball to start. She said sports have been the only way she and her 
friends can see each other and be active again. High schoolers in Boston 
Public Schools still don’t have a definitive date for re-starting in-person 
learning five days a week.
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By Seth Daniel

The new residential building at 
the Bunker Hill Mall that propos-
es to surround the 99 Restaurant 
got an airing at the Charlestown 
Neighborhood Council (CNC) on 
Tuesday night in what was the 
CNC’s first attempt at an in-per-
son/Zoom hybrid meeting.

New England Development was 
the main presenter for the meeting 
on April 6, and they relayed a 
presentation about the seven-story, 
240 unit building that looks to be 
a new gateway to the Town and 
spark new investment in the Mall 
on Main Street – the Main Street 
wall of brick being a sore subject 
for a number of years.

After the presentation, the 
CNC got straight to the point 
about the lack of parking, having 
76 spaces, and the mitigation that 
is being proposed – including fix-
ing a regional sewer pipe under 
the Mall that many have ignored 
for decades.

Chair Tom Cunha said he 
doesn’t necessarily believe the 
development – though very close 
to transit – will fully support a 
transit-oriented development.

“I just don’t think everyone 
who lives there will be working 
downtown,” he said. “I would like 
to see the backup data that proves 
that will work – it’s critical here. 
That’s a big thing for me.”

The unifying tone by the CNC 
though was that mitigation needed 

to be real mitigation.
“We need to negotiate that a 

little bit,” Cunha said. “None of 
our mitigation should be paying 
for O’Reilly Park to be taken care 
of because the BRA didn’t take 
care of it for 30 years…I don’t 
want to see things that should be 
done anyway. Some of the stuff 
you’re putting in your mitigation 
program the BRA and developer 
should be responsible for.”

Member Elaine Donovan 
said New England Development 
should have long ago improved 
the Main Street side of the Mall 
and giving support to a new hous-
ing building shouldn’t be attached 
to improvements at other parts of 
the Mall that are long overdue.

“Sewer systems and O’Reilly 

Park are things that should be 
on you anyway,” she said. “That 
shouldn’t be on us. I don’t like 
that this is the catalyst for improv-
ing our Main Street. You couldn’t 
afford to update the front of our 
shopping center for 45 years? We 
shouldn’t have to support a build-
ing to finally upgrade our Main 
Street so it looks like part of 
our community and not like the 
Charles Street Jail from 1972.”

It being one of the only com-
mercial centers in Charlestown, 
and also the project surrounding 
a popular restaurant in the 99’s, 
many were worried construction 
on the new building would shut 
down stores.

“We’re not at all worried about 
our ability to do it and keeping 

the stores open and viable and 
thriving during construction,” said 
John Twohig of NED. “You’re not 
going to lose any stores…”

Cunha and Ed Grace were con-
cerned about AirBNB’s and short-
term rentals in the building, and 
also about ride-shares like Uber 
not using the designated spaces 
and snarling traffic.

The CNC has revived its 
Development Committee, and 
Cunha said he wanted to set up 
a meeting with Member Rich 
McGuinness and New England 
Development to discuss the prob-
lems identified and the mitigation 
presented. He also proposed a 
public meeting on the develop-
ment for the community in person 
at some point later.

CNC asks developers for better, thoughtful mitigation

Staff Report

Mass General Brigham has 
launched a mobile health initia-
tive to leverage the knowledge 
of its world class providers and 
researchers to help answer peo-
ple’s questions and boost confi-
dence in the COVID-19 vaccines. 

“With the information about 
COVID-19, the vaccines, and pub-
lic health measures changing day 
to day, it’s understandable that 
people feel conflicted about how to 
keep up with the information and 
where they should go for trusted 
answers,” says Tom Sequist, MD, 
MPH. Dr. Sequist is the Chief 
Patient Experience and Equity 
Officer at Mass General Brigham. 
“The lightning fast speed of social 
media can be invaluable to get a 
message out quickly, but can also 
enable the spread of inaccurate 
information.”

Nearly 120 physicians, nurs-

es, researchers, and other experts 
from across Mass General 
Brigham have come together to 
volunteer their expertise in a vari-
ety of ways. These “Community 
Messengers” are reaching people 
in the community—both in-person 
and digitally—by making infor-
mational videos in a variety of 
languages; hosting “live” social 
media sessions to answer patient 
questions; and offering their time 
at public speaking engagements 
or on other media like podcasts 
and radio. 

The goal is to connect with 
communities hard hit by the pan-
demic—which are overwhelming-
ly communities of color with a 
historical mistrust of the health 
care industry. The Mass General 
Brigham community messengers 
are multi-lingual and multi-cultur-
al, with many having shared life 
experience with the people in the 
communities we serve.

“When I’m with my patients I 
can answer their questions face to 
face,” says Cheryl R. Clark MD, 
ScD, who recently volunteered as 
a community messenger at the 
Reggie Lewis Center. Dr. Clark 
is a Hospitalist and researcher in 
Brigham and Women’s Hospital 
Division of General Medicine 
and Primary Care, and Director 
of Health Equity Research & 
Intervention in the Center for 
Community Health and Health 
Equity at Brigham. 

Dr. Clark explains, “We’re 
taking that trusted relationship 
and amplifying it to a larger scale 
to reach more people who have 
questions regarding the COVID-
19 pandemic and vaccine.” 

Additionally, these community 
messengers have played a crucial 
role in our Community Care Van 
initiative. While there is a van ded-
icated solely to information shar-
ing, many volunteers accompany 

vans handing out resources like 
food or care kits, or our mobile 
testing vans. 

The vans will be located along-
side other community resources 
such as food pantries. 

While partnering with com-
munity organizations has helped 
reach more people, it hasn’t 
opened every barrier to communi-
ty access. One hurdle that medical 
staff have had to grapple with is 
the mistrust of the communities 
they are trying to reach. 

“It’s no surprise that people 
of color and those in marginal-
ized communities want and need 
information that they can under-
stand, in their language, from 
caregivers who look like them,” 
says Joseph Betancourt, MD, 
MPH, Senior Vice President of 
Equity and Community Health at 
Massachusetts General Hospital.

He explains that the health care 
system has a difficult history that 

providers are working to coun-
teract. The Tuskegee study and 
Henrietta Lacks are just two his-
torical examples. And while this 
lack of confidence is real and 
well-earned, communities of color 
aren’t the only ones who are hesi-
tant about the vaccine. 

“Many really want it, and we 
need to make sure vaccines are 
available to them in their commu-
nities, and easily accessible, as we 
answer their questions and gain 
their trust,” he says. 

The vans have been stationed 
in communities hardest hit by 
COVID such as Chelsea, Revere, 
Everett, Charlestown, Lynn, 
Roxbury and Dorchester, with 
other communities as needed. The 
hope is that these vans will become 
a valuable health care resource for 
local communities during the pan-
demic and beyond.

Mobile health initiative brings information and resources to local communities  

Ruthzee Louijeune launched 
her campaign for Boston City 
Council At-Large on March 16th, 
and has raised over $100,000 
from 750+ contributors. In just 
two weeks, Louijeune’s campaign 
has raised more year-to-date than 
any candidate for Boston City 
Council At-Large. 

“I’m excited to announce that 
our campaign raised over $100K 
and had 750+ donors step for-
ward to support my vision for 
Boston,” said Ruthzee Louijeune. 
“I’m thankful for the strong start, 

and the outpouring of support our 
campaign is seeing. We are just 
getting started!”

Ruthzee, 34, is the daughter 
of Haitian immigrants, born and 
raised in Mattapan and Hyde 
Park. Ruthzee served as Senior 
Counsel for U.S. Senator Elizabeth 
Warren’s presidential campaign. 
A trained attorney and advo-
cate, Ruthzee graduated from 
Columbia University, Harvard 
Kennedy School, and Harvard 
Law School. She is also a proud 
graduate of Boston Public Schools: 

Charles H. Taylor Elementary 
School, the John W. McCormack 
Middle School, and Boston Latin 
School. She resides in Hyde Park, 
and is fluent in French, Haitian 
Creole and speaks conversational 
Spanish. 

  Ruthzee would be the first 
Haitian-American City Councilor. 
In 2019, the Boston City Council 
elected its first majority-female 
city council in Boston’s history. 
You can find more information 
about her campaign at: www.ruth-
zeeforboston.com. 

Ruthzee Louijeune raises over $100,000 
from 750 contributors in two weeks WWiitthh  ssppeecciiaall  tthhaannkkss  ttoo  tthhee  BBuunnkkeerr  HHiillll  

AAssssoocciiaatteess,,  tthhee  CChhaarrlleessttoowwnn  YY  iiss  

eexxcciitteedd  ttoo  hhoosstt  FFRREEEE  lliiffeegguuaarrdd  ccllaasssseess  

tthhiiss  sspprriinngg  ffoorr  iinntteerreesstteedd  tteeeennss!!    

TTeeeennss  mmuusstt  rreessiiddee  iinn  CChhaarrlleessttoowwnn  

aanndd  bbee  1155--2200  yyeeaarrss  oolldd..    

SSppaaccee  iiss  lliimmiitteedd  ppeerr  ccllaassss  ––  wwee  wwiillll  hhoosstt  

ttwwoo::  MMaayy  2211--2233  aanndd  JJuunnee  2255--2277..    

AAnnyyoonnee  iinntteerreesstteedd  oorr  llooookkiinngg  ffoorr  

aaddddiittiioonnaall  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ccaann  rreeaacchh  oouutt  

ttoo  BBrriiddggeettttee  aatt  

bbrriiddlloonn@@yymmccaabboossttoonn..oorrgg..

FFRREEEE  LLIIFFEEGGUUAARRDD  TTRRAAIINNIINNGG
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ForFor              RecordRecord
WARREN PRESCOTT SCHOOL

April 19-22  - Spring Recess  : No 
School 

April 26 - Students return to school

NO EXAM SCHOOL WAIT LIST
Attention all 6th grade Charlestown 

families. If you have applied to an exam 
school and know that your child will 
be attending school elsewhere...PLEASE 
contact BPS and pull your exam school 
application.   There is NO waitlist so 
if your child receives an invitation and 
declines it, it will NOT go to another 
Charlestown student. 

Email address: 
exam@bostonpublicschools.org
Include your child’s name, birthdate, 

school, and zip code.
Phone: 617-635-9512

CMA SCHOLARSHIP
The Charlestown Mothers Association 

is pleased to offer up to $13,000 in col-
lege scholarships, to men and women 
who have been residents of Charlestown 
for at least five years, and will be 
attending college full-time this fall.  The 
amount of each scholarship awarded will 
be determined by the CMA Scholarship 
Committee.    Last year, CMA awarded 
eight scholarships.   Copies of the appli-
cation are available at the “Scholarship” 
tab on the CMA website, www.charles-
townmothersassociation.org.   The com-
pleted application is due by April 23, 
2021.

LT. MICHAEL P. QUINN 
SCHOLARSHIP

The Lt. Michael P. Quinn Scholarship 
was established in 1969 and nearly 
$250,000 has been awarded to “Townie” 
high school graduates looking to pur-

sue a college education. Applications 

are available online or can be picked 
up at the Charlestown Public Library, 
the Charlestown Boys & Girls Club 
Teen Center, and the Charlestown High 
School Guidance Office. The application 
deadline is April 15, 2021. The scholar-
ship includes $12,000 for the first year 
of college and $6,000 for the second 
year. Lt. Quinn (USMC), who gave the 
ultimate sacrifice during the Vietnam 
War, was recognized for his bravery and 
awarded a Bronze Star and Purple Heart 
and is honored on Panel 18W, Row 8 
of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in 
Washington D.C.. For questions about 
the scholarship, please contact Ronan 
FitzPatrick at 617-242-5493.

From the April 7 School Committee 
meeting, online:

•Adjourn to Executive Session
•The Boston School Committee will 

immediately adjourn to an executive 
session  for the purpose of conducting 
a strategy session related to collective 
bargaining with the Boston Teachers 
Union.  The Committee will return to 
public session.

•Superintendent’s Report
•Report:  Operational Readiness for 

the Return to 5 day In-person Learning 
on April 26.

•General Public Comment
•Policy Regarding the Requirements 

for Graduation from the Boston Public 
Schools

•Revised Attendance Policy and 
Procedures SY21-22

From the April 7 Conservation 
Commission meeting, online:

•Notice of Intent from GEI Consultants 
on behalf of Diversified Automotive, Inc. 
for the proposed maintenance dredging 
of the berthing area fronting the north 

side of the pier located at 100 Terminal 
St, Charlestown.

•Notice of Intent for DEP File No. 
006-1775 and BOS File No. 2021-
013 from GEI Consultants on behalf of 
the Environmental Police for the pro-
posed installation of two steel pipe piles 
and a concrete float located at 1 Mystic 
Pier, Charlestown,

From the April 9, 2:30 p.m., CITY 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE ON 
GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS 
WORKING SESSION: Ordinance 
restricting the use of chemical crowd 
control agents and kinetic impact pro-
jectiles,  referred to the Committee on 
March 3, 2021.   The sponsors of this 
docket are Councilor Ricardo Arroyo 
and Councilor Andrea Campbell.

From the April 12, 3 p.m., CITY 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE ON 
EDUCATION HEARING: Order for 
a hearing regarding summer learning 
opportunities and summer planning for 
the 2021-2022 school year for Boston 
Public Schools. This matter was spon-
sored by Councilor Andrea Campbell, 
and was referred to the Committee on 
February 24, 2021.  

From the April 13, 9:30 p.m., CITY 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC 
SAFETY AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
HEARING: Order for a hearing regard-
ing inaccuracies in Analyze Boston’s 
crime incident report datasets. This mat-
ter was sponsored by Councilor Andrea 
Campbell, and was referred to the 
Committee on March 10, 2021.  

SCHOOL MEAL SUPER SITES/
CHARLESTOWN

Every Monday and Thursday from 10 

a.m. to 6 p.m.
•Edwards Middle School  - 28 

Walker St.
•Harvard/Kent Elementary  -  50 

Bunker Hill St.

SCHOOLS INFO
•School Return Timetables – March 

15-18 – Students in Grades 4-8 (Groups 
A & B); and March 29-April 1 – Students 
in grades 9-12 (Groups A & B).

•REPORTING WORKPLACE 
SAFETY CONCERNS

Workers in any size organization have 
options if they feel they are being pres-
sured into an unsafe situation. Attorney 
General Maura Healey has created 
resources for workers to report safety 
concerns during reopening. They include 
an online form at the Attorney General’s 
website and a dedicated Fair Labor 
hotline at 617-727-3465. People can 
also find those resources by calling 311.

•HOW TO REPORT A PROBLEM 
PROPERTY

Since taking office in 2014, Mayor 
Walsh has made fixing quality of life 
issues a priority in his administration. 
From investing in Public Works to mak-
ing sure community policing is a staple 
in every neighborhood, we are making 
sure every neighborhood is clean, safe 
and a great place to live and work in. 
Unfortunately some properties in Boston 
need more help than others, and that’s 
why we are here. If you know of a prop-
erty that fits one of the following criteria: 
multiple calls to 911, one that’s blighted 
or just a general concern, we encourage 
you to reach out to your neighborhood 
liaison.

Staff Report

Carla B. Monteiro (MSW, 
LCSW) announced her candidacy 
for Boston City Council at-large 
in Dorchester recently, surrounded 
virtually and in-person by family, 
community members, and leaders 
including Sheriff Steve Tompkins. 

Monteiro lives out her 
deep-rooted values of compassion 
and caring for others through her 
professional career in social work. 
She believes we can achieve a 

Boston where everyone’s basic 
needs are met if we’re bold enough 
to imagine it and passionate 
enough to fight for it.

As a teen mother, Monteiro 
fought to overcome the housing 
insecurity, gun violence and mass 
incarceration that impacted her 
family and the lives of so many 
other Bostonians. With life-chang-
ing resources and support from 
government and local organiza-
tions, Monteiro obtained voca-
tional training that enabled her 
to work her way up from an 

Associates’ Degree to a Bachelors 
and ultimately, obtain her Masters 
in Social Work and begin a stable 
career. 

“My story is possible because 
of all the resources that were avail-
able to help me succeed,” she said. 
“We must ensure all families can 
live well. In this period of heal-
ing and recovery, Boston’s City 
Council needs a social worker, one 
who knows how to put services in 
place for the people. As a social 
worker, I know what it takes to 
help our families and children be 

successful and how to prevent 
people from being left behind. 
I’m running for City Council to 
use my experience to ensure every 
Bostonian has what they need to 
thrive.” 

Carla B. Monteiro is running 
to represent every neighborhood 
of Boston as a City Councilor 
at-large. The preliminary elec-
tion is on September 21, 2021. 
For more information, go to 
CarlaForBoston.com.

Carla B. Monteiro announces candidacy for Council at-Large

Carla B. Monteiro of Dorchester 
announced her candidacy for 
at-large City Council recently.
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Assault Aggravated
03/29/2021 – A victim walked 

into the District A-15 station at 
about 9:30 a.m. to report as she 
was walking down the stairs to 
walk her dog, her neighbor exited 
her apartment at 41 Carney Court 
and attacked the victim. 

	The victim stated the suspect 
swung at her multiple times while 
holding something shiny in her 
hands. The victim said she put up 
her hands to defend herself and 
was cut in the process before the 
suspect left the scene and reen-
tered her apartment. 

	Officers responded to the sus-
pect’s residence, but were unable 
to locate the individual. The vic-
tim said she believes the suspect 
isn’t mentally well. 

	The Best Team will be conduct-
ing a follow-up investigation on 
the suspect.

Assault Aggravated
03/26/2021 – Police responded 

to 75 West School St. at around 
1:51 a.m., and on arrival, officers 
spoke to the victim, who stated 
he was walking to his car when 
a man wearing a dark-colored 
gaiter-style mask approached him 
from behind and cut the victim on 
the neck. 

	The victim was unable to iden-
tify the suspect because, he said, 
everything happened so fast that 
he blacked out.  Officers were 
unable to determine if victim was 
robbed or if anything was missing 
from the his motor vehicle at this 
time. 

	The victim was transported to 
Mass General for an evaluation. 

	Area A-1 detective arrived on 
scene, and are conducting a fol-
low-up investigation.

Larceny - Theft from a Motor 
Vehicle

03/24/2021 – Police responded 
to 15 Washington St. at approx-
imately 4 p.m., and, on arrival, 

spoke with the victim, who stated 
she had parked her motor vehicle 
in the area of 15 Washington. St. 
on Sunday, March 21, about 4 
p.m. But when the victim returned 
to the vehicle on Wednesday, 
March 24, she observed the pas-
senger’s side door was ajar, and 
after inspecting the vehicle for 
missing items, she discovered her 
jacket, along with loose coins, had 
been stolen from the vehicle.

Burglary-Residential
04/05/2021 - Upon arrival at 4 

Sheafe St.  at around 12:45 p.m., 
police met with the caller who 
stated an unknown person had 
entered their three-unit condo and 
taken some clothing left outside 
their apartment door on the sec-
ond floor. The officers also spoke 
to the resident of Apartment #3, 
who stated she was missing a 
navy-blue Michael Kors long 
puffy coat she left hanging on the 
wall outside their apartment door 
on the third floor. A-1 Detectives 
responded to scene to gather evi-
dence and video surveillance of a 
female suspect leaving the scene.

Larceny Theft From a Motor 
Vehicle

03/31/2021 - On arrival at 36 
Baldwin St. at about 7:30p.m., 
the officer spoke to a victim, who 
reported her neighbor informed 
her that someone had rummaged 
through the victim’s vehicle in the 
early morning hours. After con-
ducting an inventory of the motor 
vehicle, she determined that only 
an old iPhone and loose change 
were taken, but the victim said 
she had surveillance footage of the 
incident. 

Warrant Arrest 
03/29/2021 - Upon arrival at 

41 Carney Court at 11:17 a.m., 
police had an active warrant out 
of Barnstable District Court for 
a female suspect. The officer con-
firmed the suspect was in fact 
inside the apartment, but the sus-
pect refused to open the door. The 
Boston Fire Department respond-
ed to the scene and was able to 
gain entry into the apartment. 
The suspect was arrested without 
further incident and transported 
to District A-1, where she was 
booked in the usually manner.
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North Washington Street Bridge construction look-ahead through April 17

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE

     

    
     
  


   
  
  


    
  
    
  
 

   
   
   


             
    
  


      
    
  


   
        
    
 

                
  
   


     
     
            


All real estate advertising in this  
newspaper is subject to the Federal 

Fair Housing Act of 1968, which 
makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial status 
(number of children and or preg-
nancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any inten-
tion to make any such preference, 

limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly 

accept any advertising for real 
estate that is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 

informed that all dwellings adver-
tising in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain about discrimi-

nation call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 

“ HUD” toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. For the N.E. area, call HUD 

at 617-565-5308. The toll free 
number for the hearing impaired 

is 1-800-927-9275.

FHAP AGENCIES &OTHER STATE/ 
LOCAL REFERRAL AGENCIES

This is a brief overview of con-
struction operations and impacts 
for the North Washington Street 
Bridge Replacement Project. 
MassDOT will provide additional 
notices as needed for high-impact 
work and changes to traffic con-
figurations beyond those described 
below.

                           

DESCRIPTION OF 
SCHEDULED WORK

•Building the piers:
*Pier 1 (closest to the North 

End): sealing and dewatering cof-
ferdam

*Pier 2: sealing and dewatering 
cofferdam

*Pier 3: installing rebar to pour 
concrete footing

*Pier 4: V arms formwork and 
rebar being installed

*Pier 5 (closest to Charlestown): 
V arm form work

•Installing, moving, and main-
taining silt curtains in the water

WORK HOURS
•Most work will be done 

during the daytime (6:00 a.m. – 
6:00 p.m.)

WORK THAT HAS BEEN 
COMPLETED

•Prior to 4/9, pier 5 column 
concrete pour was completed.

TRAVEL TIPS
The Westerly sidewalk, Lovejoy 

Wharf stairs, near Converse are 
open to the public with the opening 
of the temporary bridge, the adja-
cent section of the Harborwalk 

passing under the bridge remains 
closed.

The Tudor Wharf Walkway 
(under the bridge next to the 
water in Paul Revere Park) will 
be intermittently closed for safety 
during construction operations, 
with access provided via the Water 
Street underpass.

C H A R L E S T O W N  B E A T

POLICE/COMMUNITY MEETING: Meet the police & discuss public safety issues on the last Wednesday of 
every month at the police station, 20 Vine Street, at 6:00 p.m., 2nd floor, community room.
POLICE RELATED INFO: Contact the District A-1 Community Service Office at 617-343-4627. 

APARTMENT FOR RENT

REVERE
2 Room Apartment
Close to Beach St
Kitchen
Parking Space
Available Now
$1,500 N/U
No Pets
Call & Leave Message 
781-286-6617
----------------------
LYNN
Beautiful,  3  bdrm  apt.,  Own-
er  occu-
pied,  walk  to  ocean.  Avail-
able 4/1/21. Quiet street, 
$2,250/Mo
Background/references check
Call 617.529.0879
4/8/21, 4/15/21. 4/22/21
—————————————————

APT FOR RENT 
COVID CLEANED
AVAILABLE NOW
Revere  -  Washington Ave  new-
ly  remodeled 2  bdr, 2nd floor, 
W/D hookup, gas heat, min-
utes  form  Boston, 1 block to 
public   transportation. $1,750/
month  
978-751-0531
4/8/21, 4/15/21. 4/22/21
————————————————————
WINTHROP - Ft. Heath Apts. - 
Ocean View
Two - 1 BR apts. available in 
mod. shoreline bldg. Non-smok-
ing/no pets. Steps to  beach, 
minutes to Boston.
Pool, billiards, exercis facility, 
lounge, pkg. Heat & HW incl. 
617-846-7300 Debra.

Grocery Shoppers needed 
immediately part-time 
in Revere, Chelsea, 
Everett, Winthrop, 
Somerville, Cambridge. 
Driver’s license, car and 
phone required.  $32 
per delivery.  Call 508-
643-4090;3 or info@
scanpersonalservices.com 
__________

NEW BRIDGE CAFE
Kitchen Help Wanted
All Positions needed
Apply in Person
Mon - Fri 2 - 4PM
650 Washington Ave., 
Chelsea
617-884-0134
3/24, 3/31, 4/7
___________

HELP WANTED

REVERE
Furnished Room for Rent
Beachmont Revere
Shared Kitchen & Bath
10 minute walk to Beachmont T 

& Ocean
$820/mo
339-224-3839
3/31, 4/7, 4/14

FURNISHED ROOM FOR RENT



PA G E  1 6 A p r i l  8 ,  2 0 2 1T H E  C H A R L E S T O W N  PAT R I O T- B R I D G E

Special to the Patriot-Bridge

Retired Lt. Cmdr. Claire Bloom, 
former executive officer aboard 
USS Constitution, visited the com-
mand to speak to the crew as 
part of the ship’s observance of 
Women’s History Month, March 
30.

Bloom made history during her 
time at Constitution by becoming 
the first female officer to  serve 
aboard the ship and participating 
in the 1997 sail, the first time Old 
Ironsides sailed under  her own 
power since 1881.

Bloom visited the command to 
engage with the crew about her 
experiences on board and to link 
the past and present.

“I totally enjoyed it,” said 

Bloom. “Talking about my histo-
ry with the ship is really talking 
about the ship’s history, but from 
a personal perspective!”

Bloom provided an in depth 
view of the efforts of the 1997 
crew along with talking about her 
role not only as executive officer, 
but as the first female officer to 
serve aboard the ship 200 years 
after it was commissioned.

“I hope I am a good role 
model,” said Bloom. “If I can see 
smiling faces or nodding heads, 
I know I am making a positive 
difference, so I am fulfilling my 
mission.”

Bloom’s visit served as a living 
inspiration, especially to women 
serving in today’s armed forces.

“Having someone who we 

learn about, talk about and cel-
ebrate speak to us in person was 
an incredible experience,” said 
Seaman Katrina Mastrolia, who 
organized Bloom’s visit. “She 
serves as a tangible inspiration for 

women who hope to break down 
barriers inside and outside the 
military.”

Constitution went through a 
major restoration from 1992 to 
1996 in preparation for the 1997 

sail.
On July 21, 1997, Constitution 

sailed under her own power for 
the first time since 1881 and for 
the only time during the 20th 
century.

Don’t miss our annual
Summer in the CitySummer in the City Guide 

featuring  Safe Summer Camps & Great Safe Activities!

RUNNING APRIL 15
Beacon Hill | Back Bay | Fenway | Kenmore

South End | North End | Charlestown

Get ready Get ready 
forfor

DEADLINE: FRIDAY, APRIL 9TH

Deb DiGregorio
deb@thebostonsun.com

781-485-0588 x 101

Sioux 
Gerow

charlestownads@hotmail.com

    bb

oossttoonnThe              Sun The Beacon hill TimeS The Beacon hill TimeS 

T h e  N o r T h  e N dT h e  N o r T h  e N dT h e  N o r T h  e N dT h e  N o r T h  e N d
r e g i o N a l  r e v i e wr e g i o N a l  r e v i e w P A T R I O T - B R I D G E
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Make sure YOUR programs are inlcuded!
Text listings are only $80 — Great Deals on FULL COLOR Ads

1/6 Page Color

$600$600
1/4 Page Color

$900$900
1/2 Page Color

$1,200$1,200

SummerSummer !!
20212021

APRIL

RECYCLE YOUR YARD WASTE!
Check the Trash day app for your collection schedule, upcoming holiday 
delays or cancellations, and to search for items you can and can’t recycle. 
Learn more at boston.gov/yard-waste

Yard Waste drop off | 500 American Legion Hwy, Boston, MA 02131 

Leaf and yard waste curbside collection Household hazardous waste drop-off

TRASH 
DAY APP 

 USS Constitution’s first female executive officer returns as part of Women’s History Month

Retired Lt. Cmdr. Claire Bloom, former executive officer aboard USS Constitution.
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