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By Seth Daniel

The proposal for Monument 
Diner on Bunker Hill Street was 
continued at the License Board 
on March 3 to continue speaking 
with the community, and is to be 
back before the Board on March 
31, according to License Board 
officials.

The proposal had an online 
public airing late last month on 
Feb. 28, and was met with a good 
amount of support, but also some 
real concerns by neighbors about 
the 1 a.m. closing time and the 
addition of the all-alcohol restau-
rant license.

Proposing the venture are the 
owners of Monument Restaurant 
on Main Street, and their reputa-
tion and track record were cited 
numerous times at the meeting 
as proof that they would run the 
establishment responsibly.

Monument co-owner Jon 
Sweeney said the neighborhood 
has supported them well over 
the last four years, and especially 

during COVID-19. That has given 
them confidence to try to create a 
new concept on Bunker Hill Street 
where the former Grasshopper 
Café was.

Sweeney said he lives two 
blocks from the site, and knows 
the area well.

“We know the location very 
well and we feel it’s an under-
served part of the neighborhood,” 
he said. “We’ve heard a lot from 
people that they hope this remains 
a restaurant. So that’s our goal is 
to open a restaurant there in the 
spirit of the old location serving 
breakfast and lunch with the addi-
tion of dinner and the addition of 
a liquor license attached to it.”

Sweeney added that the liquor 
license is necessary to compete and 
stay in business, which is why it’s 
being added – and that they don’t 
intend to create a bar atmosphere 
or all-day drinking spot.

“We really need to have a liquor 
license there to compete,” he said. 
“Much like the Monument, this 

By Seth Daniel

The old saying goes that one 
cannot see the forest for all the 
trees, and in the emerging tree dis-
cussion regarding the Bunker Hill 
Housing Re-Development, current 
public housing residents say they 
are the forest, and they’re con-
cerns are being missed by advo-
cates who want to slow down 

the start of the re-development 
in favor of saving more existing 
trees.

The Charlestown Resident 
Alliance (CRA) Board and its pres-
ident, Nancy Martinez, said this 
week that residents from outside 
the development are controlling 
the narrative about trees within 
Bunker Hill, and it’s coming at a 
cost to the low-income humans 

that live within that very devel-
opment.

In a word, they feel invisible, 
or erased, in favor of saving trees.

“What is clear is that the loud-
est voices in the room have been 
from people who do not live in 
the development,” said Martinez 
this week, on behalf of the Board. 

Charlestown Community Service Officer Robert Luongo retired on 
February 19 after 33 years of service as a Boston Police Officer. “It 
has been a true honor working with Officer Luongo for the last 13 
years, first as a colleague at A1 and then as a key stakeholder within 
the Charlestown Coalition. His dedication and commitment to commu-
nity health and public safety was unparalleled. I have learned so much 
from him and truly appreciate his support, humor, friendship, and his 
tireless commitment to bettering the Charlestown Community. He will 
be greatly missed and we wish him all of the best as he enters into a 
well-earned retirement,” said Coalition Director Sarah Coughlin, who is 
pictured next to Luongo at the Bunker Hill Mall in 2019.

By Seth Daniel

The Boston Planning and 
Development Agency (BPDA) will 
request its Board to delay dis-
cussions of terms on a new lease 
with the Charlestown Marina for 
a large tract of watersheet that was 
to get a new lease this spring.

“BPDA staff recommends that 
Lease terms be amended to extend 
the market adjustment date to 
May 1, 2022 in recognition of 
the current economic instability,” 

read the Board memo. “In the 
meantime, Charlestown Marina 
will continue to pay base rent of 
$35,000. BPDA and Charlestown 
Marina will negotiate a new base 
rent for Board consideration by 
February 28, 2022. All other terms 
conditions of and the Lease will be 
unchanged.”

The Water Parcel D was a near-
ly 175,000 sq. ft. watersheet in 
the Navy Yard that has no direct 
access to land and is only accessi-
ble from the Charlestown Marina. 

The first lease came in 2015 and 
came as an incentive to entice the 
Marina to redevelop Pier 6 and the 
infamous Shipyard Quarters that 
closed in 2014 in a hail of turmoil.

To incentivize the Marina to 
lease Parcel D for 45 years, and 
recognizing the huge up-front 
costs that were required to fix Pier 
6, a flat fee of $35,000 per year 
was granted for the first five lease 
years. 

Monument Diner proposal 
to go back to Licensing

33 YEARS OF SERVICE

BPDA looks to delay discussions of rent increase for Marina watersheet

What about us?
Bunker Hill residents say they’ve been lost in the trees

Lease terms

(BPDA Pg. 3)

(MonuMent Pg. 7)

Mayor Martin Walsh poses with Charlestown Residents Alliance (CRA) officers Phil Rodgers, President 
Nancy Martinez, Tina Goodnow and Karla Wert in an April 2019 announcement about Bunker Hill. 
Martinez and the CRA say this week that their well-being has not been considered in recent discussions about 
saving trees.

(trees Pg. 13)
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The Bunker Hill Monument: An appreciation

Guest Op-ed

By David Lowe Cozad

 I grew up in the suburbs of 
Portland, Oregon, which is about 
as far away from the Bunker Hill 
monument as one can get while 
still standing on American soil. 
As I assume may be the case with 
many born on the other coast 
of the country, my knowledge of 
Bunker Hill did not expand far 
beyond what was covered by my 
history teachers.

Since moving to Charlestown, 
I have become enamored with 
the monument that many have 
cherished for so long. My nightly 
walks around the grounds with 
my wife and dog led me to do 
some further research on the bat-
tle itself and the lasting impact 
it left. I recently read Nathaniel 

Philbrick’s book Bunker Hill, and 
my reading, well, it led me right 
back to that hill. Back to the 
granite obelisk at the heart of our 
town. Back to where it all began.

Coming off of a year that 
was often bleak for so many 
Americans, we should take com-
fort in the hope that the monu-
ment represents. If only those citi-
zen-soldiers Philbrick writes about 
so eloquently could see Bunker 
Hill today. They would experience 
the chirping of birds, the pant-
ing of canines, the socializing of 
adults, and most importantly, the 
laughter of children. If only they 
could see the fruits of their sacri-
fice. They would see a community 
– where once there was a war. And 
that is something we should all 
take pride in and do our part to 

ensure it endures.
Documentarian and fel-

low proud New Englander Ken 
Burns calls our national parks 
“America’s best idea.” Thanks to 
the numerous park rangers and 
volunteers who make it all pos-
sible, we can see first-hand every 
day in Charlestown why that 
statement rings true.

Even though our formal day of 
Bunker Hill appreciation is still 
a few months away – we can, 
and should, no matter the day, 
appreciate just how lucky we are 
to have this beautiful monument 
right in our own backyard.

 David Lowe Cozad is a local 
writer. You can find his short 
stories, book reviews, and other 
works on his blog www.librarye-
ightyeight.com.

WHAT ARE THEY THINKING?
Patrick Henry, the fiery American patriot and orator during the 

American Revolution, famously said, “Give me liberty, or give me 
death!”

However, Repubican governors in some of our Southern and 
Midwestern states have, under the guise of “freedom,” given that phrase 
during the current pandemic a 21st century twist: 

“Give us liberty AND give us death!”
Ever since COVID-19 first was discovered, there have been a lot of 

unknowns about the disease and how it is transmitted. Scientists and 
medical professionals still are discovering new things about this bug and 
no doubt will continue to do so for years to come.

However, there is ONE thing about which there is now universal 
acceptance: Masking is THE most effective means we have for stopping 
the spread of this terrible disease. 

Some Republican governors have refused to order public mask man-
dates for reasons that clearly are about politics and have nothing to do 
with the health and safety of their citizens.

They make the argument that they want to reopen their states because 
the economic benefits outweigh the potential negative health conse-
quences. That, at least, is a debatable point.

However, the need to wear masks during a pandemic that features a 
virus that is spread by airborne particles from our noses and mouths is 
not debatable. More to the point, requiring citizens to wear masks is not 
inconsistent with “reopening” states’ economies. A state can still allow 
all of its businesses to operate fully AND also require that everyone wear 
masks at all times.

President Joe Biden remarked that these governors, mostly notably 
Bill Abbott of Texas and Kristi Noem of South Dakota, are “neander-
thal” in their thinking. Although the pundits quickly joked that Biden 
gave the Neanderthals (who became extinct, by the way) a bad name, it 
is no laughing matter that their dangerous policies will lead to entirely 
preventable deaths in their states, exposing front-line workers, first-re-
sponders, and healthcare providers to unnecessary risk of harm. 

Ms. Noem’s state of South Dakota for example, has the fifth-highest 
COVID death rate and second-highest infection rate among the 50 
states.

Every state has speed limits, stop signs, and red lights on its highways. 
Every state requires every citizen to wear pants in public at all times. 
The suggestion that a mask mandate during a public health crisis rep-
resents an impingement on personal freedom is absurd on its face (no 
pun intended).

We are fortunate that in Massachusetts and surrounding states, 
masking at all times has been widely-accepted since the beginning of the 
pandemic. We have a governor and a public health infrastructure that 
have left no doubt about the need for everyone to wear masks while 
among others.

There may be a lot of unknowns about COVID-19, but the efficacy 
of wearing masks is not one of them.
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DND Income Restricted Rental Opportunity 

Olmsted Green Phase IV Apartments 
529-535 Harvard Street & 112-114 Deering Road,  

Mattapan, MA 02126 
 

37 Affordable Units 

*5 Homeless Set-aside units will be filled through direct referral from HomeStart. For more 
information, please visit https://www.homestart.org/bostonhsa  or call 857-415-2139. 
**Rent will be reduced by the electricity and gas utility allowance with tenant payment. 

 
Minimum Incomes (set by owner + based on # of bedrooms + Area Median Income (AMI)) 

Maximum Incomes (set by DND + based on the household size + Area Median Income (AMI)) 

Minimum incomes do not apply to households with housing assistance (Section 8, MRVP, VASH). 
 

Applications are available during the application period for 42 days,  
from Monday, March 22, 2021, to Sunday, May 2, 2021 

HOURS: 
Monday to Friday (10 AM - 2 PM) 

Saturday, April 3, 2021 (10 AM - 2 PM) 
Friday, April 16, 2021 (3 PM - 7 PM) 

 
To request an application online, please visit http://bit.ly/olmstedgreen4 or call 617-655-6500 

After careful consideration and an abundance of caution, the City of Boston has decided to cancel the 
in-person application distribution period. If you cannot complete the application online, please call us 
at 617-655-6500, to request that we mail you one and to ask us for any guidance you might need to 
complete the application. 

We will be holding 2 virtual informational meetings on Tuesday, March 30, 2021, at 11 AM and Friday, 
April 16, 2021, at 3:30 PM through the following link:  
https://zoom.us/j/9822448466?pwd=VjYrNFBBL1pRbjFVK2tpOUFtOEoxUT09 

DEADLINE: Applications must be submitted online or postmarked no later than Sunday, May 2, 2021 
Mailed to: 2 Hummingbird Lane, Mattapan, MA 02126 

 
● Selection by Lottery. 
● Asset & Use Restrictions apply.  
● Preferences Apply. 

 
For more information, language assistance, or reasonable accommodations for persons with 
disabilities please call 617-655-6500 or email olmstedgreen@winnco.com 

 

# of 
Units 

# of 
bedrooms 

Estimated 
Square 

Feet 
Rent  Maximum 

Income Limit 

# built out for 
Deaf/hard of 

hearing 

3  1-bedroom  624 sq ft  $1,440**  60% AMI  — 

3*  2-bedroom  943 sq ft  30% of HH 
income  30% AMI  — 

5  2-bedroom  943 sq ft  $1,440**  50% AMI  — 

21  2-bedroom  943 sq ft  $1,728**  60% AMI  1 

2*  3-bedroom  1197 sq ft  30% of HH 
income  30% AMI  — 

1  3-bedroom  1197 sq ft  $1,663**  50% AMI  — 

2  3-bedroom  1197 sq ft  $1,995**  60% AMI  — 

# of 
bedrooms 

Minimum Income 
HH size 

Maximum Income 

50% AMI  60% AMI  50% AMI  60% AMI 

1-bedroom  $29,120  $34,944 
1  $44,800  $53,760 

2  $51,200  $61,440 

2-bedroom  $33,280  $39,936 
3  $57,600  $69,120 

4  $63,950  $76,740 

3-bedroom  $37,440  $44,928 
5  $69,100  $82,920 

6  $74,200  $89,920 
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By DA Rachael Rollins 

America as a whole is just 
beginning to recognize what Black 
and brown people have known 
for generations – that law enforce-
ment and the criminal legal system 
do not treat all people equally.  As 
leaders and elected prosecutors 
work to create more just and equi-
table systems at the local level, the 
George Floyd Justice in Policing 
Act of 2021 is working at the 
national level to do the same.  
This legislation is an important 
step toward addressing system-
ic racism and abuses as a coun-
try while striving to build greater 
trust in our criminal legal sys-
tem and helping acknowledge our 

nation’s painful origins and history 
of targeted harm and oppression.  
This bill improves the ability of 
individuals and communities to 
seek accountability for abuses of 
power and civil rights violations 
committed by members of law 
enforcement.  It reinforces the core 
belief that those who serve in 
positions of authority should be 
held to a higher standard.  The 
majority of the police officers and 
law enforcement partners that my 
staff and I work with everyday 
meet this high expectation.  They 
represent their agencies and their 
badge with honor, exhibiting cul-
tural competence and restraint in 
all of their encounters with com-
munity.  This federal legislation 
takes steps to address the actions 

of the outliers, those officers who 
display malice, hate, violence, 
and escalation in their encoun-
ters with poor, Black and brown 
communities.  By acknowledging 
the systemic racism built into the 
very fabric of our criminal legal 
system and the law enforcement 
agencies that are entrusted to serve 
and protect every community, but 
often have tensions within diverse 
communities across the country, 
we have begun walking the long 
path to reconciliation and healing. 
I want to thank the Massachusetts 
congressional delegation for unan-
imously supporting this bill, and I 
urge the Senate to take swift action 
and send it to President Biden’s 
desk.

By Julia Blatt

As Massachusetts observes 
World Water Day this year, our 
state’s communities have partic-
ular reason to celebrate.  The 
Massachusetts legislature recent-
ly enacted (and Governor Baker 
signed into law) a state sewage 
notification bill.  This important 
new law has been a long time 
coming.  

World Water Day falls on 
March 22nd of each year.  Since 
it first became a United Nations 
Observance Day in 1993, World 
Water Day has served as a time 
to think about, and take action to 
address, the water crisis.  In 2021, 
World Water Day focuses on the 
environmental, social and cultural 
value people place on water. The 
day provides Massachusetts resi-
dents an opportunity to consider 
the importance of clean water. 
Clean water is not something to 
take for granted.  

On this year’s World Water Day, 
Massachusetts Rivers Alliance, the 
Voice of Massachusetts Rivers, is 
celebrating a major step the state 
has taken toward ensuring safer 
rivers.  For years, Mass Rivers 
led advocacy efforts with many 
partners to pass a state law requir-
ing sewer operators to establish a 
notification system. The goal was 
to let the public know when there 
is a sewage discharge into a pub-
lic waterbody, so residents could 
avoid contaminated waters. 

Fecal bacteria poses many pub-
lic health threats, including ear 

and eye infections, skin rashes, 
hepatitis, and inflammation of the 
intestines. Emerging research also 
suggests that fecal bacteria can 
spread COVID-19. 

Many cities in the Northeast 
combine sewage and stormwater 
collection systems, a relic of long-
ago urban engineering.  These sys-
tems are designed to bypass waste-
water treatment facilities if the 
volume of water is too much for 
the facilities to handle. For these 
aging systems, heavy rain sends a 
mixture of untreated sewage and 
stormwater into local waterways. 
Until now, there was no way for 
the public to know when these 
discharges occurred, leaving peo-
ple downstream at risk of contact 
with contaminated waters.  

In 2018, an especially large 
volume of sewage pollution was 
discharged into the Merrimack 
River. As a downstream commu-
nity, Newburyport bore the brunt 
of all this sewage winding up in 
their waters.

The problems experienced in 
Newburyport, however, are not 
unique.   Sewage discharges regular-
ly harm water quality in our state. 
In Massachusetts, there are 181 
combined sewer overflow (CSO) 
outfalls, and 24 CSO permittees. 
In a typical year, Massachusetts’ 
waterways receive almost 3 billion 
gallons of untreated and partially 
treated sewage mixed with storm-
water from CSOs. These outfalls 
are concentrated in urban areas, 
like Fall River, Lawrence, and 
Lowell, making CSO pollution an 

environmental justice issue, as the 
closest waterways to residents of 
urban neighborhoods may be con-
taminated without their knowing. 

 The Massachusetts sewage noti-
fication bill was filed during five 
consecutive legislative sessions. 
Finally, in the summer of 2020, 
the bill passed the Massachusetts 
House of Representatives unan-
imously, and was sent to the 
Senate, where it sat until the final 
hours of the legislative session in 
January 2021. In quick succession 
that night, the Senate voted to pass 
it, and the House agreed to Senate 
modifications, sending the bill to 
the Governor’s desk. Governor 
Baker signed the bill on January 
12, 2021.

Raw and partially treated sew-
age should never be discharged 
into our waters. Public notifica-
tion of sewage discharges is an 
important first step, and Mass 
Rivers hopes the new law will 
lead to a greater public willingness 
to invest in much needed water 
infrastructure, including separat-
ing these combined sewer systems. 
These are expensive projects, but 
these investments are critical to 
protecting our environment, pub-
lic health and safety, and ensuring 
environmental justice and climate 
resiliency.  On World Water Day 
2021, Mass Rivers encourages all 
Massachusetts residents to pledge 
themselves to the goal of clean, 
safe water for all. 

Julia Blatt is the Executive 
Director, Massachusetts Rivers 
Alliance.

Rollins in Support of H.R. 1280 – 
George Floyd Justice in Policing Act

Guest Op-ed

World Water Day 2021: Cleaner Rivers for Massachusetts
Guest Op-ed

When that lease was signed, 
the BPDA and the Marina agreed 
to evaluate the market and look 
at the lease terms in May 2020. 
However, with COVID raging, 
everything changed. Because of 
those extraordinary circumstanc-
es, and not knowing what a true 
market will be on the other side of 
COVID, the BPDA is recommend-
ing a one-year reprieve on the new 
lease. Both parties have agreed 
to getting a consultant to set a 
new market rate early next year, 
and have something established by 
April 30, 2022. The new market 
rate for Water Parcel D would 
ideally be in place May 1, 2022.

The Board is expected to vote 
on the matter at the March 11 
meeting.

•DOVETAIL RESTAURANT 
TO REQUEST OUTDOOR 
SEATING

The ownership of the new 
Dovetail Restaurant in the Navy 
Yard are requesting that the BPDA 
Board allow them to use 2,850 
sq. ft. of land at Building 34 for 
seasonal outdoor seating with no 
fees.

Dovetail is owned and operated 
by the same folks that operate 
Brewer’s Fork in Hays Square, 
and it is the location of the former 
Navy Yard Bistro. The restaurant 
was approved for the outdoor 
seating program last year, and the 
approval expires on March 31.

They are looking to extend that 
until March 31, 2022.
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THE CITY OF BOSTON CAN HELP YOU
save money on your water and sewer bill.

Mayor Martin J. Walsh #BOSCanHelp BOS:311

Boston Water and Sewer Commission now provides seniors and
disabled homeowners a 30% discount on the sewer portion of their
monthly bill to go with the 30% discount on water. New discount
automatically applied to those already signed up. Are you eligible 
but don’t presently get a discount? Call 617-989-7800 to get signed up.

By Seth Daniel

As the only person in the 
Boston mayoral race who has pre-
viously run for the office, former 
Walsh Administration Economic 
Development Chief John Barros 
announced on March 4 that he 
intended to make a run for mayor 
this year.

Barros is described as a com-
munity development leader, small 
business owner, and Boston’s first 
Chief of Economic Development 
under Mayor Martin Walsh – a 
post he recently left to run for 
mayor full-time. A former com-
munity organizer and executive 
director of the Dudley Street 
Neighborhood Initiative (DSNI), 
Barros made the announcement 
at Restaurante Cesaria, the neigh-
borhood restaurant in Dorchester 
he has owned and operated for the 
past two decades.

Barros ran for mayor in 2013, 
but lost out in the Preliminary 
Election, and then supported 
Walsh – later joining the admin-
istration as the Chief of Economic 
Development. He has been there 
the last seven years, but said he is 
ready to take what he learned 

“I learned a lot in 2013,” he 
said. “It was a great race and a fun 
race. Not all candidates enjoyed it, 
but I enjoyed it. I enjoyed talking 
to people and being in living 
rooms and kitchens. As you know 
now we’re going to have to start 
this race with less kitchens and less 
living rooms. The conversations 
on Zoom are already vibrant. The 
conversations on phones and we 
have been able to meet with peo-
ple in rooms where we can social-
ly-distance and be safe. I have a 
good understanding of where I 
have some traction in the city. I 
have a good understanding of how 

to have good conversations with 
Bostonians, and I have had the 
pleasure to serve after 2013 as a 
City official…in City government. 
I’m ready to start this campaign, 
and more importantly I’m ready 
to lead the City of Boston.”

Barros appeared with his family 
that included four children – John 
Jr., Jeremiah, Casey and Olivia – 
and his wife, Tchiintcia. He was 
flanked by many supporters from 
the community and his family 
members, including his mother 
who is known as ‘Thaca.’

“As a father of four young chil-
dren, the future of Boston means 
everything to me,” Barros said. 
“I’ve lived my entire life deeply 
rooted in our community as an 
activist, as a small business owner, 
and as a government official. 
As Boston’s Chief of Economic 

Development, I changed the way 
that City Hall plans for growth 
and development. We’ve made a 
lot of progress, and now is the 
time to take our work further.”

Focusing on his experience with 
development at DSNI and his role 
as Economic Development Chief 
of Boston, Barros seemed to begin 
to differentiate himself as the can-
didate who would best know how 
to bring the City back to life eco-
nomically, equitably and socially.

“The next four years will be 
critical,” he said. “I have a plan to 
bring our city back to life in a safe 
way – in a more equitable way. We 
will confront racial injustice with 
honesty, courage, and compassion. 
We will make bold investments in 
community health, environmen-
tal justice, affordable housing 
and our children’s education and 
well-being. I’m ready to meet this 
moment, and I know Boston is 
ready to meet this moment too.”

He did address a question from 
the media about policing, and said 
he had already had discussions 
with long-time police officers – 
particularly officers of color – who 
understood there needed to be 
change. However, he also added 
that his campaign will not be 
antagonistic to police.

“It’s been clear in my conver-
sations that the police understand 
there needs to be transformation,” 
he said. “In fact, we can and will 
work with police to continue to 
move. I’m excited to have worked 
with Mayor Walsh on the new 
changes instituted in government 
now…I’m excited about the rec-
ommendations that recently came 
out of the Task Force and look 
forward to implementing them 
as mayor. I am in fact ready to 
talk to police about how we shift 
duties and roles that will move the 

budget around…I look forward 
to that conversation with police 
and not because I’m going to 
create a campaign to fight police. 
It’s because I’m going to work 
with the police officers and lead-
ership that get it and is ready to 
have hard conversations about the 
transformations we’re ready to 
do.”

As yet another person of color 
in the race, and the only Black 
man so far in the race, Barros said 
he believed the City was ready for 
that kind of change – that being 
electing the first person of color to 
be mayor.

“Boston is ready for diversity 
and Boston is ready for a candi-
date of color,” he said. “Boston is 
ready for a Black man like me to 
be mayor. You can feel it talking to 
people. People have called me and 
asked me questions about how to 
unite the city, how we raise our 
diversity…When I went around 
the City (the last seven years), peo-

ple didn’t say to me that I wasn’t 
welcome here. People embraced 
me and they didn’t embrace me 
in an anonymous way. They 
embraced my diversity. We talked 
about race, my background, about 
me being an immigrant, and they 
wanted to talk about that. We 
have been talking race in Boston 
awhile.”

A lifelong resident of Boston, 
Barros’ parents emigrated from 
Cabo Verde to Boston, where he 
attended both public and Catholic 
schools. At age 14, he became 
a community organizer with the 
Dudley Street Neighborhood 
Initiative (DSNI), the Roxbury 
and Dorchester-based community 
land trust. In 1991, he was the 
first youth elected to the DSNI 
Board of Directors.

John later served as executive 
director of DSNI/DNI, the largest 
urban community land trust in 

Former Economic Development chief John Barros announces campaign for Mayor

Back to the race! John Barros 
once again pins his ‘Barros for 
Mayor’ button on his lapel March 
4, shortly before announcing 
that he would be running again 
for mayor this year. In 2013, 
he ran in a crowded Mayoral 
Preliminary Election, but did not 
prevail to the General Election.

Former City Economic Development Chief John Barros announced on 
March 4 that he is running for mayor of Boston – the only current can-
didate that has previously run for the seat. He made the announcement 
with his wife, Tchiintcia, and his four children.

(BArros Pg. 5)
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By Seth Daniel

This week, Senator Sal 
DiDomenico sat at his home 
reviewing the video of last year’s 
DiDomenico Foundation annual 
St. Patrick’s Day Roast at the 
Knights of Columbus – a yearly 
tradition bringing most everyone 
from the state and regional polit-
ical and civic circles together for 
one night of good-hearted joking 
and fun just prior to the overall 
fun of St. Patrick’s Day in Greater 
Boston.

“It’s crazy,” he said. “No one 
is wearing masks. It was the last 
big event in the state to happen 
before the pandemic and you can 
look at it and say, ‘That’s when it 
all started.’ You look at everyone 
and see them at the tables eating 
and laughing at each other and 
you just get nervous seeing it now. 
It looks so unusual. Depending on 
the day, it seems so far away and 
also like it was just yesterday…

No one knew what was coming, 
and no one could have predicted 
we’d be in the same situation one 
year later.”

That is exactly where soci-
ety stands right now as one year 
has passed on the calendar and 
COVID-19 remains, and while 
there have been some needed vic-
tories lately, the mystery remains 
as to how long it could last or 
whether it could become a per-
manent part of our lives. In that 
spirit, DiDomenico said this week 
he would be cancelling the annual 
event, which would have taken 
place normally this Friday – just 
prior to the March 17 St. Patrick’s 
Day celebration. The event is a 
who’s-who of state and local pol-
itics, bringing U.S. Senators, Gov. 
Charlie Baker, Mayor Martin 
Walsh shoulder to shoulder with 
elected officials and community 
leaders from Everett, Charlestown, 
Chelsea, Cambridge and other 
locales. It all has been done to have 
a fun time, but also to raise money 

for the DiDomenico Foundation. 
“We thought about doing it 

virtually, but just decided it wasn’t 
appropriate,” he said. “The notion 
of the event being a fundraiser and 
an event with jabs and jokes didn’t 
seem appropriate with the pan-
demic still raging. The Foundation 
does suffer because we can’t raise 
needed funds for the community, 
but we felt it just wasn’t the right 
thing to do this year.”

Last year’s event took place on 
March 6, and it was really the 
only St. Patrick’s event that took 
place. The South Boston Parade 
was quickly cancelled afterward, 
and most of the bars and special 
events went on lockdown shortly 
after DiDomenico’s event. By St. 
Patrick’s Day, most people were 
thinking about the dark times of 
the first COVID surge rather than 
toasting a Guinness to the old sod.

For now, the memories of that 
March 6 event seem very surreal 
to DiDomenico. The pandemic 
was knocking at the door, very 

literally, but no one knew – no one 
thought it would be serious. So it 
was they were enjoying themselves 
in a familiar environment for what 
would be the last traditional func-
tion for more than a year.

DiDomenico recalled that 
attendance was not hindered by 
the mentions of COVID-19, and 
there were a couple of jokes at the 
time that are now cringe-worthy 
given the luxury of hindsight. 

“The BioGen people did make 
it a little more serious for us as it 
happened that day, meaning ear-
lier that day we heard they were 
going to the hospital,” he said. 
“The governor and the mayor had 
to cancel, but we were told the 
BioGen issue was contained and 
we’d be fine. It was an isolated 
incident. So, the attendance at my 
event wasn’t impacted at all. We 
had a full room. All the elected 
officials were there minus the gov-
ernor and Mayor Walsh. So, we 

thought that was an isolated event 
and everything was fine. Little did 
we know what lied ahead for all of 
us in only a few days.”

DiDomenico said he looks at 
the tapes from last year’s event, 
seeing friends like Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria, Everett City Councilors, 
Chelsea Collaborative’s (now 
La Colaborativa) Gladys Vega, 
Chelsea Supt. Almi Abeyta, 
Charlestown State Rep. Dan 
Ryan, and Charlestown Councilor 
Lydia Edwards – in addition to 
then-Congressman Joe Kennedy 
and AG Maura Healey, to name 
but a few. He said it hurts to 
watch it, as it recalls one of the 
last times he can remember having 
fun with others and not worrying 
about protocols and sickness.

“Looking back at it, we didn’t 
know,” he said. “It was one of the 
last community events and we’ll 
look back on it and say it was the 
end of how we lived for awhile.”

TO ADVERTISE 

PLEASE cALL 

781-485-0588

BArros (from pg. 4)

WORMS?
INFECTIONS?

DISEASE?

BYE FELICIA!

angell.org

Angell Animal Medical Center | 350 S. Huntington Ave, Boston | 617-522-7282
MSPCA-Angell West | 293 Second Ave, Waltham | 781-902-8400

24/7 Emergency Vet Care
Weekend Appointments  |  Free On-Site Parking

With services ranging from
24/7 emergency & critical
care to cardiology; from
behavior services to surgery, 
Angell has everything you
need to keep them healthy
and happy.
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• Dermatology

• Diagnostic Imaging
    (with on-site CT)
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• Surgery

Angell is Here to Help!
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Senator DiDomenico will not hold annual St. Patrick’s Day Roast

the country. He held that post 
for 13 years, during which time 
the organization made tremendous 
strides toward neighborhood revi-
talization and community wealth 
creation. Working with communi-
ty partners, DSNI developed new 
community centers and created 
open spaces and parks. It opened 
schools, commercial property, 
and built permanently affordable 
housing.

In 2014, he was appointed as 
Boston’s first Chief of Economic 
Development, where he oversaw 
programs to help businesses grow 
while fostering economic inclusion 
and equity. Prior to that, John 
had served on the Boston School 
Committee for three years.

John earned a Master of Public 
Policy from Tufts University and a 
B.A. in African/African-American 
Studies from Dartmouth College. 
He lives with his wife and their 
four children in Dorchester.
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Staff Report

Councilor Lydia Edwards, Chair 
of the Committee on Government 
Operations, will chair a hearing 
discussing changes to the zoning 
code that amend Boston’s out-
dated linkage policy and formu-
la. The docket was referred to 
the Committee on January 27, 
2021, and a hearing was  held on 
March 4, where public comment 
was taken. 

In January 2021, Governor 
Charlie Baker signed a home rule 
petition allowing Boston to adjust 
linkage to be more closely aligned 
with the current market, and cre-
ates additional opportunities for 
the creation of affordable housing 
and job training. The legislation 
specifically allows Boston to devel-
op linkage exaction and threshold 
adjustments.

Moving quickly to take 
advantage of this new authority, 
Councilor Edwards introduced 
these amendments to define and 
codify inclusionary development 
into zoning code and adjust it 
on an annual basis based on the 
Combined Index (CPI). In addi-

tion, developers of large projects 
within a Planned Development 
Area would be required to pay the 
updated linkage fees or an equiv-
alent amount in public benefits 
if amending their projects in the 
future.

“This is the autonomy 
we fought for in Boston” said 
Councilor Edwards. “These zon-
ing amendments will ensure that 
our City has a codified definition 
of  inclusionary development and 
allow for regular updates tied to 
inflation. They will close loop-
holes that cost the City millions in 
affordable housing and job train-
ing money and require developers 
to meet future rates of the linkage 
every time they change their proj-
ects. I look forward to working 
with administration officials from 
the Department of Neighborhood 
Development, the Boston Planning 
and Development Agency, and 
Economic Development during 

Thursday’s hearing.”
Specific actions of the pro-

posed text amendment include 
the following: adds a definition 
of Inclusionary Development 
mirrored in the original home 
rule petition; adds an “Interim 
Applicability of Inclusionary 
Development Policy” for enforce-
ment during a transition period; 
codifies the rate of inflation by 
tying linkage to a Combined Index 
(CPI), a measure currently in the 
home rule petition but not in 
zoning; provides legal safety pre-
cautions for enforcement placing 
the responsibility on the BPDA to 
update; lastly, requires a linkage 
update to any PDA amendment 
“effective in the year of the pro-
posed amendment, or shall deter-
mine an equivalent public benefit 
in exchange for further zoning 
relief”.

The Boston Linkage Program 
was created in 1986 to leverage 

funding for affordable housing 
and workforce training through 
payments from large-scale com-
mercial real estate development 
and is part of Inclusionary 
Development. Previously, BPDA 
was only allowed to adjust link-
ages every three years based on 
inflation, and the rate prior to 
February 2021 was $10.81 per 
square foot, of which $9.03 went 
to affordable housing and $1.78 
went to labor development. Now 
the rate is $15.39 per square 
foot, of which $13.00 will be 
dedicated to affordable housing 
and $2.39 will be dedicated to 
workforce training. To qualify 
for BPDA housing opportunities, 
renters must fall under the 70% 
AMI ($66,650 for a household of 
two) and homeowners must fall 
under the 100% AMI threshold 
($95,200 for a household of two)  
as of 2020.

TO ADVErTISE PLEASE cALL 781-485-0588

 

     Equal Housing Opportunity  
 

 
BPDA Income-Restricted Rental Opportunity 

367 Neponset Ave & 11 Minot Street 
Dorchester, MA 02122 

www.367NeponsetLottery.com  
 

3 Income-Restricted Rental Units 

# of Units # of Bedrooms Rent Maximum Income 
Limit (by AMI) 

2 1-Bedroom $1,267 70% 
1 2-Bedroom $1,492 70% 

 
Minimum Income Limits (set by owner + based on # of bedrooms + AMI) 

Maximum Income Limits (set by the BPDA + based on household size + AMI) 
# of 

Bedrooms 
Minimum Yearly 

Income*** 
Household 

size 70% AMI 

1-Bedroom $45,612 
1 $58,350  
2 $66,650  
3 $75,000  

2-Bedroom $53,712 
4 $83,300  
5 $90,000  
6 $96,650  

*** Minimum incomes do not apply to households receiving  
housing assistance such as Section 8, VASH, or MRVP.  

 
Maximum Asset 
Limits (70% AMI) 

$75,000 
Does not include retirement. Does include Real Estate. 

 
Applications are available during the application period: 
Monday, March 15, 2021 – Wednesday, March 31, 2021 

 
To request + complete the application online, please visit:  www.367NeponsetLottery.com 

To have a hard copy of the application sent to your mailing address, please call: 781-992-5316 
 

After careful consideration and an abundance of caution, the City of Boston has decided to 
cancel the in-person application distribution period.  If you cannot complete the application 
online, please call us at 781-992-5316, to request that we mail you one and to ask us for any 

guidance you might need to complete the application. 
 

Fully completed + signed applications must be submitted 
online or postmarked no later than Wednesday, March 31, 2021 

 
Mailed to: 

Maloney Properties, Inc. 
Attention: 367 Neponset Lottery 

27 Mica Lane, Wellesley MA 02481 
 

● Selection by lottery. Asset, Use & Occupancy Restrictions apply.  
● Preference for Boston Residents.  
● Preference for Households with at least one person per bedroom.  

 
For more information, language assistance, or to make a request for reasonable 

accommodations, please call Maloney Properties, Inc. at 781-992-5316 | US Relay 711  
Email: 367Neponset@maloneyproperties.com 

Staff Report

With a current increase in dog 
adoptions during the COVID-19 
quarantine, the Boston Parks and 
Recreation Department’s Animal 
Care and Control Division is 
reminding city dog owners that 
the annual deadline for licensing 
their pets is March 31. All dogs 
in Boston require a new license 
each year. 

“A license is your dog’s fastest 
ticket home if they become lost, 
and it’s the law,” notes Animal 
Care and Control Director Alexis 
Trzcinski. “A dog license is like 
an ID for your pet. If they ever 
get lost, the chances of you being 
reunited are much higher with a 
license.”

In preparation for the 2021 
licensing deadline, the Animal 
Care & Control Division ana-
lyzed licensing data from last year 
to reveal the most popular dog 
names of 2020. The top five dog 
names registered in Boston were 
Luna, Bella, Charlie, Lucy, and 
Lola. Rounding out the bottom 
of the top 25 were Buddy, Riley, 
Finn, Coco, and Winston.

All dog owners must license 
their dogs by Wednesday, March 
31, 2021. Dogs must be licensed 
if they are older than six months. 
Owners must provide a copy of 

their dog’s current rabies cer-
tificate and proof of spaying or 
neutering. For an in-depth guide 
on dog licensing, including a link 
to license your dog online, visit 
Animal Care & Control’s how-to 
article. 

The fees for licensing your dog 
are $15 for a neutered male or 
spayed female or $30 for an intact 
male or female. Dog owners who 
pay online with a credit card will 
be subject to a 2.7 percent service 
fee (the minimum service fee is 
$1.00). License applications may 
also be picked up in person or 
requested by mail; walk-in and 
mailed payments are accepted via 
check or money order. 

Due to the ongoing COVID-19 
health emergency, Animal Care 
and Control office hours are limit-
ed; please contact the office ahead 
of your visit. Whether you provide 
your information and payment 
online, by mail, or in person, your 
dog’s license will be mailed to you.

If you are renewing a dog 
license, you will need to provide 
your dog’s license number. The 
dog licensing fee is waived for 
service animals and residents age 
70 and older. Owners must also 
pay any outstanding Animal Care 
and Control fines. The fine for 
an unlicensed dog is $50. Please 
call (617) 635-534 or email ani-

malcontrol@boston.gov with any 
questions about the licensing pro-
cess or to update your information 
in the database. 

For current social distancing 
guidelines in City of Boston parks, 
please visit www.Boston.gov/coro-
navirus.

Top 25 Dog Names Of 2020
Based on City of Boston 2020 

Licensing Data
 1. LUNA
 2. BELLA
 3. CHARLIE
 4. LUCY
 5. LOLA
 6. DAISY
 7. BAILEY
 8. COOPER
 9. MAX
 10.PENNY
 11.OLIVER
 12.TEDDY
 13.MAGGIE
 14.STELLA
 15.OLLIE
 16.MOLLY
 17.LILY
 18.SCOUT
 19.ROCKY
 20.MILO
 21.BUDDY
 22.RILEY
 23.FINN
 24.COCO
 25.WINSTON

councilor Edwards holds hearing on updates to linkage 

Councilor Lydia Edwards.

Boston dog licensing deadline is March 31
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By Seth Daniel

With all eyes regarding devel-
opment on the Sullivan Square 
area right now, one project that 
will impact Charlestown – but 
is only slightly in the Town – 
has been approved and will be 
ready for construction in about 12 
months.

Criterion Development, of 
Waltham and Dallas, permitted 
with the City of Somerville a 
major development on Cambridge 
Street in the Lost Village recently. 
That development will remake an 
entire half of a block, including 
reimagining the Somerville City 
Club, building out 205 residential 
units and eventually building a 
hotel on the Charlestown side of 
the property.

The L-shaped development 
tract was a little off the radar in 
Charlestown due to the fact that 

most of it lies in Somerville along 
the Inner Belt Road and across 
the street from the Somerville 
Holiday Inn – meaning that per-
mits and processes were run out 
of Somerville City Hall and not 
Boston.

Jack Englert, of Criterion’s 
Waltham office, said they have 
permitted 205 units of housing 
and they will be rebuilding the 
Somerville City Club within the 
development. It will be reinvented 
as a pub or some other entertain-
ment hub. The City Club is well 
known to those in the Town for 
frequently hosting Charlestown-
themed boxing nights, as well as 
other functions over the years.

Englert said they typically build 
luxury units, so this development 
will include a full array of amenity 
space, with some modifications to 
that program due to COVID-19 
lifestyle changes. 

One piece of property that is in 
Charlestown – and was purchased 
late last year from Paradigm 
Properties (which has owned 
industrial and research/develop-
ment properties on Roland Street 
since 2012)  - will one day host a 
full-service hotel. It will be locat-
ed on the corner of Washington 
Street/Cambridge Street and Inner 
Belt. 

“That plan is out there when 
the industry comes back,” he said.

The plan is for one building, 
five stories tall that would include 
400 spaces of parking to be shared 
between three uses – including an 
office space for Paradigm, the City 
Club and the residences. 

“We should be delivering our 
first units in 24 months from 
now,” Englert said. “It could be 
a little less time. You’ll start to see 
some major activity there in about 
12 months.”

would be food focused and fam-
ily friendly…We can’t do what 
was there before, a quiet place 
that closes at 2 p.m. We need to 
serve dinner and to serve dinner 
and compete we need a liquor 
license. The concept we’ve chosen 
is probably the least threatening 
we could choose…This isn’t going 
to be a place where buddies go 
down and watch the Pats play and 
drink beers.”

The renovations would be min-
imal, though they would remodel 
to their brand and open up the 
kitchen. Also, they would cre-
ate a small bar – 10 feet long - 
where the cashier area was at the 
Grasshopper where people could 
eat and drink. It would have 74 
seats and 14 standing spots for its 
capacity.

Neighbors Liz Whiteley and 
Tim O’Brien had issues with the 
hours and the liquor license, say-
ing it could cause disruptions that 
weren’t there in the past when 
Grasshopper closed at 2 p.m.

“I am concerned about the All-
Alcohol license and the 1 a.m. 
operating hours and the impact 
those operating hours could have 
on direct abutters and close abut-
ters,” said Whiteley.

Added O’Brien, “The hours 
could have a negative effect…All 
it takes is a small group for a 
neighborhood like this to create a 
big disruption.”

Neighbor Richard McCarthy 
was also concerned about late 

hours.
“If it’s a restaurant versus a 

bar it would be much better if the 
hours were adjusted during the 
week when you’re not likely to 
have as much business and then 
Friday and Saturday maybe stay 
open until 11 p.m. or midnight,” 
he said.

However, just as many folks 
were excited about the proposition 
and gave full support and confi-
dence to the local ownership.

“I would lend my full support 
to for this license,” said Steve 
Lakus. “We’ve had a restaurant 
in that space awhile…I’ve seen 
this group be successful elsewhere 
in Town. I think it’s something 
we’re really missing on Bunker 
Hill Street. I think the street has 
stayed a little too much residential 
in the last 15 or 20 years.”

Shannon Fabiano said Bunker 
Hill Street used to be much more 
commercial when she was young-
er, and keeping the restaurant in 
this space would be vital to giving 
some life to Bunker Hill Street.

“When I was growing up here, 
there were 10s of businesses down 
there,” she said. “To say it’s resi-
dential, then what is Main Street? 
There are lots of residences on 
Main Street. You have the whole 
Mishawum Development there, 
some 500 kids in there. I get 
the neighborhood concern and I 
appreciate everyone’s outlook, but 
I think it would totally revitalize 
this half of the Town.”

MonuMent  (from pg. 1)

     Affordable Senior Housing 
Senior Living on Bellingham Hill 
100 Bellingham Street in Chelsea 

1-774-745-7446 
 

   Need a comfortable place to call home? 
   Studio and one-bedroom apartments for seniors aged 62 or above.  

   Certain income limits apply. Please call the number above for more information!                

Do you live in a community just north of Boston?              

     

                                If you need help getting dressed, grooming, bathing, or running errands,                                   
  our highly-qualified and trained team of Registered Nurses, Social Workers,                                       

                  Certified Nursing Assistants and Home Health Aides work with you to enhance  
                          your quality of life while allowing you to remain living independently. 

 

              Call RSSI In-Home Supportive Services 
                 Toll-Free at 1-888-333-2481 

                                                        Various payment options available.  Must be at least 18 years old. 

By Seth Daniel

Boarded-up windows usually 
mean blight or neglect, but in the 
case of the Bunker Hill Housing 
Development, several boarded-up 
public housing buildings means 
the first movement towards the 
beginning of the long-discussed 
Bunker Hill Redevelopment proj-
ect.

The first floors of six public 
housing buildings slated for demo-
lition in Phase 1 have been board-
ed up or are in the process of being 
boarded up this week. Meanwhile, 
more than 100 families have been 
relocated within the development 
or off-site as they await a return 

following the 24-month construc-
tion process for the first two build-
ings.

“It absolutely does mean we are 
moving ahead and it is a milestone 
and it’s very exciting,” said Lydia 
Agro, of the Boston Housing 
Authority (BHA). “It means we’re 
moving and preparing and we’ve 
moved the households and are 
working with the developer and 
the CRA (Charlestown Residents 
Alliance) to start construction as 
soon as possible.”

Agro said more than 100 
households have been relocated 
on-site or off-site to prepare the 
buildings for demolition within 
Phase 1 – which will start behind 

and beside the Kennedy Center in 
Hays Square. Agro said it is com-
mon during a BHA redevelopment 
to board up the first floor win-
dows for security after residents 
have vacated the premises.

Already, the BHA has recent-
ly relocated 99 households and 
are working with six additional 
households that need to be relo-
cated before anything starts. Of 
those 99, some 55 were relocated 
on-site in the Charlestown devel-
opment, while 44 were relocated 
off-site to other BHA properties.

Agro said it was important to 
note that of the 44 that are off-
site, some chose to move off-site 
by choice or the BHA was unable 

Bunker hill housing Development readies for Phase 1 with boarded-up windows, relocations

New development on charlestown line

to provide them with a unit that 
had the necessary bedroom sizes 
to accommodate their families.

A handful of families were also 
relocated earlier in the process due 
to a fire in the development, and 
also some building code issues. 

Adding them all up, that makes 

117 families that have been relo-
cated for various reasons, both 
on-site and off-site.

All 117 families will be eligible 
to return if they wish when the 
new buildings are completed as 
part of Phase 1A and 1B.

OBITUARIES
Effective Jan. 1, 2021

All obituaries and death notices 
will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit.  
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588
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Senator
Sal 

DiDomenico

Happy 

St. Patrick's Day

from your friends at the Kennedy Center

May Your troubles be less, 

may your blessings be more...

www.kennedycenter.org | 617-241-8866

MARY KAY DONOVAN   
617-872-1314 

The Charlestown RENTAL Connection 
CCOONNNNEECCTTIINNGG  QQUUAALLIIFFIIEEDD  PPEEOOPPLLEE  TTOO  QQUUAALLIITTYY  HHOOMMEESS  

BBOOTTHH  SSAALLEESS  AANNDD  RREENNTTAALLSS  SSIINNCCEE  11998811..  

mkrealestateassociates/thecharlestownrentalconnection

Wishing everyone a healthy

If you are considering selling or have a 
rental unit, please contact me. I would 

appreciate the opportunity to meet with 
you at your convenience.

™

May the Irish hills caress you,
May her lakes and rivers 
bless you.
Here's to you, 
your friends and family
May the blessings of 
St. Patrick behold you.

STATE REPRESENTATIVE DAN RYAN
www.RepDanRyan.com

Danny
Oh Danny boy, the pipes 

the pipes are calling, 
From glen to glen and on 

the mountainside. 
The summer’s gone and all 

the leaves are falling, 
‘Tis you must go, ‘tis you 
must go and I must bide !

But come you back, when 
summer’s in the meadow, 
Or when the valley’s hush 

and white with snow ! 
Then I’ll be there in sun-

shine or in shadow, 
Oh Danny Boy, Oh Danny 

Boy, I love you so !

And if you come, when all 
the flowers are dying 

And I am dead, as dead I 
well may be 

You’ll come and find the 
place where I am lying 
And kneel and say an 

“Ave” there for me.

And I shall hear, tho’ soft 
you tread above me 

And all my dreams will 
warm and sweeter be 

If you’ll not fail to tell me 
that you love me 

I simply sleep in peace 
until you come to me.

Oh Danny Boy, Oh Danny 
Boy, I love you so!

FFrriieennddss  ooff  RRyyaann  ““DDuuccee””  MMoorrrriisssseeyy  
SScchhoollaarrsshhiipp  FFuunndd  

The Friends of Ryan “Duce” Morrissey Scholarship 
Fund is pleased to announce that scholarships 
totaling $15,000 will again be offered this year. 
Scholarships are available to college and high 
school students. Details and application forms 

may be obtained from our website. 
wwwwww..rryyaannmmoorrrriisssseeyysscchhoollaarrsshhiipp..ccoomm  

Questions: rryyaannmmoorrrriisssseeyysscchhoollaarrsshhiipp@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm

ER INFORBOSTON .COM

 

Happy Saint Patrick's

Day!

Erin Murphy for Boston 
City Council At-large

May your troubles be less and your blessings be more,
And nothing but happiness come through your door.

 

Let's Bring Boston Back. Together.
Back to Work * Back to School* Back Together

Join us at erinforboston.com
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V i s i t  w w w . c h a r l e s t o w n b r i d g e . c o m

Artists Group of Charlestown/
Stove Factory Gallery

523 Medford St., Charlestown
617-241-0130

contact@artistsgroupofcharles-
town.com

FB:@ArtistsGroupofCharlestown 
IG:@AGC.StoveFactory Gallery
Open call to artists for submis-
sions to the 2021 Spring Show, 
“Revitalized”. Entry deadline 

Mar 21, for details visit artists-
groupofcharlestown.com/exhib-

it-submissions/

E Inc
114 6th St - Room 1030

Charlestown
http://www.einc-action.org/

(617) 242-4700
info@einc-action.org

FB/IG:eincboston
Don’t miss the 2nd Annual 

(VIRTUAL) Wild and Scenic Film 
Festival  Sat, Mar 20th, 2021, 

6:30pm. Visit http://www.einc-ac-
tion.org/  for details.

Harvest on Vine 
Emergency Food Pantry

49 Vine St.
Non-profit organization, seeking 

contributions & volunteers
Visit www.Stmary-stcatherine.org

Or call Tom MacDonald 617-
990-7314. 

Irish Eyes Boston
Charlestown owned specialty 

shop with Irish gifts for everyone.
Charlestown blankets will be 

back in stock at the end of the 
month. Shop via Facebook and 
Instagram listings or pushcart at 

Faneuil Hall
Delivery available in Charlestown

FB:@IrishEyesPushcart
IG:@Irisheyesboston

John P. McHugh Electric 
Complete Electrical Services

617-320-7703
Hours: Mon. - Sat. 8am - 7pm
First responders 10% off entire 
bill. Gift Certificates Available 

Www.johnpmchughelectric.com.

happy St Patrick’s Day!
Support charlestown 

Businesses

Just over a week after Jon 
Santiago launched his campaign, 
State Representative Aaron 
Michlewitz from the North End 
has endorsed Jon Santiago for 
Mayor of Boston.

“I am proud to endorse Jon 
Santiago for Mayor of Boston. 
Our city stands on the precipice 
of a new era of leadership and I 
know Jon’s experience as a doctor, 
a veteran, a Peace Corps volun-
teer, and as a state representative 
make him the most qualified to 
lead us into that new era,” said 
Representative Michlewitz. “He 
will help us recover as a city and 

region.” 
Michlewitz represents the Third 

Suffolk District, which comprises 
the neighborhoods of the North 
End, Waterfront, Chinatown, 
South End, Downtown, Leather 
District, Bay Village, and portions 
of the West End, Beacon Hill and 
the Back Bay. In 2019, he was 
named Chair of the House Ways 
and Means Committee and con-
tinues to hold that post. Born and 
raised in the North End, Rep. 
Michlewitz and Santiago have 
delivered for Boston neighbor-
hoods on a variety of legislative 
initiatives including COVID-19 

relief, landmark education reform, 
transportation investments, and 
the expansion of affordable hous-
ing.

“Having worked with 
Chairman Michlewitz on Beacon 
Hill to deliver urgently needed 
results for our city and state, 
I’ve seen firsthand how much he 
cares about our city and expand-
ing opportunity for all,” Santiago 
said. “I am humbled to receive his 
endorsement and look forward to 
working with him and communi-
ty leaders throughout Boston to 
bring our city back stronger than 
ever.” 

Jon Santiago is currently serv-
ing his second term as the State 
Representative for the 9th Suffolk 
District representing the South 
End, Roxbury, Back Bay, and 
Fenway neighborhoods of Boston. 
He is an emergency room physi-
cian employed at Boston Medical 
Center, the city’s safety net hos-
pital. He serves as a captain in 
the U.S. Army Reserve and has 
deployed overseas. Prior to these 
experiences, Santiago served as 
a Peace Corps volunteer in the 
Dominican Republic. He lives 
in the South End with his wife, 
Alexandra.

Ways and Means chairman Aaron Michlewitz endorses Jon Santiago for Mayor of Boston

Jon Santiago.

By Seth Daniel

St. Patrick’s Day in Charlestown 
is a day where the best of the 
Town comes out and the large 
Irish American population cele-
brates to the fullest – and most of 
the time that means raising a pint 
of Guinness at the Warren Tavern, 
which hosts a large St. Pat’s Party 
every year.

Last year, however, rosy cheeks 
had turned to worried looks, and 
the doors of the Tavern on St. 
Patrick’s Day – like the rest of the 
city – were closed and the City was 
just delving into the first weeks of 
the COVID-19 lockdown.

Those sad times one year ago 
will hopefully be replaced this year 
with a modified and moderate 
celebration at the Tavern where 
there can still be a toast to the old 
sod from the table – but not the 
usual singing, dancing and cavort-
ing around the dining room.

“We are thrilled to have some-
thing, but we are working with the 

hand we’ve been dealt,” said Kim 
Mahony, of the Warren Tavern. 
“We’re going to have corned beef, 
Irish music playing and Guinness 
flowing and everyone being seated 
and following the mandates and 
protocols. I think we can accept 
that. I certainly know our patrons 
have been wonderful at following 
the rules…As long as everyone 
stays seated and follows the rules, 
we’re going to have a good time.”

Mahoney added that there will 
be a recorded broadcast of Irish 
step dancing from the Goulding 
School in Medford, and they will 
play that throughout the week. 
The kick off to St. Patrick’s Day 
will take place on Sunday, with the 
actual day on Wednesday, March 
17.

It is in stark contrast to the 
cancellation altogether of St. 
Patrick’s Day last year. Mahoney 
said instead of joy and laughter, 
the Tavern was closed and people 
were worried.

“It was sad,” she said. “The last 

day we were open was the day that 
would have been the South Boston 
parade – the Sunday before St. 
Patrick’s Day. It’s a day I’ll never 
forget. It was eerie. The bars in 
South Boston were shut down. We 
as a staff started to think about 
how we would be safe and our 
customers too. Without having 
St. Patrick’s Day, it was a huge 
loss. It’s one of the biggest times 
for the Tavern. There was just 
nothing right about it. St. Patrick’s 
Day at the Warren Tavern is a day 
Charlestown shines.”

She said the annual mixture 
of long-time residents, and new 
residents learning of the deep Irish 
culture in the Town, have made it 
a special time of year. With all of 
that gone for a year, it was a huge 
void that they hope to fill with 
caution this year.

“We’re going to try to get some 
remnant of that back this year,” 
she said. “At least we can be 
together this year and celebrate the 
best we can.”

After being cancelled in 2020, there will be a 
cautious St. Patrick’s Day at Warren Tavern

Staff Report

During the month of 
February, Turn It Around (TIA) 
youth participated in the Aging 
Adult and Youth Mentor Pilot 
Program and made their initial 
phone calls with their senior men-
tors within the community.

Under the  guidance of 
Meaghan Murray, director of 
the Charlestown Golden Age 
Senior Center, TIA youth are 
developing interpersonal and 
conversational skills to connect 

with their mentors in an impactful 
way. When checking-in with the 
youth about their calls, many were 
enthusiastic to share how interest-
ing their mentor is and how good 
it feels being able to bring joy to 
their day. 

To expand the Aging Adult and 
Youth Mentor Pilot Program, Turn 
It Around has applied for addition-
al funding through the Bunker Hill 
Associates grant process. “Our 
goal is to connect more youth 
with older mentors on a bi-week-
ly basis either by video or audio 
calls,” read a statement from the 

Charlestown Coalition. “We hope 
to  collaborate on fun socially-dis-
tant projects, play virtual games, 
and develop a genuine interest in 
the well-being of one another.”

The young people participating 
said that the notion one generation 
cannot understand the other is not 
necessarily true. They said each 
generation has much to learn from 
the other, and they simply need the 
opportunity to do so. By offering 
social connection during the pro-
grams, they said they hope both 
groups will help form a greater 
sense of community.

Turn It Around youth group connects with senior citizens
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By Seth Daniel

The mayoral campaigns may 
not be quite as visible as in a non-
COVID environment, but they are 
every bit as busy and Councilor 
Michelle Wu’s mayoral campaign 
showed that last weekend with an 
issue-heavy virtual house party on 
March 6.

Wu and her key support-
ers in Charlestown, as well as 
those interested in her campaign, 
joined her for a Zoom meeting 
in the afternoon and discussed 
everything from COVID recovery 
to schools to City government 
philosophy – but especially the 
Boston Planning and Development 
Agency (BPDA).

Wu began the meeting with her 
back story of coming to Boston 
with her mother, who had suffered 
a mental health crisis, and her two 

younger sisters. Starting a business 
here, going to college and raising 
her two sisters, she found out a lot 
about City government, resources 
and the trappings of so many sys-
tems in place.

She now lives in Roslindale 
with her husband and two sons, 
and said running for mayor was 
the last thing anyone would have 
predicted for her future.

“Everyone in my friends group 
in college would have said I was 
the last person they expected to 
run for office, and that would have 
included me also,” she laughed. 
“This is something I never, ever 
thought I would be doing when I 
was growing up.”

She also identified three priori-
ties for Day 1 if she were elected, 
and they included:

•Keeping families in the city.
•Closing the racial wealth gap.

•Democratizing city processes 
in every community.

For the Charlestown virtual 
campaign party, development was 
heavy on the agenda, and it was a 
chance for Wu to expound on her 
call to phase out the BPDA and 
institute master planning.

“The problem with the BPDA 
is it allows the City of Boston to 
run a permitting system that is 
the most complicated, opaque and 
most unpredictable system in the 
country,” she said. “It is that way 
because we have not been doing 
citywide master planning. I know 
there’s been an effort led by Lydia 
Edwards and community activists 
to make sure Charlestown has a 
master plan because we have not 
even had a neighborhood-wide 
plan in most of the City. The last 
time the City of Boston did a full 
Master Plan that was incorporated 
into zoning…was 1965. Since then 
changes happened in corridors or 
pockets or this neighborhood or 
that haven’t fit together. It’s meant 
that not only are we not solving 
the problems that development 
should be helping us solve…but 
we’re making them worse because 
we’re looking at them on a one-
by-one basis.” 

She said she is for setting zoning 
rules with specific neighborhood 
master plans that consider every-
thing together – such as the overall 
traffic impacts and school seating 
needs that come with more devel-
opment.

She said she envisions a sys-
tem where there wouldn’t have 
to be public meetings for every 
development, and no need to 
have the “negotiations” that take 
place between the developer and 
the community on every building 
project. With a set of rules that 
aren’t given exceptions so often, 
developers would build what the 
community has already approved.

“If you ask any developer they 
would rather know what the rules 

are and they would build to the 
rules and then it’s a streamlined 
process to just get stamped that 
you built it right and structural-
ly sound rather than a two-plus 
year negotiation in a protracted 
battle that ends up who knows 
where,” she said. “In that battle 
not everyone necessarily is trusting 
of everyone else. Neighbors know 
that the only way to get anywhere 
is to go in and oppose. Developers 
know they will get opposition and 
they propose twice as high and 
settle somewhere in the middle. 
That’s no way to run a planning 
process. We need to get to a point 
where we won’t have community 
feedback on every single parcel 
and we won’t have a community 
meeting on every development.”

She said she envisions a build-
ing environment that doesn’t 
require the BPDA or the Zoning 
Board every time someone wants 
to pick up a hammer.

“Right now the vast majority 
of projects get a handful or more 
of exceptions,” she said. “They all 
go through the ZBA or bypass the 
ZBA with some special new spot 
zoning from the BPDA.”

In Charlestown, she said any 
master planning process would 
have to focus on climate resiliency 
and the waterfront. Taking into 
account sea level rise and storm 
surges would be a major part of 
master planning at the neighbor-
hood level in Charlestown, East 
Boston and the North End, she 
said.

She also said she has been 
tagged as anti-development, but 
in fact she is for re-imagining 
how development is done. That 
includes a heavy dose of climate 
resiliency, planning for infrastruc-
ture such as transportation/tran-
sit, and building more workforce 
housing and less luxury.

One high point of the discus-
sion also was about her plan to 
make parts of the transit system 

in Boston free. She said she has 
“crunched the numbers” and it 
will work, starting with the bus 
lines. 

“We can start immediately with 
the bus routes,” she said. “The 
bus routes can be adjusted on their 
route. We don’t need to pay to lay 
new track. We can adjust routes 
and add vehicles to the system and 
make sure buses running are going 
faster…Mayors can have a huge 
influence in doing this.”

She said a one-cent increase 
on the gas tax would fund free 
bus service in the MBTA, and a 
two-cent increase would fund it 
statewide. She said the gas tax has 
not increased in Massachusetts for 
15 years.

In all, she said she would have 
a philosophy of government that 
would look at possibilities, pilots 
and innovation – rather than a 
philosophy that looks to the prob-
ability of failure on policy.

“We need to move from prob-
ability government to possibility 
government where you’re experi-
menting with and piloting lots of 
different things, some of which 
will definitely fail, but some of 
which will have to chance to make 
a big difference,” she said. “I think 
we could have seen that with 
school re-opening…We should 
have started much earlier and said 
let’s test and see what it would 
cost to have some outdoor tent 
classrooms and have some class-
rooms in shutdown hockey rinks 
where the desks could be spaced 
far apart. There were universities 
that were vacant. Then by the 
time the school year got to where 
it needed to go indoors, we know 
what works and how to scale that 
up. That’s the approach I want to 
bring to City government. We do 
have resource constraints, but we 
have a whole lot not lining up and 
coordinating because we’ve been 
afraid of that kind of innovation.”

TO ADVErTISE PLEASE cALL 781-485-0588

BUYER 1 SELLER ADDRESS PRICE  
Colon, Brandon                  Hajdin, Christine    50 Elm St                 $925,000 
Markham, Jordan                      Haagen, Anthony T     32 Oak St #A             $787,500

r e a l  E s t a t e  Tr a n s f e r s

Elite
253 Main St. • Charlestown • 617-241-5566

www.c21elite.com
Sales • Rentals • Free Market Analysis

Certified Buyer Agents

Massport is currently 
accepting applications for 
the following Scholarships:

• Deborah Hadden Gray Memorial Scholarship 
Awarded to a high school senior who resides and 
is involved in community service or employment 
in the city of Boston, Chelsea, Revere or Winthrop 
with a minimum 3.0 GPA.

• Lowell L. Richards III Memorial Scholarship 
Awarded to a high school senior who resides 
and is involved in community service in the city 
of Boston, Chelsea, Revere, or Winthrop, with a 
minimum 3.0 GPA.

• Diversity STEM Scholarship
Awarded to high school seniors of color who
reside or attend school in the city of Boston,
Chelsea, Winthrop, Revere, Worcester, Bedford,
Concord, Lexington, or Lincoln, and are involved
in community service with a minimum 3.0 GPA.

Scholarship applications must be received by Massport 
no later than 5:00 p.m. on Friday, April 30, 2021. 
For more information on these scholarships, including 
application checklist and criteria please visit 
www.massport.com 

Wu for Mayor holds virtual house party last weekend
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Staff Report

Paula Wright, President of the 
Board of Directors of Ronald 
McDonald House Charities 
of New England (RMHCNE), 
announced the appointment of 
Gretchen E. Manning as the orga-
nization’s new Chief Executive 
Officer. 

Manning, who has held exec-
utive cabinet-level positions in 
government and higher educa-
tion is an accomplished leader 
with a demonstrated track record 
in strategic planning, resource 
development, program implemen-
tation and emergency manage-
ment. Most recently, she served 
as Deputy Executive Director of 
the Massachusetts Association of 
Community Colleges (MACC). 
She has also served as a relief vol-
unteer for RMHCNE for the past 
three years and brings a unique 
perspective to the position in addi-
tion to her experience and back-
ground. 

“Gretchen is a respected com-
munity leader and throughout her 
career she has shown strategic 
vision helping each organization 
she has worked with rise to the 
next level,” said Wright. “Her 
leadership skills coupled with her 
passion for our mission, make 

her uniquely well-suited for the 
role of Chief Executive Officer 
of RMHCNE. We are fortunate 
to have someone with Gretchen’s 
vision and breadth of background 
lead Ronald McDonald House 
Charities of New England for-
ward.” 

Under Manning’s leadership 
MACC sought and received more 
than $40-million in federal grants 
to expand workforce development 
programs and launched a com-
prehensive $1-million coordinated 
public awareness and marketing 
campaign for the Massachusetts 
community college system - the 
first of its kind for the communi-
ty colleges in the state. She also 
led the MACC community college 
COVID-19 crisis management 
response for the segment at the 
onset of the pandemic. Manning 
has extensive experience in fund-
raising, government relations 
and community partnerships. At 
Bunker Hill Community College 
where she was the chief advance-
ment officer and chief policy advi-
sor, she led all fundraising oper-
ations including donor engage-
ment, corporate philanthropy, 
and restricted endowments. In this 
role she also effectively advocat-
ed with the Massachusetts State 
Legislature, providing in-person 

and written testimony to several 
House and Senate Committees. 

“RMHCNE helps keep families 
close while they access critically 
needed pediatric healthcare at the 
best hospitals in the country right 
here in New England. We envision 
a world where all children have 
access to life-saving healthcare and 
where families are fully support-
ed and actively involved in their 
children’s care,” said Manning. 
“Our wrap-around programs and 
services such as Meals with Love, 
family engagement activities, sib-
ling programs, and our overall 
holistic hospitality approach all 
focus on helping the entire family 
feel supported during their stay. 
I feel privileged to be working 
alongside the local healthcare 
experts, our team at RMHCNE, 
our volunteers and our dedicated 

Board of Directors to fulfill our 
critical mission. My heart is truly 
bursting with gratitude.” 

From that lens, Manning has 
already created a new fund to 
expand and enhance services for 
families. The new CEO’s Families 
First Fund will support excellence 
in family-centered care programs. 
“Research shows that medical 
recovery outcomes are greatly 
improved when parents are more 
rested and active in their child’s 
treatment. By staying at one of 
our Ronald McDonald Houses or 
visiting one of our hospital family 
rooms, parents are comforted, nur-
tured, and supported while staying 
close to their child during medical 
care,” said Manning. She invites 
individuals and corporate partners 
to help RMHCNE comprehen-
sively support families during her 

inaugural year at the helm by 
visiting the CEO’s Families First 
Fund at https://rmhcne.org/ways-
to-give/ceos-families-first-fund/. 

Manning holds a bachelor’s 
degree in political science from 
Russell Sage College, a master’s 
degree in educational adminis-
tration from the State University 
of New York at Albany, and a 
post-graduate professional certif-
icate in Higher Education Crisis 
Leadership from the John F. 
Kennedy School of Government at 
Harvard University.

Lost charlestown:  2 Eden Street

North Washington Street Bridge 
construction look-ahead through Feb. 20

N A N C Y  K U E N Y
Gibson Sotheby’s International Realty

20 City Square

Nancy.Kueny@GibsonSIR.com

617.697.9819

Visit NancyKueny.com/Blog
to access her Charlestown Real Estate Blog

By Nancy Hayford Kueny

This was the Richard 
Frothingham House at 2 Eden 
Street, an early 19th C. Federal 
mansion that was located at the 
corner of Eden Street and Main 
Street with the front facade fac-
ing Main. Richard’s ancestor 
William Frothingham was part 
of Governor Winthrop’s compa-
ny who arrived in Charlestown 
in 1630. The Frothingham fam-
ily were prominent residents of 
Charlestown. The property was a 
large estate with a stable and the 
carriage sheds of Richard’s business 
behind the house, further up Eden 
Street. Many of the Frothinghams 
were carriage and coach makers 
as early as 1740, and Richard 
Frothingham’s yard on Eden Street 
was a busy place producing every-
thing from hand carts to stage 
coaches. There were lush gardens 
and fruit trees on the estate as well. 
The Frothingham estate is clearly 
marked on Peter Tuft’s 1818 Plan 
of the Charlestown Peninsula. At 
the time this house was built, the 
Middlesex Canal property would 
have been across the Street, as 
was the Mill Pond which was the 
southern terminus of the canal. 

2 Eden Street | Richard Frothingham house. Eden Street today.

This neighborhood was referred to 
as the Mill Village. The history of 
the Middlesex Canal, which oper-

ated from 1803 to 1853, was cov-
ered in my article published in the 
Charlestown Patriot in April 2019. 

The Frothingham estate extended 
almost to Bunker Hill Street and 
the house stood on the southwest-

ern end of what is currently the 
Eden Street Playground. Photo by 
Wolcott Cutler. Courtesy BPL.

Gretchen Manning named cEO of ronald McDonald house charities of New England
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TO ADVErTISE PLEASE cALL 781-485-0588

Preview participating restaurants, 
prices, menus, and make reservations.

DINEOUTBOSTON.COM

visitma.com

The Charlestown Historical Society (CHS) will begin this Friday, March 12, a comprehensive look at the 
people who lived in or currently live in the Bunker Hill Development. The feature is meant to memorialize 
the lives of those that have lived there before the new redevelopment project begins and transforms the site 
into a new mixed-income community. This Friday, March 12, at 4 p.m., the Talking with Townies weekly 
walks will feature Arthur Hurley, chairman of the Battle of Bunker Hill Parade Committee. The walking 
interview will be broadcast live on the CHA’s Facebook page.

C H A R L E S T O W N  B E A T

POLIcE/cOMMUNITY MEETING: Meet the police & discuss public 
safety issues on the last Wednesday of every month at the police station, 20 
Vine Street, at 6:00 p.m., 2nd floor, community room.
POLIcE rELATED INFO: Contact the District A-1 Community Service 
Office at 617-343-4627. 

Investigate Property
02/18/2021 - Officers respond-

ed to area of 103 Ninth St. at 
around 3:15 a.m. for a reported 
loud noise, as well as a possible 
shot fired.  Police searched the 
area and spoke with several wit-
nesses, who stated they didn’t hear 
any fireworks or other loud nois-
es. A search of the area by officers 
was to no avail.

Larceny - Theft of Bicycle
02/18/2021 – A victim, who 

stores his Trex Mountain Bike in 
the common area of his condo 
building, returned home to 25 
Main St. at about 11 a.m. to dis-
cover the bicycle missing.

Burglary - residential 
02/19/2021 – A victim stated 

a stocky male in his 30s, wearing 
a blue jacket and beige-colored 

camouflage pants, broke into the 
back window of their residence at 
22 Union St. at about 5:53 a.m., 
but the suspect had since fled out 
the back door.

 An individual wearing the 
same clothing as the suspect was 
also seen attempting to gain entry 
in the area of 23 Union St.

Vandalism
02/20/2021 – An officer 

responded to a radio call for a 
vandalized car in the area of Main 
and Charles streets at about at 
5:15 p.m. 

 On arrival, the officer observed 
the front passenger’s side window 
had been shattered, and a rock 
was visible in front passenger’s 
seat. 

 Police have no suspects in this 
incident. 

WEEKLY WALKS
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New DDIIRREECCTTOORRYY  ooff  bbuussiinneesssseess

What do you need today? Many merchants and 
service providers are adapting to the current 

crisis with new shopping options. Check here for 
ways to safely shop from your own home.

PPLLAACCEE  YYOOUURR  AADD  IINN  TTHHEE  DDIIRREECCTTOORRYY  TTOODDAAYY!!
GGRREEAATT  iinnttrroodduuccttoorryy  ssppeecciiaallss!!

DDeebb  DDiiGGrreeggoorriioo  --  ddeebb@@tthheebboossttoonnssuunn..ccoomm
SSiioouuxx  GGeerrooww  cchhaarrlleessttoowwnnaaddss@@hhoottmmaaiill..ccoomm

New DDIIRREECCTTOORRYY  ooff  bbuussiinneesssseess

What do you need today? Many merchants and 
service providers are adapting to the current 

crisis with new shopping options. Check here for 
ways to safely shop from your own home.

PPLLAACCEE  YYOOUURR  AADD  IINN  TTHHEE  DDIIRREECCTTOORRYY  TTOODDAAYY!!
GGRREEAATT  iinnttrroodduuccttoorryy  ssppeecciiaallss!!

DDeebb  DDiiGGrreeggoorriioo  --  ddeebb@@tthheebboossttoonnssuunn..ccoomm
SSiioouuxx  GGeerrooww  cchhaarrlleessttoowwnnaaddss@@hhoottmmaaiill..ccoomm

$165/month or save 10% and prepay $1780/year.
12 month lease, get your spot now! 

For more information email Joanie Walls: 
jwalls@diversifiedauto.com

or call directly at (617) 936-2119

ssttmmaarryyssttccaatthheerriinnee..oorrgg                                  661177--224422--44666644
4466  WWiinntthhrroopp  SStt..                                            CChhaarrlleessttoowwnn,,  0022112299

PUBLIC WELCOME
MA Inspection Station #4498 

Open Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m. - 3:45 p.m

617-242-5782

PPOORRTTSSIIDDEE  TTRRUUCCKK  &&  AAUUTTOO  RREEPPAAIIRR

100 TERMINAL ST.              
CHARLESTOWN

GYM HOCKEY NEWS
Our outside fall program was so successful 
we would like to do it again in the spring. 

Ages are 4 to 9 years old.
Anyone interested in playing should call 

Debbie Lent (617-241-0434) or 
Jimbo Tucker (617-803-5344).

“They talk about ‘justice’ and 
‘equity’ but have not bothered to 
ask us about our priorities. We 
talk to people here every day, and 
their priority is to get new, healthy 
homes for their families. That’s 
what we are working to deliver. 
We hope this meeting provides the 
opportunity to build consensus, so 
that everyone can feel their voices 
have been heard.”

The criticism comes on the 
heels of an article in the Boston 
media this week that leaned heavi-
ly, residents said, on the comments 
of those wanting to save more 
trees. It also comes a few weeks 
after Speak for the Trees Director 
David Meshoulam joined the tree 
discussion, and like many of the 
residents making trees a prior-
ity, called for a better design of 
the project that would save more 
trees. 

“Our stand at Speak for the 
Trees has always been that we 
care about trees because trees care 
for us and that by planting and 
protecting trees we are caring for 
each other,” he told the Patriot 
Bridge last month. “I’m not sure 
what the right balance is in this 
case, but feel strongly that the 
current design, as it stands now, is 
certainly not balanced.

“I understand the per-
ceived conflict here between 
development and trees,” he con-
tinued. “But I think it’s a per-
ceived conflict, not a real one. 
There are ways to work a design 
that takes these trees into account.”

That’s a move some residents 
outside of the development have 
advocated for, and they have 
grabbed the ear of at least one 
Boston Civic Design Commission 
member who advanced the call for 
a new development meeting spon-
sored by the City that would focus 
only on trees. That online meeting, 
which Martinez referenced above, 
is to take place Monday night, 
March 15, at 6 p.m.

That narrative has grabbed 
the spotlight in the discussion 
on the six-year-old Bunker Hill 
Redevelopment process – a pro-
cess that has had hundreds of 
twists and turns and one that 
was finalized in January with the 
approval of the project by the 
Boston Planning and Development 
Agency (BPDA) and the Zoning 
Commission. As the conversation 
has focused on trees within the 
final design meetings for Phase 1 
of the project, the CRA said resi-
dents that have already been relo-
cated for Phase 1 are being left out 
and delays threaten to keep them 
relocated longer than expected.

“We understand it is hard to see 
mature trees come down, but we 
have over 100 residents who have 

already been displaced in anticipa-
tion of demolition and are eager-
ly waiting to come back to new 
homes,” said Martinez. “We can-
not support any effort, however 
well-intentioned, that delays their 
return. The CRA has worked in 
partnership with the development 
team to ensure the plan for Phase 
1 retains as many trees as possi-
ble. We fully support the current 
design, as well as the overall plan, 
which will double the number of 
trees over the next 10 years.”

Lydia Agro, of the Boston 
Housing Authority (BHA), said 
the CRA and the BHA residents 
are the largest stakeholders at 
the moment in the discussion, 
and they are well-aware of what 
they’re doing and very informed. 
She rejected the notion that they 
have not been informed, or that 
they don’t know what is best for 
them.

“Residents (of the devel-
opment) have been at the table 
now for years,” she said. “They 
are intimately familiar with the 
plans. We are now risking delay 
because of this…It’s really para-
mount that housing and housing 
for our residents takes priority. 
They have been at the table for 
four years now, and they’ve partic-
ipated in every community process 
and there have been adjustments 
made because of that commu-
nity process, but at this time we 
have a comprehensive plan for 
the indoor environment and the 
outdoor environment that’s best 
for our residents and we need to 
proceed.”

Some residents, and Agro as 
well, are also stressing the idea 
of looking at the environmental 
aspects of the redevelopment over-
all – and not just through the lens 
of losing trees. The tree discussion 
has largely centered on air quality, 
and one resident who frequently 
contributes to the discussion – but 
did not want to be named – said 
this week that the new buildings 
will be much more environmen-
tally friendly and that should also 
be considered. He said that he 
thinks it is important to save as 
many trees as possible, but also 
to consider that the new buildings 
will bring about a much healthier 
environment due to their design, 
which adheres to the highest envi-
ronmental standards – known as 
Passive House.

He said that has not been part 
of the environmental discussion, 
as the trees have, but absolutely 
should be factored into any discus-
sion about the overall air quality.

That was echoed by Addie 
Grady, executive director 
of the Bunker Hill Housing 
Redevelopment, and Senior VP 

at Leggat McCall Properties. She 
has long been a staunch advocate 
of the Passive House concept and 
was the one that brought it to the 
table in the early days of the plan. 
She said the Passive House design 
will sequester much more green-
house gas emissions than the exist-
ing trees could ever account for.

“We remain committed to an 
open and transparent dialogue 
to further our priority goal of 
thoughtfully developing new 
affordable and market rate hous-
ing on the site,” she said. “As 
presented and discussed during the 
IAG and public meeting process, 
we will preserve and plant as many 
trees as possible while designing 
all 15 buildings to Passive House 
standards. As a result, the annual 
reduction in greenhouse gas emis-
sions will be over 1,000 times as 
much as all of the existing trees on 
site can sequester annually. This 
project will be a model for envi-
ronmentally sustainability.”

Agro also agreed with that 
point, and said one of the attrac-
tive pieces of the redevelopment 
plan is the developer’s intention to 
build to a Passive House standard 
– which will improve indoor air 
quality and also be more environ-
mentally friendly than the cur-
rent buildings to the surrounding 
neighborhood.

“Housing and the indoor envi-
ronment are going to be much 
better for our residents,” said 
Agro. “The new buildings that 
are built will be more environ-
mentally sound and provide better 
indoor air quality for residents in 
that housing. It’s a comprehensive 
plan that includes a better out-
door environment that includes 
trees but the plan also includes 
a much better indoor air quality 
environment too. At the end of 
the day there will be 600 trees on 
the site. The development will take 
10 years. It’s long term…It’s not as 
if all the trees are going to come 
down immediately.”

That point has yet to be made 
in any of the public tree discus-
sions so far, but it is likely to 
take more of the center stage at 
Monday’s meeting. Likewise, there 
will be strong arguments from the 
activists outside the development 
who continue to believe a better 
design that saves more existing 
trees is possible – even if that 
means some delay were to occur.

The meeting agenda is singular, 
in that it focuses on providing 
a comprehensive overview of the 
existing trees located within the 
project site and their approach 
to preservation. The meeting is 
scheduled to go from 6-8 p.m.

trees  (from pg. 1)
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LEGAL NOTICE

ForFor              RecordRecord
CMA SCHOLARSHIP

The Charlestown Mothers 
Association is pleased to offer 
up to $13,000 in college schol-
arships, to men and women 
who have been residents of 
Charlestown for at least five 
years, and will be attending 
college full-time this fall.  The 
amount of each scholarship 
awarded will be determined 
by the CMA Scholarship 
Committee.  Last year, CMA 
awarded eight scholar-
ships.  Copies of the application 
are available at the “Scholarship” 
tab on the CMA website, www.
charlestownmothersassociation.
org.  The completed application 
is due by April 23, 2021.

From the March 9 Zoning 
Board meeting, 9:30 a.m., 
online:

•9 Eden St. Applicant: Pulgini 
& Norton, LLP. Purpose: 
Confirm occupancy as a two 
family. Change occupancy to a 
three family dwelling. Rebuild 
the rear elevation to add addi-
tional space to the rear of the 
structure to convert from a two 
family to a three family; build 
a driveway to access parking in 
the rear of the property.

From the March 11 Public 

Improvement Commission meet-
ing, 10 a.m., online:

•On a petition by Lion 
House Condominium Trust for 
the making of Specific Repairs 
within Wall Street (public way), 
Charlestown, located on its 
northerly side at the rear of 
284 Bunker Hill Street, generally 
west of Sullivan Street, consist-
ing of sidewalk reconstruction 
and a widened driveway curb 
cut.

From the March 11, 4 p.m., 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE ON 
EDUCATION HEARING: 
Order for a hearing regard-
ing ensuring all Boston Public 
Schools have a full-time mental 
health and social emotional sup-
port specialist.

This matter was referred to 
the Committee on January 13, 
2021.

From the March 12, 10 a.m., 
CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEE 
ON WAYS AND MEANS 
HEARING: A hearing regarding 
Boston Police Overtime.

This matter was sponsored 
by Councilors Kenzie Bok, 
Andrea Campbell, and Matt 
O’Malley, and was referred to 
the Committee on January 27, 
2021.  

Bunker Hill Housing 
Redevelopment Tree Meeting: 
On Monday, March 15, at 6 
p.m. there will be an online 
meeting to address the tree can-
opy. In this public meeting, the 
development team shall be pro-
viding a comprehensive over-
view of the existing trees locat-
ed within the project site and 
their approach to preservation. 
Simultaneous Spanish interpre-
tation service will be provided 
during the meeting.

The 9th discussion on Race 
and Equity with the Turn It 
Around youth group and 
Councilor Lydia Edwards will 
take place online Tuesday, April 
6, at 6 p.m. Register at bit.ly/
RaceEquityZoom2.

Boston Public Schools Budget 
meetings:

•Wednesday, March 17, 
5 p.m., Zoom, Finance Team 
Addresses questions.

•Wednesday, March 24, 
Zoom, School Committee bud-
get vote.

SCHOOL MEAL SUPER 
SITES/CHARLESTOWN

Every Monday and Thursday 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

•Edwards Middle School - 28 
Walker St.

•Harvard/Kent      
Elementary - 50 Bunker Hill 

St.

SCHOOLS INFO
•School Return Timetables 

– March 15-18 – Students in 
Grades 4-8 (Groups A & B); and 
March 29-April 1 – Students in 
grades 9-12 (Groups A & B).

•University Club of Boston 
Future Leaders Scholarship: 
The University Club of Boston’s 
Future Leaders of Boston 
Scholarship program awards 
Boston graduating seniors 
need-based scholarships of up 
to $30,000. Selection is based 
on academic achievement, com-
munity service, extracurricular 
activities, financial need, and 
leadership. Apply by March 26 
at https://www.uclub.org/schol-
arship-program.

•P-EBT Cards - All BPS stu-
dents will have more P-EBT 
funds for this school year. If 
you received P-EBT funds in 
the past, look for funds to 
be allocated the last week of 
December. New to P-EBT? 
You will get a P-EBT card in 
January or check your existing 
EBT card for funds. Learn more 
at www.MAp-EBT.org or call 
the Assistance Line at 877-382-
2363.

•REPORTING 
WORKPLACE SAFETY 

CONCERNS
Workers in any size organi-

zation have options if they feel 
they are being pressured into 
an unsafe situation. Attorney 
General Maura Healey has cre-
ated resources for workers to 
report safety concerns during 
reopening. They include an 
online form at the Attorney 
General’s website and a dedi-
cated Fair Labor hotline at 617-
727-3465. People can also find 
those resources by calling 311.

•HOW TO REPORT A 
PROBLEM PROPERTY

Since taking office in 2014, 
Mayor Walsh has made fixing 
quality of life issues a priority in 
his administration. From invest-
ing in Public Works to making 
sure community policing is a 
staple in every neighborhood, 
we are making sure every neigh-
borhood is clean, safe and a 
great place to live and work in. 
Unfortunately some properties 
in Boston need more help than 
others, and that’s why we are 
here. If you know of a property 
that fits one of the following cri-
teria: multiple calls to 911, one 
that’s blighted or just a general 
concern, we encourage you to 
reach out to your neighborhood 
liaison.

This is a brief overview of con-
struction operations and impacts 
for the North Washington Street 
Bridge Replacement Project.

VIBRATORY HAMMER 
NOISE IMPACTS

•A vibratory hammer is being 
used to install the five coffer-
dams which will be needed to 
build the piers of the new bridge. 
Installation of each cofferdam 
takes about two weeks.

•The project team has posi-
tioned a combination of hanging 
sound blankets and temporary 
barrier to minimize noise impacts 
from the vibratory hammer. These 
measures will be adjusted as need-
ed and appropriate.

•The vibratory hammer is oper-
ated place during the day (7 a.m. 

– 3 p.m.)

COMMERCIAL STREET 
LANE REDUCTION

•On Saturday, 3/13, there will 
be a lane closure on Commercial 
Street to make room for a work 
zone near the Keany Square sec-
tion of the project site. The closure 
will begin at 4 a.m. and end at 7 
p.m.

DESCRIPTION OF 
SCHEDULED WORK 

•Crews will be repairing ware-
house piers and columns, install-
ing, and conducting maintenance 
of silt curtains, and installing cof-
ferdams.

WORK HOURS
•Most work will be done during 

the daytime (6 a.m. – 6 p.m.)

WORK THAT HAS BEEN 
COMPLETED

•Prior to 3/07/21, Cofferdam 
installation will be 100% com-
plete.

TRAVEL TIPS
The westerly sidewalk, Lovejoy 

Wharf stairs, near Converse are 
open to the public with the opening 
of the temporary bridge, the adja-
cent section of the Harborwalk 
passing under the bridge remains 
closed.

The Tudor Wharf Walkway 
(under the bridge next to the 
water in Paul Revere Park) will 
be intermittently closed for safe-
ty during construction operations, 
with access provided via the Water 
Street underpass.

North Washington Street Bridge 
construction look-ahead through March 20

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
and Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR
FORMAL
ADJUDICATION
Docket No.
SU21P0385EA
Estate of:
Jean Piasecki
Date of Death
12/18/2020
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudi-
cation of Intestacy has been 
filed by William M. Piasecki 
of Upton, MA requesting that 
the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such 

other relief as requested in the 
Petition.
The Petitioner requests that: 
William M. Piasecki of Upton, 
MA be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without Surety 
on the bond in unsupervised 
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
You have the right to obtain 
a copy of the Petition from 
the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object 
to this proceeding. To do so, 
you or your attorney must 
file a written appearance and 
objection at this Court before: 
10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 04/07/2021.
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file 
a timely written appearance 
and objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections within 
thirty (30) days of the return 

day, action may be taken 
without further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRA-
TION UNDER THE MASSACHU-
SETTS UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: February 26, 2021
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate
3/11/2021

Charlestown
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For Advertising 
Rates, Call 

617-884-2416

ADRENALINE
RUSH!

1-800-GO-GUARD • www.1-800-GO-GUARD.com 

You’ll also get career training 
and money for college. If you’re 
ready for the excitement, join 
the Army National Guard today.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

JOHN J. RECCA 
PAINTING

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com
781-241-2454

Chimneys • Fireplaces 
Cellar Floors • Restoration
French Drains • Repointing

Free Estimates, Lic. & Ins.

Local References

Phil - 617-230-3490

Ryan 
MasonryGeek For Hire

617-241-9664
617-515-2933

C  o  m  p  u  t  e  r    c  o  n  s  u  l  t  a  n  t    a  v  a  i  l  a  b  l  e    f  o  r    home or business. 

•  PC support & networking of all types with  
focus on secure Internet access (wired & wireless), 

•  broadband router & firewall technology, 
• virus detection/prevention,  
• spam control & data security/recovery.

ServiceS include:

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

Licensed & insured 
Complete electrical services 
www.johnpmchughelectric.com
Jmchugh447@gmail.com 

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Grocery Shoppers needed 
immediately part-time in 
Revere, Chelsea, Everett, 
Winthrop, Somerville, 
Cambridge. Driver’s license, 

car and phone required.  $32 
per delivery.  Call 508-643-
4090;3 or info@scanperson-
alservices.com 
__________

HELP WANTED

REVERE
2 Room Apartment
Close to Beach St
Kitchen
Parking Space
Available Now
$1,500 N/U

No Pets
Call & Leave Message 
781-286-6617
__________

LYNN
Beautiful, 3 bdrm apt., Own-
er occupied, walk to ocean. 

Available 4/1/21. Quiet 
street, 
$2,350/Mo
Background/references 
check
Call 617.529.0879

n e i g h B o r h o o D  r o u n D  u P

HARVEST ON VINE 
FOOD PANTRY 
APPEAL

The Food Pantry has had a 
great need at this time as it has 
been very busy serving many more 
residents in town and provid-
ing more frequent distributions. 
Donations of all non-perishable 
foods are greatly appreciated. 
Donations drops are: Food Pantry, 
49 Vine St. (Hayes Square), The

Cooperative Bank - 201 Main 
St. or the Parish Center - 46 
Winthrop St. (by the Training 
Field). Or donate by send-
ing checks to: Harvest on Vine, 
Parish Center, 46 Winthrop St., 
Charlestown, MA 02129. They 
are also looking for volunteers to 
assist with distribution. For more 
information, call Tom MacDonald 
617-990-7314.

GYM HOcKEY NEWS
The Gym Hockey outside fall 

program was so successful that a 
spring season is possible.

Ages are 4 to 9 years old. 
Anyone interested in playing 
please call Debbie Lent (617-241-
0434) or Jimbo Tucker (617-803-
5344).

“E” INc. WILD 
& ScENIc FILM 
FESTIVAL 

 On Saturday, March 20th at 
7PM, “e” inc. – Charlestown’s 

planet science learning & action 
center, is hosting The Wild & 
Scenic Film Festival (WSFF).  The 
Festival is remote, and the films 
are fantastic – from a few neigh-
bors trying to protect ancient 
sequoias, to Greta bringing all 
a spectacular message of action, 
to Kenyan seniors becoming the 
solar engineers of their villages, 
and the story of 1 man protecting 
the Pangolin (who knew??) it will 
be a night to remember. For tick-
ets visit: www.einc-action.org and 
click on the festival logo. 

cALL TO ARTISTS - 
AGc SPRING SHOW

Invitation for submissions for 
the Artists Group of Charlestown’s 
Spring Exhibition - Revitalized.

Drawing/Painting/Printmaking/
Photography/Sculpture are wel-
come.   Exhibition dates; April 
2 - April 25, 2021- Jurors: Dara 
Pannebaker, Julie Alailima.

 Deadline to apply is March 21. 
Submission guidelines are online 
at artistsgroupofcharlestown.com/
exhibit-submissions/. 

FRIENDS OF RYAN 
“DUcE” MORRISSEY 
ScHOLARSHIP 

The Friends of Ryan “Duce” 
Morrissey Scholarship Fund is 
pleased to announce that scholar-
ships totaling $15,000 will again 
be offered this year. Scholarships 

are available to college and high 
school students. Details and appli-
cation forms may be obtained 
from their website. www.ryan-
morrisseyscholarship.com 

Email ryanmorrisseyscholar-
ship@gmail.com for additional 
information.

cHARLESTOWN 
LAcROSSE - SPRING 
REGISTRATION IS 
OPEN!

All NEW & OLD players 
WELCOME - The Charlestown 
Lacrosse & Learning Center has 
opened registration for it’s main 
Spring season!!!  The CLLC teach-
es the great game of Lacrosse 
to a diverse group of boys and 
girls, grades K-8th.  New players 
are always welcome regardless of 
skill level and scholarships are 
always available.  We believe in 
the power of Lacrosse, as it is 
the great equalizer in the sporting 
world. You don’t need to be tall, 
strong, fast or big to be successful 
and it’s a communal sport where 
anyone can find a niche and be a 
productive member of the team. 
As a program, we promote the fol-
lowing core values in everything 
we do: Teamwork, Responsibility, 
Community Service, Patience, & 
Effort.  Please call (240) 538-2477 
or visit our website (www.charles-
townlacrosse.com/registration) for 
more information and to register 
today!!!  

GIRLS SOFTBALL 
REGISTRATION

Registration is officially open 
for Charlestown Girls Softball. 

There will be divisions for: 
Instructional/8U, 10 and under, 
12 and under and 14 and under.

For more information visit their 
website www.charlestowngirls-
softball.com.

                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                               

 FREE VIRTUAL ART 
STUDIO TRIAl 

Essem Art Studio launches a 
virtual art studio with monthly 
subscriptions to continue sparking 
joy and cultivating creative power 
in little artists (age 2-10) and fam-
ilies with young children. The 
virtual art studio provides engag-
ing virtual art labs and resourc-
es for parents and families who 
are looking for ways to introduce 

more art and creative practices at 
home. Every week, new art labs 
and creative prompts are added 
to the growing online catalog. 
You can enjoy a free 7 day trial 
of the virtual art program now. 
Visit essemartstudio.com for more 
information!

REGISTRATION 
OPEN FOR LITTLE 
LEAGUE

Charlestown Little League is 
planning for a “normal” season 
running from Late April to the 
end of June with regular practices 
and games.  There are different 
teams and opportunities for play-
ers age 4-12.   They are also seek-
ing volunteers for coaching and 
support positions. Email charles-
townlittleleague@gmail.com for 
more information.



PA G E  1 6 M A R c H  1 1 ,  2 0 2 1T H E  C H A R L E S T O W N  PAT R I O T- B R I D G E

1Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 2/1/2021. Rate is subject to change without notice. Offer 
available for personal Certificate of Deposit (CD) and Individual Retirement Accounts (IRA) only. You must 
have a Cambridge Savings Bank Performance or Performance Plus checking account. A minimum of at least 
$10,000 not currently on deposit with CSB is required to open this special personal CD or IRA. $10 minimum 
daily balance required to earn APY. The maximum amount of deposit is $250,000 and additional deposits to 
this CD Special are not permitted. The APY assumes interest remains on deposit until maturity. The term for 
the Certificate of Deposit is 9 months and a penalty may be imposed for withdrawals made before maturity. 
Withdrawals and fees may reduce earnings. You must live or work in New England to take advantage of this 
CD Special. Limit one promotional account per household. Offer may be withdrawn at any time. Checking 
fees may apply. SAV-0043g Rev. 2/21

9 MONTH CD SPECIAL

SAVINGS WITH 
CERTAINTY—

VISIT YOUR LOCAL BRANCH OR CONTACT US AT 888.418.5626

0.65%
APY1
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