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Parents, students 
seek better plan
than remote learning

By Seth Daniel

The loosely formed group of 
parents of school-age children 
who are calling for a better edu-
cational plan in Charlestown has 
tightened up, grown substantially 
and sent a message that remote 
schooling is no longer viable.

The group, now known as 
Voices for BPS Families has begun 
to join with other neighborhoods, 
like South Boston, who have simi-
lar concerns about remote school-
ing and the vague plan by the Bos-
ton Public Schools leadership for 
getting kids back in the classroom. 
That has been buttressed by a peti-
tion that is nearly 500 signatures 
this week, and a growing sense of 
frustration after a letter from Supt. 
Brenda Cassellius last week failed 
to spell out anything innovative 
that’s being done to go back to 
in-person learning for those that 
want, or need, it.

“First of all, we don’t think 
any family or teacher who doesn’t 
want to return should be forced 
to do so,” said Corey Zehngebot, 
a parent of a K1 student in the 
Harvard Kent School and a for-
mer Boston Planning and Devel-

opment Agency (BPDA) planner. 
“The City has done a great job 
on so many fronts with COVID-
19, but when it comes to getting 
back in school, I’m throwing my 
hands up and doing so with a lot 
of other parents across the city…I 
think we should get back to what 
is the business of the day. I don’t 
care who is fighting with whom; 
let’s focus on just getting the kids 
back in school. The children and 
families have sacrificed and been 
patient, but no more.”

The group formed in late Octo-
ber when sharing stories at the 
playground during an outdoor 
break for their kids. So many 
shared the same problems that 
the group formed fast and grew 
exponentially as parents found 
remote learning to be impossible 
to manage whether working from 
home or having to go to a work-
place. This week, they have staged 
their second protest in-person at 
City Hall with their children to 
let those making plans know that 
their plans aren’t working for a lot 
of people. They’ve also met with 
several City Councilors and held 

(remote Learning Pg. 6)

Warren Tavern ‘Toys for Tots’ goes virtual 

The Charlestown Branch of the Boston Public Library and the Essem 
Art Studio invite the community to a Cardboard Gingerbread House 
project. This virtual program will be go live on the Facebook page of 
the Charlestown Branch Boston Public Library on December 9th at 
10am and will also publish on Essem Art Studio via Instagram. The 
community is invited to pick a Gingerbread House kit at the Kennedy 
Center or the Library, which includes candy, stickers and the card-
board milk box structure of the Gingerbread House.  To pick up  at 
the library please contact Eileen Whittle at ewhittle@bpl.org.  To pick 
up at the Kennedy Center contact cgalvin@kennedycenter.org. The 
Boys and Girls Club will also participate. If you can’t pick up materi-
als, you can also opt in to upcycle a milk carton and use any crafting 
materials you have at home for this open ended project.

By Seth Daniel

Like everything, the annu-
al Toys for Tots fundraiser at 
the Warren Tavern is being done 
a little differently this year, said 
Organizer Kim Mahoney.

In what is the 29th or 30th year 
for collecting toys for kids in the 
neighborhood – with the effort 
directly benefitting the Kennedy 
Center and the Charlestown 
Residents Alliance (CRA) – the 
Tavern has moved the celebra-
tion mostly to a week-long online 
format - though the Tavern will 
still be open to guests and they 
hope people would do take-out to 
celebrate.

“We are doing a week-long 
even which kicked off last Sunday 
and will continue through Sunday, 
Dec. 6,” said Mahoney. “We ask 
everyone to bring in an unwrapped 

toy and drop it off at the Tavern 
during business hours. For each 
new, unwrapped toy, people will 
get a raffle ticket and there will be 
a virtual event live on Facebook 
Dec. 6 to announce the winners.”

The event is featuring videos 
from local politicians and celeb-
rities, including Attorney General 
Maura Healey, State Rep. Dan 
Ryan, Councilor Lydia Edwards, 
Mayor Martin Walsh, Bruins 
Defenseman Matt Grzelcyk, 
Comedian Tony V and Actor 
Jonathan Tucker. – among others.

One of the raffle items, inci-
dentally, is a signed jersey from 
Grzelcyk – among many other 
items.

Mahoney said the Tavern has 
had a great year despite the pan-
demic, and said the expansion to 
the patio and on the street was a 
“game-changer.”

However, for many in the com-
munity, this will be the tough-
est Christmas in years – and for 
others every Christmas is tough. 
That’s why she said they have 
been resolute in keeping the tra-
dition going and making a bigger 
call than ever for toys to help the 
kids of the Town.

“We’ve been on the corner of 
Main and Pleasant Streets since 
1780 and so no pandemic will 
stop us,” she said. “This year 
more than ever our families need 
help. The well is a little deeper. 
Families have lost jobs and kids 
are out there and they need a pick-
me-up because of this year where 
they’re not able to see their friends 
or go to school. It’s a nice thing if 
we can bring a smile to a little kid 
that’s had a tough year.”

cannabis shop hopes for hearing in Dec.
By Seth Daniel

To date, most of the marijuana 
drama has come up on Cambridge 
Street with the Heritage Club, 
but the competing proposal 

by Charlestown’s Jack Kelly in 
Sullivan Square has quietly been 
moving forward and is hoping for 
a hearing next week at the Boston 
Cannabis Board (BCB).

Resilient Remedies (R2) filed 

its paperwork at about the same 
time as The Heritage Club, but 
being a non-equity applicant in 
Boston (Heritage was a Boston 
Equity applicant), R2 had to wait 
in a longer line for their day at 
the Board, and said this week 
they are #7 on the list and hope 
that might equal a trip to the BCB 
on Dec. 9. The agenda for that 
meeting hadn’t been published by 
press time.

“We’re very excited now to 
be part of the City process and 
if we’re given an opportuni-
ty to have a license – and then 
get through the state process – 
we’re ready to go,” said Kelly on 
Monday. “I’m excited to get the 
store occupied and the build-out 
completed and the vision I have 
rolled out.”

Dot Joyce, who is an inves-
tor in the company and holds a 
five-year lease on the space at 
the old R.Wesley’s Bistro, said 
the BCB has informed them this 
week that R2 is #7 on the list of 
non-equity applicants ready for 
a hearing. The process for equity 
vs. non-equity is a little confusing, 
and follows a one-to-one process. 
Equity applicants are permitted to 
have their application expedited 
so they don’t have to wait in line 

Parents from Charlestown have organized two protests in the last 
month as part of the new Voices for BPS Families. Here, they are shown 
protesting at City Hall last month to get kids back in school. They 
staged another protest Wednesday, Dec. 2, as well.
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By Senator Sal DiDomenico 

The MBTA Fiscal Manage-
ment and Control Board recent-
ly released their “Forging Ahead 
Initiative,” a series of ill-con-
ceived cuts to MBTA services that 
will have devastating (and likely 
long-lasting) impacts on those 
who rely on public transit to get 
to and from work. Our district in 
particular will be uniquely impact-
ed by these cuts, as we are one of 
the most transit-dependent in the 
state. Not to mention, we have 
been some of the hardest hit by 
COVID, while also having one of 
the highest percentages of essential 
workers.

According to the MBTA’s Forg-
ing Ahead website, some of the 
main “proposals” impacting our 
community include: 

•Subway: 20% Frequency 
Reductions Across All Lines; Ser-
vice Stops after Midnight.

•Bus: 5% Frequency Reduc-
tion on Essential Routes & 20% 
Reduction on Non-Essential 
Routes; Service Stops after Mid-
night.  

•Commuter Rail: Service Stops 
after 9 PM; Weekend Service Ends 
(as early as Jan. 2021); Decreased 

Peak and Midday Service. 
•Ferry: All Ferry Service Will 

End; Charlestown Ferry Diverted 
to the Rt.93 Bus.

•The Ride: Some trips may 
become premium and be able to 
be booked 40 minutes in advance, 
instead of the current 30 minutes.

Without question, compo-
nents of the MBTA’s plan, such as 
stopping bus service at midnight, 
will disproportionately impact 
essential employees who don’t 
work regular hours and need to 
travel late at night. It especially 
hurts my Chelsea and Everett con-
stituents who already don’t even 
have access to subway or commut-
er rail, and solely rely on the bus 
to connect them with their jobs 
and their community. Every part 
of my district will be impacted by 
these cuts, and we should all be 
concerned that these “temporary” 
changes could become permanent, 
impacting our transportation sys-
tem for years or even decades to 
come.

Our region cannot recover 
from this pandemic and get mov-
ing again until, and unless, we 
redouble our efforts to build a 
transportation system that facili-
tates the movement of people, not 

just cars. Reducing public transit 
will severely limit access to these 
services for communities and res-
idents that need it most, further 
exacerbating inequities that the 
pandemic has already brought to 
light. If we want to heal from this, 
we must invest more in our transit 
system, not take services away. We 
all recognize these are difficult 
fiscal times, particularly for the 
underfunded MBTA, but these 
unprecedented times underscore 
the need for further investment in 
our economic drivers, not less.

As for next steps and what we 
can do about this, please know I 
am already in talks with my Senate 
colleagues and leadership in the 
Legislature regarding action we 
can take in response to these cuts. 
I have also addressed my concerns 
and opposition to the “Forging 
Ahead Initiative” directly with the 
MBTA’s leadership team. Addi-
tionally, the MBTA has hosted 
several regional meetings regard-
ing these proposals, where I have 
testified against these cuts.

While the public meetings 
for our district have already 
passed, you can still submit your 
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Together, we must stop mbTA service cuts 

Guest Op-ed

‘TIS THE SEASON FOR GIVING -- 
AND NEVER HAS THE NEED BEEN 

MORE URGENT
 
“It was the best of times; it was the worst of times.” -- Charles Dick-

ens, A Tale of Two Cities.

With Christmas fast approaching, most of us will be rushing about 
-- either to the stores and malls or on-line --- to do our holiday shopping 
in hopes of finding that “perfect” gift for our family members and loved 
ones.

Despite the pandemic that has ravaged our nation in so many ways, 
most Americans actually are doing okay, if not extremely well. Sure, 
the pandemic has made life inconvenient and not as enjoyable as usual 
for everybody, but most of us are getting along just fine.

Those who are able to work from home have not suffered a loss of 
income. And for those among us who have any sort of investments, 
from real estate to the stock market to certain types of small businesses, 
the pandemic has been a boon.

However, the good economic news for the majority of Americans 
has not been shared by all. For a sizable minority of our fellow citizens, 
the effects of the pandemic represent an existential disaster.

Millions of Americans of all ages, in a percentage greater than at any 
time since the Great Depression, are struggling financially. 

To put it in stark terms, more Americans, including families in our 
own communities, are going hungry than at any time in our history. 
The lines of cars that stretch for miles and miles in cities all across the 
country are the equivalent of the iconic photos of the bread lines and 
soup kitchens of the 1930s..

Far too many of our fellow citizens, including children, live either 
in shelters or in similar temporary housing arrangements -- or on the 
streets -- because the reality of our economy has left them out in the 
cold -- literally -- thanks to the pandemic.

The homeless always have been among us, but the scope and depth 
of the problem is far beyond anything that has been experienced in our 
lifetime. The vast discrepancy between the enormous wealth enjoyed 
by some Americans and the abject poverty being endured by others is 
similar to what has existed in major urban centers in South America 
and India -- but it now is happening right here in the U.S.A.

For these millions of Americans, the holiday season brings no joy.
Psychologists tell us that the Biblical directive, that we should give to 

those who are less fortunate, actually is the best gift that we can give to 
ourselves. Helping others activates regions of the brain associated with 
pleasure, social connection, and trust, creating the so-called “warm 
glow” effect. 

Never in the lifetime of anybody reading this editorial has the need 
for donations to local food banks been more urgent. There will be 
ample opportunity to do so in the coming weeks to make the holidays 
brighter for those who are less fortunate -- and there is no excuse for 
failing to do so.
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The Independent Newspaper Group reserves the right to edit 
letters for space and clarity. We regret that we cannot publish 

unsigned letters. Please include your street and telephone number 
with your submission. The Independent Newspaper Group pub-

lishes columns, viewpoints and letters to the editor as a forum for 
readers to express their opinions and to encourage debate. Please 
note that the opinions expressed are not necessarily those of The 
Independent Newspaper Group. Text or attachments emailed to 

editor@reverejournal.com are preferred. 

Dear Editor:
As of today, 317 Charlestown 

residents have signed a petition 
requesting that the comment 
period for Bunker Hill Hous-
ing Redevelopment (BHHR) 
project be extended through 
1/15/21.  This petition has 
been sent to Mayor Walsh and 
we are awaiting his response.   
Those of us who support this 
request recognize that there is an 
urgent need to provide safe hous-
ing for Bunker Hill BHA residents 
and we ask that the development 
team present a plan that provides 
for the short term needs of the res-
idents, to be established as a pro-
vision prior to Phase 1 approval. 
The residents of the Bunker Hill 
housing development are being 
poorly served by their land-
lords.  One look at overflow-
ing dumpsters with no covers 
and it’s no wonder that rats are 
a constant and harrowing nui-
sance.  Basic building repairs 
take too long if they get done at 
all.  This is unacceptable and must 
be resolved immediately regard-
less of what the City’s long term 
goals for redevelopment involve.   
The development team claims that 
its top priority is to provide better 
homes for the BHA residents, and 
have presented a long term plan 
as a means of doing so.  A long 
term plan is simply not enough 
when there are serious problems 
that need to be dealt with today.   
We must demand, in no uncertain 
terms, that a short term plan, one 

which provides safe and livable 
conditions for the residents/fami-
lies that are trying to survive, like 
the rest of us, during a pandemic, 
be developed and implemented 
immediately. The BHA’s claim that 
it would be an unsound invest-
ment to put money into buildings 
that may eventually be demol-
ished, misses the point: There are 
children, parents, and grandpar-
ents, living in deplorable condi-
tions within our one square mile 
neighborhood TODAY and they 
deserve a short term plan/solu-
tion that will allow them to live in 
safe, clean homes while the larger/
long term plan takes shape. Any 
investment that has the potential 
to improve the lives of the resi-
dents, in this moment, is worthy 
and wise. 

As members of the Charlestown 
community we must demand bet-
ter for our neighbors while the var-
ious phases of a years-long process 
unfolds.  Many of these residents 
whose buildings are part of later 
phases won’t be able to move into 
new buildings for years to come.   
Are we really going to stand by 
silently while the BHA refus-
es to spend money on the short 
term because they plan to spend 
money in the future? Treating 
people with dignity means get-
ting rid of the rats now, not later. 
It means making a plan that takes 
care of residents in the short 
term as well as the long term.  

Johanna Hynes 

Dear Editor:
Next week the Bunker Hill 

Housing Redevelopment IAG will 
meet for what the developer has 
described as a wrap up meeting. 
With so many questions still open, 
including among others, design 
recommendations from the Boston 
Civic Design Commission and a 
robust discussion about mitigation 
and community benefits, I’d say 
it’s wishful thinking on developers’ 
part.

But it is indicative of how the 
process has been going so far. I 
see the troops marching down the 
field, plowing down the perceived 
opposition. Once again it’s divide 
and conquer. If you ask too many 
questions, you want to kill the 
project. If you try to save more 
trees, you don’t care about the 
BHA residents’ living conditions.

I had hopes at the beginning of 
this process that the community 
would work with the developers 
as partners, raising concerns and 
finding mutually agreeable solu-
tions. But what I’ve come to realize 
is that it’s the developers’ way or 
the highway. Yes, they listen, then 
toss us a few crumbs to say they’ve 
responded.

Several times I have heard the 
developers say that this project 
practically mitigates itself. What 
was left unsaid but was implied, 
is that we, the Charlestown com-
munity, should be saying thank 
you rather than challenging them 
to make the project better, and risk 
them walking.

So the mitigation and commu-
nity benefit package shared at the 
last IAG meeting was a disappoint-
ment but not a surprise. We were 
presented with a list of ‘communi-
ty benefits’ that one would expect 
to be standard for any project 
this size, such as security, street 
lights, a community center, retail, 
etc.  Most of these directly bene-
fit the developers and their ability 
to attract market rate renters and 
lower operating costs, not the 
broader community.

I have asked numerous times for 

a breakdown of the City and State 
investment in this project. While I 
assume the developers have calcu-
lated it for their own financials, we 
have yet to receive anything other 
than a confusing graph showing 
how much in LIHTC they’re sav-
ing the State by not financing all 
1010 BHA units that way. I am 
still waiting and expect a detailed 
response before this phase is 
approved.

Nonetheless I roughly calculate 
the value of the free land, waiv-
er of taxes and fees, LIHTC and 
infrastructure investment to be 
worth hundreds of millions of dol-
lars. These are our tax dollars, our 
financial stake in this project, and 
for the developers to act as if they 
are doing us a favor by building 
out this project with its many cut 
corners is to play us for fools.

While my list is not exhaustive, I 
have outlined some of my concerns 
and recommendations regarding 
the mitigation and community 
benefits proposed by the developer.  

Transportation:  The proposed 
mitigation measures appear woe-
fully inadequate to address the 
impact on public transportation 
and the streets surrounding the 
project. Even the proposed traffic 
signal at intersection of Bunker 
Hill, Medford and Main Streets 
mentioned in the DPIR has dis-
appeared. The developers need to 
provide a detailed contribution 
schedule for this $500,000 fund 
and the assumptions they used to 
arrive at the budgeted amount. If 
after studies and pilots this fund 
is depleted, the developers must 
be required to commit to mitigate 
the actual impacts regardless of the 
cost and it must be so written into 
the regulatory agreement.

Subsidized retail space: The 
developers’ commitment of sub-
sidizing 10% of the retail space 
should be increased to 20% or 
10,000 sq. ft.

Community benefit 
fund:  $500,000 contributed in 
dribs and drabs over 10-15 years 
is a non-starter. This should be 

doubled to $1 million for the first 
phase, with additional payments 
of $500,000 (adjusted for infla-
tion) for each subsequent phase. 
Since many residents of this devel-
opment will likely have to travel 
beyond the premises for recre-
ational activities, this pot of fund-
ing should be wholly dedicated to 
off-site recreational, sports and 
wellness facilities.

Workforce housing:  At some 
point in just about every meeting 
regarding development in Charles-
town, someone brings up the need 
for housing for folks who want 
to stay in town but can’t afford 
to. It’s about time that we find 
ways to create housing for fami-
lies that make between 80-120% 
area median income. I propose 
the developers seed a development 
fund for workforce housing for 
Charlestown residents with $10 
million for the first phase and a 
contribution of an additional $1 
million (adjusted for inflation), for 
each subsequent phase.  

Mitigation and community 
benefits at each phase:  Since this 
project has proposed 11 phases 
over 10-15 years, it’s unrealistic to 
think we can anticipate its impacts 
over that length of time. As part of 
the community process for each 
phase, whether it’s Article 80 or 
design review, negotiations regard-
ing mitigation and community 
benefits must be reopened to allow 
for adjustments and additions.

Regulatory agreement :  The 
IAG must have the opportunity to 
review and comment on any and 
all regulatory or other legal agree-
ments between the developers and 
the City before they are approved 
or voted on. 

I will submit these points in my 
comments to the BPDA. I encour-
age you to also send comments, 
even if the deadline has passed. 
Our voices must and should be 
heard.

Joanne massaro
bunker Hill IAG member

feedback to the MBTA by emailing 
them at publicengagement@mbta.
com. I encourage everyone to do 
so; stopping these cuts will be a 
collective effort, one that requires 
advocacy from legislators like 
myself, but also grassroots oppo-
sition. The deadline for feedback is 
coming up soon on December 4th, 
so please do not delay in contact-
ing the MBTA if you wish to regis-

ter your concerns.
I have already heard from so 

many of my constituents on this, 
and many have indicated they will 
be contacting the MBTA as well. I 
am truly grateful for everyone’s 
advocacy on this issue. It is my sin-
cere hope that, working together, 
we can stop these cuts from taking 
place and protect public transpor-
tation for generations to come.

Sal N. DiDomenico is an Mas-
sachusetts State Senator  legislator 
who has served in the Massachu-
setts Senate since May 2010 and 
as Assistant Majority Leader since 
2018. He is a Democrat represent-
ing the Middlesex and Suffolk dis-
trict, which includes his hometown 
of Everett as well as Chelsea, All-
ston , Brighton, Charlestown , and 
parts of Cambridge and Boston.

Letters to the editor

Still a lot of questions need to be answered Seeks to extend comment period

Op-Ed (from pg. 2)

The City of Boston reminds you:

The legal drinking age is 21.

Thanks for not providing
alcohol to teens.

WWW.DONTSERVETEENS.GOVProudly sponsored by The Patrón Spirits Company.
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Say goodbye to 
2020 stress   and kick 
off the New Year with the 

gift of relaxation!
60MIN $100  
90MIN $140
120MIN $180

Massage Therapy Gift  
Certificates On Sale:

Located inside Charlestown  
Chiropractic on Main St. 

To schedule a massage,  
contact Blair @ 617.694.2076

TTuueessddaayy,,  
DDeecceemmbbeerr  88tthh  

aatt  77::0000  PPMM 
 

Former Massachusetts 
Secretary of Transportation

JJiimm  AAllooiissii

Join us for this timely talk! 
E-mail friendscny1@gmail.com for  

details on how to join the talk.
wwwwww..ffrriieennddssccnnyy..oorrgg..

FFrriieennddss  ooff  tthhee  CChhaarrlleessttoowwnn  NNaavvyy  YYaarrdd  pprreesseenntt  

Jim is the author of four books, including The Big 
Dig, The Vidal Lecture, and Massport at 60, and is a 
regular contributor to Commonwealth Magazine. He 

serves on the Board of TransitMatters, a Boston 
based transit advocacy group. 

A virtual talk  on the current state of the MBTA,
 

 
You can purchase The Big Dig here

https://www.amazon.com/
Big-Dig-Remembers-Robert-Allison/dp/1889833827.

Friends of the Charlestown Navy Yard invites you join us 
on Tuesday, December 8th at 7:00 for a virtual talk with 
Jim Aloisi, former Massachusetts Secretary of 
Transportation, to 

. Jim is currently a Lecturer of Public Policy and Planning at 
MIT and is also a writer, transit advocate and strategic 
consultant. He played a central role in the creation of 
Boston’s Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy Greenway. In addition to 
serving as Secretary of Transportation in the Administration of 
Governor Deval Patrick, Jim’s public service includes service 
on the Boston Human Rights Commission, the 
Massachusetts Transportation Finance Commission, and the 
Massachusetts Port Authority Board.

As Massachusetts Transportation Secretary, Jim guided a 
landmark transportation reform and restructuring initiative and 
authorized a pioneering effort to release a complete MBTA 
data set at no cost, to improve transparency and encourage 
development of web-based and mobile applications. He also 
established Boston’s Silver Line 4 service using federal 
stimulus funds to improve transit connectivity and social 
equity. For details on how to join the talk, email 
friendscny1@gmail.com.

Jim is a Lecturer of Public Policy and Planning at MIT.  
He played a central role in the creation of Boston’s Rose 

Fitzgerald Kennedy Greenway.  Jim’s public service 
includes the Boston Human Rights Commission, the 
Massachusetts Transportation Finance Commission, 

and the Massachusetts Port Authority Board.

with

Staff Report

About 7:30pm on Friday, 
November 20, members of the 
Youth Violence Strike Force made 
an on-site firearm arrest and 
recovered two additional firearms 
in the area of 18 O’Meara Court, 
Charlestown.

Officers were on patrol in the 
Bunker Hill Housing Develop-
ment when they observed a group 
of individuals congregating in the 
parking lot area of 18 O’Meara 
Court. As the officers pulled into 
the lot their attention was drawn 
to an individual, later identified as 
Arthur Flood, 18, of Dorchester, 
that was standing in between two 
parked cars. Upon seeing the offi-
cers, Flood quickly moved to the 
passenger side window of a parked 
motor vehicle, leaned inside and 
looked as though he was retriev-
ing or concealing something while 
speaking with an individual who 
was seated in the driver’s seat. As 
the officers approached, Flood 
turned his body away from the 
officers, shielding his right side 
from the officers view. As the offi-
cers conversed with him, he con-
tinued to shield his right side and 
attempted to walk past the offi-
cers. The officer conducted a pat 

frisk to his right side, and immedi-
ately felt a hard object in the shape 
of a firearm. Officers attempted to 
secure Flood’s hands, but he kept 
moving them towards the front of 
his waistband area. Officers were 
eventually able to gain control and 
safely secure him in handcuffs. 
Officers recovered a firearm from 
his left pant leg as it slid down and 
was sticking out his ripped jeans. 
The firearm, a black Taurus 9mm 
G2C was loaded with (1) round in 
the chamber and (12) rounds in a 
high capacity feeding device.

As the officers were affect-
ing the arrest of Flood, the large 
group in the parking lot began to 
converge on them as they tried to 
secure the firearm. As the group 
became aggressive, they were 
instructed to leave the area, and 
made aware of multiple posted No 
Trespassing signs. A second indi-
vidual, identified as Keon Alston, 
24, of South Boston, was placed 
under arrest for Trespassing after 
he was instructed to leave the area 
multiple times and continued to 
be uncooperative. As the officers 
placed Alston under arrest, he vio-
lently resisted, swung his elbows 
and tensed his arms refusing to 
place them behind his back. The 
group once again converged on the 

officers, and with the assistance of 
several other officers, Alston was 
finally placed in the rear of a patrol 
wagon.

As the crowd began to disperse, 
the officers recovered a second 
firearm located underneath a gray 
motor vehicle. The firearm, a silver 
Smith & Wesson .357 Magnum 
revolver was loaded with 5 rounds 
of ammunition. Further investiga-
tion into this firearm revealed that 
it was reported stolen. Officers 
then located a third firearm from 
underneath a red motor vehicle. 
This firearm, a black Lorcin .380 
L380 was loaded with (1) round 
in the chamber and (6) rounds of 
assorted ammunition in the mag-
azine.

Arthur Flood was placed under 
arrest and charged with Unlawful 
Possession of a Firearm, Unlawful 
Possession of Ammunition, Carry-
ing a Loaded Firearm on a Public 
Way, and Possession of a Large 
Capacity Feeding Device.

Keon Alston was placed under 
arrest and charged with Trespass-
ing, Resisting Arrest, Interfering 
with a Police Officer, and Assault 
and Battery on a Police Officer.

Both suspects were arraigned in 
Charlestown Court.

Loaded firearms recovered in bunker Hill Development

One of the firearms recovered in the Bunker Hill Development on Nov. 
20 during an intense situation between police and a large crowd. Three 
loaded firearms were recovered and two were arrested.

By Seth Daniel

A highly-charged rumor floated 
around the Town over the Thanks-
giving holiday about the new 
intentions of former Heritage Club 
owners Maggie Suprey appear to 
be untrue.

Suprey had been in partnership 
with Heritage Club owner Nike 
John throughout the fall for a can-
nabis license, but that partnership 
fizzled out after a highly-charged 
meeting with Councilor Lydia 

Edwards at the Boston Cannabis 
Board, and then a rejection vote 
from the Board in the following 
week.

After that, John announced that 
Suprey would pursue other oppor-
tunities, and Suprey confirmed 
that.

Then came a flood of rumors 
that indicated Suprey would pur-
sue that other opportunity at a 
restaurant in Charlestown – nota-
bly the former Tangierino’s. That, 
in fact, is completely inaccurate, 

Suprey and others said.
“I have moved on to another 

project outside of the city and have 
no intent on pursuing a license 
anywhere in Charlestown,” said 
Suprey this week.

Others indicated a very prelim-
inary plan for the restaurant was 
spoken about early last summer 
prior to the application on Cam-
bridge Street, but it was quickly 
abandoned and never pursued 
seriously.

 Former Heritage club owner won’t pursue cannabis license here

Specializing  in Coins, Comics, 
Sport’s Cards & Stamps

PB MARKETPLACE
                    SINCE 1985

We Buy it All —— Big or Small!

paul.crowley@comcast.net

Holding onto any double Eagle Gold coins?

Call Paul   617-791-5274

$$$$

gold is at an all time high!

Holding 
onto a gem?
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Xfi nity Internet 

99/mo.$39 for 12 
months

Paperless billing and 
autopay required

Equip., taxes, and other charges extra 
and subj. to change. See details below.

when you add Xfi nity Mobile 
with new line activation and transfer of phone number 

within 90 days of Internet purchase

Ask how to add 

and save even more

Xfi nity Mobile 

During the X� nity Black Friday Sales Event, you can get $200 back when you get X� nity Internet 
and add X� nity Mobile. That’s huge savings on fast, reliable Internet and Mobile with nationwide 5G 
included on the most reliable network. And that means more of the family-calling, video-gaming, 
binge-watching, viral-videoing awesome you love. Now that’s how you do Black Friday right.  

The X� nity Black Friday Sales Event ends December 7.
Go to x� nity.com, call 1-800-XFINITY, or visit an X� nity Store today!

This Black Friday, 
Internet & Mobile 
meet awesome savings.

Internet offer requires enrollment in both automatic payments and paperless billing. Must enroll within 30 days of placing order for advertised offer. Without enrollment, service charge automatically increases by $10/mo. 
12-month automatic payment and paperless billing discount appears on bill within 30 days of enrolling. If either automatic payments or paperless billing are canceled during the 12-month period, or if service is downgraded to 
Limited Basic only, the $10/mo. discount will be discontinued. Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas. Limited to new residential Performance Pro 200 Mbps Internet customers only. Equipment, installation, taxes and fees, 
and subject to change during and after promo. After promo, regular rates apply. Comcast’s service charge for Performance Pro Internet is $92.95/mo. (subj. to change). Service limited to a single outlet. May not be combined 
with other offers. Internet: Actual speeds vary and are not guaranteed. For factors affecting speed, visit www.xfinity.com/networkmanagement. Mobile: Xfinity Mobile requires residential post-pay Xfinity Internet. Line 
limitations may vary. For Xfinity Mobile Broadband Disclosures, visit www.xfinity.com/mobile/policies/broadband-disclosures. Xfinity Mobile utilizes the highest ranked network from RootMetrics® 1H 2020 US report. WiFi 
networks not tested. Results may vary. Award is not endorsement. Individual programs and marks are property of their respective owners. Prepaid card offer: Must remain an Xfinity Mobile customer and maintain the Xfinity 
Internet service required for the offer for 90 days with account in good standing. Prepaid Card mailed to Comcast account holder within 18 weeks of activation of all required services and expires in 180 days. The Xfinity Mobile 
logo and “o” marks are trademark of Comcast. Call for restrictions and complete details. © 2020 Comcast. All rights reserved. NPA233814-0001  GBR-COMP-BF-Q4-V1
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Remote LeaRning  (from pg. 1)

     Affordable Senior Housing 
Senior Living on Bellingham Hill 
100 Bellingham Street in Chelsea 

1-774-745-7446 
 

   Need a comfortable place to call home? 
   Studio and one-bedroom apartments for seniors aged 62 or above.  

   Certain income limits apply. Please call the number above for more information!                

Do you live in a community just north of Boston?              

     

                                If you need help getting dressed, grooming, bathing, or running errands,                                   
  our highly-qualified and trained team of Registered Nurses, Social Workers,                                       

                  Certified Nursing Assistants and Home Health Aides work with you to enhance  
                          your quality of life while allowing you to remain living independently. 

 

              Call RSSI In-Home Supportive Services 
                 Toll-Free at 1-888-333-2481 

                                                        Various payment options available.  Must be at least 18 years old. 

*All participants will receive $25 after completion of their 
visit. To complete the visit, participants must create an 
account, give consent, agree to share their electronic 
health records, answer health surveys, and have their 
measurements taken (height, weight, blood pressure, etc.), 
and give blood and urine samples, if asked.

All of Us and the All of Us logo are service marks of the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services.

Why have some communities not 
been a part of medical research?
You can help researchers develop new and better 
treatments that benefit all of us.

Many groups of people have been left out of 
research in the past. That means we know less about 
their health. When you join the All of Us Research 
Program, you'll help researchers learn more about 
what makes people sick or keeps them healthy.

JoinAllofUs.org/NewEngland  
(617) 768-8300 
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a Zoom meeting where they were 
surprised to have Mayor Martin 
Walsh and Teacher’s Union Presi-
dent Jessica Tang. 

The group is made up mostly of 
parents from across the spectrum 
in Charlestown, but has grown 
citywide for all grades and all types 
of needs – whether special needs, 
vulnerable learners, young learners 
or general education students. The 
message no matter what group or 
what neighborhood is that remote 
learning isn’t cutting it, and there 
needs to be something innovative 
that can be done so that students 
don’t fall behind while their sub-
urban peers head off to in-person 
learning and they don’t.

Zehngebot has a K1 daugh-
ter, and she has never set foot in 
a school – having started school 

this fall in the pandemic and not 
being able to ever “go” to school. 
The other day, Zehngebot said, 
her daughter asked her if she could 
just go to the school building- a 
good question that the mother of 
two couldn’t answer.

“My daughter can’t do Zoom 
at her age; she’s too wiggly,” said 
Zehngebot. “She’s not set foot in 
a school building yet, but that isn’t 
a hardship comparatively. What is 
deeply troubling to not just myself, 
but also to everyone across the city 
is that the City has had 10 months 
to design something better than 
this and hasn’t done it. In that same 
time we’ve built a field hospital, 
put in eviction protections, start-
ed a small business loan program, 
expedited permitting for outdoor 
dining, elected a president and 

now have three vaccines in the 
works, but there is still no good 
plan to get kids back in school. 
In a city like Boston, where we 
have the best and brightest, it’s a 
shame we can’t come up with a 
better plan.

“We realize we’re a bunch of 
white families in Charlestown, 
but we want to lean on that 
white privilege to get attention 
and action for the whole city,” 
she continued.

Some of the ideas being float-
ed are looking into pool test-
ing, which has been effective in 
other places to create a type of 
bubble environment to protect 
healthy students and staff and 
prevent spread. The group has 
also been encouraging the City 
to look at what other places are 
doing. Both New York City and 
Somerville have opened their 
public schools and consider them 
essential, though parents point 
out in Boston there is indoor 
dining permitted and considered 
essential, while students are kept 
at home. The parents also point 
to the large amounts of data 
that tend to show schools, par-
ticularly elementary schools, are 
not dangerous places for spread-
ing the virus. Meanwhile, they 
also point to the large numbers 
of “Learning Pods” popping up 
at after-school providers and 
non-profits around the city – 
such as the Boys & Girls Club 
in Charlestown - that somehow 
have kids in-person learning 
remotely, and it’s all been done 
safely since September with no 
large outbreaks reported.

She said one “out of the 
box” solution they’ve pointed 
to recently is to use facilities that 
might be outside the footprint of 
BPS. With so many hotel function 
rooms empty, office buildings 
going vacant and other proper-
ties not in use right now, a tem-
porary solution could be to use 
those spaces to spread more kids 
out and keep them in “pods” for 

contact tracing purposes. 
“There are so many spaces out-

side their footprint that could pos-
sibly be utilized in this time,” she 
said. “That’s true especially down-
town where there is single-digit 
occupancy in some buildings as of 
December.”

Zehngebot said the message 
that she hopes the School Com-
mittee and BPS leaders hear from 

them is that their patience has run 
out, and their influence is spread-
ing across the city.

“It is really, really shameful and 
I’ve had it,” she said. “We need 
action for 2021. The Boston I 
know and worked for was a leader 
in pioneering solutions and it feels 
like we’ve been a laggard on this 
now.”

once the application is complete 
and the community process has 
played out. The BCB takes one 
equity applicant for every one 
non-equity applicant at its meet-
ings.  “We are #7 and awaiting 
an appointment from the Board,” 
said Joyce. “We’re hoping on get-
ting that for the December meet-
ing. That will depend on how 
many equity applicants that will 
be there.”

Joyce said they have taken 
some queues from the previous 
application on Cambridge Street 
and are looking carefully at the 
traffic in their area, which is down 
from the Lost Village neighbor-
hood. They are using a traffic 
consultant to look at the situation 
and have committed to paying for 
anything required of them.

Kelly said their proposal is 
quite different from the Heritage 
in that it’s much smaller. There 
store is 1,000 sq. ft. and has four 
points of sale – what he said was 
more of a boutique operation. 
Heritage was a much larger store 
in square footage, he said, and 
had 15 points of sale. 

“I think people tend to like our 
location because of the size of it,” 
said Kelly. “It’s the right scale and 
size for the neighborhood and the 
right fit for the area.”

That will be part of the pitch 
they give to the BCB, but there 
will also need to be more of the 
nitty gritty of their proposal. Like 
all potential cannabis operators, 
Kelly has sought out investors for 
his proposal. While that includes 
Joyce, it also includes their main 
investor, Sean Power. Power 
would hold a 38 percent stake 
in the company, with Kelly at 51 
percent and Joyce at 11 percent. 

Power owns karmadata, a 
technology health care company 
he has been the CEO of for 10 
years, and has been involved in 
other health care data compa-
nies. Joyce said he suffers from 
Parkinson’s Disease and, thus, 
finds the emerging marijuana 
industry interesting for business 
and personal reasons. He has also 
been involved as an advisor to the 
campaigns of former Dorchester 
State Sen. Linda Dorcena Forry.

Those are the only investors, 

though, Kelly said, and that was 
intentional. He said he wanted 
to have only one investor to look 
to and he wanted to know that 
person very well so something 
doesn’t happen along the way 
he – and the community – doesn’t 
approve of.“I wanted to be able 
to look only one person in the 
eye,” he said.

According to Kelly and Joyce, 
there is still a question about 
how Kelly went from being an 
equity applicant due to his being 
incarcerated for drug offenses, 
and then suddenly not being an 
equity applicant. Right now, he 
has a social equity license from 
the state, but not an econom-
ic empowerment designation by 
the state – which puts him as a 
non-equity applicant in Boston.

“We still don’t understand that,” 
he said. “I was equity and then it 
was rescinded. The premise behind 
that was it was to be for the War 
on Drugs and I’m not sure why my 
convictions don’t count towards 
that…I don’t understand how you 
can exclude people from this com-
munity. All the pain that drugs 
and alcohol caused this communi-
ty and somehow we didn’t get put 
into that category…Charlestown 
qualified with the state at one time. 
I’d still like to know when that 
happened.”Kelly said that is par-
ticularly hurtful to him because he 
wanted to be an equity applicant 
because he believes in the concept. 
He said he still plans to operate his 
business as a equity company even 
if there’s no official designation for 
him in Boston.

“I’m still structuring our com-
pany like an equity company,” he 
said. “I really believe in this stuff. 
If I didn’t want to be an equity 
applicant, why wouldn’t I have 
come in here two years ago? I’m 
from Charlestown. I came in now 
because I believe in equity and 
want to be an equity owner.”

The agenda for the BCB is 
expected out any day, and that 
will tell whether or not R2 will 
be on board for a hearing – or 
whether they will have to wait for 
the January meeting. In any case, 
Kelly said they are ready to go 
forward.

HeaRing  (from pg. 1)
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Ruth M. Lori 
Napolitano 
December 5, 1927 – June 9, 2007 

Birthday Remembrance
Thirteenth 

Anniversary  

We all remember the days of the past,
We smile, and we are back there with you.

The warmth of that hug, of the past memories
are strongest & longer and will always last.

Although you’re in heaven, you’ll always be here
and these birthday memories will last forever.

Remembering you on your birthday and everyday…
Always in our hearts, thoughts and prayers.

With love,
Your husband, family & loved ones.

The Green Line Extension 
(GLX) project team will provide 
the public with a general project 
update on Wednesday, December 
9, beginning at 6:30 p.m. This 
presentation will feature a visual 
tour of the project showing the 
latest progress on construction 
activities.

The meeting will be held via a 

Zoom webinar. Members of the 
public may register here. After 
registering, a confirmation email 
will be sent that contains informa-
tion about joining the webinar.

These meetings are accessible to 
people with disabilities and those 
with limited English proficiency. 
Accessibility accommodations and 
language services will be provided 

free of charge, upon request, as 
available. Such services include 
documents in alternate formats, 
translated materials, assistive 
listening devices, and interpret-
ers (including American Sign 
Language). For accommodation 
or language assistance, please con-
tact MassDOT’s Chief Diversity 
and Civil Rights Officer by phone 

As the holiday season rolls 
around and the COVID testing 
lines continue to fill with eager 
travelers, we are again reminded 
of the severity of this pandemic’s 
lasting effects. For some, this may 
be the first time they see their fam-
ily since the pandemic began, for 
others, this may be the first time 
without a roof over their head on 
Christmas day.

There’s no doubt that COVID-
19 has affected us all harshly; 
some worse than others. Food 
insecurity remains a major issue 
plaguing our friends and neigh-
bors. NEW Health has been com-
batting that issue since 2016 but 
has ramped up their efforts since 
the start of this pandemic. With 
the help of the community, NEW 
Health has been serving over 100 
families per month, including chil-
dren from the Harvard-Kent and 
Eliot Schools.

There’s no better time than the 
season of giving to continue this 
fight against food insecurity. This 
holiday season consider a dona-
tion to the Food Insecurity Pro-
gram at NEW Health. For every 
$25 donated to the program, you 

will receive a holiday greeting 
card with the following message: 
This holiday season a donation 
was made in your honor to the 
Food Insecurity Program at NEW 
Health. This program helps pro-
vide food access for over 100 fam-
ilies every month.

If you are unable to donate 
$25 any amount helps, however, 
it is important to note that only 
donations of $25 dollars and over 
will receive a greeting card. You 
can buy as many greeting cards as 
you’d like. For a donation of $100 
you will receive 5 greeting cards.

Every dollar donated is used to 
support NEW Health’s food inse-
curity services. With continued 
support from the community NEW 
Health hopes to expand their food 
insecurity efforts throughout the 
holiday season.

To make a donation and 
receive your holiday greeting 
card please visit https://bit.ly/
NEWHealth-Holiday-Giving or 
scan the QR Code included below. 
For questions concerning NEW 
Health Holiday Greeting Cards 
please contact Luisa Siniscalchi at 
857-238-1176.

Support needed for NEW Health’s Food Insecurity Program

The card pictured above will be included in the gifts of food.

Green Line Extension Virtual Public meeting set for Dec. 9
(857-368-8580), fax (857-368-
0602), TTD/TTY (857-368-
0603) or by email at MASSDOT.
CivilRights@dot.state.ma.us. 

For more information on the 
GLX project, please visit www.
mass.gov/GLX.

Boston City Councilor Lydia 
Edwards has announced the 
launch of the third

year of the Snow Angels pro-
gram. Councilor Edwards start-
ed the program in the winter of 
2018-2019 to connect elderly and 
disabled residents with volunteers 
to help them clear their sidewalks 
after snowstorms.

“The Snow Angels program is 
about neighbors helping neighbors 
and coming together as a commu-
nity,” said Councilor Edwards. 

“Each year so far the program has 
grown and my hope is that it con-
tinues to grow this year. I’m proud 
that this will be our third year run-
ning the program. The pandemic 
has isolated a lot of our seniors. 
Helping them by shoveling snow is 
a small but meaningful and impact-
ful way for us to help them.”

Sign ups for a Snow Angel vol-
unteer are available to District One 
residents that are either disabled or 
aged 65 or older. The registration 
period will be open until Decem-

ber 31st. People interested in either 
signing up for a volunteer or to 
be a volunteer can do so by filling 
out the form posted on Councilor 
Edwards’ Facebook page. The pro-
gram will attempt to match those 
that sign up for help with nearby 
volunteers to shovel snow.

Residents with any questions 
can call Councilor Edwards’ office 
at 617-635-3200 or send an email 
to gabriela.coletta@boston.gov .

Edwards announces return of Snow Angels

TO ADVErTISE PLEASE cALL 
781-485-0588
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TO ADVErTISE PLEASE cALL 781-485-0588

THE CITY OF BOSTON CAN HELP YOU

understand your healthcare options.

Mayor Martin J. Walsh
#BOSCanHelp

BOS :311

Together, we can navigate your healthcare plan
options to find the best fit for you. For more
information about this and other resources you may
qualify for, visit www.boston.gov/benefits or call 311.

By Seth Daniel

A new study by The Boston 
Schools Fund shows that enroll-
ment declines have been steep in 
the Boston Public Schools (BPS) 
this year – following a statewide 
trend of COVID-19 withdrawals 
– but Charlestown has shown one 
of the largest declines by percent-
age in the city.

The study looked at enrollment 
data provided by the annual Octo-
ber 1 Enrollment Report provided 
to the State Department of Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education 
(DESE), which annually serve as 
the official enrollment statistics for 
each district in the state. 

Overall, the study found that 
Boston had 2,368 fewer students 
this year than last school year, 
which was a 4.7 percent decline 
in total enrollment. Much of that 
decline in Boston came at the 
entry grades of K1 (13% decline), 
K2 (11.7% decline) and 9th grade 
(15% decline). For context, the 
report indicated that BPS did 
much better than the state decline 
for K1/K2 decreases, but did far 
worse than the state for 9th grade.

Enrollment was down across 
every neighborhood in Boston, 
and for varying reasons. How-
ever, Charlestown by percent-
age showed the second larg-
est decrease, right behind All-
ston-Brighton.

By percentage, Charlestown 
enrollments were down 11.03 per-
cent this year, while Allston-Brigh-
ton was down 12.7 percent. The 

next closest was the South End 
with a 7.3 percent decline, and 
Mattapan with 7.26 percent 
decline. 

Oddly enough, across the city 
exam school enrollment was up 
by 1.05 percent, and the Back Bay 
actually increased its enrollment 
number by 1.9 percent, but that 
only amounted to nine students in 
total.

Enrollment declines by neigh-
borhood were looked at only by 
the location of the schools in the 
neighborhood, and not by the zip 
code or home of the actual stu-
dents in the school. In Charles-

town, the decline amounted to 
239 students in total that were not 
in the Town’s schools. Those num-
bers do not reflect enrollment of 
students from Charlestown in The 
Eliot School, which is in the North 
End and serves a large number of 
the Town’s students.

Allston-Brighton’s decline 
amounted to 353 students, and 
Roxbury actually had the most 
student decrease at 380 students – 
though that was only a 4.7 percent 
decline in the total numbers there.

Overall, the study showed that 
BPS enrollment projections city-
wide were off by more than 9,500 

students, or 17.4 percent, due to 
the pandemic. Those numbers 
were projected in BuildBPS studies 
done in 2016. The largest num-
ber off the mark came in grades 
K2-5, where 26,149 students were 
expected this year, and 20,913 
enrolled.

There are any number of rea-
sons for the exodus, though the 
study did not track where those 
students have gone. Some have 
simply not shown up for school, 
while many also anecdotally report 
that students are leaving public 
schools – which are all remote – to 
attend in-person private and Cath-

olic schools.
“Data presented in the above 

slides give us a snapshot of BPS 
enrollment, but do not provide 
explanations for enrollment drop 
among different groups, grades, 
and neighborhoods,” read the 
report. “There are further ques-
tions that must be asked.”

Among those questions are 
those about why certain groups 
are leaving the district and are 
there different reasons, and anoth-
er key question is finding out 
which students are likely to return 
to the district post-COVID.

many charlestown students not returning to boston Public Schools

Change in enrollment of Boston Public Schools by neighborhood.
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20 CITY SQUARE 
Charlestown, MA

6,500 - 16,000 SF 
AVAILABLE

FULL FLOOR AVAILABLE FOR LEASE

May you have  

a healthy &  

happy holidays

NORTH STATION
10 min walk

BACK BAYBACK BAY
CAMBRIDGECAMBRIDGE

COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE
9 min walk

TENANTS AT THE SQUARE

ROB CRONIN
617.951.4147
rcronin@lpc.com 

BRENDAN MILLER
617.951.4148
bmiller@lpc.com

By Seth Daniel

The Boston School Committee 
took the first hour of its meet-
ing on Nov. 18 to apologize for 
remarks made by its former Chair 
Michael Loconto that were termed 
offensive to Asians, but that time 
of reflection also had a strong mes-
sage to the community to show 
more tolerance and not to judge 
Loconto solely on that one remark.

“My discomfort with your res-
ignation is growing,” said Member 
Hardin Coleman, who read from 
a letter he sent Loconto after the 
incident. “I remain discomforted 
by the resignation of the Boston 
community to lead with anger 
and distrust instead of fairness 
and reasoning…What leads me to 
discomfort with our community 
is that demanding your expulsion 
from your civic role is in direct 
contradiction to our principle of 
restorative justice – a concept that 
is supported by many of those that 
called for your expulsion.”

The remarks by Loconto came 
during a marathon meeting on 
Oct. 21 that lasted into the wee 
hours of Oct. 22 and featured a 
highly-charged debate and vote 
on changing the admissions cri-
teria for the City’s three exam 
schools. At around 11:30 p.m. in 
that online meeting, Loconto was 
heard mocking the names – appar-
ently – of some Asian parents who 
wanted to speak against changing 
the criteria. It was immediate-
ly called out, and seemed like he 
hadn’t realized his microphone 
was on. He resigned the next day 
and apologized for his comments.  
However, the matter was exac-
erbated by a report in the Boston 
Globe showing that members pri-
vately texted one another about 
the comments during the meeting, 
including telling Loconto how 
he might be able to explain them 
away.

But the session at the School 
Committee meeting on Nov. 18 
wasn’t just about bashing the 
former chair’s comments – which 
most everyone agrees were not 
characteristic of his typical con-
duct. In fact, he seemed to have 
several allies on the Board who 
were disappointed that the overall 
community didn’t give him a sec-
ond chance before calling for his 
resignation.

One of the strongest voices in 
that call was from the Committee’s 

only Asian American member – 
that being Member Quoc Tran.

Tran’s comments were quite 
powerful, and he said he was 
speaking from the heart and had 
prayed and meditated on the mat-
ter prior to the meeting so he could 
choose the right words. Many 
would have expected him – a long-
time Civil Rights activist in the 
Vietnamese community – to con-
demn and dispatch Loconto to the 
history books. In fact, though, his 
words suggested the exact oppo-
site and he said he was “person-
ally resentful” that Loconto was 
pushed to resign.

Tran said he has been an activ-
ist for 30 years and, while he 
condemns Loconto’s comments 
on that night, he doesn’t think it 
should define all of the work he 
had done for all the BPS commu-
nities – including the Asian com-
munity.

“Throughout more than 30 
years of working in Civil Rights, 
I’ve learned a few things,” he said. 
“I used to be a very ardent fighter 
against anything discriminatory, 
but now I’m over 60 and looking 
at everything I’ve fought for and 
there’s one thing we haven’t been 
practicing as we should and that’s 
tolerance and tolerance has been 
missing since this incident.”

He said that lacking the tol-
erance to forgive Loconto of his 
words on that night, and allowing 
him to move forward on the Com-
mittee, will only perpetuate racism 
and not ease it. He called on the 
Asian community to teach the City 
how to be tolerant in the face of 
terribly hurtful comments.

“To my Asian community, the 
one thing we grow up with – the 
first thing instilled in us from the 
cultures in China, Vietnam, Laos, 
and Cambodia is tolerance and 
patience,” he said. “Let’s practice 
that and teacher American people 
what tolerance is.”

New Chair Alexandra Oli-
ver-Davila said the comments 
were unacceptable, and she also 
apologized for her inaction in not 
condemning them on the spot. She 
said his words were not okay, but 
that moment should not define 
him.

“Words matter and names 
matter and I appreciate that Mr. 
Loconto was quick to apologize 
and resign,” she said. “He recog-
nized his words were hurtful to 
our Asian community members. 

School committee apologizes 
for inaction on anti-Asian remarks

However, his lapse of judgement 
in that moment cannot and should 
not erase all his years of support-
ing equitable education access for 
all Boston students and shouldn’t 
define his tenure with that chal-
lenging moment.”

New Vice Chair Michael 
O’Neill – a long-time Charlestown 
resident – apologized for his lack 
of action, the texts he sent, and on 
behalf of the entire Committee. 
He said he hopes the incident can 
make them all a better board and 
understand those they serve better.

“I do want to say to our Asian 
community in particular and our 
overall BPS community as well…I 
believe I will commit to leaning 
into and all of us will commit to 
leaning into the moment and striv-
ing to help build a board that our 
communities value and feel heard 
by…I feel we need to lean into the 
moment and commit together to 
being a better board. I apologize as 
a fellow board member…for what 
happened that evening and the 
pain it caused our communities.”

Supt. Brenda Cassellius also 
apologized for the actions, and 
praised the work of Councilor Ed 
Flynn for bringing the BPS leaders 
and the Asian community in his 
district together to create more of 
an understanding. She said they 
plan to have a workshop on Dec. 
9 to train with Dr. Ibram Kindi of 
the Boston University Center for 
Antiracist Research. The Commit-
tee will also hold a day-long retreat 
on Dec. 12 to discuss the mat-
ter more, and to also talk about 
logistics for returning students to 
in-person learning.

The Boston School Committee apologized at its Nov. 18 meeting for its former chairman’s comment that were 
derogatory to Asian community members, but also many Committee members asked for people not to define 
the former chairman by that one moment.
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Birmingham, Alabama attorney Robert Norris helps injured claimants, nationwide, collect cash benefits from Asbestos Trusts. “No represen-
tation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.”

DOMINO
SUGAR

Special trusts have been set up by vendors and suppliers 
of the Domino Sugar plant to pay asbestos victims. You can make 

a claim without ever leaving your home.
If you ever worked at the Domino Sugar plant before 1982 you may have been exposed 

to asbestos - and not even know it. You could be entitled to multiple cash settlements without 
even leaving your house, going to court, or filing a lawsuit.

Lung Cancer • Other Cancers

If you ever worked at the Domino Sugar plant, you were likely exposed to 
asbestos.  If you have been diagnosed with Lung Cancer (even if you are a smoker) - or 

Esophageal, Laryngeal, Pharyngeal, Stomach, Colon, Rectal Cancer or Mesothelioma, or 
know someone who died from one of these cancers, call

1-800-478-9578
Free Claims

 Analysis
www.getnorris.com/asb
Nationwide Service

North Washington Street bridge 
construction look-ahead through  Dec. 12

VIbrATOrY HAmmEr 
NOISE ImPAcTS

•A vibratory hammer is being 
used to install the five cofferdams 
which will be needed to build the 
piers of the new bridge. Installation 
of each cofferdam takes about two 
weeks.

•The project has positioned a 
combination of hanging sound 
blankets and temporary barrier 
to minimize noise impacts from 
the vibratory hammer. These mea-
sures will be adjusted as needed 
and appropriate.

•Use of the vibratory hammer 
began on 10/6. Work hours are 
during the day (7 a.m. – 3 p.m.)

DEScrIPTION 
OF ScHEDULED WOrK 

•Chip out warehouse joints, 
installation and maintenance of 
silt curtain, installation of north 
and south abutment bridge seat, 
and cleaning of demolition site. In 
addition, sheeting and bracing of 
cofferdams will continue.

WOrK HOUrS
•Most work will be done 

during the daytime (6:00 a.m. – 
6:00 p.m.)

•Some work will be done over-
night (4:30 p.m. – 2:30 a.m.)

WOrK THAT HAS bEEN 
cOmPLETED

•Prior to 11/29, crews con-
tinued to demolish the existing 
bridge. The bridge is 95% demol-
ished and work on the cofferdams 
is 50% complete.

TrAVEL TIPS
Westerly sidewalk, Lovejoy 

Wharf stairs near Converse are 
open to the public with the opening 
of the temporary bridge, the adja-
cent section of the Harborwalk 
passing under the bridge remains 
closed.

The Tudor Wharf Walkway 
(under the bridge next to the 
water in Paul Revere Park) will 
be intermittently closed for safety 
during construction operations, 
with access provided via the Water 
Street underpass.

The USS Constitution Museum 
has closed until further notice to 
minimize spread of the coronavi-
rus. The Virtual Museum expe-
rience, launched in March 2020, 
will continue to offer robust and 
engaging content for all digital 
visitors.

“The USS Constitution 
Museum proudly continues to ful-

fill its mission to engage all ages 
in the stories of ‘Old Ironsides’ 
through its Virtual Museum,” said 
Museum President & CEO Anne 
Grimes Rand. “Whether you’re 
a curious student or an armchair 
sailor, we offer compelling content 
that’s sure to educate and enter-
tain.”

Virtual Museum visitors can 

explore its social media channels, 
including Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram, and YouTube, and 
website usscm.org. The content 
includes programs, activities, vid-
eos, and blog posts. The online 
Museum Store is open and cur-
rently offering special holiday dis-
counts.

USS constitution museum temporarily closes

BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS          PRICE
Aaron, Fred J       Laurito, John T 340 Bunker Hill St #1D $953,500
Picard, Claire  Baum, Jody R 73 Chelsea St #407 $886,000
Weber, Michael T&Hannah Derosa IRT 17 Concord St $905,000
Mccluskey, Suzanne Butler, Joseph W 98 High St #1 $810,000 
Bulva, Yana Griffiths, Matthew 14 Soley St #14  $882,500
Rise Development 2 LLC Spice Street Holdings 24 Spice St $7,700,000
Rise Development 2 LLC Spice Street RT 32 Spice St  $4,550,000
Browne, Sarah Zappulla, Frank E  13 Trenton St #2 $1,050,000

r e a l  E s t a t e  Tr a n s f e r s

Elite
253 Main St. • Charlestown • 617-241-5566

www.c21elite.com
Sales • Rentals • Free Market Analysis

Certified Buyer Agents

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE

Staff report

United States Attorney Andrew 
E. Lelling announced last week 
that the District of Massachusetts 
has been allocated funding to hire 
an Assistant U.S. Attorney (AUSA) 
to focus on prosecuting cases 
involving fraudulent schemes to 
unlawfully obtain unemployment 
insurance (UI) benefits and related 
offenses through the Coronavirus 
Aid, Relief, and Economic Security 
(CARES) Act of 2020.

The CARES Act allocated $270 
billion for supplemental federal UI 
benefits. Additionally, President 
Donald J. Trump directed that $44 
billion in federal Disaster Relief 
Funds be used to provide supple-
mental UI benefits to eligible claim-
ants. The substantial increase in 
funding for UI benefits spurred a 
dramatic spike in UI fraud across 
the country, resulting in the theft of 
federal funds intended to help those 
struggling with unemployment 
during the current pandemic and 
economic crisis. 

As part of its ongoing effort to 
investigate and prosecute fraud 
stemming from the Coronavirus 
pandemic, the District of Massachu-
setts will hire an AUSA for a one-
year term, with the possibility of a 
one-year extension.

“Unfortunately, there are those 
who take advantage of national 
crises to enrich themselves at the 
expense of American taxpayers,” 

said U.S. Attorney Lelling. “From 
the onset of the pandemic, my office 
has aggressively investigated and 
prosecuted scams and fraud relat-
ed to this national crisis, including 
efforts to steal funds intended for the 
millions of Americans who sudden-
ly find themselves out of work and 
without an income. I look forward 
to doubling down on our prosecu-
tions of unemployment insurance 
fraud with the welcomed addition 
of a prosecutor focused solely on 
these cases.”

The U.S. Department of Justice, 
in close coordination with the U.S. 
Department of Labor and other 
federal agencies, created the U.S. 
Department of Justice National 
Unemployment Insurance Fraud 
Task Force. This task force is 
charged with investigating numer-
ous CARES Act fraud schemes tar-
geting the unemployment insurance 
programs of state workforce agen-
cies and will work closely with Unit-
ed States Attorneys’ Offices to pros-
ecute those individuals who have 
fraudulently diverted these funds 
from those struggling with unem-
ployment. 

The Department encourages the 
public to report suspected fraud 
schemes related to COVID-19 to 
the National Center for Disaster 
Fraud (NCDF) hotline by phone at 
(1-866-720-5721) or via an online 
reporting form available at www.
justice.gov/disaster-fraud/webform/
ncdf-disaster-complaint- form.

State receives funding to hire prosecutor to 
combat unemployment insurance fraud
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TO ADVErTISE IN THE cHArLESTOWN PATrIOT-brIDGE
PLEASE cALL 781-485-0588

@bostonplansbostonplans.org

Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director/Secretary

Zoom Link: bit.ly/33xjuDU
Toll Free: (833) 568 - 8864
Meeting ID: 161 392 5067

Wednesday, December 16
6:00 PM - 7:30 PM 

PLAN: Charlestown

Climate Resilience & Open Space Workshop 

Event Description
Dear Neighbor, 
 
Please join us for the next PLAN: Charlestown public meeting. Building on discussions at previous PLAN: 
Charlestown community events, the initiative will host a workshop on December 16th (6:00-7:30 pm) on 
the topics of climate resilience and open space. Staff from the BPDA and the City of Boston Environment 
Department will present on past and upcoming phases of Climate Ready Charlestown. Additionally, BPDA 
and Boston Parks and Recreation staff will expand on October’s Parcel Priority Plan exercise with a 
discussion of Charlestown’s current parks, and planning for future open space. 

To view all PLAN: Charlestown project materials, please visit: http://bostonplans.org/plancharlestown

Virtual Community Workshop

Contact:
Jason Ruggiero
Boston Planning & Development Agency
One City Hall Square, 9th Floor Boston, MA 02201
617.918.4383| jason.ruggiero@boston.gov

By Seth Daniel

Several friends of the late 
George Collier have rallied over 
the holiday season – and quickly 
we might add – to create a legacy 
for the former Boston Police Offi-
cer that would serve to help fam-
ilies with food over the holidays.

Cecil Jones, a police officer and 
member of the Bunker Hill Asso-
ciates, said he had been discuss-
ing the idea with some friends in 
the Town and they felt that now 
would be the time to do something 
for Collier.

“There were a few of us that 
got a couple of people togeth-
er from Charlestown and we 
thought this would be a good way 
to promote George’s legacy,” said 
Jones. “I grew up in the projects in 
Charlestown and George always 
told me to focus on sports and 
athletics to keep focused. Because 
of him, I listened and I made some 
good choices and have lived a 
good life because of it. When we 
lost George, this was something 
I always wanted to do to give 
back.”

Jones recalled that the family, 
the Colliers, had a store on Bun-
ker Hill Street and they were more 

than generous to needy families in 
those days – especially for those 
that were in need of food. That’s 
where the idea came in to give 
away gift cards to help families 
with food – and they set a goal 
of providing 52 cards as Collier 
passed at the age of 52.

“My family was one that was 
on the receiving end so many 
times, and this was a chance to 
be on the giving side,” he said. 
“We’re not going to solve all the 
problems for these families, but 
we can solve their problems for a 
week at least during the holidays.”

A highlight of the effort is that 
they set a goal of $15,000 to raise, 
posted the need out to the com-
munity last Friday, and now have 
pretty much received all of their 
donations. Jones said the City of 
Boston Credit Union was instru-
mental in giving $10,000 toward 
the effort, and Kevin McGoff 
has been able to raise quite a bit 
as well through his work. Mean-
while, many donations have come 
in through social media and the 
Venmo app that is being used to 
encourage social distancing during 
COVID.

Maureen Collier, president of 
the Associates and the wife of 
the late George Collier, said those 

receiving the cards will be cho-
sen by the Boys & Girls Club of 
Charlestown. She said George was 
not a Club kid, but her family was 
and the Club was very important 
to him – particularly the College 
Club there that he donated to 
annually and for which she con-
tinues to donate to in his name.

She said the gift cards are a 
great legacy for her husband, and 
she is grateful to the Boston Police 
and the Associates for helping her 
family during the tough times after 
George passed, and also in orga-
nizing this legacy.

Our family is very happy and 
very humbled that someone like 
Cecil and these other guys decid-
ed to do this,” she said. “Holidays 
can be tough for people when you 
lost loved ones, but this is mak-
ing it better for us and helping 
George’s legacy live on.”

Jones said he hopes this is 
something that will continue in 
George’s name every year at this 
time.

“It’s my goal to repeat this every 
year,” he said. “I think it’s a great 
time of the year to help those who 
are in need. I grew up in the proj-
ects in Charlestown and I know 
what it is to see a week come and 
go and hope for something.”

cOVID positive test rate
drops once again here 

By John Lynds 

The COVID-19 positive test 
rate in Charlestown decreased for 
a second week in a row according 
to the latest data released by the 
Boston Public Health Commission 
(BPHC). 

Of the 9,554 Charlestown resi-
dents tested for the virus 4 percent 
were found to be positive by last 
Friday. This was a decrease of 39 
percent from the 6.6 percent that 
tested positive two Fridays ago. 
The citywide positive test rate 
average was 5 percent a decrease 
of 50 percent  from the 10.2 per-
cent that tested positive two weeks 
ago. 

The data shows that overall 
since the pandemic began 4.4 
percent of Charlestown residents 
tested were found to be COVID 
positive. 

At his daily press briefing Tues-
day, Mayor Martin Walsh said 
that in the two weeks leading up to 
Thanksgiving, Boston’s numbers 
went in the right direction. 

“But, we expect to see an 
increase when the impact of 
Thanksgiving activity makes it 
into the testing data,” said Walsh. 

He said the City will be moni-
toring that data closely as it comes 
in.

“In the meantime, we all have 
to do everything we can to prevent 
the virus from spreading, by tak-
ing our collective and individual 
precautions as seriously as ever,” 
said Walsh. 

The infection rate in Charles-
town increased 8.9 percent in one 
week according to the latest city 
statistics. 

The BPHC data released last 
Friday showed Charlestown had 
an infection rate of 214.2 cases per 
10,000 residents, up from 196.7 
cases per 10,000 residents. 

Thirty-four additional residents 
became infected with the virus last 
week bringing the total number of 
cases to 416 in the neighborhood. 

The statistics released by 
the BPHC as part of its weekly 
COVID19 report breaks down 
the number of cases and infection 
rates in each neighborhood. It also 
breaks down the number of cases 
by age, gender and race.

Citywide positive cases of coro-
navirus increased10 percent last 
week and went from 25,105 cases 
to 27,635 confirmed cases. Twen-
ty more Boston residents died 
from the virus and there are now 
919 total deaths in the city from 
COVID. 

On Friday the BPHC released its weekly COVID-19 stats by neighbor-
hood that tracks infection rates and COVID testing results in Boston 
neighborhoods. 

Police, bunker Hill Associates rally 
to memorialize George collier
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TO ADVErTISE 

PLEASE cALL 

781-485-0588

New DDIIRREECCTTOORRYY  ooff  bbuussiinneesssseess

What do you need today? Many merchants and 
service providers are adapting to the current 

crisis with new shopping options. Check here for 
ways to safely shop from your own home.

PPLLAACCEE  YYOOUURR  AADD  IINN  TTHHEE  DDIIRREECCTTOORRYY  TTOODDAAYY!!
GGRREEAATT  iinnttrroodduuccttoorryy  ssppeecciiaallss!!

DDeebb  DDiiGGrreeggoorriioo  --  ddeebb@@tthheebboossttoonnssuunn..ccoomm
SSiioouuxx  GGeerrooww  cchhaarrlleessttoowwnnaaddss@@hhoottmmaaiill..ccoomm

PUBLIC WELCOME
MA Inspection Station #4498 

Open Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m. - 3:45 p.m

617-242-5782

PPOORRTTSSIIDDEE  TTRRUUCCKK  &&  AAUUTTOO  RREEPPAAIIRR

100 TERMINAL ST.              
CHARLESTOWN

$160/month or save 10% and prepay $1728/year.
12 month lease, get your spot now! 

For more information email Joanie Walls: 
jwalls@diversifiedauto.com

or call directly at (617) 936-2119

ssttmmaarryyssttccaatthheerriinnee..oorrgg                                  661177--224422--44666644
4466  WWiinntthhrroopp  SStt..                                            CChhaarrlleessttoowwnn,,  0022112299

matthewcollinsre

Before you make another move, 
contact MC Realty

BUYING - SELLING - RENTING

matthew@seaportrealtygroup.com(617) 915-4286

cYHA UPDATE
The season is running smoothly 

since the return of hockey last 
month following the shutdown 
ordered by Gov. Charlie Baker 
for two weeks. Though the season 
started late in September, the shut-
down took place, and practices are 
a little more limited than in the 
past, the teams are in fine form 
and competing well against the 
best competition in the region. 

bOYS HOcKEY
•MIDGETS: Coach Harry 

Sullivan’s Charlestown midget 
team went 5-0-1 in league play 
to win the VHL Tier 1 AAA 
American Division. Coach Sullivan 
wanted to thank the seniors for 
the great season, including Eoin 
Donovan, Sonny Fazio, Braden 
Fitzpatrick, Brady McKinley and 
Colm Vraibel. The midgets will 
now move on to their high school 
seasons – if they in fact take place.

•PEE WEE AA:  The Pee Wee 
AA team has had a number of 
close games recently, losing a 1-3 
contest on home ice Nov. 29 to 
Dedham. Previously, they lost 4-2 
to the Valley Warriors in Revere. 
They are 4-4 on the season.

•PEE WEE A: The Townie team 
has taken November by storm, 
going without a loss in the entire 
month with a record of 4-0-2. 
They have tied their last two con-
tests, including a game in Malden 
on Nov. 29 with Winchester 4.

•SQUIRT AAA:  The team 
pulled out a nice win on Nov. 28 
in Revere against the Dorchester 
1 team, 5-3. The team sits at 
3-1-1 on the season and will face 
Brookline 1 in Cambridge on Dec. 
5., 4:10 p.m.

•SQUIRT A1: Yet another 
team on the move in November, 
the Squirt A1’s haven’t lost this 
month. They hit a high with a 2-0 
win over Dorchester 3 on Nov. 29 
in Cambridge. That was a big win 
as they had tied the same team on 
Nov. 14. They’ll face the Arlington 
3 team in Malden on Dec. 5. The 
team is 5-0-1.

•SQUIRT A2: The A2 Townies 
took a tough loss to Waltham, 
2-10, last weekend, but came off 
of a great win against Framingham 
3 the previous weekend, 4-1, in 
Cambridge. They’ll host Wellesley 
4 on home ice this weekend, Dec. 
5, at 4:20 p.m.

•THE MITES!...The Mite AAA 

T o w n i e  S p o rT S

team is 3-1 on the season, los-
ing a close one to Westwood last 
weekend, 2-3. They face Dedham 
1 in Malden this weekend…The 
Mite AA team is 2-1-1 on the 
season and will face Newton 2 
this Sunday in Malden. It will be 
the first meeting of the teams this 
year…The Mite A1 team has had 
a rough go at 0-3-1, but looks to 
rebound against Medfield 2 this 
Sunday…The Mite A2 team will 
face Framingham 5 on Sunday, 
9:20 a.m.

GIrLS HOcKEY
•The U14 girls pulled out an 

exciting win last weekend to 
notch a great victory against and 
always-good Natick program. The 
Townies got a goal from Regan 
Sullivan and the winner from 
Maeve Hurley with 14 seconds 
left to beat Natick 2-1. The win 
improves their record to 4-1-2 on 
the season.

•U12 Townies’ tough 2-1 win 
over a disciplined Waltham Hawks 
on November 29 leaves them with 
a 6-1-1 record. They are in first 
place in the North division of the 
MYC girls league and in a tight 
race with several teams for overall 
first place. 

•The U10 team is being coached 
this year by Steve Ness and Jack 
Sindoris. So far, they are 1-1 in 
League play and 3-2 overall. That 
puts them in a tie for third place 
with Melrose. Plenty of talent-
ed players on this squad. They 
face Waltham U10 on Sunday in 
Waltham.

LOCAL 
STUDENT 

EARNS ACADEMIC 
HONORS

Charlestown resident Sofia 
Amador de Vries was named to 
the first quarter Honor Roll at 
Arlington Catholic High School 
after achieving grades of B or bet-
ter in all of her classes. 
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V i s i t  w w w . c h a r l e s t o w n b r i d g e . c o m

•  Management of Chronic Diseases (such as kidney
   disease, diabetes, arthritis, heart disease)
•  Direct Access to Angell’s board-certified specialists
•  Weekend & Evening Appointments
•  Geriatric Medicine
•  Free On-Site Parking

Compassionate,
Comprehensive Care

Stuck looking for
quality veterinary
care in your area?

24/7 EMERGENCY CARE  |  FREE PARKING

Angell is
prepared
to help!

•  24/7 Emergency
   & Critical Care
•  Acupuncture
•  Anesthesiology
•  Avian &
   Exotic Medicine
•  Behavior
•  Cardiology
•  Dentistry
•  Dermatology
•  Diagnostic
   Imaging

•  Internal Medicine
•  Neurology
•  Nutrition
•  Oncology
•  Ophthalmology
•  Pathology
•  Pain &
   Palliative Care
•  Physical
   Rehabilitation
•  Surgery

350 South Huntington Avenue  |  Boston, MA
617-522-7282  |  angell.org

Sen. DiDomenico reflects on 10 years in the Legislature
By Seth Daniel

The journey over the past 
decade for Sen. Sal DiDomenico 
has been a whirlwind of starting 
out, moving up and being a helper 
for his community.

However, as he celebrates 10 
years in the State Senate this year, 
he said he is always taken back 
to his late father’s flower shop in 
Cambridge, where DiDomenico’s 
professional mission statement of 
‘I want to help people’ was formed 
as he watched his dad pull levers 
and work connections in the area 
to help people that needed it most.

“A lot of people used to come 
into his flower shop and ask for 
help for any number of things,” 
said DiDomenico. “He had 
friends in politics and he would 
call them and try to get help for 
people. I saw that and I wanted 
to be that person too – the person 
who could call and get help for 
people. When I first got elected to 
the State Senate he was so proud. I 
can still see his face the night I got 
elected and he was so happy. I’m 
very lucky to have had such great 
support networks from my family, 
my wife, my kids, my friends and 
my mom and dad.”

It was from that point that the 
fire to fight for communities was 
instilled in DiDomenico – and 
though he worked for some time 
successfully in the hotel and hospi-
tality business – his fire for politics 
didn’t cease. After a time as the 
Ward 3 Everett City Councilor, 
he decided to run for the open 
seat in the State Senate for the 
district representing Everett, 
Chelsea, Charlestown, and parts 
of Cambridge and Allston. It was 
a risky move, but it resulted in a 
win. Now, after a decade of advo-
cacy at the highest levels as he has 
risen to the upper leadership of the 
State Senate as Assistant Majority 
Leader, he finds himself at the 
table for almost all big decisions 
in state policy.

“Being at the table where deci-
sions are made in the Senate is a 
great place to be for my district,” 
he said.

But DiDomenico was adamant 
to stress that he doesn’t just bring 
himself and his own opinions to 
that decision-making table. He 
said he has made a point out of 
getting to know the heart-and-
soul of the communities he rep-
resents and to understand what 
each needs – taking that to the 
table to make sure it’s heard by 

those in power.
“A lot of what I do is not rocket 

science,” he said. “I actually go 
into the communities and talk to 
people and know their names. I 
feel what we do in the State House 
comes from what is happening in 
the communities I represent. A lot 
of what we do comes from advo-
cates in my district.

“The louder voices get access, 
but the people who don’t feel they 
have a voice don’t push it when 
they hit a barrier,” he continued. 
“Those are the people I want to 
speak for – those people who feel 
like government isn’t working for 
them. I want to show them our 
toles is to help people and their 
voices are heard by me. It all goes 
back to that simple phrase I’ve 
always carried with me, that being 
‘I want to help people.’”

Relying on a dedicated support 
network from each of his commu-
nities – a network that has always 
included his family close by his 
side – he has marched towards 
that goal in pursuing important 
legislation that he has always felt 
was the right thing to do. That is 
especially true of education fund-
ing, early childhood education and 
school lunch options.

Some of his landmark legisla-
tive achievements in the last 10 
years include:  Breakfast After 
the Bell, Community Investment 
Tax Credit and Extension, Social 
Worker Safety, Pre-Registration 
for Youth, Early Ed & Out of 
School Time Capital Fund, 
Safe and Supportive Schools, 
E-bike Regulations, SNAP Gap 
Common Application, Language 
Opportunities for Our Kids, Life 
the Cap on Kids, Youth Tobacco 
Prevention, Health Care Equity 
for Foster Children, and Children 
with Medical Complexities.

Nothing has been as close to 
his heart though as education and 
the battle for more educational 
funding equity – an issue that 
was hopefully resolved last year 
with the signing of the Student 
Opportunity Act. DiDomenico 
said his advocacy and role in get-
ting that multi-year bill passed 
was one of his crowning achieve-
ments in the past 10 years.

“I fought for our students to not 
just get their fair share, but more 
than their fair share because of the 
inequities our students face,” he 
said. “They need more than other 
students need…We all know it’s 
a great bill for kids and teachers, 
but over time we’ll see a huge 

State Sen. Sal DiDomenico has 
helped the communities in his dis-
trict navigate COVID-19 over the 
last 10 months, but this year he 
has also marked the milestone of 
10 years in office as state senator. 
He said he has found success by 
getting to know the people in his 
communities first-hand and then 
advocating for what they say they 
need.

change in how we educate our 
kids because we have the resources 
to do it. In Everett, Chelsea and 
Charlestown, we have a lot of 
obstacles. There are a lot of things 
we need in our communities that 
other communities don’t have to 
deal with. To me, to change fund-
ing formulas without taking into 
account these challenges wasn’t 
right, but we finally fixed that.”

The education piece has also 
filtered into pre-school and early 
childhood education, where 
DiDomenico has been a leader on 
the issue for some time. That has 
been recognized by many advoca-
cy groups who have awarded him 
for his efforts – something that 
can seem casual but in fact is very 
unique.

His drive to expand Head Start 
and get pre-school for every three-
year-old in the state is an effort  - 
along with expanded child health 
care – he calls his “baby” in terms 
of issues.

Those efforts have many times 
crossed over with advocacy for 
senior citizens – working on both 
issues with community-based 
organizations to get proper fund-
ing so those groups are care for.

“A big part of my job is work-
ing within my communities with 
community-based organizations 
that are on the front lines every 
day and supporting them by mak-
ing sure funding gets to them to 
do their work,” he said. “Having 

these long-standing relationships 
even before I was in the Senate has 
helped me advocate for them in 
putting policies they want in place 
and getting resources for them.”

Those relationships transi-
tioned well to provide COVID-19 
relief through those organizations 
directly to the residents – some-
thing DiDomenico said has been 
the primary focus of his office for 
the last 10 months. He said he and 
his staff have been in close contact 
with leaders in Everett, Chelsea 
and Charlestown to assist them 
in COVID-19 responses. That has 
included advocating for the use 
of the EnVision Hotel in Everett 
as a COVID isolation center paid 
for by the state and utilized by 
all three communities. It’s also 
included close collaboration with 
Gov. Charlie Baker in mobilizing 
resources like food and, in the case 
of Chelsea, deploying the National 
Guard. It’s also included Facebook 
telethons to raise money to help all 
three communities with essential 
needs during the pandemic.

Much of this work, however, 
he said could not be done without 
the help of his staff at the State 
House. He said his staff is unique 
in that there is very little turnover 
and those that come to work for 
him rarely leave. In fact, two of his 
staffers have been with him since 
he walked through the doors of 
the State House 10 years ago.

“We haven’t had a lot of turn-
over in 10 years,” he said. “I’ve 
had 10 staff members in 10 years. 
That’s pretty remarkable…That’s 
incredible and plays well to my 
constituents because they are 

experienced and know what our 
communities need and who to call 
to get things done. They get things 
done because of relationships 
we’ve built over time both inside 
and outside the State House.”

Some of those senator-plus-staff 
achievements show up in small 
issues that are resolved behind the 
scenes, but others show up in the 
State Budget. Those recent accom-
plishments include:

•Education:  $9.725 million 
•Environment, Parks and 

Substance Abuse Prevention: 
$280,000

•City Upgrades: $2.5 million
•Transportation Infrastructure: 

$12.2 million
•Public Safety: $1.15 million
•Children, Families, Veterans 

and Seniors: $1.5 million
•Housing and Small Business 

Relief: $2.5 million
All told, that equals out to more 

than $82 million in recent months, 
DiDomenico said, and is a cred-
it to his time in the Legislature 
and the advocacy of his dedicated 
staff – not to mention the strong 
relationships he enjoys with key 
members of the communities in 
his district.

In the end, the 10-year jour-
ney has changed so much about 
DiDomenico and he said it boils 
down to just loving his job.

“I love hotel work and I love 
that industry, but I can tell you by 
far the State Senate is the best job 
I’ve had in my life,” he said. “It’s 
a privilege to serve. I love being a 
state senator and hope to do it a 
long, long time.”
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•SUPEr SITES FOr bPS 
mEALS

Beginning October 26, BPS Super 
Sites open for Mondays through 
Thursdays, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. BPS families 
can pick up free breakfasts and lunches. 
Some locations also provide free toiletries 
and free groceries on select days.

*Edwards Middle School – 28 Walker 
St.

*Harvard/Kent Elementary – 50 
Bunker Hill St.

From the Dec. 3 Zoning Advisory 
board of Appeal meeting, 5 p.m., online:

•102 High St. Applicant: Tucker Levy. 
Purpose: Renovate kitchen /garden level 
and add 145sqft addition to rear garden 
level of home to create additional living 
space. No change in occupancy.

•6 Mount Vernon Ave. Applicant: 
Timothy Burke. Purpose: Amend permit 
to construct a new dormer on rear of 
house with a roof deck above. Access 
to roof deck from new stair and hatch. 
Work includes new framing, cladding, 
windows, decking, roof hatch and rail-
ings. Work includes associated electrical, 
plumbing and mechanical work.

b P D A  c o m m u n i t y 
meeting - building 108 rFP 
Join the BPDA for a presentation of 
the proposals in response to the RFP 
for redevelopment of Building 108 in 
the Charlestown Navy Yard. A minor 
modification to the Charlestown Urban 
Renewal Plan is being considered 
in regards to the project to allow 
Research and Development Uses. 
When: Thursday, December 3, 6 p.m. 

Where: This meeting will be held 
virtually.

From the Dec. 8 Zoning Board hear-
ing, 9 a.m., online:

•41 Mt. Vernon St.

BPDA IAG Meeting - Bunker Hill 
Housing Redevelopment

•The 6th Impact Advisory Group 
meeting in connection with the 
Bunker Hill Housing Redevelopment. 
When: Wednesday, December 9, 6 p.m. 
Where: This meeting will be held virtu-
ally.

CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEE 
ON CITY AND NEIGHBORHOOD 

SERVICES HEARING:
A Dec. 4, 11:30 a.m., hearing to discuss 

safety of construction sites in the City of 
Boston. This matter was sponsored by 
Councilor Ed Flynn, and referred to the 
Committee on January 15, 2020.

CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEE 
ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS 

WORKING SESSION:
A Dec. 7, 10 a.m., working session 

regarding an ordinance on surveillance 
oversight and information sharing. This 
matter was sponsored by Councilors 
Ricardo Arroyo, Kim Janey, and Michelle 
Wu. It was referred to the Committee on 
May 6, 2020.

CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEE 
ON ARTS, CULTURE, AND SPECIAL 

EVENTS HEARING:
A Dec. 7, 2 p.m., hearing regarding 

the creation of a Boston Sestercentennial 
Commission to mark the 250th anni-
versary of 1776. This matter was spon-
sored by Kenzie Bok, and referred to the 
Committee on September 23, 2020. 

comments to mbTA Proposal to 
Eliminate the Water Ferry and Other 
Service cuts Due December 4th! 

Among the service cuts proposed by 
the MBTA is the water ferry between the 
Navy Yard and Long Wharf. Navy Yard 
residents are urged to provide comments 
regarding the ferry’s elimination. For ref-
erence, you can find the letter Friends of 
the Charlestown Navy Yard sent to the 
MBTA on our website at www.friend-
scny.org/news. 

Comments should be sent to publi-
cengagement@mbta.com, copying our 
elected state officials, Sal.DiDomenico@
masenate.gov and Dan.Ryan@
mahouse.gov. You can also provide com-
ments at https://www.mbta.com/forg-
ing-ahead. The reporting by the Patriot 
Bridge on the water ferry elimination can 
be found at www.friendscny.orhttps://
charlestownbridge.com/2020/11/18/
water-transport-could-be-challenged-
with-ferry-cuts/.Comments to the MBTA 
are due by 5:00 p.m. on December 4th.

cITY cOUNcIL cOmmITTEE 
ON GOVErNmENT OPErATIONS 
HEArING: The Committee will hold 
a Dec. 3, 10 a.m., hearing for a special 
law re:  Preference for Boston High 
School Graduates for the Position of 
Police Officers in the City of Boston. 
The Chair of the Committee is Councilor 
Lydia Edwards. The sponsor of the dock-
et is Mayor Martin J. Walsh.

•The Mayor announced an extension 
of the Outdoor Dining Program beyond 
its original end date of October 31. 
Restaurants using private outdoor space 
can continue to do so for the dura-
tion of the public health emergency. And 

restaurants using public space on 
streets and sidewalks can contin-
ue until December 1. The City will 
also waive application fees for the use 
of outdoor propane heaters in dining 
areas. Restaurants will still need a permit 
from the Fire Department, and safety reg-
ulations around their use will remain in 
place. Restaurants can use electric heaters 
without a permit, as long as no cords are 
crossing sidewalks.

•REPORTING WORKPLACE 
SAFETY CONCERNS

Workers in any size organization have 
options if they feel they are being pres-
sured into an unsafe situation. Attorney 
General Maura Healey has created 
resources for workers to report safety 
concerns during reopening. They include 
an online form at the Attorney General’s 
website and a dedicated Fair Labor 
hotline at 617-727-3465. People can also 
find those resources by calling 311.

•HOW TO REPORT A PROBLEM 
PROPERTY

Since taking office in 2014, Mayor 
Walsh has made fixing quality of life 
issues a priority in his administration. 
From investing in Public Works to mak-
ing sure community policing is a staple 
in every neighborhood, we are making 
sure every neighborhood is clean, safe 
and a great place to live and work in. 
Unfortunately some properties in Boston 
need more help than others, and that’s 
why we are here. If you know of a prop-
erty that fits one of the following criteria: 
multiple calls to 911, one that’s blighted 
or just a general concern, we encourage 
you to reach out to your neighbor-
hood liaison.

ForFor              RecordRecord

By John Lynds

With the COVID-19 positive 
test rate coming down a bit here 
and across the city, Mayor Martin 
Walsh said this week he’s expect-
ing another surge in cases follow-
ing the Thanksgiving holiday. 

Walsh and public health experts 
are still urging residents to get test-
ed in order to know their COVID 
status and properly isolate to 

decrease the spread of the virus. 
There are over 30 testing sites 

across the city and North End 
Waterfront Health (NEW Health), 
an affiliate of Massachusetts Gen-
eral Hospital and Boston Medi-
cal Center, announced its site in 
Charlestown will remain open to 
all residents and patients of the 
health center throughout the hol-
iday and winter season. 

According to Megan Ohlson, 

NEW Health testing site opened 
this past summer to all NEW 
Health patients and all residents of 
Charlestown regardless of symp-
toms or insurance.

TheCharlestown site is open 
Monday through Friday, 1 p.m. 
to 4 p.m., and has been moved 
indoors to the Crossroads 
Resource Center at 15 Tufts Street. 
Both drive-up and walk-up options 
remain available.

Appointments are required and 
can be made by calling 857-238-
1100 for the Charlestown testing 
site. 

Ohlson said the site will remain 
open as long as needed in order to 
ensure NEW Health is doing its 
part to combat COVID spread in 
the community. 

“In the City of Boston, we are 
committed to providing equitable 
access to COVID-19 testing in our 
neighborhoods, and I’m pleased to 
build on that work with this new 
resource,” said Mayor Walsh. “It’s 
especially important now for any-
one who spent the Thanksgiving 
holiday with people outside their 
household to get tested and limit 
the further spread of COVID-19.”

The COVID-19 test site initia-
tive was announced by Walsh in 
May as a way to help fill any gaps 
in testing availability, prioritizing 
neighborhoods and populations 
that need dedicated testing efforts 

to create equitable access to test-
ing. 

In addition to the City’s two 
mobile testing sites, testing is avail-
able at over 30 locations across the 
city. Individuals can call the May-
or’s Health Line with any ques-
tions using 617-534-5050. 

A full list of testing sites across 
Boston can be found at https://
www.boston.gov/departments/
public-health-commission/covid-
19-testing-sites. 

Walsh recently announced the 
City of Boston launched “Get The 
Test, Boston,” a pledge designed 
to encourage residents to get a 
COVID-19 test. Additionally, 
businesses who sign the pledge will 
share testing resources and infor-
mation with their employees. 

The City has also been partner-
ing with community health centers 
to increase access to testing, partic-
ularly in neighborhoods experienc-
ing higher rates of COVID-19. 

NEW Health continues to offer cOVID-19 testing in charlestown

ADRENALINE
RUSH!

1-800-GO-GUARD • www.1-800-GO-GUARD.com 

You’ll also get career training 
and money for college. If you’re 
ready for the excitement, join 
the Army National Guard today.
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• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

DEADLINES: For classified line 
ads, deadlines are Monday by 4 
p.m. Call 781-485-0588
-----------------

HELP 
WANTED

------------------------------ 
LOOKING FOR Great Results? Call our 
classified department. Call 781-485-
0588 or fax the ad to 781-485-1403

DRIVERS WANTED-DEPENDABLE 
IMMEDIATE OPENINGS
Busy Revere Based transportation 
company. All shifts available, trans-
porting passengers,
Our cars/our gas/our clients, call 
Ricky 781-913-6613 or 781-284-1000 
office (leave name and #)
Local geographical knowledge and good 
driving record a must.
--------------

ROOM FOR RENT
Winthrop
Extra small room in quiet home
Fully furnished, 50-inch TV w/ inter-
net. Off street parking, near bus line
Kitchen and yard access
Available now
Call Carl
781-426-5454
$800/month + heat

ROOM

FOR RENT

N e i g h b o r h o o d  r o u N d  u p

---------------------
ROOM FOR RENT
Chelsea
Available Now
Spacious Private Fully Furnished 
Room
3 floors, 3 Bathrooms
Landry in Building
Next to Bus, Train Station, 
Supermarket
$850/Month Includes Utilities 
Call Maria 617-312-9467

Geek For Hire

617-241-9664
617-515-2933

C  o  m  p  u  t  e  r    c  o  n  s  u  l  t  a  n  t    a  v  a  i  l  a  b  l  e    f  o  r    home or business. 

•  PC support & networking of all types with  
focus on secure Internet access (wired & wireless), 

•  broadband router & firewall technology, 
• virus detection/prevention,  
• spam control & data security/recovery.

ServiceS include:

TO ADVErTISE 
PLEASE cALL 
781-485-0588

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

JOHN J. RECCA 
PAINTING

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com
781-241-2454

        SNOW               
REMOVAL

Shoveled 
Sanded    Salted

Prompt Courteous Service
Call or Text  Phil  

617-230-3490
        

Ryan

Licensed & insured 
Complete electrical services 
www.johnpmchughelectric.com
Jmchugh447@gmail.com 

Boston residents preferred 
Start immediately. 
Call 617-212-2268 

for more information.

LICENSED PLUMBERS 
WANTED

FrEE KIDS 
SNOWmAN 
OrNAmENT 
PrOJEcT

Do you wanna build a snow-
man? Mockingbird and Essem 
Art Studio are collaborating to 
spread joy in our community with 
a free snowman ornament making 
art lab. Free kits are available for 
pickup at Mockingbird Baby & 
Kids (219 Main Street). The event 
will be held LIVE on Instagram 
at @EssemArtStudio on Saturday 
morning, Dec 5that 10 AM. This 
is a family/sibling friendly activity 
and everyone is welcome so pick 
up your kits and follow Mocking-
bird and Essem Art Studio on Ins-
tagram to be prompted to join the 
live event.

KIDS GINGErbrEAD 
HOUSE PrOJEcT

The Charlestown Branch of 
the Boston Public Library and the 
Essem Art Studio invite the com-
munity to a Cardboard Ginger-
bread House project. This virtual 
program will be live on the Face-
book page of the Charlestown 
Branch Boston Public Library on 
December 9th at 10am and will 
also publish on Essem Art Studio 
via Instagram. The community 
is invited to pick a Gingerbread 
House kit at the Kennedy Cen-
ter or the Library, which includes 
candy, stickers and the cardboard 
milk box structure of the Gin-
gerbread House.  To pick up  at 
the library please contact Eileen 
Whittle at ewhittle@bpl.org.  To 
pick up at the Kennedy Center 
contact cgalvin@kennedycenter.
org. The Boys and Girls Club will 
also participate. If you can’t pick 
up materials, you can also opt in 
to upcycle a milk carton and use 
any crafting materials you have at 
home for this open ended project.

 

FrIENDS OF 
THE NAVY YArD 
HOST VIrTUAL 
DIScUSSION

Friends of the Charlestown 
Navy Yard invites you join us on 
Tuesday, December 8th at 7:00 
for a virtual talk with Jim Aloisi, 
former Massachusetts Secretary 
of Transportation, to discuss the 
current state of the MBTA, its 
proposed reduction in service, and 
thoughts on how the T can move 
forward beyond the pandemic. 
Jim is a Lecturer of Public Policy 
and Planning at MIT and a writer, 
transit advocate and strategic con-
sultant. He played a central role 
in the creation of Boston’s Rose 

Fitzgerald Kennedy Greenway. In 
addition to serving as Secretary 
of Transportation in the Admin-
istration of Governor Deval Pat-
rick, Jim’s public service includes 
service on the Boston Human 
Rights Commission, the Massa-
chusetts Transportation Finance 
Commission, and the Massa-
chusetts Port Authority Board. 
Jim is the author of four books, 
including The Big Dig, The Vidal 
Lecture, and Massport at 60, and 
is a regular contributor to Com-
monwealth Magazine. He serves 
on the Board of TransitMatters, 
a Boston based transit advocacy 
group. You can purchase The Big 
Dig here https://www.amazon.
com/Big-Dig-Remembers-Rob-
ert-Allison/dp/1889833827. For 
details on how to join the talk, 
email friendscny1@gmail.com.                                                                                                                                             
                                                                                            

“E” INc EmPOrIUm 
- TAKE OUT ON 
FrIDAYS

“e” inc. EMPORIUM has fan-
tastic holiday merchandise that 
includes many great new purvey-
ors and a slew of hands-on activi-
ties, games, kits, etc.  Order online 
by midnight Thursday for “Take 

Out” on Fridays.
At our website you can also 

learn about our Secret Santa pro-
gram that lets our community 
friends share their largesse by 
adding a toy to their order for 
our younger neighbors in need.   
All the funds “e” inc. collects at 
the Emporium are used for its mis-
sion to teach children and youth 
the science driving the planet and 
the skills to make a difference. “e” 
inc. students have been helping the 
planet for over 15-years. Click on 
the Science Emporium on the “e” 
inc. home page: www.einc-action.
org. and you’re there! 

 
FrEE FALL STOrY + 
ArT FOr cHILDrEN

The Charlestown Branch of the 
Boston Public Library and Essem 
Art Studio are happy to present 
a FREE Fall Story + Art series. 
Children’s Librarian, Mrs. Eileen 
Whittle will read a selected book 
and local artist, Sophia Moon, will 
present a family/sibling friendly 
art project that can be modified 
for little artists as young as 2 years 
old (with adult guidance). Every 
Wednesday at 10am, the installa-
tion will launch on the Facebook 

page of the Charlestown BPL, and 
on Essem Art Studio’s virtual Art 
Studio (tv.essemartstudio.com).

FrEE VIrTUAL ArT 
STUDIO TrIAL

Essem Art Studio launches a vir-
tual art studio with monthly sub-
scriptions to continue sparking joy 
and cultivating creative power in 
little artists (age 2-10) and families 
with young children. The virtual 
art studio provides engaging virtu-
al art labs and resources for par-
ents and families who are looking 
for ways to introduce more art and 
creative practices at home. Every 
week, new art labs and creative 
prompts are added to the grow-
ing online catalog. You can enjoy 
a free 7 day trial of the virtual art 
program now. Visit essemartstu-
dio.com for more information! 

HArVEST ON VINE 
FOOD PANTrY 
APPEAL

The Food Pantry has had a great 
need at this time as it has been very 
busy serving many more

residents in town and providing 
more frequent distributions. Dona-
tions of all non-perishable foods 
aregreatly appreciated. Donations 
drops are: Food Pantry, 49 Vine St. 
(Hayes Square), The

Cooperative Bank - 201 Main 
St. or the Parish Center - 46 Win-
throp St. (by the Training Field). 
Ordonate by sending checks to: 
Harvest on Vine, Parish Center, 46 
Winthrop St., Charlestown, MA 
02129. They are also looking for 
volunteers to assist with distribu-
tion. For more information, call 
Tom MacDonald 617-990-7314.
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11 Month CD Special

0.75%
APY1

S E T  I T .

F O R G E T  I T .

V I S I T  Y O U R  L O C A L  B R A N C H 
O R  C O N TA C T  U S  AT  8 8 8 . 4 1 8 . 5 6 2 6

C S B  S A V I N G S

1Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 10/15/2020. Rate is subject to change without notice. Offer available 
for personal Certificate of Deposit (CD) and Individual Retirement Accounts (IRA) only. You must have a Cambridge 
Savings Bank Performance or Performance Plus checking account. A minimum of at least $10,000 not currently on 
deposit with CSB is required to open this special personal CD or IRA. $10 minimum daily balance required to earn 
APY. The maximum amount of deposit is $250,000 and additional deposits to this CD Special are not permitted. The 
APY assumes interest remains on deposit until maturity. The term for the Certificate of Deposit is 11 months and 
a penalty may be imposed for withdrawals made before maturity. Withdrawals and fees may reduce earnings. 
You must live or work in New England to take advantage of this CD Special. Limit one promotional account per 
household. Offer may be withdrawn at any time. Checking fees may apply. SAV-0040f  Rev. 10/20
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