
By Seth Daniel

Graduation has been a deli-
cate thing to pull off this spring 
and summer, but one of the most 
heart-felt graduation ceremonies 
annually in Charlestown got the 
green light last Friday, Aug. 14, 
and it saw 35 adults graduate from 
the Charlestown Adult Education 
program – a record number of 
graduates despite the COVID-19 
restrictions that hit students in 
March.

Director Lori D’Alleva said she 
was incredibly inspired by this 
year’s graduates and hoped they 
would cherish the diplomas that 
they earned the hard way – a path 
made even more challenging by 
COVID-19 complications.

“Many of us do this sequen-
tially from Middle School to High 
School and it’s expected,” she 
said. “You guys took a different 
route…You guys are graduating 
in the most unique year ever…
This is the biggest challenge. There 
are students here who tried and 
didn’t pass the tests up to six times 
and still came back to be success-
ful. They wanted this…After you 
become an adult and have kids 
and responsibilities, this becomes 
extremely challenging. You guys 
are rock stars.”

The ceremony had been sched-
uled for May, but had to be post-
poned due to COVID-19 and 
few wanted to do it online. So, 
they waited and last Friday were 
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Harry Jackson shows off his trophy and the winning baseball from 
his victory in the Charlestown Little League Home Run Derby on 
Wednesday, Aug. 12, on Ryan Field. Jackson hit eight home runs during 
the second round of the competition to secure the win – finishing with 
13 on the night. See Page 6 for more photos.

HOME RUN DERBY

By Seth Daniel

As Charlestown native Billy 
Durette looked out from Hays 
Square, with 128 American flags 
in a backpack that he was ready 
to tote through the Town last 

Saturday, he said there was an odd 
sense of remembrance that came 
over him.

He could look out from that 
spot, and feel and know the men 
and women that lived in the 
homes around him and died with 

valor in World War II. The same 
was true as he walked up Bunker 
Hill Street and back down Main 
Street – so many of the places he 
had learned about in his exhaus-

By Seth Daniel

While the race for state rep-
resentative in Charlestown and 
Chelsea this summer has had a 
good deal of interest and debate – 
at a social distance of course – it 
has also generated a lot of fund-
raising and spending compared 
to other nearby races for state 
representative.

State records from the Office of 

Campaign and Political Finance 
(OCPF) have been revamped 
during this election cycle to require 
candidates to submit campaign 
reports every month – giving those 
on the outside a clearer look at 
how campaigns are running from 
month to month.

It, of course, has been a brave 
new world trying to campaign 
and raise money within the con-
fines of COVID-19 restrictions, 

which means there are no in-per-
son fundraising events or rallies 
or numerous house parties bent 
on raising money for campaigns. 
In all, incumbents have led the 
way due to their network of estab-
lished donors from the past, but 
in the 2nd Suffolk race there has 
been a wealth of wealth dropped 
on both campaigns.

Charlestown Adult Education 
graduates largest class in years

Walking and Remembering
Durette celebrates VJ Day in City Square

Billy Durette of the Charlestown Veterans History Project standing in front of the 128 American flags he 
transported through the Town and planted at the City Square Monument on Saturday, Aug. 16, in honor of 
the 75th anniversary of VJ Day. 

State Rep. race shows major fundraising, 
substantial spending from both candidates

Charlestown Adult Education 
graduate Latoya Clements and her 
daughter share a happy moment at 
the program’s graduation ceremo-
ny last Friday, Aug. 14. Clements 
persevered through the program 
for several years, and now is at 
Benjamin Franklin Institute, while 
her daughter is attending a Boston 
exam school. The Adult Ed pro-
gram saw a record 35 graduates 
this year, despite the restrictions of 
COVID-19.
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By Thomas Scott and Robert N. Baldwin,                        

Massachusetts Association of School 

Superintendents (MASS)

Across the Commonwealth, 
school districts are beginning to 
announce their plans for the start 
of the 2020-2021 school year. 
Some communities are choosing 
not to reopen school buildings, 
opting instead for full distance 
learning for all students. Other 
communities are moving forward 
with a “hybrid” model, in which 
some groups of students alter-
nate between in-person learning 
and distance learning, in order 
to ensure physical distancing in 
schools. 

Neither of these approach-
es is being met with universal 
acclaim. Superintendents and 
School Committees find them-
selves caught between the impas-
sioned viewpoints of two oppos-
ing camps. They are hearing from 
parents who advocate for at least 
some return to in-person school-
ing, in part because of fears about 
the long-term effects of students 
being out of school, without the 
supports and interactions they 
need to thrive. They’re also hear-
ing from constituents, including 
many teachers’ union leaders, who 

insist that school buildings should 
remain closed altogether to protect 
students and staff and to prevent 
the spread of the virus.

Many of the 275 members of 
the Massachusetts Association of 
School Superintendents (MASS) 
were eager and hopeful to have 
their School Committee approve 
a hybrid model. Especially in 
communities where the COVID-
19 infection rate is low, many 
superintendents are confident that 
schools can make the necessary 
adjustments to resume in-person 
instruction while protecting the 
health and safety of students and 
staff. These district leaders have 
worked diligently with local task 
forces throughout the spring and 
summer to craft reopening plans 
that adhere to state guidelines and 
“follow the science.” While so 
many other states across the coun-
try cannot even consider reopen-
ing schools as the infection rate 
continues to soar, Massachusetts 
is in a very different position. 
Many Superintendents believe that 
the health and safety measures 
they will put in place – espe-
cially the redesign of schools to 
ensure physical distancing, along 
with requirements for face cov-
ering, hand-washing, symptom 
screening, and rigorous cleaning 

and sanitizing protocols – create 
the conditions to begin reopening 
schools incrementally and respon-
sibly.

Despite these precautions, 
some communities ultimately will 
decide, as some already have, 
that even a partial reopening is 
not worth the risk, and begin the 
year with all students learning 
from home. In those communities, 
Superintendents will work with 
teachers’ unions to design and 
implement distance learning plans 
that reflect lessons learned last 
spring about what worked well 
and what needs improvement. 
Districts will have to find creative 
ways for students and families to 
“meet” their new teachers, even 
if not in person, to establish rela-
tionships at the start of the school 
year. Districts operating fully 
remote models also will have to 
devise strategies to serve students 
with the greatest needs, partic-
ularly students with disabilities, 
English learners, children living in 
poverty, and others who were not 
fully engaged in distance learning 
from March to June. Challenging 
questions remain about how 
schools can provide additional ser-
vices remotely to address students’ 
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SAVE THE U.S. POST OFFICE
The unprecedented efforts to undermine the operations of the U.S. 

Postal Service by President Donald Trump and the Republicans are 
not even a thinly-veiled attempt to make sure that mail-in voting in the 
November election during this unprecedented pandemic will fail.

Trump’s suggestion that mail-in voting can easily be manipulated, 
or “rigged,” is absurd on its face. Five states, including Washington, 
Oregon, and Utah,  have been conducting their elections for years by 
mailed-in ballots -- and they have been doing so without a hitch or any 
hint of manipulation.

However, even if we take Trump at his word that he is trying to 
“reform” the Post Office, why did he wait to do so until more than 
halfway through his fourth year in office and appoint as the Postmaster 
General a millionaire hack campaign donor who has absolutely zero 
experience in the mail delivery industry?

The U.S. Postal Service from its inception has been a national treasure 
that other nations have tried to emulate. We hope that the Congress is 
able to come together to save our Postal Service, an institution that lit-
erally is a lifeline for millions of Americans and provides a tremendous 
service for the entire country.

NEW STIMULUS BILL IS
DESPERATELY NEEDED

As we all have learned by now, the so-called Executive Order (if any 
of it is even legal) recently issued by President Donald Trump two weeks 
ago amounts to all talk and no action.

It does not stop any evictions of tenants anywhere in the country.
The extra $400 per week of unemployment benefits (on top of 

whatever an unemployed person may be receiving from the usual unem-
ployment stipend) is subject to each state kicking in $100 of the $400. 
Given that every state already is facing huge budget deficits because of 
the pandemic, the Executive Order amounts to what in the private sector 
is referred-to as a poison pill.

As for the temporary elimination of the Social Security tax -- which is 
only paid by employed persons -- that sum will have to be repaid in the 
future by each taxpayer and business. So what good is that?

The moratorium on interest on student loans may be able to go into 
effect, but the Executive Order extends that benefit only to September 
30.

The House passed an extended relief bill in May that included funds 
for states and municipalities, as well as maintaining the additional 
unemployment benefits of $600 that were included in the first pandemic 
legislation. 

The Senate refused to take up the House bill until the deadline 
approached -- and then asserted that the House was unwilling to com-
promise.

With an average of 1000 Americans dying daily from the coronavirus 
and the economy still in a shambles, the country cannot afford political 
gamesmanship. Action is needed -- and fast.
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LETTERS to the Editor

EDWARDS IS      
STICKINg WITH ED!

To the Editor,
After much consideration I 

have decided to enthusiastically 
endorse Ed Markey for US Senate.

I initially endorsed another 
candidate in this race because 
of her vision, passion, and fight-
ing spirit for workers. Today, in 
Massachusetts, Ed Markey is the 
only candidate running for US 
Senate that has all of those qual-
ities and the proven record to get 
things done.

I represent East Boston, 
Charlestown and the North End. 
Every part of my district is vul-
nerable to climate change. East 
Boston, where I live, is especially 
in need of a fighter in the Senate. 
East Boston’s history is one of new 
beginnings, environmental activ-
ism, and working class families.

We were only second to Ellis 
Island in the amount of immi-
grants we received. We have 
taught our children that the only 
way to fight against corporate 
greed and environmental injustice 
is through organizing and we have 
always been a community for fam-
ilies and hard-working people. Ed 
Markey understands that history 
and shares those values.

Today, we face one of the big-
gest battles against corporate 
greed that is trying to expand fos-
sil fuel infrastructure. Ed Markey 
not only opposes the substation 
but knows that opposition isn’t 
enough. He has a plan to build a 
better infrastructure, one that cre-
ates jobs, is supported by science 
and meets our needs as a commu-
nity. We need him in the Senate to 
fight for the Green New Deal!

The pandemic has brought to 
light another long-standing ineq-
uity facing my district: internet 
access. With BPS families needing 
the most flexible, accessible, and 
equitable infrastructure I find Ed 
Markey’s leadership to ensure low 
income families have access to the 
internet to be another demonstra-
tion of his vision, heart, and ded-
ication to building a more equita-
ble world.

I am proud to support Ed 
Markey and hope you’ll join me 

in voting for him.
Boston City Councilor 

Lydia Edwards

A LABOR OF LOVE
To the Editor,
This letter is written on behalf 

of our current Representative 
Danny Ryan. Danny has been 
our representative in this district 
for six years. He has been com-
mitted to a positive transforma-
tion in our district. His continued 
momentum as a change agent has 
brought about economic growth 
and improved the lives of his con-
stituents in our district.

Danny has been a lifelong 
Charlestown resident. Danny 
knows and understands the issues 
that his constituents deal with on 
a daily basis. Danny exemplifies 
honesty, fairness and thoughtful-
ness in his leadership on the Hill. 
He represents accountability in 
government. Since he has served 
both in federal and state govern-
ment, he has an honest, pragmatic 
and hopeful insight into out dis-
trict’s problems and needs - and 
he is always willing to examine the 
issues and listen closely to constit-
uents’ questions and concerns.

In closing, to be our state rep-
resentative is not just a job for 
Danny Ryan; it is a labor of love 
for him. He is always there for his 
constituency, please remember to 
vote for Danny on September 1.

Maureen V. Feeney
Charlestown

JOIN ME AND VOTE 
FOR DAMALI

To the Editor,
Before Labor Day, we will have 

the chance to choose our prima-
ry candidates for the US Senate 
and the MA Legislature. Early 
voting starts on Tuesday, August 
22, and election day is September 
1. When the time comes, I hope 
you’ll join me in voting for Damali 
Vidot for State Representative of 
Charlestown and Chelsea as she’s 
a bonafide community advocate 
who will represent the residents of 
the Second Suffolk District.

As an educator with 25 years 

of experience working in a variety 
of settings from the Boston Public 
Schools to private and public char-
ter schools, I recognize the impor-
tance of leadership.

What shines so brightly from 
Damali is her ability to listen, 
learn, and champion the needs 
of the people in her district. In 
her four and a half years as an 
At-Large Chelsea City Councilor, 
Damali has shown herself to be 
deeply committed to ensuring that 
local government is responsive to 
the needs of all of its residents. 
Much of her recent work high-
lights her effective leadership skills 
as she responded to the horrifying 
concentration of COVID-19 in 
Chelsea, where 80 percent of the 
workers are essential.

Even in the middle of a pub-
lic health pandemic, as the dual 
impacts of COVID-19 and struc-
tural racism ravaged our state, 
Damali led with humility, courage, 
and grace. Now, more than ever, 
we need candidates with the skills 
to bring people together. I’m con-
fident that Damali is that person.

I know that Damali will pro-
vide nothing short of coura-
geous service to the residents of 
Charlestown and Chelsea in the 
State House because she has prov-
en herself to stand up even when 
times are hardest.

In these times where many soci-
etal fractures are on display, I 
also appreciate Damali’s choice 
to focus on the humanity of all 
people, especially those who may 
disagree with her on a particular 
policy choice. She is a both a real 
listener and also a doer, and will 
fight for all of us to create a more 
just world.

I believe that Damali can and 
should serve our state on a larg-
er platform as our next State 
Representative for Charlestown 
and Chelsea. Today, I’m asking 
you to join me to elect a compas-
sionate leader who understands 
the needs of her community.

Whether you’re voting by 
mail, voting early, or voting on 
September 1, I hope you’ll join me 
and Vote for Damali.

Teresa Rodriguez
Charlestown

social-emotional needs, especially 
their mental and physical health.

There is no shortage of opin-
ions about what is the “right” 
way to approach the new school 
year. A quick scroll through any 
social media feed highlights the 
vast divide on this issue, with 
proponents from both sides grow-
ing increasingly fervent every day. 
While superintendents have urged 
State officials to provide more 
clear direction for school open-
ing, unless State officials change 
their position in the days ahead, 
these decisions are left solely in 
the hands of the superintendents 
and school committees. Therefore, 
each Superintendent has a weighty 
responsibility to cut through the 
noise, examine the facts, weigh 
the pros and cons, and recom-
mend a plan that best protects 
and educates the students in their 
community. Ultimately, each pro-
posal must be approved by the 
School Committee, but even their 
decision is not final unless the 
terms are negotiated with the local 
teachers’ union. All of this occurs 
while the public health situation – 

and the response to it – remains a 
moving target. 

Whatever the outcome in 
each community, the new school 
year can begin successfully only 
if everyone involved commits to 
working together for the benefit of 
students. In the remaining weeks 
before students resume learning, 
we have a critical opportunity for 
parents, educators, union leaders, 
and community partners – regard-
less of the model they each wanted 
to see adopted – to move forward 
with a shared sense of purpose. 
We are living in imperfect times, to 
say the least, so while no plan can 
achieve a “perfect” result, let’s all 
strive to be creative, open-minded, 
resilient, and unequivocally deter-
mined to get our students back to 
learning.

Thomas Scott, Ed.D. is 
Executive Director of the 
Massachusetts Association 
of School Superintendents 
(MASS). Robert N. Baldwin, 
Ed.D. is President of MASS and 
Superintendent of the Fairhaven 
Public Schools.

CORRECTIONS

• In last week’s story about the proposal to add housing and 
revamp the Bunker Hill Mall, comments by Councilor Lydia 
Edwards indicated she wanted 100 units from the Bunker Hill 
Housing Development project in the Mall proposal. That was 
incorrect. She was advocating for a portion to go there and into any 
other new development. Her quote should read:

“That’s a very large development and a great deal of com-
munity process that needs to happen,” she said. “We are in the 
middle of changing our zoning and they come up with this thing 
in Charlestown….I’m not interested in any new development that 
isn’t interested in accommodating or welcoming people from the 
Housing Development. I would like to see them incorporate some 
of those 100 units from the Housing Development on that site just 
to start. I think it’s a real show of being a good neighbor to have 
some of these folks from the Housing Authority come in with a 
voucher.”

She said she hears that a lot of people are already opposed to the 
project, and it is going to need to go through a rigorous community 
process.

“I know people are outright opposed to it,” she said. “They 
bought the property. It was privately owned and they bought this 
site. Something is going to be built.”

• The photo contest for the WOW: Wind on Water exhibit 
was slated to start on Aug. 15. However, the Navy Yard Garden 
Association has indicated they will now be holding that contest in 
the fall.
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tive research on the Charlestown 
Veterans Project were coming to 
life with every step.

“So many of those that died 
came from the Hays Square area 
and I wanted to start there on my 
walk because of that,” he said. “I 
stood in Hays Square and could 
point to the homes of at least 36 
of these men lived who were killed 
in the war…I stopped at 88 Ferrin 
St. too. I looked up there because I 
knew two different guys that lived 
there and were killed in the war. 
I walked by a few Hero Square 
signs  and I knew how they were 
all killed too from my research. I 
have read a lot of the letters these 
men sent home to their moth-
ers, and also the telegrams their 
families got saying their sons had 
been killed. I was really thinking 
about how all that felt, and I was 
remembering them. It was very 
meaningful.”

Durette has led the Charlestown 
Veterans History Project for some 
time, and has done amazing 
research on the Town and its 
veterans – particularly those that 
paid the ultimate price. To rec-
ognize the 75th anniversary of 
VJ Day on Aug. 16 – the formal 
end of World War II – he decided 
to walk from Hays Square to the 
World War II Monument in City 
Square and plant 128 flags in 
front of it. There were 126 for the 
men, and two for the women – all 
of them from Charlestown.

The idea of remembering 
was what made it so powerful 
for Durette, and he said part of 
the reason he has continued his 
research so vigorously is so it can 
be passed on to a younger person 
– as the concept of remembering 
these veterans was passed on to 
him.

“They died a long time ago 
and here I am remembering them 
and I hope someone else does too 

when I’m gone,” he said. “Part of 
the reason I do this is to inspire 
younger people to remember also. 
One of the best compliments I 
ever got was in an e-mail from a 
World War II veteran some time 
ago. He wrote, ‘Thank you for 
remembering us’ and there was 
nothing better that could have 
been said.”

Among those in attendance 
when he arrived at City Square 

was Anthony Salvato. His family 
was present at the unveiling of the 
World War II Monument in City 
Square in 1946, and he lost two 
brothers in the war – Candeloro 
Salvato and Lt. Francis J. Salvato. 
Other visitors included Helen 
Carpenter, whose cousin George 
Ferry was killed on a submarine in 
the war, and Judy Burton, niece of 
John Noonan who was killed on 
Omaha Beach in the war.

The unveiling of the World War II Monument in City Square in 1946. 
Shown here are the Salvato Family, including Louise Salvato, 15 at the 
time, who is the sister of Anthony Salvato – who attended Saturday’s 
event in City Square.

For incumbent State Rep. Dan 
Ryan, much of the donations have 
been local or from previous sourc-
es.

For challenger Damali Vidot, 
a Chelsea city councillor, there 
have been some local sources of 
funding, but the vast majority has 
come from outside the district and 
even outside the state. Some of her 
many donations have come from 
as far away as California.

Both candidates – bucking the 
trend of other races nearby in 
Revere and Everett – have raised 
substantial money through July 
31, and according to their cam-
paigns that has continued through 
August. The finances for August, 
however, will not be reported 
until after the Sept. 1 Democratic 
Primary.

At the moment, Ryan has 
$45,253 on hand, bolstered by 
three months of strong fund-rais-
ing and having started in May 
with $420 on hand. 

Ryan raised $23,481 in May, 
then $22,488 in June and in July 
raised $30,012.

Meanwhile, Vidot has $37,054 
on hand and started in May with 
$191.

She started off in May raising 
$5,774, then had a big month in 
June with $18,141 raised, and fin-
ished July raising $21,804.

The story of their fundraising 
– though both have shown the 
ability to raise funds well – is quite 
different.

Ryan had not posted his 
detailed donors for July by press 
time, as it isn’t due until Aug. 24. 
However, for June, 58 of his 127 
donors were from Charlestown 
(53) or Chelsea (5). That’s 46 
percent of that month’s donations 
coming locally and mostly from 
Charlestown. For May, 28 of his 
73 donations were local, making 
for 38 percent coming locally. He 
told the newspaper he is having 
some fundraising events this week, 
and believed his contributions in 
total would work out to be about 
50 percent local, and 75 percent 
being those who have donated in 
previous campaigns.

“When it is all said and done 
most of my contributors, all of my 
endorsements and the vast major-
ity of my support will be from my 
district, with ties to my district 
or are people I’ve worked with 
on issues impacting my district,” 
he said. “There is no national or 
statewide movement behind me. 
I’m homegrown.”

For Vidot, there does seem to be 
more of a national and statewide 
voice when it comes to mone-
tary donations, and that’s likely 
because of the endorsements from 
statewide groups.

In July, Vidot had 214 donors, 
and 28 of them were from Chelsea 
(20) or Charlestown (8), which 

equals out to 13 percent of local 
money. For June, the campaign 
had 161 donors and 33 were from 
Chelsea (28) or Charlestown (5), 
which equals out to be 20 percent 
local money.

“I’ve run for City Council 
three times in Chelsea, and now 
once for State Representative of 
Charlestown and Chelsea, and 
each of my campaigns have been 
grassroots and people-powered,” 
said Vidot. “I am so grateful for 
the donations that have come in 
from across the state, and even a 
few from different corners of the 
country. This campaign, because 
it’s all occurring in the midst of 
a pandemic, has certainly made 
us be more dynamic with how 
we engage donors. The number 
of young people, first timers, and 
longtime supporters donating tells 
me our movement is strong, and 
it is growing. It’s a clear sign that 
people want to see their voices 
amplified.”

She said the issues of environ-
mental justice, housing justice, and 
government transparency aren’t 
exclusive to the 2nd Suffolk, and 
these issues have long been ignored 
by those in power.

“My campaign, in coalition 
with community leaders, local 
elected officials, and organizations 
that have endorsed me, is present-
ing an opportunity for us not just 
to ask for a seat - but to build our 
own table made up of leaders who 
will center the needs of working 
families and the most marginal-
ized,” she said. “We are building 
a bridge to empowerment and 
prosperity for all.”

The candidates also differ in 
monetary terms regarding which 
side of the Mystic/Tobin Bridge 
their local money comes from. 
For Vidot, her local donations 
are mostly from Chelsea, and 
for Ryan, his local donations are 
mostly from Charlestown.

When it comes to spending, 
both have had brisk expenditures, 
with Rep. Ryan leading in spend-
ing and Vidot holding her money 
at least through the end of July.

Ryan spent $4,228 in May, then 
$7,878 in June, but then spent 
$19,041 in July. That came mostly 
on campaign strategists and print-
ing costs.

In June, Vidot spent $590 
and in July, her campaign spent 
$8,241. Like Ryan, the bulk of 
those expenditures were on cam-
paign strategists and on printing 
costs.

In all, the race for the 2nd 
Suffolk district has distinguished 
itself with large amounts of local, 
state and national money rolling 
in, and campaigns that are using 
that money to further their strat-
egy in an unprecedented, COVID-
19 campaign season.

RAcE (from pg. 1)
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CHARLESTOWN LITTLE LEAGUE HOSTS HOME RUN DERBY

By Seth Daniel

More than 34 home run hope-
fuls reported to Ryan Field on 
Wednesday night, Aug. 12, to com-
pete for the title of Charlestown 
Home Run champion in the Little 
League’s annual contest.

With a shorter COVID-19 
season, and fewer players than 
normal, the contest took on a 
new meaning as kids and coaches 
were ultra-excited to compete in 
a traditional competition. League 
President Cathy Reese said the 
rules included that each home run 
had to pass the 170-foot mark 

on the fly, and the winner could 
potentially advance to districts.

On Aug. 12, seven players 
advanced to the semi-finals, and 
then three went to the finals. 
Those in the finals were Eliot 
Gomez, Brady Poole and Harry 
Jackson.

Jackson catapulted to the top 
of the list with an eight home-run 
semi-final, and then added three 
in the finals despite having already 
secured the win.

Jackson finished with 13 home 
runs, Gomez in second place with 
nine and Poole in third place with 
seven.

Bradey Poole, the only leftie in the 
competition, came in third place 
on the night.

Ryan McCue looks to drive the ball.

Eventual champion Harry Jackson tees off on a home-run ball during 
his eight-homer performance in the second round.

Eliot Gomez squares away on a 
home-run ball.

The three finalists – Eliot Gomez, Bradey Poole and Harry Jackson.

Justin Lynch sees the ball clearly as he swings for the fences.
Colin Bradley squares up and gets 
some last-minute advice from the 
catcher.

Harry Jackson with his father, David Jackson.



PA g E  7A U g U S T  2 0 ,  2 0 2 0 T H E  C H A R L E S T O W N  PAT R I O T- B R I D G E

Staff Report

To honor National Health 
Centers Week, State Rep. Dan 
Ryan visited the Charlestown 
NEW Health Center test site on 
Tufts Street in the Bunker Hill 
Development last Tuesday, Aug. 
11.

NEW Health said Rep. Ryan 
has been instrumental in secur-
ing COVID-19 funding for the 
Center’s test site, which went up 
in May due to a lack of test-
ing sites in Charlestown. In early 
August, Gov. Charlie Baker signed 
a $1 billion supplemental bud-
get bill for COVID-19 expenses 
and to prepare health systems for 
a second wave. Baker said that 
will result in no net cost to the 
Commonwealth after anticipat-
ed federal reimbursements. NEW 
Health said Rep. Ryan ensured 
$500,000 in funding was included 
and designated to NEW Health’s 
testing sites in Charlestown and 
the North End, so that they can 
continue to operate for the fore-
seeable future. 

The testing tent in Charlestown 
was destroyed during a storm in 
June, causing a brief disruption in 
testing. This funding allows for a 

new and sturdier tent, as well as 
a hexapod that provides an extra 
level of protection for both testers 
and patients. Rep. Ryan has been 
an avid supporter since the health 
center opened its Charlestown 
location in 2015, providing family 
health care, behavioral health and 
addiction services, they said. 

NEW Health is the only pro-
vider in Charlestown to provide 
dental and vision to the commu-
nity even if patients are uninsured.

NEW Health has COVID-19 
testing sites in the Charlestown 
and North End, which are open 
to all NEW Health patients and 
all residents of both neighbor-
hoods, regardless of symptoms or 
insurance. The Charlestown site 
(15 Tufts Street) is open Monday 
through Friday, 9 a.m. to noon; 
the North End site (behind the 
Nazzaro Community Center at 30 
North Bennet St.) is open Tuesday 
and Thursday, 9 a.m. to noon. 
Appointments are required and 
can be made by calling 617-643-
8000 for the North End loca-
tion and 857-238-1100 for the 
Charlestown location. 

Staff Report

Following a decisive vote in 
July to extend the formal legisla-
tive session, the House remains 
at work on bills vital to the 
Commonwealth this month.

During the ongoing 
Massachusetts 191st General 
Court’s 2019-2020 session the 
House has passed emergen-
cy legislation in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic as well as 
major legislation relating to edu-
cation, transportation, and climate 
change.

This action to extend the ses-
sion followed the passage of 
major legislation relating to the 
COVID-19 State of Emergency 
that included provisions to extend 
unemployment benefits, protect 
public health, and institute land-
mark provisions for remote voting 
in the House and mail-in voting 
for local, state and federal elec-
tions held in 2020. The emergen-
cy legislation also included one 
of the strongest moratoriums in 
the country protecting tenants and 
homeowners from eviction and 
foreclosure and creating oppor-
tunities for restaurants to serve 
alcohol, beer and wine for carry 
out service.

For the first time in the history 
of the Commonwealth, the House 
voted on emergency rules to estab-
lish procedures for remote voting. 
These temporary changes enabled 
the House to vote on items requir-
ing formal votes (such as a mea-
sure facilitating the postponement 
of the tax deadline) while reinforc-
ing public health and safety.

“I’m proud to be a member 
of a body dedicated to moving 
forward in times of crisis,” said 
State Representative Dan Ryan. 
“Working together with our Senate 
colleagues and a Republican 
Governor, we have continuously 
been able reach consensus to deliv-
er for the people in Massachusetts 
when they need it most. There are 
a few more important pieces still 
in conference,

but, I have faith we will get 
done what needs to be done.” 

Amid a difficult fiscal cli-
mate, the House also voted to 
keep Chapter 90 level-funded at 
$200 million for key repairs for 
the maintenance and upkeep of 
municipal roads and bridges in 
Massachusetts. As part of a sweep-
ing economic development bill, the 
House passed legislation to legalize 
sports betting, provide supports to 
small businesses and at-risk pop-
ulations and make investments in 
affordable housing.  In recognition 
of the House’s commitment to a 
safe, accessible, and reliable trans-
portation system, the House also 
approved an $18 billion invest-
ment in the Commonwealth’s 
transportation infrastructure.

In keeping with the House’s 
ongoing commitment to protecting 
public health and safety, the House 
passed health care legislation to 
facilitate the use of telemedicine as 
well as strengthen community hos-
pitals. The House also passed leg-
islation aimed at eliminating racial 
inequities in maternal health that 
have resulted in women of color 
dying of pregnancy-related causes 
at more than double the rate of 
white women. Under a policing 
reform bill, the House voted to 
establish a certification process for 
police, creating an independent 
and empowered oversight board, 
and codifying restrictions on use 
of force measures. The House 
also voted to protect public sector 
employee rights and to approve 
campaign finance reform. 

In building on the House’s 
history of leadership in climate 
change policy, the House passed 
legislation setting a statewide 2050 
net zero greenhouse gas emissions 
limit, establishing environmental 
justice population criteria, increas-
ing statewide renewable energy 
requirements, and bolstering green 
programs for underserved popu-
lations.

In keeping with the House’s com-
mitment to the Commonwealth’s 
most vulnerable and at-risk chil-

dren and families, in May, the 
House announced the formation 
of its Early Education and Care 
(EEC) Recovery Advisory Group. 
The group is tasked with help-
ing address the challenges facing 
childcare in this new and chang-
ing landscape, and established the 
EEC Public-Private Trust Fund, 
creating an infrastructure to foster 
public-private and philanthropic 
efforts for childcare providers, 
including providing $500,000 for 
technical and small business sup-
port during the recovery process. 
In July, in response to growing con-
cerns about the significant drop in 
reports of child abuse and neglect 
during the COVID-19 crisis, the 

House also passed legislation to 
strengthen oversight policies and 
operations at the Department of 
Children and Families.

Helping to protect the most 
vulnerable children and families 
in the Commonwealth prior to 
the onset of the COVID-19 public 
health emergency, the House voted 
to lift a decades-old family welfare 
cap to extend cash benefits to the 
8,700 Massachusetts children and 
their families who had previously 
been excluded. The House also 
passed legislation creating a care 
registry to protect persons with 
intellectual or developmental dis-
ability from abuse. To address 
the complex health and wellness 

needs of the Commonwealth’s 1.4 
million children, the House led 
efforts this session passing com-
prehensive legislation to ensure 
increased access to services and 
a more holistic approach to chil-
dren’s health and wellness sup-
ports.

The House acted to address 
climate resiliency by advancing a 
$1 billion investment – known as 
GreenWorks – over the next 10 
years to help communities across 
Massachusetts adopt technologies 
that cut greenhouse gas emissions, 
fortify infrastructure, and reduce 
municipal costs.

Rep. Ryan, colleagues provide an update on continuing legislative session

Rep. Dan Ryan visits Charlestown NEW 
Health testing site for Health Centers Week

State Rep. Dan Ryan visited 
the Charlestown NEW Health 
Center testing site tent on Tufts 
Street Aug. 11 to commemorate 
National Health Centers Week. 
NEW Health said Rep. Ryan has 
been instrumental in securing 
funding to help the

By John Lynds

While other Boston neighbor-
hoods and city and towns border-
ing Charlestown are seeing some 
dramatic spikes in COVID-19 
infections the numbers here seem 
to still remain relatively low. 

Last week, the COVID-19 
infection rate in Charlestown only 
rose 1.8 percent from last week 
and 8 percent over the past month. 

According to the latest data 
released by the Boston Public 
Health Commission (BPHC) on 
Friday Charlestown’s COVID 
infection rate went from 108.7 
cases per 10,000 residents to 110.7 
cases per 10,000 residents. The 
citywide average is 216.3 cases per 
10,000 residents. 

As of Friday only 4 more res-
idents became infected with the 
virus in Charlestown and there 
were 215 confirmed COVID-

19 cases. This was a 1.8 percent 
increase from the 211 cases report-
ed by the BPHC two weeks ago. 

As of Last week the BPHC 
reported that 3,582 residents were 
tested for COVID-19 and the data 
shows that overall since the pan-
demic began only 6.1 percent of 
residents tested were found to be 
COVID positive. 

The statistics released by 
the BPHC as part of its week-
ly COVID19 report breaks down 

the number of cases and infection 
rates in each neighborhood. It also 
breaks down the number of cases 
by age, gender and race.

Citywide positive cases of coro-
navirus rose 2.5 percent last week 
from 14,571 cases to 14,940 cases. 
So far 11,061 Boston residents 
have fully recovered from the virus 
and five additional residents died 
last week bringing the total of 
fatalities in the city to 746.

COVID-19 infection rate remains steady in Charlestown

TO ADVERTISE 

PLEASE CALL 

781-485-0588
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DESIGN-BUILD
Residential Remodeling
tim@mcgowanDB.com

—— mcgowandb.com ——

*All participants will receive $25 after completion of their 
visit. To complete the visit, participants must create an 
account, give consent, agree to share their electronic 
health records, answer health surveys, and have their 
measurements taken (height, weight, blood pressure, 
etc.), and give blood and urine samples, if asked.

All of Us and the All of Us logo are service marks of the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services.

Why have some communities not 
been a part of medical research?
You can help researchers develop new and better 
treatments that benefit all of us.

Many groups of people have been left out of 
research in the past. That means we know less about 
their health. When you join the All of Us Research 
Program, you'll help researchers learn more about 
what makes people sick or keeps them healthy.

JoinAllofUs.org/NewEngland  
(617) 768-8300
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The Yawkey Baseball League 
championship series got underway 
Monday night when the unbeaten 
East Boston Expos hung on for 
a 4-2 win over the Charlestown 
Townies at Alumni Field in Lowell 
in the first of a best-of-five match-
up.

The Townies, who been held 
hitless through six innings, came 
to life in the seventh (last) inning 
with a pair of runs and threatened 
to torpedo Hall’s effort.

East Boston jumped out to a 
2-0 lead in the first inning. Leadoff 
hitter Ryan Petrone singled off 
Townie starter Billy Sullivan then 
stole second.  After Philip Gaines 
walked, Costanza, who tied for 
the league batting title with a .513 
average, rapped a single to right 
center to load the bases. Derek 
Adamson grounded to third to 
score  Petrone and Gaines put East 

Boston up 2-0 on Brett Samboy’s 
groundout to first base.

Sullivan quickly settled 
down, however, and the contest 
turned into a pitching duel after 
that.  Only Expo Matt Ferro 
reached base over the next three 
innings. Meanwhile,  Hall ruled 
from the start as he struck out 
Townies Ben Adams, Devin 
Santilli, and Brandon Grover in 
the first inning and then allowed 
just one hit, a one-out second 
inning single by Kyle Halloran, 
until running into trouble in the 
seventh.

Down 4-0, the Townies staged 
an uprising in the seventh that 
started innocently enough when 
Santilli tapped a slow roller down 
the third base line that Hall field-
ed as Santilli legged his swing 
into an infield single. Jack  Vaccari 
walked, then a Hall fastball got 
away and glanced off Halloran’s 
helmet to load the bases.  First 
baseman Mike Martignetti singled 

to score Santilli and Vaccari, and 
the Townies had the go-ahead run 
at the plate with no outs.  

But Hall regained his compo-
sure, striking out Charles Auditore 
and Sean McGivern before Mike 
Bartlett knocked a grounder to 
third base that Costanza gobbled 
up and fired to first for the out, 
preserving the Expos 4-2 win.

The Expos (14-0) and the 
Townies (10-3-1) finished 1-2 
in the League’s pandemic-short-
ened season and advanced to 
the championship round after 
sweeping their semi-final series 
3-0 over the Brighton Black Sox 
(East Boston) and the Stoneham 
Sabers (Charlestown).  The Expos 
are new to the Yawkey Baseball 
League in 2020.  The Townies 
return to the Championship series 
after a heartbreaking 4-2 series 
loss to the Revere Rockies that 
ended on a stunning, walk-off 
three-run homer in Game Six in 
2019.

t o w n i E  s P o Rt s

MAKING IT CLOSE:  Jack Vaccari crosses home plate with 
Charlestown’s second run as the Townies attempted a comeback in the 
final inning of their opening round game against East Boston in the 
Yawkey Baseball League championship series. The rally fell short as 
East Boston topped Charlestown 4-2.
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GRACE BLOODWELL, Broker
15+ Years Experience, Local Resident

Seller, Buyer & Landlord Representation

Please call with your real estate questions.

617-512-4939
grace.bloodwell@nemoves.com

Coldwell Banker | 2 Thompson Sq | Charlestown MA

NO FEE APARTMENTS  

   from $2,100

Available September 1 
& October 1

Staff Report

Thanks to a generous grant 
from Hood Park, LLC, five 
Charlestown students are making 
the most of this unusual sum-
mer, working at local nonprofit 
Save the Harbor/Save the Bay’s 
Youth Environmental Education 
Programs.  

They’re still fishing, crabbing, 
and teaching local families about 
the marine environment like they 
would during any other summer 
— but with technology like video 
and drones, they’re connecting 
with local kids and families com-
pletely virtually.  

This is the second year of the 
partnership between Hood, Save 
the Harbor, and the Charlestown 
Coalition/Turn it Around, a com-
munity-based organization com-
mitted to improving the health of 
Charlestown residents.  

In a typical summer, Save the 
Harbor/Save the Bay’s programs 
serve more than 30,000 youth, 
teens and families on Boston 
Harbor, the waterfront, the region’s 
public beaches, and in the Boston 
Harbor Islands. 

However, this is definitely not 
a typical summer. Because the 
COVID-19 pandemic has forced 
youth development and commu-
nity organizations to rethink their 
summer programs to prevent the 
social spread of the disease, Save 
the Harbor summer staffers have 
rapidly adapted to a new way of 
learning and teaching.   

Instead of helping Save the 
Harbor share Boston’s spectacular 
harbor, islands and beaches with 
busloads and boatloads of young 
people face-to-face, these five sum-
mer staffers are working to create 
virtual Boston Harbor program-
ming through YouTube, Facebook, 
and Instagram, and on Save the 
Harbor’s blog Sea, Sand & Sky.  

“Even though this summer 
looks very different from all the 
others, I am so thrilled to learn 
the history about other beaches 
and sites around Boston Harbor. 
There are many new sites this 
summer that I never have been to 
and can’t wait to learn so much 
about it,” says 20-year-old Fatima 
Fontes, who is a rising junior at 
Boston University. This is Fontes’ 
second year working with Save the 
Harbor. 

Arianna Perez, 16, who attends 
Excel Academy, is also very excited 
about this summer. 

“I am excited to work at Save 
the Harbor/Save the Bay this year 
because I’ve heard the people are 
very nice and throughout each 
summer you develop different 
skills,” she says. “I want to be able 
to tell my friends and family the 
different things I’ve learned and 

show them any skills I’ve devel-
oped.” 

Fontes and Perez are joined 
by Che Hanks, Alex Solano, and 
Ariana Alarcon Flynn. Hanks is 
also a 16-year-old student at Excel 
Academy. Solano and Alarcon 
Flynn attend Charlestown High 
School. 

In order to continue being the 
Boston Harbor Connection for 
the region’s youth and families, 
Charlestown residents Fontes, 
Perez, Hanks, Solano, and Alarcon 
Flynn are exploring Boston 
Harbor’s many beautiful views 
in small, socially-distant groups, 
including Charlestown Navy Yard, 
Castle Island, Malibu Beach, and 
the Harbor Islands. While there, 
they film videos, write lesson plans, 
and create other safe virtual activ-
ities for our community partners 
across the city.   

“This year’s staffers have 
exceeded expectations as enthu-
siastic educators and hard work-
ers,” said Youth Program Director 
Kristen Barry. “Despite unusual 
and challenging circumstances, 
their dedication to share Boston 
Harbor with the public, this time 
virtually, has not wavered.”  

Save the Harbor/Save the Bay’s 
Executive Director Chris Mancini 
says that even during a pandemic, 
the entire team of youth staff have 
shown true dedication to their 
work.    

“Our summer staff of 34 has 
risen to the challenge and helped 
Save the Harbor/Save the Bay save 
the summer for kids from more 
than 100 youth development and 
community organizations who 
can’t be with us in person this 
year,” he says.  

Five Charlestown teens connect others to Boston Harbor virtually

Che Hanks demonstrates sand 
raking on Constitution Beach.

From left: Ariana Alarcon Flynn, Che Hanks, Fatima Fontes, Arianna Perez, and Alex Solano.

Feline under the weather? Angell is prepared to help!

•  24/7 Emergency
   & Critical Care
•  Acupuncture
•  Anesthesiology
•  Avian &
   Exotic Medicine
•  Behavior
•  Cardiology
•  Dentistry
•  Dermatology
•  Diagnostic
   Imaging

•  Internal Medicine
•  Neurology
•  Nutrition
•  Oncology
•  Ophthalmology
•  Pathology
•  Pain &
   Palliative Care
•  Physical Rehabilitation
•  Surgery

•  Management of Chronic Diseases
   (such as kidney disease, diabetes,
   arthritis, heart disease)
•  Direct Access to Angell’s
   board-certified specialists
•  Weekend & Evening Appointments
•  Geriatric Medicine
•  Free On-Site Parking

Compassionate,
Comprehensive Care

350 South Huntington Avenue  |  Boston, MA
617-522-7282  |  angell.org
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ForFor              RecordRecord
From the Aug. 20, 1 p.m., COMMITTEE 

ON PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT AND 
TRANSPORTATION HEARING:  Order for a 
hearing regarding implementing changes for safe 
streets during and after the COVID-19 pandemic.

This matter is sponsored by Councilor Michelle 
Wu and Councilor Liz Breadon and was referred 
to the Committee on Planning, Development and 
Transportation on April  29.

From the Aug. 20 Public Improvement 
Commission meeting, 10 a.m., online:

On a petition by Crown Castle for a Grant of 
Location with lead company status and no partic-
ipants to install new telecommunication conduit 
with City shadow within the following public 
ways in Charlestown:

SOLEY STREET – FROM WARREN STREET 
TO THE REAR OF 34 WINTHROP STREET;

WARREN STREET – AT SOLEY STREET.

From the Aug. 20 Zoning Advisory Board of 
Appeal, 5 p.m., online:

•9 Cook Street Court Applicant: Stephen 
Robinson. Purpose: Amend permit alt765045 
according to plans. *Construction of an addition 
off of the third story on the left side of structure.

•44 Harvard St. Applicant: Harold McGonagle. 
Purpose: Build new rear addition, add one new 
window, relocate garage door to the new exterior 
wall, interior renovations to other areas of the 
existing one family as per plan.

•5 Armory St. Applicant: David McDonald. 
Purpose: convert basement storage area into two 
bedrooms and convert basement laundry room 
into a 3/4 bathroom increase the size of the exist-
ing first floor bathroom.

•5 Allston St. Applicant: Timothy Sheehan. 
Purpose: This is the renovation of one unit of a 
two family house. The top floor will have new 
dormers front and back. A new bathroom. Work 
will not be over 50% of floor area . The bath 
room on the second floor within the same unit to 
be renovated as well.

•366 Main St. Applicant: Timothy Sheehan. 
Purpose: Confirm occupancy as single family 
dwelling and change occupancy to a two fam-
ily residence. The house will be renovated and 
brought up to current code. New kitchens and 

bathrooms along with new systems. Exterior 
work will be limited to window replacement and 
brickwork as needed.

•411 Main St. Applicant: John Vining. Purpose: 
Build second floor addition on top of existing first 
floor footprint below, for remodeled master bed-
room and bathroom.

•99 Elm St. Applicant: Kevin Joyce. Purpose: 
Confirm occupancy as single family and Complete 
renovation of existing single family house.

•35 Washington St. Applicant: Lucas 
Robertson. Purpose: Full gut renovation of all 
interiors, new construction rear addition, and new 
rear-facing shed dormer at the existing 3rd floor. 
Change of Occupancy from a two family to a one 
family. Exterior Walls – 2 not permitted exterior 
wall openings with insufficient fire separation 
distance.

From the Aug. 21, 9 a.m., CITY COUNCIL 
COMMITTEE ON CENSUS AND 
REDISTRICTING HEARING: A hearing regard-
ing the 2020 census, and the impact of COVID-19 
on response rates.

•REPORTING WORKPLACE SAFETY 
CONCERNS

Workers in any size organization have options 
if they feel they are being pressured into an unsafe 
situation. Attorney General Maura Healey has 
created resources for workers to report safety con-
cerns during reopening. They include an online 
form at the Attorney General’s website and a ded-
icated Fair Labor hotline at 617-727-3465. People 
can also find those resources by calling 311.

•HOW TO REPORT A PROBLEM 
PROPERTY

Since taking office in 2014, Mayor Walsh has 
made fixing quality of life issues a priority in his 
administration. From investing in Public Works 
to making sure community policing is a staple in 
every neighborhood, we are making sure every 
neighborhood is clean, safe and a great place to 
live and work in. Unfortunately some properties 
in Boston need more help than others, and that’s 
why we are here. If you know of a property that 
fits one of the following criteria: multiple calls to 
911, one that’s blighted or just a general concern, 
we encourage you to reach out to your neighbor-
hood liaison.

With two weeks left until 
the Massachusetts Democratic 
Primary, Chelsea City Councilor 
Damali Vidot is showing tremen-
dous momentum in her bid to 
unseat incumbent Dan Ryan, the 
campaign said this week. 

In just three short months, 
At-Large Chelsea City Councilor, 
Damali Vidot, has raised $60,000 
in her bid for the Second Suffolk 
State Representative seat, which 
represents all of Charlestown and 
most of Chelsea. In a race that 
easily could have been a shoe-in 
for an incumbent amidst a pan-
demic, Damali Vidot has mounted 

a formidable challenge through a 
grassroots organizing and fund-
raising infrastructure. 

“I’ve run for office three sep-
arate times in Chelsea. In this 
campaign I managed to raise all of 
that money and then some in half 
the time during a global pandemic 
where we’re not able to do a tradi-
tional fundraiser as we have been 
able to do in the past”, said Vidot. 
“I’m receiving contributions from 
people on fixed incomes, from 
people that I know are digging 
deep to give $1, $3, or $5. I don’t 
take any of this lightly.”

Vidot noted that this outpour-

ing of grassroots support is a 
testament to the strength of her 
campaign and the urgency of the 
moment.

“What my fundraising momen-
tum tells me is that folks know 
that the systems of before weren’t 
working—that they were left 
behind,” she said. “I know that 
every dollar that we raise is going 
towards reaching those very same 
people. Each donation, even if it’s 
$1.38, is an investment in my lead-
ership and our movement. I prom-
ise that I’m going to give back 
everything to my community.”  

Vidot has also experienced a 

Vidot demonstrates formidable momentum with two weeks until election day
huge outpouring of support from 
endorsers from community lead-
ers, prominent organizations, and 
elected officials. The waves of 
support continue, from local and 
regional leaders, all of whom are 
committed to helping turn out the 
vote in these next two weeks.

“In order to serve residents and 
uplift my community, my work 
requires building where there is 
alignment on shared values with 
local leaders. That’s how I was 
able to create coalitions with orga-
nizations, community leaders, 
City Councilors, and state offi-
cials throughout Greater Boston 
to address housing insecurity, 
environmental injustice, and other 
key issues affecting the residents 
of Charlestown and Chelsea. It’s 
important for us to work collab-
oratively in the region so that we 
can continue to amplify communi-
ty voices to affect change.”

To date, some 17 organiza-
tions have endorsed Vidot, include 
the Sierra Club and Progressive 
Massachusetts.

“Councilor Vidot’s race is 
demonstrating incredible momen-
tum, and she is undoubtedly a 
formidable candidate in this race.  
She has raised $60,000 in such 
a short time, and she has built a 
coalition of endorsers who will 
be out in force through election 
day,” said Clare Kelly, President 
of the Environmental League of 
Massachusetts. “ Electing Damali 
as State Representative is a pri-
ority for ELM Action Fund, and 
many other environmental justice 
organizations, because she under-
stands the connections between 
racial equity, public health, and 
environmental policy. The 2nd 

Suffolk district needs her leader-
ship.”

Within the Second Suffolk 
District, Councilor Vidot received 
endorsements from Councilors 
Enio Lopez and Yamir Rodriguez, 
School Committee Members 
Marisol Santiago and Roberto 
Jiménez-Rivera, and community 
leaders Joan Cromwell, Roseann 
Bongiovanni, Maria Belen Power, 
Fidel Maltez, Tito Meza, Zaida 
Ismatul Oliva, Daniel Occena, 
Christian and Danille Calvo, 
Minnie Cruz, Ceez Castro, Flor 
Palacios, Irma Mazzoni, Patricia 
Montes, the Garrity Family, 
Mswati Hanks, and Stacy Amaral.

Another notable endorsement 
comes from former At-Large 
Boston City Council candidate 
Alejandra St. Guillen, who ran 
at-large in the last Boston City 
Election and came up only a few 
votes shy of a seat.

“Damali leads with love - an 
authentic love for her community 
and her people,” she said. “I know 
she will be an amazing legislator. 
One who will launch into battle 
when she needs to and and also 
there to comfort her district when 
they need her the most. Damali is 
a person we should all strive to be 
and the Commonwealth would be 
not just lucky but truly blessed to 
have her there.”

With the primary election just 
14 days away, Vidot is building 
the momentum to be elected to 
the State Representative seat, the 
campaign said. If successful, she 
would be the first Latina, and first 
woman, to represent the Second 
Suffolk District in the district’s 
history.
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HOUSE FOR SALE
Calais Maine
5 bedroom, 2 fam, New 
roof, sub floor wiring, 
hdwd floors, new front 
and back doors. 2 baths, 
excellent location. 
$30,000 or owner fi-
nanced. Call 207-71-9148
8/12, 8/19, 8/26
-----------------------------------

HOUSE FOR SALE

HOUSE FOR SALE
Winthrop, MA
3 Bdrm with 2 extra 
rooms, 1 1/2 bath-
rooms. Inground pool. 
Call 617-846-1307
----------------------------
DEADLINES: For classi-
fied line ads, deadlines 
are Monday by 4 p.m. 
Call 781-485-0588

TO 

ADVERTISE 

PLEASE 

CALL 

781-485-0588
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Adult Ed  (from pg. 1)

Charlestown Adult Education has been an instrumental partner in theCharlestown Adult Education has been an instrumental partner in the
Charlestown Coalition and provides transformative services!Charlestown Coalition and provides transformative services!

  We congratulate the hardworking Class of 2020!We congratulate the hardworking Class of 2020!

Congratulations Class of ����

Congratulations Class of ����

Congratulations Class of ����

CharlestownCoalition.orgCharlestownCoalition.org

able to hold the ceremony on the 
basketball court in Bunker Hill 
Development.

For the graduates, each and 
every story that was told was one 
of perseverance and coming back 
from tough circumstances.

Seynola Headley stood with her 
family, noting the irony that she 
was graduating on the basketball 
court she played on as a kid and 
grew up next to in Charlestown.

“I grew up here,” she said, with 
tears welling up. “When I came to 
this school, I was going through a 
real tough time. I just had lost my 
father. I owe it to my friend Erica 
who asked me what I wanted to do 
with my life. I had to think about 
that very hard.”

What she decided to do was 
persevere and pass all of her tests, 
including math.

Latoya Clements and her 
daughter shared about how they 
would travel for many years to the 
school by bus, and Clements was 
finally able to put it all together 
and get her diploma. 

Clements said it had taken her 
years to get it done, but she never 
gave up and never let her kids see 
her give up on it.

“No matter how many times 
in my life I get knocked down, 
I’m going to always get up and go 
after my dreams,” said Clements. 
“I always let my kids see that I was 
in school and not giving up. I want 
my daughter to know mommy is 
strong and I want her to be strong 
like mommy. I want her to see me 
succeed. She has watched it all 
and she actually made it into one 
of the top Boston exam schools. I 
am getting my diploma today, but 
I’ve already started my first year at 
Benjamin Franklin Institute.”

Said her daughter, “She always 
made time for school and for us. 
My mom has been an amazing role 
model for us and a great student 
too.”

Patrick Russell explained how 
he was never a great student in 
high school, and got into a little 
trouble. He said he decided to 
“hang up the cleats” and work 
jobs under the table, but soon 
they dried up. He knew he needed 
to get his diploma, and he knew 
D’Alleva could help.

However, he also had to help 
himself, particularly in math.

“I took my math test in 14 min-

utes because I was afraid of what 
they would do if I failed again,” 
he said. “It came down to it and I 
passed and the staff knew I would 
because I wasn’t as bad at math as 
I thought.”

Dezsaray Crespo said staff 
members like D’Alleva helped 
push her to finish the program, 
even on the day of the final test 
when she didn’t want to get out of 
bed and face the challenge.

“On the day I came in to take 
the test, Lori pushed me to get 
up and out of bed,” said Crespo. 
“I had worked and I told her I 
was tired and couldn’t get up. 
She convinced me I had to do it. 
I can’t thank her enough because 
I wouldn’t have come in. I am so 
thankful because I struggled in 
high school.”

The graduation featured sev-
eral of the graduates in person 
and socially distanced, with guest 
speakers Councilor Lydia Edwards 
and State Rep. Dan Ryan.

Andrew Leite
Ariel Moralez
Ashley Lebron
Charles Mervil
Demi Chen*
DanHua Li*
David Dollosa
Dezsaray Crespo*
Dieusait Benoit*
Dylan McLean
Fedson Paul
Felice West
Gil Eatherton
Hailey Morris*
Handy Henry 
Cyprian
Jamie Carbone*
Jasline Torres*

Jason Manning*
Jonathan Downey
Jonathan Moore
Jorge Ramirez
Jouseph Martinez
Latoya Clements*
Lindsey Curtis*
Marina BritoValter
Millie Nunez
Mychelle Esparza*
Patrick Russell*
Rebekah Cole*
Ricardo Norman*
Sahdaat Arroyo
Seynola Headley*
Thomas Santo
Tiara Murphy*

Councilor Lydia Edwards. Lindsay Curtis speaks about the 
trials she went through to gain 
her diploma.

Patrick Russell said he learned 
he wasn’t as bad at math as he 
might have thought.

Dezsaray Crespo said with the 
push of staff members, she was 
able to gain confidence.

Graduate Seynola Headley with Sarah Coughlin of the Charlestown 
Coalition and her mother, Michelle Jones.

Graduate Ricardo Norman 
with Education Director (and 
acclaimed math teacher) Marilyn 
Ginberg.

Jamie Carbone applauds for her 
fellow graduates.

State Rep. Dan Ryan.

Charlestown Adult Education 
Director Lori D’Alleva speaks 
about the persistence of this year’s 
class.

List of graduates
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By John Lynds

A Charlestown youth working 
as a Waterfront Ambassadors has 
been participating all summer in a 
nature-inspired art project in the 
neighborhood. 

The Waterfront Ambassadors, 
a summer youth employment pro-
gram run by the Trustees Boston 
Waterfront is a summer team that 
consists of 11 Ambassadors. 

Among these 11 Ambassadors 
is the Charlestown teen, Emily H., 
who has spent her summer docu-
menting some of her favorite plac-
es in and around Charlestown. 

Emily’s photos have been aimed 
at capturing some of Charlestown’s 
unique and beautiful spaces. 

Running through August, Emily 
is collaborating with and learning 
from a variety of partner organi-
zations doing work across Boston, 
exposing the teens to a variety of 
potential career paths. 

“Our Waterfront Ambassadors 
are an engaged group of local high 
school students, who are finding 
unique ways to explore and learn 
about the power of open space 
planning and development around 
the city,” says Managing Director 
of the Boston Waterfront Initiative 
Nick Black. “They are focused 
on what it means to design with 
access and equity front-of-mind, 
and are learning from landscape 
architects, artists, and community 
members from around the City.” 

In early August teens had 
the opportunity to speak with  
Michelle Moon and landscape 
architect María de la Luz Lobos 
Martínez to learn about the bene-
fits—and challenges—of  building 

open, green space in a developed 
area.

“We focused on the Winthrop 
(greenway) extension,” explained 
Program Manager Sarah Plotkin. 
“The Ambassadors were then 
tasked with creating their own 
surveys for the Greenway and to 
share them with friends to see 
what feedback they might get, 
which they really enjoyed.”

Other guest speakers this week 
included Jason L. Burrell, a local 
resident and associate at the law 
firm Mintz, who spoke with the 
teens about setting goals, and his 
career journey; Trustees Director 
of Coast Tom O’Shea who 
detailed the organization’s coast-
al strategy and resilience projects 
underway; and Trustees Boston 
Community Gardens Engagement 
Manager Michelle de Lima, who 
gave the group a virtual tour of the 
Nightingale Community Gardens 
in Dorchester.

“The Ambassadors enjoyed 
learning about the different plants 
that were being grown and how 
community gardens operate,” said 
Plotkin. “A high point was getting 
to talk to one of the local garden-
ers who was working her plot at 
the time, and learning about her 
creative way of using shredded 
paper to help her plants grow 
instead of mulch.”

Recently Emily took part in a 
rock painting beautification proj-
ect in the area. 

“I haven’t painted rocks in a 
long time, so this outside activity 
brought back a lot of memories 
from when I was a little kid,” 
said Emily. “It was a relaxing 
activity, but I was really excited to 
create some cute rocks. We shared 

our designs with each other, and 
I enjoyed listening to everyone’s 
enjoyment of the activity. I think 
having painted rocks is such a cool 
addition on the streets to make 
someone’s day.”

Black explained that the pro-
gram had to sort of reinvent itself 
as the COVID-19 pandemic con-
tinues across the country. 

Black said in Summer 2019, the 
Waterfront Ambassadors worked 
with key grassroots and non-prof-
it partners, lending a hand with 
local cleanups and stewardship 
projects. 

However, the 2020 program, 
supported for a second summer by 
TD Bank’s Ready Commitment, 
has presented new challenges and 
necessitated converting to a vir-
tual/remote work-learn structure 
to comply with social distancing 
measures. 

Even with those restrictions 
Emily is still meeting with and 

learning from—virtually—a 
variety of partner organizations 
including representatives from 
the Mary Ellen Welch Greenway, 
Harborkeepers, the Boston Society 
of Landscape Architects, and 
other local artists, organizers, and 
educators. 

“Getting outside and into the 
community was still a big focus for 
this year and finding a way to safe-
ly step away from the computer 
screen while social distancing was 
a challenge, but our Ambassadors 
have certainly risen to the occa-
sion,” added Black. “Their proj-
ects this summer include regular, 
independent exploration of nearby 
public gardens and parks, to assess 
and think about what makes these 
places welcoming, valued spaces 
for the communities that surround 
them. Documenting their findings 
with photos, the teens are creating 
a postcard series to share their 
observations called ‘Greetings 

from my Boston’.” 
As a 2020 Ambassadors Emily 

is also engaging with the Boston 
Waterfront Initiative team to learn 
about the Trustees-led project to 
create a series of resilient, equita-
ble parks around the City’s vulner-
able waterfront. To help inform 
this work as part of a robust com-
munity engagement process begin-
ning in the fall, the Ambassadors 
will gather open space design ideas 
and input from the community, 
with a focus on Boston youth. 

“The engagement projects are 
the Ambassadors’ main focus of 
the summer,” said Black. “The 
goal is for each of the Ambassadors 
to explore their own communities 
with fresh eyes and learn from the 
many organizations and partners 
actively engaged with open space 
planning and community engage-
ment work around our waterfront 
city.”

Charlestown Waterfront Ambassador is having a busy summer

Among the 11 Waterfront Ambassadors for the summer of 2020 is Charlestown’s Emily H. The Charlestown 
teen has spent the summer documenting some of her favorite places around Boston’s waterfront.

By Seth Daniel

The City’s Rental Relief Fund 
– bolstered by more than $8 mil-
lion in funds – appears to still be 
suffering from a slow rollout and 
difficulty in qualifying and get-
ting money to those in need, that 
revealed during a Council hear-
ing conducted by Councilor Lydia 
Edwards on Tuesday morning.

Councilor Edwards had been 
very irritated in May when the 
first round of the Rental Relief 
Fund debuted and few actually 
qualified and not much money 
went out the door during a time 
when it was perceived to be a rent-
al and landlord emergency due to 
COVID-19.

Now, after some modifications 
championed by Edwards and 
other councilors, a second round 

has transpired, but still not many 
have been able to access the fund-
ing.

According to Taylor Cain of 
the Office of Housing Stability, 
still only $1.9 million has been 
given out on the program which 
looks to help renters and, in par-
ticular, small landlords through 
the continued payment of rent. 
The program does not serve those 
already receiving housing subsi-
dies, and was created to hit those 
in the workforce suffering job loss 
or hour reduction.

In the second round, some 
5,000 had entered for help, but 
only 1,259 were able to return 
forms to be in the lottery. Of 
those, 654 were deemed eligible, 
and 353 are still in processing 
due to missing materials or docu-
ments. Some 224 were ineligible.

There are 567 households city-
wide that have benefitted from the 
program.

Edwards said she remains com-
mitted to working with the admin-
istration in getting the program 
right, but does remain somewhat 
frustrated.

“I want to know how we can 
close the gap,” she said. “With 
$8 million allocated, we’ve given 
out a quarter of it - $2 million. 
It could be because people are 
getting unemployment, or they 
calmed down with the eviction 
freeze or they moved. I just want 
to know if we can do anything to 
close this gap and give our more of 
the money.”

Chris Norris, director of Metro 
Boston Housing, said as a partner 
in the program with the City, they 
are in discussions with that right 

now. He said they are having sim-
ilar issues with the RAFT rental 
assistance program statewide.

Overall, there seems to be too 
much red tape with the program, 
Councilors indicated, and it was 
noted that streamlining the appli-
cation and the process were key 
to getting more qualified people 
to benefit.

Some of the modifications that 
are being looked at for a potential 
third round of funding include 
allowing landlords to intervene 
and apply for tenants. Other 
changes would be for the lottery 
system to be eliminated.

“I’ve been a passionate advo-
cate for us to get that money out 
the door and serve more people as 
they come to us,” said Dominique 
Williams, of the Office of Housing 
Stability. “I think moving away 

from a lottery system, especially 
for a third round, is probably the 
way to go.”

Councilor Edwards said she is 
committed to working with the 
program managers to make it 
work better and get more people 
to benefit.

“I committed on day one and 
during the hearing to connect 
my district to those resources,” 
she said. “My district has gotten 
the most rental relief of the 567 
households. Still we will work 
with OHS and have them pre-
set throughout the community 
to walk more renters and even 
home owners through all forms 
of relief.”

Of those who have qualified 
and have benefitted, there are six 
in Charlestown and 219 in East 
Boston.

City’s Rental Relief Fund continues through a slow rollout
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By Seth Daniel

It was a note from mom that 
changed the landscape for women 
to get the right to vote 100 years 
ago this week on Aug. 18, and 
100 years later is has led to a lot 
of victories and a lot of sobering 
realities too.

The caveat, of course – and one 
that must be stated, is that African 
American women did not win the 
right to vote 100 years ago, but 
rather not until the 1960s.

That said, the milestone was cel-
ebrated in a muted way this week 
due to COVID-19 restrictions, but 
Aug. 18, 1920 was the day that 
cleared the way for the largest sin-
gle increase in voting in American 
history – known as Ratification 
Day. And it did come down to one 
vote by Tennessee state legislator 
whose mother shamed him into 
doing the right thing.

Harry Burn was a very young 
state representative at the time in 
Tennessee from a very small town, 
and it was his mother’s note that 
changed his mind.

“It didn’t look like Tennessee 
was going to approve the amend-
ment,” said Karen Price of the 
League of Women Voters in 
Massachusetts. “He came in wear-
ing a red rose, which meant he 
was against it. When on the floor, 
he did find a note from his moth-
er. It basically told him to do the 
right thing and he did and ended 
up voting for it. It ended up being 

the deciding vote when he changed 
his mind because it prevailed by 
one vote.”

Price said the Ratification Day 
would have been a major celebra-
tion for the League, which was 
also founded in 1920 to educate 
women on issues of the day. The 
official approval came on Aug. 26, 
1920 by the federal government.

“It was an extremely large and 
long movement,” Price said. “I 
think it was probably one of the 
largest movements ever in U.S. 
history. It lasted about 80 years 
and was dramatic at every turn. 
At every turn, it seemed they were 
just squeaking through. It’s a very 
impressive story.”

As it turned out, women were 
able to vote in the 1920 pres-
idential election, and it is said 
– though not proven – that they 
were the driving force in electing 
Republican Warren Harding and 
his Vice President Calvin Coolidge, 
who was from Massachusetts.

Looking back from 100 years, 
in Boston, the milestone is met 
with a City Council that is major-
ity female, with women holding 
eight of the 13 seats and including 
the Council President post.

Councilor Lydia Edwards, who 
still wouldn’t have been able to 
vote at the 1920 milestone being 
an African American woman, said 
it was a time to celebrate, and also 
a time to acknowledge more can 
be done.

“As we enter one of the most 
consequential elections of our 

time, it’s important to remember 
so many of us are able to have a 
voice today and vote because of 
those who fought for a greater 
democracy,” she said. “This year 
marks the 100th anniversary of the 
adoption of the 19th Amendment 
which gave women the right to 
vote. Let’s utilize this moment 
to reflect and acknowledge that 
many people were not included in 
the movement for women’s’ voting 
rights. We have learned and are 
still learning that gender and racial 
justice are inextricably linked and 
both are necessary.”

The Charlestown Mothers 
Association (CMA), one of the 
largest women’s groups in the 
Town right now, said they cele-
brate the milestone during some 
of the most important elections 
locally and nationally.

“The founders of the 
Charlestown Mothers Association 
are prime examples of women 
taking steps to help make their 
community a better place,” they 
said. “CMA celebrates the 100th 
anniversary of women’s suffrage, 
and encourages all women to con-
tinue to exercise their political 
power. We see you, we hear you, 
we ARE you.”

District 8 City Councilor 
Kenzie Bok – who represents Back 
Bay, Bay Village and Beacon Hill 
– said the milestone is joyous and 
sobering at the same time.

“I think it’s both energizing and 
sobering at the same time,” she 
said. “It’s energizing because you 

see how hard people worked to get 
this right and they were effective in 
doing it and all they went through, 
yet it’s sobering because you have 
a majority female Council 100 
years later, but it took 90 years to 
get one or two women.”

She also said it is sobering in 
that African American women 
were not included in the milestone.

“Black women weren’t includ-
ed in that, and you also saw a long 
history of poll taxes and voter 
suppression to keep people from 
voting, and that’s sobering too,” 
she said.

Both Price and Bok point out 
that historically, the Aug. 18 mile-
stone and the 1920 election – 
which saw the first women voters 
in the United States – gave birth to 
larger women’s issues.

Bok – a doctorate in history 
– said the passage of the 19th 
Amendment gave rise to one of the 
largest infusions of federal money 
into what were perceived as wom-
en’s issues, notably education and 
maternal health.

“Right after Women’s Suffrage 
passed, Congress took up the big-
gest set of pro-family, pro-women 
bills it ever had,” she said. “That 
was because all the men were 
terrified of losing their seat due 
to women getting the vote…So 
that moment of Women’s Suffrage 
also pushed Congress to address 
education and women’s maternal 
health.”

Likewise, Price said that in the 
moments after suffrage, many 

of those active in the movement 
began to rally around the Equal 
Rights Amendment – which is still 
being fought for.

Suffragist Alice Paul authored 
the ERA shortly after the 19th 
Amendment passed, Price said.

“Now that they had the vote, 
they wanted to get equality in 
other areas,” said Price. “That’s 
when the ERA was born – right 
after the right to vote was won.”

Price said that for many young 
women and girls, it can be confus-
ing for them to hear that women 
actually couldn’t vote at one time 
– and not so long ago in the his-
tory of the country. She said they 
strive to educate them about the 
fight, the ups and downs, and the 
good and bad of it.

This week, however, marks a 
milestone and a call for more to 
be done to advance what was 
achieved 100 years ago this week.

“It’s a slow road,” she said. 
“But there is reason to believe 
we’re making progress. We had the 
first female presidential candidate 
in 2016, and now we have the first 
Asian/African American woman 
as a candidate for vice president 
and that’s a milestone. However, 
African American women in par-
ticular did not get to vote in 1920. 
They had to keep waiting until the 
Voting Rights Act…I like to say 
we’ve seen a lot of victories but 
still have a lot of work to do in 
regards to inclusion.”

Poll Power:  Women’s suffrage celebrates 100 years, with caveats

By Seth Daniel

The Massachusetts Gaming 
Commission (MGC) has put a 
pause on any expansion of gaming 
into Roulette, Craps or Poker for 
the moment, with the backdrop 
of Gov. Charlie Baker’s pause 
on re-opening and the status of 
Everett as a ‘higher-risk’ commu-
nity due to some recent, modest 
upticks in COVID-19 cases.

Encore Boston Harbor had 
been testing a very involved pro-
totype of plastic and Plexiglas that 
they felt would allow patrons to 
safely be able to play stand-up 
games like Roulette and Craps – 
that amidst the backdrop of CEO 
Matt Maddox this month saying 
there is more demand at Encore 
than they can meet due to strong 
state restrictions. That prototype 
had been mentioned several times 
by Encore, and they had high 
hopes for it, but the MGC regula-
tors and Commissioners felt now 
was not the time.

“In light of COVID-19, we 

don’t feel it would be appropri-
ate to add new games,” said IEB 
Deputy Director Loretta Lillios. 
“We’re going to continue looking 
at it. They have seen pretty good 
compliance, but it’s something 
we’ll bring back to you at a later 
date…We’re mindful of the gov-
ernor’s new announcement. From 
the IEB’s perspective, it seems 
expansion of operations at this 
time…would not be appropriate.”

Commissioner Enrique Zuniga 
said he agreed that the MGC 
should take things slow and fol-
low the lead of Gov. Baker – who 
on Tuesday last week declared 
Everett and neighboring commu-
nities ‘higher risk’ than the rest of 
the state.

“I think there was an assump-
tion we would let health data 
inform all we did and we would 
continue to monitor the situa-
tion around us,” he said. “While 
reopening appears to have gone 
very good with occupancy levels 
and adherence to the guidelines, 
it is still important to monitor 
public health data. Everett and 

Chelsea were identified recently 
as communities where there was 
an uptick and they are important 
places to monitor. I think it’s pru-
dent to continue the way that we 
are now.”

Added Chair Catherine Judd-
Stein, “At this point, it just 
wouldn’t be prudent to expand 
and we need to get this right.”

The news was disappointing to 
Encore Boston Harbor, certainly, 
though the company said noth-
ing publicly. From the opening, 
the resort has hoped to be able 
to lead the nation in returning 
profitable games like Roulette and 
Craps – though their emphasis has 
been on public health and safe-
ty first. Still, they have indicated 
that demand will dictate any deci-
sions on expansion, and Maddox 
said in an investor call two weeks 
ago that there is more demand at 
Encore Boston Harbor than they 
can meet with the restrictions. 
Brining back more games, and 
creating that demand, would be 
a key to bringing back the more 
than 1,400 employees that are still 

furloughed from the resort.
•GROSS GAMING 

REVENUES
Not surprisingly, the MGC 

released Gross Gaming Revenues 
(GGR) for July and it was slim 
pickings compared to the months 
before COVID-19, but at the same 
time it wasn’t a total disaster.

It was the first release of rev-
enues since March, which was 
shortened by the closure of casi-
nos in the state due to the onset 
of COVID-19. The July revenues 
were shortened by two weeks as 
they were only allowed to open 
on July 12.

One of the highlights in the 
numbers was the slot machine 
numbers. Despite having far fewer 
machines due to social distancing 
on the gaming floor, the GGR for 
slots was $16.2 million with a 
hold of just 7.95 percent. That’s a 
similar hold to before the pandem-
ic, and it’s only about $6 million 
off from pre-pandemic slot GGRs. 
That was a major highlight, also 
considering that the Coin-in was 
down to $204.5 million – which 

was more than $100 million shy 
of what was normal at Encore 
earlier this year.

Clearly, the downfall was the 
table games, which are restricted 
tremendously by COVID-19 reg-
ulations. They came in at $10.7 
million in GGRs, which is about 
one-third of some of the best 
GGRs Encore had pre-pandemic. 

In total, the Slot and Table 
GGRs were about 50 percent of 
what existed before COVID-19, at 
$26.977 million. Some of the best 
months at Encore saw total GGRs 
at $54 million.

Still, the limited July numbers 
come with nearly two weeks 
chopped off of the month, and 
with major restrictions on gam-
ing. Initially, the numbers show 
there is a return to gaming and 
demand in the market. That was 
uncertain for Wynn Resorts just 
a few months ago in all of their 
jurisdictions – including China, 
Las Vegas and Everett – as the 
company felt there might not be 
demand for a return to in-person 
gaming worldwide.

MgC puts any expansion of gaming on hold after Everett’s ‘high-risk’ designation
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TO ADVERTISE PLEASE CALL 
781-485-0588

ADRENALINE
RUSH!

1-800-GO-GUARD • www.1-800-GO-GUARD.com 

You’ll also get career training 
and money for college. If you’re 
ready for the excitement, join 
the Army National Guard today.

James
“Cricket”

Dillon

No matter how I spend the day,
No matter what I do,
Each night before I go to bed,
I always think of you.
And though you’re far away from me
In a very special land,
I know some day I’ll be with you
And finally touch your hand.

         Dad
Birthday Mass

will be said Saturday,  August 13th
at St. Francis De Sales Church, 7:30AM

August 13, 1969 - November 5, 1992

will be said Saturday, August 11th
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OBITUARIES

Beloved April Ann (Willcox) 
Porter, 46, of Amesbury, formerly 
of Charlestown, passed away on 
June 14, 2020.

Born in Malden on June 2, 
1974 to Naomi Ruth (Foley) 
Dalton and Keith Willcox, April 
was the first born in both families 
and brought them tremendous joy. 

April had the biggest heart and 
is missed by many. She was a self-
less family member and friend. 

She worked at Johnnie’s 
Foodmaster in Charlestown for 
12 years as a cashier and in the 
bakery, making delicious treats for 
the entire town. 

She is survived by her beloved 
husband, Sean Porter; son, Sean 
Porter Jr.; step-father, Stephen 
Dalton; sisters, Tanya Willcox, 
Stephanie and Danielle Dalton; 
sister-in-law and brother-in-law, 
Michael and Mary Ellen Hussey; 
brother-in-law, Douglas Porter 
Jr; nieces, Amanda Brissette, 
Marianne Messina and her 
husband, Thomas Messina; 
grand-nephews and grand-
niece, Marco DiPascale, Haleigh 
Messina and Kevin Dunn and 
several uncles and cousins. She 
was the granddaughter of the late 
Cornelius and Florence Foley, the 

late Edward and Lillian Willcox 
and daughter-in-law to the late 
Douglas and Elizabeth Porter.

April lived life large. She was a 
fighter, battling cancer for nearly 
seven years, remaining positive 
and spirited throughout the entire-
ty. She loved music and was look-
ing forward to going overseas to 
London. Her family and friends 
will always remember her creativ-
ity and generous spirit. 

Memorial services will be deter-
mined at a later date. In lieu of 
flowers, consider making a dona-
tion to your local animal shelter 
on April’s behalf.

April Ann Porter
Gone too soon

BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS          PRICE
Poradovsky, Igor         StJohn, Joy I 45 1st Ave #405            $600,000
Mccormick, Ralph        Yohannan, Kimberly M    42 8th St #4406               $370,000
Rose, Donald M           Byrne, Mark 42 8th St #5525            $749,000
Chung, Suckheui        Johnson, Suzanne M     27 Albion Pl             $1,350,000
Vachon, John-Paul        Conlin, Genevieve J 10 Allston St #2              $670,000
Antonellis, Richard Piccolomini, John 13 Auburn St #1               $675,000
Powers, Alison L        Schroeder, Ryan M   54 Bartlett St                   $1,550,000
Ravenscroft, Desiree L        Larkin, Dana M 4-6 Boyle St #1                 $585,000
Hughes, Austin Croumie, Scott J 36 Cook St #1                  $435,000
Golin, James A Hindle, Allyson 12 Franklin St #1              $635,000
HKANDLK LLC Towne, Lauren E        64 Perkins St             $1,029,150
Hartley, Nolan     Walls, Bethany M       10 Prospect St #3              $835,000
Smith, Lee         Gillespie, John       8 Prospect St #1              $822,000
Patterson, Caroline     Lefevre, Adam B          89 Russell St                $905,000
Delaney, Robert G       Sansosti, Lynn P        98 Warren St #98           $1,340,000

R e a l  E s t a t e  Tr a n s f e r s

Elite
253 Main St. • Charlestown • 617-241-5566

www.c21elite.com
Sales • Rentals • Free Market Analysis

Certified Buyer Agents

Chinese Progressive Political 
Action (CPPA) is excited to 
announce its endorsement of five 
candidates for the Massachusetts 
Democratic Primary Election on 
September 1.

•U.S. Senate: Ed Markey
•State Rep. 2nd Suffolk: Damali 

Vidot
Chinese Progressive Political 

Action (CPPA) endorsed candi-
dates that demand an equitable 
recovery from the COVID-19 
public health crisis.

Now more than ever, it is 
essential that our elected officials 
work to invest in stable, afford-
able housing, a healthy environ-
ment, strong workers’ protections, 
and equitable economic relief 
and healthcare. CPPA is proud to 
endorse candidates that listen to 
and work alongside community 
voices in their commitment to the 

public good. 
CPPA decided endorsements 

based on a detailed questionnaire 
that surveyed candidates on key 
community-centered issues, their 
plans and priorities should they be 
elected, and their track record and 
background in their communities. 
We are thrilled to be endorsing a 
progressive slate of candidates in 
both congressional and state-level 
races.

We support Markey because he 
has been a steadfast advocate for 
progressive change, and we know 
he will continue to be a champi-
on for environmental justice in 
the national response to climate 
change.

On the state level, CPPA 
supports Damali Vidot for the 
Massachusetts State Government, 
as she is committed to working 
for community-led justice through 

policies like rent control, driver’s 
licenses for all, and keeping our 
criminal justice system responsive 
to community needs.

Marisol Santiago, Chelsea 
School Committee member and 
workers’ rights activist, said: “We 
are so impressed by Damali and 
her deep involvement in the com-
munity. Chelsea and East Boston 
are COVID-19 hotspots; we need 
someone with Damali’s under-
standing of the needs of working 
people in Chelsea and Charlestown 
to get us out of this crisis. She will 
bring this unique perspective to 
the State House, and help the leg-
islature find effective solutions for 
issues like affordable healthcare, 
environmental justice, and hous-
ing justice while staying grounded 
in the priorities of her district’s 
residents.”

Chinese Progressive Political Action endorsements 
for September 1 Democratic Primary races
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TUESDAY, AUGUST 25, 2020 
Noon-8:00PM  - Kent School  - 50 Bunker Hill Street 

For more information, or assistance, please call 
the Dan Ryan campaign (617) 242-5950 or 

Email DanRyanforRep@gmail.com. 

CHARLESTOWN EARLY VOTE DAY 

OR VOTE ON 
PRIMARY DAY 

TUESDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 1ST

THERE IS ALSO A FULL WEEK OF 
EARLY VOTING AT BOSTON CITY HALL: 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 22ND TO FRIDAY, AUGUST 28TH 

IT’S TIME TO VOTE!

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

Staff Report

 On June 26 the Charlestown 
Mother’s Association conducted 
a fundraising campaign to help 
NEW Health Charlestown’s food 
insecurity program. In just over a 
week the campaign raised $1,300. 
The proceeds were used to pur-
chase much-needed grocery store 
gift certificates to provide food-in-
secure children at the Harvard-
Kent school in Charlestown.

Due to the pandemic, NEW 
Health has had to adapt its food 
insecurity program to account for 
the many changes in daily life. 
With some food-insecure children 
relying on school lunches as their 
main source of nutrition it has 

become imperative that NEW 
Health expands their efforts. 

The Charlestown Mother’s 
Association (CMA) reached out to 
CEO Jim Luisi and offered their 
support during this crucial time. 
CMA’s fundraiser asked those 
who had the means to do so to 
donate $6.26 on 6/26 to raise 
funds for NEW Health’s food inse-
curity program. 

On August 11 NEW Health 
delivered their final disbursement 
of gift certificates, purchased with 
funds raised by CMA, to Jason 
Gallagher, Principal of Harvard-
Kent School. Board members from 
CMA were in attendance.

“It’s amazing to see so many 
people rally behind these chil-
dren in such a short time,” said 

Jim Luisi. “Thank you to the 
Charlestown Mother’s Association 
for supporting our food insecurity 
program and the community.”

NEW Health has been oper-
ating its food insecurity program 
for the past 6 years. Traditionally, 
volunteers from NEW Health 
would deliver 60 bags of fresh 
produce to the Harvard-Kent 
School and 20 to the Eliot School 
every month. North End and 
Charlestown restaurants would 
donate meals to be served at 
the Harvard-Kent school, NEW 
Health Charlestown’s rooftop gar-
den was used annually to teach 
children gardening skills, and a 
NEW Health Nutritionist hosted 
educational nutrition sessions.

By Seth Daniel

With Poker games seeming-
ly in no position to return to 
Massachusetts casinos any time 
soon, many former Poker dealers 
at Encore Boston Harbor have 

begun to train for other permitted 
games like Blackjack.

Encore Spokesman Eric Kraus 
said that 70 Poker dealers at 
Encore have participated in a new 
program offered by the company 
to train for other permitted games, 

those mostly being Blackjack.
“Because we shut down the 

Poker Room and furloughed sev-
eral of those Poker Room employ-
ees, we have started training 
those Poker dealers and others 
with game experience in dealing. 

CMA raises $1,300 for NEW Health 
Charlestown’s food insecurity program

Marcie Miller, CMA Secretary (left), Jason Gallagher, Harvard-Kent 
Principal (center), Erica Haydock, CMA Board Member (right).

Encore Poker dealers begin retraining for other permitted games
We are offering them to train 
on Blackjack dealing mostly. We 
don’t like furloughing employees. 
They are family members. So, we 
tell them about all open positions 
and see if anyone furloughed is 
a good fit for those positions. If 
they’re furloughed and would be a 
good fit, we can bring them back 
to open positions. We invest a lot 
in our employees, whether finding 
them, training them and keeping 
them. We don’t want them to leave 
during a furlough.”

He said there are approximate-
ly 70 dealers of Poker that are 
or have re-trained for Blackjack, 
one of the only table games now 
allowed in the state.

At the Massachusetts Gaming 
Commission (MGC) meeting last 
Thursday, the Investigations and 
Enforcement Bureau (IEB) gave 
one of its first updates on the pos-
sibility of returning Poker, and the 
long and short of that is Poker is 
currently not possible.

The IEB explained that Poker 
requires many people at the table 
to be worthwhile and profitable 
for the casino, and at the moment 

the best that can be done is four 
players at a time.

“In order to make Poker a safe 
game, we could put only about 
four people at a table,” said one of 
the members. “In discussions with 
operators, this would mean Poker 
would not be profitable. At this 
point, we wouldn’t recommend 
Poker until we can get more play-
ers at the table and do that safely.”

The IEB indicated some other 
states with gaming are returning 
Poker and allowing many people 
at a table. With COVID-19 restric-
tions as they are, it isn’t a course 
the MGC is willing to forge.

“That’s not what I would con-
sider a safe situation for employees 
or players,” he said. “Poker at its 
heart is a marginally profitable 
game for casinos. We would at 
best get four players at a table and 
that’s a very, very low profit, it at 
all a profit, for casinos.”

At Encore, the Poker Room 
and Poker areas have largely been 
repurposed to accommodate more 
Blackjack tables at greater dis-
tances.


