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lived in the Navy Yard for 30 years a (right)
nd took up painting upon retirement about
seven years ago. He has volunteered to paint ‘-
a watercolor from a snapshot submitted

by community members. The photo must
have been taken from a window during the

Watercolor artist Norris Strawbridge has l A e

COVID-19 lockdown.

In the photo above, Strawbridge’s piece enti-
tled ‘Outbound on the morning tide.”

By Seth Daniel

Watercolor painting seemed like
a pretty good retirement pastime
to Norman Strawbridge about
seven years ago, until he learned
how very difficult it is really is.

Too bad he had already fallen
in love with the challenge before-
hand.

Strawbridge has lived in the
Navy Yard for the past 30 years
with his wife, Lisa, and raised
two daughters there as well while
working as a successful architect.

Upon retirement, with archi-
tecture so closely tied historical-
ly with watercolor renderings,
Strawbridge said he had always
had a love for the art form all
through his career. When he
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Navy Yard artist ready to paint awa

moved on from his job, he thought
it would be a good time to inves-
tigate the artform more in depth.

“We all in the profession had
an optical love of watercolor,” he
said. “Little did T know how hard
watercolor really is. You have to
be ready to make mistakes.”

In fact, one of his early teach-
ers of watercolor often prepared
him for the toils, tribulations and
mistakes that are required to be
successful at watercolor painting —
an artform made popular in New
England by the likes of masters
like John Singer Sargent.

“Often when my paintings
weren’t going according to plan,
my teacher would see me getting
frustrated,” he said. “He would
say, ‘Norris, quit whining. The
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y the COVID blues

only thing between you and what
you want to do is three miles of
papet.’ So, I spent many days mur-
dering paper.”

Some seven years later, he has
found a great deal more success
at his art. Painting things like the
Citgo sign in Fenway, ocean scenes
and careful studies of light. He
said his favorite time to paint is in
the morning and the evening when
the light hits objects in a more
favorable way.

Now, he has come to accept
the accidents that happen, and
embrace them into the art — with
many of them becoming a success.

“Watercolor is a passion for
me,” he said. “When accidents
happen you have to take them as

(ARTIST Pg. §)

Looking forward

Boston Public Schools will go ahead
with choosing new Exam School Test

By Seth Daniel

Supt. Brenda Cassellius said
Boston Public Schools (BPS) will
go forward with choosing a new
exam school test provider for next
fall, with several companies con-
sidering bids and a bid due date
of May 15.

During a call with the media,
Cassellius affirmed there is an
open Request for Proposals (RFP)
still out there that has a deadline
of May 15, and that there have
been several interested parties.

“There is an open RFP and we
expect that to close on the date

(ScHoots Pg. 2)

Suddenly there’s a race

State Rep race features both
Charlestown and Chelsea candidate

By Seth Daniel

With  the deadline for
Nomination Papers for state offic-
es coming this Tuesday, suddenly a
race has emerged in the 2nd Suffolk
House of Representatives district —
which includes Charlestown and
most of Chelsea.

State Rep. Dan Ryan pulled
Nomination Papers several months
ago and turned in his signatures
prior to the pandemic, collecting
more signatures recently, and qual-
ifying for the ballot, according to
the Secretary of State’s office.

(RACE Pg. 2)
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Despite empty roads, state’s traffic fatality rate doubled in April, MassDOT says

By Lauren Bennett

With  COVID-19  causing
less traffic on roads across the
Commonwealth, speeding and
traffic fatalities have increased
over the past month, MassDOT
said on Monday in an online press
conference.

Both Gov. Charlie Baker and
Boston Mayor Martin Walsh have
addressed residents and warned
them about the dangers of speed-
ing through empty streets.

Massachusetts typically has one
of the lowest traffic fatality rates
in the United States and is known
for having some of the safest roads
in the country, MassDOT State
Highway Administrator Jonathan
Gulliver said at a virtual media
availability on May 4.

“This past month,” he said,
saw a “pretty disturbing trend in
the way people have been driv-
ing.” He said that preliminary
numbers indicate that fatalities
on Massachusetts roadways have
doubled for the month of April.

He said that while the raw number
fatalities are similar, there are only
half as many drivers on the road as
there normally would be.

“Congestion is not an issue
for most people driving during
their regular trips,” he said. “As a
result, we’re seeing that the driv-
ing conditions across the board
have changed. There are not a
lot of people out there, but there
are people out there and they’ve
changed the way they’re travel-
ing.”

Gulliver said that there were
28 deaths on highways and local
roads in April. Of those deaths, 18
were vehicle operators, four were
passengers, two were mOtorcy-
clists, three were pedestrians, and
one was a bicyclist. He added that
about a third of the fatalities were
on interstate highways and about
two thirds of them were on local
roads, and the problem areas are
not concentrated in one particular
area of the state.

“Be cautious and mindful that
there are people,” Gulliver said
to motorists, adding that speed

and distraction are a main cause
of these fatalities because roads
are much more empty than usual.
“We want you to be safe.”

He said that especially with
kids learning at home rather than
at school, they are much more
likely to be out in yards play-
ing, walking, and riding bikes,
and people need to be aware that
they are around. “Slow down, pay
attention to your surroundings...
You don’t have the road complete-
ly to yourself,” he said.

He said as a general rule, states
that have more congestion tend to
have less fatalities, and there are
“not as many high speed crash-
es on our roadways due to that
congestion,” but more people are
speeding on local roads because
cars are not backed up, and “that
tends to be a dangerous situation.”

Gulliver said that MassDOT
continues to work with both state
and local police to identify hot
spots and where more targeted
enforcements are needed.

“Reduced traffic volume is no
excuse for excessive speed,” Jeff

Larason, Director of Highway
Safety for the Executive Office of
Safety and Security, said in a state-
ment. “We’re reminding every-
one to drive responsibly, wear a
seat belt, and watch the road for
cyclists and pedestrians.”

In April, two of the 28 deaths
were in Boston, one in the South
End at Mass Avenue and Harrison
Avenue on April 22, where a bicy-
clist was killed, and one at 415 D
Street in South Boston on April
8 where a vehicle operator was
killed.

Mayor Marty Walsh remind-
ed residents on Monday that the
City speed limit is 25mph, and
stressed that there are “lots of kids
around.” He also said that if speed
traps are necessary in the City,
they will be used.

“The trend that we’re seeing
here in Massachusetts does not
appear to be unique as far as fatal-
ities go,” Gulliver said. “States not
as congested as Massachusetts are
not seeing the uptick.”

The COVID-19 crisis hit the
Commonwealth very abruptly,

which did not give drivers much
time to adapt to less cars on the
road, Gulliver said. He said that
during the recession a little over
10 years ago, changes happened
much more gradually and people
were able to slowly get used to
them.

Gulliver said that “nearly over-
night,” Massachusetts saw a 50
percent decrease in volume on the
state’s roads.

“This is a serious topic,” he
said, and stressed that people
should not “take advantage of the
current level of traffic.”

He said that “the last thing
we want” is for everyone to have
followed all social distancing and
other health safety guidelines and
then have deaths on the highway.

“Highway safety, road safety is
something we take really seriously
at MassDOT,” Gulliver said. “We
want to do everything we can to
dial this back and get us back to
being number one in the nation for
roadway safety.”

RACE (from pg. 1)

This week, in a rather sud-
den move, Chelsea City Councilor
Damali Vidot announced that she
had gathered the required signa-
tures electronically and planned
to mount a campaign for the seat
as well.

The Supreme Judicial Court
(SJC) ruled last month there
should be an extension for the sig-
nature deadline and a relaxation
of the signature requirements to
accommodate social distancing
measures. That ruling allowed
candidates to gather less than the
normally required signatures -

now 75 —and to be able to do that
electronically rather than in-per-
son signatures.

The seat would be decided in
the September Democratic Primary
election, as both are Democrats.
That election is the day after
Labor Day, but does feature a
high-profile race for U.S. Senate
between Senator Ed Markey and
Congressman Joe Kennedy III.

Ryan, who has held the seat
since 2014, said he welcomes the
challenge and is ready to begin
the campaign in a time of ‘new
normal.’

“T welcome this opportunity
to discuss my record as a leg-
islator and humanitarian,” he
said. “This collective crisis we are
faced with presents an opportunity
to pull together. We need to con-
tinue to unite, work in the trench-
es and deliver services for the
people of Chelsea, Charlestown
and the Commonwealth. That is
my history. That is the leadership
that I have always brought to the
table, a table that has always had
room for one more chair. This I
pledge to the people of Chelsea
and Charlestown.”

Vidot — who was the Council
President in Chelsea through 2019
— has worked well with Ryan over
the years, she said, but felt like
state leadership hasn’t been what
it should be.

“I love my community,” she
said. “There is no limit to what
I'd do to advocate for the com-
munity...I want to be part of
these re-building conversations
for Chelsea and Charlestown to
rebuild equitably. Unfortunately,
I don’t feel the current leadership
on the state level — meaning state
senate and state representative —

are not equipped to do it because
they haven’t done it to this point.”

Vidot said she has gotten a lot
of support from her network in
Chelsea and her campaign team,
which is ramping up quickly. She
said she does have an uphill battle
in Charlestown.

“The fact is I know it’s an
uphill battle because Charlestown
is a different community from
Chelsea,” she said. “I don’t know
Charlestown as well. I plan to get
to know them. The district is dif-
ferent in a lot of ways, but there
are a lot of similar issues too.”

SCHOOLS (from pg. 1)

that is set,” she said. “We’re had a
number of interested parties who
have pulled down the RFP for
that.”

Previously, the ISEE test, which
is from the ERB Company, had
been administered for entrance
into the City’s three exam schools
— Boston Latin School, O’Bryant
School of Math and Science and
Boston Latin Academy. That had
been given for many years at the
sixth grade level — for entrance
into 7th grade — and at the 8th
grade level — for entrance into
9th grade. After some issues arose
following Cassellius coming into
the new job last year, the test was
re-evaluated and she put it out
to bid earlier this year to get a
new test, and also to reconsider

the way exam school entrance is
evaluated.

Many companies have shown
interest in the new test, though
it isn’t certain which companies
will bid on providing the new
test. It also isn’t certain how much
weight the new test will carry in
a potentially revamped entrance
process to exam schools — which
Cassellius has explored already
with an appointed Task Force.
The companies that have taken
out copies of the RFP include:

e Achieve3000, Inc.

e Achievement Network, LTD.

e Act, Incorporated

°American  Institutes  for
Research

*American Reading Company

e Amplify Education Inc

e Assessment Technology, Inc.
eCarnegie Learning, Inc.
*Cognia, Inc

*College Board

eCurriculum Associates, LLC
eData Recognition Corporation

*Ernst & Young LLP
eHeinemann Educational
Books

eHeinemann-Raintree/
Capstone Global Lib.

*Houghton Mifflin Harcourt
Publishing Co

ellluminate Education

eedmentum Inc

*NWEA

*Qsiris Family Institute LLC

SchoolCity Inc.

The former ISEE test company,
ERB Company, did not take out
an RFP for the test by Tuesday,

and had previously said it didn’t
plan to bid on the work in Boston
Public Schools.

The exam school test has
become a major stress agent for
parents in Boston hoping to get
their children into the best middle
schools and high schools in the
City. Routinely, all three exam
schools are in the top 15 high
schools statewide and are also
nationally acclaimed. In this year’s
annual U.S. News & World Report
ranking of high schools, Boston
Latin School and O’Bryant School
of Math & Science were in the
top 10 of all schools in the state,
with Boston Latin Academy in
the top 15. Getting in has always
meant doing well on the test, and
tons of companies, private tutors

and after-school programs invest
a great deal of time preparing for
the test.

Since the RFP went out, many of
those programs have been on hold
and watching closely what will
happen. That should have more
clarity after May 15. Cassellius
has said they plan on choosing a
testing company by June.

One thing she told reporters
last week is that the test will not
be performed remotely or online
in the fall - as that could be com-
plicated.

“A high stakes test like that is
probably not a test that could be
performed in a remote environ-
ment,” she said.
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By Nancy Hayford Kueny

The Lynde family immigrat-
ed from Dunstable, Bedfordshire
England, to Charlestown during
the Great Migration. Thomas
Lynde (1615-1693), a maltster
by trade, was known to be in
Charlestown by 1634. Following
his death the inventory of Deacon
Thomas Lynde’s estate listed two
houses, a malt house, a stable,
approximately 90 acres of various
parcels of land much of it wooded,
13 cow commons, a hay lot, % of
a ketch, and two servants. The
value of his estate was £1,709. By
the time of the revolution, the
large tract of land along Charles
River Bay extending southwest of
Town Hill from Arrow Street to
Craigie’s Point (later Prison Point)
had become known as Lynde’s
Point.

In 1794, the widow of Thomas
Lynde’s descendant Joseph Lynde
sold the 20 acre parcel known
as Lynde’s Point to Captain
Archibald McNeil. The acreage
comprised Washington Street,
Old Rutherford Avenue (formerly
Richmond Street and Bow Street)
and part of Union Street, as well
as the point of land west of Austin
Street. Archibald’s father William
was a rope maker whose rope-
walks where located in Boston
near High and Pearl Streets. After
they were destroyed by fire in
1793 Captain McNeil established
a new rope walk on his recent-
ly acquired acreage by Charles
River Bay. The rope walk can
be seen on the 1828 Peter Tufts
Plan of Charlestown Peninsula.
In 1800 McNeil sold Craigie’s
Point to the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts for the Charlestown
State Prison. In 1804 Captain
McNeil sold a parcel 75 feet by
325 feet to to Josiah Barker, ship-
builder. McNeil sold another par-
cel to J. Morrill, Samuel Jaques,
Jr. and Matthew Skilton who
established a turpentine and sprits
factory.

In the early 1800s, McNeil built
himself a large square house on
Washington Street near the corner
of Union Street. Timothy Sawyer
described it as being surround-
ed by fields and pastures, and
noted that there was a 45 ft.
passageway from the house to
the ropewalk. The ropewalk was
low enough that there was an
unobstructed view from McNeil’s
mansion. The Prison Point Bridge
had not been built nor had the
building of the Prison commenced.
One could look out across Charles
River Bay at the Barrel Mansion

Historic Houses of the Month
Lynde’s Point and the Charlestown Wharf Company

on Cobble Hilll (later to become
the McLean Asylum). Today, it is
hard to imagine such a view. In
1814, McNeil sold his residence to
Colonel Samuel Jaques, a business-
man originally from Wilmington
who was involved in trade with the
West Indies. At that time the estate
comprised about two acres. There
was a stable, a carriage house,
several outbuildings and gardens.
Colonel Jaques kept horses, short
horned Durham cattle, common
cattle, geese, ducks, and fine hunt-
ing dogs as he was a foxhunt-
er. According to Sawyer, he even
kept two buffalos. Colonel Jaques
remained in the house until 1832
when he moved to Ten Hills Farm,
now Somerville. Charlestown
was much larger at that time
and included parts of Somerville,
Arlington and Cambridge. At the
time of Sawyer’s writing in 1888,
The McNeil/Jaques house was still
standing and had been turned into
a two-family residence. Today, the
house is no longer extant.

Josiah  Barker (1763-1847)
established a very successful ship-
yard on his parcel. Barker was
a naval constructor who arrived
in Charlestown in 1799 from
Marshfield. He worked for the
U.S. Government in the Navy
Yard, and supervised the refur-
bishment of the Constitution from
1833-35.In 1810, Barker acquired
a second parcel on Lynde’s Point
making his private shipyard 130
feet by 350 feet. Barker construct-
ed a 620 ton vessel, the Union,
to be used as a privateer but the
War of 1812 ended, and she was
refitted to be a merchantman.
Working with another shipbuilder
Captain John M. Robertson 38
vessels were built in Charlestown
on the shores of Charles River Bay,
among them the Pandora (1806),
the Faun (1811) and the Aurora
(1815).

Between 1799 and 1806 many
Charlestown families with famil-
iar names such as Frothingham,
Warren, Devens and Tufts pur-
chased lots laid out and sold by
Captain  McNeil. Washington
Street had become a very desir-
able neighborhood. But in 1835, a
much more complex development
ensued when Josiah Barker’s ship-
yard was sold to the Charlestown
Land and Wharf Company. In the
mid-1830s both the Charlestown
Land and Wharf Company (which
became the Charlestown Wharf
Company) and the Charlestown
Branch Railroad were incorporat-
ed. These two companies were
intertwined for the purpose of sell-
ing property to raise money and

build a railroad. The Charlestown
Branch Railroad ran along
Charlestown’s shoreline utilizing
the well positioned Wharfs on
Charles River Bay to unload goods
such as ‘cotton, coal and other arti-
cles.” The Branch Railroad trans-
ported these goods across the Bay
to the Boston and Lowell Railroad
Depot near Lechmere for carriage
to the Lowell mills. Initially the
trains were horse drawn. In the
following decade the Charlestown
Branch Railroad became part of
the Fitchburg Railroad.

In 1838, the Charlestown
Wharf Company laid out 104 lots
on Washington Street on the land
between Washington Street and
the Bay. Washington Street was
on high ground and a block from
the water making these lots high-
ly desirable. The Greek Revival
houses across from the MDC rink
on Washington Street are all that
remain of the Charlestown Wharf
Company’s residential develop-
ment. Originally a longer row
of brick townhouses comprising
72 to 98 Washington Street, only
numbers 74-88 remain. These
late Federal/Greek Revival homes
are among the earliest exam-
ples of masonry row housing in
Charlestown. They are believed to
be the work of house wright John
W. Milliken who was active from
the 1820s to the early 1850s. The
houses are two-story, three-bay
side hall plans with gabled roofs
and recessed entries. Some have
their original 5 pane glass tran-
som and sidelight entry embellish-
ments. When built, they probably
all had a single centered roof dor-
mer. These houses had views of
Charles River Bay.

Further research needs to be
done to determine the provenance
of the lots laid out southwest of
Washington Street in 1838. A
ward map of Lynde’s Point in
1912 does not depict houses, but
indicates several railroad tracks
on the site as well as a produce
market and a freight house inland
from Front Street.

Lynde’s Point is practically for-
gotten. The little street between
Washington Street and Rutherford
Avenue is still known as Lynde
Street, memorializing this his-
toric part of town which was
once waterfront property. Charles
River Bay and the Miller’s River
were filled in and replaced by
Rutherford Avenue, as well as the
train tracks of four railroads that
all terminated in Boston’s West
End. For additional images, maps
and plans go to nancykueny.com/
blog.

Washington Street Homes Associated with the Charlestown Wharf

Company

Sources: Old Charlestown
by Timothy Sawyer, MACRIS:
Landmarks Commission Surveys,
Ancestry.com, The Genealogies
and Estates of Charlestown by
Thomas Bellows Wyman, Report
Accepted by the Charlestown

Wharf Company June 5, 1838,
Middlesex Registry of Deeds,
Wikipedia, MassHist.org, Ward 5
1912 Plate, G.W. Bromley
© Nancy Hayford Kueny
Charlestown Branch Railroad
Plan
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EDITORIAL

THIS SUNDAY IS
MOTHER’S DAY

During this time of unprecedented upheaval because of the novel
coronavirus pandemic, the rituals that most of us traditionally follow
either have been eliminated or drastically changed because of the need
to practice physical distancing.

So too, the manner in which we observe Mother’s Day, which is this
Sunday, May 10, will be different from all others before it. The tradition-
al family get-togethers that we usually observe will be cancelled or modi-
fied to a great extent because of the situation in which we find ourselves.

However, it often is said that necessity is the mother of invention
(no pun intended) and in that spirit we’re sure that all of our readers
will find a way to honor their mothers in some fashion, whether it be
something as simple as a phone call or by a family gathering via Zoom.

Oftentimes, the smallest of gestures can mean the most.

We hope too, that Mother’s Day this year will serve as a way for all
of us to think about what is most important in our lives -- our family,
friends, and loved ones -- as we struggle to make sense of these turbulent
times amidst a pandemic.

We know we join with all of our readers in wishing all of our moms
a happy Mother’s Day.

THIS IS NO TIME FOR HOOVERISM

Herbert Hoover had been President for about seven months when
the stock market crashed in October, 1929. Although there have been
many causes attributed to the onset of the Great Depression, the crash
generally is viewed as the trigger point for what still rates as the greatest
economic downturn in our nation’s history.

However, even as the economy continued to sink in the aftermath
of the crash, Hoover adopted a hands-off policy toward the economy.
Although Herbert Hoover was a good man with lots of government
experience prior to becoming president, he refused to take action of any
kind, held back by a combination of a lack of imagination and his rigid,
free-market view of the U.S. economy.

Hoover failed to recognize the severity of the situation or leverage the
power of the federal government to address it. He was widely viewed
as callous and insensitive toward the suffering of millions of desperate
Americans.

By the time Hoover left office in early 1933, unemployment in the
U.S. had reached 25% and millions of Americans literally were starving.
The iconic photos from that era of Americans lined up for handouts
from the soup kitchens that were operated by private charities still are
seared into our collective memory even today.

What brought to mind the inaction of Herbert Hoover during the
Great Depression were comments made this past Sunday by Lawrence
Kudlow, the former TV personality who now is one of the chief econom-
ic advisers to President Trump.

Basically, Kudlow said the Trump administration is taking a wait-and-
see approach before committing to more federal support for Americans
as the United States continues to weather the coronavirus crisis and the
accompanying economic damage.

“Well, T don’t want to get too far ahead of the story, Jake,” Kudlow
said to CNN’s Jake Tapper. “There may well be additional legislation.
There’s a kind of pause period right now.”

But “getting ahead” of this crisis precisely is what policymakers need
to do. While it certainly is true that the federal government has spent
trillions of dollars in various ways to assist Americans, it also is true that
the degree of economic assistance -- as well as a coordinated plan -- that
will be necessary simply to keep Americans fed during the ongoing crisis
will require additional trillions of dollars as the economy plunges into
free-fall without a parachute in the months ahead.

The lesson of the Great Depression is that a national government can-
not be a passive bystander during a time of economic collapse. Speedy,
forceful, and creative action is required today to prevent an already-ca-
lamitous situation from becoming worse tomorrow.
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Boston pets and COVID-19

By Martha Smith-Blackmore, DVM,

The National Veterinary
Services Laboratory of the USDA
announced on April 22, 2020 that
two pet cats from different house-
holds in the United States were
confirmed cases of COVID-19
infection. These are the first pets
in the U.S. with positive tests for
the virus that causes COVID-19
in people. Subsequently, a fam-
ily dog from Chapel Hill, North
Carolina tested positive. It appears
that cats and dogs can become
infected, but currently we have no
information that suggests the virus
can go from pets to people.

If you are sick with symptoms
of COVID-19 (fever, dry cough,

difficulty breathing, tiredness,
nasal congestion or runny nose,
sore throat, diarrhea, aches and
pains) you should limit contact
with pets and other animals, just
as you would restrict your contact
with other people. When possi-
ble, have another family or house-
hold member care for the animals
while you are sick. If you have a
service animal or you must care
for pets, wear a face mask or
covering; don’t share food, kiss,
or hug animals; and wash your
hands before and after any contact
with your pet, service animal, or
other animals. If you are sick, you
should not share dishes, drinking
glasses, cups, eating utensils, tow-
els, or bedding with other people
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or pets in your home.

Good general safety practice
includes not allowing pets to inter-
act with people or other animals
outside the household; keeping
cats indoors to prevent them from
interacting with other animals or
people; walking dogs on a leash,
maintaining at least 6 feet from
other people and animals; avoid-
ing public places where large num-
bers of people and dogs gather.

Keeping pets indoors or under
close supervised conditions
not only protects them against
COVID-19 infection, it prevents
them from suffering other harms
commonly encountered outside.

Now is a great time to prac-
tice teaching your pets skills and
tricks with positive reinforcement,
and to spend extra time at home
grooming your pets. Walking your
dog is important for both animal
and human health and well-be-
ing. Love your animals, keep
them close to you (unless you are
sick!), away from other people
and together all of us, whether
we have two legs or four, will get
through this together!

For more information about

COVID-19 and pets, visit
the CDC and the AVMA.
For additional information

on resources and COVID-19,
visit boston.gov/coronavirus.

Martha  Smith-Blackmore,
DVM, Boston Animal Care and
Control
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CLERGY VIEWPOINT

Assisting our small
business community

By Senator Sal DiDomenico

As a State Senator, one of my
greatest sources of pride has always
been my district’s small business
community. I grew up in a small
business, living above my parents’
flower shop as a kid. My entire
life, I witnessed the hard work and
dedication it takes to run a small
business, and the struggles that so
many owners face. I have always
understood that the backbone of
our economy is our small busi-
ness community, and today I have
an intimate understanding of how
much that community is hurting
due to the fallout of the COVID-
19 emergency.

Every day, I hear from fam-
ily-owned businesses, restaurant
owners, and small shops about
the enormous toll this pandemic
has had on their businesses and
employees. While federal small
business relief programs, like the
Paycheck Protection Program,
Economic Injury Disaster Loans,
Express Bridge Loans, and Small
Business Association Debt Relief
have been made available to help
our nation’s small businesses, I
also know that accessing these
relief options has not been easy.

To my local small business com-
munity: please know I hear your
concerns. I know that these are
exceptionally challenging and frus-
trating times as you navigate your
federal relief options. However,
[ want you to know that you do
not need to face these difficult
times alone. There are a number
of technical assistance resourc-
es out there to help small busi-
ness owners apply for and access
relief, and T wanted to highlight
a few that may be particularly
helpful. Additionally, my office
is always available to connect
you with these programs that are
assisting our small businesses.

First and foremost,
the United States Small Business
Administration’s Boston District
Office is available to provide
financial and technical assistance
to small business owners. The
SBA works with a number of
local partners to counsel, mentor,
and train small businesses, and
they can connect you with sup-
port provided by their Resource
Partners, such as SCORE offices,
Women’s Business Centers, Small
Business Development Centers
and Veterans Business Outreach
Centers. All of that information on

assistance can be accessed on the
SBA’s website.

On a local level, the
Massachusetts Growth Capital
Corporation (MGCC) COVID-
19 Small Business Stabilization
Network is offering small busi-
ness support, including lending,
financial education, and business
coaching. This network consists
of 48 Small Business Technical
Assistance grantees and nonprof-
it organizations brought togeth-
er by MGCC. Together, this
network covers the whole state.
Additionally, MGCC is support-
ing Massachusetts’s small business
owners by providing multilingual
application assistance for the SBA’s
Paycheck Protection Programs.
Small business owners interested
in receiving help from the MGCC
and the COVID-19 Small Business
Stabilization Network should visit
the MGCC website for details.

Another important resource
that is available, especially for
our district, is the Massachusetts
Equitable Paycheck Protection
Program (PPP) Access
Initiative. This initiative is commit-
ted to providing timely access to
the Small Business Association PPP
for underbanked businesses and
historically disadvantaged demo-
graphic groups, including people
of color and women. A coalition
of banks is committing to mak-
ing PPP loans directly and a net-
work of Community Development
Financial Institutions (CDFIs) are
providing technical assistance with
loan applications. If you are a
minority-owned business, you are
encouraged to apply as soon as
possible.

Of course, these are only just a
few highlights of technical assis-
tance options that are available.
The www.mass.gov website has
a comprehensive list of COVID-
19 resources and guidance for
businesses that I encourage you to
explore for a full overview.

Finally, please know that my
office and the Massachusetts
Senate are hard at work explor-
ing all the options we can take to
support our small business com-
munity. While we face a long road
to recovery, I am fully committed
to supporting the small businesses
that have always made my district
so vibrant over the years. I will
continue advocating for our small
businesses, and my office is always
here to provide any assistance or
guidance that they may need.

FrROM THE CHARLESTOWN CLERGY ASSOCIATION

FULLY ALIVE

“The glory of God is ‘humankind’ fully alive™ — St. Iraneus

By Very Reverend James Ronan, VF — Pastor, St. Mary-St. Catherine of Siena Parish

The tragedy of this pandemic
has gifted me with opportunities
to connect with a variety of people
in ways, I think, otherwise would
not have happened.

One such occasion was a
Zoom meeting I had with 25
Confirmation students who have
spent the last two years prepar-
ing for this sacrament, only to
have the celebration conferring the
sacrament indefinitely postponed.
They were to have celebrated this
graced occasion this past Saturday,
May 2, at the 4 p.m. Mass. And
so, on Saturday, we reached out
to these remarkable young people
via ZOOM to see how they were
faring in the midst of this life-al-
tering time.

The students, all sophomores in
high schools throughout the city,
were honestly reflective as they
responded to my inquiry as to
how they were doing in this hard
time of sheltering in place. Their
conversation was somber as they
expressed how much they missed
school, friends, sports, and other
family members they cannot see
or visit.

The discussion then shifted to
ways in which they think they will
be changed in light of the reality
they are living in this pandemic.
Many of the students spoke about
their increased appreciation of
family, friends, their schools, their
freedom, and so much more. They
voiced their increasing gratitude
for the gift of their lives.

Many recognized the suffer-
ing of countless others. “You just
can’t know what others are going
through,” a student observed,
after which all expressed a desire
to become more compassionate

in their encounters with others —
to become more attentive, more
kind, thoughtful, and helpful - all
virtues that are other centered and
gifts to humanity.

These high school sophomores
are being shaped by this pan-
demic. And even in their sadness
and struggles, they are growing
in surprising and beautiful ways.
Their faith is being nourished even
though they cannot go to church
and physically pray with their
faith community.

COVID-19 is having an impact
on everyone; some are sick and
dying and many of us are look-
ing inside ourselves, re-assessing
how to live with ourselves and
one another. For myself, I think
I am becoming more patient or
maybe it is more accurate to say,
less impatient with the way things
are going forward. So much of
what was so very important to
me before seems less so in these
times. And I've become aware of
the many who are really trying
to do good things in very trying
circumstances.

As I walk across the Town, I see
so many who are complying with
safety guidelines of wearing masks
and maintaining safe distances,
even parents with their children,
and T am amazed at the patience
and love I see.

The responsibilities of parent-
hood have become increasingly
more difficult as they incorpo-
rate tasks that were primarily the
duties of other figures in their
children’s lives. Many parents are
juggling so much - working at
home; caring for their children;
home-schooling them; recreating
with them; shopping; preparing

meals; concerned for elders in their
family and more. In the midst of
their exhaustion, they are doing
their best.

Many in the Town are first
responders and health care work-
ers who step out daily to care for
others in need. Signs on door-
posts around town reflective of
the gratitude the community feels,
fittingly, call them heroes — as are
other workers who are serving the
public in other capacities.

Many seniors are forced to
live alone without cherished visits
from family and friends. They do
so with noble and prayerful spirits,
appreciating the efforts that are
being made by their loved ones to
connect with them in some way.

Our Parish has received phone
calls and emails from persons who
are willing to be of assistance
to anyone in need. Our Parish
Harvest on Vine emergency food
pantry volunteers faithfully show
up for each food distribution,
serving the increasing numbers of
those who live with food insecuri-
ty; and the Charlestown commu-
nity at large has been generous in
sending donations to support this
essential ministry.

And so, one cannot help but
become gratefully aware of the
exemplary goodness and vitality
of so many who, despite the sad-
ness, grief, and restrictions of these
times, are living more fully alive in
what matters most.

All over the Town, the city,
state, country and beyond, the
graced human spirit is shining
through. God never abandons us
and in ways subtle and profound
each of us is being invited to go
beyond self and grow in love.

ARTIST (from pg. 1)

they come. You don’t know when
it will happen. The more you
embrace those accidents, the more
people can enjoy the work...The
viewer is to fill in what isn’t clear-
ly articulated. That partnership
between viewer and painter makes
watercolor very enjoyable.”
Strawbridge has also enjoyed
watercolor because there is a
thriving community of watercol-
or artists in the Boston area and
throughout New England. That
makes the frustration of it a little
easier to take as everyone shares

their successes and failures.

“I think it has a community to
it that T was surprised to discover,”
he said. “Everyone is equally frus-
trated by it. In Boston there are a
lot of people that paint together.”

This month, Strawbridge has
accepted an offer to enhance his
own community in Charlestown.
The Friends of the Charlestown
Navy Yard have challenged the
community to send in snapshots
taken from their window during
the COVID-19 era.

Those snapshots will be evalu-

ated for their ability to be trans-
formed into a watercolor paint-
ing. Then, Strawbridge has vol-
unteered to paint the shot as a
watercolor painting.

“I think it’s a lovely idea and
agreed to it right away,” he said.
“The one caveat is I'm not picking
the best quality of photograph,
but rather the one I can make into
a good watercolor.”

The deadline for submissions
is this weekend, and Strawbridge
anticipated he could have a fin-
ished product within two weeks.
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Chelsea Councilor Damali Vidot announces run for State Representative

Special tot he Patriot-Bridge

Damali Vidot, former President
of the Chelsea City Council, is
running for the 2nd Suffolk State
House District seat currently held
by State Rep. Dan Ryan. The dis-
trict covers a majority of the City
of Chelsea and all of the Boston
neighborhood of Charlestown.
Vidot is on her third term as a
Chelsea City Councilor, and her
move to unseat Dan Ryan, she
says, has everything to do with
the imperative to build a bright-
er future for communities like
Chelsea and Charlestown in the
wake of the COVID-19 pandemic,
a future that will leave behind the
failed policies of the past.

Districts like the 2nd Suffolk
are amongst the hardest hit by the
pandemic in the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts. The per capita
infection rate in Chelsea as of
Monday, May 4, for example, sat
at 537 per 10,000 residents, and
the death rate at 27 per 10,000.
These numbers nearly double the

rates of the next most afflicted
city, Brockton, which faces 305
infections per 10,000 and 15
deaths per 10,000. These alarm-
ing rates prompted Councilor
Vidot, along with other elected
officials and community leaders,
to advocate for increased sup-
port from Governor Baker. As a
result, the Governor deployed the
Massachusetts National Guard to
Chelsea in mid-April to aid the
community, where residents face
serious food and housing insecu-
rity. In comparison, Charlestown
has some of the lowest infection
rates in Boston, per the city’s
Department of Public Health. Still,
these reports can be deceiving, as
only 534 persons have been test-
ed, which is a considerably low
number given that Charlestown is
home to large numbers of front-
line workers.

While moved to run for state
representative by the damage
this pandemic is inflicting on her
hometown, Councilor Vidot says
that this pandemic only highlights
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Chelsea City Councilor Damali
Vidot has announced she is run-
ning for the state representative
seat in the 2nd Suffolk District,
which includes Charlestown and
most of Chelsea.

the long-term problems she has
been fighting against since launch-
ing her political career in 2015.
This pandemic has served as a
magnifying glass to the social and
economic inequities that leave
workers and immigrants in the
shadows, and black and brown
communities disproportionately
vulnerable during systemic fail-
ures. She added that “this district
deserves a representative that has
been at the forefront of the change
that drastically uplifts and centers
the needs of the most vulnerable
people in our community,” talking
about people who are food and
housing insecure, who can’t afford
quality healthcare, and/or whose
rights at work are being trampled.
Councilor Vidot closed by say-

ing that “we cannot afford to go
back to normal because ‘normal’
means that our communities go
back to living in a world with
high levels of air pollution that
create more respiratory problems,
further exacerbating fatalities as
a result of world-changing events
like the one we face today; or that
they go to bed on an empty stom-
ach, no longer living paycheck to
paycheck, but rather food pantry
to food pantry. We can and we
must do better. This campaign for
state representative will center the
needs of the most affected, not just
by COVID-19, but by the greed of
employers, polluters, and unscru-
pulous landlords. A campaign that
builds on the need to turn to each
other not just during trying times
but every time we see a neighbor
in need.”

Vidot was raised in a union
household, and grew up organiz-
ing with Chelsea’s most vulnerable
youth. She first ran for office in
2015 along with a wave of new-
comers that shocked the politi-
cal establishment in Chelsea, a
majority-minority city. Her tenure
on the Chelsea City Council has
been marked by her leadership on
behalf of the residents of Chelsea
around transportation, housing,
and fairness. As council president,
Vidot worked with the MBTA to
address critical transit concerns
and secured millions of dollars in
transportation stabilization funds.
Her transportation advocacy on
the council happened alongside
her housing affordability work
that included regional housing
affordability solutions.

John Valinch, a Charlestown
resident, shared his thoughts:
« Throughout Damali’s service as
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a mother, Chelsea City Councilor,
community activist, friend, and
artist, she has proven herself to be
a passionate, dynamic, and hard-
working advocate and ally to all
of the communities she so proudly
serves.” Referencing her work to
pass wage theft ordinances and
to clean up Chelsea’s air of jet
fuel from planes coming in and
out of Logan Airport, John added
that “as a Charlestown resident
who cares deeply about our public
health, our shared environment,
bright futures for our youth, creat-
ing a more equitable and inclusive
Commonwealth, and protecting
and advancing good jobs with
dignity for all, T know that Damali
Vidot is the right candidate to lead
the 2nd Suffolk District as State
Representative. In these times of
great uncertainty and transforma-
tion we need a leader with her
demonstrated commitment and
unwavering integrity to be with
us.”

Chelsea resident, Zaida Ismatul
added that « Damali’s leadership
continues to demonstrate a genu-
ine care for the real issues affect-
ing her constituents. Her knowl-
edge, transparency, and advocacy
is among some of the best I have
witnessed in any political figure.
She has earned my trust with her
actions, not just her words.”

Damali Vidot topped the tick-
et in Chelsea for her re-election
campaign in 2019 and is looking
to unseat Rep. Daniel Ryan, who
has served as the 2nd Suffolk’s
representative since his election
in 2014. The Democratic State
Primary, which will decide the
fate of this race, will be held on
Tuesday, September 1, 2020, and
the winner will be on the general
election balloting that will happen
on November 3.
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SHOWING APPRECIATION

The Warren Tavern delivered 200 individually wrapped hot meals to Mass General Hospital on Saturday as a show of appreciation for the health care workers on the front lines. The
restaurant provided a full dinner for the workers, and took it to the front door of the hospital, where security officers took it up to the workers.

“We chose Saturday on the weekend because a lot of the weekend shifts don’t get the food that is being generously provided,” said Kim Mahoney. “We bave so many nurses and medical
professionals that come to the Warren Tavern regularly. We miss them and we had the ability to do this and we felt we should do it.”

She said they plan to also do the same for the Police Station and Fire Stations in Charlestown.

Charlestown infection rates remain low,
though testing levels are lowest in the city

By Seth Daniel

Charlestown still has the fewest
cases of COVID-19 of any neigh-
borhood in Boston, but at the
same time, it has had the fewest
numbers of people tested (by far)
of any neighborhood in Boston.

The Boston Public Health
Commission (BPHC) put out its
weekly neighborhood COVID-
19 data on Friday, with statistics
valid as of April 30 at 2:30 p.m.
In those statistics, Charlestown
had 119 positive cases and an
infection rate of 61.3 per 10,000.
That was the fewest number of
cases in the city, and it was only
behind Fenway (32.2 per 10,000)
and Downtown/Back Bay/Beacon
Hill (53.7 per 10,000). That put
the neighborhood as one of the
least affected purely residential
areas in the city, but there is also
one caveat to that rate.

There haven’t been very many
people in Charlestown tested,
making some wonder if the num-
bers of cases and the rate might
not grow higher if more testing
were conducted.

By leaps and bounds, most
other neighborhoods have had far
more testing conducted. BPHC
data showed that 534 residents
have been tested, with a 21.5
percent rate of positive cases.

That was a very low positive rate,
once again, but most neighbor-
hoods have had far more testing.
The next lowest neighborhood
is Fenway and it has nearly had
twice as many people tested, at
889 tests and a positive rate of
17.2 percent.

Other neighborhood like Hyde
Park have had more than 2,500
tests conducted, and thus have a
lot of cases and a higher infection
rate. East Boston has the highest
positive test rate in the city, at
45.5 percent, but it has tested
2,065 people. No other neighbor-
hood aside from Charlestown and
Fenway have tested fewer than
1,000 residents right now.

City leaders have indicated they
are working on a testing site in
Charlestown, but by press time,
there had been no new informa-
tion shared with the newspaper
about progress on that.

So, while the numbers for
Charlestown remain low, there is
a possibility that the reassuring
numbers could be false security
until much more testing here is
done on the population to know
just how many people really are
infected.

eIn other news from the data
released on Friday, there still is
a skyrocketing infection rate for
older adults citywide in Boston.
For those over 80, the rate is now

495.7 per 10,000. That’s much
higher than even those 70-79,
who logged a rate of 270.8 per
10,000.

The infections rates were all
more than 200 per 10,000 for
those in Boston age 50 and older.

More than one in three
COVID-19 cases were in persons
age 60 and above.

Meanwhile, the rates for young-
er people are very low still, at 20.1
per 10,000 for age 0-19, and 80.1
per 10,000 for those 20-29. The
most cases by number come from
those age 50-59, who account for
17.4 percent of all cases.

Gender-wise, there are actually
more women than men with the
virus, some 49.6 percent being
women and 47.2 percent being
men. However, the infection rate
for men is slightly higher than for
women.

The racial statistics still
show many more Black/African
American residents who have the
virus than any other racial group,
accounting for 29.3 percent of
infections. Whites accounted for
20 percent, and Latino residents
accounted for 14.1 percent, with
Asians logging 2.3 percent of
cases.

Racial data is incomplete
though, with 26.6 percent of
cases having no racial information
available.
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Bunker Hill Associates get grant from Boston Resiliency Fund

By Seth Daniel

The Bunker Hill Associates
reported this week they were the
recipient of a $45,000 grant from
the Boston Resiliency Fund that
will help them continue to deliv-
er groceries to senior citizens in
the community for another six to
eight weeks.

President Maureen Collier and
Past President Kim Mahoney said
they were very happy to have
received the funding, which is care-
fully audited and accounted for.
They said Vice President Jimmy
Lister Jr. looked into the program
for the organization, and realized
they qualified under the category
of providing food to senior citi-
zens. After a thorough application
process, they were approved last
Wednesday, April 29.

“We’re now hitting pretty
much every part of Charlestown
with our deliveries,” said Collier.
“Because this is a delivery and
limits contact and promotes social
distancing, it’s one reason I think
our COVID-19 positive cases have
been low. That shows our seniors
are listening to the mayor and
social distancing and staying at
home. I think this is a big help
for them not having to get gro-
ceries and a big reason these rates
remain so low.

“We’re happy to be doing this
and taking care of the people who
previously took care of us,” she

added. “Its paying it forward.
It’s another example of us coming
together as a community in a time
of crisis.”

Mahoney said having the
funding, in addition to the online
restaurant raffle that was deemed
a success late last month, they can
continue on through the quaran-
tine with deliveries.

“This says a lot of what the
mayor thinks of our organiza-
tion,” she said. “The mayor has
been there every step of the way
and he appreciates we are on the
frontlines as a non-profit organi-
zation helping residents who need
to stay inside. This will enable us
to continue the program another
six to eight weeks. With this fund-
ing and the restaurant raffle fund-
ing, we’re really going to have a
big impact on the neighborhood.”

Mayor Martin Walsh and the
Boston Resiliency Fund Steering
Committee on April 29 announced
the distribution of an additional
$1.4 million in funds to support
18 organizations that provide
critical services and support to
residents, vulnerable populations,
and Boston families whose wellbe-
ing is most immediately impacted
by the COVID-19 public health
emergency.

That round of funding was
aimed at providing continued sup-
port for several causes, includ-
ing organizations working to give
support for home-bound elders.

To date, including this most
recent funding award, the Boston
Resiliency Fund has distributed
$15.2 million in 96 emergency
grants to 165 organizations.

“During these hard times, we’re
working to ensure that every per-
son in Boston has access to the
care and support they need,”
said Mayor Walsh. “Through
the Boston Resiliency Fund, we
are supporting local efforts of all
scales - from large citywide oper-
ations to our community-based
organizations, all of which are
providing critical services to res-
idents. With this funding, we
are allocating resources that will
allow organizations to bolster
their operations and keep resi-
dents working, moving our city
forward for everyone.”

The deliveries have been hap-
pening bi-weekly using the Baldor
Food Company of Chelsea - a
wholesale food company. The
Associates are able to choose the
grocery list they want and sched-
ule deliveries. With the new fund-
ing, it will mean very welcomed
oversight of the program, both
said.

“There’s going to be an audit at
the end of the year and you have
to have your checks and balances
in place,” said Mahoney. “I like
that and it speaks to the level of
integrity we have in our organi-
zation.”

North Washington Street Bridge
(Charlestown Bridge) Construction Look-Ahead:

North  Washington  Street
Bridge (Charlestown Bridge)
Construction Look-Ahead: May
3-16

TRAVEL IMPACTS

¢OVERNIGHT LANE
REDUCTIONS: Overnight lane
reductions in both directions will
continue during weeknights from
9 p.m. — 5 a.m. At least one lane
across the bridge and all turn
movements will be available.

eN. WASHINGTON STREET
INBOUND: Off-peak daytime
lane reductions across the bridge
and additional lane reductions at
Keany Square will continue. One
lane across the bridge and all turn
movements will be available from
10 a.m.-2 p.m. on weekdays.

eN. WASHINGTON STREET
OUTBOUND: Off-peak daytime
lane reductions will continue
across the bridge to City Square.
One lane across the bridge and all
turn movements will be available

from 7 a.m.-2 p.m. on weekdays.

DESCRIPTION
OF SCHEDULED WORK

eConstruction of the tem-
porary pedestrian and vehicle
bridge includes installing, bridge
assembly, lead abatement, drain-
age work, and welding of bridge
spans, supports, guard rails, and
light poles.

WORK HOURS

eDaytime (6 a.m.—4 p.m.) on
weekdays and overnight (9 p.m.=5
a.m.)

eFrom 5/14 - 5/16, crews will
work 24 hours a day, to install the
temporary bridge fender system in
the Charles River. The period of
24-hour work on the fender sys-
tem is anticipated to run approxi-
mately 30 days.

WORK THAT HAS BEEN
COMPLETED

eFurther construction of the
temporary pedestrian and vehicle
bridge. Completion of the utility

bridge.

PEDESTRIANS AND
CYCLISTS

The bridge’s eastern sidewalk
is open and available to all pedes-
trians and cyclists with crossings
at both Keany and City Squares.
Please be advised that the DCR-
controlled Charlestown locks can
provide another alternate route
but may close without warning.
Closures are beyond control of
this project. During Tudor Wharf
walkway closures, pedestrian
access will be provided via the
Wiater Street underpass and guid-
ance signage will be provided.

The contractor is coordinating
with the TD Garden and local
police to provide awareness and
manage traffic impacts during
events. For your awareness, there
will be no events at the TD Garden
during this look ahead schedule.

NEW Health Charlestown Starts
Contact Tracing of COVID-19

Staff Report

Under the leadership of Gov.
Charlie Baker, a collaboration
between the Department of Public
Health and the global organiza-
tion, Partners in Health, was cre-
ated to stop silent and community
spread of COVID-19.

NEW Health will lead efforts
in Charlestown to find every close
contact of a person with COVID-
19, test every contact found to
have symptoms and support every
case and contact to safely isolate/
quarantine for 14 days.

A case is a COVID-19 patient
with a positive result performed by
the CDC, MA State Public Health
Lab, MGH Lab, Quest Diagnostics
and any other approved clinical
and commercial labs. A contact is
any person who has been exposed

to a suspect, probable, or con-
firmed case of COVID-19 and has
been within six feet of a COVID-
19 patient for a prolonged period
of time. A close contact also could
have had direct contact with infec-
tious secretions of a COVID-19
case such as being coughed on.

Partners in Health has hired
and trained professional staff from
NEW Health to conduct the calls
and interviews. They are all pro-
ficient in many languages and can
assist in helping contacts access
testing sites and care.

For more information, please
contact Luisa Siniscalchi, Case
Investigator at 857-238-1176. If
we are going to contain this pan-
demic, we need everyone who is
called to cooperate. Let’s work as
a community in unity to end this
disease!

NEW Health staff training to conduct contact tracing at the health cen-

ter.

0rg.

Public Notice

Smart Choices Funding Available

Massachusetts General Hospital announces availability of funding for “Smart
Choices for Charlestown” for 2020. The program is designed to help Charlestown
organizations meet the health and human service needs of the community. Funding
will be awarded to organizations serving the Charlestown community.

Information on how to apply on-line will be posted on https://www.massgeneral.
org/community-health/cchi/community-health-associates ,by early May. If you have
not applied for Smart Choices funds in the past and would like to receive notice of
when applications are open, please email Maria Doherty at mdohertyO@partners.

The deadline for submission is 12:00 Noon on Monday, June 15, 2020.
Incomplete applications or applications received after this deadline will not be eligi-
ble for funding. Awardees will be notified of decisions in July.

If you have any questions or need more information, please contact Maria
Doherty at 781-485-6134 of MGH Community Health Associates
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Re-inventing Education: BPS Remote Learning Plan
starts this week, many elements will remain in the future

sethdanlel E@
-H y

By Seth Daniel

With more than 40,000
ChromeBooks now delivered and
in the hands of students all over
Boston, Supt. Brenda Cassellius
told the media Boston Public
Schools (BPS) are ready to roll
out Phase 2 of remote learning
that will play out until the end of
the school term in June.

That plan will also be bol-
stered by robust summer learning
opportunities provided by BPS
and many community partners
throughout the city.

“We know the last month has
been really, really hard on our
families our teachers and our
staff,” she said. “We want to
bring back some predictability in
the next plan. Phase 2 of remotely
learning is what we hope it will be
until the end of the year.”

One thing they are hoping the
new Phase 2 home learning pro-
gram will bring is a standard
across the city in every school with
more uniform expectations. One
complaint over the last month has
been that some schools came up
with a very robust, fun and chal-
lenging curriculum very fast with
daily assignments. Meanwhile,
other schools struggled to simply
contact families and provide sim-
ple instructions.

“This will bring more pre-
dictability because we created
structured learning,” she said.
“We also have master schedules
so there are no duplicate times
scheduled...Some were reporting
they had two classes at the same
exact time. This schedule should
clear that up.”

The general flow for the online
day will be from 9 to noon in the
mornings, with a one-hour lunch
break, and then back to work
from 1-4 p.m. However, different
schools have structured their time
with some variation — particularly
by grade level. The idea, she said,

Keep the nation in peak
condition. Learn to be
a mechanic in the Army
National Guard and receive
money for college.

[-800-GO-GUARD * www. |-800-GO-GUARD.com

mostly with that timeframe is to
provide a little more structure
than has been provided so far.

The Boston Teacher’s Union
(BTU) has an agreement with BPS
in a memorandum to their con-
tract to provide at least three
hours of synchronous (Google
Classroom/non-live) learning per
day, and one hour of a-synchro-
nous (live classes, face-to-face)
learning per day.

Teachers across the district are
being asked to differentiate their
students by using information
they already have gleaned from
September through March - prior
to COVID-19 closures. That will
result in three tiers of instruction.
Tier 1 will be general instruc-
tion, with live classes and Google
Classroom postings and recorded
videos. Some students will need
no more than that. However, Tier
2 will involve students who need
interventions in subject matter,
supports or are struggling with
material. They can be helped in
one-on-one meetings or in small
group meetings with the teacher
or a specialist. Meanwhile, Tier
3 will be students who have not
signed into online school or the
teacher cannot contact.

Attendance will be differ-
ent, and will be done in K-§
by classroom teachers, and done
in grades 6-12 by subject mat-
ter. Attendance will be counted
if a student attends a face-to-face
class and checks in appropriate-
ly, or if they successfully turned
in homework and assignments —
even if they didn’t participate in
the live classes.

For the senior class — the Class
of 2020 - Cassellius said they
have something very special in the
works, but are not able to release
the full plan yet.

“We’ve been spending a lot of
time talking with our students,
our teachers and out headmas-
ters about this,” she said. “They

would like to have in-person grad-
uations because it’s a major part
of the year and a huge milestone.
Right now, it’s not fully ready.
We have said we’re committed to
doing something very special dis-
trict-wide for the Class of 2020.”

She said it will be something
that is in conjunction with outside
partners in the city. It will include
a commencement with entertain-
ment, signing and other special
touches. It will be announced
soon, she said.

Moreover, she said what they
have learned overall is that educa-
tion — maybe more than the other
parts of life — will be radically
changed. The trial by fire tran-
sition to technology will change
how parent-teacher conferences
are held, how classroom space is
allocated, and how parent engage-
ment is handled.

“I think right now we are rein-
venting education,” she said. “We
are learning so much from this
process. It presents such an incred-
ible opportunity to learn and inno-
vate. We’re going to be 1-to-1
with technology. The way we
now engage with our community

BPS Supt. Brenda Cassellius on a call with the media last Friday
explaining how the district’s Remote Learning Plan will roll out this
week, a Phase 2 of learning from home. It is expected to provide more
predictability, more challenge to students and also — she said - it is here

to stay.

and parents is going to probably
expand...What is here is to stay.”

Meanwhile, BPS officials said
they would be offering a robust
learning experience during the
summer, doubling their normal
offerings with community partners
like the Private Industry Council
and others. That will help students

who want to continue on to catch
up or to not fall backward — which
is going to be inevitable.

“We are prepared to offer a
lot of summer learning experienc-
es,” said Lindsa Mclntyre of the
BPS leadership team. “We plan on
doubling what we normally do.”

CHARLESTOWN BEAT

POLICE/COMMUNITY MEETING: Meet the police & discuss public safety issues on the last Wednesday of every month at the police
station, 20 Vine Street, at 6:00 p.m., 2nd floor, community room. POLICE RELATED INFO: Contact the District A-1 Community Service

Office at 617-343-4627.

Warrant

04/27/2020 - As a result of a
motor vehicle stop on Walford
Way, an individual was placed
under arrest for a Charlestown
Court warrant charging breaking
end entering of a motor vehicle.

Breaking end Entering - Motor
Vehicle
04/27/2020 - A victim on Polk

Street reported unknown sus-
pect(s) smashed the rear passen-
ger’s side window of his car and
stole an Apple watch.

Larceny

05/01/2020 - A victim on
Third Avenue reported unknown
suspect(s) stole both New Jersey
license plates from his motor vehi-
cle.

Larceny

05/01/202 — A victim on Cordis
Street reports unknown person(s)
entered her motor vehicle and stole
her wallet that contained various
credit cards. The motor vehicle
was unlocked at the time of the

theft.

Real Estate Transfers

BUYER 1

SELLER 1

ADDRESS

Holmes, Peter E Dears, Roland D 47 8th St #4211
Sullivan, Lauren N 6-Bartlett Street RT 6-8 Bartlett St #4
Abramson, Jeremy Ingle, Robin R 1 Seminary St #2

PRICE
$514,000
$685,000
$1,326,000

A.

Gntiny Elite

253 Main St. ¢ Charlestown ® 617-241-5566
www.c21elite.com

Sales ¢ Rentals ¢ Free Market Analysis
Certified Buyer Agents
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Critical spring season cancelled for Charlestown Lacrosse program

By Seth Daniel

Mark lacrosse as another casu-
alty of 2020, as the COVID-19
virus has bulldozed just about
every youth sport and community
activity on the docket this spring
and early summer.

Charlestown Lacrosse and
Learning Center has been a stal-
wart of after-school programming
and, most importantly, youth
sports in the spring — a sport that
has become extremely popular in
the Town between hockey and
basketball seasons and baseball

and softball seasons.

But this week Director Reed
Catlin said they have unfortunate-
ly had to cancel the spring season,
and while they have smaller pro-
grams at other times of the year,
spring is their major time to play
competitively.

“Qur spring season is cancelled
for both the boys and girls pro-
grams,” he said. “There is not
really summer or fall youth leagues
either. We do a little fall ball and
other things, but it’s a spring sport
only.”

fully at when things open up in
the Commonwealth and whether
or not there are some chances to
get Sunday games in, or maybe a
short jamboree tournament so it
isn’t a total loss — but that is still
uncertain.

“Like out leagues, we are wait-
ing to see if things open up,”
he said. “If they do and things
are allowed, we would try to do
something. It would be ad hoc. If
we’re allowed and there is noth-
ing scheduled, we’d grab teams
and play some friendly games. But
we have to be careful with that.

For e

oWarren-Prescott School Dates:
School has been canceled for the remainder
of the year.

eHarvard-Kent School Dates:
School has been canceled for the remainder
of the year.

BOSTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS:

Free breakfast and lunch will be provided
throughout the school closure.

Meal Distribution sites in Charlestown and
the North End:

eCharlestown High School -240 Medford St,
8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

eKennedy Center - 55 Bunker Hill St, 8 a.m.
- noon

*BCYF Nazzaro - 30 N Bennet St. (North
End), 9 a.m. - noon

¢CONSTRUCTION

Due to the public health emergency caused
by the spread of COVID-19, Mayor Walsh
announced that he is extending the City of
Boston’s order to pause non-essential construc-
tion for City of Boston permitted sites. The
initial order announced on March 16 was set
for 14 days and will now continue until further
notice.

From the May 7 Council Ways and Means
Committee Budget Working Session (via Zoom
online meeting):

*10 a.m. The focus of this hearing is the
FY21 Budgets for the Public Works Department
(PWD) and the Transportation Department
(BTD).

¢2 p.m. The focus of this hearing is the FY21
Budgets for the Library Department (BPL) and
Boston Centers for Youth & Families (BCYF).
This hearing will also cover the BCYF revolving
fund.

*4 p.m. The focus of this hearing is the FY21
Budget for Youth Engagement & Employment
(YEE).

From the May 7 Public Tree Removal Virtual
hearing, 10:30 a.m.:

The request is for the removal of one linden
tree measuring 14 inches dbh (diameter at
breast height) due to a request for a curb cut at

He said they are looking care-

Record

99 Elm Street.

The hearing will be held by the City of
Boston’s Tree Warden (or designee). Please note
that due to the current pandemic the hearing
will be a virtual meeting via ZOOM. Wrritten
comments or questions may be submitted
to parks@boston.govprior to the hearing.

From the May 11 Council Ways and Means
Committee Budget Working Session (via Zoom
online meeting):

*11 a.m. The focus of this working ses-
sion is the Police Department (BPD), the Fire
Department (BFD), Emergency Medical Services
(BEMS), the Boston Public Health Commission
(BPHC), and BPD revolving funds.

From the May 12 Council Ways and Means
Committee Budget Working Session (Via Zoom
online meeting):

10 a.m. The focus of this hearing is the FY21
Budget for the Department of Neighborhood
Development (DND).

2 p.m. The focus of this hearing is the FY21
Budget for the Office of Economic Development
(OED). This hearing will also cover the Boston
Equity Fund.

From the

May 12, 5:30 p.m.,
Council COMMITTEE ON
PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT, AND

TRANSPORTATION hearing, via Zoom:
Implementing changes for safe streets during
and after the COVID-19 pandemic.

eHOW TO REPORT A PROBLEM
PROPERTY

Since taking office in 2014, Mayor Walsh
has made fixing quality of life issues a priority
in his administration. From investing in Public
Works to making sure community policing is a
staple in every neighborhood, we are making
sure every neighborhood is clean, safe and a
great place to live and work in. Unfortunately
some properties in Boston need more help than
others, and that’s why we are here. If you know
of a property that fits one of the following cri-
teria: multiple calls to 911, one that’s blighted
or just a general concern, we encourage you to
reach out to your neighborhood liaison.

We don’t want cases to flare up
because we wanted to get a fourth
grade lacrosse game in over the
summer. In the grand scheme of
things, there are more important
priorities.”

That said, if there is a chance,
Catlin said he’s interested in hav-
ing a two-hour clinic on a Sunday
for players that are interested, and
to provide something when there
is no Little League or softball - not
wanting to interrupt their seasons.

“I don’t think we’d push for
lacrosse in a time that usually
isn’t lacrosse season,” he said,
noting that many lacrosse play-
ers also play fall soccer, baseball,
softball or football. Lacrosse in
Charlestown is typically complet-
ed in mid-June about the same
time as the end of the regular
school term.

Finance-wise, many youth
sports programs are in flux all

CLASSIFIED
SECTION

HELP SOBER
WEANTED HOUSING
MARINA MAINTENANCE ~~ Sober Housing Accommo-

(Boston): Looking for @~ dations
full time person with: 5 Safe and sober housing
010 years of general accommodations for men

and women available now
in Revere, East Boston
and Lynn. Call today 617-

marina maintenance
and dock repair,
Welding, Steel cutfing,

Boat operator, Fork 610-0053 or visit www.

fruck, Crane license and ~ americasober.com

rigging. Benefits include:

Medical, IRA & Vacafion. ————————

Send experience/resume LOOKING FOR Great Re-

fo:peter@bosport.com sults? Call our classified

5/20 department. Call 781-
485-0588 or fax the ad

BUILDING
FOR SALE

REVERE

Great Location

2 Store Fronts 1 4BR Apt.
5 open Pkg. spofs

to 781-485-1403

* 123

APTS. FOR
RENT

Revere, 3 bdrm 1t fl apt.
Large kitchen, livrm &

2]975 [;gg 3027M master bdrm, charming
woodwork & high
ceilings. $2,400. Sect. 8
TSI weame, 85731221
over 50,000 readers.

REVERE ,BEACHMONT
- 5RM, 3BR, 2BA, LR,
Kit, Laundry in bldg. 10

Call 781-485-0588 or
fax the ad to 781-485-

103 min. walk o Beachmont
S T & ocean. 5 min. walk
SELLING YOUR AUTO? o bus. Heat & HW incl.

Call for our 4 week $2250. 339-224-3835
speciall Call 781485 5/27
0588.

over America, but Catlin said
they have built up enough of a
Rainy Day Fund to sustain the
organization through the pan-
demic. He said he also isn’t too
worried about losing existing
players who have made lacrosse
part of the ebb and flow of their
athletic routine.

He is concerned there might
be some loss of players who had
signed up for the first time, and
maybe won’t be interested next
time around.

“The bigger worry for us is the
first year player that signed up
this year and was excited to try
something new,” he said. “Who
know if they’ll have that same
excitement nest year? There’s
really not much we can do about
that... There could be a little dip
in our numbers next year, but
I really don’t see that as a big
problem.”

As for the Learning Center in
Memorial Hall on Green Street,
they are beginning to ramp up
an online curriculum. He said
that has been a tough lift as the
Learning Center has thrived on
individual instruction and atten-
tion to students looking to get
help or tutoring from the staff.
Doing such things online has not
been as easy, but they are adapt-
ing quickly.

“As always, the Learning
Center is open to anyone,” he
said. “It’s tough really because
we’re a place where kids would
go and we worked closely with
the kids. The part that was really
important was building learning
relationships with the students.
We’ll see how that works on
Zoom.”

Mammograms

Save Lives.

All women over 40 should
have a mammogram once a
year. Breast cancer found
early offers the best chance
to be cured. Free or low cost
mammograms are available.

For more information and
answers to any of your cancer
questions, contact us any time,

day or night.
WwWw.cancer.org Armercan
1.800.ACS.2345 % Cur
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Charlestown nonprofits set to
receive $420,00 from grants

By Dan Murphy

The  city’s  Community
Preservation Committee made its
recommendation for the distribu-
tion of its fiscal 20 funding, which
includes grants totaling $420,000
to two Charlestown nonprofits,
during a virtual meeting Tuesday.

The Kennedy Family Services
Center is set to receive a $400,000
Historic Preservation grant while
the USS Constitution Museum in
the Navy Yard is earmarked for
a $40,000 Historic Preservation
Grant for its sprinkler relocation
project, said Chris Cook, the city’s
chief of environment, energy and
open spaces.

The projected completion
dates for the Kennedy Center and
the Constitution Museum projects
are 2022 and the winter of 2021,
respectively, Cook said.

In all, the CPC’s recommend-
ed Community Preservation
Funds for fiscal 20 amount to
$24,309,000, and include nine
Affordable Housing applications
totaling $15,750,000; 16 Historic
Preservation applications totaling
$3,440,000; and 15 Recreational
Space and Open Space applica-
tions totaling $5,119,000.

Mayor Martin Walsh still must
sign off on the recommended allo-
cation of funding.

Boston voters approved the
Community Preservation Act by
voting “yes” on Ballot Question
5 in November of 2016, and
the city subsequently created the
Community Preservation Fund,
which is funded in part by a
1-percent property tax-based sur-
charge on residential and business
property tax bills and took effect
in July of 2017.

NEIGHBORHOOD RouND Up

TUTORING &
HOMEWORK HELP:
NOW AVAILABLE
ONLINE!

The Charlestown Lacrosse &
Learning Center is offering socially
distant homework help and tutor-
ing to ALL students that may need
a little help navigating the virtual
learning space this semester. For
more information, please email
to Reed at cllcexecutivedirector@
gmail.com

FREE WELLNESS
FOR HEALTH CARE
PROVIDERS

ASANA Charlestown is now
offering free live-streamed Yoga,
Meditation, and Barre classes to
Health Care Providers. The virtual
studio’s aim is to offer a new way
for people to sustain their wellness
practices from home. If you or
someone you know would like
more information on this initia-
tive, please visit www.asanacha-
rlestown.com/health-care.

HARVEST ON VINE
FOOD PANTRY APPEAL

The Food Pantry has had a
great need for cereal to include
in its distribution. At this time
donations of all non-perishable
foods are also greatly appreciated.
Donations drops are: Food Pantry,
49 Vine St. (Hayes Square), The
Cooperative Bank - 201 Main St.
or the Parish Center - 46 Winthrop
St. (by the Training Field). Or
donate by sending checks to:

Harvest on Vine, Parish Center, 46
Winthrop St., Charlestown, MA
02129. They are also looking for
volunteers to assist with distribu-
tion. For more information, call
Tom MacDonald 617-990-7314.

DAILY VIRTUAL TOURS
OF USS CONSTITUTION

USS Constitution is hosting
daily live tours via Facebook Live
at 10 a.m. At this time, no Sailors
assigned to USS Constitution
have tested positive for COVID-
19, and USS Constitution is fol-
lowing all preventative guidance
from the Centers for Disease
Control (CDC), Department of the
Defense and Navy leadership. At
this time, USS Constitution’s crew
has hosted 20 virtual tours, and
they have been viewed by more
than 500,000 people. The virtual
tours are available at www.face-
book.com/ussconstitutionofficial.
During the virtual tours, the ship’s
active-duty Sailors take viewers
through the ship, to include several
areas normally closed to the pub-
lic, and provide an opportunity
to ask live questions. The USS
Constitution Museum serves as
the memory and educational voice
of USS Constitution by collecting,
preserving, and interpreting the
stories of “Old Ironsides” and
those associated with her. To serve
students and the public who are
working remotely, the Museum is
providing complimentary access
to additional content on its digital
platforms. For more information,
Visit WWw.usscm.org,.

Residents warned of scammers looking
to hijack COVID-19 stimulus checks

With millions of people out
of work and hoping to receive
COVID-19 stimulus checks, the
BPD and FBI are warning com-
munity members to be leery and
wary of scammers seeking per-
sonal information either through
email or phone calls as a precon-
dition for any federal aid. To be
clear, the US government is not
sending emails or making phone
calls asking for any individual’s
personal information in exchange
for federal aid. Sadly, while the
large majority of law-abiding citi-
zens are looking for ways to help,
scammers are looking for ways
to use the COVID-19 pandemic
to steal your money, your per-
sonal information, or both. Don’t
let them. Protect yourself and do
your research before clicking on
links purporting to provide infor-
mation on the virus; donating to
a charity online or through social
media; contributing to a crowd-
funding campaign; purchasing
products online; or giving up your
personal information in order to
receive money or other benefits.

In addition to the above, the
FBI advises you to be on the look-

out for the following:

eFake CDC Emails:

Watch out for emails claiming
to be from the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) or
other organizations claiming to
offer information on the virus. Do
not click links or open attachments
you do not recognize. Fraudsters
can use links in emails to deliv-
er malware to your computer to
steal personal information or to
lock your computer and demand
payment. Be wary of websites and
apps claiming to track COVID-19
cases worldwide. Criminals are
using malicious websites to infect
and lock devices until payment is
received.

ePhishing Emails:

Look out for phishing emails
asking you to verify your personal
information in order to receive an
economic stimulus check from the
government. While talk of eco-
nomic stimulus checks has been
in the news cycle, government
agencies are not sending unsolic-
ited emails seeking your private
information in order to send you
money. Phishing emails may also
claim to be related to:

*Charitable contributions

*General financial relief

* Airline carrier refunds

*Fake cures and vaccines

*Fake testing kits

eCounterfeit Treatments or
Equipment:

Be cautious of anyone selling
products that claim to prevent,
treat, diagnose, or cure COVID-
19. Be alert to counterfeit products
such as sanitizing products and
Personal Protective Equipment
(PPE), including N95 respirator
masks, goggles, full face shields,
protective gowns, and gloves.

More info on unapproved or
counterfeit PPE can be found
at www.cdc.gov/niosh.

In addition to filing a
report with the Boston Police
Department, victims are also
encouraged to report suspicious
activity through the FBI’s Internet
Crime Complaint Center at www.
ic3.gov.

Lastly, if someone knocks on
your door or rings your bell claim-
ing a need to enter your home or
see personal information, do not
allow them entry and call 9-1-1
immediately.

BPDA welcomes Brian Miller as newest member of Board

Staff Report

The Boston Planning &
Development Agency (BPDA) last
week announced Brian Miller as
the newest member of the BPDA
Board. A resident of South Boston,
Miller is a financial advisor at
Morgan Stanley, and founder of
The Miller Group at Morgan
Stanley which advises local organi-
zations on their retirement plans.

Miller was appointed to the
BPDA Board by Governor Charlie
Baker.

“I am pleased to welcome
Brian Miller to the BPDA Board.
Already an active member of the
Boston community, Brian brings a
strong understanding of the City’s
landscape as well as decades of

financial knowledge and experi-
ence to this position,” said Mayor
Martin J. Walsh. “He will help
us build on our work to plan for
a future that is inclusive for all
Bostonians.”

“Brian Miller has contribut-
ed years of dedicated service to
his community and the City of
Boston,” said Governor Charlie
Baker. “He is well-qualified to
serve as a member of the BPDA
Board, and I am pleased to offer
his appointment.”

For ten years, Miller served
on the Laboure Center Advisory
Board and co-chaired the orga-
nization’s Capital Campaign. He
was a founding trustee and finance
chair of the Boston Collegiate
Charter School, and former presi-
dent of the South Boston Residents

Group. He also served as finance
chair for Congressman Stephen
E Lynch. Miller currently serves
on the South Boston Catholic
Academy School Board.

“T want to thank Mayor Walsh,
BPDA Director Brian Golden, and
Governor Baker for this opportu-
nity,” said Miller. “I am excited to
join my fellow Board Members to
help create new jobs, affordable
housing opportunities, open space
and more for Boston residents.”

As the official agency body, the
BPDA Board votes on all final
determinations and agreements at
the agency. The BPDA Board will
only act on final project approvals
following an extensive communi-
ty vetting and stakeholder review
process led by BPDA staff.

SERVICE DIRECTORY

JOHN J. RECCA
;( PAINTING \!

Interior/Exterior
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured
Quality Work
Reasonable Rates

Free Estimates
reccapainting@hotmail.com

781-241-2454

Licensed & insured

Complete electrical services
www.johnpmchughelectric.com

Jmchugh447@gmail.com
617-320-7703

Ryan
Masonry

Chimneys ° Fireplaces
Cellar Floors * Restoration
French Drains * Repointing

Free Estimates, Lic. & Ins.

Local References

Phil - 61'7-230-3490
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Banking relationships were important in getting federal loans

By Seth Daniel

Finding success in the feder-
al Paycheck Protection Plan
(PPP) from the Small Business
Administration (SBA) seemingly
had a lot to do with where busi-
nesses were located, and the rela-
tionship they had with their bank
— particularly a bank more tied to
the community.

With the second round of
the PPP now underway, several
researchers from Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT)
have been looking closely at who
received the funding and why they
got it.

A group of researchers, some
from MIT, found interesting
results particularly when it came
to banking relationships and big
vs. small banks. They published
their findings in a paper on April
25 that came out late last week.

Researchers Christos Makridis
said they found nationwide that
funds tended to flow to areas
less hard hit, and they found that
loans were not made by bigger
bands with the same frequency.
The paper reported the top four
banks that normally account for

36 percent of pre-PPP SBA loans
only dispersed about 3 percent of
all PPP loans.

“Areas that were significantly
more exposed to low-PPP banks
received much lower loan allo-
cations,” read an abstract of the
paper. “As data become available,
we will study employment and
establishment responses to the pro-
gram and the impact of PPP sup-
port on the economic recovery.”

Makridis said they found the
relationship with banks helped
those seeking loans for their busi-
nesses, and perhaps smaller banks
were better at that.

“While many businesses had a
prior relationship with a bank, the
quality of that relationship means
a lot,” he said. “If you’re frequent-
ly going to the bank for loans
or doing a lot of business with
a bank, that matters...In other
words, if you’re in an area that
tends to have local banking rela-
tionships, then you were more like-
ly to benefit from that. You could
be a small business that doesn’t
use that bank often, but if you’re
located near one of those banks,
you could benefit as a consequence
of that.”

" NOW
HIRING!

S, HOMECARE

WIRIGRACE

OWN CAR

YRS. EXPERIENCE, OWN CAR

\ HOMECAREWITHGRACE.COM

- RN REQ., 3-5

- LICSW REQ.,
FOR DETAILS & T0 APPLY VISIT

W: 617-207-9322 y

He said big banks might not
have had the infrastructure set up
to be able scale their business to
that level, setting up the infrastruc-
ture to reach out and get loans
processed for small businesses.

Daniel Forte, president of the
Mass Bankers Association, said
they have found in Massachusetts
— where a good many loans were
given out — that all banks kind of
struggled with the program.

“Anecdotally, Ive heard big
banks and small banks struggled
with this,” he said. “Community
banks specialize in small business
lending though. Big banks do it,
but small banks claim to fame is
serving small business. When you
had a good customer that knew
the rules and the bank knew them,
it was easier. It’s not favoritism
but it’s only natural for customers
of banks who know them already
will have the wherewithal to get
information in there and get it
processed at the front of the line
and get the money out.”

That said, there are no definite
statistics in the state that big or
small banks did better, he said,
unlike in other parts of the coun-
try. About 60 percent of the loans
came from the banks with under
$10 billion in assets and 40 percent
came from banks over $10 billion.

That, he said, speaks to the fact
that Massachusetts banks worked

very hard for their customers, and
came in as one of the top 10 states
for lending — even though the sec-
ond part of the program is still
going.

So far, in the second round of
PPP, the state has seen 49,000
loans for a total of $4.4 billion. In
Round 1 of PPP, there were 47,000
loans for a total of $10.4 billion.

The average loan nationwide
was $79,000, which Forte said he
interprets as meaning most of the
money went into the right hands -
small businesses.

But getting in those hands was
the meat of the story.

When the first round of the
program ran out of money, Forte
said Massachusetts banks had $1
billion of PPP loans still sitting on
desks without an answer — in the
queue. He said the SBA created a
major headache for banks by cut-
ting off applications until Congress
passed the second round.

“They should have allowed
banks to keep taking applications,
time and date stamp them, gave
them loan numbers and continue
on with the first come, first served
and get them ready for processing
when round two was approved,”
he said. “Everyone knew they
were going to approve the second
round. They shouldn’t have cut off
the application process.”

That decision, he said, let

the many bank officials say-
ing Monday, April 27, was the
worst day of their banking career.
When the floodgates opened at 10
a.m. per the SBA order, it was a
catastrophe for bankers — many of
whom had brought in full staffs to
try to get ahead.

There was none of that, and
little worked well.

“It was like the Oklahoma land
rush,” he said. “The pistol was
shot and half of the contestants
ran over each other and only a few
got in.”

However, he said the SBA was,
and has been, good at making
changes and tweaks to get the PPP
program on track when there are
hitches. That harkens back to his
original message weeks ago to be
patient.

“In essence they processed 19
years of small business loans in 18
calendar days,” he said. “That’s
amazing. SBA started adapting
and culled the batch applications.
By Tuesday late afternoon banks
were moving along at 50 percent
capacity.”

By last Friday at the close of
business, there were $176 billion
out of the $310 billion used in
the program. Forte said as long as
there is money, he still encourages
small business to apply.

Construction return in Boston
to be incremental through May

By Seth Daniel

Angell is Open!

Providing Essential
Veterinary Services

issues. 617-522-7282

call 617-524-5700.

9 angell

animal medical center

angell.org

EMERGENCY SERVICES & URGENT CARE Boston & Waltham
are open 24/7. Our primary care & specialty services are
available for patients with non-life threatening but urgent

ON-SITE SPECIALTY CONSULTS & TELEMEDICINE Most of
Angell’s specialists are available to consult on your pet’s case
while your pet is at Angell or to facilitate phone or video
appointments. Visit angell.org.

PHARMACY Prescriptions for Angell patients are

available by curbside pick-up or mail (shipping fees apply).
Submit prescription requests at angell.org/pharmacy or

REFERRAL SERVICES We are now welcoming a
limited number of referral cases in Boston & Waltham.

please visit angell.org/COVID

Angell Animal Medical Center | 350 S. Huntington Ave, Boston | 617-522-7282
MSPCA-Angell West | 293 Second Ave, Waltham | 781-902-8400

For more information,

or call 617-522-7282.

The Walsh Administration is
sending out a set of timelines this
week as preliminary guidance to
construction companies as to how
essential construction projects will
return throughout the month of
May.

Since April 27, all construction
sites allowed to work have had to
submit a COVID-19 work plan,
which is the same method being
used for state construction projects
as well. City officials in the letter
said they are evaluating how that
has gone and are looking to broad-
en who can work.

“This effectiveness of, and com-
pliance with the policy will contin-
ue to be evaluated as the City looks
to broaden its categories of allowed
construction work to further align
with the Commonwealth,” read
the letter. “Now that the COVID-
19 Safety Policy for Construction
has been implemented, and current
construction is in compliance with
the new mandates, the City will
incrementally expand its categories

of allowed construction to further
align with the broader categories
of construction defined as essential
by the State.”

The timeline actually began on
Tuesday, May 5. At that time,
all essential projects with filed
COVID plans were able to begin
preparing their sites for the proper
safety measures.

However, on May 18, they are
considering allowing construction
on essential sites to begin again if
they are permitted, have a COVID
plan and are prepared to imple-
ment that plan safely. The return
to work on May 18 will be for
construction on hospitals, public
schools, residential buildings [1-3
units], road and utility work, or
other outdoor/open air-work such
as steel erection, roofing and con-
structing foundations.

Then on May 26, the City will
allow the construction activities to
commence using safety plans.

“This incremental approach
will provide the time necessary to
allow complex, large-scale devel-
opment an opportunity to educate
their workforce, safely remobilize

and implement their site-specific
Safety Plan,” read the letter.

The enforcement of the return
to construction will be done by
the Department of Public Works
and the Inspectional Services
Department. They will monitor
safety plan. Any contractor that
doesn’t comply could have a sus-
pension of work, or could get a
permit revoked.

The letter stressed that worker
safety will be first, and that Mayor
Martin Walsh has partnered with
a Boston hospital to do testing of
construction workers.

“As essential construction activ-
ities commence, the City will con-
tinue to focus on the health and
well-being of Boston residents,
worker protections and the safety
of Boston construction sites,” read
the letter. “To further ensure safety
of essential work, Mayor Martin J.
Walsh has partnered with the Tufts
Medical Center to provide testing
services for the industry at the
Tufts COVID-19 Screening Clinic
at the Josiah Quincy Elementary
School located...in Chinatown.”



