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S-P-E-L-L-I-N-G BEE TIME

Kindergartner Leo Frattaroli eagerly awaits his next
word at the Warren-Prescott School Spelling Bee on
Thursday, Feb. 13. Frattaroli ended up winning his

grade level Bee, while seven other students also won
the school contest. See Page 7 for more photos.

Photo by Seth Daniel

Photo by Seth Daniel

With the Spelling Bee trophy in front of her, Harvard-
Kent Bee winner Joyce Hau gets ready to spell on of
the words on her way to the winner’s circle. The run-
ner-up was Weitao Chen. Out of 30 spellers compet-
ing, Hau — a fifth-grader - won the honors of moving
on to the Citywide Spelling Bee next month in the

Copley Square Library. See Page 6 for more photos.

Urban Renewal meeting will be
about listening, talking about results

By Seth Daniel

Saving the best for last, the
long-awaited Charlestown Urban
Renewal review meeting has been
scheduled for Feb. 27, and will
be led by Charlestown’s Chris
Breen — who has been conducting
Urban Renewal meetings all over
the city for the Boston Planning
and Development Agency (BPDA)
during the past year.

The exercise is to evaluate
Urban Renewal in preparation for
the expiration of the current exten-
sion, which was granted in 2016
and will run out in 2022.

Two of the most complicat-
ed areas for Urban Renewal are

Charlestown and the South End,
as they have so much Urban
Renewal projects and land restric-
tions. With that in mind, they have
been saved primarily for the last
go-around before a final report is
submitted to the City Council and
the state’s Department of Housing
and Community Development
(DHCD).

In Charlestown, the history of
Urban Renewal is a complicated
one, and one that has been told
through the lens of many eyes
and perspectives — those who lost
their properties, those who had to
move and those who found some
improvement in the end.

Breen said the discussion about

Urban Renewal in Charlestown is
one that ended up being a victory
for everyone in the end — a learning
experience, he said.

“The situation in Charlestown
effectively changed how the agen-
cy was run in terms of listening
to residents and looking towards
improvements,” he said. “We’ll
look at how Charlestown was
affected by Urban Renewal and
how Charlestown affected Urban
Renewal...The hardest part of
Urban Renewal is the word Urban
Renewal. If you look at the tools,
they just help people develop prop-
erty that could be difficult to devel-

(MEETING Pg. 3)

AtlasScope

Leventhal Map Center creates
amazing historic map tool

By Seth Daniel

Finding the history of a specific
place in Charlestown — such as
one’s home or business - often
resulted in consulting numerous
printed atlases, perhaps a trip to
the Hyde Park archives and likely
a lot of dead ends.

Now, with an amazing new tool
created by the Leventhal Map and
Education Center at the Boston
Public Library, dozens of histori-
cal atlases and modern maps can
be called up and compared at the
touch of a button.

For years, historians and
homeowners have consulted Fire
Atlases and Real Estate maps to
get a detailed look at what neigh-
borhoods used to look like. Those
atlases were produced for insur-
ance companies and real estate
brokers from the late 1800s to just
before World War II.

It’s a tool that Garrett Nelson
of the Leventhal said they have

had in their possession for quite
some time, and people have fre-
quently visited their office at the
Copley Square Library to consult
those maps.

“These are really fully
detailed maps of what neigh-
borhoods looked like in the
Commonwealth,” he said. “They
were mostly produced between
1860 and 1930. They are one of
our most popular collections here.
They have great detail up to the
people that owned property, how
properties changed and the overall
changes in a neighborhood over
time. A lot of people use these
maps and have used them, but
the physical collection has chal-
lenges...Comparing them over
time can be difficult. The geog-
raphy has changed. You could
have Charlestown before it was
amassed and after, but it might
not match...If you wanted to get
every page, you had to work with

(ATLASSCOPE Pg. 5)

A view of Rutherford Avenue and Thompson Square using historic and

modern maps on the AtlasScope.
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EDITORIAL

THE MIRACLE ON ICE WAS
MORE THAN JUST A GAME

For those who either were not around or were very young on Feb. 22,
1980, it is hard to imagine how low the American psyche had plummet-
ed during the decade of the 1970s.

Although the 1960s generally are regarded as the decade of tumult in
America, the events of the ‘70s did more harm to American self-confi-
dence than any decade in our nation’s history.

A brief history lesson of that era would be highlighted by these key-
words: Kent State, Pentagon Papers, Watergate, 1972 Olympic basket-
ball defeat, Arab oil embargoes of 1973 and 1979, fall of Saigon, stag-
flation, New York City bankruptcy, Chrysler bankruptcy, the decline of
the U.S. auto industry, the rise of Japanese auto industry, U.S. embassy
takeover in Tehran, and Soviet invasion of Afghanistan.

In short, as the new decade dawned at the beginning of 1980, the U.S.
was down-and-out, a nation whose best times seemed behind it.

Into the midst of this maelstrom at the height of the Cold War and
the depths of American economic and military power stepped the U.S.
Olympic hockey team, which was both the youngest team at the 1980
Olympics and the youngest-ever in U.S. Olympic history.

The U.S. squad was by all accounts a mediocre group. The Soviets,
Finns, Swedes, and Czechs were the medal favorites. Just making the
medal round was beyond the grasp for the Americans.

However, a 2-2 tie in the last minute with Sweden in the opening
game was followed by a convincing and unexpected win over the
Czechs. The U.S. team improbably advanced to the medal round, along
with the Soviets, the Swedes, and the Finns.

Although the U.S. had made it to the final round of four, their first-
round opponent would be the U.S.S.R, which had not lost an Olympic
hockey game since 1968 and had won the previous four gold medals.

In addition, this was a Soviet team that had trounced an NHL all-star
team, 6-0, in the third and deciding game of the so-called Challenge Cup
in the summer of 1979. More significantly, the U.S and the Soviets had
met in an exhibition game just a few weeks previously in New York and
the result was a 10-3 shellacking administered by the Soviets.

Finally, our younger readers should know that the Soviet team essen-
tially was comprised of players who had “government” jobs -- so tech-
nically they were amateurs -- but for all intents and purposes they were
professionals. By contrast, the U.S. team was composed almost entirely
of college-age kids with no professional experience.

Needless to say, the U.S. team was a huge underdog when the teams
took to the ice at Lake Placid on that fateful evening before a national
television audience.

What was it that elevated the Americans to accomplish what Sports
llustrated later labeled as THE most significant sporting event of all-
time? What was it that kept the powerful Soviets, who took a 3-2 lead
into the third period, from scoring after Winthrop’s own Mike Eruzione,
the U.S. captain, gave the U.S. a 4-3 lead with 10 minutes to play?

There have been a lot of explanations -- the Russian coach said his
team’s 10-3 beating of the Americans a few weeks earlier had made
them overconfident and then they panicked when Captain Mike lit
the lamp to give the U.S. the lead -- but what is beyond dispute is that
a group of underdog American kids showed to the world that heart,
desire, hard work, and a faith in themselves could overcome even the
longest of odds.

In hindsight, it is not an overstatement to say that the U.S. team’s
victory marked the beginning of the end of the corrupt and decaying
Soviet Empire and the end of the beginning of American decline. Mike
Eruzione’s goal from between the face-off circles (which still give us
chills when we watch it on You Tube) in Lake Placid truly was the sec-
ond “shot heard ‘round the world,” 200 years after a band of scraggly
underdog Minutemen fired that famous first shot at on April 19, 1775.

The Miracle on Ice was more than just a hockey game -- and that is
why, 40 years later, the U.S. victory on that fateful night still resonates
today.

LETTERS to the Editor

WE DO WANT A FIGHT

Dear Editor:

When I read “if you’re looking
for a battle or an enemy, look at
your neighbors here” a couple
weeks ago, I wasn’t even sure
what I had just seen. I still don’t
get that line, nor am I trying to.
The trend the Boston Planning and
Development Agency (BPDA) fol-
lows is strikingly similar to Mayor
Martin  Walsh’s - Councilor
Andrea Campbell called him out,
and Councilor Michelle Wu called
the BPDA out. There’s a reason
the BPDA doesn’t want a fight.

All too often authority figures
give empty promises and then
tell us to trust them. Last week’s
Historical Society article explicitly
states the last time this happened:
“It was a plan in the 1960s under
the guise of the trendy Urban
Renewal movement.” Does this
really take two eyes to see what’s
happening here? If their whole
existence is predicated on new
development (which, currently, it
is) it seems rhetorical to even ask.

The first tipoff should have been
the Boston Housing Authority
(BHA) and Turn It Around fias-
co. How is the mayor going to
have a black history year while
ignoring the neighbors right in
his own backyard? They didn’t
even so much as ask these people.
Our neighbors themselves had to
speak up.

A few months back I went to
one of these BPDA meetings sim-
ply to pick a bone. I walked in,
told them I have no hope for this,
and walked back out. I have to
appreciate the recent editorials on
the climate, finally simply saying,
yes, we’re doomed!

That’s pretty much what I
did then. T called out the Master
Plan wars as largely symbolic and
semantic. Are we doing this on our
terms or theirs? Well, they did get
the naming rights.

Maybe this is easy to say from
the comfort of my desk, but 'm
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still saying it. We do need to fight,
at least for the right stuff.

No, I don’t mean fistfights in
the lobby. The BPDA is not our
enemy, it’s just business, even if
they are antagonistic nonetheless.
There’s simply a level of uncertain-
ty here we have to face. Whether
it’s the BPDA or the contractors
for the house behind me, the point
is it’s an ongoing battle, even when
it seems to be lulled.

Stay vigilant.

Russell Fidelman

WORK TOGETHER
AS A COMMUNITY

Dear Editor

I have never responded to a let-
ter to the editor because everyone
is entitled to their opinion, but a
letter published last week cannot
go without response. The letter in
question regarding the Bunker Hill
Housing Redevelopment is riddled
with sweeping urban planning
inconsistencies on many levels, but
it is the utterly hurtful insensitivity
that grabbed my attention.

The author states: “I recom-
mend that the Bunker Hill Housing
Development stopped being a
failed experiment and become a
success with 600 affordable and
1,200 market-rate units on site,
with units on other sites.”

I do not believe that children
who board the yellow school buses
early each morning on Bunker
Hill and Medford streets feel their
homes are a “failed experiment.”
I do not for one minute believe
that their parents and others who
crowd the 93 bus to get to their
jobs feel their homes are a “failed
experiment.” And neither does
anyone else who now, or used to,

live there, and none of their neigh-
bors should harbor such thoughts.

The deteriorated conditions
of the Bunker Hill Housing
Development is a direct result of
the loss of compassion and com-
mon sense in Washington and the
resultant loss of funding for HUD
and the important programs it
used to fund, not some sort of
experiment gone wrong.

I note that in other letters the
author has cited the great urban
planning critic and visionary, Jane
Jacobs, as foundation for her crit-
icisms of the Bunker Hill Housing
Redevelopment. Jane Jacobs spent
her life advocating for vulnerable
populations threatened by Robert
Moses’ bulldozing and elimina-
tion of their homes, the very act
suggested by the author when she
calls for the permanent displace-
ment of 500 families. Also, it is
astonishing that the author puts
forth a clarion call to address the
housing affordability crisis and
in the very next breath advocates
for the elimination of 500 deep-
ly affordable units. Because of
HUD?’s abdication in the creation
of affordable housing, it is disin-
genuous, at best, to suggest that
those 500 units will be magical-
ly built elsewhere. Finally, the
author cites Columbia Point as
rationale for her Moses-type solu-
tion for the Bunker Hill Housing
Redevelopment, the subject of a
book aptly entitled: “A Decent
Place to Live.”

It is time to stop the thinly
veiled and misplaced obstruction-
ism and work together as a com-
munity to provide all the Bunker
Hill residents a decent place to live
as soon as possible.

Michael Parker
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That day of the ashes

By Very Reverend James Ronan, VF — Pastor, St. Mary-St. Catherine of Siena Parish

Each year as Lent approaches, I
recall my first Ash Wednesday as a
missionary in Guayaquil, Ecuador.
When 1 arrived at the remote
chapel along the Bulabula River
that Wednesday in February, the
heavy rains had stopped and there
was mud everywhere. Mosquitos
and all the rest were in abundance
and I'm thinking “I gotta get out
of here before dark comes or 'm
in trouble!”

As I climbed down from the
4x4 wagon, the crowds of peo-
ple plodding through the puddles
were larger than any I had seen
in my brief time in Ecuador. The
Lenten season was about to begin.
The ancient ritual of being marked
on the forehead with blessed
ashes, deeply popular everywhere,
seems especially so among the
Ecuadorian people.

Frankly, to this day I do not
think I fully understand the pop-
ularity - almost a frenzied focus
on this ritual! People come by
the thousands, stand in line
eagerly, and eventually reach the
priest where the damp ashes are
smudged on their foreheads with
the words, “Remember that you
are dust and to dust you shall
return.” One would not think that
reminder would be so popular!

In our own world here in
Charlestown, the ritual of Ash
Wednesday is also religiously
observed. All over the city and,
in fact, the world, women, men
and children will step forward to
be marked with blessed ashes. For
many, life is so busy and hectic.

People live with so much stress
and work so hard and long. The
simplicity of the Lenten ashes is,
perhaps, considered a welcomed
invitation to pause, reflect, and
refocus on what really matters.

In the 40 days ahead, the call
is to spend more time in prayer,
to exercise acts of fasting in some
form, and to practice acts of gen-
erosity. All three are the pillars
of the Lenten journey and offer
us opportunities to gain deeper
insight into our own lives and our
relationship with God.

In the fast-paced, tension-filled
world in which we live, mak-
ing time for prayer is not easy.
Yet many Christians pray in ways
both formal and informal. We
pray for our loved ones and we
pray for those in need. We pray for
peace and we pray for success in
our lives. We also pray in gratitude
to the God who created us and
who sustains us. Prayer brings us
closer to God and to one another.
At its root, prayer is exercising our
faith and our hope in the God who
loves us unconditionally.

Fasting may seem odd, espe-
cially in our society when so many
have so much - unless we’re fast-
ing for health reasons. Yet fast-
ing — choosing to deny oneself
something (actually anything) -
sharpens our understanding of our
weaknesses and our dependence
on so much that is unnecessary.
Fasting can free us to see and
act more clearly and with greater
purity.

Confronting our selfishness by

CHARLESTOWN BEAT

Larceny

02/11/20 — A victim on First
Avenue reported she left her
engagement ring on a counter in
the women’s locker room, but
when she returned, it was gone.
Video footage of an individual
entering the locker room is avail-
able, and detectives will investi-
gate.

Larceny - Bike

02/12/20 - A victim reported he
secured his bike at the Bunker Hill
Community College bike dock,
but when he returned, it was gone.

Warrant
02/12/20 - Officers in the area

of Pleasant Street placed an indi-
vidual under arrest for an out-
standing Roxbury Court warrant.

Larceny

02/13/20 - A victim on
Moulton Street reported her friend
asked to use her phone and then
took off with it. The phone was
tracked as far as McNulty Court,
but couldn’t be located.

Larceny

02/13/20 - A victim on
Lexington Street reported pack-
ages left on her stairs were sto-
len. The suspect was captured on
video that will be given to the A-1
detectives.

acts of generosity also is freeing.
This freedom has one primary
objective: to help us recognize our
dependence on God above all else,
and to acknowledge that all that
we have is a gift from God. And
in gratitude for what we have been
given, we freely share with those
who are in need, and in doing so,
we find that we receive much more
than we give.

While this marking with bless-
ed ashes might appear morose
and gloomy, its purpose is just
the opposite! It truly is a wake-
up-call to what matters most in
this sweet journey called life. A
journey that is surprisingly short
and, at times, filled with disap-
pointments and fear. Lent points
us toward the enduring wisdom of
our God, Who is Love, and aids
us to choose wisely in the midst
of the shallow, transient gods of
our times.

Ash Wednesday, Feb. 26, begins
our Lenten journey. Each of us is
invited to step forward and receive
the simple mark of blessed ashes
reminding us of what truly matters
most in life and guiding us toward
our destiny. In the challenges of
these times, this is a gift — a lifeline
of Hope and Love.

MEETING (from pg. 1)

op.”
Breen said the history of Urban
Renewal in Charlestown is one
that needs to be told through this
process. He said the original plan
in 1960 was not well received. It
was a plan presented by the former
Boston Redevelopment Authority
(BRA) that included demolishing
about three-fourths of the Town.
Residents fought hard against it
over several years and defeated the
plan in the end. In 1965, a new
plan was presented that Breen said
focused more on the input from
residents.

“A lot of what was in the
plan were things the neighbor-
hood fought for and represent-
ed a change for the BRA,” he
said. “It’s a story that needs to
be told. Former Mayor Collins
said Charlestown got the best deal
regarding Urban Renewal or any
neighborhood because they fought
for what they wanted.”

Some of the positives that Breen
said they will discuss are the ame-
nities from Urban Renewal such
as schools like the Harvard Kent,
the parks like Eden Street, the
Charlestown Community Center,
Gardens for Charlestown and the
Bunker Hill Community College.

Even Breen’s own family story
includes how his grandfather lost
his home to Urban Renewal — a
very painful process for many in
the Town - but ended up being able
to secure a federal loan through
Urban Renewal to buy the family
home where Breen grew up.

That will also be presented
alongside the time-intensive work
that has been done over the last

@ bpde ‘ Public Meeting

Urban Renewal Community Meeting

Thursday, February 27
6:00 PM

Project Proponent:

Bunker Hill Knights of Columbus #62

Father Mahoney Hall
545 Medford Street
Charlestown, MA 02129

Boston Planning and Development Agency

Project Description:

The Boston Planning and Development Agency invites the surrounding community for a
meeting to gather information for potential updates to the Charlestown Urban Renewal Plan.

mail to: Christopher Breen

Boston Planning & Development Agency
One City Hall Square, 9th Floor

Boston, MA 02201
phone: 617-918-4202
email: chris.breen@boston.gov

few years to catalog more then
300 Land Disposition Agreements
(LDAs). Searching old deeds and
records, they have been able to
include all of the LDAs, no matter
how small, in the City’s digital
zoning viewer. Already, he said,
they have enforced a little-known
LDA for open space that was to be
developed by right.

“There has been a situation
in Charlestown where someone
appeared to be able to build by
right on a parcel, but there was
an unknown LDA for parking or
open space only,” he said. “Many
residents came out and wanted to
keep it, so we enforced the LDA.
There are so many properties that
have LDAs that go beyond the
zoning code. We’ve identified them
all now, and have them publicly
accessible on the zoning viewer.”

The bottom line for most
who attend the meeting will be
whether or not the BPDA wants
to keep Urban Renewal in place
for Charlestown — a question that
is controversial to many on both
sides of the issue.

Breen said the agency is leaning
towards that recommendation, but
the key will be hearing from the
community.

“We’re listening to what resi-
dents want first, but (extending) is
something we’re seriously consid-
ering,” he said.

The  Charlestown  Urban
Renewal meeting will take place on
Thursday, Feb. 27, in the Knights
of Columbus Father Mahoney
Hall, 6 p.m.

BostonPlans.org | @@BostonPlans

Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director/Secretary
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Historic Houses of the Month
Charlestown State Prison

By Nancy Hayford Kueny

In 1800 the Massachusetts
State Legislature appointed a com-
mittee to select a site to build
a state prison. A parcel of land
of approximately 5 acres was
chosen at Lynde’s Point beside
Charles River Bay in Charlestown,
currently the site of Bunker Hill
Community College. In the early
1800s Charlestown was still a
peninsula as there was water all
the way to the Charlestown Neck,
making Lynde’s Point easily acces-
sible by boat. Now the infilled
Charles River Bay is the site of the
commuter rail tracks. Note that
there is a tiny vestige of Millers
River under I-93.

In 1804-5, the project com-
menced and a 200 foot long
four-story building of hewn stone
and a five-story brick building
for workshops were built at a
total cost of $170,000. The archi-
tect was Charles Bulfinch (1763-
1844). There was a warden’s
house which has all the hallmarks
of a 5 bay three story brick Federal
home with a hipped roof and
stone coins at the corners. Initially,
34 convicts were brought to the
new Charlestown State Prison in
December 1805. By 1816 there
were 280 prisoners guarded by 15
officers. In 1850 a central octago-
nal building was erected with four
wings in the shape of a cross ema-
nating from the octagonal admin-
istrative building. The octagonal
building, accessible to all wings
and prisoners, housed a kitchen
and dining area on the first floor,
a supervisor’s room on the second,
a chapel above that and a hospital
on the top floor. The wings were
supervised from the central octag-
onal building.

VIEW OF MARSACIIUERTTY STATE PRISON, CHARLESTOWY, MASS.

Charlestown State Prison on Austin Street circa 1920

Like today the prisoners were
assigned tasks. A newspaper
article from 1851 noted that the
prisoners were engaged in stone
cutting, blacksmithing, shoemak-
ing, tin working, tailoring, whip
making, carving, cabinet making,
varnishing and upholstering. In
the 20th century license plates
would be added. The prisoners
were contracted to perform these
tasks for businesses within the
Commonwealth.

When a new prison was autho-
rized at Concord in 1874 the pris-
on was emptied for a time. In 1884
the administrative plan changed
again and Charlestown was des-
ignated as the facility where pris-
oners with longer sentences were
sent. By the late 1800s the facility
housed 550 to 600 prisoners.

Individual cell conditions at the
prison were rudimentary. Each
prisoner had a bed, a table, a pail
for water and a sanitary buck-
et. The cells were not plumbed. At
times there was unrest. An 1890
New York Times article describes
a day of rioting instigated by
one ‘Chicken’ Walsh which cul-
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minated in the lockdown of 78
inmates. The Times stated that
“the trouble is the most serious
that has taken place at the prison
In many years.”

There were numerous attempts
by inmates to escape over the
years. Some succeeded. One of
the most interesting was in 1892
through the prison’s sewer out-
let. A group of nine managed to
cut the bolts on the sewer cover,
enter the 3 foot sewer pipe, and
crawl the 800 feet through waste
and slime to the water. It was later
learned that friends were waiting
with clean clothes. The group split
up and none were caught.

A few prisoners at Charlestown
State Prison attained interna-
tional notoriety. In 1903, young
Charles Ponzi arrived in Boston
from Italy on the SS Vancouver
with $2.50 in his pocket. He
bounced up and down the East
Coast landing back in Boston in
1917 where he held a few jobs,
got married and eventually hit
upon a scheme that made him rich
beyond his dreams. Briefly. He
devised an investment plan with

a simple premise: get investors to
invest, then use all the subsequent
investor’s money to pay profits
to the old investors. The Ponzi
scheme. There was no actual
investment going on. Eventually
banking and regulatory agencies
became aware of the situation.
Ponzi was arrested, pleaded guilty
and spent two years in federal
prison. When he was released he
was convicted of larceny at the
state level and spent the next seven
years in the Charlestown State
Prison. Following his release he was
deported. Eventually he moved to
Brazil in 1939 and in 1949 he died
penniless in a charity ward.

On Aug. 23, 1927, one of the
most infamous executions by elec-
tric chair in history occurred at
the prison. On April 15, 1920, a
robbery occurred at a shoe com-
pany in South Braintree. The pay-
master for the company and his
guard were shot and killed. The
men, described as two Italian
men, escaped with $15,000. Italian
immigrants Nicola Sacco and
Bartolomeo Vanzetti were arrested
for the crime although the evidence
was shaky and the money never
found. Sacco and Vanzetti were
both anarchists and at the time
there was an enormous anti-rad-
ical sentiment in America. After
a lengthy trial carried out with
questionable fairness, the men
were found guilty and sentenced
to death.

Both before and after their exe-
cutions, there were violent protests
not only in Massachusetts, but
all over the world. On Aug. 21,
20,000 protesters demonstrated
on Boston Common. As athe-
ists, both men refused to speak
to a priest before their execu-
tion. Sacco’s last words, after qui-

etly walking to his death were,
‘Farewell, mother.” Vanzetti on the
other hand, shook hands with
the guards thanking them for
their kindness and read a final
statement of innocence. His last
words were, I wish to forgive
some people for what they are
now doing to me.” At the Langone
Funeral Home in the North End
where 10,000 mourners viewed
the bodies, a wreath over the cas-
kets said, ‘In attesa lora della
vendetta’ (Awaiting the hour of
vengeance). The bodies were cre-
mated and the ashes sent back
to Italy. Subsequently, much of
the evidence was discredited, but
in both 1961 and 1983, modern
forensics did in fact determine
that the gun used to kill the two
men belonged to Sacco. No sub-
stantive evidence was ever found
against Vanzetti. In 1977 Michael
Dukakis issued a proclamation
stating that they had been treated
unjustly.

The bridge now known as
the Gilmore Bridge was built in
1809. At that time the bridge to
Cambridge crossed Charles River
Bay rather than railroad tracks as
it does today. From 1809 until the
early 1970s when it was still paved
with cobblestones, it was known
as the Prison Point Bridge. A sim-
ple but meaningful history lesson
for generations to come was lost
when the bridge was renamed.

Sources: Old Charlestown by
Timothy Sawyer, A Century of
Town Life by James F. Hunnewell,
Images of America: Charlestown
by Anthony Mitchell Samarco,
Smithsonian Magazine, New York
Times, Boston Herald, Wikipedia,
www.digitalcommonwealth.com,
www.charlestownhistoricalsoci-
ety.org, www.history.com.

Seeking Board Members with Imagination and Vision

Artists’ Group of Charlestown,
established in 1997, is seeking new
board members to continue and
expand its presence in the commu-
nity of Charlestown and beyond.
A major asset of the AGC is the
StoveFactory Gallery where artists,
and the community come together
to celebrate the arts.

Our 501C3 organization is
looking for Board Members who
are committed to the future of
AGC, who will continue to devel-
op partnerships between the local
arts community as well as reaching
out to emerging artists, schools
and agencies.

Artists’ Group of Charlestown,
currently, partners with the
Harvard-Kent and the Warren

Prescott School Art Programs,
Friends of City Square Park/ Art in
the Park, Spaulding Rehabilitation
Hospital, Charlestown High
School, Charlestown Coalition/
Turn It Around and has held
Children’s Art Classes at the
Boston Public Library/Charlestown
Branch.

Our mission is to promote art-
ists members work while incor-
porating local and emerging artist
from other groups and organiza-
tions by sponsoring community
events at the StoveFactory Gallery.

Your involvement will be appre-
ciated in helping with ongoing pro-
grams, offering ideas for new ways
to engage the community, and
lending your skills with budgeting,

scheduling events and activities,
financial development, communi-
cations, membership growth. The
board’s primary functions are to
plan, schedule and help implement
programming so these events will
support the StoveFactory Gallery
continued success.

We need your imagination,
vision and enthusiasm! Our “vol-
unteer” board meets once month-
ly, first Wednesdays at 6:30-8:00
PM at the StoveFactory Gallery.

Let us know if you will join
us at our March 4th meeting by
emailing at daraeve@comcast.net
or send us a note at AGC PO
290164 Charlestown, MA 02129

We’d love to see you there.
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ATLASSCOPE (from pg. 1)

a reference librarian and putting
those together is difficult.”

That exercise isn’t unfamiliar
to experienced researchers, and
to amateurs as well in places like
the Charlestown Historical Society
and the Charlestown Preservation
Society. The frustrations of those
searches now, and the travel time,
has been eliminated with a new
tool developed at Leventhal and
called AtlasScope.

“With AtlasScope, we identified
100 of the most important atlases
within Boston and its immediate
neighbors,” he said. “There are
atlases for all over the state, but
we decided to focus on Boston
property and the near suburbs and
within the times where we know
we have the copyright.”

Nelson said they have spent
the last year digitizing all of those
maps - some of which were
already online — but more impor-
tantly they used computer pro-
grams to piece them together. That
allows users to move through the
atlases, from year to year, as if they
are a Google Map. Users can even
use their phones to geo-reference
themselves on the historic maps
- meaning you can walk down
the street and use the old maps
and new Google Maps to explore
what is there and what was there
in the past.

“Wherever you can find some-
thing that still exists, then you can
use a computer program to align
the atlas into it correct location,”
he said. “In the past, each page
was arbitrary and they didn’t con-
nect to the previous page. Some
pages were rectangular and some
were triangular. We were able to
cut and paste all the pages together
into a cohesive, online map.”

The AtlasScope also allows

users to overlay the historical
maps on top of one another, as
well as one top of a modern map.
That allows one to focus in on
a location, such as Rutherford
Avenue to see what is there today,
and what was there in the past.
On Rutherford, the industrial area
there today sits on top of what
was in the past potatoe warehous-
es and scores of train tracks for
various train lines.

Using the app on a phone -
which took about six months to
develop alongside the greater proj-
ect — one can really see changes
over time.

“The idea is you can compare
different years to one another and
to the present,” Nelson said. “As
time goes on we want to add
more. There are more years and
more maps for places we don’t
yet have and years we also don’t
yet have.”

Right now, they have included
all of the City of Boston — though
some places like downtown
Boston and Charlestown have
more old maps embedded in the
tool that other places like Hyde
Park. In addition to Boston, there
are maps for Newton, Cambridge,
Somerville, Chelsea Winthrop,
Brookline and Revere.

Nelson added that they do not
consider the digital tool a replace-
ment for the paper versions in
their collection, but rather some-
thing that goes hand-in-hand.

“We don’t see the digital and
paper as two different worlds, but
two worlds that complement each
other,” he said.

AtlasScope is certain to open
up the research world to many
new people who likely didn’t have
the time or know-how to peruse
specialty atlases. Using a com-

Garrett Nelson, curator of Maps and Director of Geographic Scholarship at the Leventhal Map Center in the
Boston Public Library, poses with an old Fire Atlas in front of a computer screen showing the new digital

AtlasScope tool.

puter, that world will be open to
anyone, and Nelson said they are
excited about what that access
might bring.

“This is a tool anybody who
is interested in the building of
Boston and its neighborhoods
— students, educators and local

historians,” he said. “There are
ways some of these maps inform
what is happening in the pres-
ent...It opens up questions and
helps understand how Boston has
changed. Maybe more than any
American City, Boston geography
has shaped its future and neigh-

borhoods. Being able to access a
very interesting collection really
exposes these issues.”

The program on AtlasScope
will be at the Charlestown Library
today, Feb. 20, at 6 p.m. All are
encouraged to attend and see a
demonstration of the new tool.

MASSACHUSETTS
GENERAL HOSPITAL

Department of Dermatology

v

Partners Human Research
APPROVAL EFFECTIVE DATE
1/14/2020

Mild to Moderate Atopic Dermatitis (AD)?

affected by AD

You may qualify for a research study for atopic dermatitis
We are looking for participants who will:
* Be willing to undergo medical assessments
* Be willing to have photographs taken of skin

* Be willing to use electronic diaries

You may receive up to $1500 for your participation in the study.

For more information please contact:

E-mail: harvardskinstudies@partners.org

Phone: 617-726-5066

Sxa

WE ARE 5,000 YOUNG PEOPLE
WE ARE SCHOLAR ATHLETES

SCHOLAR Y
ATHLETES vontH

EUDRICK MBAH
Charlestown High School
Football & Track

THE

Scholar Athletes, established in 2009, supports academic achievement through athletics.

Boston | Springfield | Everett

www.WeAreSA.org

PLAY TO AGHIEVE
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HARVARD-KENT SCHOOL ANNUAL SPELLING BEE

Photos by Seth Daniel

A total of 30 fourth and fifth
graders gathered on stage at the
Harvard-Kent School cafetori-
um on Friday, Feb. 14, to com-
pete in the annual Spelling Bee.
Those competing had progressed
through preliminary contests
within their classrooms to rep-
resent the classes on stage. The
eventual winner, Joyce Hau, will
compete in the Citywide Spelling
Bee next month at Copley Square
Library.

Jayden Maddrey waits nervous-
ly for his word during the late
rounds of the Bee.

Danny Lee thinks over his word
before responding.

Jiabui Jenny Li spells her words as the rest of the finalists look on,
including Joyce Hau, Angelo Dellossa, and Weitao Chen.
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Teacher Heidi Achour coor-
dinated the Bee and was the
Pronouncer. The Harvard-Kent Principal.

Xiwen Angela Mei is puzzled by 1Y R
the difficult word that she got. Avianna Aviles focuses in on her
word.

‘I almost wish I didn’t hire Jillian and
Steve to sell my place in Charlestown.

They did such an amazing job and
now I am living in the burbs. I'd never
recommend leaving Charlestown, but
if you must, I'd definitely recommend
having these two sell your place.”

— Adam Hawk, Co-Owner
Monument Restaurant & Tavern

REIG + LOSORDO

Jillian Reig and Steve Losordo
rlgroup@compass.com
617960.6080

Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended

for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in
COMPASS.COM price, condition, sale, or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to the accuracy of any description. All measurements
and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal,

accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.
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WARREN-PRESCOTT SCHOOL HOLDS ANNUAL SPELLING BEE

The Warren-Prescott School
held its 16th annual Spelling Bee
for all grades on Thursday, Feb.
13, at the school. Young kinder-
gartners through middle school
students got the opportunity to
participate in their classroom
spelling bees for the preliminary
rounds. Then, the top spellers
from those contests got to advance
to the competition on Feb. 13.
Spellers stood at the front of the
auditorium and, in traditional
fashion, had to spell words all by
themselves. Parents and students

were in attendance. The Bee was
coordinated by Specialist Tracey
K. Lavin.

The winners from each grade
level were:

eK2 Leo Frattaroli

eGrade 1 Jonah Garlough

*Grade 2 Charlie Orlowsky

*Grade 3 Audrey Dupuy

oGrade 4 Flla Blanchet

oGrade 5 Emma Kiernan

eMiddle School Thomas
Blanchet

eA Team Landon Grant

Little Juliette Foresi is on the edge of her seat as a classmate spells
one of the words. Looking on are (L-R) Abdikadir Abdikadir, Leo
Frattaroli, and Owen Shorey.

Jonah Garlough, the eventual
winner of the first grade contest,
thinks as be recites his spelling
word.

Loyell Hagan, who was dressed
up for the 100 days celebration,
focuses on his word.

Serena Vander Stoep concentrates
on spelling her word correctly.

o 2

Photos by Seth Daniel

Genevieve Dupuy was excited to
be the first speller in first grade.

Dawit Yeshitla looks out at the audience as he spells his word, with
Pronouncer Alan Digennaro looking on.

State Committeewoman
Lesley R. Phillips seeks

Democratic State
Committeewoman Lesley Rebecca
Phillips has announced her cam-
paign for re-election; the follow-
ing is her statement:

Dear voters, I am pleased
to announce my candidacy for
re-election to the female “ballot
seat” which I have held since
2008, representing the Middlesex
and Suffolk  State Senate
District (currently comprising
Allston-Brighton, Cambridge,
Charlestown, Everett, Chelsea.
and the West End) on the
Massachusetts Democratic State
Committee. This seat is elected
for a four-year term as part of the
quadrennial Presidential Primaries
in Massachusetts. I humbly and
respectfully ask for your vote for
my re-election on Tuesday, March
3.

I have lived in our District,
residing and owning property in
Mid-Cambridge, for almost four
decades, and have served on the
Democratic State Committee
and various of its working Sub-

Lesley Rebecca Phillips.

Committees for over 15 years.
(I currently serve on the State
Party’s  Affirmative  Action,
By-laws, Charter, Disabilities
Outreach, LGBT Outreach and
Rules Committees.) I have also
served continuously for the past
18 years as Secretary, and since
2004 Chair, of the Cambridge
Ward 6 Democratic Committee,
which has grown under my lead-
ership to be one of the largest

re-election

and most active local Democratic
Committees in our District, and
which 1T am pleased to report
will be electing 35 members (34
on our ballot, plus one likely
write-in candidate) also at the
March 3 election, and together
with our large number of “20
year” members, will reorganize
in April with over 40 active mem-
bers, and will be working hard to
elect a Democratic president and
U.S. Senator from Massachusetts
in November! I have served as
a delegate to 25 Massachusetts
Democratic State Conventions.

[ was an elected Obama
Delegate to the 2012 Democratic
National Convention and a
Sanders Delegate to the 2016
Democratic National Convention
as well as a Kerry volunteer and
then a Clinton volunteer at the
2004 and 2008 conventions,
respectively.

My educational background
includes an undergraduate A.B.

(PHILLIPS Pg. 10)
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A Legacy in Verse: Ronnie Doe found redemption in poetry, helping others

By Seth Daniel

In years past Ronnie Doe said
he wasn’t known for his emotional
side, or for being in touch with
the feelings that come from death,
love or religion.

Moreso, he said he was often
remembered in Charlestown for
the path he went down as a young
man that led to crime, and serving
time in jail — what he called a very
negative legacy. That said, his life
story is far from being defined by
that old legacy, and these days he
has found redemption and recov-
ery through his amazing poetry — a
talent he discovered early in life
and then honed while in federal
prison. In fact, his poetry has led
him to create a new legacy in the
Town, and his story proved once
again that second chances can
produce golden results.

“It’s unbelievable to come back
to Charlestown after all these
years and be a positive member
of society,” he said. “I’'m maybe
not a world-renowned poet, but
certainly a Charlestown-renowned
poet. It’s a great legacy that I'm
proud of.”

And certainly he should be.

It’s about once a week or more
that Doe, 59, is asked to write
a memorial poem for a loved
one that has passed away, typi-
cally someone with connections
to Charlestown - old or new.
Sometimes he writes them without

GET IN ON
DINING OUT

MARCH 1-6 & 8-13, 2020

Many might know Ronnie

Doe from the past, or from his
poetry recitations at the annual
Charlestown Recovery Vigil,

but he has also produced sev-
eral books full of hundreds of
old-time Charlestown poems — a
collection that has grown popular
and created a new legacy for him
in the Town.

being asked, while other times
family members reach out to him
in hopes he can pen something to
help take away the pain.

And he always comes through —
posting them on Facebook, on his
worldwide Family Friend Poems
page and sometimes in his books.

His books of poetry — filled
with hundreds of poems about
Charlestown and life in the Town
— are now very popular. He first

published “The Old Charlestown’
about eight years ago, then fol-
lowed that up with ‘A Townie
Treasure.” Now long ago, he put
out a book of recovery poems
and stories of local tragedy called
‘Through the Tears of an Addict.’

It was, in fact, addiction and
recovery that led Doe to discover
his poetry in a serious way.

He said he wrote his first poem
in the 1980s when a young girl
was hit and killed accidentally by a
car on June 17, 1984. It was called
‘Precious Little Sheena Rose,” and
it launched the beginning of his
writing — though in secret.

“It affected me and the whole
Town,” he said. “It was the first
memorial poem I wrote. I was
about 24 then. I didn’t do much,
but it is when T started working
on a regular basis. I was definitely
inspired by Charlie McGonagle.
He was my teacher and base-
ball coach. T wanted to write like
that...Growing up in Charlestown,
though, poetry was kind of some-
thing that was for sissies. So, I
wrote a lot of songs instead. Songs
were a little cooler than poetry I
guess back then.”

Doe said he and his siblings,
particularly his brother, Butchie
Doe, grew up in the Bunker Hill
Development and had great times
there as children pretending to be
Bobby Orr or Carl Yastrzemski.
However, during busing, the fam-
ily moved to Lowell for a time,

DINE:

Preview participating
restaurants, prices, menus,
and make reservations at

dineoutboston.com

LUNCH: $15, 20, 25
DINNER: $28, 33, 38

Price per person excludes beverages, tax and gratuity.

Presented by

GREATER BOSTON
CCONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU

BOSTON

SINCE 2001

DINEQUTBOSTON.COM

Purchases are not tax deductible.

#DINEOUTBOSTON

Founding Sponsor

AMERICAN
EXPRESS

Additional Sponsors
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YAZ AND ORR
By Romnnie Doe

My brother was always my best friend
We could play sports and we'd just
pretend

I'd hit a homer, a goal he'd score

You see | was Yaz and he was Orr

As we grew up in the project courts
Nothing else mattered except for sports
We never once thought about a girl

As we lived in our fantasy world

In the project court in which we'd play
The next Bobby Orr would always say
“Ronnie, someday when I'm all grown up
Il help the B’s win Lord Stanley’s Cup
Score the winning goal in the last game
City of Boston will chant my name

But until that day, | guess once more
You can be Yaz and | can be Orr.”

Butchie and I played hockey for fun

We were never out to hurt someone

But then came drugs, fast money and
girls

And playing sports wasn't in this world
Because as the years went flying by
Butchie’s goal was to be a Wise Guy
With the new meaning of the word “score”
They'd be no more Yaz and no more Orr

but hated it so much they moved
back to Charlestown — settling on
Belmont Street for decades. That
said, Doe said he and his brother
were always attracted back to the
Development. There, they found
trouble and went down a wrong
path.

“At that point, it was just par-
tying,” he said. “Then in 1984
the cocaine came around and it
seemed like the whole Town got
addicted together...For me, it took
everything away from me — my
life, my kids and my family.”

That experience also inspired
him to pen the poem about he and
his brother, Butchie, and their fall
from such fun times playing sports
—a poem entitled ‘Yaz and Orr.’

Soon enough, Doe said he
found himself on the wrong side
of the law, was convicted and sent
to do time in federal prison. It was
a sobering and lonely existence, he
said, but it was one that caused
him to pull out a yellow legal pad
and work on poems constantly.

“I filled up those yellow legal
pads,” he said. “My cellmate
looked at some of it and said it
was some of the best prison poetry
he had ever seen. That poetry got
me through the long hours. Guys
would have me write love poems
for their girlfriends or their wives.
Everyone was trying to keep their
girlfriends or wives while they
were in jail. It was simple stuff...
Prison had a lot to do with me
sharing my work. You’re there
day in and day out in a cell for 19

| ran into Butchie the other day

| said, “Hey Butch, what do you say?
How ‘bout the Celtics and Larry Bird?”
But | knew he didn’t hear a word

His face was pale, his expression blank
He said, “I'm going to rob a bank.”
“What about me and what about Ma?
Open your eyes, you won't get too far’

But the madness in my brother’s eyes
Brought out the sadness in my cries
For there was hatred not seen before
Back when | was Yaz and he was Orr
On the sad day Butchie went to jail

| had a vision that seemed so real

| pictured him on a breakaway

| saw him wink and | heard him say

‘Ronnie, someday when I'm all grown up
'l help the B's win Lord Stanley's Cup
Score the winning goal in the last game
City of Boston will chant my name.”

As fate would have it, it was his name
Which truly was Butchie’s claim to fame
But in my heart | wish just once more

| could be Yaz and he could be Orr

or 20 hours a day and you have
to find a way to occupy the time.
I wrote a lot of meaningful things
in those hours.”

When  he  returned to
Charlestown after jail, he sobered
up and got on a straight path.
He credited the Longshoreman’s
Union and the Teamster’s for giv-
ing him a second chance so that
he could earn decent pay and have
a reliable job — especially since
most people wouldn’t have hired
someone coming out of jail. To
this day, he works two jobs as a
Longshoreman and a Teamster.

Continuing on with his poet-
ry, he joined the Family Friend
Poems website and became the
moderator of the worldwide poet-
ry forum. That’s when things
really started to take off and he
began to share his poetry with a
large audience — getting great feed-
back. Soon enough, people from
Charlestown-based forums picked
up on his Townie poems and his
recovery work as well.

Soon enough, he had been invit-
ed to read some of his work at
the Charlestown Recovery Vigil
sponsored by the Charlestown
Coalition. He read his first poem
eight years ago there, and has par-
ticipated every year since.

Most every day, he said, he is
thinking about a poem, a situation
that might be a good poem or
something from the past he wants
to write about.

(RONNIE Pg. 9)
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Councilor Edwards to hold
hearing on sweeping ZBA changes

By Seth Daniel

With the chairmanship in her
possession of a powerful Council
committee, Councilor Lydia
Edwards has quickly advanced
her Home Rule Petition in that
committee, a petition that calls for
sweeping reforms to the Zoning
Board of Appeals (ZBA).

Edwards announced that
the hearing will take place in
her Government Operations
Committee on Feb. 24 at 4 p.m.
in the Iannella Chamber. The

Home Rule had been presented
to Council in January and referred
to Committee at the end of that
month. The reforms come after
Edwards and other councilors bat-
tled with the administration and
the ZBA on appointments and
reforms to the Board — which was
embroiled in controversy through
2019 over a bribery scandal and a
questionable marijuana dispensary
approval in East Boston.

Any Home Rule Petition voted
out of the Committee would have
to be approved by the full City
Council, and then sent to the State

House for approval of the State
Legislature.

Some of the key changes would
be appointing many more people
who would serve as needed in a
pool form; establishing a report
of variances by neighborhood and
zoning district; prohibiting real
estate professionals and architects
on the ZBA from practicing in
Boston; and having a five year
“cooling off” period for people
who leave the ZBA, keeping them
from working in the City until
those five years have expired.

Encore revenues show dramatic
January decrease in table games

By Seth Daniel

They say never to tout your
success too soon, and if one does,
they should knock on wood.

It doesn’t appear like Wynn
Resorts CEO Matt Maddox
knocked on any wooden objects
after the quarterly investor call
earlier this month when he report-
ed that table game revenues at
Encore Boston Harbor had been
quite strong. That’s because the
January revenue numbers for table
games plummeted by $7 million
after having shown good growth
every month since October.

That, however, was countered
by a very strong slot revenue

SPAULDING-CNC
GRANT PROPOSALS

Eighteen Charlestown
non-profit organizations have sub-
mitted proposal applications for
grant funding. The organizations
are scheduled to present their pro-
posals to CNC & Spaulding rep-
resentatives on February 24 and
25, and March 5 at 7 p.m. at the
Knights of Columbus on Medford
Street. All are invited. Please join
the grant committee to learn more

numbers and a very large coin-in
number for the slots — the second
highest coin-in number since the
resort opened.

The big news came at the tables,
where numbers went from $31.4
million in December to $24.4 mil-
lion in January. That decrease set
back the table games number to
what it was in November — when
it grew to $24.5 million.

Table games had been hailed as
a strength of the resort, with slots
being described as underperform-
ing by Maddox during the inves-
tor call on Feb. 6. It wasn’t certain
if the dip in revenues was due to
seasonal slow-downs.

However, the good news for

NEWS BRIEFS

about the non-profit organizations
and what they have planned for
the future. The following eighteen
organizations will be represented:

Monday,  February 24
- Charlestown Lacrosse and
Learning Center, Charlestown
Girls Softball, Charlestown Little
League, Charlestown Youth
Hockey Association, Friends of
the Mel Stillman Community
Tennis Center

Tuesday, February 25 - Warren-
Prescott Foundation, Charlestown

January was slots.

The revenues for slots were the
highest that the Encore has ever
achieved, with $24.16 million
logged in January. That came on
a $327.7 million coin-in number
at the slots, and a payout of 92.6
percent. That was up slightly from
the previous month, meaning the
slots continued to get looser for
the fifth straight month.

Overall, gross gaming reve-
nues decreased to $48.5 million
in January, with $12.14 million
going to the state in taxes.

The numbers for January were
released by the Massachusetts
Gaming Commission (MGC) on
Tuesday afternoon.

Working Theater, Gardens for
Charlestown - Harvard-Kent Tend
& Tell Program, Charlestown
Boys & Girls Club, John FE
Kennedy Family Service Center,
Inc., Charlestown Adult Education
Thursday, March Sth
- Charlestown Youth Football
and Cheerleading League, Town
Track Club, Harvard Kent Parents
Association, Courageous Sailing,
Special Townies, Harvest on Vine
Food Pantry, North End Music &
Performing Arts Center

RONNIE (from pg. 8)

“God gives me the words and I
just write it down,” he said.

Right now, he is continuing to
write and compile more poetry,
but his major focus is an auto-
biography. He has three or four
chapters completed, and hopes to
tell a first-hand account of the old

Charlestown way — a way that he
says is now gone forever and isn’t
coming back.

More than anything though,
Doe said he is inspired to leave a
new and different legacy than he
did in the past.

“I really want to leave behind

a legacy of poetry as opposed
to the legacy of yesterday,” he
said. “It’s a very forgiving Town.
Maybe there are people out there
that don’t me for yesterday, but
the feedback I get for my work is
unbelievable. I want that to be the
legacy I leave.”

~/  MARYA.WIEMERT

June 5, 1932 — February 22, 2014

6 Year Anniversary

IN LOVING MEMORY OF A DEAR SISTER

| ¢ "

My dearest darling sister
How can I find the words to say
To tell of how I miss you
Throughout every single day?
I'miss our little chats -

The way you'd listen to me moan
And how you'd always cheer me up
Whenever you would phone.
Living life without you
Is so very hard to bear
And I'd give all I have to waken
And to see you standing there.

Love,

N

Frank

A

FOCUSED ON SENIOR CARE DENTISTRY

My commitment to senior care began when | was 4
years old. My elderly grandmother moved to the US to
live with our family and we became very close. As she
got older | would eagerly listen to her telling stories of
her younger days as | helped with her daily routine and

preparing meals Towards the end of her life my
responsibilities grew, as she was unable to feed and
clothe herself. Although my grandmother passed away

3 years ago my concern and compassion for older
patients remains strong. | view every senior patient as
though they are my grandmother and | strive to provide

quality treatment which would make her proud.

In our practice we strive to treat patients
like members of our family.
We specialize in: dental implants & implant supported

dentures, partial & complete dentures, extractions,
root canals & much more.

Dental Health International 617-884-4444
100 Everett Ave., Ste 5 - Chelsea
Chelsea Dental Sare 617-887-9944
61 Everett Ave., Chelsea
Lynn Dental Health 781-595-2552
10 Kirtland St. - Lynn

DR. JEYASRI GUNARAJASINGAM

Bring this ad in on your first visit
to receive a free mug.

Enjoy $399.00 off each implant when
you use the code INDEPENDENT2020

We accept all major senior care options including
Senior Whole Health, UnitedHealthcare,
Commonwealth Care Alliance, and Tufts Health
Plan. We also speak French, Creole, and Spanish.
We hope to see you soon.

WE HOPE TO HAVE THE PLEASURE OF
TREATING YOU AND LOOK FORWARD
TO BECOMING YOUR DENTAL HOME.
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BPDA hopes to continue PLAN Charlestown in mid-March

By Seth Daniel

Planners at the Boston Planning
and Development Agency (BPDA)
said they were thrilled with the
turnout and engagement with res-
idents during the kick-off event
on Jan. 30, and they are ready to
begin moving towards a second
meeting in mid-March.

Planner Ted Schwartzberg said
they are looking to schedule a
meeting to discuss the historical

past of Charlestown and the plans
that formed today’s neighborhood.

“The next meeting will be in
mid-March and we have put out
a notification about that,” he
said. “We are working on pinning
down a date, but it will be in mid-
March.”

The next step in the process, he
said, would be focusing on the his-
toric context and clearly defining
what that means. That will focus
on what is appropriate develop-
ment within the historic areas, and

what was there in 1878.

Another key piece of that is
looking at the industrial areas
around the Town like the Mystic
River waterfront and the areas
along Rutherford Avenue.

“That other piece is how is that
different than areas zoned indus-
trial and how do we want to start
thinking about the future for those
areas,” he said.

Right now, the BPDA has been
spending most of its Charlestown
time going through the comments

from the first meeting. Overall,
he said he was happy with the
questions asked and the progress
made.

“I was really excited there was
such a high level of enthusiasm
and so many people showing up,”
he said. “However, Charlestown
is 19,000 people and there were
just residents. There are other
stakeholders and business owners
that didn’t get counted. We had
folks from Turn It Around, which
was great. It’s great we had all

those people and we’re working
hard to engage others and make
sure this is representative of all of
Charlestown.”

In addition, the PLAN:
Charlestown web page has been
updated with the presentation
from Jan. 20, and there is also
more news on there. Finally, there
is an Advisory Group to the pro-
cess that is forming and seeking
nominations. To nominate some-
one, go to the website.

PHILLIPS (from pg. 7)

degree in economics and math-
ematics from the University of
Pennsylvania, the J.D. degree from
the University of Pennsylvania
Law School, and a Master of
Divinity degree from Harvard
University. (I am an ordained
Unitarian Universalist minister.)

I have worked over many years
as a campaign volunteer in numer-
ous state and local campaigns, as
well as national campaigns begin-
ning with the late Sen. Kennedy’s
presidential bids. T have also been
involved with many, many local
citizen actions, including (to name
a few): the Cambridge Climate
Emergency Congress; the cam-
paign to save the Silver Maple
Forest at Alewife Reservation;
the Inman Square Neighborhood
action to preserve the integrity
of our public spaces; the pro-
tection of condominium owners’

and tenants’ rights; and the fight
to end unsafe nuclear energy in
Massachusetts. I have served
for 15 years as a Commissioner
on the City of Cambridge LGBT
Commission (where I am one
of the three remaining founding
Commissioners).

The  Democratic  State
Committee is charged with sup-
porting Democratic candidates at
all levels of government, as well
as supporting the democratically
established positions spelled out
in the Massachusetts Democratic
Platform (which will next be
revised in 2021, a process to be
largely guided by the members of
the Democratic State Committee),
and advocating for both legislative
initiatives and citizen ballot initia-
tives which promote the values of
our Party.

I have been endorsed for re-elec-

SERVICE DIRECTORY

JOHN J. RECCA
;( PAINTING \!

Interior/Exterior
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates
Free Estimates
reccapainting@hotmail.com

781-241-2454

Ryan
Masonry

Chimneys °* Fireplaces
Cellar Floors * Restoration
French Drains * Repointing

Free Estimates, Lic. & Ins.

Local References
Phil - 61'7-230-3490

Licensed & insured

Complete electrical services
www.johnpmchughelectric.com

Jmchugh447@gmail.com
617-320-7703

ceek For Hjy,

uter consultant availgpy,
ComP home or business, - /or

SERVICES INCLUDE:

+ PC support & networking of all types with
focus on secure Internet access (wired & wireless),
+ broadband router & firewall technology,
* virus detection/prevention,
+ spam control & data security/recovery.

617-241-9664
¥617-515-2933

tion by over 100 local elected
officials, local Democratic leaders,
and Democratic State Committee
colleagues.

There will also be elections for
the Democratic Ward Committees
(to serve for the next four years)
as part of the upcoming March 3
primary in every ward in the city.
Ward committees form the back-
bone of our local political organi-
zations, and play a major role in
both issue organizing and grass-
roots campaigning. For those who
are interested in getting involved in
your local political organization,
this is a once-in-four-years oppor-
tunity to get in on the ground
floor! Each ward can elect up to
35 members on March 3. In most
wards, fewer names than the num-
ber of seats available will appear
on your ballots. Open seats can
be filled by write-in candidates — in
Massachusetts, write-in candidates
must receive at least the number
of votes equal to the number of
signatures that would have been
necessary to qualify for the ballot
in the first place. For ward com-
mittees that qualifying number is
just 5, so if there are a lot of open
seats in your ward, it can be a
fairly simple matter to win one of
those seats! (Obviously, if there is
a contest, the write-in candidates

with the highest votes — up to the
number of open seats — will be
elected.)

If you are interested in running
as a write-in candidate for your
ward committee, I would recom-
mend that you submit your name
prior to the election to the staff
at your Election or City Clerk’s
Office, so that the election work-
ers in your precincts can be alerted
to look for and count your votes.
I also suggest that as a courtesy,
you contact your local ward chair
to introduce yourself and your
candidacy. (Contact information
for all ward chairs is available
at the Massachusetts Democratic
Party’s website, www.massdems.
org, and also from your local
election office) This is particularly
important as there are vacancies
in most committees from time to
time — often even immediately
after the primary — which can be
filled by the committees’ exist-
ing memberships from interested
applicants.

Please remember that if you
are “unenrolled” (that’s what
we call “independents” here if
you are new to Massachusetts),
you can vote in our primary by
requesting a Democratic ballot
when you check in at your polling
place, or when you request an

absentee ballot. (Absentee ballots
may be requested until noon on
Monday, March 2.) Early voting
is also available this year for the
Presidential Primary, with special
voting locations open from Feb.
24 through Feb. 28, as well as
by mail. Again, check with your
local Elections Office for addition-
al details.

Finally, I want to remind every-
one of the importance of getting
out to vote for the candidate of
your choice in this year’s supreme-
ly important Presidential race!
Voting - in every election - is
important. It is the most sacred
right — and obligation — of citizens
in a democracy. People in many
parts of our world still fight — and
die - for this privilege. We should
never take it lightly. Please go to
the polls and vote on March 3 and
vote as if your life depended on it.

Please feel free to email me
at Irphillips@rocketmail.com if
you have any questions, or visit
my website, www.LesleyPhillips.
org. And again, [ respect-
fully ask for your vote for my
re-election as your Democratic
State Committeewoman for the
Middlesex and Suffolk District.
Thank you!

Real Estate Transfers

BUYER 1

Bailey FT Essa, Lina B 197 8th St #230

Kirk, Garrett Mcpherson, Kris 275 Bunker Hill St #2
Lrike, William Hayes, Anne M 55 Main St #6

11 Prospect Street LLC ~ Manganelli, Carl F 11 Prospect St

SELLER 1

ADDRESS

PRICE
$1,020,000
$871,000
$625,000
$1,455,000

___/_\.VZI E I ite Sales

253 Main St. ® Charlestown ® 617-241-5566
www.c2 1elite.com

* Rentals ¢ Free Market Analysis
Certified Buyer Agents
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CLASS I FI E D s ECTI 0 N APPLICATIONS Charlestown  Working  Theater.

AVAILABLEFOR CMA  SAVE THE DATEBURN, "o oo oo 1

SCHOLARSHIPS BOSTON, BURN AT THE they take you on a fairy tale journey

« 272 GEN'L The  Charlestown  Mothers LIBRARY through an enchanted forest filled with

+ 123

APTS. FOR RENT

NAHANT - Oceanfront,
newly renovated 3BR,
1.5BA, lg. 3/4acre yard,
off st. pkg., fireplace,
central air, full basement
for storage, WD.
$3200-no ufil,, 1st & sec.
781-576-9414

2/26

REVERE - Available now -
28R off Malden St. near
school, fridge and W/D in
apartment, small pet ok,
off st. parking. $2000 1st
& security. 781-535-2773
2/19

LYNN - Diamond District.
Beautiful modern, newly
renovated. Large, 3BR

in nice 3 fam. house.
Stainless steel Kitchen,
beautiful HW floors ...
Call 617 529 0879

SOBER

HOUSING

Sober Housing Accommo-
dations

Safe and sober housing
accommodations for men
and women available
now in Revere, East
Boston and Lynn. Call
today 617-610-0053 or
visit www.americasober.
com

EVERETT - 2BR, Lots of
storage, walk in closets,
sunporch, Casino view
954-649-0033

2/19

REVERE Beachmont

- 3BR, 2BA, LR, Kit,
Laundry in bldg., Sec

8 approved. $2500
includes heat 339-224-
3839

2/26

BUILDING

FOR SALE

REVERE
Great Location
2 Store Fronts T 4BR Apt.
5 open Pkg. spots
$950.000
6177857027

« 137

OFFICE/

COMM’L
RENTALS

REVERE: 0ff Broadway.
Professional office space.
On public transportation.
Call for details. 978-590-
8810

DEADLINES: For classi-

fied line ads, deadlines
are Monday by 4 p.m.

Call 781-485-0588 or

fax the ad to 781-485-
1403

AMANA
washer/dryer
3 yrs old

Call for prices
617-233-1121

WWW.cancer.org
1.800.ACS.2345

HELP
WANTED

Delivery Driver, Part Time,
Sherwin-Williams Co.,
Medford. 25-27 hrs/wk,
S14.starting wage. Clean
Ne. Pre-employment drug
test/physical req'd. Call
781395 4463

EEO

HOUSE

FOR RENT

REVERE - Small 1BR house
near Wonderland station.
2 pkg spaces. $1500 no
utilities. Call 781-286-
6617 for info. Leave
message.

3/5

NEED TO SELL Your
House? Call fo reach
over 50,000 readers.
Call 781-485-0588 or
fax the ad to 781-485-

SELLING YOUR AUTO?
Call for our 4 week
special! Call 781-485-
0588.

LOOKING FOR Great Re-
sults? Call our dlassified
department. Call 781-
485-0588 or fax the ad
to 781-485-1403

Mammograms
Save Lives.

All women over 40 should
have a mammogram once a
year. Breast cancer found
early offers the best chance

to be cured. Free or low cost
mammograms are available.
For more information and
answers to any of your cancer
questions, contact us any time,
day or night.

American
Cancer
Society®

Association is pleased to offer up
to $15,000 in college scholarships,
to men and women who have been
residents of Charlestown for at least
five years, and will be attending col-
lege full-time this fall. The amount
of each scholarship awarded will be
determined by the CMA Scholarship
Committee. Last year, CMA awarded
10 scholarships. Copies of the applica-
tion are available at the “Scholarship”
tab on the CMA website, www.charles-
townmothersassociation.org, and also
at the Charlestown Branch Library at
the circulation desk. The completed
application is due by April 24.

*February 17-21:
Recess - No School

to School

Meeting

eHarvard-Kent School Dates:

this is a coffee chat this month

Development  Agency

*February 24: Students return
*March 11: School Site Council
*March 21: Spring Fling 2020
*Feb 10-April 3: K2 and All

other Grade Priority Registration
*February 17-21: No School

February Break

*Monday, February 24: School
Resumes

*Tuesday, February 25th:

8:15-9:30am School Site Council
/HKPA Monthly Meeting *note

invites

TO PLACE YOUR AD CALL
781-485-0588

the surrounding community for
a meeting to provide feedback
regarding any potential updates to
the Charlestown Urban Renewal
Plan.

When: Thursday, Feb. 27, 6-8
p.m.

Where: Knights of Columbus,
545 Medford St, Charlestown

eAbutters Meeting for 11
Prospect St

A meeting to discuss a proposal
to confirm occupancy as a three
family. Full gut renovation as per
plans. Selective demo of existing
building. Provide electrical, heat-
ing, plumbing. Install blue board
and insulation, install new kitch-
ens and bathrooms.

When: Tuesday, Feb. 25, 6 p.m.

Where: 11 Prospect St.

Burn Boston Burn: the Largest
Arson Case in the History of the
Country”; book presentation by for-
mer ATF Federal Agent Wayne M.
Miller @ Charlestown Branch Library
-- Thursday March 5. More details in
upcoming editions of The Charlestown
Patriot Bridge.

CHARLESTOWN
WORKING THEATER
WINTER PANTO 2020

CWT’s Artist in Residence imag-
inary beasts present a Winter Panto
2020: Hansel and Gretel! at the

For e Record

sweet adventures and delicious dan-
gers. When young Hansel and Gretel
find themselves lost in the woods,
things take a suitably “Grimm?”
turn, until they chance upon a house
made of gingerbread. Will our hun-
gry heroes satisfy their every sweet-
tooth; or, will they bite off more than
they can chew? Save 25% by using
code GINGERBREAD when you pur-
chase online tickets. Visit imaginary-
beasts.org or call 866-811-4111 for
more information. The Charlestown
Working Theater is at 442 Bunker Hill
Street. Online at charlestownwork-
ingtheater.org

oWarren-Prescott School Dates:
February

oThe Charlestown Mothers
Association is pleased to offer up
to $15,000 in college scholarships,
to men and women who have
been residents of Charlestown for
at least five years, and will be
attending college full-time this
fall. The amount of each schol-
arship awarded will be deter-
mined by the CMA Scholarship
Committee.  Last year, CMA
awarded 10 scholarships. Copies
of the application are available at
the “Scholarship” tab on the CMA
website, www.charlestownmoth-
ersassociation.org, and also at
the Charlestown Branch Library
at the circulation desk. The com-
pleted application is due by April
24, 2020.

*Boston University’s “City of
Boston” Weekend

Boston University will be
hosting their City of Boston
Weekend On February 22-23 on
the University’s Charles River
Campus. During the weekend, BU
will be offering free admission for
Boston residents to the following
events: Women’s Ice Hockey vs.
UConn, Men’s Ice Hockey vs.
UConn, and Men’s Basketball vs.
American University.

Where: BU’s Charles River
Campus

*BPDA: Urban Renewal
Community Meeting
The Boston Planning and

eBusiness 101: Commercial
Space Workshop Series

A five-part workshop series for
small business owners who are
looking to sign a lease and open
up a commercial space. Whether
you’re ready to expand your
home-based business or looking
for a space for a brand new con-

cept, this series aims to arm you
with the information you need
to begin this exciting process. All
workshops will include food, net-
working opportunities, interpre-
tive services and a child-friendly
environment. Each Monday from
Feb. 24 to March 23, 5 - 8 p.m.
The Dewitt Center, 122 Dewitt
Drive, Boston, MA 02120

eMayflower 2020 volunteers:
Mayflower Sails 2020 needs vol-
unteers. The Mayflower 2 will be
sailing into the Charlestown Navy
Yard from May 15-19, 2020.
If you are interested in volun-
teering, please visit the webpage
located at MayflowerSails2020.
com or write to info@mayflower-
sails2020.com.

In the comments section state
that you live in Charlestown.

eHOW TO REPORT A
PROBLEM PROPERTY

Since taking office in 2014,
Mayor Walsh has made fixing
quality of life issues a priority in
his administration. From investing
in Public Works to making sure
community policing is a staple
in every neighborhood, we are
making sure every neighborhood
is clean, safe and a great place to
live and work in. Unfortunately
some properties in Boston need
more help than others, and that’s
why we are here. If you know
of a property that fits one of the
following criteria: multiple calls
to 911, one that’s blighted or just
a general concern, we encourage
you to reach out to your neigh-
borhood liaison.
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YOUTH HOCKEY
UPDATE

eBantams — The Bantams fol-
lowed a tough loss to Stoneham on
Jan. 31 with an enthusiastic win
over Dorchester the very next day,
Feb. 1 in Revere, 2-1. Joe Greene
and Mike McLaughlin scored 46
seconds apart early as Charlestown
edged Dorchester. That was fol-
lowed by another close loss to
Stoneham, 3-6, but a big rebound,
6-0, against Cambridge in
Charlestown on Feb. 15. They
face the Junior Railers on Friday

in Malden.

*The PeeWee 2 team came away
with a win against Lexington/
Bedford, 8-2, on Feb. 2. Lucas
Wheeler scored his sixth and sev-
enth goals of the game late to give
Charlestown the win.

®The Squirt 1 team near-
ly snapped their skid against
Needham on Feb. 15, but ended
up falling 2-3 in a close game. The
team began the year really hot, but
has struggled with several close
games going the wrong way.

*The Squirt 2 team put up
a good win against Lexington/

Council votes to remember
Florence Johnson in new tribute

By Seth Daniel

Councilor Lydia Edwards and
the City Council voted unani-
mously Feb. 12 on a resolution
that starts the process of getting
her name placed at the memorial
for her son, Edward, who was
killed in Vietham and remem-
bered with a hero square in
Charlestown.

The new resolution by
Councilor  Edwards  honors
Florence Johnson for her service
to the National and Gold Start
families. A veteran from World
War II, she was also a tremendous
advocate for Gold Star families
following the death of her son,
Edward Johnson, during Vietnam
in 1967. He was killed in action
during his service.

Florence Johnson died in 2014,
and was honored after her death
by many from Charlestown and

“This resolution starts the pro-
cess to allow her to permanently
join her son and place a memory
in her name under her son’s Hero
Square sign in Charlestown,” said
Councilor Edwards. “It’s a small
token of appreciation for Flo
Johnson for everything she did for
veterans and Gold Star families
throughout her life. It’s important
that we recognize all of our vet-
erans, especially the women who
joined in 1944.”

According to  Edwards,
Johnson dedicated her life to vet-
erans and Gold Star families after
the death of Edward Johnson,
holding roles such as the President
of the Massachusetts and Rhode
Island Gold Star Mothers, mem-
bership in the Abraham Lincoln
Post #11 G.A.R. of Charlestown,
Past Commander of American
Legion Bunker Hill Post #26 of
Charlestown, and Honor Society
of Women Legion 20-4.

across the nation.

s

Park Your Car
In 02129

70 Single Families Sold
40 without parking
($622/SF)

30 with parking
($695/SF)
Average Sale price
$1,289,651"

"Per MLS

GRACE BLOODWELL, Broker

15+ Years Experience, Local Resident
$20,000,000 Annual Gross Sales 2016-2019
Seller, Buyer & Landlord Representation

Please call with your real estate questions.

617-512-4939

grace.bloodwell@nemoves.com
Coldwell Banker | 2 Thompson Sq | Charlestown MA

TOWNIE SPORTS

Bedford on Feb. 2, 5-3. Matt
Sorgini capped a hat trick with
3:43 left and Harrison Fisher, who
assisted on that goals scored 38
seconds later to give Charlestown
a 5-3 victory over Lexington/
Bedford. On Feb. 8, however, they
took a tough loss, 2-4 to Stoneham
in Malden. They face the Demons
in Revere on Feb. 22.

*The Squirt 3 team came away
with a win against Agawam on Feb.
2 in Hockeytown. Marten scored
what turned out to be the winner
as Charlestown edged Agawam
late. The team picked up a good
win, 5-3, this week against Beverly
in Hockeytown.

eU14 GIRLS: The Ul14 girls
faced the Northeast Pioneers in
LoConte Rink and came away
with a win, 3-1, on Feb. 8. They
remain in third place, but have
more games to play and are 16-1-2
overall in the season.

°U12 GIRLS: The girls have
had a long break in action, with
no game scheduled until this week-
end. They remain in first place
with an overall record of 16-3-2.

eU12/10B GIRLS: The girls
faced the Natick Comets on Feb.
15 in Essex Arena on the early
game. The girls fought to a draw
for most of the game, with Goalie
Erin Alves playing steady along
with the defense. The offense was
on the attack, but couldn’t get it
to go in despite several great shots
on net. Down 1-0, controversy
entered when a goal appeared to
ricochet into the net late in the
third period. However, the refer-

ee waived off the goal saying it
hit the post. That was disputed,
but the call stood. Natick edged
Charlestown 1-0.

CYHA COMEDY NIGHT

A vital fundraising event,
CYHA Comedy Night is upcom-
ing on Sunday, February 23, at 7
p.m. in the Knights of Columbus
Hall. The night is a hilarious time
with multiple comedians perform-
ing, most importantly it will be
hosted by Charlestown’s own
Tony V. You don’t want to miss it.

The event is essential for raising
funds required for our teams to
compete in the State Playdown
Championships. Individual
Comedy Tickets can be purchased
at the Snack Shack in the Rink for
$25, or a table of 10 for $200.

Raffles will also be available
before & at the event:

oSigned Brad Marchand shirt!

*Bruins players sticks!

eThemed baskets done by
teams!

If you have any inquiries please
don’t hesitate to email fundrais-
ing@CYHA.com.

CHARLESTOWN

LITTLE LEAGUE

WINTER WORK

Winter Clinics: Tuesdays 6-8pm
at Harvard-Kent School gym, Jan
7- Mar 17. 6-7pm for tee ball and
Rookie Ball/Coach Pitch; 7-8pm
for AAA and Majors. There will
be no clinics when Boston Public

The Friends of the

Charlestown Branch
of the Boston Public Library
hosts

THE LARGEST ARSON
CASE IN THE HISTORY
OF THE COUNTRY
Thursday, March 5
6:00 pm
Charlestown Branch Library

BURNBCSTON BURN

THE LARGEST ARSON
CASE IN THE HISTORY OF
THE COUNTRY

‘BURN

ROSTON

K BURN

o t

 WAYNE'M. MILLER.

Book presentation given by author and
former ATF Federal Agent

Wayne M. Miller

free & open to all including
a book signing & reception

Charlestown Branch Library, 179 Main St.
Wheelchair accessible. For more information visit

www.friendsofcharlestownlib.org

Schools are closed for vacation,
holidays, or snow days.

March 24 and March 31 will be
mandatory player evaluations for
all (current and new) AAA play-
ers (6-7pm) and Majors players
(7-8pm).

Tee ball: ages 4-7 yrs. (for those
just starting baseball and cannot
hit a pitched ball)

Rookie Ball/Coach Pitch: ages
5-7 yrs. (must be able to hit a
pitched ball)

AAA: first level of player pitch:
2nd and 3rd graders

Majors: 4th, Sth and 6th grad-
ers.

Player registration and volun-
teer sign-ups will be available on
line soon- stay tuned!

LITTLE LEAGUE
REGISTRATION

IS OPEN

Registration for the 2020 season
is now open! $85 for the first child
in a family for Rookie ball/AAA/
Majors, $35 for siblings. $40 for
tee ball. Registration after March
1st will be $100, so register early!
Please also register as a volunteer
to coach or help with events- any
help is appreciated!!

Here is a quick link to our web-
site- register on line and read about
the schedule and division levels
here:  https://tshq.bluesombrero.
com/charlestownllma

We hope to start outdoor prac-
tices on April 11, weather permit-
ting. The Opening Day parade
will be on April 25, with the MLB
Pitch/Hit/Run competition that
day instead of games, since it is the
last day of April break.

Other important dates:

*Dick’s sporting  good
Charlestown Little League shop
weekend March 21-22 at the
Medford and Saugus locations-
20% off everything.

eMandatory player evaluations
for AAA (6-7pm) and Majors
(7-8pm) at Harvard Kent on
March 24 and March 31.

ePicture Day June 6

*End of regular season June 20

WINTER SOFTBALL
CLINICS

The Charlestown Girls Softball
team winter clinics will take place
for girls ages 4-18 (as of Jan. 1)
from 6-8 p.m. Clinics started on
Monday and will continue each
Monday through March 30, with
the next one being on Jan. 27.
Spring registrations will also begin
for instructional through 14U.

Contact Jack Schievink at (617)
201-4507 or Bill Nugent at (617)
447-3106.



