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P A T R I O T - B R I D G E
charlestown

By Seth Daniel

Pulling out a Bunker Hill flag 
and holding it high for the mas-
sive crowd in the Warren Prescott 
gym to see, BPDA Planner Ted 
Schwartzberg delivered the open-
ing salvo in the battle of PLAN 
Charlestown – telling the audience 
the City is ready to work with 
them for the next two years, but 
that they didn’t come out to have 
a fight or to quench the craving for 
community melodrama.

PLAN Charlestown might be 
the most highly anticipated and 
talked-about community planning 
(or, if you will, Master Plan) pro-
cesses in the City’s recent history. 
All of the hype over the process, 
and setting the ground rules and 
boundaries, came to a head last 
Thursday night, Jan. 30, in the 
Warren-Prescott gym with the kick 
off.

Set up as an Open House with 

several information stations to 
choose from, and a horde of BPDA 
specialists staffing them, residents 
could look into any aspect of plan-
ning that would come up – from 
environmental resiliency to land 
use to the current amounts of 
state/City-owned land.

First and foremost, they said 
this process won’t be about a fight.

“This is supposed to be a fair 
process, but it is not a fight,” said 
Schwartzberg. “If you’re coming 
for arguments, theatre or drama, 
this isn’t the place. If that’s what 
you’re looking for, I can give you 
my Netflix password and there’s 
plenty of drama to watch there. 
If you’re looking for a battle or 
an enemy, look at your neighbors 
here. If you fight this process, 
you’re fighting the opportunity to 
create a shared vision with your 
neighbors and us.”
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3

T O P  B I L L I N G
Your Ad Here  Call 781 485 0588

REVERE DENTISTRY AND BRACES
General and Cosmetic Dentistry for Adults and Children

370 Broadway • 781-629-9093 • Offers.RevereDentistryAndBraces.com Your Ad HereCall 781 485 0588

(PLAN Pg. 9)

Photos Katy Rogers

Iris Cabot used the edge of the rink as a guide while she enjoyed skating at the Steriti Rink in the North End 
for the annual Warren-Prescott School skating day last Saturday, Feb. 1. Experienced skaters to beginners 
joined classmates and their families for skating, raffles and snacks.  See Pages 6 and 7 for more photos.

STEADY AS SHE GOES PLAN Charlestown kicks off 
with huge crowd at Open House

Photo by Seth Daniel

BPDA Planner Ted Schwartzberg holds up a Bunker Hill flag during 
the kick-off of PLAN Charlestown on Jan. 30. He said that displaying 
the flag meant that he was there to work for the community. He also 
implored residents not to come to planning meetings to seek out battles 
or drama.

By Seth Daniel

The world of school budgets 
within the Boston Public Schools 
(BPS) has rarely been marked by 
intrigue or excitement in years past, 
but new Supt. Brenda Cassellius 
said this week that her first budget 
proposal is different than any pre-
vious ones because she simply did 
what parents asked her to do – and 
that will be grounds for excitement 
in the schools.

Cassellius presented her first 
School Budget proposal to the 
School Committee Wednesday 
night, Feb. 5, and it was one that 
was quite different from previ-
ous budgets – full of support-
ive services, basic fixes and laying 

the groundwork for expansion, 
all buoyed by a new commit-
ment from Mayor Martin Walsh 
of $200 million over three years. 
It also came after her exhaustive 
tour of every school building, and 
hosting several community meet-
ings, throughout the City since last 
August.

“We are going to fix things 
because we were listening to what 
the parents told us they want us to 
do,” said Cassellius in an interview 
with the Patriot-Bridge. “That’s 
why I think it’s such a different 
budget. It’s based on what students 
say they need and what teachers 
say they need. When I was on my 
tour, I’ll never forget a girl I met 
in (Roxbury). She was asked why 

she liked her school. She said it’s 
because they give her what she 
needs. We are going to give people 
what they need to succeed.”

One of the first tenets of the 
new budget is to roll out a com-
plete supportive service program 
in 33 of the most underachieving 
schools in the city. In Charlestown, 
that will include Charlestown High 
School and the Edwards Middle 
School (which will start to be 
phased out). The Transformation 
program will include social work-
ers, school psychologists, a family 
liaison and teaching instruction 
facilitators. That will also include 
revamping the curriculum in those 
schools, particularly high school’s, 

A Different Budget
New superintendent’s budget reflects what she heard

(Budget Pg. 8)
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HAVE WE TURNED A CORNER?
For the first time since 2014, life expectancy in the United States has 

risen after four years of decline, according to a report released this past 
Thursday by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

Overall life expectancy rose to 78.7 years in 2018, a slight increase 
from 2017, when life expectancy stood at 78.6 years.

Despite the increase, life expectancy in the U.S only stands at where 
it did in 2010. In other words, we’ve had a decade of stagnation in our 
country’s life expectancy, the only Western nation to have no gain in this 
ultimate measure of national health.

Worse than that however, is this statistic: Life expectancy in the U.S. 
has fallen behind even poor nations, such as Portugal, Costa Rica, Cuba, 
and Slovenia, all of whom trailed far behind us in the 1990s.

Many factors have contributed to the recent national decline in life 
expectancy, most notably the opioid crisis, suicides, and alcohol abuse. 
These are what experts refer to as “deaths of despair,”  a statistic that 
has risen dramatically among the American white male population of 
all ages.

So here’s one question: If it is true that we are still amidst the longest 
economic recovery of all time, why have America’s “deaths of despair” 
reached an all-time high?

In our view, one obvious answer is this: The economic gains of the 
past decade have accrued only to the very wealthy, which in turn has 
resulted in many Americans falling out of the middle class and others 
not being able to get there.

Consider that the national minimum wage in the U.S. presently is a 
paltry $7.25. And just how paltry is it? If the increase in the minimum 
wage had kept pace with the increase in the cost of living for the past 50 
years (the minimum wage in 1968 was $1.60), the minimum wage today 
would be about $22.00. If you do the math, the lowest-paid workers 
in the U.S. should be making at least $800 per week; instead, they are 
making only about $300 per week.  

However, the working poor are not the only ones who have been left 
out of our nation’s supposed economic growth. The median household 
income in the U.S. in 1968 was $7,700. If that figure had kept pace 
with the cost of living, the median income today would be more than 
$90,000. However, median household income in the U.S. in 2019 was 
just $63,000, far below where it should be.

So now ponder this thought: If things have remained bleak for many 
of our fellow Americans even during the longest economic expansion on 
record, what will happen when the next recession hits?

The bottom line in America in 2020 simply is this: The very wealthy 
are getting much wealthier, while everybody else is getting poorer, with 
the costs of housing, health care, nursing home care for seniors, and a 
college education increasingly eluding the grasp of the rapidly-sinking 
American middle-class.

The end result of this economic dislocation can be seen in our nation-
al health statistics that show an increase in “deaths of despair” and an 
overall decline in our national life expectancy. 

The stark reality of America in 2020 comes down to this: Americans 
today are living shorter -- and unhappier -- lives.

By Mayor Martin J. Walsh

  February is Black History 
Month and, in Boston, we have a 
full series of events planned to cel-
ebrate the achievements of Black 
Bostonians-- the women and men, 
seniors and students, veterans and 
clergy, business owners and activ-
ists who have been at the heart 
of our city’s progress and success 
since the beginning. 

 Honoring this history and prog-
ress is something we must do every 
day, all year round. That’s why 
Boston is helping to lead a national 
movement to recognize that Black 
history is #MoreThanAMonth. 
This year, Black History Month 
kicks off a year-round celebration, 
in partnership with Boston’s Black 
community, that we are calling a 
Year of Black Excellence. Black 
Excellence events will reach all 
ages and offer a range of activities 
including arts, sports, history, cul-
ture, job resources, and communi-
ty programming. 

Black History Month began on 
Feb. 3 at City Hall with a Black 
Heritage Kickoff Celebration. 
It continues with events like the 
Carter G. Woodson Basketball 

Tournament, the Dream Chasers 
Call for Artists, our Age Strong 
Black Heritage Celebration 
for seniors, the third Annual 
Fashionscape and Arts of Boston, 
our 4th Annual African American 
Veterans Brunch, and many more. 
The remainder of our Year of 
Black Excellence will be anchored 
by a series of signature events, 
in partnership with community 
members and leading Boston insti-
tutions. 

In July, Boston will host the 
national NAACP convention. 
Being named the host city for 
this national event was a great 
honor. We saw right away what 
an opportunity it would be to not 
only celebrate our city’s progress, 
but also to catalyze a future of 
Black achievement that pushes us 
ever closer to Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s dream of equality, jus-
tice, and harmony. We are work-
ing closely with the community to 
host the greatest NAACP conven-
tion ever held. This event will be a 
milestone in Boston’s history and a 
focus of the national conversation 
around social justice and econom-
ic equity. 

Ultimately, real change is what 
it’s all about. That’s why our Year 

of Black Excellence also coin-
cides with major new initiatives 
and investments we are making 
in affordable housing, equity in 
education, access to transporta-
tion, and environmental justice. 
We will show that when we work 
to empower everyone and increase 
equity across our neighborhoods, 
our city becomes a better place for 
all-- and we can lead the nation 
forward as well. 

We are being bold in Boston. 
We have made progress, but there 
is much work still to be done. 
We are inspired by the history 
of individual accomplishment and 
community progress that Black 
Bostonians have achieved, often 
against tremendous odds. 

In January, we began the year 
by remembering the legacy of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. He led the 
country to greater equality and 
justice, but the realization of his 
dream is not complete. His vision 
continues to inspire more progress 
every day. That’s ultimately what 
our Year of Black Excellence is all 
about. I invite you to join us. 

If you’d like to learn more, visit 
boston.gov/black-excellence.

Martin J. Walsh is the Mayor 
of Boston.

Guest Op-Ed

Black history is more than a month. 
Join our year-round celebration.
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Letter to the Editor CLERGY VIEWPOINT
From the Charlestown Clergy Association

Listening...
By Very Reverend James Ronan, VF – Pastor, St. Mary-St. Catherine of Siena Parish

MIXED BLESSING
To the Editor,
For a moment it seemed mag-

ical -   set designers, Hollywood 
stars, and a manufactured winter 
wonderland right outside our win-
dows and doors. Disney Plus had 
chosen Charlestown to produce 
its tween stream, ‘Godmothered’ 
and it felt flattering - our neigh-
borhood (for the third time in less 
than a decade) would be seen on 
the big screen by viewers around 
the globe. However, day by day 
too many of us that live on High 
and Pleasant streets, as well as 
Monument Square, became dis-
illusioned due to the tremendous 
disruption the production was 
wreaking on our lives. In the three 
days that followed, my neighbors 
and I were forced to live with:

•diesel generators, vehicles and 
equipment (e.g. cranes), operating 
an arm’s distance from our homes 
and causing significant deteriora-
tion in our air quality;

•lights setting the night sky 
aglow and the noise from the crew 
and its vehicles/equipment in full 
operation until nearly day break 
(4 a.m.);

•refusals to provide direct 
answers to questions regarding the 
composition of their artificial snow 
products that are being blown into 
the air; the same air that we are 
breathing, and when settled, a sub-
stance that is being tracked into 
our homes.

We understand that the enter-
tainment industry provides an 
important revenue stream for the 
City and state, which we support.  
We are used to the inconvenience 
of not being able to park near 
our homes for days on end as 
film crews commandeer multiple 
blocks of neighborhood streets to 
park their vehicles and equipment. 
But we need our elected represen-
tatives’ help to ensure that what 
we’ve experienced over the last 
few days is no longer allowed nor 
repeated.

Charlestown, we need to 
ensure that we are better protect-
ed when the city/state allows the 
entertainment industry to set up 
their filming operations outside 
our front doors.  As residents of 
Boston, we have no opportunity to 
voice opposition when the industry 
decides our neighborhood street 
offers a desired shot. The first time 
we are made aware of these oper-
ations is when flyers are posted on 
our doors and no-parking signs are 
erected on our streets often only 
several days in advance of the film 
crew’s arrival.  

There are simple solutions that 
could help remedy what we expe-

rienced. For example:
  •Enforce the state’s no-idling 

laws. Detail police officers who 
are on-site need to protect neigh-
borhood residents by enforcing 
the state’s no-idling laws. When 
the film crew’s large concentration 
of diesel vehicles, equipment and 
generators operate on our narrow/
congested neighborhood streets, 
our air quality and our health 
are significantly impacted. Diesel 
exhaust is toxic and infants and the 
elderly are particularly susceptible. 
Those with respiratory conditions 
such as asthma or chronic obstruc-
tive pulmonary disorder (COPD) 
can experience acute impacts and 
we need not remind ourselves that 
diesel exhaust is a known human 
carcinogen. We have laws intended 
to protect the public’s health from 
these harmful toxic exposures.  We 
have police officers on site with the 
film crew while they operate. Why 
aren’t these laws being enforced?

•Sponsor new policy propos-
als that require the entertainment 
industry to replace their use of die-
sel-powered electric vehicles/equip-
ment with an electric fleet, espe-
cially if operations move them into 
our residential neighborhoods. 
There are models that Boston 
could follow and that your office 
could propose, such as policies/
processes underway in Vancouver, 
British Columbia to reduce harm-
ful diesel emissions by electrifying 
the operations of the film indus-
try. Taxes/fees could be levied to 
an entertainment firm’s operating 
permit to help offset the city’s 
cost for the installation of addi-
tional electrical connections. Not 
only would such policies improve 
the film industry’s public health 
impacts in this region, it would 
also reduce the city’s contribution 
of greenhouse gas emissions.

•Restrict the hours of the day 
that the entertainment industry is 
permitted to film/operate in resi-
dential neighborhoods, unless all 
impacted residents are provided 
financial resources for reloca-
tion.  On Jan. 30/31, the Disney+ 
film crew shot a scene outside 
our homes into the early morning, 
roughly 4 a.m. We are not aware 
of any non-emergency activity that 
is permitted to use bright lights and 
noisy equipment along with a large 
collection of individuals talking 
outside residences until such late 
hours.  Many of us on High and 
Pleasant streets did not sleep that 
night. How could the city/state 
approve these operations? The 
next day was going to be the same 
story and only through complain-
ing did representatives of the film 

In the course of any parish 
priest’s day, there are many var-
ied activities. Really, from concern 
over some item of the buildings 
to time spent with a family griev-
ing the death of a loved one, the 
spectrum is broad and deep – and 
I love it! Often the activity that is 
the most important and precious is 
listening. We priests are good lis-
teners – at least we try to be! Now 
that might not sound like “heavy 
lifting” – yet there are many times 
when it is! It depends on the matter 
being discussed. If it is about the 
future of a cherished quarterback 
for the New England Patriots, that 
is one thing; if the subject is a 
family coping with a loved one 
diagnosed with a terminal cancer, 
that is something else. 

Listening, in any event, calls 
one to offer complete attention 
to the other – and often we do 
not listen that way! As we hear 
another speaking, we are inclined 
to anticipate what the individual 
will say and then formulate our 
response before the person has 
finished speaking! At other times, 
one’s mind is elsewhere while 
another is speaking. Many of us 
have done this and have been in 
conversations where this is com-
mon, and when we reflect on it we 
come to realize that this is not true 
listening.

Some years ago, Carl Rogers, 
a noted psychologist and pro-
lific author, introduced a new 
way of looking at effective ther-
apy. Among other things, he 
suggested that what he called; 
“Unconditional Positive Regard” 
was crucial to effective psycho-
therapy. Rogers was talking about 

how we listen. He taught that 
healing can take place when, in 
an encounter, a listener gives his/
her entire attention to the other, 
in a positive and nonjudgmental 
way, allowing the person to speak 
and accepting without judgment 
whatever is said.  A person’s hurts, 
brokenness, shame, anxiety, fear, 
inferiority, confused identity and 
so much more can improve. On 
the one hand, it sounds so ele-
mentary and yet, in truth, it is so 
profound.

This very experience happens all 
the time, among friends, spouses, 
colleagues and teachers … It is that 
phenomenon of one human being 
caring for another. Caring in such 
a way as to make it possible for 
another to experience and grow in 
love and at times, to help another 
to open up and unburden all kinds 
of trouble and pain that is within. 
We all need such opportunities, 
and everyone is healthier because 
of them. At the same time, we 
all know there are some parts of 
life, some experiences, choices and 
actions that are very difficult and 
cannot easily be spoken about. 
Sometimes a priest can help. 

Actually, it is better to say, all 
the time, God can help. And God 
has chosen, for God’s own reasons, 
to be present to us in countless 
ways. A very specific and deep-
ly helpful way in which God is 
present is through the Sacraments 
of the Church. The Sacrament of 
Reconciliation often referred to 
as “Confession”, is one of these 
Sacraments. The fact that few use 
the Sacrament in these days does 
not diminish its value and its avail-
ability to be a source of Grace and 

healing for those who approach 
this precious gift.

Since my Ordination as a Priest 
in June 1982 to this present day, I 
am in awe of how God uses this 
sacrament to bring His love to 
people in these moments. Further, 
while I am well aware of the effec-
tiveness of counseling and therapy 
– the listening that happens in 
this Sacrament occasions a time 
of Grace: God is present and the 
Priest serves only as an instrument 
of this Grace in ways that are far 
beyond understanding.

A priest is available every 
Saturday afternoon from 3:15 – 
3:45 in the Confession corner in 
the upper Church. Further, during 
Lent there are special times set 
aside for Confession.  In addi-
tion, any person can contact the 
Parish Office to set up an appoint-
ment to celebrate the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation.

Rogers is right – lovingly listen-
ing to another can be a wonderful 
and healing experience. Imagine 
how much more such a moment 
can be when one seeks God in the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation and 
the fruits of that are forgiveness, 
healing and consolation. 

     Affordable Senior Housing 
Senior Living on Bellingham Hill 
100 Bellingham Street in Chelsea 

1-774-745-7446 
 

   Need a comfortable place to call home? 
   Studio and one-bedroom apartments for seniors aged 62 or above.  

   Certain income limits apply. Please call the number above for more information!                

Do you live in a community just north of Boston?              

     

                                If you need help getting dressed, grooming, bathing, or running errands,                                   
  our highly-qualified and trained team of Registered Nurses, Social Workers,                                       

                  Certified Nursing Assistants and Home Health Aides work with you to enhance  
                          your quality of life while allowing you to remain living independently. 

 

              Call RSSI In-Home Supportive Services 
                 Toll-Free at 1-888-333-2481 

                                                        Various payment options available.  Must be at least 18 years old. (LETTERS Pg. 4)

ITEMS FOR SALE
AMANA 
washer/dryer 
3 yrs old. 
FULL SIZE 
mattress & boxspring 
with frame
Call for prices.
617-233-1121
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Letter (from pg. 3)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Bunker Hill Community College (BHCC) will undergo a comprehensive evaluation visit March 29 – April 1, 2020, by a team representing the New England 
Commission of Higher Education (formerly the Commission on Institutions of Higher Education of the New England Association of Schools and Colleges, NEASC). 

The New England Commission of Higher Education is one of seven accrediting commissions in the United States that provide institutional accreditation on a 
regional basis. Accreditation is voluntary and applies to the institution as a whole. The Commission, which is recognized by the U.S. Department of Education, 
accredits approximately 220 institutions in the six-state New England region as well as several American-style institutions overseas. 

BHCC has been accredited by the Commission since 1976 and was last reviewed in 2010. Its accreditation by the Commission encompasses the entire institution. 

For the past year and a half, BHCC has been engaged in a process of self-study, addressing the Commission’s Standards for Accreditation. An evaluation team 
will visit the institution to gather evidence that the self-study is thorough and accurate. The team will recommend to the Commission a continuing status for the 
institution. Following a review process, the Commission itself will take the fi nal action. 

The public is invited to submit comments regarding the institution to: 
Public Comment on Bunker Hill Community College 

New England Commission of Higher Education 
3 Burlington Woods Drive, Suite 100, Burlington, MA 01803-4514 

E-mail: info@neche.org 

Public Comments must address substantive matters related to the quality of the institution. The Commission cannot settle disputes between individuals and 
institutions, whether those  involve faculty, students, administrators, or members of other groups. Comments will not be treated as confi dential and must include 
the name, address, and telephone number of the person providing the comments. 

Public Comments must be received by April 1, 2020. The Commission cannot guarantee that comments received after that date will be considered.

crew offer to put people up for a 
night at a nearby hotel. Why was 
this at their film crew’s discretion? 
Why did the city’s permit allow 
operations during such hours?

-If chemical substances used 
during film operations have the 
potential to impact the air, water or 
soil of residents located near such 
operation, provisions must be in 
place to require the full disclosure 
of the hazard profile of such sub-
stances.   Our streets were turned 
to an artificial snowy winter to 
set Disney+’s scene.  Flyers posted 
stated that the artificial snow was 
“not chemicals” and was “safe 
for humans and pets.” Yet when 
we saw the crew mixing the agent 
and blowing this mixture into the 
air we breathe, we asked for more 
information. What chemicals are 
comprised in this artificial snow 
product? Blanket assurances of 
safety are simply not sufficient for 

those who want to have a deep-
er understanding of the chemicals 
that are being put into the air we 
breathe and that are being tracked 
into our homes. We have a right to 
know.  Yet when asked, the crew 
simply evaded our questions.   We 
had to call the Fire Department 
to request access to the  safety 
data sheet  (SDS) for the product, 
which firms are required to keep 
on hand wherever workers use a 
given chemical product. We were 
still unsatisfied with the answer 
provided to the Fire Department 
official, given that the crew provid-
ed an SDS for the product that was 
not even used; the name we saw 
on the product, “Giles” did not 
match the SDS provided to the Fire 
Department personnel. So what 
are they hiding? If there’s noth-
ing to hide, why aren’t provisions 
being made to fully disclose the 
nature of the materials/substances 

used? Despite being “cleaned-up” 
this material is still all over our 
sidewalks and street.

•Keep parking restrictions to 
a minimum and require that the 
industry pay for parking for res-
idents in an impacted area.  As 
you know, our neighborhoods are 
encountering the worst scenario 
possible regarding residential street 
parking due to the wave of devel-
opment that has been permitted. 
We understand that as residents, 
we don’t own the street parking 
near our homes. However, permit-
ting film crews to restrict multiple 
blocks of available street parking 
(dozens of parking spaces) without 
providing impacted residents with 
other options is exacerbating a 
problem that is already in crisis 
mode.

Johanna Hynes
Charlestown Resident and 

Business Owner

Staff Report 

Mayor Martin J. Walsh and 
the City’s Community Preservation 
Committee (CPC) yesterday rec-
ommended 40 projects, total-
ing more than $24 million, for 
inclusion in the next round for 
the Community Preservation Act 
(CPA) funding – including two 
projects in Charlestown. 

The CPC held a public meeting 
last week to vote on the Mayor’s 
recommended slate of projects for 
funding. The projects will be sub-
mitted to the Boston City Council 
for approval with an anticipated 
vote from the Council in the com-
ing weeks.

“We’re in the middle of a hous-

ing crisis that requires bold and 
creative solutions,” said Mayor 
Walsh. “I’m proud that through 
this new round of funding, we 
are dedicating the majority of this 
funding round to affordable hous-
ing projects. All of these proposals 
will support our community in 
countless ways. We look forward 
to continuing to use this revenue 
to build on our work related to 
affordable housing, historic pres-
ervation and open space.”

The two Charlestown projects 
include:

•$400,000 to the John F. 
Kennedy Family Services Center 
to restore the slate roof and pre-
vent water damage to the historic 
school building that provides child 

Two Charlestown projects funded in latest CPA round
care, after school, and senior ser-
vices.

•$20,000 to the USS 
Constitution Museum to protect 
its collections by relocating the 
sprinkler system at risk of failing 
due to flooding and sea level rise.

Citywide projects include:

•$4,000,000 for the Acquisition 
Opportunity Program  to prevent 
displacement by purchasing exist-
ing private market rental units and 
making them permanently afford-
able, both protecting current ten-
ants and safeguarding the City’s 
affordable housing stock.

•$4,000,000 for 
the ONE+Boston program to help 
income-eligible first-time home-
buyers receive downpayment assis-
tance and a permanent reduction 
in the interest rate of a 30-year 
fixed-rate mortgage for Bostonians 
buying within city limits.

Janis Pacheco with Coldwell 
Banker Residential Brokerage 
has been awarded the Accredited 
Buyer’s Representative (ABR) 
designation by the Real Estate 
Buyer’s Agent Council (REBAC) 
of the National Association of 
Realtors (NAR). 

Janis Pacheco joins more than 
25,000 real estate professionals 
across the globe who have earned 
the ABR designation. All were 

required to successfully complete 
a comprehensive course in buyer 
representation and an elective 
course focusing on a buyer repre-
sentation specialty, both in addi-
tion to submitting documentation 
verifying professional experience. 

You may contact REBAC by 
telephone, (800) 648-6224, by 
e-mail, [rebac@realtors.org], or 
by visiting the REBAC website, 
[www.REBAC.net]. 

Local realtor achieves national recognition
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The Greater Boston Food Bank 
(GBFB), the largest hunger-relief 
organization in New England, 
reflects on an historic year in 2019 
while adding several new mem-
bers to their Board of Directors 
in 2019 including  Charlestown, 
Massachusetts resident Shamim 
Ruff.

Ruff is Senior Vice President, 
Head of Regulatory Affairs 
and Quality Assurance at Stoke 
Therapeutics. She has extensive 
knowledge of drug development 
with more than 25 years in the 
biopharmaceutical industry. Prior 
to joining Stoke, Shamim was the 
Chief Regulatory Affairs Officer 
and SVP of Quality at Sarepta 
Therapeutics. She was previously a 
vice president at Sanofi- Genzyme 
and also held senior positions at 
Amgen Inc., Abbott Laboratories 
Inc., and AstraZeneca PLC.

“We are so fortunate to 
have Shamim join our Board 
of Directors,” said Catherine 
D’Amato, GBFB president and 
CEO. “She brings a wealth of 
experience and expertise that will 
surely help guide GBFB to achiev-
ing our goal of being able to pro-
vide three meals a day to everyone 
in Eastern Massachusetts who is 
food insecure.”

“The mission of The Greater 
Boston Food Bank is near and 
dear to my heart,” said Ruff. 
“No one in America, the richest 

country in the world, should go 
hungry. GBFB is a charity help-
ing the local community and I 
am a strong believer that ‘Charity 
Begins at Home’.”

She joined the GBFB Board 
of Directors during an important 
year as the organization launched 
a new strategic plan called Hunger 
Free 2028. This ambitious effort 
calls for investments in excit-
ing new initiatives that support 
a three-pronged strategy, focus-
ing on sustained access to nutri-
tious food, capacity building, and 
research and policy advancements.

By Adam Swift

City Councilor Lydia Edwards 
hit on a number of topics affect-
ing the city, and specifically 
Charlestown, during a pre-
sentation to the Charlestown 
Neighborhood Council Tuesday 
night.

Edwards hit on some of the 
initiatives she is working on as 
a Counselor, including a revamp 
of the Zoning Board of Appeals 
(ZBA) and charter reform. Closer 
to the neighborhood, Edwards 
addressed ongoing parking and 
traffic concerns and the future of 
the Dennis McLaughlin House at 
the Charlestown YMCA.

After touching on a wide range 
of issues over nearly 90 minutes, 
several CNC members thanked 
Edwards for addressing their con-
cerns and representing the com-
munity.

“Charlestown is very lucky to 
have you as a City Councilor,” 
said Bill Galvin. “You are very 
engaged and knowledgeable about 

the issues.”
CNC Chairman Tom Cunha 

echoed those sentiments.
“We appreciate it, as usual,” 

he said. “You always answer the 
call.”

Edwards spoke about policy 
she has introduced to reform the 
ZBA to cut down on potential 
conflicts of interest by increasing 
the size and representation of the 
board.

Rather than the seven members 
currently on the ZBA, Edwards 
said there should be 20 members, 
who are randomly pulled to hear 
cases. She also said the board 
should meet more frequently, and 
at times more convenient to res-
idents.

Edwards said she is also push-
ing for charter reform for Boston. 
While many cities have one doc-
ument as a city charter, Edwards 
said Boston has a patchwork of 
case law, regulations, ordinances, 
and home rule petitions.

“We need to gather all this 
for the first time and say this is 
our charter,” said Edwards. “We 

should be better than a patch-
work.”

Closer to home, Edwards had 
some good news for the CNC, 
telling them that the Charlestown 
Post Office isn’t going anywhere, 
thanks in large part to community 
activist Judy Evers.

“Judy Evers fought like hell, 
and the post office is staying here 
in Charlestown thanks to her con-
stant phone calls,” said Edwards. 
“I wanted to make sure she got 
credit for that.”

However, as one local bat-
tle came to a happy conclusion, 
another one may be gearing up 
over the future of the Dennis 
McLaughlin House.

The House is part of the 
Families in Transition state pro-
gram. Edwards echoed what James 
Morton, YMCA of Greater Boston 
CEO, stated last week about the 
10 families in Charlestown at the 
McLaughlin House moving to the 
larger Families in Transition head-
quarters on Huntington Avenue in 
the coming months.

Several CNC members 

expressed their concern for the 
future of the McLaughlin House.

“I’m not sure where this came 
from,” said Elaine Donovan. “I’m 
sick of being stepped on in this 
community. We fought tooth and 
nail to have a recovery house in 
this community.”

She said the McLaughlin House 
was established to provide a recov-
ery house where mothers suffering 
from drug addiction could stay 
with their children.

CNC member Karson Tager 
also asked for Edwards support in 
helping to bring a walk-in medi-
cal clinic to Charlestown. Tager 
said he believes Charlestown has 
enough young families to support 
a walk-in clinic such as a CVS 
Minute Clinic.

It was no surprise that traffic 
and parking were also issues that 
came up in the CNC discussion 
with Edwards. Edwards said she 
will continue to advocate for traf-
fic safety measures in Charlestown 
as the city takes a larger look at 
traffic and parking in the entire 
city.

Cunha said he would like to 
see temporary measures in place 
that would help mitigate the use 
of Charlestown roads for people 
traveling through the city to and 
from the North Shore.

“The only issue I hear at least 
twice a week is about traffic, 
from people who couldn’t get 
their daughter to dance class, or 
couldn’t get to see their wife in the 
hospital,” said Cunha.

•In other business, the CNC 
voted 16-1 to extend CNC terms 
from two to three years, with 
Galvin casting the one dissenting 
vote.

The CNC also elected their offi-
cers for the coming year, with 
Cunha once again the chairman, 
Margaret Bradley the first vice 
chair, Tager the second vice chair, 
and Tera Lally the treasurer.

There was a slight hiccup select-
ing a secretary, but Mary Boucher 
stepped up to the plate and volun-
teered to fill that position before 
Cunha had to pick someone to 
take meeting minutes.

5

My commitment to senior care began when I was 4 years old. My 
elderly grandmother moved to the US to live with our family and 
we became very close. As she got older I would eagerly listen to 
her telling stories of her younger days as I helped with her daily 

routine and preparing meals  Towards the end of her life my 
responsibilities grew, as she was unable to feed and clothe 

herself. Although my grandmother passed away 3 years ago my 
concern and compassion for older patients remains strong. I view 

every senior patient as though they are my grandmother and I 
strive to provide quality treatment which would make her proud.

In our practice we strive to treat patients 
like  members of our family.  

We specialize in: dental implants & implant supported dentures, partial 
& complete dentures, extractions, root canals & much more. 

Dr. Jeyasri Gunarajasingam 

Dental Health International    617-884-4444
100 Everett Ave., Ste 5  - Chelsea

Chelsea Dental Sare 617-887-9944
61 Everett Ave.,  Chelsea

Lynn Dental Health   781-595-2552
10 Kirtland St.  - Lynn 

WE HOPE TO HAVE THE PLEASURE OF TREATING YOU AND 
LOOK FORWARD TO BECOMING YOUR DENTAL HOME. 

FOCUSED ON SENIOR CARE DENTISTRY

We accept all major senior care options including Senior 
Whole Health, UnitedHealthcare, Commonwealth Care 
Alliance, and Tufts Health Plan.  We also speak French, 

Creole, and Spanish.  We hope to see you soon.

Enjoy $399.00 off each implant when 
you use the code INDEPENDENT2020

Bring this ad in on your first 
visit to receive a free mug
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Any 3 for 
$300.00 
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Councilor Edwards gets positive feedback from CNC

Charlestown’s Shamim Ruff added to the 
Greater Boston Food Bank’s Board of Directors

Charlestown’s Shamim Ruff has 
joined the board of the Greater 
Boston Food Bank.
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Jillian Reig and Steve Losordo
rlgroup@compass.com 
617.960.6080

Thinking of selling
your home this spring?

Why not list early with Reig + 
Losordo and Compass Coming 
Soon; a proven way to give
prospective buyers a glimpse of 
your property before it hits the 
market.

Drive interest with exclusive 
marketing and gain insights before 
officially launching—all without 
racking up days on market.

Early to list. Early to sell. Only with 
Compass Coming Soon.

C O M PA S S . C O M

Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended 
for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in 
price, condition, sale, or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to the accuracy of any description. All measurements 
and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, 
accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.

Photos by Katy Rogers

The Warren-Prescott School hosted their annual skate day at the 
Steriti Memorial Rink in the North End on Saturday afternoon, Feb. 1. 
Families enjoyed the opportunity to skate with their children and their 
classmates. 

WARREN-PRESCOTT SCHOOL HOLDS ANNUAL SKATE DAY

Alexa Humphrey enjoyed skating with classmates from the Warren-
Prescott. Hugo and Nadine Oughton had 

fun skating with the school. 

Parker Moyseowicz enjoyed skat-
ing on Saturday afternoon with 
her classmates. Keegan Marshall sported his Bruins 

gear for the Warren-Prescott skate 
day. 

Kennedy Moyseowicz and her 
mom, Tracy, enjoyed family time 
skating with the Warren Prescott 
School.

Lola and Kim Osborne enjoyed free skating with the Warren Prescott 
School on Saturday.
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SAFE SWIMMING  STARTS HERE  
SWIM LESSON REGISTRATION OPENS SOON! 

Don’t miss your chance to sign up for GROUP or PRIVATE lessons! 
Classes start the week of March 2, 2020! 

 
Charlestown YMCA Registration Dates! 

YMCA Member registration: February 3, 2020 
YMCA Program Pass registration: February 7, 2020 

Non-Member registration: February 10, 2020 
 

Private Lesson Package Options: 
6x 30 minute lessons or 3x  60 minute lessons 

Members :   $228 
Preschool/Youth Pass Members:   $342 

Non-Member :  $399 
 

Class Pricing  
Member : $80 

Non-Member: $150 
Preschool/Youth Pass:  $115 

 
 
Contact Sr. Aquatics Director 
Ashley Genrich for more information,  
agenrich@ymcaboston.org 
 
YMCA OF GREATER BOSTON                                                ymcaboston.org/charlestown 

WARREN-PRESCOTT SCHOOL HOLDS ANNUAL SKATE DAY

Students from the Warren-Prescott School enjoyed ice skating on Saturday.

Zack Rhouate led his friends around the skating rink. 

By Seth Daniel

When television filming crews 
showed up on Monument Square 
and Pleasant Street last week and 
this Monday, it seemed like a 
magical affair with fake snow and 
massive amounts of equipment 
and television personalities.

However, for some in that part 
of the Town, the luster wore off 
quickly – particularly when film-
ing began at 4 a.m. on a school 
day and diesel engine fumes 
allegedly showered the neighbor-
hood most of the day.

Johanna Hynes of Monument 
Square said the excitement of the 
filming quickly wore off for her, 
particularly when things became 
disruptive and she was unable to 
get answers from anyone on site.

“For a moment it seemed mag-
ical -   set designers, Hollywood 
stars, and a manufactured win-
ter wonderland right outside our 
windows and doors,” she wrote 

(see full letter elsewhere in this 
edition). “Disney Plus had chosen 
Charlestown to produce its tween 
stream, ‘Godmothered’ and it felt 
flattering - our neighborhood for 
the third time in less than a decade 
would be seen on the big screen 
by viewers around the globe. 
However, day by day too many of 
us that live on High and Pleasant 
streets, as well as Monument 
Square, became disillusioned due 
to the tremendous disruption the 
production was wreaking on our 
lives.”

She said over the three days 
of filming, they had to deal with 
constant fumes from diesel gen-
erators, heavy equipment, cranes, 
bright lights well into the night, 
and noisy crewmembers starting 
up their day as early as 4 a.m.

She said she was also concerned 
about what chemicals were used 
when they mixed up the fake 

Movie filming on Monument Square 
more than what some bargained for

(Movie Pg. 11)
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Don’t miss our annual
Summer in the CitySummer in the City Guide 

featuring  Summer Camps & Great Activities!

RUNNING FEBRUARY 27
Beacon Hill | Back Bay | Fenway | Kenmore

South End | North End | Charlestown

Get ready for

DEADLINE: WEDNESDAY, FEB. 20TH

Deb DiGregorio
deb@thebostonsun.com
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Sioux Gerow
charlestownads@hotmail.com

781-485-0588 x 125
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Courtesy Photos by J.D. Mangrum

The Harvard-Kent School held a Lunar New Year celebration last 
week at the school. Mandarin Teacher Yingling Hsu coordinated the 
performances and the celebration. 

Sophia Tang and Ji Qun Pang.

Esterland Charlemagne, Ellie 
Jiang, Cadence Kielbasa, and 
Arianna Caban do their part in 
the celebration.

Kevin Li, Jaden Chen and Owen 
Mangrum.

Yingling Hsu (Mandarin Language Teacher)

Students from all backgrounds 
came together to celebrate Lunar 
New Year.

Students from the program sing songs to celebrate the New Year.

HARVARD-KENT SCHOOL HOLDS LUNAR NEW YEAR CELEBRATION

to align with the Mass Core stan-
dards. 

Cassellius said some schools 
don’t offer Advanced Placement 
(AP) classes, while others do. That, 
she said, should change.

“We need to make sure teachers 
are up to speed to offer advanced 
programming, raising expectations 
throughout the city,” she said.

That investment will also give 
teachers one extra hour to work 
with a type of coach to help them 
advance their teaching. While they 
do that, students will be able to 
participate in science, arts, per-
forming arts, physical education 
and health – among others.

“This program hits every sin-
gle neighborhood outside of West 
Roxbury at the schools that are in 
significant need of support,” she 
said. “If you start with the schools 
that need it most in year one, all 
schools move up and work togeth-
er as a cohort…All boats rise when 
you do that because everyone is 
getting the benefit of that…The 
momentum begins to build.”

Overall, in that line of thinking, 
the schools are preparing for a 
decline in enrollment. Nate Kuder, 
the BPS CFO, said they will have 
1,000 fewer students citywide next 
year at this time. The goal of the 
investments in the budget is to stop 

that bleeding.
“If you don’t interrupt that cycle 

of declining enrollment, declining 
parent perception, you will con-
tinue to lose students,” Cassellius 
said. “We have to stop the decline 
to stabilize and then to improve.”

A major piece of that is in 
putting $15 million towards the 
small things, she said, touting the 
increased investments in janitors, 
new bathrooms and better facili-
ties at schools in Charlestown and 
across the City – both in this bud-
get and the upcoming April Capital 
Budget.

Cassellius and Kuder said they 
have put on 25 new night janitors 
in the budget proposal, and will 
make even more investments in the 
Capital Budget for bathrooms and 
improvements in school facilities.

“I saw that need before I actu-
ally started,” she said. “I was first 
approved on May 8 and saw this 
as a problem when I first came 
here. I was pretty surprised by 
that. The way things look around 
the buildings and particularly the 
cleanliness…This is a statement 
that says the learning environment 
matters. The way kids feel when 
they enter a classroom matters. 
You’re going to see a change.”

At the elementary level in 
Charlestown, the biggest pieces in 

the budget regard the expansion 
of the Harvard Kent School from 
a K-5 to a K-6. That expansion 
includes budget supports for the 
Edwards Middle, which will not 
enroll a sixth grade this coming 
year and will begin to phase out 
as large investment in East Boston 
schools begin to hit the ground.

“As part of the expansion to 
sixth grade, that work will be sup-
ported by $1 million for Building 
BPS support transitions,” said 
Kuder.

The Edwards Middle conversa-
tion will likely begin this year as 
well, with Supt. Cassellius saying 
it will likely be part of the high 
school re-design conversations – 
with most high schools going to a 
7-12 model. The Edwards Middle’s 
future role in Charlestown will be 
determined in those conversations, 
but it is certainly going to be used 
to ease the pressure on the elemen-
tary schools caused the growth in 
young students.

There will be three hearings on 
the new Budget proposal through-
out this month, including Feb. 13 at 
the Curley School in JP, March 10 
at the MLK K-8 in Dorchester, and 
March 18 at the Bolling Building 
in Dudley Square. The final budget 
is expected to be voted on by the 
School Committee on March 25.

Budget (from pg. 1)
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V i s i t  w w w . c h a r l e s t o w n b r i d g e . c o m

Instead of a fight, he said peo-
ple should expend that energy on 
drawing more people to the plan-
ning meetings – people who may 
not speak English, or are working 
several jobs or don’t know the 
process is happening.

“If you want to do something 
that benefits the world of plan-
ning, I would encourage you to 
direct that energy at getting people 
here who are not yet at the table,” 
he said.

With that, Schwartzberg pro-
duced the Bunker Hill flag and 
proclaimed that the process was 
for the people of Charlestown.

“This is the Bunker Hill flag,” 
he said. “What that means is I’m 
here to work for you.”

That was followed with 
applause, and by and large, 
approval.

Some other keys to the process 
included that there is no timeline 
on the effort, as he said they 
don’t know how long it will last 
– though other processes across 
the city have averaged around two 
years.

Second, the Bunker Hill 
Redevelopment process will be a 
part of the PLAN Charlestown 
effort, though it will also follow 
its own path of meetings for the 
typical Article 80 process.

“PLAN Charlestown is all of 
Charlestown,” he said. “If you’re 
from the Lost Village, you’re lost 
no more. You’re part of this. The 
Navy Yard already has a plan, 
but we’re not going to ignore 
you. And of course, the BHA 
Bunker Hill Development is part 
of this. There is no way you could 
talk about everything you need to 
talk about with Bunker Hill in a 
planning meeting – from transpor-
tation and open space. There are 
separate meetings for that, but it is 
a part of this too.”

He said that he would be 
attending Bunker Hill meetings 
as a representative of PLAN 
Charlestown, and BPDA Project 

Manager Raul Duverge would 
be attending PLAN Charlestown 
meetings as a representative of the 
Bunker Hill process.

Another major promise was that 
there would be no RFPs issued for 
BPDA-owned or City-owned land 
during the planning process.

“There will be no new RFPs on 
BPDA or City land until we have 
a plan from this process,” he said.

State Rep. Dan Ryan said he 
had been calling for such a plan-
ning effort for years to make sure 
development on the edges of the 
Town doesn’t overtake the tradi-
tional neighborhoods.

“This is about being proactive 
and not reactive to development,” 
he said. “We have done a lot of 
showing up to meetings and yelling 
about individual plans. However, 
we’ve never come together over 
two years to come up with a plan 
that works for the future. This 
many people are here because it’s 
a great place to live.”

City Councilor Lydia Edwards 
said many are skeptical, but urged 
everyone to work through the pro-
cess.

“This community will work for 
this community and will fight for 
this community’s future,” she said. 

“It is about the process; process 
engenders trust,” she continues. 
“Because of mishaps in the past, 
people are here with guarded trust 
but I want to acknowledge those 
coming with an open mind…I 
have watched the BPDA in East 
Boston plan things for the last 
year. We’ve done walking tours. 
I’ve seen it happen. I know we can 
do this.”

Of the subjects and departments 
that will be intimately involved in 
the effort will be infrastructure, 
roads, transportation, open space, 
water/sewer pipes, emergency ser-
vices, environmental resiliency, 
Boston Public Schools, historic 
resources, water transportation 
and archives – among others.

BUNKER HILL 
REDEVELOPMENT 
PROJECT UNVEILS 
WEBSITE

The Bunker Hill redevelopment 
team unveiled a new website this 
week with project updates, auto-
matic e-mails and a great new 
FAQ section.

The website contains pre-
sentations from past meetings, 
announcements about the pro-
cess and an evolving construction 
schedule.

The development partners are 
expected to file their project offi-
cially with the City any day now. It 
had been expected in January, but 
the website announced it has now 
been targeted for February.

Going forward, the site will 
announce the numerous commu-
nity charettes that will take place 
– meetings that will focus on spe-
cific aspects of the project like 
transportation and such.

The site is www.bunkerhill-
housing.com.

PLAN (from pg. 1)

By Seth Daniel

File this one in the fanatic 
rumor mill folder.

Last week, quite suddenly, 
there was a major rumor that 
burst on the scene detailing that 
the Edwards Middle School was 
not going to be the saving grace 
for parents seeking more school 
seats for their children, but rather 

luxury apartments for those look-
ing to relocate to the Town.

According to School 
Committeeman Michael O’Neill, 
of Charlestown, and Supt. Brenda 
Cassellius, it couldn’t be further 
from the truth.

O’Neill brought the mat-
ter up at the Jan. 29 School 
Committee meeting after online 
and paper petitions started flood-
ing the neighborhood’s networks. 

Somehow, many had come to 
believe the Edwards was ripe for 
sale and development. 

“I know how anxious you are 
to get to April and get out the big 
announcements,” said O’Neill. “I 
know that you also know how this 
city works in that in the absence 
of information, there will be mis-
information. A lot of Charlestown 
people – and I know because I 
live about five doors from the 

Edwards School – were saying 
that the building was going to be 
sold and knocked down to build 
condos. That couldn’t be further 
from the truth because we know 
it’s going to be used for more seats 
to house Boston Public Schools 
students.”

Cassellius has reached out to 
the community, he said, and will 
be holding a meeting on the future 
of the Edwards School – and clar-

ifying it won’t be developed into 
housing – very soon.

“Thanks for reaching out to 
folks and recognizing they need 
some information,” said O’Neill. 
“I know you are trying to be so 
careful because your word is your 
bond, and not say things you can’t 
deliver on, but also realizing that 
getting messages out to the com-
munity helps build trust until the 
bigger plan comes out.”

Cassellius:  Edwards School will remain used as a school building

Councilor Lydia Edwards said she 
has seen planning like this work 
in East Boston over the last year, 
and has hope for the Charlestown 
process too.

Julie Hall of the Historical Society, Amanda Zettel of the Preservation 
Society, CNC member Elaine Donovan, Nancy Johnson of the 
Chamber, State Rep. Dan Ryan and Elena Barbera.

State Rep. Dan Ryan has called 
for a planning process for the last 
several years.

Morgan McDaniel of the BPDA 
explains what properties are 
owned by the City or the BPDA 
in Charlestown.

PLAN Charlestown coordinator Jay Ruggiero talks over the process 
with Gina Koprowski.
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N e i g h b o r h o o d  R o u n d  U p

BUYER 1            SELLER 1                ADDRESS              PRICE
Giblin, Claire          	 Poitevent, Edward S   	 3 Albion Pl #3                	 $1,040,000
Stanton, Joshua        	 Roy, Bryan J	 65 Baldwin St #2              	 $633,000
Butler, Robert        	 Cullen, Thomas       	 364 Bunker Hill St #3        	 $745,000
Virzi, Matthew         	 Bolt, Russell A    	 6-8 Franklin St #2          	 $1,200,000
Grillo, Lauren D         	 Kendrick LLC	 86 High St #1                  	 $1,025,000
Jackson, Jessica	 Fater, Amy L         	 13 Lexington St #2           	 $727,500
Raymond, Lee          	 Kelly, Brian           	 2 Lexington St                	 $1,400,000

R e a l  E s t a t e  Tr a n s f e r s

Elite
253 Main St. • Charlestown • 617-241-5566

www.c21elite.com
Sales • Rentals • Free Market Analysis

Certified Buyer Agents

JOHN J. RECCA 
PAINTING

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com
781-241-2454

Licensed & insured 
Complete electrical services 
www.johnpmchughelectric.com
Jmchugh447@gmail.com 

Chimneys • Fireplaces 
Cellar Floors • Restoration
French Drains • Repointing

Free Estimates, Lic. & Ins.

Local References

Phil - 617-230-3490

Ryan 
Masonry

SERVICE DIRECTORY

Geek For Hire

617-241-9664
617-515-2933

C  o  m  p  u  t  e  r    c  o  n  s  u  l  t  a  n  t    a  v  a  i  l  a  b  l  e    f  o  r    home or business. 

•  PC support & networking of all types with  
focus on secure Internet access (wired & wireless), 

•  broadband router & firewall technology, 
• virus detection/prevention,  
• spam control & data security/recovery.

ServiceS include:

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH OF

MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

CITATION GIVING
NOTICE OF 

PETITION TO
EXPAND THE

POWERS OF A
GUARDIAN

Docket No.
SU98P0045
In the interests
of: Dora Volpe
of: Boston, MA
To the named Respondent and 

all other interested persons, a 
petition has been filed by DMH 
c/o office of General Counsel of 
Westborough, MA in the above 
captioned matter requesting that 
the court: Expand the powers of a 
Guardian.
The petition asks the court to make 
a determination that the powers of 
the Guardian and/or Conservator 
should be expanded, modified, 
or limited since the time of the 
appointment. The original petition 
is on file with the court.
You have the right to object to this 
proceeding. If you wish to do so, 
you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance at this court 

on or before 10:00 A.M. on the 
return date of 2/27/2020. This 
day is NOT a hearing date, but a 
deadline date by which you have 
to file the written appearance if 
you object to the petition. If you 
fail to file the written appearance 
by the return date, action may 
be taken in this matter without 
further notice to you. In addition 
to filing the written appearance, 
you or your attorney must file 
a written affidavit stating the 
specific facts and grounds of your 
objection within 30 days after the 
return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding 

may limit or completely take away 
the above-named person’s right 
to make decisions about personal 
affairs or financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person has the 
right to ask for a lawyer. Anyone 
may make this request on behalf 
of the above-named person. If the 
above-named person cannot afford 
a lawyer, one may be appointed at 
State expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: January 29, 2020
Felix Arroyo,
Register of Probate

2/6/20
Charlestown

LEGALS

CHARLESTOWN 
WORKING THEATER 
WINTER PANTO 2020 

CWT’s Artist in Residence 
imaginary beasts present Winter 
Panto 2020: Hansel and Gretel! at 
the Charlestown Working Theater. 
Performances begin Feb. 7 and 
run through March 1.

Follow the beasts’ ensemble as 
they take you on a fairy tale jour-
ney through an enchanted forest 
filled with sweet adventures and 
delicious dangers. When young 
Hansel and Gretel find themselves 
lost in the woods, things take a 
suitably “Grimm” turn, until they 
chance upon a house made of gin-
gerbread. Will our hungry heroes 
satisfy their every sweet-tooth; 
or, will they bite off more than 
they can chew? Save 25-percent 
by using code GINGERBREAD 
when you purchase online tickets. 
Visit imaginarybeasts.org  or call 
866-811-4111 for more informa-
tion. The Charlestown Working 
Theater is at 442 Bunker Hill 

Street. Online at charlestown-
workingtheater.org

SOUPER TUESDAYS 
ALL MONTH AT ZELMA 
LACEY HOUSE

Souper Tuesdays in February 
stop by for a tour of our com-
munity and enjoy a Cup of hot 
soup and warm bread to go. Feb. 
11 and 25. Contact Tabitha at 
617-241-0328 for more informa-
tion. Zelma Lacey House, 9 West 
School Street in Charlestown.

FRIENDS OF THE 
CHARLESTOWN NAVY 
YARD 2020 ANNUAL 
MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 

Join the Friends of the 
Charlestown Navy Yard as a new 
or renewing member and enjoy 
access to members only benefits 
at more than 10 local business-
es and restaurants. Since 2004 
the Friends of the Charlestown 

Navy Yard has provided residents, 
businesses and visitors with up to 
date information about issues of 
common concern and importance 
in Charlestown. Everyone needs 
good friends, join FCNY today. 
Corporate memberships are also 
welcome. Contributions are tax 
deductible. For more information 
visit our website www.friendscny.
org or email: info@friendscny.org

CHARLESTOWN GIRLS 
SOFTBALL 

 Spring Registration and Winter 
Clinics will be held at the Harvard 
Kent School Gymnasium, 50 
Bunker Hill Street from 6 - 8 
p.m. on the following dates: Feb. 
10 and 24, March 2, 9, 16,  23 
and 30.  Birth Certificate required 
for first time players, ages eligi-
ble 4-18 years old as of Jan. 1, 
2020.  Contact Jack Schievink, 
charlestowngirlssoftball@gmail.
com Phone: 617-201-4507 or 
Billy Nugent, bcbc8120@gmail.
com, 617-447-3106.

By Seth Daniel

City Councilor Lydia Edwards 
said this week that the sale of the 
YMCA in the Navy Yard could 
result in a new YMCA that focus-
es on easing the child care crisis in 
Charlestown.

In a surprise move last week, 
the YMCA announced it was sell-
ing the Constitution Inn in the 
Navy Yard, and holding a lease 
on the wellness and fitness center 
for three or four years. In the 
meantime, they said they would 
be looking in Charlestown for 
another location to build a new, 
full-service YMCA. However, the 
focus of that facility was not dis-
closed.

Councilor Edwards said there 
have been conversations with the 
YMCA about instituting child 
care and after school opportuni-
ties in any new YMCA. Those 
services that would be on a sliding 
scale and focus on families that 
are in the middle of the spectrum 
– meaning those that don’t qual-
ify for low-income services and 
aren’t wealthy enough to be able 
to enroll in higher-priced options 
downtown.

“My hope and the conversa-
tion that is happening is about 
them helping us with our child-
care needs,” she said. “I expect 
them to be good partners with 
the Kennedy Center and Turn It 

Around and others. For those that 
are on a wait list or don’t qualify 
for other services, they have no 
childcare…We are in a childcare 
crisis in Charlestown. There is 
a baby boom here; I see it. I’m 
aware of it. If they’re able to fill 
that need, then I’m all for it.”

Edwards shared that she grew 
up at the YMCA, attending after 
school and being a teen mentor 
where she grew up on the upper 
peninsula in Michigan. From that 
experience, she said she knows 
firsthand how well the YMCA 
handles childcare.

“They do childcare excellent-
ly,” she said. “Housing and sup-
portive housing they’ve done well, 
but at a different location here. 
They are one of the best providers 
for childcare and after-school pro-
gramming. The Kennedy Center 
does an amazing job, and they 
service some of our most vulnera-
ble families. But there are a lot of 
families that are on a wait list or 
make too much money, but aren’t 
necessarily rich. We have a baby 
boom and we know we need to 
expand our schools, but we also 
to expand our childcare and Pre-K 
services as well.”

The YMCA property in the 
Navy Yard is being marketed with 
a broker, and has been postulated 
for any numbers of uses – from 
hospital visitors to a full-service 
hotel to student housing.

New YMCA configuration 
could ease child care crisis
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For  RecordFor  Record

C H A R L E S T O W N  B E A T

POLICE/COMMUNITY MEETING: Meet the police & discuss public 
safety issues on the last Wednesday of every month at the police station, 20 
Vine Street, at 6:00 p.m., 2nd floor, community room.
POLICE RELATED INFO: Contact the District A-1 Community Service 
Office at 617-343-4627. 

• 123 
APTS. FOR 

RENT

BUILDING 
FOR SALE

HOUSE
FOR SALE

• 137 
OFFICE/ 
COMM’L 

RENTALS

DEADLINES: For classi-
fied line ads, deadlines 
are Monday by 4 p.m. 
Call 781-485-0588 or 
fax the ad to 781-485-
1403

NAHANT - Oceanfront, 
newly renovated 3BR, 
1.5BA, lg. 3/4acre yard, 
off st. pkg., fireplace, 
central air, full basement 
for storage, WD. $3200-
no util., 1st & sec. 781-
576-9414
2/26
----------------
REVERE - Available now - 
2BR off Malden St. near 
school, fridge and W/D 
in apartment, small 
pet ok, off st. parking. 
$2000 1st & security. 
781-535-2773 
2/19
----------------
LYNN - Diamond District. 
Beautiful modern, newly 
renovated. Large, 3BR 
in nice 3 fam. house. 
Stainless steel Kitchen, 
beautiful HW floors … 
Call 617 529 0879
---------------
EVERETT - 2BR, Lots of 
storage, walk in closets, 
sunporch, Casino view 
954-649-0233 
2/12
----------------
REVERE Beachmont - 3BR, 
2BA, LR, Kit, Laundry in 
bldg., Sec 8 approved. 
$2500 includes heat 339-
224-3839
2/26

REVERE
Great Location
2 Store Fronts 1 4BR Apt. 
5 open Pkg. spots
$950.000
617 785 7027

REVERE: Off Broadway. 
Professional office space. 
On public transportation. 
Call for details. 978-590-
8810

• 272 GEN’L  HELP  
WANTED

------------------------------
NEED TO SELL Your 
House? Call to reach 
over 50,000 readers. 
Call 781-485-0588 or 
fax the ad to 781-485-
1403------------------------------

SOBER
HOUSING

Sober Housing Accommo-
dations
Safe and sober housing 
accommodations for men 
and women available 
now in Revere, East 
Boston and Lynn.  Call 
today 617-610-0053 or 
visit www.americasober.
com

Calais, ME - Excellent 
location - 5BR, 2 BA, 
Lg. single or 2 Fam. 
New roof, new flooring 
nearly complete, needs 
windows/finish. 
$40,000, possible owner 
finance with 10% down. 
207-672-3249
2/6
----------------------------

DELIVERY DRIVER - PART TIME
Sherwin-Williams Co., Medford
25-27hrs/wk; $14 starting wage. 

Clean lic. Pre-employment drug test/
physical req’d. Call 781-395-4463

EEO

•Warren-Prescott School Dates:
*February 12: School Site  Council Meeting, 

Room 104, 6 p.m. Pizza and baby-sitting avail-
able for all children.

*February 17-21: February Recess - No School
*February 24: Students return to School 
*March 21: Spring Fling 2020
•Harvard-Kent School Dates:
*Thursday, February 13: 10 a.m. 4th and 5th 

Grade Spelling Bee.
*Friday, February 14: 9a.m. 100 Days of 

School Celebration for Grades 1-5 (SHHH it’s a 
surprise for students!)

*Feb 10-April 3rd: K2 and All other Grade 
Priority Registration

*February 17-21st: No School February Break
*Monday, February 24th: School Resumes
*Tuesday, February 25th: 8:15-9:30am School 

Site Council /HKPA Monthly Meeting *note this 
is a coffee chat this month

•From the Feb. 5 License Board meeting, 
City Hall:

AA & AG INC. D/B/A:  SANCHEZ MARKET, 
160   BUNKER HILL St. Holder of a Retail 
Package Store Wines & Malt License has peti-
tioned to change the license type - From: Retail 
Package Store Wines & Malt License  To: Retail 
Package Store All Alcohol License.

•Help design a brand new Charlestown Sprouts 

Community Garden and learn how to be a mem-
ber in 2020. Community Meeting on Monday, 
February 10 at 6:30 pm at CharlesNewtown 
Community Room, 89 Medford Street, 
Charlestown. More info at 617-241-7717.

•Mayflower 2020 volunteers:  Mayflower Sails 
2020 needs volunteers. The Mayflower 2 will 
be sailing into the  Charlestown  Navy Yard 
from May 15-19, 2020. If you are interested in 
volunteering, please visit the webpage located 
at  MayflowerSails2020.com  or write to  info@
mayflowersails2020.com. 

In the comments section state that you live in 
Charlestown.

•HOW TO REPORT A PROBLEM 
PROPERTY

Since taking office in 2014, Mayor Walsh has 
made fixing quality of life issues a priority in his 
administration. From investing in Public Works 
to making sure community policing is a staple in 
every neighborhood, we are making sure every 
neighborhood is clean, safe and a great place to 
live and work in. Unfortunately some properties 
in Boston need more help than others, and that’s 
why we are here. If you know of a property that 
fits one of the following criteria: multiple calls to 
911, one that’s blighted or just a general concern, 
we encourage you to reach out to your neighbor-
hood liaison.

From Feb. 1-29, the USS 
Constitution Museum presents 
the special exhibit,  Masters of 
Miniature:  Model Ship Show. 
The exhibit, open to all visitors 
during regular Museum hours, 
showcases over 40 exquisite hand-
crafted models of all types cre-
ated by modelers from the USS 
Constitution Model Shipwright 
Guild. Modelers will be in the 
exhibit daily to answer questions 

and demonstrate the craft of 
model building. Visitors can vote 
for their favorite model.

The  Masters of 
Miniature:  Model Ship Show is 
sponsored by the Boston Marine 
Society.

February School Vacation week 
attendees can also participate in 
the LEGO® Maritime Festival 
from February 15-23. Families 
and other LEGO® enthusiasts are 

invited to build their own ships 
using LEGO® and DUPLO® 
Bricks.

The Museum is currently open 
daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Admission is by suggested dona-
tion. 

For more information on model 
building: www.usscm.org/discov-
er-learn/modeler-resources.

USS Constitution Museum opens Model Ship Show

Vandalism
01/27/20 – A victim on Austin 

Street reported unknown per-
son(s) threw a cobblestone at his 
home, breaking a front window. 
Three kids were seen running 
from the area, but a search of the 
area was to no avail.	

Assault and Battery
01/29/20 - As a result of a radio 

call to O’Reilly Way for a fight, an 
individual was placed under arrest 
for assault and battery.

Breaking and Entering – Motor 

Vehicle
01/31/20 – A victim on Decatur 

Street reported she parked her 
car, but when she returned, she 
observed unknown person(s) had 
entered her vehicle and stole a 
purse and a laptop. There were no 
signs of forced entry

Vandalism
02/03/20 – A victim on Terminal 

Street reported she parked her car, 
but when she returned, she saw 
that three of the four tires on her 
vehicle had been slashed.

snow that was blown about the 
neighborhood for the filming. She 
said not being able to get a detailed 
answer was troubling.

“Charlestown, we need to 
ensure that we are better pro-
tected when the city/state allows 
the entertainment industry to set 
up their filming operations out-
side our front doors,” she wrote. 
“As residents of Boston, we have 
no opportunity to voice opposi-
tion when the industry decides 
our neighborhood street offers a 
desired shot. The first time we are 
made aware of these operations 
is when flyers are posted on our 
doors and no-parking signs are 
erected on our streets often only 
several days in advance of the film 
crew’s arrival.”

Movie filming disruptions have 
become a staple of neighborhood 

angst in Charlestown and all over 
the city of late. More and more 
film crews choose locations like 
Charlestown, the South End and 
Dorchester to stage their produc-
tions. When it happens, many 
times residents and businesses are 
left out of the planning for that – 
which has elicited complaints from 
every corner of Boston, particular-
ly in the summer months.

The Mayor’s Office said they 
flyered the neighborhood about 
the Disney-Plus filming back in 
December, and also had a side-
walk meeting with the production 
company. They also flyered the 
neighborhood prior to filming as 
well.

They said production compa-
nies approach the City routine-
ly to film, and are directed to 
the Film Committee. They have 

to request permission to film on 
a residential street, and they are 
required to work with the Office 
of Neighborhood Services (ONS) 
to get the word out.

If parking is impacted, they 
are to offer replacement parking 
spot-by-spot within a reasonable 
distance from the area. They are 
also expected to produce a phone 
number that residents can call at 
any time during filming to try to 
resolve issues that arise.

When meeting with City offi-
cials, Film crews bring in their 
desired schedule and both the City 
and the film crew work to iden-
tify a schedule that balances the 
requirements of the movie with 
the quality of life of the business 
owners and residents of the area. 

Movie (from pg. 7)
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1 Earn a $400 bonus when you open a new Performance or Performance Plus Checking Account with a $10 minimum opening deposit between 
1/13/20 and 3/31/20 and complete the following requirements within each of the first full three calendar months following the date the new 
account is funded: (1) Receive cumulative direct deposits totaling $1,000 or more. Qualifying direct deposits are electronic deposits of your 
paycheck, pension or government benefits from your employer or the government. Person- to-person and bank transfers between your 
Cambridge Savings Bank accounts or accounts you have at other financial institutions do not qualify. (2) Complete 5 posted and cleared debit 
transactions, including checks paid, debit card transactions, wire transfers, or ACH debits. For example, a qualifying account type opened and 
funded during the month of January must complete the requirements in the months of February, March and April in order to qualify for the 
bonus. New account funding must be completed by 3/31/20. You must not currently have a Cambridge Savings Bank personal checking account 
or have had one in the last 12 months. A $400 credit will be made to your checking account within 30 days of completing requirements as long 
as qualification conditions are met and the account remains open in good standing. The Performance Plus Checking Account has a 0.05% 
Annual Percentage Yield (APY). APY is accurate as of 1/13/20. Rate is variable and may change after account opening and fees may reduce 
earnings. Minimum balance to obtain the APY is $10. No minimum balance is required to receive the bonus. The value of the bonus will be 
reported to the IRS as interest. Limit one bonus per household. Offer cannot be combined with any other offers and may be withdrawn at any 
time. All other rules and regulations for checking accounts apply.

VISIT US IN BRANCH OR ONLINE  
CAMBRIDGESAVINGS.COM/400CASH

CHK-0138l Rev. 12/19

WHEN YOU OPEN & USE A NEW CHECKING ACCOUNT.

$400
WHAT’S BETTER 

THAN THIS?
1

C S B  C H E C K I N G


