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POWERS AT LIBRARYCNC COMMUNITY CORNER
The monthly meeting of the Charlestown Neighborhood 

Council will be held on Tuesday, Dec. 4, at 7 p.m. in the 
Knights of Columbus Hall, 545 Medford St. We will hear from 
Susan Cascino from Boston’s ZeroWaste Plan, from the Boston 
Transportation Department about the change streets initiative, 
from the Parks Department about the Charlestown High School 
football field, and there will be a discussion of trees around the 
Barry Playground on the Navy Yard end of Medford Street The 
public is encouraged to attend.

 
The Spaulding-Charlestown Neighborhood Council 

Community Partnership Fund announces the fourth year of 
awarding grants to eligible non-profit organizations. The first 
tutorial for applicants will be held Monday, Dec. 17, at 7 p.m. at 
the American Legion Hall on 23 Adams St. If you cannot make 
this date a second tutorial will be hosted on Wednesday Jan. 9, 
2019. Please note that attending one of the tutorials is required 
for submission of a grant application, which is due on Friday, 
Jan. 18, 2019 by 5 p.m. Additional information will be available 
on the CNC website http://www.charlestownneighborhoodcoun-
cil.org on the Community Fund page.
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P A T R I O T - B R I D G E
c harl estown

Photo by Marianne Salza

Carol Cardello, Author Bobby Powers, and Karen Dean-Smith during 
Monday night’s author talk at the Charlestown Public Library. Long-time 
Charlestown resident, and poet, Bobby Powers presented his book of poet-
ry, ‘Charlestown:  A Cornerstone of America,’ to the entire community .
See story and photos on page 4.

By Seth Daniel

When throngs of Christmas 
revelers descend on the Warren 
Tavern this Sunday, Dec. 2, to 
kick off the Toys for Tots toy 
drive in Charlestown, there will 
be hundreds of toys given in the 
spirit of the holidays, but it is the 
behind the scenes work that often 
goes unseen.

For several decades the Tavern 
has hosted the Toys for Tots open 
house, and this Sunday, Dec. 2, 
from 4-8 p.m., will be no differ-
ent. All are encouraged to bring 
a new, unwrapped toy, and they 
will receive a raffle ticket for 
each toy. The raffle is extraordi-
nary, and Tavern manager Kim 
Mahoney, said this year will be 
no different.

But she also said that after the 
party is over, it is the great work 
from local organizations to get 
the toys to the needy that counts 
more than anything.

“At the Tavern, we do this 
every year and we love to do it, 
but we’re just the vehicle to get 
the toys to the needy,” she said. 
“We’ll have the Tavern sparkling 

Christmas is coming to Charlestown this weekend: 
Tree Lighting, Breakfast with Santa and Toys for Tots

during the day of the event, and it 
will be a lot of fun, but the biggest 
story is all of the services that the 
organizations do for the commu-
nity afterward. I really want all of 
those folks and their organizations 
to be recognized as well. We work 

with the Kennedy Center, and in 
particularly Krystal Galvin, who 
all give their heart and soul to this 
and don’t get a lot for it. We’re 
happy to be the vehicle, but they 
do the great work.”

(Christmas Pg. 9)

TURKEY TIME FUNDRAISER

Photo by Derek Kouyoumjian

Nolan Burns (front) and Jimmy Lister fight for bragging rights in the annu-
al Turkey Time fundraising hockey game on Saturday night, Nov. 24. The 
annual game raises funds for the Charlestown Youth Hockey Association 
(CYHA) by having former players come back for a game on the home ice.
See story and photos on Pages 6 and 7.

By Lauren Bennett

An informational meeting was 
held at the Nazzaro Community 
Center in the North End Tuesday 
night to update the public on the 
North Washington Street Bridge, 
which now has a shorter con-
struction phase of four years and 
six months. 

As previously reported by the 
Patriot-Bridge, the construction 
plans now include a temporary 
bridge, which will get rid of a 
stage of construction that would 
require one lane in each direction 
on the bridge in August 2019. 

Nathaniel Curtis of Howard 
Stein Hudson said that the tempo-
rary bridge is “an innovation that 

gets rid of that one-lane stage” 
and will have two inbound lanes, 
a single outbound lane, and a 
sidewalk. The bridge will expedite 
construction of the new bridge by 
approximately six months, reduce 
nighttime lane closures, provide 
a new public playground away 
from the active construction site, 
and reduce the number of major 
traffic and pedestrian shifts from 
five to three. 

JF White, the contractor for 
the bridge, will construct a new 
playground and dog park, accord-
ing to Curtis. He said that the 
design, size, and details are cur-
rently under development in coor-
dination with the Department of 
Conservation and Recreation. 

Curtis said that the new per-
manent bridge—which will have 
two inbound and two outbound 
lanes, a dedicated inbound bus 
lane, separated cycle tracks, and 
expanded 19-foot sidewalks—is a 
“complete street over the water.” 
He played a video to show what 
the traffic flow is going to look 
like on the temporary bridge, as 
well another one to show the 
different stages of the permanent 
bridge construction.

Curtis said that the new dura-
tion will have four stages: stage 
one will be 15 months, stage two 
will be 23 months, stage three will 
be ten months, and stage four will 

N. Washington Street Bridge construction underway;
public receives updates at North End meeting

(Updates  Pg. 11
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Letters to the editor

e d i t o r i a l
CLIMATE CHANGE                  

IS HAPPENING NOW

The report released last Friday by 13 U.S. government agencies con-

curring in an assessment that the effects of climate change will result in 

a 10 percent decline in the U.S. gross national product and the loss of 

$1 trillion in real estate by the year 2100 is sobering -- if not depressing 

-- and should be a wake-up call to our elected officials to take action 

immediately to lead the world in reversing the effects of man-made con-

tributions to climate change.

The U.S. report comes on the heels of a similar study released by the 

United Nations two months previously that essentially stated that we are 

reaching a point of no return with climate change -- that even if the goals 

set by the Paris accords (from which the U.S. withdrew) are met, they 

probably are not sufficient to halt the deterioration in our environment 

and the negative effects of climate change.

In addition, there were two big stories in the New York Times this 

weekend about climate issues. 

The first story detailed the ever-increasing use of coal in third world 

countries such as Vietnam, India, and Pakistan to generate electricity. 

Coal production is a dying industry in the U.S. and other Western 

nations, but its low price and availability in third world countries, includ-

ing China, has made it the fuel of choice in the undeveloped world. 

Even those who refuse to accept the science of climate change will 

admit that coal plants contribute greatly to air and water pollution -- and 

the multitude of new plants in Asia will have effects on our country even 

from half a world away.

The second story pointed out that the palm oil industry is destroying 

the rain-forests in Indonesia -- with the result that 35 times more carbon 

is being released into the world's atmosphere than from all other sources 

combined.

We don't pretend to be experts on anything, but, to paraphrase Bob 

Dylan, we don't need a scientist to tell us which way our climate is 

heading. 

The evidence of the past 12 years of unprecedented climate events: 

Superstorms Katrina, Sandy, Harvey, Maria, and Michael; the past few 

years of destructive wild fires in California; the loss of sea ice in the 

Arctic; and the destruction of coral reefs because of warming ocean 

temperatures -- is right in front of us and brought into our living rooms 

almost on a daily basis

Hopefully, the ubiquity of these catastrophic climate events is not 

numbing us into a sense of unreality such that we fail to see the big 

picture. 

A report prepared by scientists hired by the oil industry in the 1960s 

predicted that carbon dioxide emissions would cause global warming 

with catastrophic effects -- and a study commissioned a decade later by 

none other than Exxon confirmed those findings.

In our view, climate change is happening faster than even the worst-

case scenarios of the past and present have predicted -- and with the 

window to take action rapidly closing, we are not optimistic about the 

fate of our planet.

SAY BYE              
BYE TO PIER 5

Dear Editor,  
"Say Bye-bye to Pier 5, 

Other News and Notes," com-
pelled me to weigh in on the 
idea of preserving the precious 
trees that are planted to balance 
the very close proximity of so 
many houses/businesses in one 
tiny little square mile. Without 
trees and other plant life, 
Charlestown loses everything it 
has long aimed to become.

Growing up in Charlestown 
in the 1950s  and 1960s was 
on so many levels an incom-
parable experience.  One ele-
ment of that experience though 
was never pleasant and even 
depressing.  Our family had 
the privilege of occasional sum-
mertime visits to Tyngsboro, 
where we infrequently played 
in nature’s abundance.  This 
familial retreat included becom-
ing familiar with many varieties 
of trees.  But then with the inev-
itable contrasting experience of 
the return to where we lived, a 
town seemingly devoid of trees, 
created a schism in me that 
wasn’t resolved until I decided 
to only live where there were 
trees.   

I nearly wept when it was 
revealed in the article that “a 
bevy of new trees on A Street 
were killed due to poisoning by 
dog urine.”   Two paragraphs 
later, the discussion of purchas-
ing “Big Dog” art stimulated 

questions in this reader … Is there 
a plan to attach a urinal to the Big 
Dog art, which can pinch-hit to 
deal with urine poison?  Could the 
BPDA redirect the resources being 
used for dog art toward a plan to 
deal with the inevitable animal 
toilet issues?  

I love dogs.  I love trees.  Isn’t 
there a way for them to safely, 
peacefully coexist?

Nancy O’Neil-Hannan

PIER 6 BOSTON 
RESTAURANT, 
CHARLESTOWN, 
GOES ABOVE AND 
BEYOND

Dear Editor:
Recognition! The owner of 

Pier 6 Boston, a restaurant in 
Charlestown, went way, waaaaay 
above and beyond for my family. A 
terrifying car accident occurred 
outside his restaurant (a car drove 
off the Pier). He deployed himself 
and his staff to help the accident 
victims, allowed them unlimited 
space in his restaurant to get situ-
ated and deal with authorities, and 
treated them to dinner. Through 
all this, he avoided the media 
and focused solely on the victims’ 
well-being.  

Why didn’t Mike, the owner, 
want all that free press? Apparently 
he cares more about people. 

My parents are the victims 
of this car accident. I just spoke 
with the Pier 6 Boston owner this 
week. He simply refused to accept 

my ‘thank you.’ Instead he just 
wanted to know how my par-
ents were doing. Then he said, 
“Tell your parents to stop in 
anytime for ‘food on the house’ 
since they went through such 
an ordeal.” When I respond-
ed, “Huh? On the contrary, 
we should be buying you din-
ner,” he refused and, again, 
showed genuine concern and 
well-wishes for my parents.

That is why I’ve written this 
letter to the editor; Mike, the 
owner, is a very good person. 
And while he doesn’t want rec-
ognition, I encourage everyone 
to visit his restaurant and recog-
nize him.

Also deserving, a huuuge 
thank you to all the additional 
people who helped my parent’s 
rescue that night. There were 
a lot of heroes.  Thank you, 
you all transformed a very scary 
situation into one with few long-
term consequences.

To Mike and everyone else, 
thank you all very much.

David Goldberg

IT IS TIME TO   
TAKE ACTION

Dear Editor:
I am writing for Charlestown 

residents and the nearly 700 
that signed a recent petition. 
We cannot control devel-
opment at North Point 

Letter Pg. 3)
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Townie Tidbits

By Sal Giarratani

@bostonplansbostonplans.org

Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director/Secretary

300 1st Ave
Spaulding Rehabilitation Hospital, Boston
Conference Room
Charlestown, MA 02129

Wednesday December 12th
6:00 PM

Plans to Activate the Charlestown 
Navy Yard Waterfront

Community Meeting

Event Description
Please join the Boston Planning & Development Agency (“BPDA”) on Wednesday December 12th at 6PM at Spaulding 
Rehabilitation Hospital to hear from proponents looking to collaborate with the City to activate the Charlestown Navy 
Yard waterfront and watersheet.  The BPDA is seeking activities that promote the public’s use and enjoyment of the 
waterfront and watersheet – especially in unique and creative ways and during off-peak hours – and attract a diverse 
audience to engage and interact with the water.  To learn more about the proposals please access the BPDA website 
bit.ly/BPDA_CNYRFP

Richard McGuinness

Boston Planning & Development Agency
One City Hall Square, 9th Floor Boston, MA 02201
617.918.4323 | richard.mcguinness@boston.gov

REMEMBERING THE 
COMBAT ZONE

Growing up in the '50s and '60s 
in Roxbury and the South End, I 
often walked into Downtown or 
when my friends  and I were 
lazy, we would take the Kneeland 
Street bus. We would cross over 
into the Combat Zone to check 
out the place on our way up to 
Jordan Marsh, Woolworth’s, etc.

The Combat Zone was pretty 
safe during the daylight. Not so 
in the dark of night.  It was a 
pretty tough area. Pimps, book-
ies, XXX  movie theatres, near 
naked girls behind the peep holes, 
blah, blah, blah!

 It also had two pinball 
machine shops where you got 
to play six games for a quarter 
unless you won and got more 
free games.  Scantily dressed girls 
were always staring at you, but 
nothing they had was free.

Back when the Charlestown 
Navy Yard was open, every sailor 
in port at some point and every 
sailor from any country was in 
port, they quickly made it over to 
Lower Roxbury Street.

I can remember when I was a 
little kid maybe 10, my parents

used to walk us into town on 
our way to the North End and 
they always crossed the street 
near the State Theater which was 
next to the Paramount because 
the State always plastered with 
plenty of bare naked girl photos 
advertising the latest move inside. 
Once my parents forgot to cross 

over and they turned around and 
my younger brother and myself 
had stopped to check out those 
photos. My parents never forgot 
to cross the street again.

 I was sorry to have missed 
Stephanie Schorow’s lecture 
about her new book, “Inside 
The Combat Zone," at the 
Charlestown Branch Library 
while I was down in Texas.

 However, I was reminded of 
the old Combat Zone one day 
while walking along Congress 
Avenue in Downtown Austin. I 
saw it, but couldn’t believe it. 
There in front of my eyes were 
the names of two movie houses, 
one was the State and the other 
was the Paramount, just like in 
my younger Boston days.

Oh, I almost forget. Do  you 
know who created the term 
Combat Zone for lower 
Washington Street? None other 
than Dapper O’Neil when he was 
licensing commissioner before 
joining the City Council.

One last thing, I always 
thought the Stuart Theater was 
the Gateway to the Combat 
Zone. You never watched a 
movie in there unless you took a 
can of Lysol in with you. Do not 
ask me why!

 One last, last thing. Who 
knows what I am talking about 
here. C'mon don’t be shy. Wasn’t 
the Combat Zone pretty enter-
taining for all us baby boomers 
too?

Cambridge, Assembly Row 
Somerville, the casino in Everett 
or the North Station complex. The 
traffic of these surrounding neigh-
bors already impacts us, boxing us 
in AND contributing to a high rate 
of asthma.

Living in Charlestown for 40 
years, my family and I have wit-
nessed many changes. It is alarm-

ing to me that a tower of 275 feet 
will be added to our Town’s one-
square mile. 

It is time to take action. We the 
people of 02129 are working on 
traffic issues, density, future build-
ing projects which impact quality 
of life. 

Please join us.
Ed Katz

By Seth Daniel

The family of a man and woman 
who drove their car accidentally 
off of Pier 6 while parking told 
the Patriot-Bridge this week that 
they are extremely grateful to one 
business owner in the Navy Yard 
for his incredible concern.

David Goldberg, whose parents 
were the ones to drive off the 
pier, said this week he wanted to 
recognize the owners of Pier 6 
Restaurant for going above and 
beyond to help his parents during 
and after their rescue.

“The owner of Pier 6 Boston 
went way, way above and beyond 
for my family,” said Goldberg this 
week. “A terrifying car accident 
occurred outside his restaurant 
when a car drove off the Pier. He 
deployed himself and his staff to 
help the accident victims, allowed 
them unlimited space in his restau-
rant to get situated and deal with 
authorities, and treated them to 
dinner. Through all this, he avoid-
ed the media and focused solely on 
the victims’ well-being. Why didn’t 
Mike, the owner, want all that free 
press? Apparently he cares more 
about people.”

On Nov. 14, around 5:30 p.m., 
the couple were headed to the 

Car driven off Pier 6 while parking
restaurant on Pier 6 when the driv-
er hit the gas mistakenly instead 
of the brake. That left the SUV 
perilously dangling off the pier 
and threatening to splash into the 
water – and Goldberg’s parents 
were still inside. His parents were 
brought to safety, and a special 
tow truck lifted the SUV back onto 
firm ground by 8 p.m.

In the meantime, he said the 
ownership of the restaurant went 
way above and beyond to treat his 
parents with dignity and respect 
while they worked off the shock of 
the incident.

“My parents are the victims 
of this car accident,” he repeat-
ed. “I just spoke with the Pier 6 
Boston owner this week. He sim-
ply refused to accept my ‘thank 
you.’ Instead he just wanted 

to know how my parents were 
doing. Then he said to tell my par-
ents to stop in anytime for ‘food on 
the house’ since they went through 
such an ordeal.”

Goldberg said it is his family 
that owes dinner to the owners 
and staff at Pier 6, and he said 
he reached out to the paper to 
give them the recognition publicly 
that they seemed to defer on. He 
also said he wanted to thank the 
Charlestown first responders for 
quelling what could have been a 
terrible situation.

“There were a lot of heroes,” 
he said. “Thank you - you all 
transformed a very scary situation 
into one with few long-term con-
sequences. To Mike and everyone 
else, thank you all very much.”
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LEAGUE ALL-STAR
Congrats to Pope John XXIII 

High School senior Conor Kelly 
on his selection as a Catholic 
Central League soccer All Star. A 
two-year captain and four-year 
starter on defense, Conor helped 
the Tigers qualify for the MIAA 
tourney in both 2017 and 2018. 
Conor, who is also a member 
of the National Honor Society, 
now looks forward to the win-
ter sports season and helping PJ 
and “hoop” coach Leo Boucher 
defend their Division 4 State Title.

KNIGHTS GO BOWLING 
Northeast (9-3) returns to 

the Vocational Bowl in a home 
matchup Thursday (Nov. 29) 
against rival Greater Lawrence 
(8-3) in what should be a heck-
uva game. The Knights feature a 
three-headed dominating running 
offense and a resurgent defense 
that has won seven of eight games 
in convincing fashion. Senior Sean 
O’Brien (46 points) has been a 
red-zone threat all season and 

even tossed a trick-play TD to 
go along with his ferocious tack-
ling at middle linebacker. Junior 
signal caller Owen Halley (26 
points) has emerged as an addi-
tional wildcat option and posted 
a nifty completion percentage in 
the passing attack.

TOWNIE NHL STANDINGS
    W-L-T 

Boston Bruins 13-6-4 
Calgary Flames 14-9-1 
New York Rangers 12-10-2 
Florida Panthers 8-9-4 
Ottawa Senators 9-11-3

•SCORING G-A-PTS 
Matt Tkachuk, Flames 12-15-27 
Keith Yandle, Panthers 4-16-20 

Kevin Hayes, Rangers 5-11-16 
Jimmy Vesey, Rangers 8-4-12 
Brady Tkachuk, Senators 7-4-11 
Matt Grzelcyk, Bruins 1-7-8

•SHOT
Kevin Hayes, Rangers 57 

Jimmy Vesey, Rangers 53 
Matt Tkachuk, Flames 52 
Keith Yandle, Panthers 52 
Brady Tkachuk, Senators 36 
Matt Grzelcyk, Bruins 17

•PLUS/MINUS
Kevin Hayes, Rangers 7 

Brady Tkachuk, Senators 3 
Matt Tkachuk, Flames 3 
Jimmy Vesey, Rangers 1 
Matt Grzelcyk, Bruins E 
Keith Yandle, Panthers -7

BE THE TALK OF THE TOWN
The Charlestown Patriot Bridge is interested in publishing 
the memories of Charlestown residents in print.   If you or 
someone you know would like to share your experiences,  

please send email t editor@charlestownbridge.com

AUTHOR BOBBY POWERS PRESENTS ‘CHARLESTOWN: A CORNERSTONE OF AMERICA’ 

Damien Donovan, Marnie Ryan, and Cathy Daley. Bobby Powers presenting his collection of poems, ‘Charlestown: A 
Cornerstone of America,’ at the Charlestown Public Library on Nov. 26.

Jodi Ganey reading ‘Charlestown: A 
Cornerstone of America,’ by Bobby 
Powers.

Listeners enjoying excerpts from Bobby Powers’ book of poems.

 Photos & Story by Marianne Salza

Bobby Powers was the ram-
bunctious boy who grew up on the 
southwest slope of Bunker Hill, 
chewing bubble gum, smelling 
chocolate from Schrafft’s candy 
factory, and viewing 25-cent mov-
ies with his buddies. 

Everybody knew one other’s 
families, and there were ample 
adventures to be had. 

On Monday, Nov. 26, at the 
Charlestown Public Library, the 
well-known local historian present-
ed ‘Charlestown: A Cornerstone of 
America,’ a collection of poems 
that celebrate the significant peo-
ple and activities that have shaped 
his life. 

“I grew up with a sense of 
being an American. I felt proud,” 
said Powers, who began writing 
on Pier 3 in the Navy Yard while 
employed as a custodian for the 
USS Constitution Museum in 
1978. 

Powers is the eighth of 10 
children born to Robert “Pipes” 
Powers and Celia (Mullen) Powers. 
A self-proclaimed ruffian, Power’s 
explained his childhood exploits, 
like exploring warehouses, and 
diving off a bridge and having to 
scrape the oil off his legs. 

“Much of my book is focused 
on our history, faith, and activities 
that were involved in growing up, 
and the institutions and factories 

that were a part of our daily lives,” 
Powers said. “We live close with 
each other, and in this we find our 
spiritual bond of understanding.”

Powers described the roots that 
nourished his youth, and noted 
inspiring veterans and local heroes, 
such as his mother, who worked 
in the Navy Yard while his father 
defended our country in France 
during WWII. “As fiancés served 
oversees on enemy foreign soil, 
women fresh out of high school 
in the Navy Yard would toil,” 
wrote Powers in his poem, Wonder 
Women. “At jobs as welders and 
riggers and other occupations, 
their patriotic chore was the back-
bone of our nation.”

Townie SporTS

TODDLER–GRADE 6

PRESCHOOL:

ONE PARK STREET 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL:

67 BRIMMER STREET

617-523-7577

PARKSTREETSCHOOL.ORG

Open House

OCTOBER 22

6:00 - 7:30 p.m.

NOVEMBER 30

9:00 - 11:00 a.m.
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By Seth Daniel

When Elizabeth McCarthy, a 
staff attorney at Greater Boston 
Legal Services (GBLS), was helping 
to mediate a suspension hearing a 
few years ago with a second-grade 
student, the student busily colored 
a white piece of paper.

Next to the young student’s 
picture were the letters, “BK, BK, 
BK.”

“We asked him what those let-
ters meant and he said it was ‘bad 
kid’ because he was a bad kid,” 
she said. “That just breaks your 
heart because these kids are so 
young and they don’t understand 
what has fully happened and they 
were being suspended and disci-
plined. It’s one reason we took 
action.”

GBLS and the Boston Public 
Schools recently reached an agree-
ment – which threatened but 
didn’t include legal action – to 
update the BPS Code of Conduct 
so that students, starting this year, 
in Grades K-2 will no longer be 
suspended from school. Also, chil-
dren in Grades 3-5 will only be 
suspended for very serious offens-
es and with due process. The 
agreement also includes training 
and professional development to 
create non-exclusionary, alterna-
tive discipline for school leaders 
and teachers.

McCarthy, who has over-
seen the GBLS School to Prison 
Pipeline Intervention project since 
2014, said she happened upon the 
situation by accident. Thinking 
that she was going to be mediating 
suspensions, she found that many 
kids – some of them too young to 
understand what was happening 
to them – were being suspended 
for small things or removed from 
school. Those suspensions built 
up over time and became a big 
problem later in life.

Rather than moving through 
the notice and hearing process 
required by law, she said schools 
far too often called parents and 
demanded that they come remove 
their child from school. If parents 
refused or were unable to imme-

diately respond, schools told the 
parent, among other things, that 
their child would be “officially” 
suspended for a longer period of 
time, that the school would call 
9-1-1, or file a report of parental 
neglect with the Department of 
Children and Families (DCF).

“BPS has had a rough year, but 
I give them credit for working 
with us and finding a solution,” 
she said. “These suspensions had 
such a negative effect on the kids 
over the long term, and to think 
an 8 year old or younger could 
understand or navigate suspension 
hearing was not right. Many times 
parents didn’t even know about 
these suspensions or couldn’t 
make it to these hearings. I am 
glad to see this resolution.”

Nearly 18 months ago, GBLS 
had approached BPS with a class 
action complaint regarding their 
practice of suspending students 
without any due process, in viola-
tion of state law. BPS asked GBLS 
to delay filing the complaint and 
instead committed to negotiating 
a comprehensive settlement.

McCarthy said one of the stu-
dent named in the complaint had 
an undiagnosed learning disability, 
and had trouble in the traditional 
classroom. The student, who is a 
second-grader, faced several sus-
pensions at a young age.

“That student had been out of 
school for months upon months 
and his parents couldn’t get any 
answers,” she said. “They would 
call and the school would say 
he wasn’t supposed to be there. 
Months went by and he was out 
of school for a long time. No one 
could tell them what they were 
supposed to do. Now, he has 
gotten help and has returned to 
his original school. He is thriving 
there, so there is a real possibility 
some of these young students can 
turn their behavior around if they 
can get help and aren’t sent out of 
school.”  

Interim Supt. Laura Perille said 
BPS was happy to work towards 
a better policy for students and 
families.

“Boston Public Schools is 

proud of the steps that have been 
taken to better serve students of all 
backgrounds, including those with 
high needs, and our ongoing focus 
on making sure that students are 
provided with opportunities for 
growth and success,” she said. 
“We thank the Greater Boston 
Legal Services for its continued 
participation in the BPS Code of 
Conduct Advisory Council and 
for joining our long-standing 
efforts toward reducing out-of-
school suspensions and expanding 
restorative justice practices. 

“With the finalization of this 
agreement, BPS will be providing 
support to school staff to ensure 
full implementation of disciplinary 
protocols that are consistent with 
established best practices, legal 
obligations, and the best interests 
of all BPS students,” she contin-
ued.

Starting this year, students in 
Pre-K through second grade will 
no longer have out-of-school sus-
pensions.

BPS data showed that in 2017-
2018, there were no suspensions 
for K-0 or K-1. However, in 
Grades K-2 to second grade there 
were 229 suspensions. This year, 
to date, there are only 33.

Then, beginning in the 2019-
20 school year, schools may only 
suspend students in Grades 3-5 in 
limited circumstances. Those cir-
cumstances include when a child 
has assaulted a member of the 
school community and the princi-
pal has evidence the student would 
cause serious physical harm to 
another if they remain in school. 
Other instances include having a 
weapon, a controlled substance, 
committing a civil rights violation, 
or committing repeated bullying. 
Those suspensions have to follow 
a due process, and also have to be 
signed off on by a district admin-
istrator.

BPS also pointed to figures that 
show out-of-school suspension 
rates have steadily dropped since 
2013, particularly for black stu-
dents and students with special 
needs.

In 2014-15, rates for out-of-

school suspensions for special 
needs students was 9.3 percent. 
Last year, it had fallen to 4.6 per-
cent. Black student rates fell from 
7.6 percent to 3.2 percent.

White, Latino and Asian stu-

dent rates also fell, but were pre-
viously much lower anyway than 
the other two groups.

Overall, suspensions have 
dropped from 4.8 percent in 
2014-15 to 2.1 percent last year.

Holiday Gift
GUIDE

It’s time to get ready for Holiday sales. Reach more than 85,000 readers of 
the Revere Journal, the East Boston Times, the Everett Independent, the 

Winthrop Sun Transcript, the Chelsea Record, the Lynn Journal, the 
Charlestown Patriot Bridge, the Boston Sun, the Beacon Hill Times, Jamaica 

Plain Gazette, Mission Hill Gazette and the Regional Review newspapers.

ALL ADS COLOR | PRINT AND ONLINE EDITIONS
Get TWO WEEKS now

and TWO WEEKS in December

(1) 2x5 Ad 
ONLY $135!!

Publishing 
December 12 + 13

Deadline: Monday,
December 10

Contact Your Advertising 
Representative

781-485-0588 

Maureen DiBella ext. 103
Peter Sacco ext. 106

Kathy Bright ext. 110
Sioux Gerow ext. 125

ADD A DIGITAL BANNER AD TO ANY OF OUR WEB SITES!
Only $300/mo

Ad size shown to scale proportionately.
Broad: 3.65” wide x 5”  
Tab: 3.998” wide x 5”

Per Paper/wk

Any 4 Papers
$500/wk

Ruth M. Lori 
Napolitano 
December 5, 1927 – June 9, 2007 

With love, 
Your husband, sons and loved ones.

Birthday Remembrance

Happy memories we keep forever, of days when we were all together.
Time passes, memories stay, you are always remembered, 

especially today.
Although you’re in heaven, you’ll always be here, 

And these birthday memories will last forever.
Remembering you on your birthday…

Always in our hearts, thoughts, and prayers.

Greater Boston Legal Services, BPS agree to stop young student suspensions

By Seth Daniel

Two 90-foot-tall digital bill-
boards to be built on the Sullivan 
Square bus yard property were 
deferred on Tuesday morning 
at the Zoning Board of Appeals 
(ZBA).

Few details were available 
regarding the billboard project, 
which was quickly deferred due to 
concerns from the Mayor’s Office, 
an attorney told the Board with 

little other discussion.
The proposal is to fabricate 

and erect two, 90-foot-tall bill-
boards on top of the repair shed 
at the bus yard, which sits next to 
the I-93 off ramp at the corner of 
Cambridge and Spice Streets.

The owner of the property 
is Edward Owens, who owns 
Owens Moving in the industrial 
area of Everett – a business that 
has been around for 100 years. 
The bus yard serves as a lot for 

yellow school buses and a repair 
facility as well.

Owens could not be reached 
by phone or e-mail to discuss the 
proposal.

City officials from the Mayor’s 
Office also weren’t immediately 
available to discuss the plan or 
their concerns. The plan appar-
ently has been ready for proposal 
since last summer.

It is expected to be taken up 
again at the Zoning Board.

Towering billboards deferred at Zoning Board
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St. Mary–St. Catherine of Siena, and  

Charlestown Library Friends Present 
 

The Copley Singers 

3:30 December 9th, at St. Mary  Church, 55 Warren Street  
(617) 242-4664    handicapped accessible   www.stmarystcatherine.org 

ANNUAL TURKEY TIME HOCKEY GAME TO BENEFIT THE CYHA

COLD TURKEY
Photos by Derek Kouyoumjian 

The annual Turkey Time 
Alumni hockey game – to ben-
efit the Charlestown Youth 
Hockey Association (CYHA) – 
took place on Saturday night, 
Nov. 24, with numerous players 
returning to Emmons Horrigan 
O’Neil Rink to play a friendly 
game for charity. The game was 
moved from the night before 
Thanksgiving this year to the 
Saturday after Thanksgiving, 
and organizers said they had a 
great turnout.

Former players raised a lot 
of money for the current young 
players in the CYHA.

The Charlestown Youth Hockey Alumni Turkey Time hockey players assembled on the ice.

Tommy DeRosa controls the puck 
for the green team.

Brendan Collier (left) faces off against Ryan McGonagle (right). Matt Lakus (front) battles for the puck with Danny Settipani.
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TURKEY TIME ALUMNI HOCKEY GAME

Hugh O’Donnell (front) breaks away as Nolan Doherty gives chase.

Conal Lynch gets ready for a shot on Brendan Cantin.

 Noel 
Gallagher 
(front) takes 
a shot against 
his broth-
er, Devin 
Gallagher.

Brennan  
Carrier kept 
careful mind-
ing of the net.

Above: Jimmy 
Lister, Jr. (far right) 
gets a pep talk from 
dad, Jimmy Lister, 
Sr., and James.
 
Right: Norm 
McLaughlin 
drops in on the 
scorekeepers Zeus 
Gambaro, Isabelle 
Charbonnier, 
Josie Hoyt, and 
Francesca Grando.

250 WALTHAM ST., WEST NEWTON, MA 02465  |  617-630-2300

PRE-K – GRADE 9 OPEN HOUSE   
Sun., Nov. 4  |  1:00 – 3:00 PM

PRE-K – GRADE 1 ADMISSIONS EVENING*   
Thurs., Nov. 15  |  6:30 – 8:00 PM
*This program starts promptly at 6:30 PM.

PRE-K – GRADE 4 OPEN HOUSE   
Tues., Dec. 4  |  9:00 – 11:00 AM

Discover More  
at an Admissions Event

Skip the line by PRE-REGISTERING TODAY 
AT FESSENDEN.ORG/OH18 OR CALL 617-630-2300
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Celebrate & Decorate for the holidays with 
Hill House!

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1ST, 10 AM – 4 PM

TREE & WREATH SALE
amaryllis bows garlands poinsettias

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6TH, 3:30 PM–5:30 PM

PHOTOS WITH SANTA
evening of the Beacon Hill Holiday Stroll

HILLHOUSEBOSTON.ORG          127 MOUNT VERNON STREET          BOSTON

all proceeds from 
the Tree & Wreath 
sale benefit Hill House
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Public Meeting

@BostonPlansBostonPlans.org

Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director/Secretary

500 Rutherford Avenue
Cambridge College
Charlestown, MA. 02129

Thursday, December 6
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

Hood Park Master Plan 
Notice of Project Change

Project Proponent:
Hood Park LLC

Project Description:
The revised Hood Park Master Plan project consists of a total of approximately 1,735,745 square feet of development spread among a 
total of 11 buildings with a variety of uses including commercial, residential, hotel, and retail. A total of 1,465 vehicle parking spaces are 
proposed within the project site to support the development. This particular meeting will focus on the transportation component of the 
Proposed Project and will include a discussion about the transportation analysis conducted as part of the Notice of Project Change 
(NPC), a prioritized discussion with the Impact Advisory Group (IAG), and a question and answer session with the general public.

mail to: Raul Duverge 
Boston Planning & Development Agency
One City Hall Square, 9th Floor
Boston, MA 02201

phone: 617.918.4492
email: raul.duverge@boston.gov

Close of Comment Period:
1/11/2019

     Equal Housing Opportunity   
 

BDPA Income Restricted Rental Opportunity 
480 Rutherford Ave, Boston, MA 02129 

www.480RutherfordLottery.com  
 

23 Income Restricted Rental Units 
# of Units Unit Size Rent % AMI 

9* Studio $1,094 70% 
11* 1 Bedroom $1,277 70% 
3** 2 Bedroom $1,459  70% 

*Includes one built out for Mobility Impaired 
** Includes one built out for Deaf/Hard of Hearing 

 
Maximum Income Limit 

HH size Up to 70% 
1 $52,850 
2 $60,400 
3 $67,950 
4 $75,450 
5 $81,500 
6 $87,550 

 
Minimum Income Requirements*: 

Studio: $32,820 
1 Bedroom: $38,310 
2 Bedroom: $43,770 

*Minimum limits do not apply to households that receive housing assistance (i.e. Section 8, VASH, MRVP) 
 

Asset Limit 
70% AMI 

$75,000 
Does not include retirement. Does include Real Estate 

 
Households may request an application be sent by email or mail from: 

Wednesday, December 5, 2018 – Friday, December 14, 2018 through the following methods: 
 

 To complete the application online, please visit: www.480RutherfordLottery.com  
 To have a hard copy of the application sent to your mailing address, please call: 781-992-5310 

 
Applications can also be picked up in person on the following dates and times: 

Date Time 
Wednesday, December 5, 2018 10:00AM - 2:00PM 
Thursday, December 6, 2018 3:00PM - 7:00PM 

Friday, December 7, 2018 10:00AM – 2:00PM 
Saturday, December 8, 2018 10:00AM - 2:00PM 
Tuesday, December 11, 2018 10:00AM – 2:00PM 

Location: Charlestown Public Library – 179 Main Street, Boston, MA 02129 
 

Completed applications must be returned by the deadline– remit by mail only: 
Postmarked no later than December 21, 2018 

Maloney Properties, Inc. 
Attention: Rutherford Lottery 

27 Mica Lane, Wellesley MA 02481 
 

Selection by lottery. Asset, Use & Occupancy Restrictions apply. Preference for disabled household for ADA units. 
Preference for Boston Residents. Preference for Households with at least one person per bedroom. 

For more info or to make a request for reasonable accommodations, please call 
Maloney Properties, Inc. 781-992-5310 | U.S. Relay 711 |or Email: 480Rutherford@MaloneyProperties.com  
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by Penny & Ed Cherubino

This is a time of year when the 
topics of taking care of leftovers 
and food safety gain some atten-
tion. For some households this is 
the only time they prepare large 
meals and have a lot of leftovers. 

Caring for fresh food is not as 
easy as tossing processed food in 
a cupboard or freezer. However, 
it simply requires a set of skills 
you can learn. Developing your 
own plan for mastering fresh 
food purchasing, storage, and 
care will not only improve your 
diet and health, but will also save 
money by reducing food waste.

By now you have heard from 
many experts that you should 
thaw proteins with care under 
refrigeration. The FDA says, 
“Hot foods should be kept at 

an internal temperature of 140 
°F or warmer.” And, “Cold 
foods should be kept at 40 °F 
or colder.” Finally, “Remember 
the 2-Hour Rule: Discard any 
perishables left out at room tem-
perature for more than 2 hours, 
unless you’re keeping it hot or 
cold.”

Buy, Prep, Store & Use
It all starts with buying the 

freshest food, in the best pos-
sible condition, from reputable 
sources. When you arrive home, 
take time to prepare the food for 
storage in the appropriate spot in 
your kitchen. 

We transfer many produce 
items from their plastic bags or 
clamshells to clean refrigerator 
containers lined with a paper 
towel. As you make the transfer, 

Caring for fresh food
Fresh and LocaL

(Photo courtesy of the USDA)

Adding thermometers to your refrigerator will enable you to check its 
efficiency and show you where to store foods for optimum food safety. 

look for and remove any leaves 
or fruit that show damage. One 
crushed berry or soggy leaf can 
speed the deterioration of the 
rest. 

Learn how to store your favor-
ite fresh foods. Do an online 
search for the fresh food you 
use all the time and find tips for 
keeping it in top condition. You 
might learn that tomatoes should 
never be refrigerated. Apples, 
pears, and stone fruit can stay 
in the fruit bowl, but if you 
have more than you’ll eat in a 
few days, you may want to have 
some wait in the chillbox. 

In almost all cases, you should 
not wash your fruit until you 
are ready to use it. Lettuce and 
greens can be washed ahead if 
you make sure to dry them thor-
oughly and store them in an 
appropriate container.

Refrigerator Skills
We recently replaced our 

refrigerator. This meant running 
down our fresh food supply 
before the delivery and making 
plans for keeping things fresh for 
a few hours while our new appli-
ance reached safe temperatures. 
We added a digital thermome-
ter with separate sensors for the 
refrigerator and freezer. By mov-
ing the sensors to different spots 
in the appliance, we learned the 
temperature difference on each 

shelf. 
This was an opportunity to 

rethink how we organize our 
refrigerator and freezer and 
how we use the space. We made 
some changes that reflect how 
we eat today versus how we 
ate years ago when we first 
developed our refrigerator use 
habits.

Our door shelves are now 
filled with healthy snacks and 
beverages. The condiments and 
sauces that once occupied this 
handy space are on turnstiles in 
the back of the top shelf with 

our containers of fruit and ber-
ries and lettuce in front of them. 
Highly perishable food like 
meat or cooked foods are kept 
on the coldest bottom shelf. 

When was the last time you 
reorganized your refrigerator? 
Maybe making more room for 
holiday meals could serve as an 
incentive to rethink your cur-
rent fresh food storage system.

Do you have a question or 
topic for Fresh & Local? Send 
an email to Penny@BostonZest.
com with your suggestion.
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Happy Holidays!
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‘Tis the season for 
a great massage!

For yourself 
or as a gift!

“��� ���� ������� ������� ��������� � ���� ���� ������ ��������

 ����������������������

ESTER PINA RODRIGUES
Charlestown High 

Basketball, Volleyball, Soccer

DASIAH THORNTON
Fenway High 

Soccer, Basketball, Softball

SCHOLAR ATHLETES OF THE MONTH

Scholar Athletes, established in 2009, supports academic achievement through athletics. 
Our Zones, located in 19 Boston High Schools, are where our Scholar Athletes of the 
Month are coached, tutored, and advised. We are proud to serve more than 5,000 

students in Boston, Springfield, and Everett.

WWW.WEARESCHOLARATHLETES.ORG

The Science Emporium is at 114 16 th Street 
(first door upon entry)

“e” inc.

Come visit the “e” inc. 
Science Emporium in the 
Navy Yard for the latest in 
science toys and gifts for 

children and adults alike; plus 
cookies, cider, & chit chat!

The “e” inc. Science Emporium is open for special Holiday Shopping Nights! 
-- Thursday Evenings from 5 to 8 PM (11/29 12/6, 13. 20) plus Fridays 10 – 5.

"e" inc. educators are happy to help you any weekday between 10 and 5 but 
please call ahead to be certain we are staffed. Phone: 617-242-4700.

 
We can be reached at 617-242-4700 or info@einc-action.org.

Wondering what to give the Little Scientist in your life?

Special Holiday Shopping Hours: 
Thursday Nights & Fridays 10-5!

we have Science Kits, Books, Games, 
Animals, & hysterical stocking stuffers!!!

All of the toys collected this 
year will go to Charlestown fami-
lies in need, and the Tavern works 
with the Kennedy Center, the 
Charlestown Boys & Girls Club 
(with Director Derrick Gallagher) 
and the Charlestown Residents 
Alliance to make sure that hap-
pens.

This year, for the first time, 
greeting revelers at the door will 
be a female U.S. Marine.

Mahoney said they would have 
U.S. Marine Sgt. Lynn Alexis 
accepting donations on behalf of 
the U.S. Marines Toys for Tots 
campaign, which the effort is 
aligned with.

Beyond that, Mahoney said 
all of the businesses she has 
approached have been very gen-
erous with donating gift cards, 
merchandise and other gifts to 
the cause.

“Every business in Charlestown 
should be a doer,” said Mahoney. 
“This is a great time to show that. 
We have one square mile and a 
lot of potential. Every business 
should step up and help and most 
do – especially at this time of year. 
Every business I have approached 
has gladly donated because we 
all come together on this event 
to help the community. We try 
to make it that everyone who 
donates something leaves with 
something.”

Additionally, the event usu-
ally attracts many elected offi-
cials, and this year Mayor Martin 
Walsh is expected to come by 
after lighting the Christmas tree 

in Thompson Square.
State Rep. Dan Ryan and State 

Sen. Sal DiDomenico are expect-
ed to make appearances, and per-
haps Gov. Charlie Baker will stop 
by once again as well.

In the end, Mahoney said it is 
a fun way for everyone to help 
these organizations help the needy 
right in Charlestown’s one-square 
mile.

“For me, I really want everyone 
to recognize the behind-the-scenes 
work that goes on after the party 
is over and the people in our com-
munity who are tirelessly working 
to be there, using these donations 
we collect, to help families in 
need in our community,” she said. 
“They make a huge contribution 
every day and often don’t get a lot 
of recognition for it.”

•THOMPSON SQURE 
TREE LIGHTING SUNDAY
Mayor Martin Walsh 

announced the Enchanted Trolley 
visit and Christmas tree lighting 
would take place in Thompson 
Square this Sunday, Dec. 2, 
around 4:30 p.m.

“I’m excited to kick off this 
holiday season by visiting neigh-
borhoods throughout Boston 
with our trolley tour and tree 
lightings,” said Mayor Walsh. 
“This is a great time for us to 
come together and celebrate 
our neighbors, our city, and 
our communities. I encour-
age all to attend this weekend 
of family-friendly celebrations.” 
For the 23rd year, the Mayor’s 
Enchanted Trolley Tour will con-

tinue the festive tradition of light-
ing holiday trees while bringing 
holiday spirit to children across 
Boston. The event is sponsored 
by Bank of America, and includes 
visits with Santa, holiday perfor-
mances, and more.

•CHAMBER WREATHS ON 
MAIN STREET

The Charlestown Chamber will 
be holding their annual wreath 
decorating event on Saturday 
morning, Dec. 1. Volunteers will 
meet at the Charlestown Knights 
of Columbus at 9 a.m. and then 
fan out along Main Street and 
other thoroughfares to hand 200 
wreaths from the lampposts.

This year, Jimmy Lister said, 
Hood Park has sponsored all of 
the wreaths, and has been very 
generous in helping to decorate 
the Town for the holidays.

New member Scott Holmes 
has offered to coordinate the 
event as well, and by mid-day, 
expect the Town to be decked out 
for the holidays.

•FIRST CHURCH 
BREAKFAST WITH SANTA, 

HOLIDAY BAZAAR
The First Church in 

Charlestown will host its 2nd 
annual Breakfast with Santa on 
Dec. 1, from 9 a.m. to noon at the 
church, 10 Green St. The event is 
free to the entire community and 
also will have a craft bazaar with 
local artisans selling their wares 
for Christmas gifts. 

There will be free pancakes 
and sausage and free photos with 

Christmas (continued from pg. 1)

Santa.
•CHAMBER WINTER 

WONDERLAND
The Charlestown Chamber 

will host the annual Winter 
Wonderland and Holiday Stroll 
on Saturday, Dec. 8, from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. on the Training Field. 
Join the Chamber for a fun day of 
kids activities and shopping. There 
will be local vendors and non-
profit organizations with unique 
gifts for holiday shopping. Santa 
will arrive at 11 a.m. for pictures 

and there will be a kids holi-
day train ride throughout the day. 
DJ and Holiday Music will be 
provided by Mix 104.1 Karson 
Tager, and children’s crafts will 
be provided by Christ Church 
Charlestown. At 4:30 p.m. there 
will be a showing of the 1969 clas-
sic ‘Frosty the Snowman.’ Bring 
blankets and snacks for an eve-
ning under the stars watching a 
childhood favorite. Vendors and 
nonprofits can sign up at www.
CharlestownMAChamber.org.
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N e i g h b o r h o o d  r o u N d  u p
ARTISTS GROUP 
DECEMBER EVENTS 
AT STOVEFACTORY

This December don’t miss out 
on local art. On Saturday and 
Sunday Dec. 1 and 2, from 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m. visit Open Studios 
and check out the StoveFactory 
Gallery’s December Exhibition. 
All three floors of artist’s studios 
will be open to the public. On 
Saturday and Sunday, Dec. 8 and 
9, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., the 
StoveFactory Gallery will be open 
again featuring the December 

Exhibition, with a closing recep-
tion on Sunday, Dec. 9, from 3-5 
p.m.. The StoveFactory Gallery 
is located at 523 Medford St. 
For more information visit artists-
groupofcharlestown.com.

SAVE THE DATE 
FOR BREAKFAST       
WITH SANTA

On Saturday, Dec. 1 Santa 
returns to The First Church, 10 
Green St., to enjoy a free pancake 
and sausage breakfast. There will 
be a chance to take free pho-
tos with Santa, shop with some 

gift vendors and an “Inflateables 
Extravaganza”. Plan now for a 
fun morning. For more informa-
tion call the First Church 617-
242-3693 or email office@fccha-
rlestown.com.

HARVEST ON VINE 
FOOD PANTRY

The Harvest on Vine Food 
Pantry is requesting boxes of 
cereal and small bags of white 
rice this week, but any dona-
tion on non-perishable foods that 
you could make would be greatly 
appreciated. 

Donations can be dropped off 
at the Food Pantry at 49 Vine St. 
(Hayes Square), The Cooperative 
Bank at 201 Main St. and at the 
Parish Center on 46 Winthrop St. 
(across from the Training Field).  
Financial donations can be sent 
to: Harvest on Vine, Parish Center, 
46 Winthrop St., Charlestown, 
MA 02129. For more informa-
tion, call Tom MacDonald, direc-
tor, at 617-990-7314.

CHARLESTOWN 
LIONS CLUB 
COLLECTING FOR 
DISASTER RELIEF

The Charlestown Lions Club 
is collecting donations to go to 
disaster relief. The donations will 
be used to benefit those affected 
by the local gas explosions and 
recent hurricanes in the South.

ALL proceeds will be donated - 
there are no administrative  costs.

Checks may be made out to 
Charlestown Lions Club - LCIF 
and sent to:

P.O. Box 290474, Charlestown, 
MA 02129 If you have any ques-
tions, please email Moe Gillen 
Towniemoe@aol.com.

MICRO HOCKEY     
IS BACK!

Charlestown Youth Hockey 
has opened registration for Micro 
Hockey, which is a Learn-to-Play 
Hockey program for boys and 
girls, 5 to 8 years of age, who have 

Michael P. 
McCarthy 
Painting, Inc.

-Historic Restoration
-Plaster & Drywall Repair
-Wallpaper Removal

617-930-6650
www.mpmpainter.com

SERVICE DIRECTORY

JOHN J. RECCA 
PAINTING

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com
781-241-2454

Licensed & insured 
Complete electrical services 
www.johnpmchughelectric.com
Jmchugh447@gmail.com 

DOOR TO DOOR  

The Charlestown Patriot-Bridge  
is delivered door to door to over 

5,000 homes in Charlestown every 
Thursday morning.

Drop off news anytime at
Bunker Hill Florist

21 Main Street

News Items: 
email:

editor@charlestownbridge.com
call us at:

617-241-8500  
fax us at: 

617-241-8505
email us your ads at:

charlestownads@hotmail.com

Thank You
your friends at the

Charlestown Patriot-Bridge

Shawn Black Photograph

not yet played organized team 
hockey.  Only basic skating skills 
are necessary.  Younger players 
may qualify after a coach evalu-
ation.  The program will run on 
Saturdays from 10 to 11:45 a.m.  
The first session will run through 
March 9.  Space is limited.  To reg-
ister or obtain the required equip-
ment list, go to WWW.CYHA.
COM and click on the MICRO 
HOCKEY tab.  Email questions 
to MICROHOCKEY@CYHA.
COM.    

FAMILY SUPPORT 
MEETINGS 

New family support group 
for people suffering from alco-
hol or other addictions is meet-
ing Mondays at 7 p.m. at the 
First Church in Charlestown. For 
more information call Shawn 
781-733-1327.

CHARLESTOWN 
GIRL SCOUTING AT 
WARREN-PRESCOTT 
SCHOOL

The fourth-grade Junior Girls 
Scouts at the Warren-Prescott 
school only have five girls in 
their troop and are looking for 
more girls to join.  This troop 
only allows fourth-graders from 
Warren Prescott.  The Troop 
meets  at the Warren-Prescott 
School every other Thursday from 
5-6 p.m.  through the school year.

STUDENTS NAMED 
TO HONOR ROLL

The following students have 
been named to the Austin Prep 
Honor Roll for the first Quarter:

Honors: 
Stephen Fabiano, Adam 

Higginbottom.

CHARLESTOWN 
HIGH SCHOOL 
FUNDRAISER

The Friends of Charlestown 
High are presenting Night on 
the C-Town a fundraiser fea-
turing music, food, raffles, and 
more. Dec. 13, from 6:30 - 9:30 
p.m. at the Knights of Columbus 
Hall. Check it out at https://
NIGHTONTHEC-TOWN.
EVENTBRITE.COM. 

WINTER ART LABS 
FOR KIDS AT ESSEM 
ART STUDIO

Register for Art Labs at Essem 
Art Studio facilitated by artist, 
creative, and fellow Charlestown 
mom, Sophia Moon.Art Labs are 
loosely facilitated activities that 
permit exploration and creative 
play so little ones can develop 
confidence in creating art and 

self expression through various 
mediums—acrylic paints, water-
colors, color pencils, modeling 
clay, and/or miscellaneous art/
craft supplies. Art Labs can be 
modified for all ages and are 
also meant to be interactive so 
if you are bringing your little 
one(s), come ready to have fun 
and get messy. All materials are 
provided. All children must be 
accompanied and remain under 
the care of a parent/guardian at 
all times. If you would like to 
book a private party/event, please 
email us at hello@essemartstudio.
comMonday, Dec. 10 at 6pm 
Charlestown Public Library

The Michael Quinn 
Scholarship Committee is spon-
soring a College Information 
Night in Charlestown..  The pro-
gram will cover the college admis-
sion and financial aid process 
from beginning to end.  A panel 
discussion featuring admission 
and financial aid professionals 
will be held and all aspects of the 
college search and admission pro-
cess will be covered.  The event is 
free and open to the public.

FREE EVENT AT 
CAMBRIDGE 
COLLEGE - LIFE, 
COLLEGE AND 
WORKFORCE 
READINESS

Are your students prepared 
for the fourth industrial rev-
olution?  Come find out how 
FranklinCovey Education is mak-
ing an impact in schools around 
life, college and workforce read-
iness.  Join high school educa-
tion consultant, Gary McGuey, 
to learn ways for students to 
become more engaged, find 
their sense of purpose and build 
the necessary skills to be suc-
cessful.  R.S.V.P. to Danajean.
Stewart@franklincovey.com or 
reach out to learn more.  Santa 
will be visiting The Cooperative 
BankAfter he recovers from the 
First Church Pancake Breakfast 
Santa will make a return visit to 
Charlestown on Friday,  Dec. 7, 
for an all day visit. Stop by and 
take a photo and receive a Holiday 
gift. Hood Park Transportation 
Meeting ScheduledThe commu-
nity is invited to attend a meeting 
on transportation at Hood Park 
on Thursday, Dec. 6, at 6pm. 
The meeting will be held at 500 
Rutherford Ave., North Entrance.
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Elite
253 Main St. • Charlestown • 617-241-5566

www.c21elite.com
Sales • Rentals • Free Market Analysis

Certified Buyer Agents

BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE
Wisdom, Scott 27-29 Cook Street LLC 27 Cook St $1,450,000
Davis, Michael W  Dana Kirby T 19 Elm St #1 $889,000
Okeefffe, Kate Hastings, Jeremy 90 Washington St #B $714,000

R e a l  E s t a t e  Tr a n s f e r s

be six months, for a total of 54 
months of construction. 

Right now, the project is in 
stage one, which goes up until 
November 2019 and includes the 
relocation of utilities, removal 
of the west sidewalk, and con-
struction of the temporary bridge, 
which is to be completed in the 
Fall of 2019. 

Traffic and pedestrians can 
expect to be diverted to the tempo-
rary bridge beginning in December 
2019 through December 2021, 
with final completion of the per-
manent bridge in February 2023. 

Noise is always a concern for 
many residents during construc-
tion projects. Curtis said that 
though it is expected that the 

contractor will work overnight 
between 10 p.m. and 7 a.m. as nec-
essary and all stages will require 
some overnight work, maximum 
noise levels are specified in the 
contract. He added that the base-
line is measured against existing 
conditions, and the noise limits 
will vary across day, evening, and 
night hours. 

A community member said he 
lives very close to the construction 
and is already hearing jackham-
mering at midnight. He said noise 
is really a big deal for him. He 
was told that a lot of the work has 
been shifted to the daytime off-
peak, because there can be a delay 
in work on nights when there are 
events at the Garden. 

“Proactive noise projections are 
readied prior to work,” Curtis 
said. He reassured residents that 
there will be noise monitoring of 
the project area, and noisy areas 
will be shielded with noise blan-
kets. In addition, backup alarms 
will be a softened noise instead of 
the typical loud beep. 

In addition, Curtis said the con-
tractor will be taking “proactive 
dust protections,” as the commu-
nity also expressed concern about 
dust. He said that the contractor 
health and safety plan includes 
on-site dust control, with the use 
of water to minimize the impact 
of dust. They will also be follow-
ing all regulations for hazardous 
materials, as there is asbestos on 
the current bridge, and a bait and 
trap program will be implemented 
throughout construction to control 
rodents. 

Another major issue for people 
is traffic management. Curtis said 
that there will be traffic details at 
major intersections as needed. He 
said they heard from Charleston 
residents that they are concerned 
about traffic along Chelsea Street, 
and assured them that “this will be 
actively monitored.”

Regional signage has also 
already been put out to warn driv-

For  RecordFor  Record
From the Nov. 27 Zoning 

Board of Appeals hearing, City 
Hall:

•66R Cambridge St. 
Applicant: Edward Owens

Purpose: Fabricate and 
install 2 Digital Billboards to a 
height of 90 feet on-premises.

•BPDA Community meet-
ing to review RFP

The Boston Planning and 
Development Agency (BPDA) 
will return to the Navy Yard 
to review the six RFPs that 
have been submitted as part 
of the activation of the Yard. 
Save the date for a BPDA 
Community meeting to review 
RFP responses on Dec. 12 
at 6:30 p.m. in Spaulding 
Rehabilitation Hospital com-
munity room

• North Washington Street 
Bridge Replacement Public 
Meeting

The project team will pro-
vide an overview of the proj-
ect to date, including changes 
that allow the general con-
tractor, JF White, to install 
a temporary parallel bridge 
to speed up construction and 
reduce traffic and pedestrian 
impacts. The project team 
will also present construc-
tion staging and traffic plans 

and discuss public outreach 
and next steps. A question 
and answer period will fol-
low the presentation. When: 
Thursday, Nov. 29, 6:30-
8:30 p.m. Where: Knights of 
Columbus, 545 Medford St., 
Charlestown

• Charlestown 
Neighborhood Council

A monthly meeting held 
by the CNC to discuss neigh-
borhood issues including 
Transportation, Development, 
Events, Public Safety, 
etc. When: Tuesday, December 
2, 7 p.m. Where: Knights of 
Columbus Hall, 545 Medford 
St., Charlestown

•Boston Water and 
Sewer Commission: In Your 
Neighborhood

Come meet with Boston 
Water and Sewer Commission 
Staff in your neighborhood and 
learn why it’s important not to 
pour fats, oils or grease (FOG) 
down the sink or toilet. You 
can also pay your water bill 
with a check or money order, 
talk about billing or service 
problems, and more. When:  
Tuesday, Dec. 17, 11 a.m. – 
1 p.m. Where: Charlestown 
Golden Age Center, 382 Main 
St., Charlestown

ers coming from the north and the 
south about the construction. 

As far as other traffic measures 
go, Curtis said that the Keany 
Square traffic control will include 
a left turn lane from the bridge to 
Commercial Street. In City Square, 
traffic control will include a “slip 
lane” from the temporary bridge 
to Chelsea Street as requested by 
the City of Boston, Curtis said. 

Curtis said that next steps 
include keeping the public 
informed via Construction Look 
Ahead letters, which are emailed 

to project subscribers and shared 
on the MassDOT project website. 
The public will be notified about 
major operations and night work. 
He said there probably won't be 
another large round of meetings 
until next fall, when the temporary 
bridge will be completed. 

“That doesn’t mean we’ll dis-
appear,” Curtis said. “If we need 
more, we’ll do more.”

Any public questions, com-
ments, or concerns about the proj-
ect should be directed to north-
washingtonstreet@dot.state.ma.us.

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

EAST BOSTON - Wood 
Island, 3/4 BR, full size 
washer/dryer in unit, 
no pets, no smoking, 
$2500 no util, security/
refs required. 617-888-
2717

• 123  APTS.FOR RENT

FURNISHED 
ROOM FOR 

RENT

• 272 GEN’L  HELP  
WANTED

------------------------------
DEADLINES: For classi-
fied line ads, deadlines 
are Monday by 4 p.m. 
Call 781-485-0588 or 
fax the ad to 781-485-
1403

BUILDING 
FOR SALE

• 137 
OFFICE/ 
COMM’L 

RENTALS

COMMERCIAL RENTAL 
Ideal for marine services 
(e.g. small engine re-
pair, upholstery services, 
sales, storage, etc.) 
Approx. 1,000 sq. ft., 
office, overhead door, 
open work space.Call for 
price: 617-212-0037.
-------------------
REVERE: Off Broad-
way. Professional 
office space. On public 
transportation. Call for 
details. 978-590-8810

REVERE - Avail Dec 
1, newly renovated, 
1st fl 2BR, steps to 
MBTA, major routes, 
yard, small pet OK, no 
smoking, off st. pkg., 
laundry in unit, $1900 
incl heat/hw. 1st, last, 
sec and refs. Req’d. 
781-286-0959
11/28
------------------
WINTHROP Available 
12/1- 1st Flr. Apt. for 
rent in 2 family home 
on Almont St. 
Newly Renovated, 
Laundry in unit, HW Flr. 
Stainless Kitchen
Off St. Parking $2100. 
No Util Call Anthony 
617 799 9509
11/28
--------------------

REVERE
Great Location
2 Store Fronts 1 4BR 
Apt. 5 open Pkg. spots
$950.000
617 785 7027
12/5

Class A or B drivers 
wanted/plow truck 
operators wanted: 
Tri-Axle work, Street 
Sweeping work, Snow 
Removal and Manage-
ment.   Work in the 
Greater Boston area, 
Days Nights Weekends 
available.  Part time 
Positions wanted 
with some full time 

availability depending 
on candidates needs.  
Must Have CDL License 
for at least 10 years; 
however we are willing 
to train in the unique 
aspects of our job and 
work duties.  Come be 
part of a great team 
with great work in and 
around Boston. 617-
840-8478

REVERE - Beachmont
Furnished room in quiet 
neighborhood. 5 min 
walk to bus, 8 minute 
walk to T. Pets-No, 
Smoking - no.
$750. Now showing. 
Available Jan 1, 2019
781-485—8868

THINK OF 
IT AS AN 
OWNER’S 
MANUAL

FOR YOUR
 MONEY.

The free Consumer Action 
Handbook. In print and online
at ConsumerAction.gov, it’s
the everyday guide to getting
the most for your hard-
earned money. For your 
free copy, order online at
ConsumerAction.gov; write
to Handbook, Pueblo, CO
81009; or call toll-free
1 (888) 8 PUEBLO. 
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Follow us on Instagram (HoodParkBoston), Twitter (@HoodParkBoston), 
Facebook (Facebook.com/HoodParkBoston) & online at HoodPark.com.

Hood Park Meeting: TRANSPORTATION
December 6, 2018      6 p.m.
500 Rutherford Ave, North Entrance

Hood Park Meeting: Transportation
December 6, 2018 at 6pm
500 Rutherford Avenue, North Entrance 

By Seth Daniel

On any given day, when Debbie 
(Swales) Burke heads to her job 
as the chief of nursing at Mass 
General, she walks through 
Charlestown and runs into old 
friends, and sometimes even her 
uncle walking his dog.

Living pretty much most of 
her life in Charlestown, and now 
being at the top of her profession 
at MGH, she said she feels so very 
fortunate to live in a community 
that is in the middle of the city, 
and still feels very small at the 
same time.

“It’s great because I have a 

sister on Bartlett Street and every-
one else is still in the area, if not 
in Charlestown,” she said. “The 
furthest one is in Beverly. I really, 
really like how the community has 
grown. It’s a destination place. It’s 
close to the city and up and com-
ing, but I still get that small town 
feel in Charlestown. When I walk 
to work, I see my uncle walking 
his dog. That’s very special. It’s a 
place I’ll never leave.”

The same could be said of her 
position at MGH, the senior vice 
president for patient care and chief 
of nursing, which she has held for 
exactly one year. It’s a position she 
never aspired to, and nursing was 

Nursing a passion for ‘little girl from Charlestown’ who made it to the top at MGH

Debbie (Swales) Burke

something that grew on her as her 
career progressed.

Growing up in Charlestown, 
she was familiar with having a big 
family and many people around 
her.

“I’m the oldest of seven kids,” 
she said. “My mother is one of 
nine siblings and my father is 
one of 11 siblings, and all are 
Charlestown people. So, there is 
and was always some family mem-
ber around somewhere.”

Burke grew up in the busing era 
in Charlestown, and so after going 
to grammar school at St. Francis 
de Sales Elementary, the former 
Holden School and the Edwards 
Middle School, her parents put 
her in Girls Catholic School in 
Malden.

It wasn’t until after high school 
that she would find the profession 
that she loves today.

“Nursing wasn’t something I 
knew I wanted to do,” she said, 
from her office at MGH in the 
West End. “When I got out of 
high school, I wasn’t sure what I 
wanted to do, so I went to Bunker 
Hill (Community College) for one 
year. Then I got some advice from 
a cousin of mine who suggested 
nursing. I thought I’d try it. I liked 
the schooling and looked at a lot 
of jobs, but felt MGH was the 
place to come.”

Since that time, she has never 
left and never looked back.

“I got here to MGH and found 
it was an amazing place,” she said. 
“It’s the smartest people that work 
here and at the same time, it’s this 
community hospital for people in 

Charlestown, Chelsea and Revere. 
And it feels that way too. When 
you work here, you feel you’re 
providing this top notch level of 
health care and at the same time 
you feel like you are so local.”

Burke graduated from nursing 
school at the old Malden Hospital, 
and then received her Bachelor’s 
Degree from Northeastern 
University. She went to Salem 
State for her Master’s in Nursing 
and for a Master’s in Business 
Administration (MBA). She also 
received her doctorate in nursing 
practice.

That advanced education, she 
said, is what propelled her from 
her regular nursing job to being a 
top administrator and chief nurse 
at MGH.

Nowadays, she said she con-
tinues to make the rounds on the 
floors, trying to avoid staying in 
an administrative office all the 
time. She’s even been known to 

take a quick walk over from 
Charlestown at night to see how 
things are going on the night 
shift.

In addition to the 5,800 nurs-
es under her watch, she also 
supervises health professionals 
like physical therapists, occupa-
tional therapists, chaplains, and 
respiratory therapists – to name 
a few.

“It’s a huge group,” she said. 
“I like to think of it as peo-
ple most often caring for the 
patients. It’s a large team, but 
it makes sense. We’re all one 
big department because we’re all 
contributing to caring directly 
for patients…In this job, you 
have to still stay connected. Two 
times a week I have staff meet-
ings and that’s going out and 
meeting staff in their environ-
ment. I like to go and have open 
forums with people. It helps me 
because I get to hear a lot and 
connect with the front lines.”

After leaving Charlestown for 
several years, branching out to 
other parts of the state, Burke 
said she had this urge to return 
home.

That was 20 years ago, and 
now she can’t imagine not being 
in her home community, living 
and working within walking dis-
tance – close to family, friends 
and co-workers.

“I’ve been back now for 20 
years,” she said. “It’s going to 
be the place I stay forever. I love 
Charlestown and I think it’s got-
ten even better over the years. 
It’s more of a mix of people and 
I’m excited to be here. The num-
ber one thing is I feel fortunate 
to be here."

Charlestown Boys & Girls Club

ANNUAL KEYSTONE CLUB 

CHRISTMAS TREE SALE
*All proceeds will help support the Teen Keystone Club*

Starting Saturday, December 1st

Sat & Sun 10am – 5pm

WHILE THEY LAST
Tree sizes & prices vary

Call The Club at (617) 242-1775 
for more information
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