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CNC COMMUNITY CORNER

Due to Election Day, the monthly meeting of the Charlestown 
Neighborhood Council will be held tonight, Thursday, Nov. 8 at 
7p.m .in the Knights of Columbus Hall, 545 Medford St. The 
public is encouraged to attend. 

The Charlestown Neighborhood Council wishes to announce 
that it will be holding an election for its 7 at-Large Council 
seats on Saturday, Nov. 17, 2018, for a two year term begin-
ning in January 2019. Candidates are required to collect 25 
signatures from Charlestown residents to secure a spot on the 
ballot. Candidates must be 18 years of age or older and reside in 
Charlestown. Completed nomination papers were due Oct. 26
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This invisible person chose to remain anonymous...Who could it be? And 
can we even see him? Plenty of wild antics and spooky behavior took place 
at the 33rd annual Halloween celebration this year around Monument 
Square and the Training Field. Thousands came out to enjoy a magical night 
in the Town, with plenty of candy for everyone. See Pages 8 and 9 for more 
photos.

HALLOWEEN CELEBRATION

By Seth Daniel

Charlestown followed the 
trend of the state, but bucked the 
Citywide trend in going all out for 
Gov. Charlie Baker in Tuesday’s 
General Election – voting for 
Baker in a 2-to-1 margin.

Gov. Baker has been popular in 
Charlestown and has made several 
visits to the Town, including a fun 
trip to Charlestown Gym Hockey 
and the Warren Tavern last week. 

While citywide Gov. Baker 
and Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito came 
up short, with candidate Jay 
Gonzalez getting 50.55 percent 
of the Boston vote to Baker’s 49.1 
percent, that trend didn’t play out 
in Charlestown.

Gov. Baker, DA-Elect Rollins and 
‘No on 1’ big winners in Charlestown

By Seth Daniel and Eddy Loan

In a little apartment at 26 
Austin St. – an address that no lon-
ger exists, but stood where the 99 
Restaurant is today – the Tiernan 
family gathered around the radio 
on Dec. 7, 1941.

President Franklin Roosevelt 
was speaking in dire terms, tell-
ing all of America – and that 
little corner of Charlestown – that 
the Japanese had bombed Pearl 
Harbor.

America was now at war, he 
said, and it would be another 
World War to follow what had 
been a horrible, debilitating World 
War I just a few decades before.

The Tiernan family had paid 
a high price during World War I, 
as their father, William Tiernan, 
had been subject to mustard gas in 
the trenches. When he came back 
to Charlestown, he was never the 
same and died long before his time 
and long before that night in front 
of the radio.

And so as the family sat around 
that radio, another younger 
William Tiernan – the son of the 
late William Tiernan – prepared 
to leave Charlestown to fight in 
another World War just as his 
father had done.

“I’ll never forget sitting around 
that radio and listening to the 
president in our little apartment,” 
Margaret Tiernan Klessens, who 

The Bunker Hill: A veteran’s promise and a mystery solved

(Mystery Pg 11)

(election Pg 13)

By Seth Daniel

The Edwards Middle School 
will likely be phased out in the 
coming years, according to Boston 
Public Schools (BPS) officials, as 
the district looks to simplify its 
school pathways, eliminate free-
standing middle schools, and help 
solve the shortage of elementa-
ry seats in Charlestown and East 
Boston.

The announcement came during 
the community’s BuildBPS meeting 
on Friday, Nov. 2, and it featured a 
rather crowded room for a late eve-

ning meeting on a Friday. Interim 
Supt. Laura Perille and her staff 
were there to introduce BuildBPS 
to the community and talk about 
some of the reorganizations that 
will likely occur in Charlestown 
– which many learned were inex-
orably tied to much larger changes 
happening in East Boston.

School officials said the major 
change in Charlestown will be 
likely to phase out the Edwards 
Middle, which services mostly stu-
dents from other neighborhoods, 
and possibly use it as extra space 
to support the elementary schools.

“The plan will be on converting 
our underutilized middle school 
buildings to help our elementary 
schools and to enhance 7-12 path-
ways for our families,” said Nate 
Kudor, CFO of the BPS. “Any 
conversation about the Edwards 
in Charlestown has to include the 
East Boston community. The path 
forward is having new construction 
in East Boston. We want to put 
a new elementary school in East 
Boston to reduce some of the stu-
dents coming to the Edwards. We 

BPS likely to phase out Edwards Middle School

Photo by Keiko Hiromi

Gov. Charlie Baker and his wife, Lauren, celebrate a big win Tuesday night 
at the Hynes Convention Center alongside Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito and her 
husband, Stephan Rodolakis.

(edwards Middle  Pg. 15)
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Guest Op-ed

Thanking veterans today, and every day

We Voted

M y l e s ’  M u s i n g s
By Myles Striar

We voted once again today.
I hope your choice held sway.
Or were you too busy to vote today?
And what were the issues, anyway?

If so, I’d view your thoughts on government
With contempt and not much mirth.
It becomes somewhat less self-evident
That we’re the greatest country on earth.

By Mayor Martin J. Walsh

Every year on Nov. 11, we 
remember the armistice, signed 
on November 11th, 1918, that 
ended the First World War. One 
hundred years later, it can be 
easy to forget why we celebrate 
this day of all days, as the living 
memory of that war fades. The 
fact is, thousands of young men 
from Boston’s neighborhoods, 
and from all across our coun-
try, put their lives on the line to 
defend our allies in the Great War. 
Today, the legacy of that courage 
and sacrifice is alive all around us 
-- in the men and women in our 
neighborhoods who continue to 
serve our country; the families 
who continue to sacrifice; and 
veterans who continue to make 
Boston the great city that it is. It is 
essential, this year and every year, 
that we acknowledge and thank 
these honored members of our 
community. 

More than 22,000 veterans 
call Boston home. They embody 
a commitment to service that 
doesn’t disappear when they hang 
up their uniforms. When they 
come home, veterans continue to 
serve their community as leaders, 
parents, teachers, mentors, first 
responders, and more. Their valu-
able contributions make Boston 
a better place, and we should be 
thanking them each and every day 
for that.

It’s also important for us to 
remember that veterans and 

their families often face unique 
challenges. Many deal with deep 
wounds, both visible and invis-
ible. Since I was elected Mayor, 
I have worked hard to make 
Boston a city where veterans truly 
thrive, personally and profes-
sionally, throughout their lives. I 
believe that we need to show our 
veterans that we are grateful every 
single day. And one of the most 
important ways we do this is by 
showing vets that they can ask for 
help, and that they will receive it. 
It’s what we owe them in return 
for all they have given us.

These are the values behind 
some of our most ambitious work 
in the City of Boston: from end-
ing chronic veterans homelessness 
to improving access to support-
ive housing, healthcare, recovery 
services, employment programs 
for vets with and without PTSD, 
and much more. A question I 
hear all the time from residents 
is, “How can I help?” One of the 
simplest, and most powerful ways 
that every member of the Boston 
community can help support our 
veterans is simply saying “thank 
you.” And that’s exactly what 
we do through Operation Thank 
a Vet.

Over the last few months, our 
goal has been to personally reach 
out to all 22,000 veterans in our 
city. We wanted to make sure 
each of them knows about all the 
resources that our city has made 
available to them. We’ve connect-
ed with thousands of vets so far, 

but we have thousands more to 
go. That’s where you come in. 
On Saturday, Nov. 10, we will go 
door to door delivering thank you 
packages and information about 
opportunities available to veter-
ans. By joining us as a volunteer, 
you can help us reach our goal. 
And most importantly, you will 
make a meaningful difference in 
people’s lives--- connecting those 
who have served their country 
with a community who is ready 
to serve them and their families.

A century ago, the events of 
Nov. 11, gave people hope for 
a more peaceful and prosperous 
future. This week, we’ll recognize 
those among us who have con-
tinued that mission and put their 
lives on the line in the name of 
those same values. In Boston, we 
never forget the sacrifices people 
made for the good of our commu-
nity. We know that our strength 
comes from our willingness to 
lift our neighbors up in good 
times and hard times. And we will 
always be grateful to our veterans, 
not just on November 11th, but 
every day. 

If you are a veteran who 
would like to be connected to 
services in Boston, please reach 
out to Boston’s Veterans Services,  
https://www.boston.gov/depart-
ments/veterans-services, email  
veterans@boston.gov, or call 617-
241-VETS (8387).

Martin J. Walsh is Mayor of 
Boston.

BE SURE TO THANK 
OUR VETERANS

Its was 100 years ago this Sunday, on Nov. 11, 1918, that World War 
I formally came to a conclusion on what is famously referred to as the 
11th hour, of the 11th day, of the 11th month.

Americans observed the first anniversary of the end of the war the fol-
lowing year when the holiday we now know as Veteran's Day originated 
as Armistice Day in 1919.

The first world war was referred to at the time as "the war to end all 
wars." It was thought that never again would mankind engage in the 
sort of madness that resulted in the near-total destruction of Western 
Civilization and the loss of millions of lives for reasons that never have 
been entirely clear to anybody either before, during, or since.

Needless to say, history has shown us that such thinking was idealisti-
cally foolhardy. Just 21 years later, the world again became enmeshed in 
a global conflagration that made the first time around seem like a mere 
practice run for the mass annihilation that took place from 1939-45.

Even after that epic second world war, America has been involved 
in countless bloody conflicts in the 73 years since General Douglas 
MacArthur accepted the Japanese surrender on the Battleship Missouri. 
Today, we still have troops fighting -- and dying -- on frontlines around 
the world.

Peace at hand has been nothing but a meaningless slogan for most of 
the past century.

Armistice Day officially became known as Veteran's Day in 1954 
so as to include those who served in WWII and the Korean War. All 
of our many veterans since then also have become part of the annual 
observance to express our nation's appreciation to the men and women 
who bravely have answered the call of duty to ensure that the freedoms 
we enjoy as Americans have been preserved against the many challenges 
we have overcome.

Although Veteran's Day, as with all of our other national holidays, 
unfortunately has become commercialized, we urge our readers to take 
a moment, even if just quietly by ourselves, to contemplate what we owe 
the veterans of all of our wars and to be grateful to them for allowing us 
to live freely in the greatest nation on earth.

If nothing else, Veterans Day should remind us that freedom isn't free 
and that every American owes a debt of immeasurable gratitude and 
thanks to those who have put their lives on the line to preserve our ideals 
and our way of life.
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Pancake Breakfast

Sunday, November 11
8:30 AM - 12 PM

Knights of Columbus  - 545 Medford Street

Raffles with great prizes! - 50/50
Donation $5, children under 5 free

Charlestown Lion Club
Veterans’ Day 

Letters to the editor

THANK YOU
Dear Editor:
The Friends of the Training 

Field would like to thank the 
people who made Halloween at 
the Training Field a great success.  
The MacDonalds, who always 
go out of their way for the com-
munity: Doug, Jason, Kim, Nora, 
Jessie and Judy. Thanks to Tom 
Coots, Janet Sullivan - for great 
hot chocolate, and Army National 
Guard Members - Katrina Habib, 
Richard Watson, and Jamie 
Chambers. 

We also want to thank the 
members of the Charlestown High 
School Band: Tahari Barbosa, 
Jinye Yi, Yamilet Santana, Jayden 
Aguilar, Jared Parks, Stephanie 
Pereyra, Randy Lara, Kevin Le, 
Jamani Osario, and Emmanual 
Ademodi. It was really a treat to 
be able to include them.

Thanks to BPD A1 Community 
Service Officer Kerri Guerin and 
also to the Charlestown Mothers 
Association.

Our sincere thanks to everyone 
for making it a great time!

Bill Kelly
President, Friends of the 

Training Field 

It Takes A Village…To 
Save a Village

Dear Editor:
Since 2014, when the Wynn 

Casino Development Project was 
made public, it became appar-
ent that the impact on the sur-
rounding communities would be 
significant. By studying, learning 
and researching the various issues 
such as increased traffic in our 
environment, I am now aware 
that we are facing negative conse-
quences regarding our health. 

This concerns me a great deal. 
As a nurse, I pay attention to the 
health of the Boston community, 
and especially, that of my family, 
neighbors and myself.

It would be negligent of me to 
ignore and disregard the new data 
that supports the overwhelming 
evidence that we are experienc-
ing a higher mortality risk from 
particulate matter in the air from 
vehicle exhaust. 

Before us now, the Hood Park 
Project/Proposal is on the verge of 
requesting the present zoning of 
75 feet and 115 feet to accommo-
date a cluster of buildings as high 
as 275 feet. 

Why should you be concerned?  
The population of Charlestown 

is increasing with the many new 
projects. Traffic is increasing as 
we contend with daily gridlock. 
And lastly, the environment’s 
poor air quality contributes to an 
increase in documented health-re-

lated illnesses.
Just the facts: More popula-

tion, more cars, more poor health
Population Explosion:
How is our population increas-

ing? Charlestown currently 
exceeds the average density per 
square mile in Boston, which is 
about 14,000 residents. The 2016 
census showed Charlestown hav-
ing 17,000 residents in one square 
mile. Charlestown residents occu-
py one-third of our one square 
mile, while the other two thirds 
are comprised of commercial 
and industrial uses. According to 
Boston statistics, for every unit 
built 2.3 people will be added to 
the census. A cursory tabulation 
of recent, current development 
and future development projects 
could potentially swell the pop-
ulation to 25-35 percent larger, 
with no solutions for the critical 
safety, health and transportation 
issues. 

The Boston Planning and 
Development Agency has as many 
as seven additional parcels located 
around Sullivan Square that could 
eventually be sold to developers. 
Another area to be considered 
is the land that the Bunker Hill 
Community College parking lot 
is located, which is developable. 
A spine of large buildings from 
North Station to Sullivan Square 
will block off Charlestown and 
strangle us.

Precedence: Allowing a build-
ing/tower at Hood Park at 275 
feet sets a precedent for future 
towers in our community.                        

More vehicle trips: Why is traf-
fic increasing? Currently 100,000 
vehicle trips are made through 
Sullivan Square daily. When the 
casino opens in 2019, another 
1,000 vehicle trips per hour are 
expected to drive through our 
area entering and exiting the casi-
no grounds. All the new build-
ings surrounding the Charlestown 
community, such as Somerville, 
Cambridge and Boston results in 
added traffic congestion.

Trapped: We in Charlestown 
have only three ways to enter and 
exit. We are trapped in our own 
community.

And, We are choked now.
Poor Air Quality: What is the 

impact of increased traffic on our 
health?  The environment is suf-
fering with poor air quality and 
is affecting our health in ways 
that never before have been doc-
umented. We are all aware that 
poor air quality causes increased 
cancer, asthma, autoimmune and 
other illnesses such as Alzheimer’s 
and Parkinson’s Disease. The very 
latest research data has added 
strokes and heart attacks as being 
directly caused by particulate 

matter from car exhausts.
Our children are highly sen-

sitive to the adverse effects of 
air pollution because their lungs 
and immune systems are not fully 
developed. Also, more recent 
studies confirm the correlation 
between air pollution and mater-
nal exposure during pregnancy 
is associated with adverse birth 
outcomes.

This, to me is alarming. No 
doubt, we all do what is necessary 
to stay healthy. Unfortunately, the 
polluted air we breathe is ines-
capable. The healthcare costs are 
mounting. The lost days at school 
and work are real losses in pro-
ductivity.

What are we to do? We all 
need to pay attention to what is 
happening around us before we 
get swallowed up in a mass of 
buildings. 

We need to think about our 
”quality of life” as defined by 
Collier’s English Dictionary, “a 
general well-being of a person or 
society, defined in terms of health 
rather than wealth.”

To promote better health is a 
gift we give ourselves as well as 
others, now, and for future gen-
erations. It is cost-effective for the 
future of our City, our town and 
generations of residents. 

If we looked around at our 
environment and took stock of 
what is happening, and by work-
ing together, we could have a huge 
impact on where we are headed 
in terms of enjoying a happy and 
healthy existence and leave our 
village, our town of Charlestown, 
in better shape for the next gen-
eration.

Ann Kelleher

DEVELOPMENT AT 
WHAT COST?

Dear Editor:
There is a vision for a 2030 

Charlestown clearly outlined by 
the Mayor, the Department of 
Planning and Development, and 
the project managers of Hood 
Business Park, One Charlestown 
and Encore Casino. Emphasis is 
placed on increased usage of pub-
lic transportation, Zipcar/bicycle 
stations, and pedestrian-friend-
ly walkways with the goal of 
decreasing vehicular volume. Our 
major thoroughfares will become 
“urban boulevards,” and the 
plethora of newly installed traffic 
signals will enhance traffic flow 
and decrease idling time and auto 
emissions. Construction of these 
projects will feature smaller build-
ings (three-four stories) along the 
main roads (Rutherford Avenue, 
Bunker Hill Street and Medford 
Street) with larger structures (10-

12 stories) situated in the middle 
of the developments to minimally 
affect the skyline within the com-
munity. I have seen enough of 
these “snake oil” presentations. 
We are talking about a nearly 
25 percent increase in population 
with no coherent infrastructure 
to accommodate this density. One 
Charlestown is providing 0.6 of 
a parking space per unit, and the 
Hood Park project managers are 
already considering decreasing 
the amount of available parking 
at their site. The traffic signals 
are multiplying like rabbits and 
exacerbating an already unbear-
able commute in any direction. 
The day-long logjam of vehicles 
is getting pushed further down 
Medford and Main Streets and 
up Bunker Hill Street while engi-
neers and designers give too much 
credence to traffic formula soft-
ware. Extenuating circumstances 
(e.g. the re-repairing of the Alford 
Street Bridge; tractor trailers over-
turning on the Sullivan Square 
rotary; severe rainstorms flood-
ing and damaging the roadways) 
are given minimal consideration. 
Maybe by 2030 we can strap on 
our drone-packs and soar to our 
destinations with little fanfare. 

I understand the need for 
increased city revenues, but at 
what cost. Charlestown used to be 
a working-class community where 
fire fighters, postal workers, union 
tradesmen, city/state employees 
and teachers could raise families in 
faith-filled homes; and obtaining 
a college degree and purchasing 

a home was a realistic “dream.” 
This Charlestown no longer exists 
as the ever-shrinking middle-class 
struggles to make ends meet. Our 
children bear the burden of the 
housing costs associated with the 
“Charlestown 2030” vision and 
college graduates often carry tui-
tion debt that render home own-
ership here a “pipe” dream. As the 
“have and have-nots” gap widens, 
what of our senior citizens, hand-
icapped and special-needs neigh-
bors. They are an afterthought 
when new development proposals 
are brought forward and things 
that are taken for granted (such 
as postal services or affordable 
groceries) continue to fall by the 
wayside. 

Although I can’t help feeling like 
a bug that’s about to be squashed 
with the advent of the new con-
struction, I still love Charlestown. 
A multitude of “Townie” benevo-
lent organizations continue to be 
the lifeblood for so many of our 
citizenry and annual events such as 
Halloween at the Monument and 
the Bunker Hill Day parade are a 
source of great pride. Also, watch-
ing kids participate in the many 
youth athletic programs, being 
active in churches and ministries, 
and getting to know neighbors are 
part of the wonderful experiences 
my wife and seven children con-
tinue to relish. There truly is no 
place like Charlestown because it’s 
the people, not the buildings, that 
make it special. 

Kevin Kelly
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Elite
253 Main St. • Charlestown • 617-241-5566

www.c21elite.com
Sales • Rentals • Free Market Analysis

Certified Buyer Agents

BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE
Gould, Kevin 47 Harvard Street LLC 47 Harvard St #B303         $790,000
Mareedu, Ravi             Polk Street Development 30 Polk St #103            $700,000
Zottoli, Alice J Polk Street Development 30 Polk St #201           $277,100

R e a l  E s t a t e  Tr a n s f e r s

     Affordable Senior Housing 
Senior Living on Bellingham Hill 
100 Bellingham Street in Chelsea 

1-774-745-7446 
 

   Need a comfortable place to call home? 
   Studio and one-bedroom apartments for seniors aged 62 or above.  

   Certain income limits apply. Please call the number above for more information!                

Do you live in a community just north of Boston?              

     

                                If you need help getting dressed, grooming, bathing, or running errands,                                   
  our highly-qualified and trained team of Registered Nurses, Social Workers,                                       

                  Certified Nursing Assistants and Home Health Aides work with you to enhance  
                          your quality of life while allowing you to remain living independently. 

 

              Call RSSI In-Home Supportive Services 
                 Toll-Free at 1-888-333-2481 

                                                        Various payment options available.  Must be at least 18 years old. 

By Lauren Bennett

Many in Charlestown know 
Tom MacDonald as the director 
of Harvest on Vine food pantry, 
but when he’s not handing out 
food to the community, he’s writ-
ing crime novels. 

Growing up, MacDonald was 
not an aspiring writer. While in an 
MBA program at Boston College 
(after 15 years as a computer pro-
grammer), McDonald discovered 
that he had a talent for writing. 

So he enrolled in an MFA 
creative writing program at the 
University of Southern Maine, 
where he ventured into crime 
writing. He started experiment-
ing with different kinds of crime 
stories, and the Dermot Sparhawk 
series was born.

It all started with ‘The 
Charlestown Connection,’ the 
first in the series about a half 
Irish, half Native American young 
man who takes it upon himself 
to solve crimes while recovering 
from alcoholism. 

He did not intend for this to 
become a popular series, however. 
“I just wrote a novel with a pro-
tagonist—people liked it and I just 
kept going,” MacDonald said. He 
said people are drawn to the char-
acter of Dermot Sparhawk and 

he ended up turning into a serial 
character. 

Sparhawk’s adventures contin-
ue in ‘Beyond the Bridge,’ ‘The 
Revenge of Liam McGrew,’ and 
the most recent release, ‘Murder 
in the Charlestown Bricks,’ which 
became available Oct. 1.

This newest tale tells the story 
of Sparhawk’s quest to find out 
who murdered a woman who 
was like a second mother to him. 
She was killed in the Charlestown 
projects, and MacDonald said that 
Sparkhawk is “not quite as emo-
tionally balanced in approaching 
this one since he was so close to 
the woman.”

“He makes irrational decisions, 
does things that could land him 
in jail, and commits a few crimes 
on his own,” MacDonald added. 
“He really goes off on the edge 
and doesn’t exercise any time of 
rational logic.”

MacDonald said this novel 
took a couple of years to write—
usually he can finish one in six 
or seven months, but he said he’s 
been so busy with work that this 
one took a little bit longer.

Aside from his work at St. 
Mary-St. Catherine, MacDonald 
teaches writing at Boston College. 
In the fall, he teaches a writing 
composition class focused on cre-

ative wiring prompts, and in the 
spring, he teaches a class where 
the students develop their own 
blogs and write blog entries. 

MacDonald said he’s inspired 
by authors like Raymond 
Chandler, who he said was the 
“pioneer of the hard-boiled detec-
tive series,” as well as local writers 
like Robert Parker and George V. 
Higgins. 

He also brings his experience at 
Harvest on Vine into the fiction-
al stories, as Dermot Sparhawk 
works at the local Charlestown 
food pantry. “I didn’t think of 
[working at the food pantry] as 
part of a crime story,” he said, 
“but it’s a good part of the story.” 
He also consults his friend Dick 
Murphy, a lifelong Townie, about 
the authenticity of some of the 
events and ways the Charlestown 
characters behave in the novels. 

His Number One consultant, 
though, is his wife Maribeth 
McKenzie, who gets to read all of 
his drafts and “weed a lot of stuff 
out,” MacDonald said.

MacDonald said he’d like to 
tell young writers that if they have 
a story to tell, “write a ‘don’t look 
back draft’—just keep pushing 
ahead until you finish.” He said 
that there’s a “tremendous sense 
of satisfaction when you finish 

Harvest on Vine’s Tom MacDonald releases new Dermot Sparhawk novel
that draft; it’s usually terrible, but 
now you’ve got the blueprint for 
your writing.”

MacDonald held a book 
launching celebration at the Navy 
Yard Bistro on Oct. 28, where a 
crowd of Charlestown people, 

mystery writing fans, and friends 
and family gathered to celebrate 
another book. 

On Dec. 17 at 6:30 p.m., 
MacDonald will have signed 
books available at the Adams 
Street Library in Dorchester.

Sen. Sal DiDomenico recently joined with union gas workers and his col-
leagues in the Massachusetts Legislature at a State House rally in support 
of ending the National Grid lockout. This four-month lockout by National 
Grid has cost more than 1,200 union gas workers their jobs and has cost 
the state millions in lost tax revenue, as well as more than $13 million in 
unemployment benefits, according to a recent analysis by the Baker admin-
istration. 
At the rally, Sen. DiDomenico voiced his strong support for the gas work-
ers and urged a quick end to the lock out. “This National Grid lockout 
has gone on for far too long,” said DiDomenico. “It is critical that we put 
public safety first and it’s time that we get our union workers back on the 
job! I’m proud to stand with them today as they fight for their livelihoods 
and public safety for our communities!”

STANDING WITH GAS WORKERS

C H A R L E S T O W N  B E A T

POLICE/COMMUNITY MEETING: Meet the police & discuss public 
safety issues on the last Wednesday of every month at the police station, 
20 Vine Street, at 6:00 p.m., 2nd floor, community room.
POLICE RELATED INFO: Contact the District A-1 Community Service 
Office at 617-343-4627. 
REPORT DRUG DEALING: Contact the District A-1 Confidential Drug 
Line at 617-343-4879.
CHARLESTOWN POLICE STATION: Contact at 617-343-4888. 
RESERVE THE COMMUNITY ROOM: Contact Christine Vraibel at 
christine.vraibel@pd.boston.gov.

Larceny
10/16/18 – A victim on 

Rutherford Avenue reported 
unknown person(s) entered his 
home sometime between 8 a.m. 
and 2 p.m., and stole money and 
electronics. There were no signs 
of forced entry, and the matter is 
under investigation.

Drugs
10/18/18 - As a result of a 

drug investigation in the area of 

Chelsea Street, two individuals 
were placed under arrest charged 
with possession of Class B sub-
stance (cocaine).

Robbery – Bank
10/19/18 - Officers responded 

to Austin Street for a report of a 
bank robbery. As a result of the 
subsequent investigation, an indi-
vidual was placed under arrest, 
and will be charged accordingly.
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Investing in the Future
of  Young People in Charlestown

From summer jobs to youth programs, Massport is committed to helping young people in Charlestown secure a bright 
future. It’s part of our dual role as an economic engine for Massachusetts and a good neighbor to communities near Logan 
Airport and the Port of Boston.

Last summer, 20 Charlestown students gained valuable job skills – and a paycheck thanks to Massport’s Community Summer 
Jobs Program. Now in its 27th year, Massport funded jobs for Charlestown high school and college students at the Charlestown 
Boys & Girls Club, Charlestown Community Center, John F. Kennedy Family Service Center and the USS Constitution 
Museum. Charlestown students were among more than 350 students in the area to benefit from Massport’s summer jobs 
program.

Throughout the year, Massport has found other opportunities to invest in the future of young people in Charlestown 
including providing funding for the John F. Kennedy Family Service Center Head Start Program, Charlestown Cooperative 
Nursery School, Monument Square Neighborhood Association, and Community Boat Building.

Massport is honored to support the young people of Charlestown and all our neighboring communities.

Massport funded summer jobs for Charlestown students at the John F. Kennedy Family Service Center among other community organizations
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Townie SporTS

COLLEGE VOLLEYBALL
Worcester St. All American set-

ter Allie Nolan looks to wrap 
up her historic volleyball career 
on a high note as the top-seed-
ed Lancers set their sights on an 
NCAA tourney bid. It’s hard to 
wrap your head around what Allie 
has accomplished as her stats are 
truly staggering. She has totaled 
544 digs and an unfathomable 
2,773 assists.

CHARLESTOWN YOUTH 
BASKETBALL

Charlestown Youth Basketball 
registration is open for both play-
ers and coaches!  You can register 
online at http://charlestownyouth-
basketball.com/

The season runs from beginning 
of January to the end of March.  
Preliminary schedules are below.  
Age group is determined by your 
age on Sept. 1, 2018.

•Girls JV (age 7-9) - 4-6 weeks 
of skill development, 4-6 weeks 
of skills mixed with games/scrim-
mages.  Program typically runs 
on Monday and Thursday nights 

(6-7 p.m).
•Girls Varsity (ages 10-12) - 

practices typically on Tuesday 
nights with potential for group 
clinic/practices and games on 
Thursdays (6-7 p.m. or 7-8 p.m.).

•Boys JV (ages 7-9) - practices 
typically on Tuesday nights and 
games on Thursdays (6-7 p.m. or 
7-8 p.m).

•Boys Varsity (ages 10-12) - 
practices typically on Monday, 
Tuesday, or Wednesday with 
games on Thursdays (7-8 p.m. or 
8-9 p.m.).

THAT’S MY BOY!!!
So proud of my son, Conor 

Kelly, a National Honor Society 
student and two-year captain of 
the Pope John XXIII soccer team. 
The Tigers were eliminated in dou-
ble-overtime in the MIAA tourney 
for the second year in-a-row, this 
time a grueling 4-3 setback to 
Austin Prep. Next up, the “hoop” 
season and helping Coach Leo 
Boucher defend the Division 4 
State Title.

On a warm and beautiful Sunday Morning, Nov. 4, at the Charlestown High School Field, the first ever 
Charlestown men’s soccer team made history once again and were promoted to Division 5 in the Over The Hill 
Soccer League Over 40 age group. The team is made up of 95 percent Charlestown residents that coach many 
youth sports in town.
Charlestown FC beat the Canary Square Veterans of West Roxbury in a hard fought game with promotion on the 
line for both teams. Hats off to the CSV squad for a well-fought game until the last whistle. They were a worthy 
opponent.
With Division 5 already clinched, there are two more weeks of soccer for CFC. The playoffs are starting to 
become no less than the Division 6 overall Champion. First game is this coming Sunday, Nov. 11, at Charlestown 
High School. 
Charlestown Football Club would like to thank all the fans, the OTHSL League, and Monument Tavern, the team 
sponsor for a great season.

Alford Street Bridge 'change order' costs state, Boston millions
By Seth Daniel

The state Department of 
Transportation (MassDOT) and 
the City of Boston have revealed 
this week that the unexpected, 
extended construction on the 
Alford Street Bridge this fall was 
the result of an approval in 2012 
that allowed a less-stable bridge 
decking to be installed in place of 
more stable materials – materials 
that were called for in the original 
contract.

The story on the faulty decking 
was first reported by Channel 4’s 
I-Team last week, but the Patriot-
Bridge has been pursuing the story 
since last summer.

The issue percolated over the 
summer when the Independent 
learned that the Alford Street 
Drawbridge – on the Charlestown/
Everett line – was going to have 
to go under construction again. 
That came just a few years after 
a major construction re-build that 
lasted nearly four years. Very little 
was disclosed by state officials as 
to why the new bridge already 
needed major repairs, but sources 
had indicated last summer that the 
iron decking was already breaking 
down.

On Oct. 1, the state and City of 
Boston – who co-own the Bridge 
– began a lengthy, $15 million 
rebuild of the decking – a price tag 
on top of the already $50 million 
spent previously.

The project is supposed to last 
through April or May, 2019.

Already, though, it has drivers 
and residents bemoaning a situa-
tion that they believe should not 
be happening.

Daily gridlock due to perma-
nent lane closures routinely have 
traffic backed up through Sullivan 
Square, Rutherford Avenue, 
Lower Broadway Everett and into 
Sweetser Circle – compromising 
response times by both City’s pub-
lic safety agencies.

State Rep. Dan Ryan said he 
wants to focus on getting the roads 
and bridges on the corridor fixed 
after generations of neglect. While 
he doesn’t like to see the waste, he 
said he is not surprised.

“The important thing to focus 
on right now is getting these repairs 
done immediately and efficiently,” 
he said. “We’ll have plenty of time 
to sort out why certain decisions 
were made, but it shouldn’t come 
as a surprise. This stretch of road-
way has been shortchanged and 
ignored for generations. I’ve spent 
nearly 20 years just trying to get 
the powers that be to pay atten-
tion to us. These roads, bridges, 
and underpasses were only getting 
fixed because decades of neglect 
made them unusable. I hate to see 
wasted millions, but it does not 
surprise me. This is an unfortunate 
set-back, but at least we have peo-
ple finally paying attention to this 
area. Let’s use this opportunity to 

fix historic wrongs for the whole 
corridor.”

The City of Boston had no com-
ment on the matter after reviewing 
the situation.

In Everett, Fire Chief Tony 
Carli said the Department has to 
maintain quick response times to 
Lower Broadway due to the heavy 
industry that is there – such as 
Schnitzer Steel, DistriGas, Exxon 
and the Power Plant, as well as 
the residential neighborhood. In 
the days after the Oct. 1 beginning 
of the Bridge, he said it quickly 
became apparent something need-
ed to change.

“We started to see an increase 
in response times because of the 
traffic down to one lane,” he 
said. “We already knew that there 
would be things going on with 
the SPS and casino work, but the 
Alford Street Bridge made that 
the perfect storm, especially in the 
morning commutes.”

The Everett Fire Department 
has put an apparatus on Lower 
Broadway in a Fire Command 
Station over the last two weeks 
daily from 5:30 to 9 a.m. Carli 
said they have been very busy and 
have responded to several inci-
dents with good response times.

MassDOT, however, has 
refused to pay for the cost of 
that engine deployment. Instead, 
Encore Boston Harbor has agreed 
to pay for it, with Carli saying the 
casino is aware they are a cause for 

the traffic problems now too.
MassDOT told the Patriot 

Bridge that in 2012, MassDOT, 
the City of Boston and the 
Federal Highway Administration 
approved the contractor to use a 
riveted grid decking system. That 
was an alternate material, and 
not the material originally called 
for in the contract documents. 
The riveted system was, at the 
time, determined to be the most 
appropriate product available for 
the project. That riveted decking 
system was chosen over what 
many say is the more appropriate 
product, a welded grid deck. 

MassDOT stated that alterna-
tive materials are often approved 
for many reasons.

“Alternative products are com-
monly approved for construction 
projects based upon the latest 
models and versions of products 
and what is currently available 
in the market,” read their state-
ment.

The riveted decking was 
installed in 2014, but began fail-
ing in less than a year.

According to materials from 
MassDOT, after the bridge was 
turned over to the City of Boston, 
it began to break down in the 
inbound lane. Sources said that, 
likely, the team didn’t anticipate 
the speed and frequency of trucks 
from the Produce Center going 
over the Bridge to get to the 
highway. 

Last year, it was observed 

that a temporary fix was put 
in place when iron panels were 
welded over the riveted decking. 
However, that made the decking 
too heavy for the motors that 
operate the drawbridge – coming 
close to burning them out fre-
quently.

After back and forth between 
the state, City of Boston and the 
contractor, SPS New England, it 
was determined that all three par-
ties would share some portion of 
the additional $15-million cost to 
put on the more-stable decking.

“In an effort to settle the issue 
and provide a deficiency free grid 
deck, MassDOT directed SPS 
New England replace the rivet-
ed alternate with the contract 
specified welded grid deck,” read 
materials from MassDOT. “After 
evaluating the current market 
and the product options, the deci-
sion was made to install a welded 
grid decking system on the Alford 
Street Bridge through the ongoing 
repair work.”

SPS New England has been 
ordered to do the “extra work” 
on the Bridge through and Extra 
Work Order. The price tag is 
estimated at $15 million, but that 
could change. Right now, the 
City of Boston, MassDOT and 
SPS will split the costs, but nego-
tiations are still ongoing as to 
whom will pay what.

MassDOT indicated the bridge 
is safe for travel.
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Boston Water and  
Sewer Commission 

IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD  

CHARLESTOWN 
Golden Age Center · 382 Main Street 
Tuesdays 11 AM - 1 PM 
November 27 & December 17 

Come         
meet our 

team! 

Come meet with Boston Water and Sewer Commission  
staff in your neighborhood and learn why it’s important not to 
pour fats, oils or grease (FOG) down the sink or toilet. 
 
You can also pay your water bill with a check or money order, 
talk about billing or service problems, and more.  

 

Cool it! Can it! Trash it! 
Pour grease into a covered  

disposable container and put it 
into the trash. 

A GALA EVENT
The Charlestown Mothers 

Association (CMA) 
held its 20th annual gala on 
Saturday evening, Nov. 3, in 
Cambridge. The organization 
began in 1998 as a way for 
new mothers to connect, 
and has grown into a social 
organization with the goal 
of helping the community 
in Charlestown. More than 
1,500 families are part of the 
organization. 
PHOTOS BY KATY ROGERS

The board of directors:  Erin Davies, Shannon Fitzgerald, and Marcie Miller 
enjoyed their evening with the CMA. 

Ylan and Tim Pitta looked over the bids during the CMA Gala. 

Steve Joseph and David Parkinson attended the CMA Gala. 

Emile Baker, Jessica DeRoeve, Becky Adamonis, Debbie O’Shea, and 
Rebecca Eudy socialized at the CMA again.

Marcie and James Carmody. 

Gabriela Coletta and City Councilor 
Lydia Edwards.

Katie Darci and Abby Belge
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Items of Interest: Theodore Roszak (American 1907-1981) “Urban Abstraction 1927” mixed media on paper, 
28”H x 21 7/8”W. Oscar De La Renta 1967 clear plastic and rhinestone rain coat, Too Much to list!

Art: Victorian Beach Scene sign. Rouen, Magnolia sign. Elyse Lord, Eugene Jan Maes, William Sloan Harbor scene.
Jewelry: Tiffany necklace, David Yurman, Parenti, Art Deco diamond, sapphire & 14kt watch, collection of 

women’s & men’s watches. American, English & French gold coins, Too Much to list!
Furniture: Mid century handmade style chairs, cowhide modern chairs, French display cabinet, Inlay Italian 

chest. & more.
Collection of early 1900’s historical staffordshire plates, Royal Worcester, Meissen, John Bennett vase 

late 19th C., Roseville, Hampshire & more.

For Inquiries call Phyllis O’Leary at 617 734 3967
e-mail: orp3@comcast.net      cell: 617 285 7040

Oleary’s antiques auctiOn 
Sat. November 17, 2018

Masonic Lodge 1101 Highland Ave.
Rte 98/128 Exit 19B Needham, MA

Mass License #2514

Auction Preview: 
8:30a.m. - 11a.m.

Auction starts 
at 11:30a.m.

FOR PHOTOS PLEASE VISIT: www.olearyantiquesauctions.com

Happy Thanksgiving!

“����������
          “��� ���� ������� � ���� ���� �����
                        “���� �� ������ ��������

17� ���� ������        
(617)-334-7733 
�������������������������������

Treat yourself 
with an 

appointment.
Treat 

someone 
special

with a gift.

“��� ���� ������� ������� ��������� � ���� ���� ������ ��������

���� ���� ������� ����� �� ����������������������

CHARLESTOWN  HALLOWEEN  CELEBRATION: 33-YEAR  TRADITION  IN  THE  NEIGHBORHOOD

ALL DRESSED UP
The section of Charlestown 

around the Bunker Hill 
Monument and the Training 
Field were blocked to motor 
traffic to accommodate the 
33rd annual Charlestown 
Halloween Celebration. Music, 
spectacle, and fun abounded 
as neighbors transformed their 
homes into Halloween stops to 
delight trick-or-treaters leaving 
memories, as well as candy.

PHOTOS BY DEREK 
KOUYOUMJIAN

Houses were decorated with the Halloween spirit, including with "Alice in 
Wonderland" themed residence.

Neighborhood character Elaine 
McCarthy makes her rounds.

Lincoln Blume-Webb and Beckett 
Trethewey are hitting the streets.Brian, Jack, and Ashley Kelly — an “Incredible” family.

Peter Taylor as a non-descript 
mad grandpa scientist.

Layla Swanson (left) isn’t sure if she likes being among the ghosts ... whereas 
James Lister (above) ain’t afraid of no ghosts!
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250 WALTHAM ST., WEST NEWTON, MA 02465  |  617-630-2300

PRE-K – GRADE 9 OPEN HOUSE   
Sun., Nov. 4  |  1:00 – 3:00 PM

PRE-K – GRADE 1 ADMISSIONS EVENING*   
Thurs., Nov. 15  |  6:30 – 8:00 PM
*This program starts promptly at 6:30 PM.

PRE-K – GRADE 4 OPEN HOUSE   
Tues., Dec. 4  |  9:00 – 11:00 AM

Discover More  
at an Admissions Event

Skip the line by PRE-REGISTERING TODAY 
AT FESSENDEN.ORG/OH18 OR CALL 617-630-2300

250 WALTHAM ST., WEST NEWTON, MA 02465  |  617-630-2300

PRE-K – GRADE 9 OPEN HOUSE   
Sun., Nov. 4  |  1:00 – 3:00 PM

PRE-K – GRADE 1 ADMISSIONS EVENING*   
Thurs., Nov. 15  |  6:30 – 8:00 PM
*This program starts promptly at 6:30 PM.

PRE-K – GRADE 4 OPEN HOUSE   
Tues., Dec. 4  |  9:00 – 11:00 AM

Discover More  
at an Admissions Event

Skip the line by PRE-REGISTERING TODAY 
AT FESSENDEN.ORG/OH18 OR CALL 617-630-2300

CHARLESTOWN  HALLOWEEN  CELEBRATION: 33-YEAR  TRADITION  IN  THE  NEIGHBORHOOD

The Charlestown High School rock band provided music for the 
Halloween crowd.

Misty has her hands full trying to keep track of all these Pokemon charac-
ters.

Bobbie Lucchino and her grandson, Jackson.

Julie and Cheryl Norton celebrate 
Julie’s first Halloween with no kids 
to corral.

Halloween Chair Diane Valle surveys her Halloween vision with style.

Jim and John Apostolides.

Rylan and Ali Swanson.
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HARVEST ON VINE 
FOOD PANTRY

The Harvest on Vine Food 
Pantry is requesting boxes of 
cereal and small bags of white 
rice this week, but any dona-
tion on non-perishable foods that 
you could make would be greatly 
appreciated.

Donations can be dropped off 
at the Food Pantry at 49 Vine St. 
(Hayes Square), The Cooperative 
Bank at 201 Main St. and at the 
Parish Center on 46 Winthrop St. 
(across from the Training Field).  
Financial donations can be sent 
to: Harvest on Vine, Parish Center, 
46 Winthrop St., Charlestown, 
MA 02129. For more informa-
tion, call Tom MacDonald, direc-
tor, at 617-990-7314.

CHARLESTOWN 
LIONS CLUB 
COLLECTING FOR 
DISASTER RELIEF

The Charlestown Lions Club 
is collecting donations to go to 
disaster relief. The donations will 
be used to benefit those affected 
by the local gas explosions and 
recent hurricanes in the South.

ALL proceeds will be donated - 
there are no administrative  costs.

Checks may be made out to 
Charlestown Lions Club - LCIF 
and sent to:

P.O. Box 290474, Charlestown, 
MA 02129

If you have any questions, please 
email Moe Gillen Towniemoe@
aol.com.

MICRO HOCKEY     
IS BACK!

Charlestown Youth Hockey 
has opened registration for Micro 
Hockey, which is a Learn-to-Play 
Hockey program for boys and 
girls, 5 to 8 years of age, who 
have not yet played organized 
team hockey.  Only basic skat-
ing skills are necessary.  Younger 
players may qualify after a coach 
evaluation.  The program will run 
on Saturdays from 10 to 11:45 
a.m.  The first session will begin 
on November 10th and run until 
March 9.  Space is limited.  To reg-
ister or obtain the required equip-
ment list, go to WWW.CYHA.
COM and click on the MICRO 
HOCKEY tab.  Email questions 
to MICROHOCKEY@CYHA.
COM.    

FAMILY SUPPORT 
MEETINGS 

New family support group for 
people suffering from alcohol 
or other addictions is meeting 
Mondays at 7 p.m. at the First 
Church in Charlestown. For more 
information call Shawn 781-733-
1327.

LEARN TO SKATE! 
Charlestown’s Learn-to-Skate 

program begins Nov. 10 and runs 
to mid-March.  The program is 
on Saturdays from noon to 12:50 
p.m.  It is open for children ages 3 
and up.  The Charlestown Mothers 
Association is sponsoring two 
FREE trial introductions on Nov. 
10 and the 17.  On ice instruction 

will be staffed by Charlestown 
Youth Hockey volunteers.  For 
more information and to sign-
up, visit the Charlestown Youth 
Hockey website at WWW.CYHA.
COM and click on the Learn-to-
Skate tab.

CHARLESTOWN 
GIRL SCOUTING AT 
WARREN-PRESCOTT 
SCHOOL

The fourth-grade Junior Girls 
Scouts at the Warren-Prescott 
school only have five girls in 
their troop and are looking for 
more girls to join.  This troop 
only allows fourth-graders from 
Warren Prescott.  The Troop 
meets  at the Warren-Prescott 
School every other Thursday from 
5-6pm starting September 13.

CHARLESTOWN 
& BEYOND 
FEATURING HOUR 
LONG TRIBUTE TO 
CHARLESTOWN 
VETERANS

The next Charlestown & 
Beyond TV program on the Boston 
Neighborhood Network (BNN-
TV) will appear on Thursday, 
Nov. 1, at 6 p.m. with guest 
Charlestown historian Eddie Loan 
who will present a glimpse of 
military life during WWII through 
the eyes of a Charlestown enlisted 
man. The program will certainly 
captivate the viewers with Eddie’s 
intensive research and use of pho-
tos and objects to tell this true life 
story.

The show can be seen on BNN-
TV channel 9, RCN channel 15 
and Verizon channel 1961 and 
is repeated onThursday at 11:30 
p.m., Saturday at 9 am and 
Sunday at 5 p.m.  It can also be 
seen on Youtube at Charlestown 
and Beyond and Facebook at 
Charlestown & Beyond.

You can reach host Kathy 
“Cookie” Giordano at kathy.
gio46@gmail.com or 617-447-
1406 and leave a message with 
your name and phone number.

HARVEST FAIR AT ST. 
JOHN’S

On Saturday, Nov. 10, from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m., St. John’s Episcopal 
church will be holding it’s 179th 
annual Harvest Fair.  Well known 
for its delicious turkey dinner and 
homemade apple pies, the fair will 
have something for everyone!  Get 
the kids out of the house to enjoy 
the face painting, crafts, games, 
and toys!!   Start your holiday 
shopping early!!  There will be 
many gift baskets and silent auc-
tion items, including Bruins and 

Red Sox tickets, a craft beer basket 

and our designer clothing bou-

tique!!  As always, there will be 

delicious baked goods that you 

don’t want to miss!!

Come to the fair at St. John’s 

Episcopal Church, 27 Devens St., 

Charlestown.  

LIONS CLUB 
BREAKFAST TO BE 
HELD ON NOV. 11

The Charlestown Lions Club 

will again sponsor the Veterans’ 

breakfast on Nov. 11 at the Knights 

of Columbus Hall in Charlestown.   

The breakfast will be held from 

8:30 to 10:30 a.m. The cost is 

$6 per person.   Children under 

age 6 will be able to attend free 

of charge.   No reservations are 

necessary and tickets will be sold 

at the door.   Raffle tickets will also 

be sold for some interesting prizes.   

DOOR TO DOOR  

The Charlestown Patriot-Bridge  
is delivered door to door to over 

5,000 homes in Charlestown every 
Thursday morning.

Drop off news anytime at
Bunker Hill Florist

21 Main Street

News Items: 
email:

editor@charlestownbridge.com
call us at:

617-241-8500  
fax us at: 

617-241-8505
email us your ads at:

charlestownads@hotmail.com

Thank You
your friends at the

Charlestown Patriot-Bridge

Shawn Black Photograph

Geek For Hire

617-241-9664
617-515-2933

C  o  m  p  u  t  e  r    c  o  n  s  u  l  t  a  n  t    a  v  a  i  l  a  b  l  e    f  o  r    home or business. 

•  PC support & networking of all types with  
focus on secure Internet access (wired & wireless), 

•  broadband router & firewall technology, 
• virus detection/prevention,  
• spam control & data security/recovery.

ServiceS include:

Michael P. 
McCarthy 
Painting, Inc.

-Historic Restoration
-Plaster & Drywall Repair
-Wallpaper Removal

617-930-6650
www.mpmpainter.com

SERVICE DIRECTORY

Chimneys • Fireplaces 
Cellar Floors • Restoration
French Drains • Repointing

Free Estimates, Lic. & Ins.

Local References

Phil - 617-230-3490

Ryan 
Masonry

JOHN J. RECCA 
PAINTING

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com
781-241-2454

Licensed & insured 
Complete electrical services 
www.johnpmchughelectric.com
Jmchugh447@gmail.com 

CREATIVES
GATHER

essemartstudio.com

For  RecordFor  Record
•The Charlestown 

Neighborhood Council will have 

its monthly meeting on Thursday, 

Nov. 8, at 7 p.m. in the Knights of 

Columbus Hall, 545 Medford St.

•Boston City Council, 
Councilor Lydia Edwards will 
chair a meeting on an issue she 
brought to a hearing rega•rding 
speculation in the Boston housing 
market. The meeting is at 3 p.m., 
Nov. 8, in the Curley Room, City 
Hall.
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is Williams’ sister, recently told 
Charlestown Historical Society 
member Eddy Loan – who 
researched the story of William 
Tiernan. “We heard the presi-
dent say we were at war. Things 
were different after I heard the 
president. Everyone signed up.”

That included William 
Tiernan, the second generation 
in his Charlestown family to 
head off to fight a World War 
in Europe. He was among the 
approximately 5,100 men and 
women from Charlestown who 
went to war and are remem-
bered on Veterans Day, Nov. 
11. Of the men that served, 125 
would never return and two 
women did not return.

A MYSTERY PHOTO
In 1984, two Charlestown 

men stood on Main Street chat-
ting up one another as usual.

One of them was William 
Tiernan, the World War II 
veteran who had returned to 
Charlestown after the war and 
lived a quiet life driving a truck 
for the Revere Sugar plant off of 
Medford Street.

That morning he held a 
photo that was very important 
to him. It was a picture of he 
and his army buddies during 
World War II standing in front 
of a glider-type aircraft that was 
called the ‘Bunker Hill’ and had 
a Monument drawn next to 
those words. 

Tiernan gave the photo over 
to his friend Danny Lane on that 
day and asked him to take care 
of it and maybe try to fix some 
of its worn edges and creases. 
However, soon after, William 
Tiernan passed away.

Danny Lane kept the photo 
tucked away, and recently came 
across the 74-year-old snapshot 
and handed it over to Paul Lane 
and Eddy Loan of the Historical 
Society.

“He was keeping a promise 
to an old friend to take care of 
the photo, and he felt like the 
best way was to give it to the 
Historical Society for the muse-
um,” said Loan. “As Paul and I 
looked at the photo, what was 
instantly remarkable was that 
the three men in the photo stood 
in front of an aircraft named the 
‘Bunker Hill.’ There was even 
a small painted rendition of it 
on the side of the craft. Danny 
Lane knew very little about the 
old photo.”

The only clue were three 
names, including William 
Tiernan’s, and the date and 
place, ‘England – Thanksgiving 
1944.’

Loan set to work restoring 
the tattered photo, but a greater 

Mystery (from pg. 1)

mystery began to form around the 
‘Bunker Hill’ and the service of 
William Tiernan – a man and a 
family that few seemed to know in 
today’s Charlestown.

FINDING A CONNCTION
Loan said that as he looked at 

the photo over and over, he was 
drawn to find out the story behind 
it.

“I became more and more 
intrigued as to who William 
Tiernan was,” he said. “What was 
his story? Where had he been? 
What did he see in the war? I felt 
a bond and was convinced that I 
had to find the story behind the 
old photo. I felt like I had a puzzle 
board with only a few pieces.”

Loan had never heard of the 
Tiernan family, but he set to sur-
veying the Townie networks to see 
if anyone else knew of them. After 
finding an obituary for William’s 
sister, Anne, from 2014, he was 
able to ask around about Sally 
Klessens, who would have been 
William’s niece.

As luck would have it, Klessens 
had been a past president of 
the Charlestown Schoolgirls’ 
Association. And as even more 
luck would have it, her mother, 
Margaret, 94, was still alive and 
knew quite a bit about her brother, 
William.

After visiting with Margaret, 
and securing the help of history 
expert Billy Durette, Loan had 
begun to put together a lot about 
the mystery man.

William Tiernan had been a 
corporal in the U.S. Army Air 
Force on the 34th Troop Carrier 
Squadron, which included a rare 
glider unit. Research showed that 
the aircraft in the photo was a 
Waco-CG-4A glider plane, one 
of the first military stealth planes 
used in war. The planes were silent 
and very light, made of canvas and 
meant to glide behind enemy lines 
and crash land so that those inside 
could do reconnaissance. It was 
a dangerous job, naturally, and 
those inside had “no motor, no 
parachute and no second chance,” 
said Loan.

William had been a glid-
er mechanic who arrived at the 
Royal Air Force Base ‘Spanhoe’ 
in England on July 12, 1944, and 
he took part in to major glider 
operations – including Operation 
Market Garden in Sept. 1944 
that targeted German forces in 
the Netherlands. William’s unit 
helped get 900 gliders in the air, 
move operations to France and 
then soon across the Rhine River 
in Germany, capturing the town 
of Wesel.

AUSTIN STREET TO 
ENGLAND

Upon meeting Margaret, Loan 

said he was blown away by the 
information she remembered and 
holes in the story that she filled 
in – from William’s experience 
at an industrial canvas shop on 
Rutherford Avenue before the war 
to the fact that he might have actu-
ally flown the gliders while also 
fixing them.

“William’s sister, Margaret, was 
an amazing woman,” said Loan. 
“She was actually also a veteran 
of World War II, serving in the 
Women’s Army Corps. She was 
able to walk us back through the 
past as if she could see it, from the 
day in their living room on Austin 
Street to the days before and after 
the war.”

Margaret shared that behind 
their home on Austin Street was 
the old State Prison, and beyond 
that was a lot of industry on 
Rutherford Avenue. In the area 
where Mishawum is today, 
William befriended a man who 
operated Breen’s Canvas Company 
and he started to work at the shop. 
It was likely there, they surmised, 
that William Tiernan learned the 
skills that he put to use on the 
canvas gliders in Europe during 
World War II.

“It was another magic moment 
in this story,” said Loan. “When 
war broke out, he had the trade 
of working with canvas from the 
shop in Charlestown. It’s quite 
likely that he ended up in the glider 
unit because of that skill. He knew 
how to sew canvas, how to work 
with it and how to stretch it to fit 
over metal truck frames.”

Margaret said her broth-
er returned to Charlestown in 
October 1945 after the war, and 
like many others, didn’t speak 
much about what he did.

“He just didn’t talk much about 
it,” she said. “I don’t really know, 
but I wouldn’t be surprised if he 
did fly those gliders too.”

A PHOTO EXPLAINED, A 
PROMISE KEPT

The only thing left to clue the 
present into William Tiernan’s sac-
rificial service in the past to his 
country is that one small photo.

Now repaired fully by Loan and 
ready to be presented to the muse-
um, the photo has been explained 
to a great extent.

It’s a story that has parallels all 
over the Town, as so many men 
and women from here have served 
their country in wars like World 
War II. Many families lost multiple 
members of their families. Four 
Charlestown families had seven 
sons serving in the war at the same 
time.

“I’m glad we have solved the 
mystery of who William Tiernan 
was and what he did to serve 
our country,” said Loan. “It’s very 

appropriate that we now have 
those answers in time for Veterans 
Day and I hope we can all use his 
story as an inspiration to honor 
and remember the veterans who 
have served this country and this 
community.”

Special thanks for this story 
goes to Bill Durette and Donna 
Burke for their help in piecing 
things together.

Cpl. William Tiernan of Charlestown (center) at Spanhoe, England with two 
buddies on Thanksgiving Day, 1944. Providing the backdrop is a Waco glid-
er that Tiernan likely named for his hometown – dubbed the ‘Bunker Hill.’ 
Those who flew in the gliders had no motors, no parachutes and no second 
chance. The photo was the subject of a recent research project by Eddy Loan 
and members of the Charlestown Historical Society.

CHARLESTOWN 
GYM HOCKEY

Weekly Standings  
November 3, 2018

              
                                   W L  T
Bryan’s Pals 4  0  2
MPTA            4  1 1
A/1 Zume’s     1  4 1
Duce 2            1   5 0

 Players of the week for 10/3/18
A-1/Zume’s - Johnathan Cannizzaro,  Braydon Reeder
Bryan’s Pals - Noah Mangrum,  August Adamonis
Duce 2 - Blake Forish,   Declan Melendy 
MPTA - Andrew H.,  Emmett P.,  Jack M.,  Owen D.
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CHARLESTOWN GIRLS' SOFTBALL LEAGUE AWARDS NIGHT

STARS     DIAMONDON
THE

The 8 and under players.

The 10 and under Spring and Summer players.

The 12 and under Spring and Summer players.

Charlestown Softball Coach 
alum Kendall Austin is given a 
plaque of appreciation by League 
Commissioner Jack Schievink 
on behalf of the League. Austin 
spoke to the gathered softball 
athletes about what it meant to 
be a coach in the League. She also 
reminisced about how playing and 
coaching softball brought “trans-
formative moments that make the 
women who they will be.”

The 18 and under Team Special Award winners:  Megan Lotti for 
Sportsmanship, Leanna Evans for Most Improved, Rebecca Donovan for 
Unsung Hero, and Felicia Burgos for MVP.

Girls who played three seasons of softball – spring, summer and fall.

The Charlestown Girls’ Softball league had its annual awards night to recognize the efforts 
of the girls who’ve worked very hard in the Spring, Summer, and Fall leagues. Former 
coach Kendall Austin appeared as the keynote speaker and was honored by the League for 
her contributions. The softball league not only teaches sports, but also gives the girls of 
Charlestown a path to self-esteem, discipline, and teamwork.
PHOTOS BY DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN

CUSH DEPRADINE
Boston Green Academy 

Basketball

SCHOLAR ATHLETE OF THE MONTH

Scholar Athletes, established in 2009, supports academic achievement through 
athletics. Our Zones, located in 19 Boston High Schools, are where our Scholar 

Athletes of the Month are coached, tutored, and advised. We are proud to serve 
more than 5,000 students in Boston, Springfield, and Everett.

WWW.WEARESCHOLARATHLETES.ORG
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ElEction (continued from pg. 1)

Girls who played three seasons of softball – spring, summer and fall.

The Harvest on Vine Food Pantry, sponsored by St. Mary-St. Catherine of Siena Parish, is gearing up for this year’s 
distribution of 700 Thanksgiving Day Dinners to take place on Tuesday, November 20th at 2 pm. Each dinner will 
include a ready to be cooked complete dinner of a family size turkey and fresh vegetables, with dinner rolls and an 
apple pie for desert.  Volunteers are welcome and needed.Registration to receive a dinner will take place from noon 
to 5 pm on Tuesday, November 13th through Friday, November 16th at the Harvest on Vine office, 49 Vine St. in 
the basement of the Rectory.Each dinner will cost $35. Donations of any size will be greatly appreciated.  Send them 
to: Harvest on Vine, Parish Center, 46 Winthrop St., Charlestown, MA 02129 and make checks payable to Harvest 
on Vine.  For more information contact Ton MacDonald, director, at 617-990-7314.
Shown above are volunteers at last year's event.

 

Saint John’s 

Come to the Fair! 
Face Painting, Crafts, Toys, Food 
Truck, Gift Baskets (Bruins Tix) 
Designer Boutique, Baked Goods & 
More! Saturday, Nov. 10, 

10 am to 2 pm  
 
Turkey Dinner! 12–2 pm 

GEARING UP FOR THANKSGIVING FOOD DISTRIBUTION

    As a Lions Club Member:
You’ll join a local group of service-minded men and 

women who volunteer to support the community every day. 
You’ll also become a member of Lions Clubs International – 

a respected international organization, a leader in your 
local community, and a friend to people in need.

To join the Charlestown Lions Club contact:
Moe Gillen towniemoe@aol.com or 

Rosemary Kverek rkverek@verizon.net 
All Are Welcomed!

Join your Local Lions Club 
TODAY

And HELP make a DIFFERENCE 
in your community

Statewide, Gov. Baker got 67 
percent of the vote to Gonzalez’s 
33 percent, and it was similar in 
Charlestown.

Here, Baker got 5,574 votes to 
Gonzalez’s 2,624. Baker won all 
seven Charlestown precincts, and 
none of the precincts were even 
competitive. It was a Town-wide 
blowout.

During his victory party at the 
Hynes Convention Center in the 
Back Bay, he said his administra-
tion will continue to build bi-par-
tisan relationships to tackle the 
tough issues.

“The people of Massachusetts 
elected us four years ago to bring 
fiscal discipline, a reform mind-
ed approach to governing, and 
a commitment to bipartisanship 

to state government,” he said. 
“We have done just that. Every 
single day. And today, the vot-
ers have spoken. They like what 
we are doing and they appreciate 
the way we work. So here’s the 
good news. That collaborative, 
purposeful and humble approach 
to governing is exactly what you 
are going to get from us and from 
our team for the next four years. 
Non-stop. Let’s rock.”

•The biggest draw at the polls 
in Charlestown, however, was 
not the governor, but actually 
Question 1 concerning mandat-
ed nurse staffing ratios. In what 
had been an expensive and con-
fusing campaign for voters, the 
Question was defeated easily in 
Charlestown, the City and state-

wide.
More than 8,000 votes were 

cast in Charlestown on Question 
1, and the ‘no’ vote prevailed 3-to-
1 among the electorate.

The ‘yes’ vote garnered 2,140 
votes to the ‘no’ vote’s 6,056. 
Citywide, the ‘no’ vote got 64 per-
cent to the ‘yes’ vote’s 36 percent.

•For District Attorney, Rachael 
Rollins won big citywide and in 
Charlestown over Mike Maloney. 
Rollins had been a controversial 
candidate in submitting a “list” of 
crimes she would decline to pros-
ecute during the campaign last 
summer. That “list” had gotten a 
lot of attention after the September 
primary victory, and she has spent 
most of the last month explaining 
the plan – which would essential-

ly divert resources from smaller, 
quality-of-life crimes to investigate 
larger crimes like homicide, rape 
and aggravate assaults.

In Charlestown, Rollins got 
5,489 votes to Maloney’s 1,935.

On Tuesday night, Rollins’ said 
her election reflects a widespread 
demand for change in a criminal 
justice system that for too long 
has not worked fairly for every-
one. Rollins has promised to bring 
new solutions to the office that 
will break down wealth and racial 
disparities, keep communities safe 
and treat all people with dignity 
and respect.

“I am humbled by the trust the 
voters have placed in me to serve 
as Suffolk County’s next District 
Attorney,” said Rollins. “I am 
beyond grateful for the hard work 
of our volunteers and the support 
of our community over the last 
nine months since we launched 
this campaign. Voters sent a very 

clear signal today that our crimi-
nal justice system is not working 
for too many people and it’s time 
for a change. We will start by 
creating an office that adequately 
reflects the communities it serves 
and that is engaged with every 
neighborhood within the coun-
ty. Then together we’ll make our 
criminal justice system better and 
work to strengthen relationships 
between communities and law 
enforcement.”

• Two of Charlestown’s state 
elected officials, State Rep. Dan 
Ryan and Sen. Sal DiDomenico 
were unopposed, but prevailed 
with a good vote Tuesday.

Ryan got 6,793 votes in his 
unopposed race (Boston only), and 
DiDomenico (for Boston only) got 
12,549 votes. DiDomenico also 
represents parts of Cambridge, 
Allston and all of Everett and 
Chelsea.Charlestown Totals

Governor and Question 1

Baker/Polito 5,574
Gonzalez/Palfrey 2,624

Q1 Yes 2,140
Q1 No 6,056

2-1 – (Zelma Lacey House)
Baker/Polito 1,015
Gonzalez/Palfrey 381

Q1 Yes 343
Q1 No 1,066

2-2 (Harvard-Kent School)
Baker/Polito 957
Gonzalez/Palfrey 590

Q1 Yes 418
Q1 No 1,107

2-3 (Zelma Lacey House)
Baker/Polito 728
Gonzalez/Palfrey 288

Q1 Yes 199
Q1 No 821

2-4 (Harvard-Kent School)
Baker/Polito  568
Gonzalez/Palfrey 297

Q1 Yes 217
Q1 No 641

2-5 (Edwards Middle School)
Baker/Polito 764

Gonzalez/Palfrey 316

Q1 Yes 270
Q1 No 811

2-6 (Edwards Middle School)
Baker/Polito 868
Gonzalez/Palfrey 373

Q1 Yes 366
Q1 No 888

2-7 (Golden Age Center)
Baker/Polito 674
Gonzalez/Palfrey 379

Q1 Yes 327
Q1 No 722

Charlestown Ward and Precincts
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PLEASE RECYCLE

• 123 
APTS. FOR RENT

• 137 
OFFICE/ 
COMM’L

RENTALS
REVERE: Off Broad-
way. Professional 
office space. On public 
transportation. Call for 
details. 978-590-8810

REVERE  - North Gate 
Area 2BR.apt, new 
kitchen cabinets HW 
Floors fenced yard, 
$1650 first+ security, 
no utilities Washer/
dryer hookup
No smoking, no pets. 
781-264-0404
11/8
-------------
WEST REVERE 1 
bedroom apartment, 
no smoking, no 
pets,$1300 first and 
last 781-289-1016. 
11/8
----------------

REVERE - Available 
November 1st/Decem-
ber 1. Nicely furnished, 
quiet room. 5 minute 
walk to bus and Beach-
mont T. AC and laundry 
in building. $735 per 
month 781-485-8868
11/10

FURNISHED 
ROOM 

FOR RENT

EVERETT - 1st fl, large 
5rm/1+BR, HW firs, 
laundry in unit, yard, 
off st. pkg., nr T & 
Shopping, No smoking/
pets, $1750 mon. Refs 
req’d 857-888-6437
-----------------
WINTHROP Fort Heath 
Apartments, one bed-
room, on site parking, 
pool, exercise room, 
billiard room, sun deck, 
ht/hw included. Pets no, 
smoking no. $1700. Call 
617-846-7300. 
11/8.

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Division
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR
CHANGE OF NAME
Docket No.
SU18C0555CA
In the matter of:
Kelly Marie Davin
To all persons interested in 
petition described:
A Petition to Change Name 
of Adult has been filed 
by Kelly Marie Davin of 
Charlestown, MA requesting 
that the court enter a 
Decree changing their 
name to:
Kelly Davin Hart
Any person may appear for 
purposes of objecting to the 
petition by filing an appear-
ance at: Suffolk Probate and 
Family Court before 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
11/22/2018. This is NOT a 
hearing date, but a deadline 
by which  you must file a 
written appearance if you 
object to this proceeding.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 

Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: October 29, 2018
Felix D. Arroyo,
Register of Probate

11/8/18
Charlestown

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

CITATION
G.L. c. 210,
§ 6
Suffolk Division
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
Docket No.
SU18A0067AD
In the matter of:
Adira Ivy Cruz
To: 
any unnamed or unknown 
parent and persons 
interested in a petition for 
the adoption of said child 
and to the Department of 
Children and Families of 
said Commonwealth.
A petition has been present-
ed to said court by: Jackie 
Lea Hill of Charlestown, MA 
and Matthew John Rita of 
Charlestown, MA requesting 
for leave to adopt said child 

and that the name of the 
child be changed to Carmen 
Veronica Rita.
If you object to this adop-
tion you are entitled to the 
appointment of an attorney 
if you are an indigent 
person.
An indigent person is 
defined by SJC Rule 3:10. 
The definition includes but 
is not limited to persons 
receiving TAFDC, EACDC, 
poverty related veteran's 
benefits, Medicaid, and SSI. 
The Court will determine if 
you are indigent. Contact 
an Assistance Judicial Case 
Manager or Adoption Clerk 
of the Court on or before 
the date listed below to 
obtain the necessary forms.
IF YOU DESIRE TO OBJECT 
THERETO, YOU OR YOUR 
ATTORNEY MUST FILE A 
WRITTEN APPEARANCE IN 
SAID COURT AT: BOSTON ON 
OR BEFORE TEN O'CLOCK IN 
THE MORNING (10:00 A.M.) 
ON: 12/27/2018.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: October 26, 2018
Felix D. Arroyo,
Register of Probate

11/1/18, 11/8/18, 
11/15/18

Charlestown

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

By Seth Daniel

The Mystic River Watershed 
Association (MyRWA) held a boat 
tour of the Mystic River water-
front recently to highlight the vul-
nerability of many of the proper-
ties, but also to get a view of what 
kinds of opportunities exist for 
the forgotten shorelines in Everett, 
Charlestown and Chelsea.

The boat tour took off from the 
Charlestown Navy Yard late last 
month with several residents, busi-
ness leaders and even Department 
of Conservation and Recreation 
(DCR) representatives.

The idea was to get a view from 
the water of sites that are typically 
inaccessible – looking at how they 
are vulnerable to sea level rise.

“The reason we held this 
boat tour was because we want-
ed to highlight the vulnerabili-

ty to sea level rise – the impact 
it would have on commerce and 
also vulnerable populations,” said 
MyRWA Director Pat Herron. “At 
the same time, we wanted to high-
light the great opportunities that 
are already there like the Mary 
O’Malley Park in Chelsea. We’d 
really like to see more develop-
ment along the River in capacity, 
and green space activation. The 
River also presents a great oppor-
tunity for transit as well, which we 
also wanted to highlight.”

The MyRWA has been active 
in Everett and Chelsea for some 
time, but last summer launched a 
momentum-grabbing campaign in 
Charlestown to highlight opportu-
nities for the Mystic River water-
front.

For all three, Amber 
Christoffersen said there is a great 
opportunity on the Mystic to 

combine coastal resiliency with 
open space and public access. 
That idea is something MyRWA 
and Greenovate Boston have been 
tag-teaming on, and something 
that was just part of an award 
from the Bloomberg Foundation.

“These are really ideas that 
reinforce one another with shared 
goals, creating a greenway that 
also serves to help with climate 
resiliency,” she said. “At Mary 
O’Malley in Chelsea, it serves to 
protect assets further up the hill.”

She said there are great exam-
ples all across the Lower Mystic, 
but they are in spurts and likely 
something that should be repeated 
elsewhere.

“In Charlestown, there is the 
Schrafft’s Center within the DPA 
and strong move to expand and 

Mystic Boat Tour highlights possibilities for the waterfront

A harbor seal sunbathed on a buoy alongside the shore.

Photos by Katy Rogers

Director Patrick Herron and Amber Christoffersen of the Mystic River 
Watershed Association boarded a water taxi in Charlestown for a view of 
the shoreline communities.

The Mystic River Watershed Association traveled beneath the Tobin 
Bridge.

(Boat tour Pg. 15)
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Boat tour  (continued from pg. 14)

Edwards MiddlE  (continued from pg. 1)

push the DPA out,” she said. 
“There are three parcels that 
are ready for development that 
could incorporate berms, paths 
and docks. The casino is a good 
example of elevating its shoreline 
and utilizing a living shoreline 
and creating a six-acre park in 
front of its building. The Draw 
7 Park in Somerville is another 
example of this.”

Another area they highlight-
ed was the Island End River in 
Everett and Chelsea. 

“It already has a tremendous 
vulnerability to coastal storm 
surges and future conditions,” 
said Herron. “It has a really 
important role in the distribution 
of food with the Produce Market 
and I think it falls on us to fig-
ure out how to do Island End 
River right. In a perfect world, I 
think it should be a combination 
of green and grey solutions that 

make everyone proud.”
Christofferson and Herron 

said they are planning on a next 

The tour traveled alongside Charlestown, giving riders a different perspective of the Monument.

We will have a conversation about 
the K-8 pathways, the Edwards, 
and the Harvard-Kent and Warrant 
Prescott in the spring. A potential 
solution is with the Edwards and 
the Harvard-Kent, which is the only 
non-K-8 school in Charlestown 
and the North End. We want to 
have conversations about K-8 and 
K-6 with the Harvard-Kent. In this 
neighborhood, we’re not looking 
at new construction particularly, 
but reconfiguring purposes for 
buildings…In Charlestown and the 
North End, there are strong K-8s. 
We’re not looking to roll that back, 
but create cleaner pathways.”

The idea of BuildBPS is to clean 
up the pathways for students and 
families by building new build-
ings, repurposing other buildings 
like the Edwards, reconfiguring 
existing programs and putting in a 
regular maintenance schedule for 
existing facilities. Mayor Martin 
Walsh has promised $1 billion will 
be made available to the schools 
over the next 10 years, with about 
three-fourths of that coming from 
the City and one-quarter from the 
state. It would be the first large 
investment in school facilities in 

Boston over the last 50 years, and 
plans for spending that money are 
now being pounded out in meet-
ings such as last Friday’s.

Perille said the majority of the 
money is going to be spent on the 
other side of the City, in areas like 
Dorchester, Roxbury, Mattapan, 
Hyde Park and West Roxbury. 
Those areas are already over-
loaded with students, and many 
cannot find seats there now. She 
said they have identified nine sites 
citywide – most in the south of the 
city – and plan to build five new 
buildings.

At least one of those buildings 
would be in East Boston, which 
will shift usage and help reduce 
the student population from 
Eastie migrating to the Edwards. 
Most of the Edwards students, 
they said, are from East Boston 
and other parts of the city. They 
come, Kudor said, because they 
often cannot find seats in their 
own neighborhood.

That parallels with the dis-
trict’s new vision to eliminate 
free-standing middle schools like 
the Edwards. Perille said in 2009, 
Boston had 16 stand-alone middle 

schools, but because of the rise of 
the K-8 model, there are now only 
five. The move to K-8s, such as 
at the Eliot School or the Warren 
Prescott, have dried up enrollment 
in middle schools.

Also, to make things easier for 
parents, the idea would be to have 
one transition for families. To do 
that, the district would migrate 
to K-8s, such as at the Warren 
Prescott and the Eliot School, or 
to K-6s. That would allow stu-
dents to transition to a 7-12 high 
school or a 9-12 high school.

The Edwards, many hope, 
would be able to serve as expansion 
room for the Harvard-Kent, or per-
haps the Warren Prescott. Already, 
the Eliot School – which has more 
than 200 Charlestown students – is 
wrapping up a new construction 
project in the North End that will 
enhance availability here.

The possibilities vary greatly 
right now, but the general idea is 
now being put out to the public.

“We’re going to start that con-
versation this spring,” said Kudor. 
“It’s not going to be seven years 
before we start that conversation.”

However, before anything 

is implemented or the Edwards 
Middle School is phased out, it 
could be several years depending 
on how fast things move in Eastie.

At the same time as that big 
announcement came, parents 
from the Harvard-Kent were on 
hand in large numbers to demand 
that BPS move quick on a recent 
request to expand the K-5 to a 
K-6. The Harvard-Kent applied to 
BPS last month for an expansion 
to add a sixth grade.

Parents explained that having 
the missing grade complicates 
things for them, making them have 
to search for a school that will 
allow their child to attend one year 
of sixth grade before moving again.

“Adding a sixth grade to the 
Harvard Kent is a quick move,” 
said Becky Adamonis, who has 
two sons at the Harbard-Kent. 
“You’ll help 90 kids stay in a safe 
environment where they excel…
It helps keep parents in that there 
would be a cleaner transition to 
middle school. I urge you to up 
the conversation so it goes quick-
er. My experience with BPS is 
that who is the loudest gets what 
they want…There are 90 kids that 

need to stay in that school. Saying 
it’s two or three years away is 
not ok. I might not be the loud-
est parent, but I will be the most 
persistent.”

Added parent Emily Wiemers, 
“Making them switch in 
fifth grade is a really big deal. 
Sometimes there are special cir-
cumstances when you just get to 
help some kids and I think this is 
one of them.”

Kudor said he knows things 
need to move quicker, but he also 
said they have to be careful they 
don’t make more mistakes in try-
ing to fix one issue.

“It’s not going to happen in 
September 2019, no,” he said. 
“There is just no way we can 
move that fast. That is our ongo-
ing challenge. It doesn’t mean we 
can’t be in dialog to talk about 
how things can happen quicker.”

The BuildBPS effort is just now 
underway and scores of meetings 
will also take place in other parts 
of the city. The public is encour-
aged to look at the full plans 
on BuildBPS.org. Planning efforts 
will continue for the next several 
months.

By Seth Daniel

In a resolute vote, the Zoning 
Commission on Wednesday morn-
ing, Nov. 7, voted to approve a 
controversial text amendment that 
would allow building heights at 
Hood Park to more than double.

The Commission voted 7-1 to 
approve the amendment, which 
is very limited in scope and only 
affects the portion of Hood Park 
closest to the highway. It also 

affects a few other properties, 
including Casella Waste, part of the 
school bus yard and some proper-
ties, under the highway. It does not 
affect any properties on the other 
side of Rutherford Avenue.

The amendment would 
allow buildings in a Planned 
Development Area to go up by 
160 feet above current limits – 
reaching a maximum height of 
275 feet. That would only be 
allowed in the half of Hood Park 

closest to the highway.
No habitable floor could be 

higher than 250 feet.
Areas closest to Rutherford 

Avenue and Cambridge Street do 
not change, and remain at a max-
imum height of 75 feet.

Councilor Lydia Edwards did 
submit testimony that said she 
could not support the text amend-
ment, but that didn’t seem to sway 
the vote.

“Unfortunately, I cannot sup-

port the amendment as filed,” she 
wrote. “A substantial number of 
stakeholders contacting my office 
have coalesced around a height 
of 230 feet. This would represent 
a doubling of the current zoning 
limits on height in the area. The 
proposed amendment goes further 
and would increase the height 
limit by 2.4 times. I believe in 
increasing density and opportu-
nity for commercial development, 
but I am not confident the present 

amendment is fully in alignment 
with the community’s goals.”

Last spring, a group of resi-
dents with Edwards attending a 
Zoning Commission hearing and 
were able to defeat a text amend-
ment that would allow unlimited 
heights in the same area. The 
Zoning Commission sent that 
request back asking for specifics. 

The amendment approved 
Wednesday was the second form 
of that plan.

stop of addressing issues at the 
Amelia Earhart Dam, which affects 
Everett, Charlestown and Chelsea. 

Herron said they hope to convince 
the DCR to use Environmental 
Bond Bill money to install a new, 

fourth pump at the Dam.
For Charlestown, Christoffersen 

said they planned to have their 
next public meeting for their effort 
there in January.

She said they will follow up on 
their open house from last summer 
and focus on issues like the Little 
Mystic Channel, the space under 
the Mystic/Tobin Bridge, MassPort 
Development and having a linear 
corridor park near Medford Street.

Call the Police 
Department 

at 617-343-4627 
for a free 

security check of 
your home.

Zoning Commission approves amendment to increase height at Hood
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$500,000. Terms up to 60 months have a rate of 5.75%; up to 36 months a rate of 5.50%; up to 12 months a rate of 5.25%. SBB-0070i Rev. 10/18
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Small Business Line of Credit

For the first year
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Small Business Term Loan 
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Small Business—big opportunity
let’s get you started.
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