
Staff Report

Even though the official start of 
spring doesn’t arrive for another 
two weeks, it’s already time for 
parents to look past the current 
school year and begin considering 
summer alternatives for their chil-
dren. Boston-area kids can choose 
from a range of different offerings 

this year, but enrollment for these 
unique programs is limited.

Registration is now open for the 
Advent School’s Explore Design 
at Advent, its vibrant STEM pro-
gram for kids aged 5-12.

Design at Advent is based out 
of 99 West Cedar St. on Beacon 
Hill. 

Session 1 focuses on ‘Theater 
Engineering ‘and runs from June 
16 to June 27. Session 2, which 
explores ‘Urban Agriculture,’ runs 
from July 7 through July 18. Ses-
sion 3, called the ‘Cardboard Car-
nival,’ runs from July 21 through 
Aug. 1.

“What makes The Advent 
School’s summer program so spe-
cial is that we utilize Greater Bos-
ton as an outdoor classroom, vis-
iting iconic places such as The USS 

Constitution, City Hall, George’s 
Island, and the Puppet Library,” 
said Advent’s Director of Enrich-
ment Stephanie Foland. “We also 
invite guest presenters -- artists, 
landscape architects, and more -- 
so kids can see what it’s really like 
to work in these fields.”

Also, ‘Hiking Adventures,’ 
in partnership with Guineafowl 
Adventure Company, offers  kids 
on a variety of day hikes to the 
mountains, hills, and waters of 
Massachusetts and southern New 
Hampshire. ‘Art on the Trails,’ 
also offered in partnership with 
Guineafow, is a two-week pro-
gram that runs from July 7-18. 
Kids will take day hikes in Mas-
sachusetts and Southern Hamp-

Special to the Regional Review

Boston City Councilor Gabri-
ela Coletta Zapata (District 1) 
proposed a home rule petition to 
modernize and reform the Zoning 
Board of Appeal (ZBA) in Boston. 
This legislation aims to improve 
transparency, representation, and 
accountability within the board, 
ensuring a fairer and more acces-
sible zoning appeals process for 
all residents. A new key provision 
of the proposal embeds stronger 
Council oversight of the indepen-
dent board, requiring members to 
provide justification for variances 
granted in deviation from hardship 
standards. Additionally, the pro-
posal seeks to expand the board by 

adding environmental protection 
and civil rights expertise as well as 
representation from both a home-
owner and a renter.

“The Zoning Board of Appeal 
(ZBA) plays a critical role in shap-
ing the character and development 
of our communities, influencing 
how our neighborhoods evolve. By 
enacting these reforms, we are cre-
ating necessary Council oversight 
of a zoning appeal process that 
ensures all Boston residents have 
a voice in shaping their commu-
nities and zoning decisions reflect 
the diverse needs and interests of 
the people who call Boston home,” 
said Councilor Coletta Zapata. 

By Michael Coughlin Jr. 

Last week, another meeting 
was held regarding the disposi-
tion process for redeveloping the 
Chain Forge building, also known 
as Building 105, in the Charles-
town Navy Yard. 

The Chain Forge building, 
which opened in 1904 and was 
used to make chains for the United 
States Navy through World War 
II before it was transferred to the 
Boston Redevelopment Authority 
in 1975, has been undergoing a 
new process to redevelop the land. 

This new process began months 
after the Boston Planning & 
Development Agency announced 
in January 2024 that a developer 
who planned to build a hotel and 
other amenities on the site had 

defaulted on its ground lease. 
Specifically, the site is under-

going a disposition process that 
involves developing and eventual-
ly releasing a request for proposals 
(RFP). Following the release of an 
RFP, developers can submit their 
proposals, which the Planning 
Department and community then 
evaluate to determine the best fit. 

Two previous meetings, in Sep-
tember and October, respective-
ly, were held during this process. 
These meetings focused on site 
analysis, site challenges like envi-
ronmental remediation, develop-
ment objectives created with the 
help of community feedback, and 
more. 

Both of these meetings were 
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Shown are members of the NEMPAC Summer Theater program at the Charlestown Working Theater.
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WHY CHARLESTOWN 
DESERVES A        
FIELD HOUSE

To the Editor,
This time last year, I attended 

the Boston Youth Soccer Summit 
hosted by Soccer Unity Project. 
The theme was Building Toward 
2026 and Beyond: How to Elevate 
Play and Access for Youth Soccer 
in Boston. On a panel with Jenni-
fer Epstein, Managing Partner of 
BOS Nation FC, and Brian Bilel-
lo, President of the New England 
Revolution, the question was 
posed: What does success look like 
after the 2026 World Cup?

Mr. Bilello’s answer was simple: 
We’ll know we’ve succeeded when 
a kid from Boston makes a nation-
al team.

Don’t be surprised if that kid 
comes from Charlestown.

Charlestown is known as a 
hockey town, with a legacy of pro-
ducing top-tier players. You could 
argue we’re a basketball town too, 
with Charlestown High School 
thriving and Charlestown Youth 
Basketball as the fastest-growing 
program. But really, Charlestown 
is a sports town. Our fields, courts, 
and rinks are our “third plac-
es”—where we gather, compete, 
and grow, often rushing from one 
practice to the next, all within our 
one square mile.

As negotiations begin between 
the City and the proponents of the 
Everett stadium project, it’s worth 
asking what lasting community 
benefits we should seek. I won’t 
pretend to know the best path 
forward on issues like transporta-
tion, noise, or public safety. But I 
do know this: the only offer on the 
table for Charlestown so far is a 
one-time $750,000 contribution 
to our athletic fields.

That’s not enough. As Council-
or Gigi Coletta Zapata has said, 
Charlestown deserves more. We 
deserve a Field House.

Here’s why:
Charlestown makes up less 

than 3% of Boston’s population 
but accounts for nearly 22% of 
the city’s Mass Youth Soccer reg-
istrations. More than 25% of our 
school-aged kids play in Charles-
town Youth Soccer—double the 

state average. Last fall, we sent 
12 teams to the Mayor’s Cup and 
won half the competitive divisions. 
Soccer and basketball are the only 
sports played by both men and 
women at Charlestown High 
School and Bunker Hill Commu-
nity College. We have two over-
40 soccer teams, and two former 
New England Revolution players 
call Charlestown home.

That’s nearly 1,000 players and 
coaches on our fields each week 
during peak season, made possible 
by volunteer coaches, a few ded-
icated athletic directors, and our 
shared public spaces.

Still, we’re overcrowded. We 
share fields with other growing 
programs, and each year we send 
30% of our operating budget to 
Winchester to rent indoor space 
during the winter. For context, 
Winchester’s 70,000-square-foot 
Teamworks facility—built with 
private funding and grants—hosts 
youth and adult leagues, events, 
and practices year-round.

With a field house of our own, 
Charlestown could offer year-
round development, host adult and 
young adult leagues (20–34-year-
olds make up 30% of our popula-
tion), and provide local preseason 
training for Charlestown High 
School and Bunker Hill teams. We 
could run player evaluations for 
Boston Public School athletes and 
Revs Academy prospects, keep our 
games in town, and relieve pres-
sure on our outdoor fields.

This wouldn’t just benefit soc-
cer. Other town programs could 
use the space during peak seasons, 
finally getting the practice time 
and space they need.

A field house creates opportuni-
ties for everyone—and it creates a 
clear win for both sides of the sta-
dium negotiations. Charlestown 
Youth Soccer could host the May-
or’s Cup, with finals played in the 
stadium. We could hold communi-
ty jamborees with Everett teams. 
By building a hub for town, club, 
school, and MLS partnerships, we 
could attract and retain top coach-
ing talent and grow our sports 
community.

We don’t need a site picked out 
today. We simply need our elect-
ed officials to know this is what 
Charlestown wants. One option: 
allocate stadium mitigation funds 
to the Charlestown Impact Fund 
and earmark them for this project. 
Give the community five years to 
present a viable plan, or return the 
monies to the general fund.

For reference, the Impact Fund 
recently contributed $6 million to 
cover the Ryan Playground ren-
ovation shortfall. With a similar 
seed amount, we believe we could 
finance and build this facility with-
out needing more public dollars.

If you agree, join me next Tues-
day at 6 p.m. at the Knights of 
Columbus. Mayor Wu, Senator 
Sal DiDomenico, Representative 
Dan Ryan, and Councilor Colet-
ta Zapata will be there to discuss 
potential community benefits. Let’s 
make sure they know Charles-
town wants—and deserves—a 
Field House.

Tim McKenna
VP of Charlestown Youth 

Soccer Association 
and CNC Treasurer. 
The views expressed 

in the article are his own.
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OUR OPINION Letter to the Editor

MARCH IS THE CRUELEST MONTH
According to meteorologists, “meteorological spring’” arrived last 

week on March 1. For those who prefer to mark the seasons astronom-
ically, spring officially will arrive in two weeks on March 20 (at 5:01 
AM), marking the vernal equinox. 

But regardless of one’s preference, we always have viewed March as 
the ultimate tease.

The poet Emily Dickinson extolled the arrival of March (“Dear 
March—Come in— How glad I am—”). But  Emily Dickinson lived 
in Amherst, far from the coast, where ocean breezes off the still-frigid 
Atlantic -- water temps are their coldest in March -- can lower the dread-
ed wind-chill factor by 10 degrees even on sunny days.

For those of us who have been lifelong residents of Eastern Mass., 
March is the month on the calendar that we long for with great antici-
pation after the harsh winter season. But it always disappoints, like an 
object of desire that fails to live up to our expectations.

Although this past winter was chillier than the past few, our recent 
winters have not been too tough to take, thanks to milder-than-normal 
temperatures and the lack of snow, which environmental scientists tell us 
is the beginning of a long-term trend of warmer winters because of cli-
mate change. Those milder winters have given us all the more reason to 
hope that March would be even more temperate compared to the past.

But our hopes regularly have been dashed by Mother Nature.
To be sure, the weather is getting warmer and the sun brighter. The 

crocuses and snowdrops have been pushing through the ground, espe-
cially in the areas of our gardens that are in full sun. But the cold weather 
and brisk winds that are forecast for the coming week, with below-freez-
ing temperatures every night and in the early-morning, are anything but 
a harbinger of the coming spring season. 

One of the earliest memories of our childhood was learning the apho-
rism, “March comes in like a lion and goes out like a lamb.” Despite the 
onset of climate-change, that saying remains as true today as it was then. 

THE REAL REASONS OUR NATURAL
GAS HEATING BILLS ARE SO HIGH
Everybody is complaining about the high cost of heating our homes 

with natural gas this winter, but this year’s spike in our bills, which has 
been exacerbated by the colder-than-usual winter, has been completely 
predictable.

Massachusetts has had the 5th-highest natural gas prices in the U.S 
for many years for which there are two main reasons:

The first is that thanks to the Jones Act (which involves maritime 
shipping and unions and dates back to 1920), we have to import our 
liquefied natural gas (LNG), at far greater expense from Trinidad and 
other places outside the U.S., instead of from the LNG terminals along 
the U.S. Gulf Coast. 

Second, and more significantly, we have been unable to take advan-
tage of the abundant supply of natural gas from the nearby Marcellus 
Field in Pennsylvania because of environmental regulations and lawsuits 
that have prevented the construction of new pipelines to our area. 

We are within just a few hundred miles of the largest natural gas-pro-
ducing area in the country, but we are unable to access it, which has 
resulted in our need to import LNG via tankers from foreign sources.

So yes, we are spending more this winter to heat our homes because 
of the colder-than-normal weather. But our natural gas prices are greater 
than almost everywhere else in the country -- and will continue to be for 
the foreseeable future -- thanks to a combination of our nation’s anti-
quated maritime shipping laws and environmental lawsuits that have 
prevented new pipelines from coming to our region from the Marcellus 
field in nearby Pennsylvania.
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Coletta Zapata’s home rule 
petition comes following concerns 
with the limited oversight of zoning 
variances and discretionary approv-
als with no formal mechanism to 
assess compliance with hardship 
standards. Additionally, the home 
rule petition comes following the 
approval of variances for projects 
that disregard PLAN: East Bos-
ton, a zoning plan developed over 
five years in collaboration with the 
community to shape the neighbor-
hood’s future and establish a sus-
tainable, predictable framework for 
development. In 2021, the Council 
approved a similar docket spon-
sored by then Councilor Edwards. 

The legislation includes reforms 
enacting changes to the current 

board composition, expanding the 
ZBA to nine members and nine 
alternates, all of which must be 
Boston residents, diversifying the 
expertise of board members, and 
limiting them to two terms of three 
years each. The appointments will 
come from nominations by vari-
ous organizations with expertise in 
environmental protection, urban 
planning, real estate, architecture, 
construction, and labor unions. 
Additionally, two members and 
two alternates will be chosen by 
the mayor from residential neigh-
borhood organizations, ensuring 
representation from different city 
council districts and including both 
a homeowner and a renter.

It enacts conflict of interests 

protections, preventing participa-
tion in cases involving personal 
financial interests while improv-
ing public notification and access 
by requiring electronic and mailed 
notice of hearings at least 20 days 
in advance and establishing an elec-
tronic database for public review 
of past ZBA decisions. Addition-
ally, it mandates reports on zon-
ing variances by neighborhood 
and zoning district and requires 
the ZBA to testify before the City 
Council. The home rule petition 
also establishes a variance review 
panel to review variance approvals 
to ensure compliance with zoning 
laws and issue findings on equity in 
variance approvals across Boston 
neighborhoods. Lastly, it ensures 

neutral guidance is available at all 
ZBA meetings and provides public 
legal support for navigating zoning 
processes.

A hearing for the Home Rule 
Petition will be scheduled in the 
upcoming months and posted on 

the Councilor’s social media.  
For additional information 

please contact the Office of Coun-
cilor Gabriela Coletta Zapata by 
phone at (617) 635-3200 or by 
email at gabriela.ramirez@boston.
gov.

ZBA (from pg. 1)

Sen. DiDomenico hosts annual DiDomenico Foundation 
St. Patrick’s Day Kick-Off Roast on March 7

Special to the Patriot-Bridge

The top elected officials in Mas-
sachusetts will join host State Sen-
ator Sal DiDomenico at the head 
table for the Annual DiDomenico 
Foundation St. Patrick’s Day Cel-
ebration and Roast on Friday, 
March 7 beginning at 6:30pm at 
the Bunker Hill Knights of Colum-
bus in Charlestown. This has 
become one of the most anticipat-
ed events of the year.

In addition to Governor Maura 
Healey and Lieutenant Governor 
Kim Driscoll, over 75 federal, 

state, an elected officials have con-
firmed they will join State Senator 
Sal DiDomenico (D-Everett) at the 
head table at the annual political 
kick-off of the St. Patrick’s Day 
roast including: Congresswoman 
Ayanna Pressley, Attorney Gener-
al Andrea Campbell, Massachu-
setts State Senate President Karen 
Spilka, Boston Mayor Michelle 
Wu, State Auditor Diana DiZoglio, 
Cambridge Mayor Denise Sim-
mons, Chelsea City Manager Fidel 
Maltez, Middlesex County District 
Attorney Marian Ryan, Suffolk 
County District Attorney Kevin 

Hayden, Middlesex County Sher-
iff Peter Koutoujian, Middlesex 
County Clerk of Courts Michael 
Sullivan, Governor’s Councilor 
Terry Kennedy and more! 

In addition to a traditional Irish 
dinner, the night will include live 
Irish music, bagpipers,  Irish step 
dancers and Boston’s best comedi-
ans to enhance the political humor.  
There will also be complimentary 
valet parking at the event. 

This year’s Golden Shamrock 
Award recipient is Tom MacDon-
ald, the director of the Harvest on 
Vine Food Pantry in Charlestown. 

He will be honored for his stead-
fast and tireless work to fight food 
insecurity throughout our neigh-
borhoods. Tom is a kind and car-
ing individual who always gives 
back to his community and he is 
someone everyone knows they can 
count on. Tom never looks for the 
spotlight and always leads with 
heart and it is fitting that he will be 
recognized for his great work to lift 
everyone up. 

This event is one of the most 
popular St. Patrick’s Day tradi-
tions in the Greater Boston area 
and Senator Nick Collins (D-South 

Boston), the host of the Annu-
al South Boston St. Patrick’s Day 
Breakfast, will also be at the event. 

For tickets ($40.00 per person) 
and event information, please call 
(617) 387-3327.  Proceeds will go 
to The DiDomenico Foundation, 
which funds educational scholar-
ships for graduating high school 
students, as well as a large toy 
drive during the holiday season for 
domestic violence and homeless 
shelters throughout the Greater 
Boston.

BOSTON FORGING & WELDING, INC. 
BLACKSMITHS AND WELDERS 

Serving Boston, Ma & the surrounding area for over 60 years.
 

Contact us for a safety consultation.
info@bostonforgingandwelding.com
617-567-2300

SPECIALISTS IN FIRE ESCAPES
INSPECTION   MAINTENANCE    REPAIR

Lynch virtual town hall discussed current situation in Washington, D.C. politics
Special to the Patriot-Bridge 

On Monday night,  U.S. Con-
gressman Stephen Lynch  of Dis-
trict 8 held a virtual town hall via 
both Zoom and YouTube that pro-
vided an opportunity for listeners 
to submit questions, which Lynch 
fielded live. 

The more than 90-minute event 
covered how Lynch views the 
cost cutting activities by the cur-
rent administration and possible 
impacts affecting Distract 8 and 
more broadly. As a member of the 
Litigation Working Group, Lynch 
is involved directly in measures 
being taken to assess the legality 
of actions by the Trump adminis-
tration. Lynch believes that Social 
Security and Medicare are not 
likely to be impacted, however it is 
unclear whether Medicaid will be 
affected. 

Medicaid for Massachusetts 
residents is currently funded 
50/50 between the Federal gov-
ernment and the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts. If Medicaid is 
touched, Lynch thinks the result 
could require the Commonwealth 

to shoulder a higher percent of the 
cost, a significant state burden and 
one not possible as an immedi-
ate solution, given the Common-
wealth’s budgetary process.

Lynch also discussed the 
impact of tariffs on Canada as the 
increased cost of lumber will affect 
our housing costs, which in turn 
may affect the construction indus-
try.

In response to constituent 
questions, Lynch touched on the 
impact of Federal cost cutting on 
the US Postal Service, which has 

already undertaken its own effi-
ciency program cutting more than 
100,000 employees since 1980 
with increased automation, the 
various Veterans programs, which 
are already underfunded,  and the 
loss of aviation oversight funding, 
another area already short on per-
sonnel.   In response to concerns 
about citizens’ personal informa-
tion being assessed by the DOGE 
employees, Lynch said that ini-
tial access given to several young 
DOGE employees without the 
proper security clearances has been 
stopped, hence avoiding a security 
breach.

Lynch shared that there is a 
movement underway among some 
Democrats to ask all Democrats 
in the House to arbitrarily vote 
against every bill introduced by 
Republicans. He is not sure this is a 
good idea, as every bill needs to be 
read carefully and assess whether it 
is a “good” bill or not for Lynch’s 
constituents and in general. As 
examples, two current bills being 
sponsored by Republicans would 
actually help add employees in the 
Veterans area and another support 

Federally funded health centers 
throughout the country.

The bottom line was summed 
up by Lynch’s replies to a few clos-
ing questions. When asked why 
Elon Musk cannot be stopped in 
his role as head of DOGE, Lynch 
explained since Musk has been 
retained as a Special Employee, 
much like Ivanka Trump and Jared 
Kushner who were hired in the 
same status during the first Trump 
administration, an employee status 
the president has the prerogative to 
use. Musk has been empowered to 
execute the directive to make the 
Federal government more efficient, 
which is not in and of itself illegal. 
However, Lynch explained that he 
and others are pushing back on 
the aggressive approach Musk is 
taking in every way that they can. 
When asked if President Trump 
has yet to do anything that was an 
impeachable offense, Lynch replied 
“no, not yet.”

Representative Lynch is plan-
ning to hold more Town Halls, 
both virtual and in person. With 
District 8 encompassing three cit-
ies and eighteen towns, he hopes to 

get to as many of these areas in per-
son, as soon as “he has breathing 
room” from the pace that the cur-
rent state of play in Washington has 
required to date. were hired in the 
same status during the first Trump 
administration, an employee status 
the president has the prerogative to 
use. Musk has been empowered to 
execute the directive to make the 
Federal government more efficient, 
which is not in and of itself illegal. 
However, Lynch explained that he 
and others are pushing back on 
the aggressive approach Musk is 
taking in every way that they can. 
When asked if President Trump 
has yet to do anything that was an 
impeachable offense, Lynch replied 
“no, not yet.”

Representative Lynch is plan-
ning to hold more Town Halls, 
both virtual and in person. With 
District 8 encompassing three cit-
ies and eighteen towns, he hopes 
to get to as many of these areas in 
person, as soon as “he has breath-
ing room” from the pace that the 
current state of play in Washington 
has required to date.

U.S. Congressman Stephen Lynch.
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Special to the Patriot-Bridge

The MBTA is preparing for the 
annual St. Patrick’s Day parade 
and festivities in South Boston on 
Sunday, March 16, 2025. With 
nearly a million people expected 
to attend the parade, the MBTA 
is implementing several measures 
to accommodate the increased 
ridership and to remind the rid-
ing public what everyone can do 

to help maintain a safe and fam-
ily-friendly environment. Riders 
are encouraged to check out the 
MBTA’s St. Patrick’s Day Guide 
for information on taking the T to 
the parade, how to pay fares, and 
more at mbta.com/StPatricksDay. 

“The safety of our customers 
and employees is our top priori-
ty,” said Transportation Secretary 
and CEO Monica Tibbits-Nutt. 
“We encourage everyone to cele-

brate the holiday responsibly and 
remain vigilant—if you see some-
thing, say something. We want 
everyone to enjoy the Saint Pat-
rick’s Day festivities while being 
mindful of fellow travelers and 
lending a helping hand to those 
needing directions or assistance.” 

“The MBTA takes great pride 
as we continue to improve daily 
service and increase service 
options every year so everyone 

can enjoy St. Patrick’s Day and all 
the festivities,” said MBTA Gener-
al Manager and CEO Phillip Eng. 
“Public transit services are essen-
tial, allowing everyone alternative 
ways to safely travel and celebrate. 
I thank our dedicated employees 
who ensure that our riders get to 
their destinations every day. Leave 
the driving to us and use caution 
when traversing the system as 
we all celebrate St. Patrick’s Day 
together.” 

 Additional Service and 
Bus Route Detours  

 To manage anticipated peak 
ridership and minimize platform 
congestion, the MBTA will stra-
tegically position additional per-
sonnel throughout the system to 
manage crowding, assist with 
passenger flow, and ensure a safe 
environment. The MBTA encour-
ages all riders to be mindful while 
using escalators and navigating 
stairs during periods of heavy 
foot traffic. Service information is 
available at mbta.com/StPatricks-
Day. 

Shuttle Bus: The MBTA will 
provide free shuttle bus service 
from South Station to South Bos-
ton between 9:30 AM and 5 PM 
on the day of the parade. 

Red Line: The Red Line will 
operate rush hour service from 10 
AM to 6 PM. Trains may bypass 
Broadway during certain times 
due to heavy crowds. 

Bus Detours: Routes 9, 10, 11, 
16, 17, and 47 will be detoured 
around the parade area. Buses will 
not stop at Broadway beginning at 
9:45 AM or Andrew beginning at 
10:15 AM. 

Commuter Rail: Commuter 
Rail trains will run with addition-
al cars to accommodate parade 
attendees. Additional customer 
service and management staff will 
be available at South Station to 
answer any questions and assist 
customers. More information 
about Commuter Rail service on 
the day of the parade will be avail-
able soon on mbta.com/StPat-

ricksDay. 
$10 Weekend Passes are valid 

for unlimited travel on all Com-
muter Rail lines in all zones on 
Saturday and Sunday. Riders 
are encouraged to buy them in 
advance with the mTicket app. 

“Our MBTA has seen so many 
improvements over the past year. 
Let’s all enjoy the service, and the 
City, by celebrating responsibly 
and discouraging behavior that 
could damage our property or 
disrupt the transit system,” said 
Chief Operating Officer Ryan 
Coholan. “By working together 
and respecting our shared public 
spaces, we can ensure a safe and 
enjoyable holiday for all.” 

“For the St. Patrick’s Day 
parade, our top priority at Keolis 
is to get passengers to and from 
the festivities safely and reliably,” 
said Abdellah Chajai, CEO and 
General Manager of Keolis Com-
muter Services. “We expect high 
ridership and encourage our riders 
to plan ahead and expect longer 
boarding lines, especially at South 
Station. I’d like to thank our crews 
for their hard work and dedication 
to delivering for our passengers on 
March 16 and every day.” 
 Enhanced Security Measures & 

Safety Tips for Riders 
The MBTA Transit Police 

Department, under the leadership 
of Chief Kenneth Green, will sig-
nificantly increase uniformed offi-
cer presence throughout the sys-
tem to deter crime and to respond 
swiftly to any incidents. 

“We will be working closely 
with our law enforcement part-
ners to ensure a secure environ-
ment for everyone who uses our 
public transit system,” said Chief 
Green. “We want everyone to 
remember, St. Patrick’s Day is a 
time for celebration, and it’s essen-
tial to prioritize safety and respon-
sible behavior.” 

The MBTA urges riders to cele-
brate responsibly, leave their vehi-

(MBTA, Pg. 5)

Coletta Zapata announces community Budget Town Halls 

MBTA gears up for South Boston’s Annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade celebration

Special to the Special to the Patriot-Bridge

Boston City Councilor Gabriela 
Coletta Zapata is hosting a series 
of Budget Town Halls across Dis-
trict One to engage directly with 
residents and gather input on 
budget priorities ahead of the City 
Council’s annual budget review 
for fiscal year 2026-2027.

“Budget Town Halls provide a 
valuable opportunity to shape my 
advocacy efforts and ensure our 
district’s priorities are reflected in 
the city’s budget,” said Councilor 
Coletta Zapata. “Last year, we 

successfully secured funding for 
trash containerization, expanded 
overtime for pest control inspec-
tors, ESOL classes for parents, 
the right to counsel for residents, 
expanded city housing vouchers, 
and increased youth employment 
opportunities. The budget process 
allows us to invest in essential ser-
vices and address critical issues 
like housing affordability, educa-
tion, and climate preparedness. I 
look forward to hearing from resi-
dents in the coming weeks!”

This marks the fourth year 

the Boston City Council has the 
authority to reject, reduce, amend, 
or approve line items in the city’s 
operating budget. In April, the 
Mayor’s Office will submit the ini-
tial proposals for the city’s oper-
ating, capital, and Boston Public 
Schools budgets to the Council. 
Budget hearings, chaired by Coun-
cilor Brian Worrell (District 4), 
will begin shortly thereafter and 
continue through June. The Coun-
cil is expected to vote on the final-
ized budget by the end of June, 
with approved measures taking 

effect on July 1, 2025.
Additionally, this budget cycle 

will feature the city’s second par-
ticipatory budgeting process, 
allowing residents to contrib-
ute ideas and recommendations. 
To learn more about how to get 
involved, visit boston.gov/depart-
ments/participatory-budgeting.

The Budget Town Halls will be 
held on the following dates:

East Boston – Thursday, March 
20 at 6:00 PM, East Boston Public 
Library, 365 Bremen Street

Charlestown – Thursday, April 

3 at 6:00 PM, Judy Evers Commu-
nity Room, Boston Police Station, 
20 Vine Street

North End/Wharf District – 
Tuesday, April 8 at 6:30 PM, Naz-
zaro Community Center, 30 N. 
Bennet Street

Translation services, childcare, 
and food will be provided at all 
Budget Town Hall meetings.

For more information, please 
contact the Office of Council-
or Gabriela Coletta Zapata at 
(617) 635-3200 or email gabriela.
ramirez@boston.gov.

NOTICE OF A VIRTUAL PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETINGS — Project File No. 611940

THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

HIGHWAY DIVISION

PROJECT:   Somerville – Bridge Replacement, Bridge # S-17-016, Webster Avenue over MBTA & BMRR 

A Virtual Design Public Hearing will be hosted on the MassDOT website below to present the design for the proposed 
project in Somerville, MA.

 WHEN: 6:00 p.m., Thursday, March 20, 2025
  
PURPOSE:  The purpose of this hearing is to provide the public with the opportunity to become fully acquainted with the 
proposed project. All views and comments submitted in response to the hearing will be reviewed and considered to the 
maximum extent possible.
 
PROPOSAL:  The proposed project includes the replacement of Webster Avenue Bridge No. S-17-016 (3GF) over the 
MBTA & BMRR and reconstruction of each roadway approach between Prospect Street and Everett Street, exclusive of the 
intersections. In addition to the replacement of the bridge, Newton Street will be realigned west and east of the bridge, 
eliminating the skewed intersection by splitting the intersection into two “tee” intersections. Newton Street (West) will in-
tersect Webster Avenue south of the proposed bridge and accommodate two-way traffic. Newton Street (East) of Webster 
Avenue will intersect with Webster Avenue north of the proposed bridge and remain one-way eastbound. The work along 
each section of Newton Street will be less than 500 ft in length.
 
A secure right-of-way is necessary for this project. Acquisitions in fee and permanent or temporary easements may be 
required. The Commonwealth of Massachusetts is responsible for acquiring all needed rights in private or public lands. 
MassDOT’s policy concerning land acquisitions will be presented in the hearing.
 
Project inquiries, written statements and other exhibits regarding the proposed undertaking may be submitted to Carrie 
E. Lavallee, P.E., Chief Engineer, via e-mail to massdotmajorprojects@dot.state.ma.us or via US Mail to Suite 7210, 10 
Park Plaza, Boston, MA 02116, Attention: Major Projects, Project File No. 611940. Statements and exhibits intended for 
inclusion in the hearing transcript must be emailed or postmarked no later than ten (10) business days after the hearing 
is hosted.
 
This meeting is accessible to people with disabilities. MassDOT provides reasonable accommodations and/or language 
assistance free of charge upon request (e.g interpreters in American Sign Language and languages other than English, 
live captioning, videos, assistive listening devices and alternate material formats), as available. For accommodation or 
language assistance, please contact MassDOT’s Chief Diversity and Civil Rights Officer by phone (857-368-8580), TTD/
TTY at (857) 266-0603, fax (857) 368-0602 or by email (MassDOT.CivilRights@dot.state.ma.us). Requests should be 
made as soon as possible and prior to the meeting, and for more difficult to arrange services including sign-language, 
CART or language translation or interpretation, requests should be made at least ten business days before the meeting. 
 
This meeting will be hosted, or a cancellation announcement posted, on the internet at  
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/highway-division/events.
 
JONATHAN GULLIVER  CARRIE E. LAVALLEE, P.E.
HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATOR CHIEF ENGINEER

WHERE: https://www.mass.gov/orgs/highway-division/events
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MADNESS

Staff Report

Bishop Robert Brown, 
Senior Pastor of Zion 
Church Ministries’ 17th 
Annual Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Schol-
arship Breakfast, sched-
uled for Monday, Jan. 17, 
2022, has been canceled 
due to the recent outbreak 
of COVID-19 cases in the 
area.

The breakfast in honor 
of the Rev. Dr. King, the 
outstanding civil rights 
leader and orator, had 
been planned for Monday 
morning at the Edward G. 
Connelly Center.

“We decided to cancel 
the breakfast because of 
the COVID situation,” 
Bishop Brown said Tues-
day. “The COVID cases 
just kept going up and 

people were getting ner-
vous, and I can understand 
that. We are going to try to 
do an event virtually, like-
ly on the following Sun-
day [Jan. 23]. 

Bishop Brown said the 
MLK Breakfast was can-
celed for the second year 
in a row due to COVID. 
The last Zion Ministries’ 
MLK Breakfast was held 
in January, 2020.

Special to the Independent

Law Enforcement Lead-
ers to Reduce Crime and 
Incarceration (LEL) has 
announced that Middlesex 
Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian 
– a founding member – has 
joined the group’s execu-
tive board.

LEL was established in 
2015 with a goal of iden-
tifying and implementing 
solutions to reduce both 
crime and incarceration 
through a focus on four 
primary areas including in-
creasing alternatives to ar-
rest and prosecution (espe-
cially for mental health and 
drug treatment); strength-
ening community-law en-
forcement ties; reforming 
mandatory minimums; and 
restoring balance to crimi-
nal laws.

LEL is comprised of 
over 200 current and for-
mer police chiefs, sheriffs, 
federal and state prosecu-
tors, attorneys general and 
correctional officials from 

all 50 states.
“At the Middlesex Sher-

iff’s Office, we work side-
by-side with community 
leaders and local organi-
zations as well as our state 
and federal partners to en-
hance public safety through 
innovative and cutting-edge 
data-driven initiatives,” 
said Sheriff Koutoujian.  
“I am honored to join Law 
Enforcement Leaders as an 
executive board member. I 
look forward to highlight-
ing not only the work we 
are doing at the MSO, but 

lifting up the efforts of our 
colleagues across the nation 
to enhance public safety, 
strengthen police-commu-
nity relations and improve 
outcomes for justice-in-
volved individuals and their 
families.”

Sheriff Koutoujian, re-
tired Seattle Police Chief 
Carmen Best and current 
Ramsey County (MN) At-
torney John J. Choi join 
current executive board 
members including former 
Boston Police Commis-
sioner Kathleen O’Toole to 
form the new board.

“Law Enforcement 
Leaders is thrilled to wel-
come three new members—
Sheriff Peter Koutoujian, 

Chief Carmen Best (Ret.), 
and Ramsey County Attor-
ney John J. Choi—to the 
Executive Board,” said Ex-
ecutive Director Ronal Ser-
pas.  “Each member brings 
a unique law enforcement 
perspective and will draw 
from decades of experience 
and leadership in their re-
spective fields. Together, 
they will strengthen the 
Board and spearhead LEL 
as it seeks to fulfill its mis-
sion to reduce crime and 
mass incarceration.”

To learn more about Law 
Enforcement Leaders to 
Reduce Crime & Incarcera-
tion, its goals and members, 
please visit lawenforce-
mentleaders.org.

Wednesday, January 12, 2022
Published by the Independent Newspaper Co.

Everett Independent

TThhee  IInnddeeppeennddeenntt  NNeewwssppaappeerr  GGrroouupp  OOffifficceess  aarree  aavvaaiillaabbllee  bbyy  aappppooiinnttmmeenntt  oonnllyy  ffoorr  tthhee  ssaaffeettyy  ooff  oouurr  ssttaaffff  aanndd  ccuussttoommeerrss..  WWee  aapppprreecciiaattee  yyoouurr  ccooooppeerraattiioonn  aatt  tthhiiss  ttiimmee..

For news or advertising Mon. - Fri. 9-5pm,PPlleeaassee  ccaallll  tthhee  ooffifficcee  778811--448855--00558888
OOrr  eemmaaiill,,  ffoorr  aaddss::  ddeebb@@rreevveerreejjoouurrnnaall..ccoomm  CCeellll::  661177--669999--44119900FFoorr  nneewwss::  sstteepphheenn..qquuiigglleeyy@@rreevveerreejjoouurrnnaall..ccoomm

SScchheedduullee  aann  aappppooiinnttmmeenntt  dduurriinngg  tthheessee  hhoouurrss
Mon —Weds 9:30 — 5 | Thurs & Fri 9:30 — 4pm385 Broadway, Revere, MA Suite 105

TRASH 
DELAY

Due to the Martin Luther 
King Holiday on Monday 

January 17, 2022,
Trash will be delayed by 

one day
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.
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EVERETT IN THE SNOW

The signs says Welcome to Everett, it wasn’t meant for the snow last Friday. See page 8 for more snow photos.

Not many bike rentals last Friday.

The monument of Lt. 
Joseph Wehner WWI U.S. 
Army watches over Everett 
as the snow falls last Friday 
morning.

Shoveling snow is a ritual in New England, everyone can do without. Everett residents clearing their vehicles off early on Friday to begin the day.

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Breakfast is 
canceled due to COVID

Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian joins Executive Board of Law Enforcement Leaders to Reduce Crime and Incarceration

Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian.
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By Stephen Quigley

The recently-inaugurat-
ed City Council was ready 
to start its business for the 
New Year with all council-
ors present at the January 
10 meeting.

The problem of the 
growing number of tents 
and homeless encamp-
ments near Santilli Circle 
had the councilors more 
than a little concerned.

Ward 3 Councilor An-
thony DiPierro, one of the 
sponsors of a motion ask-
ing representatives from 
the city’s Inspectional 
Services Dept. (ISD) and 
from the Police Dept. to 
come to the council to dis-
cuss the issue, cautioned 
his fellow members that 
this encampment was near 
a school and “it could get 
worse.”

Ward 1 Councilor 
Wayne Matewsky echoed 
this concern, recalling the 
fire last year at the en-
campment area and noting 
that the encampment is 
just down the street from 
the $3 billion dollar casi-
no. 

“We cannot just throw 
them out, but we have to 
do something,” said Coun-
cilor at Large Richard 
Dell Isola, adding that he 
and his son have brought 
down supplies for those 
living there. “They are on 
state property, but this is 
our city.”

The council then voted 
to refer the motion to the 
Public Safety Committee 
and requested representa-
tives from the ISD and the 
Police Dept. to appear.

The controversial mat-

ter of compensation and 
longevity pay for the of-
fice of the mayor once 
again was discussed by 
the council.

Ward 2 Councilor 
Stephanie Martins spon-
sored a motion that the 
issue be discussed at a 
special meeting of the 
council, which is formally 
known as a Committee of 
the Whole.

“We should put politics 
aside and talk about the 
compensation of the office 
of mayor now and in the 
future,” said Martins, who 
added that at this meeting 
all compensation should 
be discussed, as well as 
taking into consideration 
the compensations of 
mayors and city managers 
in other communities.

“I have no problem 
with the salary of the may-
or, but with the longevity 
section,” said Councilor at 
Large Michael Marchese, 
who voiced the view that 
the issue does not need 
a special meeting of the 
Committee of the Whole, 
but should be discussed 
right now.

However, Martins 
countered by stating that 
a special meeting would 
be beneficial and will pro-
vide an opportunity for the 
council to go into depth on 
the question since there 
will be no other matters 
before the councilors.

“This issue has been 
kicked around,” said 
Matewsky, who also noted 
that whatever the council 
does, the new regulations 
will not take effect for 

Everett City Council 
addresses homeless 
encampment

See COUNCIL Page 2

vironments. In addition to Colombia’s vibrant cul-ture, colors, sounds and dense natural scenery. For this mural at Ashley and Boardman, Ortiz took both of these factors and put them down taking nature’s elements from Eastie.This is not the first time Redgate has com-missioned local artists for work in the commu-nity. The developer hired cross-medium artist Mia Cross also created a dra-

matic interior painting which is the signature feature of Addison Street project’s lobby.  Cross, a Boston-based artist who is originally from Framingham – has been featured in numer-ous galleries and exhibits throughout New England and New York, and her work lives in private col-lections throughout Eu-rope and the United States. 
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By John Lynds

Anyone who lives in Orient Heights knows the area near the Marty Pino Community Center where Ashley Street dumps out onto Boardman can be a dangerous area for pedes-trians and motorists. With a community cen-ter and neighboring Noyes Park hosting hundreds of children each week once the weather gets warm the city has heard enough complaints about the in-tersection to begin trying something different. Since last March the Boston Transportation Department has deployed 

a host of different traffic calming measures includ-ing installing permanent traffic cones to demon-strate the city’s plan to transform the triangular intersection into a more user friendly area for mo-torists and pedestrians. Recently, Redgate, the developers of the 230-unit apartment community on Addison Street, teamed up with the City of Bos-ton’s Tactical Urbanism Initiative to create a safer intersection at Ashley and Boardman streets.Redgate commissioned celebrated Colombian art-ist Felipe Ortiz to turn the portion of the troubled in-

tersection within the traf-fic cones into a work of art. 
Ortiz’s now completed mural incorporates imag-ery of native wildlife from Belle Isle Marsh into a public art piece for all to enjoy while drawing atten-tion to the traffic calming measures that have been deployed by the city. The commissioning of Ortiz was part of a com-munity benefits mitigation package in connection with Redgate’s Addison Street project and was funded through the Addi-son project in collabora-tion with the tactical ur-banism initiative 

“The place we have created at Addison is very welcoming and hopefully inspiring to the artist com-munity, and these won-derful pieces of public art reflect that idea,” said Da-mian Szary, a Principal at Redgate. “Felipe’s street mural not only has created great beauty for all of East Boston to appreciate, but it will actually contribute to improved public safety at the Ashley and Boardman intersection.”Ortiz’s unique murals are a fusion of artistic themes representing the urban scenery from the U.S., its vast landscape, and fast-paced urban en-

Celebrated Colombian artist Felipe Ortiz turns Eastie intersection into work of art

This aerial view shows how celebrated Colombian artist Felipe Ortiz turned the intersection at Ashley and Boardman Streets into a work of art. 

By John Lynds

Last week the Boston Licensing Board approved plans for a new ‘pan-Latin’ restaurant on the corner of Border and Decatur Street inside a commercial space created by NOAH (East Boston Neighborhood of Affordable Housing) as part of its Coppersmith Village project. According to the pro-posal before the Licensing Board last week, Pearl & Lime Restaurant, which will be managed and part-ly owned  by lifelong East-ie resident Vanik Hacopi-an, plans to obtain a seven day all alcoholic license for the planned 3,626 square foot restaurant. At-torney Andrew Upton told the board his clients plan to create 3,071 square feet inside and an additional 555 square foot season-al outdoor patio with 40 seats. Upton said the patio would close by 10 a.m. but the indoor portion of the restaurant would remain open until 1 a.m. “Pearl and Lime is a fresh pan-Latin concept with neighborhood price points and a commit-

ment to being part of the community,” said Upton. “Fresh food and a com-fortable modern atmo-sphere and decor will be the calling cards of this new neighborhood restau-rant. The character and fitness of this applicant is clear. This is the team that’s behind Pearl and Lime in Quincy and are a family friendly, fresh pan-Latin concept that has become a neighborhood fixture and has had no vio-lations or complaints from their neighbors. They’ve proven this concept and are excited about this East Boston location. Further their landlord, NOAH, has chosen this team due to their sensitivity to the res-idents, the neighbors and the community.”The planned restaurant approved last week re-ceived support from City Councilor Lydia Edwards and Rep. Adrian Madaro as well as the Maverick Square Neighborhood As-sociation (MSNA). 

By John Lynds

Yesterday, voters in East Boston and the rest of the First Suffolk & Middlesex district went to the polls and elected City Councilor Lydia Edwards to serve as their next state senator. Once sworn in Edwards will become the first woman and the first person of color to repre-sent the district.  “I am grateful to the people of Boston, Cam-bridge, Revere and Win-throp for sending me to Beacon Hill to fight for our communities,” said Senator-Elect Edwards. “I know how to fight for what you believe in, build a movement and win, and I am looking forward to continuing the work in the state house. When in 2014 we passed the Domestic Workers Bill of Rights, we showed the world that nannies and house clean-ers can write laws: they know as workers, as wom-en, as immigrants and people of color, about the 

dignity they deserve and they know when our gov-ernment needs to do more to guarantee their rights 

and wellbeing.”Edwards continued, “Like so many in our communities, I know what 

it’s like to be unable to af-ford school lunch, to lose a job and panic about next month’s rent, to live each day breathing in air pol-lution and to worry about tomorrow as the sea levels continue to rise. Together, with our pain and purpose, we will fight for laws and the social conditions that protect people, communi-ties and our planet. I am excited for the journey ahead.”
The election took place across the district during Tuesday’s frigid state gen-eral election and included Wards and Precincts in Eastie, Revere, Witnrh-jtop, the North End, Bea-con Hill, Bay Village, Chinatown, the South End and Cambridgeport. With no Republican challenger on the ballot Edwards’s win was all but guaranteed Tuesday. 

Edwards defeated Re-vere School Committee member Anthony D’Am-brosio during the Decem-

City Councilor Edwards becomes Senator-elect Edwards

The Independent Newspaper Group Offices will be closed onMONDAY, JANUARY 17in observation of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAYThe office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18
Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

Boston Licensing Board approves new restaurant

See EDWARDS Page 2

See LICENSING Page 2

Eastie resident Vanik Hacopian talks about his new restaurant concept at last week’s Licensing Board hearing.

Senator-Elect Lydia Edwards.

By Cary Shuman

The Rev. Patrick Fran-
cis Healy, the beloved 
chaplain of the Chelsea 
Soldiers’ Home for several 
years, died Wednesday at 
Cambridge Hospital. He 
was 100 years old.

The Rev. Healy grew up 
in Charlestown and gradu-
ated from Boston English 
in 1939. He served in the 
United States Armed Forc-
es for 23 years, with stops 
in Japan, Germany, South 
Korea, and two tours of 
duty in Vietnam. He was 
the recipient of three 
Bronze Stars and the ‘V’ Device for heroism and 

valor.
Mr. Healy was ordained 

to the priesthood on June 
2, 1947, one day after his 
26th birthday. He served as 
the chaplain of the Chelsea 
Soldiers’ Home for more 
than two decades, becom-
ing a source of inspiration 
for his fellow veterans 
who were residents of the 
Soldiers’ Home. He pre-

By Adam Swift

Even as vaccination 
rates have topped 80 per-
cent in the city and the 
pandemic nears the two-
year mark, Covid-19 con-
tinues to leave its mark 
in Chelsea and across the 
country.

Recently, City Manager 
Tom Ambrosino provided 
an update to residents on 
new Covid-19 procedures 
and what they can con-
tinue to do to keep them-
selves and their family 
and neighbors safe.

“We are in the midst of 
a surge of the new highly 
transmissible, but less se-
vere Omicron variant of 
the Covid-19 virus,” said 
Ambrosino. “The Centers 
for Disease Control and 
the Massachusetts De-
partment of Public Health 
have adopted new rules to 

address this variant and 
to allow the public to end 
isolation and quarantine 
and allow people to re-
turn to the workplace in a 
quicker fashion. In many 
cases, these rules are more 
lenient and less dependent 
upon testing and far more 
accommodating to people 
who are fully vaccinated 
with the available booster 
shot.”

Ambrosino said every-
one is strongly encour-
aged to get vaccinated 
and receive the available 
boosters as soon as they 
are eligible.

The new state and na-
tional guidelines, he said, 
fall into three categories.

The first is for those 
who test positive for 
Covid. Ambrosino said 
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By Adam Swift

The city’s ARPA Com-
munity Advisory Com-
mittee should have rec-
ommendations on how 
Chelsea can best spend 
$15 million in federal re-
lief funds by the end of the 
winter.

“The ARPA Commit-
tee, following the holi-
days, will be resuming its 
meetings and will help 
determine how best to 
spend about $15 million in 
funds provided to the city 
by the federal government 
in the American Rescue 
Plan Act of 2021 after get-
ting information from the 
community over the past 

few months and over the 
next two months,” said 
City Manager Thomas 
Ambrosino. “The com-
mittee is expected to make 
recommendations to the 
city about the best way to 
spend the money, proba-
bly some time toward the 
end of February or early 
March.”

The 20-member com-
mittee is tasked with mak-
ing recommendations for 
spending approximately 
$15 million of the $40 in 
ARPA funds and began 
meeting last September.

The specific organiza-
tions that get the money 

By Adam Swift

The City Council and 
School Committee will 
meet on Monday, Feb. 7 
to select two new School 
Committee members.

The vacant seats are in 
Districts 4 and 5. In Dis-
trict 4, there was no can-
didate on the ballot for 

the municipal election in 
November, and no write-
in candidates garnered the 
necessary number of votes 
to be declared the winner.

In District 5, incumbent 
School Committee mem-
ber Henry Wilson, who is 
facing legal issues, was on 
the ballot, but declined to 
take the seat, according to 

City Solicitor Cheryl Wat-
son-Fisher.

There were also no 
candidates on the ballot 
in District 3, but former 
District 3 City Councillor 
Naomi Zabot mounted a 
successful write-in cam-
paign to take the seat.

Anyone who lives in 
District 4 or 5 (as deter-

mined by the district lines 
in the 2021 election) can 
drop off a resume in the 
City Council or school 
administration offices or 
email fmelara@chelsea-
ma.gov or vdyer-medi-
na@chelseama.gov. The 
deadline for applications 
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CHELSEA IN THE SNOW

Chelsea Square was deserted during the snowfall on Friday. See page 5 for more snow scenes.

Friday morning Chelsea residents awoke to the task of cleaning snow off their cars to start the day. Chelsea City Hall covered with the first snow fall of 2022.

City Manager gives update 
on latest Covid procedures

Committee nearing decision 
on use of federal relief funds

School Committee member candidates wanted

Staff Report

The Chelsea Record 
interviewed GreenRoots’ 
dynamic executive direc-
tor, Roseann Bongiovanni, 
about the organization’s 
work in 2021 and its goals 
for 2022.

GreenRoots is a com-
munity-based organization 
dedicated to improving 
and enhancing the urban 
environment and public 
health in Chelsea and sur-
rounding communities.

Following are Green-
Roots Executive Director 

Roseann Bongiovanni’s 
responses:

In respect to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
was it a challenging year 
for GreenRoots?

 Yes, 2021 continued to 
be a challenging year for 
GreenRoots as it was for 
the whole city.  But we did 
see hope and celebration 
in a way that we did not 
in 2020.  Throughout this 
past year, we continued to 
support the City’s emer-
gency food distribution 
hub with the purchase of 
supplies and equipment to 
run their facility; we pro-
vided Chelsea residents 
with cash assistance for 
COVID-related needs; and 
our Health Equity Corps 
and Vaccine Ambassadors 

worked diligently to get 
Chelsea folks vaccinated.  
Together with the Chelsea 
Black Community, La Co-
laborativa and the City of 
Chelsea, our multi-lingual, 
intergenerational vaccine 
ambassadors helped to get 
our vaccination rates well 
over 85%.  This is some-
thing we all are incredibly 
proud of. 

 In addition to our 
COVID-related work, 
we are celebrating some 
major victories this year 

An interview with GreenRoots Executive Director Roseann Bongiovanni

Roseann Bongiovanni.

See BONGIOVANNI Page 3

See FUNDS  Page 6

See CANDIDATES  Page 2

The Rev. Patrick Francis Healy, 
beloved chaplain at Soldiers’ 
Home, passes away at 100

See HEALY  Page 2

The Rev. Patrick Healy 
(right) listens as Eugene 
O’Flaherty reads a proc-
lamation honoring the 
Rev. Healy’s outstanding 
service to the Chelsea 
Soldiers’ Home where he 
served as chaplain.

Special to the Patriot-Bridge
Just a few weeks ago, Dr. Thomas Mulroy, 38, of Charlestown, was in Chiclayo, Peru, where he cared for indige-nous residents in a makeshift clinic in an abandoned warehouse with-out modern tools or electricity.  Making the best of rudimentary resources, he and his team pushed three chairs together to form an exam table and used a flashlight 

app and college-level Spanish to provide expert medical care to local patients, many of whom are migrant workers and families of the remote villages in Central and South America.  Seeing firsthand the disparities in healthcare access and technology in non-industrial-ized countries has inspired the pri-mary care sports medicine doctor to do more.
“The nearest hospital for most people is hours away and only 

accessible if they are lucky enough to have transportation,” says Dr. Mulroy, a North Shore Physicians Group doctor who was introduced to the volunteer program when working as an urgent care phy-sician in New York City several years ago. “In these remote com-munities, we see a lot of dietary, skeletal and muscular issues. We bring what supplies and medica-tions we can with us, but it never feels like enough. More volunteers are needed to meet people where they live and provide the care these residents need to survive.” Dr. Mulroy typically sees patients at the North Shore Physicians Group practice in Beverly, MA, which is affiliated 
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F R E E

P A T R I O T - B R I D G E

charlestown

CnC CORnERThe Charlestown Neighborhood Council Development 

Committee will hold a public meeting on Wednesday, January 19, 

at 7 pm to consider the Related Beal proposal to erect a life sciences 

building at 420 Rutherford Avenue, Charlestown. The meeting will 

be held in person at the Knights of Columbus (masks required), 545 

Medford Street, Charlestown.
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Dr. Thomas Mulroy, of Charlestown, with local Peruvians from the Cusco area where he climbed Rainbow 

Mountain in between seeing patients at the clinic.

By John Lynds

The Boston Planning and Development Agency (BPDA) will be hosting a virtual Impact Advisory Group (IAG) meet-ing on the Draft Project Impact Report (DPIR) for the One Mystic Avenue project. The meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, January 19 from  6:00 pm to 8:00 pm and residents can log onto https://bit.ly/32DM-1Kh to participate. However, the BPDA advised that this meeting will be different from that of a traditional com-munity meeting. As part of the development review process, IAG members work closely with BPDA staff to identify the impacts of a project and recommend appro-priate community benefits to off-set those impacts. IAG meetings prioritize discussion between the developer and IAG members.Developers looking to convert a 60,089 square foot parcel in an industrial corner of Charlestown between Sullivan Square and Somerville into a 25-story mixed-use development recently filed a 

(DPIR) with the Boston Planning and Development Agency in November. 
The filing for the project at 1 Mystic Ave. triggered a public comment period under the BPDA’s Article 80 Large Project Review and residents can submit com-ments until January 26 at http://www.bostonplans.org/projects/development-projects/one-mys-tic-avenue. 

Since filing a Project Notification Form (PNF) with the BPDA back in January the devel-opers, One Mystic Owner, have made changes to the project after meetings with the community and BPDA. 
When the developer filed its PNF, they looked to construct 695 residential units in a 29 story building with ground food com-mercial space. The updated plans look to construct a 478,880-gross-square-foot, 25-story building with 639 units on the site cur-rently occupied by the BellSimons Cos. (an HVAC, refrigeration, and plumbing service), Flynn’s Auto Local doctor returns from mission trip

BPDA to hold meeting on Sullivan Square project

(Peru Pg. 8)

(BPDA Pg. 4)

By Dan Murphy

As the new City Council Pres-
ident, District 2 Councilor Ed 
Flynn is looking forward to serv-
ing in the role during the dawn 
of Mayor Michelle Wu’s new 
administration, as well as amid 
an influx of new blood into the 
City Council.

 “I’m really proud of my 
new colleagues who just start-

ed and are off to a strong start. 
They really care about the city 
and their neighborhoods. And 
I’m equally proud of the current 
councilors and look forward to 
a productive term working with 
Mayor Wu,” said Flynn, who 
was unanimously voted in as the 
new council president for a two-
year term  by his fellow council-

T H U R S D AY,  J A n U A RY  1 3 ,  2 0 2 2
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new City Council President Ed Flynn looks forward to serving during historic time for the city and for the council

(Flynn, Pg. 3)
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Chapel Street Footbridge, Riverway lit up as part of the Emerald Necklace Conservancy’s ‘Lights in the Necklace’ exhibition.

Emerald necklace Conservancy 
to bring back ‘Lights in the necklace’

Staff Report

The Emerald Necklace Con-
servancy is bringing back a won-
derful reason to visit the Emer-
ald Necklace parks this winter. 
“Lights in the Necklace” is a 
unique lighting exhibition which 

began last year and will return 
beginning February 1 and con-
tinuing through March 20, 2022.

Select bridges, and some 
trees, in the Emerald Necklace 
will be awash with an emerald 
glow. “Lights in the Necklace” 
celebrates the power of Boston 

and Brookline’s urban parks to 
bring visitors together, inspire 
and light the way in challenging 
times. Enjoy the lighting on a 
series of iconic Emerald Neck-
lace bridges, from dusk to 9pm, 
daily. Also delight in the ten 

(EmErald nEcklacE Pg. 5)

PHOTO COURTESY OF CITY OF BOSTON
City Council President and 
District 2 Councilor Ed Flynn.

Wu, public officials 
discuss Mass/Cass

City in process of removing encampments
By Lauren Bennett

Mayor Michelle Wu held a 
press conference on January 10 
to provide updates on the public 
health crisis at Mass and Cass.

“Our efforts here at Mass 
and Cass have been driven by a 
public health and housing-led 
approach,” Wu said, adding that 
the encampments “are not a safe 
or healthy place for anyone to be 
living.” 

There is no heat or running 
water and fires have broken out 
in the area as people attempt to 
stay warm.

With this week’s frigid weath-
er especially, there are “ongoing 
issues around frostbite and hypo-
thermia as temperatures drop,” 
Wu said. 

The Wu administration has 
surveyed folks living in the Mass/

(mass/cass Pg. 3)

PHOTO BY DAN MURPHYThe entrance to the former below-grade Boston Sports Club location at 361 Newbury St., now being proposed as a future Planet Fitness out-post. See story on Page 3.

PLANET FITNESS SEEKS BSC SITE

By Dan Murphy

One day ahead of the dead-
line set by Mayor Michelle 
Wu to clear out the homeless 
encampments at Mass. and Cass, 

neighbors on hand for a virtu-
al meeting of the South End, 
Newmarket, Roxbury Working 
Group on Addiction, Recovery, 
and Homelessness on Tuesday, 
Jan.11, expressed their concerns 

that the city’s measures would 
only temporarily remedy the 
problem and the encampments, 
along with the open-air drug 

Working group meeting focuses on ongoing issues at Mass/Cass as city’s deadline looms for clearing out encampments

(Working group Pg. 4)

By John Lynds

Parents at the North End’s 
Eliot School are fuming over the 
introduction of the so-called ‘10-
point’ penalty placed on some 
high performing Boston Public 
Schools in order to level the play-

ing field for entrance to Boston’s 
exam school like Boston Latin, 
Boston Latin Academy and the 
O’Bryant. 

The Eliot, which serves many 
students from Back Bay, Beacon 
Hill, the North End, Charles-

Eliot School parents circulating petition 
to Wu over exam school entrance plan

(Eliot school Pg. 7)
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The Beacon hill Times 
The Beacon hill Times 
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By Dan MurphyAs the new City Council Pres-
ident, District 2 Councilor Ed 
Flynn is looking forward to serv-
ing in the role during the dawn of 
Mayor Michelle Wu’s new admin-
istration, as well as amid an influx 
of new blood into the City Coun-
cil.

“I’m really proud of my new 
colleagues who just started and 
are off to a strong start. They real-
ly care about the city and their 
neighborhoods. And I’m equally 
proud of the current councilors 
and look forward to a productive 
term working with Mayor Wu,” 
said Flynn, who was unanimously 
voted in as the new council pres-
ident for a two-year term  by his 
fellow councilors during the City 
Council’s first meeting of the new 
year on Jan. 3 at City Hall’s Chris-
topher A. Iannella Chamber. The Council’s five new mem-

bers,  District 4 Councilor Brian 
Worrell, At-Large Councilor Ruth-
zee Louijeune, District 6 Councilor 
Kendra Hicks, District 7 Council-
or Tania Fernandes Anderson, and 
At-Large Councilor Erin Murphy, 

who filled Michelle Wu’s vacancy 
on the Council after Wu was elect-
ed mayor, were on hand for their 
first City Council meeting after 
being sworn in only hours earlier 
at City Hall. 

“The new City Councilors 
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Beacon Hill Civic Association Community Corner

(BHCA Pg. 3)

(Flynn Pg. 4)
EVERYONE LOVES A SLED RIDE

By Dan MurphyAs the owner of Teddy’s on the 
Hill , which is set to open before 
the end of the month in the Bow-
doin Street space that was home 
for more than a century to The 
Red Hat, Jake Nicholson is well 
aware that he has been entrusted 
with carrying on the legacy of a 
fabled Boston institution.“What we’re looking to accom-

plish when we open, first and 
foremost, is keeping the nostalgia 
of one of the most iconic spots in 
the city,” he said.  “And second, 
what can we do to give it a breath 
of fresh air for the neighborhood 
and everyone else?”Long before the inception of 

Teddy’s on the Hill, Nicholson, a 
more than 20-year veteran of the 
restaurant industry who most recently co-man-aged the now-shuttered Finn McCool’s in the Financial District, was already well acquainted with The Red Hat, which operated at 9 Bowdoin St. from 1907 until last June, as it was a popular destination for restaurant workers.

“I’ve been coming here for years,” said Nicholson. 
“Just being in the industry, it was 
one of the spots we always used to 
go come to after a game or some-
thing, so I had an idea of the what 
the potential was, and what it had 

been. I saw an opportunity for 
ownership and thought what bet-
ter spot to do it in than one of the 
most iconic bars in Boston? “If you’re going to be a bear, 

you mind as well be a grizzly,” he 
added.

Working alongside Nicholson 
at Teddy’s on the Hill is Courtney 
Nunheimer, general manager, bev-
erage director, and self-described 
“jack of all trades.”

PHOTO BY JACOB WEAVER

This was Hudson’s first time sledding in Boston Common. He recently 

turned 2 and every time we walked by Charles Street Supply Hardware 

Store he would point and mumble at the sleds out front so I got him 

this blue toboggan for Christmas and he got to try it out this weekend 

with our dog Woodstock!

COURTESY OF CITY OF BOSTON
City Council President and District 2 Councilor Ed Flynn.

New City Council President Ed Flynn looks forward to serving

Teddy’s on the Hill set to take over old Red Hat space

PHOTOS COURTESY TEDDY’S ON THE HILL AND D. MURPHY
Above, The former Red Hat space at 9 Bowdoin St., which 

will soon be home to Teddy’s on the Hill. Left, a look inside 
Teddy’s on the Hill.

(Teddy’s Pg. 5)undecorating continues this weekend!
We will continue undecorating this Saturday, Sun-

day, and Monday, January 14, 15, and 16. Thank 

you to those volunteers who began the process last 

weekend.
We would ask that you undecorate the poles you 

decorated if possible or the poles near your home. 

We’d like to use this opportunity to remove all of the 

out-of-date permits off of the poles, as well as old 

tape and tie wraps. We have clippers in the BHCA 

office that you are welcome to borrow to do this. 
Load 8-10 garlands, bows and all, into black 

contractor bags, which you can procure at Charles 
Pictured (left to right), Darci O’Brien and BHCA 

Directors and Events Committee Co-Chairs 
Michelle Lavers and Melanie Bertani help kick off 

Undecorating last weekend.

By Lauren Bennett

The Jamaica Plain Neighbor-hood Council (JPNC) met virtu-ally on January 11 for a make-up December meeting, as there was not a quorum of council members to hold a meeting in December.The Council first heard a pre-sentation from the team at SEED, 

the cannabis dispensary at 401A Centre St., which requested a change in closing hours as well as the removal of language about a shared valet
SEED Chief of Staff Tomas Gonzalez, as well as CEO April Arrasate were on hand to present the proposal and address com-ments and questions.

Arrasate said that SEED’s current hours are 11am to 8pm but their original proposal was for 10am to 10pm, so that is what they are proposing now. “We are trying to get in line with our competitors,” Arrasate said, adding that they believe the 
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Showing you...the way home in JP for decades.

Continued on page 4

By Laura PLummer

On Thursday, Jan. 6, District E13 of the Boston Police De-partment (BPD) hosted its first virtual police and community relations meeting of 2022. The monthly meeting, which is car-ried out virtually over Zoom, is an opportunity for members of the public to learn about local crime and ask questions of law 

enforcement.
At every meeting, Sgt. John Dougherty provides Part One crime data assembled by the Bos-ton Regional Intelligence Center. Part One crimes are the most se-rious, and don’t include offenses like vandalism, drug dealing or possession of firearms.Overall crime in Boston de-

autor: Laura PLummer

El jueves 6 de enero, el Dis-trito E13 del Departamento de Policía de Boston (BPD) organizó su primera reunión virtual de rel-aciones comunitarias y policiales de 2022. La reunión mensual, que se lleva a cabo virtualmente a través de Zoom, es una oportuni-dad para que los miembros del público aprendan sobre el crimen 

local y hagan preguntas sobre la aplicación de la ley.En cada reunión, el Sgto. John Dougherty proporciona datos so-bre delitos de la Parte Uno re-unidos por el Centro Regional de Inteligencia de Boston. Los delitos de la Parte Uno son los más graves y no incluyen el van-dalismo, el tráfico de drogas o la 

JP UNDER SNOW

Snow fell on JP last Friday and many residents enjoyed their time outside  around Jamaica Pond (above) or fighting the cold with some hot coffee, (right) and, of course,  playing in the snow as can be seen on Pages 4 and 5. 

JPNC discusses requests from SEED dispensary
La delincuencia disminuyó un 32 por ciento

Crime in JP down 32 percent in 2021

Continued on page 3

Continued on page 3

By John Lynds

Mayor Michelle Wu announced this month the City of Boston, in collaboration with the Core Empowerment Social Justice Cannabis Museum in Jamaica Plain, will offer a series of free introductory informational ses-sions beginning Tuesday, Janu-ary 18 on the cannabis industry and entrepreneurship for those who intend to operate a cannabis business in the City of Boston. Wu said the objective of these January sessions is to increase the number of equity owned cannabis business licensees and applicants in the City of Boston. “As we build a cannabis in-

dustry in our City, it’s crucial to uplift the communities that have lived the harms of previous mar-ijuana laws and enforcement,” said Mayor Michelle Wu. “I en-courage all interested entrepre-neurs to use these resources to ensure equitable growth for this emerging industry.”In November of 2019, the City of Boston passed an “Ordinance Establishing Equitable Regula-tion of the Cannabis Industry,” which requires the development of procedures and policies that encourage participation in the regulated cannabis industry by communities that have been dis-

City, JP Cannabis Museum offering informational sessions

Continued on page 2

All month longAll month long
Call the office at (781) 485-0588 

with any questions

OR REACH US ONLINE AT
MDIBELLA@WINTHROPTRANSCRIPT.COM – MAUREEN DIBELLA

CHARLESTOWNADS@HOTMAIL.COM – SIOUX GEROW
DEB@REVEREJOURNAL.COM — DEB DIGREGORIO 

By Cary Shuman

The Revere City Coun-cil listened intently Mon-day night as Brian Dakin, construction manager for the new Revere High School project, gave a de-tailed presentation on all aspects of the project, from the timeline for design and construction, to the costs, and the three construction options on the table.

Dakin offered a slide presentation to comple-ment his remarks. For the parents of schoolchildren watching at home, it had to be breathtaking to view the incredible plans for the potential $394 million project. State reimburse-ment would be about $163 million.
“This was an excel-

Staff Report 

Mayor Brian M. Arrigo announced Revere will ob-serve Martin Luther King Day with “A Tribute to Martin Luther King Jr.”, a multi-faceted presentation 

is a collaboration between Revere Public Schools and the City’s Human Rights Commission that will fea-ture music, discussion, and dynamic performance.

By John Lynds

Yesterday, voters in Re-vere  and the rest of the First Suffolk & Middlesex district went to the polls and elected City Council-or Lydia Edwards to serve as their next state senator. Once sworn in Edwards will become the first wom-an and the first person of color to represent the dis-trict.  
“I am grateful to the people of Boston, Cam-

bridge, Revere and Win-throp for sending me to 
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Council hears presentation on new Revere High School project

Arrigo announces grant program to support local businesses and protect jobs

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 2

Revere residents will vote on new 
Regional high school project on Jan. 25

CHA RENAMES OBSTETRICS AND GYNECOLOGY CENTERS
Cambridge Health Al-liance (CHA) Women’s Health Centers have a new name. All three cen-ters in Cambridge, Somer-ville and Revere are now called CHA Obstetrics and Gynecology Centers. CHA Obstetrics and Gynecology Centers fo-cus on providing safe and equitable gynecological, reproductive health as well as prenatal and post-natal care. “We care about all of our patients, every day,” said Kate Harney, MD, CHA’s chief of ob-stetrics and gynecology. In 2021, CHA’s Labor, Delivery and Postpar-tum services were named among the top 100 in the country by Newsweek magazine. This recogni-tion, along with a Leap-frog A grade and distin-guished awards from the 
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agent in Revere for the past 5 years.  Put him to work for 

you TODAY!
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SCENES FROM THE FIRST SNOW OF THE YEAR

See EDWARDS Page 7

See KING Page 7

See HIGH SCHOOL Page 6

Shown above,  the public playground at the Susan B Anthony Complex was empty, filled with snow, instead of playful students Friday morning as Thursday evening’s storm continued to blanket the City Friday morning. 
Shown right, a resident awaits an Uber in the snow.Shown below, early morning on Union Street as the snow starts to pile up.

Lydia Edwards becomes Senator-Elect Edwards following election

The Independent Newspaper Group Offices will be closed onMONDAY, JANUARY 17in observation of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAYThe office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18
Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

By Cary Shuman

Northeast Regional Vocational High School Committee member An-thony Caggiano is urging Revere residents to vote on Jan. 25 in favor of the new high school project that is being planned for the current site in Wake-field.
The referendum will be held on Tuesday, Jan. 25, from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., at the St. Anthony’s Church bingo hall. New Elections Commissioner Paul Fahey will oversee the election in Revere. The other 11 com-munities in the district will also be voting on Jan. 25.“The vibes that [North-east] Supt. David DiBarri and got from Mayor Brian 

Arrigo and city officials is that they seem very sup-portive of the building of a new [Northeast] high school,” said Caggiano.Caggiano said con-struction costs for the new school would be $317 million, of which the state reimbursement is $141 million. He said that Re-vere’s share of the project would be approximately $1.8 million per year for 20 years.
“The new high school would be built on top of the hill on the Northeast campus where the football field [Breakheart Stadium] is,” said Caggiano. “Once construction is finished, the old school would be demolished. We would then build new athletic 

fields on the site of the old school.”
The new Northeast Re-gional high school would have an enrollment of 1,600 students, an increase from the current enroll-ment of 1,300 students.“Revere currently has the highest enrollment 

See NE VOKE Page 5

State Senator-Elect Lydia Edwards.

Staff Report

Mayor Brian M. Ar-rigo and the Revere De-partment of Planning and Community Develop-ment (DPCD) announced $415,000 in Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding to es-tablish a Microenterprise 

Grant Program. The pro-gram is aimed at microen-terprises and aims to help those small entrepreneurs as they withstand the con-tinued pressures of operat-ing in a COVID environ-ment. Micro-enterprises are defined as businesses 
See GRANTS Page 5

City commemorates MLK Jr. with multi-faceted tribute

By John Lynds

It seems as though Win-
throp is not immune to the 
rising number of COVID 
cases that have affect-
ed neighboring cities and 
towns and some are reas-
sessing that bit of freedom 
we all enjoyed over the 
summer months. 

According to the Direc-
tor of the Winthrop Depart-
ment of Public Health & 
Clinical Services

Meredith Hurley, RN, 
MPH, the weekly positive 
test rate jumped 82 percent 
when comparing the week 
ending January 1 with the 
week ending December 25.

For the week ending 

January 1 3,386 Winthrop 
residents were tested for 
COVID and 15.8 percent 
were found to be positive. 
This was an 82 percent 
spike from the 8.7 percent 
that tested positive the 
week prior. 

Six percent more resi-
dents were tested for the vi-
rus during the week ending 
January 1 so it seems the 
Omnicron variant, which 
makes up nearly all new 
cases in the US, is spread-
ing rapidly through the 
town. 

The number of con-
firmed cases jumped from 
280 to 535 from Christmas 

By Laura Plummer

The Winthrop School 
Committee met on Jan. 10, 
where the dominant theme 
of the evening was the un-
precedented staff and stu-
dent absences in the district.

The meeting was the first 
to be attended by newly 
elected Town Council Pres. 
James Letterie and School 
Committee member Su-
zanne Leonard. They joined 
Chairwoman Jennifer Pow-
ell, Vice Chair Julie Barrie, 
and members Gus Martucci 
and Suzanne Swope.

Supt. Lisa Howard con-
gratulated and welcomed 
the committee’s new mem-
bers, calling it “an exciting 

time to start anew.”

COVID
In her usual COVID up-

date, Supt. Howard report-
ed a level of student and 
staff absences never before 
seen in the district. The 
town had predicted a spike 
due to holiday gatherings, 
especially with the Omi-
cron variant already on the 
rise, but nothing like this.

On Monday, Jan. 3, the 
district was missing 446 
students (almost a quarter 
of all enrolled) and 20 staff. 
While the student absences 
seemed to level off in the 
following days, the staff 

Staff Report

For Kids Only After-
school (FKO) received a 
$5,000 grant award from 
East Boston Savings Bank 
Charitable Foundation for 
FKO’s scholarship program 
to cover tuition costs for 
families in need.

“We are extremely grate-
ful for this generous grant 
which expanded access to 
safe afterschool and sum-
mer enrichment activities 
for Winthrop youth,” said 

Deborah Kneeland Keegan, 
FKO Executive Director. 
100% of grant funding was 
used to provide scholarship 
assistance that allows low 
and moderate income and 
at-risk school-aged youth 
from Winthrop access to 
quality out-of-school time 
enrichment.

FKO collaborates with 
Winthrop Public Schools 
and other community and 
government partners to 
design and provide out-
of-school-time (OST) ser-

vices that meet the needs 
of local youth. Through its 
longstanding contract with 
the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Early Education 
and Care, FKO provides 
low-income families with 
subsidized programming 
and through its contract 
with Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Family and Chil-
dren’s Services, provides 
Supportive Child Care ser-
vices for children at risk 
of abuse or neglect, living 
in foster care, or exposed 
to trauma. Together, these 
collaborations help FKO 
connect Winthrop youth to 
safe, healthy enrichment 
opportunities.

With this generous fund-
ing from the East Boston 
Savings Bank Charitable 
Foundation FKO will con-
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Check out our website;   cottagehillrealestate.com

Spacious 2 Bedroom for rent
Private porch, Beautiful neighborhood $2000

Offered by: Dan ClucasDan Clucas
(617) 548-7716 30 Cottage Park Rd. U130 Cottage Park Rd. U1
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37 HORACE ST.
EAST BOSTON

Now available at The ENZO – 1, 
2 & 3 bedrooms luxury condo 

units. Bosch stainless steel 
appliances, quartz countertops 

in-unit Electrolux washer & 
dryer, engineered hardwood 

floors and so much more. With 
prices ranging from $450,000-

$850,000 

24 GRAFTON AVE.
MILTON

Charming 4-bedroom single family 
home in one of the most beautiful 
tree-lined streets in East Milton. 
This home features 8 rooms, 1.5 

bathroom, 1 detached garage, off 
street parking for 4 cars and so 

many updates. $899,900

175 MAIN ST.  
WINTHROP

The work has been done the 
space is yours in this beautifully 
renovated single-family home 
on large corner lot! $725,000

Janice Stevens
617-877-6455

231 GLADSTONE ST. 
EAST BOSTON

Don’t miss this large 2 family 
home in the desirable Orient 

Heights Section of East Boston. 
This home features 15 rooms, 7 
bedrooms & 3 full bathrooms. 

Beautiful hardwood floors 
throughout and so many more 

updates. $899,900

178 COURT RD.
 WINTHROP

Picture perfect Colonial on one 
of the most sought-after street in 

town! $799,000
Call Erica Gore at 617-699-0227 

for more information

620 SHIRLEY ST. 
WINTHROP

This legal 3-family across 
the Street from the Ocean 
with fantastic views of the 

Harbor & Boston, featuring 12 
rooms, 6 bedrooms & 4 full 

bathrooms, 3 car parking and 
so much more has just been 

listed for $749,900

143 MORTON ST 
STOUGHTON

Open House Sat. 1/15 & 
Sun. 1/16 from 11-1 PM

Amazing corner oversized 
lot two-family home with 

abundant parking and two car 
garage! This home features 
10 rooms, 6 bedrooms & 3 
full bathrooms & so many 

updates. $629,900

NEW TO NEW TO 
MARKETMARKET

NEW TO NEW TO 
MARKETMARKET

UNDERUNDER
AGREEMENTAGREEMENT

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$3.05  Price 
subject to 
change 
without 
notice

See SCHOOL COMM. Page 3

See COVID-19 Page 3

TOWN PROVIDES 
CLARIFICATION  
ON PROPERTY 
TAX BILLS

Interim Town Manager 
Terence Delehanty and the 
Town of Winthrop wish 
to provide residents with 
an update on property tax 
bills.

Due to a software er-
ror, third-quarter tax bills 
displayed a 2021 assessed 
value on tax bills rather 
than the 2022 values they 
should have displayed. 
However, the amount due 
listed on individual bills is 
correct.

The Town of Winthrop 
has engaged the Depart-
ment of Revenue’s Divi-
sion of Local Services re-
garding the error.

“We would like to apol-
ogize for any confusion 
caused by this error, and 
encourage residents to 
reach out if they have any 
questions,” Delehanty said. 
“However, they should 
rest assured that the listed 

As Omicron rages, 
WPS sees historic 
staff, student absences

www.winthropmktplace.com • 35 Revere St. Winthrop

HELP WANTED
WE ARE LOOKING FOR CASHIERS TO WORK A VARIETY OF SHIFTS INCLUDING DAYS, NIGHTS AND WEEKENDS. QUALIFIED CANDI-DATES MUST POSSESS STRONG CUSTOMER SERVICE SKILLS, BE ABLE TO MULTITASK, AND HAVE A GREAT ATTENTION TO DETAIL. INQUIRE WITHIN. ASK FOR MARC OR CHRIS.

TThhee  IInnddeeppeennddeenntt  NNeewwssppaappeerr  GGrroouupp  OOffifficceess  aarree  aavvaaiillaabbllee  bbyy  aappppooiinnttmmeenntt  oonnllyy  ffoorr  tthhee  ssaaffeettyy  ooff  oouurr  ssttaaffff  aanndd  ccuussttoommeerrss..  WWee  aapppprreecciiaattee  yyoouurr  ccooooppeerraattiioonn  aatt  tthhiiss  ttiimmee..

For news or advertising Mon. - Fri. 9-5pm,PPlleeaassee  ccaallll  tthhee  ooffifficcee  778811--448855--00558888OOrr  eemmaaiill,,  ffoorr  aaddss::  ddeebb@@rreevveerreejjoouurrnnaall..ccoomm  CCeellll::  661177--669999--44119900FFoorr  nneewwss::  sstteepphheenn..qquuiigglleeyy@@rreevveerreejjoouurrnnaall..ccoomm

SScchheedduullee  aann  aappppooiinnttmmeenntt  dduurriinngg  tthheessee  hhoouurrssMon —Weds 9:30 — 5 | Thurs & Fri 9:30 — 4pm385 Broadway, Revere, MA Suite 105

The Independent Newspaper Group 
Offices will be closed on

MONDAY, JANUARY 17
in observation of 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
JR. DAY

The office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18
Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

FIRST SNOWFALL OF 2022

See BRIEFS Page 6

TRASH 
DELAY

Due to the Martin Luther 
King Holiday on Monday 

January 17, 2022,
Trash will be delayed by 

one day
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

FKO Afterschool awarded $5,000 grant towards scholarships for Winthrop families in need

See FKO Page 3

Shown above, Saint John’s 
Episcopal Church on 
Bowdoin Street may have 
showed signs of a wintery 
cold day on the outside, but 
all are warmly welcomed 
inside.
Shown right, Matteo Cantu 
was out with his dad Dane, 
building a snow castle.
Shown below, residents 
make their way Winthrop’s 
boat launching ramp for a 
boat ride. See more photos 
on Page 8.

Winthrop COVID 
cases on the rise
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By John Lynds 
The COVID 19 virus continues to spread across the North End and the surrounding area with 2 out of every 10 residents tested for the virus last week turning out to be positive. Deaths from the virus 

are also rising at an alarming rate citywide as Boston hospitals deal with the latest surge. According to the weekly report released Monday by the Boston Public Health Commission (BPHC), 3,278     North End, Beacon Hill, Back Bay, West End and Downtown residents were tested and 22 percent were posi-tive. This was a 46 percent increase from the 15.1 percent that tested positive between December 27 and January 3. The weekly positive test rate is up 127 percent in the area since December 27. Seven hundred twenty-one additional residents have been infected with the virus between January 3 and January 10 and the total number of cases in the area increased to 6,419 cases overall since the pandemic began.
(COVID Pg. 3)

Armenian Heritage Park on The Greenway has a special wishing tree where visitors can place a ribbon to make 

a wish. the park is near historic Faneuil Hall between Fanueil Hall Marketplace and the North End and Boston 

Harbor in front of the Mercantile Building.

The Independent Newspaper Group Offices will be closed onMONDAY, JANUARY 17in observation of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAYThe office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18
Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.
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By John Lynds
Tuesday, voters in East Boston and the rest of the First Suffolk & Middlesex district went to the polls and elected City Councilor Lydia Edwards to serve as their next state senator. Once sworn in Edwards will become the first woman and the first person of color to represent the district.  “I am grateful to the people of Boston, Cambridge, Revere and Winthrop for sending me to Beacon Hill to fight for our communities,” said Senator-Elect Edwards. “I know how to fight for what you believe in, build a movement and win, and I am looking forward to continuing the work in the state house. When in 2014 we passed the Domestic Workers Bill of Rights, we showed the world that nannies and house cleaners can write laws: they know as workers, as women, as immigrants and people of color, about the dignity they deserve and 

they know when our government needs to do more to guarantee their rights and wellbeing.”Edwards continued, “Like so many in our communities, I know what it’s like to be unable to afford school lunch, to lose a job and panic about next month’s 

THE WISHING TREE

Senator-Elect Lydia Edwards.

(EDwarDs Pg. 11)Area’s COVID positive test rate over 20 percent

Councilor Edwards is now Senator-Elect Edwards
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Coletta Zapata holds hearing on road safety ordinance regarding food delivery apps
Special to the Patriot-Bridge

Boston City Councilor Gabri-
ela Coletta Zapata (District 1) 
recently held a hearing as Chair 
of the Government Operations 
Committee to review a road safety 
ordinance that would require food 
delivery apps to obtain a permit to 
operate in Boston and create regu-
lations to address safety concerns.

“With the increasing presence 
of third-party food delivery plat-
forms in Boston, it is essential to 
implement accountability mea-
sures that protect residents and 
improve safety on our streets. The 
proposed ordinance ensures that 

Boston implements these measures 
clearly and effectively. This is an 
iterative process, and I appreciate 
the collaboration of all involved in 
producing legislation that priori-
tizes safety with efficient and effec-
tive regulations. I look forward to 
continuing the conversation,” said 
Councilor Coletta Zapata. 

During the hearing, Council-
ors heard from an administration 
panel including Jascha Frank-
lin-Hodge, Chief of Streets for the 
Streets Cabinet, Nicholas Gove, 
Deputy Chief of Transportation, 
and Dan Humphreys, Deputy 
Superintendent of Field Services 
at the Boston Police Department. 

The panel shared that the unreg-
ulated growth of delivery services 
has exacerbated parking shortag-
es, congestion, and reckless driv-
ing, frustrating residents and pub-
lic officials. They emphasized that 
the proposed Ordinance would 
allow the City of Boston to imple-
ment common-sense regulations 
focused on registration, insurance, 
and data sharing. 

Under this Ordinance, large 
delivery platforms would be 
required to register with the City 
and obtain a permit to operate, 
a standard practice for all busi-
nesses impacting Boston’s streets. 
Additionally, the Ordinance pro-

vides requirements for insurance 
and data sharing. The insurance 
requirements would ensure that 
anyone injured in a crash involv-
ing a delivery driver has recourse, 
regardless of the type of vehicle 
used. Additionally, data-sharing 
provisions would give the city 
critical tools to address safety and 
congestion challenges more effec-
tively.

Councilors emphasized the 
need for comprehensive regula-
tions to address concerns regard-
ing traffic congestion, safety risks 
and accountability for delivery 
companies. They discussed poten-
tial amendments to the ordinance, 

including adding a fee to help cover 
enforcement costs, establishing 
a process for registration renew-
al and revocation, incorporating 
privacy protection language, and 
identifying specific public safety 
requirements.

A working session to review the 
current language in the ordinance 
will be scheduled in the upcoming 
weeks. A recording of the hearing 
can be found at: www.youtube.
com/watch?v=gRawfJ-ddVI. For 
additional information please 
contact the Office of Councilor 
Gabriela Coletta Zapata by phone 
at (617) 635-3200 or by email at 
gabriela.ramirez@boston.gov.

cles at home, take public trans-
portation to festivities, and follow 
these safety tips: 

Alcohol consumption and/or 
unruly behavior will not be toler-
ated on the MBTA. 

Secure personal belongings, 
especially in crowded areas. If 
wearing a backpack, remove it 
and hold it at your side or set it 
between your feet. Leave large 
items like coolers at home. 

Let riders off the trains before 
you board. 

Travel on the T without bikes. 
Bikes (including folding bikes) are 
not allowed on the MBTA at any 
time the day of the parade. 

Report any suspicious activity 
or individuals in distress to the 
nearest police officer, call the Tran-
sit Police at 617-222-1212, or dial 
911.  

Download the MBTA See Say 
App to quickly and discreetly 
report suspicious activity to Tran-
sit Police. Using this app, riders 
can send Transit Police pictures, 
text messages, and locations of 
suspicious activity. 

Follow the instructions of 
MBTA Transit Police officers and 

staff who are there to ensure every-
one’s safety. 

Take care of yourself and oth-
ers. Seek medical attention when 
necessary. 

The MBTA is stressing the 
importance of celebrating respon-
sibly on public transit. Vandalism 
and disorderly conduct can create 
safety hazards, delays, and addi-
tional cleaning costs, which can 
divert valuable resources away 
from essential maintenance ser-
vices and improvements that ben-
efit all riders. 

For more information, visit 
mbta.com/StPatricksDay or con-
nect with the T on X @MBTA and 
@MBTA_CR, Facebook /TheM-
BTA, Instagram @theMBTA, 
Threads @thembta, or TikTok @
thembta. 

 The Massachusetts Bay Trans-
portation Authority (MBTA) 
opened America’s first subway 
tunnel in 1897, pioneering pub-
lic transportation in the United 
States. Today, the MBTA is one 
of the largest public transit sys-
tems in the country, operating 
an extensive network of subway, 
bus, Commuter Rail, ferry, and 

paratransit services across 176 
cities and towns. The MBTA 
is undergoing a transformative 
period, focusing on cultivating a 
culture of safety and excellence, 
modernizing infrastructure, and 
improving reliability and accessi-
bility. Current priorities include 
accelerating critical infrastructure 
repairs, expanding accessibili-
ty, and reducing emissions. The 
MBTA is committed to providing 
dependable, frequent, and acces-
sible service that riders can rely 
on while supporting the region’s 
economic vitality. Through ini-
tiatives like the unprecedented 
Track Improvement Program, 
Bus Network Redesign, and Rail 
Vision, the MBTA aims to connect 
communities and improve riders’ 
daily experiences and trips. For 
questions or assistance, riders are 
encouraged to contact the MBTA 
Customer Center at 617-222-
3200. Members of the press are 
encouraged to contact mediare-
lations@mbta.com. For the latest 
updates on MBTA services, proj-
ects, and initiatives, visit MBTA.
com or follow @MBTA on social 
media.

TSA ready for busy spring break travel season 
Special to the Patriot-Bridge

As spring break approaches, the 
Transportation Security Adminis-
tration (TSA) is providing essential 
tips to help travelers have a smooth 
experience at security checkpoints 
across the country. TSA is expect-
ing high passenger volumes during 
the peak spring break travel period 
running from March 6-24, when 
air travel numbers are anticipated 
to increase by more than 5%. 

“Spring break is one of the bus-
iest travel times of the year,” said 
Adam Stahl, Senior Official Per-
forming the Duties of the Admin-

istrator. “While we are focused 
on spring break, which is quickly 
approaching, TSA is also close-
ly tracking and preparing for the 
summer travel season. With REAL 
ID’s May 7 deadline looming, it’s 
important to prioritize REAL ID 
registration now. By doing so, 
travelers can ensure a smooth and 
secure journey through the airport 
for both spring and summer trav-
els.” 

To help travelers prepare, TSA 
recommends the following: 

• Pack smart: Organize your 
carry-on bags and comply with 
TSA regulations. Text 275-872 

(“AskTSA”) or @AskTSA with 
any questions. 

• Arrive early: Allow plenty of 
time to get through security, espe-
cially during peak hours. 

• Have a valid ID: Make sure 
you have your REAL ID or anoth-
er acceptable form of identifica-
tion.  

• Pack your patience: Be pre-
pared for busy airports and follow 
TSA guidelines to expedite the 
process. 

For more details on preparing 
for airport security screening, visit 
tsa.gov.
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shire and create art based on their 
observations. 

Visit adventschool.org/summer 
for more information.

BC High, based at 150 Mor-
rissey Blvd. in Boston, is offering a 
wide range of Summer Camps and 
Programs.

For boys and girls ages 5 to 10, 
Eagle Day Camp provides a full-
day camp experience for two to 
eight weeks. Campers, ages 5 to 7, 
can take part in myriad activities, 
such as arts and crafts, organized 
sports, scavenger hunts, LEGO 
sets, water games, painting, and 
tie-dying, among other offerings.  
Half-day option available for ages 

5-7 while campers ages 8-10 can 
customize their schedules to suit 
their personal interests. 

Additionally, the Adventures in 
Boston! program will offer a new 
field trip each day while the Inspir-
it AI class will teach middle and 
high school students in separate 
sessions about the fundamentals 
of AI and how to use it responsi-
bly.  

“I believe what sets our camps 
and programs apart from the rest 
is our dedicated staff and our 
beautiful campus which provides 
a safe oasis for kids to learn, grow 
and have some summer fun,” said 
Sara Feloney, BC High’s director 

of summer camps and programs 
and external events.

Other offerings will include 
Sports Camps, including soccer, 
baseball, basketball, football, and 
flag football for Grades 4–12; High 
School Academics, with courses 
including Inspirit AI, Chemis-
try, Intro to Chemistry, Intro to 
Algebra, ACT/SAT Prep, Span-
ish Language and Culture, High 
School Writing, and The Com-
mon Application and The College 
Essay; Middle School Academics, 
with courses including Intro to 
Algebra, Math Fundamentals, 
English Fundamentals, and Study 
Skills; and Middle School Special-
ty Programs: including Inspirit AI, 
Art, Coding and Robotics, Mine-
craft, Theatre, Roblox Mission to 
Mars!, Dungeons & Dragons, and 
The Art of Cooking.

Visit www.bchigh.edu/sum-
mer-camps or call 617-474-5181 
for more information.

The Boston Children’s School 
Summer-Fun-Program will begin 
its 43rd year on July 7 and con-
tinue for six weeks, ending Aug. 
15, at 8 Whittier Place in the West 
End.  

The program, designed for chil-
dren between the ages of 3 and 8, 
is located at Charles River Park in 
the West End.  The Boston Chil-
dren’s School has its own private 

playground, which allows chil-
dren to play safely outdoors, away 
from the noise, congestion, and 
traffic.  Inside, the facility is fully 
air conditioned.

The program is organized by 
age, and each group is taught and 
nurtured by state certified teachers 
with the help of teacher interns 
from local area colleges and uni-
versities. All activities are designed 
to be developmentally appropriate 
for each age group.  

Besides daily play activities, 
children can use the swimming 
pools on a daily basis at The Clubs 
at Charles River Park.  The pro-
gram also offers children science, 
music appreciation,  and field 
trips.

Visit BostonChildrensSchool.
Org for more information. Early 
registration is encouraged because 
space is limited.

If you have any questions about 
the BCS Summer-Fun-Program, 
please call Judy Langer, Program 
Director, at 617-367-6239 or 
617-BCS-KIDS.

BCS is also registering students 
for 2025 academic year, and appli-
cations are available online (Bos-
tonChildrensSchool.Org).

Buckingham, Browne & Nich-
ols School, a pre-K-12 private 
school in Cambridge, provides a 
valuable and enjoyable, ACA-ac-
credited summer camp experi-
ence for campers from 4 years old 
through rising 10th grade every 
summer. This year’s program runs 
from June 16 through Aug. 8.

Summer@BB&N offers spe-
cialty camps (such as Chess, Out-
door Explorers, Parkour, and 
Codemoji); sports camps (i.e. Soc-
cer, Basketball, Golf, Fishing, and 
Ultimate Games), and its Classic 
Camp for pre-K through Grade 
10, which provides rotating activ-
ities each day ,like arts and crafts, 
sports, theater, hands-on fun, 
water play, and archery. The Teen 
Camp also offers more time for 
activities, as well as off-site trips. 
Each camp offering has  a variety 
of weeks to choose from and is 
grade specific.

“Summer@BB&N is unique 
because it combines the warmth of 
a close-knit community with the 
excitement of hands-on exploring, 
offering campers the opportuni-
ty to explore their passions while 
developing valuable skills in an 
environment that fosters both cre-
ativity, personal growth, and com-
munity,” said Emma O’Loughlin, 
Director of Summer@BB&N.

Visit https://bbnsummer.com 
for more information on the Sum-
mer@BB&N program.

This summer, Essem Art Studio, 
located at 15 Tufts., third floor, in 
Charlestown is offering five-day 
Minicamps designed for kids who 
love to create.

With exciting themes like 
Furry Friends, Deep Blue Sea, and 
COLOR!, young artists will dive 
into painting, mixed media, and 

Summer in the City2025

Summer Starts Here!

CO-ED - AGES 5 & UP

PLUS, sports camps, theatre, 
academic programs, enrichment, and more!

Registrations are open, and you can benefit from an early 
bird discount until March 28. Weekly enrollments focus on a 

theme with special activities each week.

Give your child or teen a full immersion 
experience of summer fun and learning!

Our program is the perfect way to improve
 their skills and confidence in French, thanks to our team of 

engaging teachers.

For more information: 
www.frenchlibrary.org/summer-in-french/

KIDS CLASSES
(ages 3-12) 

start on June 23 

TEENS CLASSES
(ages 13+) 

start on July 7

Summer artmaking fun at Advent.

(Continued on next Page)

Summer (from pg. 1)
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design, building skills, confidence, 
and endless creativity along the 
way. Minicamp hours run from 
9 a.m. to noon, with an option to 
extend to 2 p.m. 

“We provide a boutique art 
camp experience in our sunny stu-
dio. We get to know each young 
artist while providing instruction 
and support so they can  have a 
joyful and magical experience 
while growing as individual art-
ists,” said Sophia Moon, the stu-
dio’s founder.

For more information, visit 
essemartstudio.com.

French Library, located at 53 
Marlborough St. in the Back Bay, 
offers ‘Summer in French for Kids’ 
(with classes for ages 3-5; ages 6-8; 
and ages 9-12, respectively)’ and 
’Summer in the French for Teens.’

For Kids, participants can par-
ticipate in half-day (from 9 a.m. to 
noon) or full-day programming ( 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.) The first week 
of five-day programming kicks off 
Monday June 23, with ‘Robots 
and Advanced Technologies.’ The 
10th and final week begins Mon-
day, Aug. 25, with a focus on 
‘Magic and Fantastical World.’

Teens can choose from three 
options, including a one-week, 
half-day program with a specific 
theme, which is offered once in 
July, once at the end of July/early 
August, and once in August; a one 
week, morning-only option at the 
end of August, which is a perfect 
refresher before going back to 
school; or afternoon workshops.

Visit frenchlibrary.org/summer-
in-french/ for more information, 
or email youthprograms@french-
libary.org with any questions.

The Newman School, located 
at 247 Marlborough St. in Bos-
ton’s Back Bay, offers education-
al programming via its renowned 
International Baccalaureate cur-
riculum, including small classes, 
and individualized attention. 

As Boston’s only day and 
boarding all-gender 7-12 indepen-
dent

School, Newman’s student 
body  holds passports from 40 
different nations while the faculty 
hails from 10 countries.

Additionally Newman offers 
more than 25 clubs and activities, 
as well as a range of sports for 
first-time participants through D1 
recruited-collegiate athletes. 

Visit newmanboston.org for 
more information.

North End Music & Per-
forming Arts Center (NEMPAC) 
will be offering  programs at the 
Charlestown Working Theater this 

summer, including a range of full-
week-long summer workshops for 
youth and teens in Charlestown, 
as well as one-off workshops and 
class sessions.

‘Act! Sing! Dance!’ - a series of 
week-long musical theatre work-
shop for ages 5-9 where  students 
will work on a short production 
presented at the end of the week 
, including ‘101 Dalmatians,’ The 
Jungle Book,’ and ‘Where the 
Wilds Things Are.’

‘Broadway Bootcamp Jr.’ for 
ages 10-13 is a week-long pro-
gram which allows participants to 
learn, rehearse, and perform selec-
tions of songs, dances and scenes 
from some favorite musicals and 
plays.

‘Broadway Bootcamp’ is week-
long program for ages 12 – 15, 
which allows participants to learn, 
rehearse, and perform selections 
of songs, dances and scenes from 
some favorite musicals and plays.

“NEMPAC is so excited to be 
expanding our summer program-
ming into Charlestown to further 
engage with the many amazing 
families this neighborhood has,” 
said Shannon Fitzgerald, NEM-
PAC’s Charlestown outreach and 
engagement coordinator. “Our 
popular Music Theatre Pro-
duction Workshops, Broadway 
Bootcamp, and PlayLab: Create, 
Produce, Perform, will now be 
hosted on site at the Charlestown 
Working Theater, with early drop 

off and extended day, to make our 
programming even more accessi-
ble to Charlestown families. With 
programs open to ages 5 - 15, in 
theatre, music, and dance, there’s 
something for everyone! Enrolling 
your student in a performing arts 
program will build their confi-
dence, communication skills, cre-
ativity, and collaboration skills.”

Visit nempacboston.org for 
more information.

School of Fashion Design, 
located at 31 St. James Ave, sec-
ond floor, offers two sessions of its 
Teen Program in Fashion Design 
this summer.

This program will provide an 
introduction to the fashion design 
process, from conception to sketch 
to garment completion, with no 
prior experience necessary. The 
curriculum , which offers a taste of 
SFD’s adult Certificate in Fashion 
Design program,  is taught by the 
school’s expert faculty.

“Our high school program in 
fashion design is a great experi-
ence for students who want to 
explore fashion design as a career 
option, boost their college appli-
cation profile, or just explore a 
new creative outlet,” said Exec-
utive Director Jennifer Leclerc. 
“Students in our program have 
access to the same expert faculty 
and tools as our adult students, 
and will leave SFD with a fashion 
mood board, a garment of their 
own making, and hopefully some 

new fashion friends.”
Projects will include creating a 

fashion garment from a pattern, as 
well as creating a mood board of 
inspiration and fashion-plate illus-
trations of an original garment 
collection.

Visit https://www.schooloffash-
iondesign.org/pre-college-pro-
gram for more information.

Walnut Hill School for the Arts 
in Natick offers a range of summer 
programs taught by the school’s 
own world-class faculty and fea-
turing special guests artists.

Programs include the String 
Quartet Intensive for ages 11-18; 
Summer Voice Intensive for ages 

12-16; a range of dance classes, 
including the Children’s Ballet 
Program for ages 4 to 7, and Bos-
ton Ballet Summer Intensive for 
ages 9-12; a Jazz Intensive for ages 
13-17; Theater Intensive for ages 
13-17; Fashion Immersion for ages 
12-16; Visual Art for ages 13-17; 
Cameraless Photography for ages 
13-17; and Game Design: Craft-
ing Interactive Stories for ages 
13-17, among other offerings. All 
programs include excursions into 
Boston to enhance the curriculum, 
such as visits to museums, exhib-
its, and concerts.

“The true magic of our pro-
grams lies in the sense of cama-
raderie that develops as students 
learn and grow together,” said 
Michelle Rush, associate direc-
tor of auxiliary programs and 
admissions. “Time and again, we 
hear students say, ‘Wow, there are 
kids like me here!’ This feeling of 
belonging, of finding their tribe, is 
what makes the Walnut Hill expe-
rience so special.”

Day and boarding options are 
available for some programs, with 
boarders getting a taste of college 
life residing in air-conditioned 
dormitories.

Visit www.walnuthillarts.org 
for more information.

Summer in the City2025

Kids 5-12 can design, explore, and
build at Advent’s unique STEM
camps in the heart of Boston!

Theater Engineering, Urban Agriculture,
Cardboard Carnival & more

adventschool.org/summer

Best summer 

ever!
Best summer 

ever!

Summer@BB&NSummer@BB&N

ALL CAMP ACTIVITIESALL CAMP ACTIVITIES

CLASSIC CAMPCLASSIC CAMP

SPECIAlTYSPECIAlTY    CAMPSCAMPS

RReeggiissttrraattiioonn  ffoorr  SSuummmmeerr  iiss  nnooww  ooppeenn!!
CChheecckk  oouutt  oouurr  wweebbssiittee  ttoo  lleeaarrnn  mmoorree!!

Traditional summer day camp experience with rotatingTraditional summer day camp experience with rotating
activities each day like arts and crafts, sports,activities each day like arts and crafts, sports,    

hands-on fun, archery, and more. Teen Camp offershands-on fun, archery, and more. Teen Camp offers
off-site trips. In addition, we offer our LIT 1 and 2off-site trips. In addition, we offer our LIT 1 and 2

programs for campers in grades 8-10programs for campers in grades 8-10

Specialty Camps are dedicated to a nicheSpecialty Camps are dedicated to a niche
activity for a week of focused learning, play,activity for a week of focused learning, play,

and exploration for the inquisitive camperand exploration for the inquisitive camper

Campers come together as a camp community for
spirit days and all camp activities like lip sync

battles, scavenger hunts, and more! 

SPORTS CAMPSSPORTS CAMPS
we offer sports such as Cwe offer sports such as Crew, Soccer, Basketball,rew, Soccer, Basketball,

Volleyball, Fishing, Flag Football and Ultimate Games. EachVolleyball, Fishing, Flag Football and Ultimate Games. Each
camp week is dedicated to each sport with practice drills,camp week is dedicated to each sport with practice drills,

skills, and scrimmages through the week.skills, and scrimmages through the week.

bbnsummer.combbnsummer.com

Summer robotics at BC High.

(Continued on Page 8)
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THE ADVENT SCHOOL
Design at Advent
15 Brimmer St.

Boston, MA  02108
adventschool.org

The Advent School Design at 
Advent summer program offers 
four unique STEAM-based two-
week sessions for children ages 5 
through 12.

Summer 2025 Themes
Theater Engineering: 6/16 - 

6/27 (There is no session on 6/19 
as the school is closed during June-
teenth.)

Urban Agriculture: 7/7-7/18
Art on the Trails: 7/7-7/18
Cardboard Carnival: 7/21-8/1

Each child learns proper tool 
use, engages in the design process, 
and builds prototypes out of recy-
cled materials. Designers explore 
Boston daily, play games, and 
gather inspiration. The designers 
share their creations with friends 
and family on the last Friday of 
each session at the Design Expo. 
Find out more at https://www.
adventschool.org/summer.

 
 

BOSTON CHILDREN’S 
SCHOOL

Summer Fun Program
8 Whittier Place                                                                                                                

Boston, Ma  02114                                                                                          
617-367-6239
617-BCS-KIDS

BostonChildrensSchool.org
The Boston Children’s School 

Summer Fun Program celebrates 
it’s 43rd year of providing excep-
tional summertime experiences 
and academic enrichment to chil-
dren between the ages of 3 and 8 
years old.  The Summer Fun Pro-
gram at The Boston Children’s 
School is conveniently located at 
Charles River Park, in the historic 
West End section of Boston. Our 
location is fully air-conditioned. 
The school has its own private 
playground, which allows children 
to safely play outdoors away from 
the noise, congestion and traffic 

of the city streets. Our location 
also allows children to explore 
the cultural richness of the City 
of Boston through field trips to 
museums, theaters, libraries and 
historic sites. The Summer Fun 
program is organized by age. Each 
age group is supervised, taught 
and nurtured by certified teachers, 
along with teacher interns from 
local area colleges. All activities 
are designed to be developmental-
ly appropriate for each age group. 
Children can use the pool areas, 
on a daily basis, at The Clubs at 
Charles River Park. The Summer 
Fun Program also offers children 
yoga, music appreciation, science, 
arts and crafts, and interactive sto-
rytelling. Parent involvement and 
participation are always a part of 
the program, which begins July 7, 
2025 and ends Aug.15, 2025.

If you would like your child to 
become part of the 2025 Summer 
Fun Program at the Boston Chil-
dren’s School, please call Judy 
Langer,

Program Director, at 617-367-
6239 or 617-BCS-KIDS, or email: 
BostonChildrensSchool@aol.com

We are also now taking enroll-
ment applications for the  Septem-
ber 2025 Academic year for: pre-
school, kindergarten and grades 
1-3.

Applications are available on 
the B.C.S. website, BostonChil-
drensSchool.Org.

 
BOSTON COLLEGE 

HIGH SCHOOL
Summer Camps & Programs
Boston, MA |617-474-5181
bchigh.edu/summer-camps

BC High has something for 
every child this summer. The goal 
of all its programs is to provide 
children the space to develop their 
independence, make new

friends, and have some summer 
fun. Eagle Day Camp provides 
boys and girls ages 5–10 with a 
full-day camp experience from 
2 to 8 weeks. Campers ages 5-7 
will enjoy a variety of activities, 
such as arts and crafts, organized 
sports, scavenger hunts, LEGO 
sets, water games, painting, tie-
dye, and more. Half day option 
available for ages 5-7. Campers 
ages 8-10 can customize their 
schedule to match their interests. 
Lunch is available for purchase in 
the dining hall. Schedules will pro-
vide both outdoor and air-condi-
tioned indoor activities.

Adventures in Boston! program 
will provide a new field trip each 
day while our Inspirit AI class will 
teach middle and high school stu-
dents in separate sessions the fun-
damentals of AI and how to use it 
responsibly.

Additional offerings include:
Sports Camps: Soccer, baseball, 

basketball, football and flag foot-
ball are available for grades 4–12.

High School Academics: Cours-
es include Inspirit AI, Chemistry, 
Intro to Chemistry, Intro to Alge-
bra, ACT/SAT Prep, Spanish Lan-
guage and Culture, High School 
Writing, and The Common Appli-
cation and The College Essay.

Middle School Academics: 
Courses include Intro to Algebra, 
Math Fundamentals, English Fun-
damentals, and Study Skills.

Middle School Specialty Pro-
grams: Programs include Inspirit 
AI, Art, Coding and Robotics, 
Minecraft, Theatre, Roblox Mis-
sion to Mars!, Dungeons & Drag-
ons, and The Art of Cooking.

 
BUCKINGHAM, 

BROWNE & NICHOLS 
SCHOOL - BB&N
80 Gerrys Landing Rd,

Cambridge, MA,
bbns.org

BB&N provides a valuable and 
enjoyable summer camp experi-
ence for campers from 4 years old 
through rising 12th grade every 
summer. The program runs for 8 
weeks starting June 17th through 
August 9th. We have a variety of 
programming from classic camp 
to speciality/sports camps, there 
is a little something for every-
one! Classic camp is a Tradition-
al summer day camp experience 
with rotating activities each day 
like arts and crafts, sports, hands-
on fun, archery, and more. Teen 
Camp offers off-site trips. In addi-
tion, we offer our LIT 1 and 2 pro-
grams for campers in grades 8-10.  
Specialty Camps are dedicated 
to a niche activity for a week of 
focused learning, play, and explo-
ration for the inquisitive camper.  
Sports Camps we offer sports such 
as Crew, Soccer, Basketball, Vol-
leyball, Fishing, Flag Football and 
Ultimate Games. Each camp week 
is dedicated to each sport with 
practice drills, skills, and scrim-
mages through the week. We hope 
you choose Summer@BB&N, 
please visit our website to register.

 
ESSEM STUDIO
15 Tufts St 3rd Floor,

Charlestown, MA 02129
Essemartstudio.com

A Boutique Art Minicamp in 
the Heart of Charlestown!

Essem Art Studio invites young 
artists to our vibrant, sunlit studio 
for a five-day creative adventure. 

Summer in the City2025

3 1  S t .  J a m e s  Ave n u e ,  B o s t o n ,  M A  0 2 1 1 6  |  a d m i s s i o n s @ s f d b o s t o n . o r g  |  ( 6 1 7 )  5 3 6  - 9 3 4 3  

S E S S I O N  I I :  J U LY  3 0  -  A U G U S T  2 0
S E S S I O N  I :  J U LY  7  -  J U LY  2 8

M O N DAYS  &  W E D N E S DAY  
9 : 0 0 A M  -  3 : 3 0 P M

S U M M E R  H I G H  S C H O O L  P R O G R A M
S C H O O L  O F  FA S H I O N  D E S I G N

Continued from Page 7 

Summer for aspiring teen design-
ers at the School of fashion 
design.

(Continued on next Page)
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Designed for kids who love to cre-
ate, our boutique Minicamps offer 
hands-on exploration of various 
mediums, processes, and art con-
cepts through instructor-led proj-
ects.

With personalized guidance, 
campers will build artistic skills, 
boost creative confidence, and 
bring their ideas to life in a sup-
portive, inspiring space. Let’s 
make magic together!

Visit essemartstudio.com for 
more information.

FRENCH LIBRARY
Summer in French for Youths

53 Marlborough St., Boston, MA
frenchlibrary.org

The French Library offers 
immersive “Summer in French” 
programs for children and teens, 
providing age-appropriate lan-
guage learning and cultural expe-
riences.

Summer 2025 Programs:
Summer in French for Kids 

(Ages 3-5, 6-8, 9-12):
Half-day (9 a.m. to noon) or 

full-day (9 a.m. to 4 p.m.) options 
available.

Ten weeks of themed program-
ming, starting June 23rd with 
“Robots and Advanced Technol-
ogies” and concluding August 
25th with “Magic and Fantastical 
World.”

Summer in French for Teens:
One-week, half-day themat-

ic programs offered in July and 
August.

One-week, morning-only 
refresher course at the end of 
August.

Afternoon workshops.
Children will participate in a 

variety of activities to enhance 
their French language skills and 
cultural understanding.

For more information, visit 
frenchlibrary.org/summer-in-
french/

THE NEWMAN SCHOOL
247 Marlborough St, 
Boston, MA 02116
newmanboston.org

 
Boston’s only day and board-
ing all-gender 7-12 independent 
school! 

Located on Marlborough 
St.,The Newman School offers an 
exceptional education through the 
renowned International Baccalau-
reate curriculum, small classes, 
and individualized attention. With 
40 passports in the student body 
and faculty from ten countries, 

we provide a global education 
fostering intellectual growth, per-
sonal responsibility, and engaged 
dialogue. Newman offers over 25 
clubs and activities and an array 
of sports for first-time participants 
through D1 recruited-collegiate 
athletes. At Newman, no one is 
anonymous, each is unique, and 
everyone belongs, we embrace 
our founding motto: “Cor ad Cor 
Loquitur/Heart Speaks to Heart”. 

Visit us in action!
 
NORTH END MUSIC 
AND PERFORMING 

ARTS (NEMPAC)
Summer Programs

Charlestown Working Theater
442 Bunker Hill Street

Charlestown, MA 02129
nempacboston.org

NEMPAC Offers a wide variety 
of full-week-long summer work-
shops for youth and teens, as well 
as one-off workshops and class 
sessions! From Musical Theatre 
Troupe themed musical weeks, to 
Broadway Bootcamp, to Dance – 
we have it all!

MUSICAL THEATRE 
WORKSHOP (ages 5-9)

Act! Sing! Dance! In this week-
long program, students will work 
on a short production presented at 
the end of the week

July 14 – 18: 101 Dalmatians
July 21 – 25: The Jungle Book
July 28 – August 1: Where the 

Wilds Things Are
BROADWAY BOOTCAMP 

JR (ages 10-13)
In this week-long program, 

tweens ages 10 – 13 will have 
the chance to learn, rehearse and 
perform selections of songs, danc-
es and scenes from some of your 
favorite musicals and plays

June 30th - July 3rd

BROADWAY BOOTCAMP 
(ages 12-15)

In this week-long program, 
teens ages 12 – 15 will have the 
chance to learn, rehearse and per-
form selections of songs, dances 
and scenes from some of your 
favorite musicals and plays

August 11 - 15
Visit nempacboston.org for 

more information and to register
 

SCHOOL OF FASHION 
DESIGN

Teen Program in Fashion Design
31 St. James Ave, 2nd fl, Boston, 

MA 02116
schooloffashiondesign.org

Spend your summer in style at 
the School of Fashion Design! If 
you are interested in fashion and 
sewing as a hobby or considering 
majoring in fashion design, this is 
the place to be this summer! Our 
program provides an introduction 
to the fashion design process, from 
conception to sketch to garment 
completion with no prior experi-
ence necessary. The curriculum is 
a taste of SFD’s adult Certificate 
in Fashion Design program and 
is taught by our expert faculty. 
Whether you’re a fashionista or 
aspire to a career in fashion, this is 
the course for you!

 
WALNUT HILL SCHOOL 

FOR THE ARTS
​12 Highland St.

Natick, MA 01760
walnuthillarts.org

Unlock your artistic potential 
this summer at Walnut Hill School 
for the Arts! Nestled on an idyllic 
campus just outside of Boston, we 
offer immersive one to four-week 
intensives designed for aspiring 
artists aged 12-18. With boarding 

and day options, students immerse 
themselves in intense rehearsals 
and skill-building workshops, 
all while forging lifelong friend-
ships with like-minded peers from 
around the globe. All programs 
include excursions into the city 
that enhance programming, such 
as visits to museums, exhibits and 

concerts. Under the guidance of 
world-class faculty, students can 
delve into a variety of disciplines, 
including chamber music, voice, 
jazz, theater, dance, visual art, 
fashion design, photography, and 
game design. https://www.walnut-
hillarts.org/summer Apply Now!

Summer in the City2025

Celebrating 

43 years of 
Summer

Fun!!

8 Whittier Place     Boston
 617-367-6239 

bostonchildrensschool.org

The 
Boston 
Children’s 
School

The Program

Register 
now!
Ages 3-8

JJuullyy  77  --  AAuugg..  1166,,  22002255

The Walnut Ballet.
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Special to the Patriot-Bridge

Spring is almost here, and so 
is Fitness Week for our active 
agers! Each year, Beacon Hill Vil-
lage (BHV) and Cindy Sullivan 
of Cindy Sullivan Fitness partner 
to offer a full week of free fitness 
classes in March for Boston’s older 
adults. This year marks the 9th 
time this program is being offered 
to adults aged 50 and over in Bos-
ton. Three of the classes will be 
virtual and two will be offered in 
person. The dates for this year’s 
fitness week are March 17-21, 
2025.

Spring is a great time to jump 
into or strengthen your fitness rou-
tine. Exercise is a cornerstone of 
healthy aging, and fitting physical 
activity into one’s day can improve 
life in many ways. Regular exer-
cise can improve strength and 
balance, boost mood and improve 
memory, and help manage or less-
en the impact of chronic diseases 
such as diabetes, heart disease, and 
osteoporosis. 

“Running our Spring into Aging 
Fitness Week program for the 
ninth year fills me with immense 

excitement and pride,” said Cindy 
Sullivan, Certified In-Home Per-
sonal Trainer and Midlife/Senior 
Fitness Specialist. “It’s not just 
about the years we’ve been at it, 
but the countless lives we’ve pos-
itively impacted. This program is 
about fostering community, pro-
moting vitality, and celebrating 
the incredible resilience of our 
senior participants!”

This year’s class lineup includes:
Monday, 3/17, 9:30 AM – 

stretch and flow (Zoom): This NO 
FLOOR stretch class is designed 
to increase flexibility and range 
of movement to improve activities 
of daily living. There is a combo 
of dynamic or flow stretching, 
with static stretching throughout 
class. At the end we will add deep 
breathing and final relaxation 
exercises to promote stress reduc-
tion and relaxation. Suitable for 
all fitness levels. 

Tuesday, 3/18, 10:30 AM – Bet-
ter Balance (In Person at Beacon 
House): Exercises and tips on the 
importance of staying strong and 
preventing falls. Balance is the 
cooperation between the brain, 
nervous system, muscle and bones, 

and the class will focus on improv-
ing that connection. Suitable for 
all fitness levels.

Wednesday, 3/19, 10:30 AM 
– Total Body Workout (Zoom): 
Join us for our traditional week-
ly workout for Active Agers. This 
class combines a little bit of every-
thing including low impact cardio, 
strength training, balance and 
flexibility to target the entire body. 
Hand weights (or alternative), a 
chair and 10 minutes of mat work 
will be included. Can be modified 
for many levels.

Thursday, 3/20, 10:30 AM – 
Strength & Conditioning (Zoom): 
Learn the most important exercis-
es to stay strong and independent. 
We will incorporate light hand 
weights (or alternatives such as 

canned goods), resistance bands 
(or towels), and body weight exer-
cises into this fun class! Help to 
improve overall strength and bal-
ance and increase bone density. 
Can be modified for many levels. 

Friday, 3/21, 10:30 AM – Func-
tional Fitness Over 50 (In Person 
at the Community Room at The 
Hub on Causeway): This workout 
will improve your “activities of 
daily living” – functional exercises 
that support four fitness goals for 
older adults: endurance, strength, 
balance, and flexibility. Can be 
modified for many fitness levels.

For this special week only, the 
class fee will be waived for all par-
ticipants. Advance registration is 
required for all classes. 

To register for one or any num-

ber of “Spring into Aging” classes 
and discover new and fun ways 
to incorporate physical activity 
into your day, call the BHV office 
at 617-723-9713 or visit the web-
site at www.beaconhillvillage.org/
events.   For questions on class 
descriptions or more event details 
email  cindysullivanfitness@gmail.
com. Don’t delay, classes are fill-
ing up fast.

Beacon Hill Village has been 
redefining aging in downtown 
Boston for two decades. We are 
a member-driven organization for 
Boston residents age 50 and over 
which provides programs and 
services so that members can lead 
vibrant, active, and healthy lives, 
while living in the homes and 
neighborhoods they love.

Beacon Hill Village and Cindy Sullivan Fitness team up 
to offer  Annual “Spring into Aging” free Fitness Week

Participants in the 2024 Spring into Aging Fitness Week.

Cindy Sullivan shown leading the fitness class in 2024.
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covered extensively in the Sep-
tember 19th (https://charlestown-
bridge.com/2024/09/19/plan-
ning-department-hosts-meeting-
on-chain-forge-building-by-mi-
chael-coughlin-jr/) and November 
14th (https://charlestownbridge.
com/2024/11/14/chain-forge-rfp-
process-and-brownfields-grant-
discussed-at-meeting/) editions of 
the Patriot-Bridge. 

However, according to Scott 
Greenhalgh, a real estate devel-
opment officer with the Planning 
Department, last week’s meeting 
objective was to “review the devel-
opment objectives we drafted, as 
well as the draft design guidelines 
and evaluation criteria.” 

These development objectives, 
which were created through com-
munity feedback, emphasized 
mixed-use adaptation, historic 
preservation, public destination, 
and resilient design. 

Greenhalgh also said, “It’s also 
expected that the proposal follows 
the recent resilience initiatives in 
the Charlestown Navy Yard given 
its location within a Coastal Flood 
Resilience Overlay District.” 

“It’s also important that the 
design incorporates sustainable 
and green building practices.” 

Additionally, Greenhalgh 
highlighted the key urban design 
guidelines. These guidelines call 
for preserving the structure, incor-
porating complete street guide-
lines, encouraging multi-modal 
transportation options, and more. 

Finally, the criteria by which 
eventual proposals will be evalu-
ated were also revealed. The crite-
ria are as follows: demonstration 
of ability to execute the project as 
presented and strength of finan-
cial plan, development program, 
exceptional design and public 
realm, and diversity and inclusion 
plan. 

After the presentation, the floor 
was opened for comments and 
questions from the public. 

One resident asked about the 
environmental remediation tied to 
the project. Specifically, the Plan-
ning Department applied for an 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Brownfields cleanup grant 
to help with site cleanup. 

This resident was concerned 
about the current uncertainty 
related to federal funding and 
wondered if the project would be 
halted if the Planning Department 
did not receive the grant or if there 
were backup plans. 

Greenhalgh, who noted that 
they have not heard back about the 
grant yet, said, “I think we’ll look 
at other sources of funding either 
at the state level or other financial 
sources if the EPA Brownfields 
grant is not given to us.” 

Yoon Cha, a real estate devel-
opment officer at the Planning 
Department, also provided more 
information regarding the ques-
tion and said, “The project will 
continue to pursue potential fund-
ing from other sources as they 
become available.” 

Another resident suggested cre-
ating a survey to help residents 
express their ideas about what 
they want to see at the site and 
narrow down the possibilities. 

A question was also raised 
regarding whether this RFP would 
differ from the past since other 
proposals, like the aforementioned 
hotel, fell through. 

Greenhalgh said that the mar-
ket differed from past years and 
that the Brownfields grant is an 
example of steps taken to find 
more funding for the project. 

Questions related to trans-
portation and parking were also 
raised. One resident wondered if 
other means of public transpor-

tation were planned for the site 
since the 93 bus is currently the 
only option, and there is limited 
parking in the area. 

In response, Rebecca Tomaso-
vic, director of real estate at the 
Planning Department, indicated 
that transportation improvements 
are beyond the scope of this spe-
cific project but are something 
they are looking at in general and 
mentioned there may be some bike 
infrastructure. 

Another resident wondered 
why parking on the site was not 
feasible. Greenhalgh chalked it up 
to zoning regulations, and Cha 
also noted that parts of the reme-
diation and the site’s location in a 
flood zone also hamper the ability 

to include parking. 
Following the discussion, 

Greenhalgh provided an over-
view of the next steps. The RFP is 
being drafted and is planned to be 
released in late spring. Developers 
will then be able to submit their 
proposals. 

After the proposals are sub-
mitted, they will be presented at 
a community meeting in quarter 
three or four of this year. 

For more information about 
this process, to view the record-
ings of all meetings, and to make 
comments, visit https://bit.ly/
ChainForge. The current com-
ment period closes on March 12.

Chain Forge (from pg. 1)

SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Times encourages residents to submit engagement, wedding 
and birth announcements, news releases, business and education 

briefs, sports stories and photos for publication. Items should 
be forwarded to our offices at 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 

02151.   We also encourage readers to e-mail news releases and 
photos to deb@reverejournal.com.

Lesley University and BHCC announce joint admissions agreement
 Special to the Patriot-Bridge

 Lesley University and Bunker 
Hill Community College (BHCC) 
are excited to announce the renew-
al of their Joint Admissions Trans-
fer Program, which has helped 
hundreds of Boston-area students 
who opt into the program com-
plete their bachelor’s degrees and 
is expected to help hundreds more.

The Lesley-Bunker Hill Joint 
Admissions Program, established 
in 2015, has provided over 350 
students with a pathway to degree 
completion. Students interested in 
earning a degree in one of Lesley’s 
four pillars of study—education, 
mental health and wellbeing, art 
and design, or liberal arts and 
business—are admitted to both 
schools as first-year students and 
earn credits at Bunker Hill that 
will transfer to Lesley. Then, these 

students enter Lesley as juniors, 
having already established solid 
relationships with Lesley’s faculty 
and staff, with an understanding 
of how Lesley works, and know-
ing what they need to do and how 
Lesley will help them complete 
their degree. Lesley University 
President Janet L. Steinmayer says, 
“Lesley University is grateful to 
be able to continue to strengthen 
opportunities for students interest-
ed in careers in education, mental 
health and the arts, and to be able 
to help fill the gap in some of these 
critically need professions.”

Bunker Hill Community Col-
lege President Pam Y. Eddinger 
says “This joint admissions agree-
ment between Lesley University 
and Bunker Hill Community Col-
lege will give students a seamless 
path from associate to bachelor’s 

degree, with the support they need 
to be successful every step of the 
way.”  She adds, “BHCC and Les-
ley have a long history of collab-
oration, and this partnership will 
pave the way toward professional 
and economic mobility for our 
student

Lesley University is proud to 
be the first private university to 
partner with Bunker Hill Commu-
nity College in a Joint Admissions 
Program, and proud to continue 
this program for another decade.   
Learn more about this ground-
breaking program here.

Lesley University  graduates 
more mental health professionals 
than any other college or univer-
sity in New England. Located just 
outside of Boston near Harvard 
and Porter Squares in the vibrant 
city of Cambridge, Massachusetts, 

Lesley is renowned for its unique 
portfolio of programs focused on 
Education, Mental Health and Art 
and Design. The university also 
offers Liberal Arts and Business 
Programs that support these key 
disciplines and a special program, 
the Threshold Program, for neuro-
diverse students seeking a college 
experience to learn independent 
living and working skills. About 
two-thirds of Lesley’s more than 
4,500 students are graduate stu-
dents; one-third are undergradu-
ate and Threshold students. More 
at Lesley.edu. 

With more than 50 years of 
academic excellence, Bunker Hill 
Community College is Massachu-
setts' largest community college, 
annually welcoming a diverse 
community of around 16,000 stu-
dents. With campuses in Charles-

town and Chelsea, BHCC extends 
its reach across several locations in 
Greater Boston. The College offers 
associate degrees and certificates, 
early college and dual enrollment, 
community education, corporate 
training, and industry-specific 
training programs. BHCC is cel-
ebrated for its diversity, boasting 
a student body where 65% iden-
tify as people of color and more 
than half are women. The College 
also embraces a global perspec-
tive, with over 600 international 
students representing 90 coun-
tries and conversing in more than 
65 languages. Our commitment 
to diversity is further reflected in 
BHCC's designation as a Hispanic 
Serving Institution (HSI) and an 
Asian American Native American 
Pacific Islander Serving Institution 
(AANAPISI).
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Story & Photos by Marianne Salza

Committing oneself to pause 
and savor a cup of coffee is a 
practice of self-care. Cobblestones 
owner, Jennifer Gallagher, starts 
each day with the intention of 
adhering to this morning ritual: 
drinking coffee prepared hot with 
oat milk and sugar, and served in 
a white cup and saucer for charm. 
Inevitably, Gallagher becomes dis-
tracted by tasks after her first sip; 
but arranging a breakfast spread 
of fresh parfaits and quiche is 
one expression of love that she is 
always devoted to.

On February 11, Gallagher 
invited The Chestnuts Group – a 
non-profit, social organization for 
Boston women over 50 -- to her 
Beacon Hill eatery to share a meal 
with new friends. The ladies have 
bonded over the past three years 
since Gallagher opened her café, 
where The Chestnuts often meet 
for their Community Coffees, a 
morning or early afternoon event 
held once or twice a month at a 
local coffee shop. Members indi-
vidually purchase their own coffee 

or tea, and The Chestnuts Group 
provides pastries.

“I love the activities that they 
do in the city, together. I was 
always curious about them. I was 
very happy to be accepted into 
membership,” said Gallagher, 
who begrudgingly admitted that 
she met the age requirement to 
qualify. “It’s a fun, low-key group 
of women who are out for good, 
clean fun. It’s special.”

The Back Bay resident revealed 
that she has not developed friends 
like The Chestnuts since college, 
and that the club is a unique 
opportunity in an urban setting. 
As society continues to evolve, 
Gallagher considers The Chest-
nuts Group as a remarkable, safe 
space.

“It’s a wonderful addition in 
our world,” expressed Gallagher.

Nellie King, who became a 
Chestnut this past fall, regularly 
attends Community Coffees. For-
merly from San Diego, California, 
King joined in hopes of making 
more friends to enjoy life and 
experience Boston with.

“A lot of people later in life 
move to the city, and when they 
do that, all of the friends that they 
had get left behind. I think women 
– especially at our age – are look-
ing for new connections. They’ve 
raised their kids and are ready 
to start a new phase,” explained 
King, a Back Bay resident. “It’s 
great. Everybody is super friendly. 
It’s easy to talk to people.”

Also new to Massachusetts is 
Donna Hellman, who has been a 
Chestnut for three years. A friend 
of hers from back home in New 
York, moved to Boston, and sug-
gested she join the community. 
Now the Back Bay resident enjoys 
participating in the wide range of 
activities, from cultural tours to 
canasta.

“A lot of our members are peo-
ple who have raised their children 
in the suburbs and have moved 
back to Boston,” noted Hell-
man. It’s a nice, eclectic group of 
women. We’re interested in friend-
ship and bonding.”

Hellman describes The Chest-
nuts as a group of like-minded 

women who are enthusiastic, 
interested, and engaged, which is 
precisely what she was in search of 
and found.

On February 14, Hellman 
organized the second meeting of a 
new Chestnut event, a Documen-
tary Film Group, which began in 
January with a discussion about 
Martha Stewart. Each month, 
members can screen a documenta-
ry that is chosen by consensus, and 
viewed at their leisure before the 
meeting. The Documentary Film 
Group then gathers for a thought-
ful exchange about the movie.

“The conversation develops 
organically,” said Hellman, who 
facilitated the conversation held 
at the Capitol One Café. “We’re 
really excited because one is on 
human rights, and one is on med-
ical care. These are both relevant 
topics today.”

The ladies viewed two works 
by documentary filmmaker and 
new Chestnuts member, Lorie 
Conway.

“Forgotten: Ellis Island,” which 
has a companion book, expands 
on the immigration hospital locat-
ed on Ellis Island, New York. The 
massive 22-building facility was 
constructed during a time when 
there were no antibiotics created 
to fight the exotic diseases infect-
ing those arriving to the immigra-
tion station.

“It’s about the lost chapter in 

immigration history,” said Con-
way. “Ellis Island was the largest 
port of entry for European immi-
gration during the turn of the 20th 
century. Many of them were sick. 
The saying was, ‘If you weren’t 
sick when you got on the steam-
ship, and you landed in New York 
Harbor three weeks later, you 
might be sick.’”

Conway is one of the 40% of 
Americans today who can trace 
their lineage to the immigrants 
who entered the United States 
through Ellis Island. She finds it 
impressive that only 1% of the 12 
million immigrants were deported 
from Ellis Island for medical rea-
sons.

“These doctors and nurses on 
Ellis Island were faced with thou-

+1 617 242-0663

1 Thompson Square 
Charlestown MA, Suite #203

Charlestown
DENTAL CARE

We love to see you               !smile

The Chestnuts: Community and 
Conversation for women over 50

Karen Fiorile, Maura Harty, Kristen Pluntze, Tina Truedson, Jennifer Gallagher, Nellie King, Judy Newton, 
Cynthia Kelly, Paige Lescure, and Lisa Purcell.

Cynthia Kelly enjoying conversation and coffee during The Chesnuts 
Group Community Coffees at Cobblestones on February 11.

The Chesnuts Group member and 
documentary filmmaker, Lorie 
Conway, describing her projects: 
“Forgotten: Ellis Island,” and 
“Beatrice”

Eleni Kinney and Anna 
Protopapas, Documentary Film 
Group members.

See CHESTNUTS Page 13
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sands of patients. They knew they 
could get sick themselves; and 
yet, they were there day after day, 
taking care of these patients with 
compassion,” Conway empha-
sized. “In spite of nativism, which 
we are experiencing today, there 
was a prevailing attitude that the 
immigrants were good for us. The 
debate continues: do we take them 
in or do we not? I think we’re a 
better nation with immigrants.”

The second documentary illus-
trates the life and work of Beatrice 
Mtetwa, a civil rights lawyer in 
Zimbabwe, a country of desperate 
starvation and conditions.

“In a country where courage 
can get you killed, the dramatic 
series, ‘Beatrice,’ tells the story 
about one of the bravest women 
in the world,” Conway exclaimed. 
“This is a story that is near and 
dear to my heart. Nothing has 

changed in Zimbabwe. The sys-
tem is dysfunctional and remains 
a corrupt country. A huge diaspo-
ra has left the country; and only 
those without the means to leave 
remain there if they’re not the rul-

ing elite.”
Conway believes that the doc-

umentaries about Ellis Island and 
Beatrice Mtetwa are relevant top-
ics today.

“Being a filmmaker of these 

kinds of stories elevates their voic-
es because they’re strong and pas-
sionate about what they do,” said 
Conway, who enjoyed sharing her 
experiences with fellow Chestnuts.

Chestnuts (from pg. 2)

February 23 - March 15, 2025
Browse menus and

reserve a table

DIG IN TO DINE OUT

Presented by In Partnership with

DINEOUTBOSTON.COM

The Massachusetts Associ-
ation for Community Action 
(MASSCAP) honored Senator Sal 
DiDomenico and Rep. Marjorie 
Decker with their Community 
Action Champion awards at their 
public policy briefing. Richelle 
Cromwell, Executive Director 
of Chelsea’s Community Action 
Programs Inter-City, and Tina 
Alu, Executive Director of the 
Cambridge Economic Opportu-
nity Committee (CEOC), spoke 
at the briefing to highlight their 
anti-poverty work and the impor-
tance of their collaboration with 
Senator DiDomenico and Rep. 
Decker.

“I am proud to stand with all 
the community action agencies in 
my district and across our state to 
fight against poverty and support 
individuals and families in need 
of food, housing, healthcare, and 
essential services,” said Senator 
Sal DiDomenico. “I look forward 
to working with MASSCAP and 
my colleagues this legislative ses-
sion to ensure we support people 
in need throughout the Common-
wealth.”

COMMUNITY ACTION ASSOCIATION HONORS SENATOR DIDOMENICO

Senator DiDomenico speaking at the event next to 
Rep. Marjorie Decker.

Senator Sal DiDomenico and Rep. Decker with their awards and the Communi-
ty Action Agency leaders who introduced them,  Richelle Cromwell, Executive 
Director of Chelsea’s Community Action Programs Inter-City (far left), and Tina 
Alu, Executive Director of the Cambridge Economic Opportunity Committee (far 
right).
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PLEASE PATRONIZE 
OUR ADVERTISERS

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Chimneys • Fireplaces 
Cellar Floors • Restoration
French Drains • Repointing

Free Estimates, Lic. & Ins.

Local References

Phil - 617-230-3490

Ryan 
Masonry

Licensed & insured 
Complete electrical services 
www.johnpmchughelectric.com
Jmchugh447@gmail.com 

reccapainting
@hotmail.com
reccapainting

@hotmail.com

JOHN J. RECCA
PAINTING
CoCommercial/Residential

Interior/Exterior
Fully Insured
Quality WorkQuality Work

Reasonable RatesReasonable Rates
Free EstimatesFree Estimates

781-241-2454

Charlestown Patriot-Bridge 
Pick-Up Locations

Newtowne Market...........................  87 Medford St.

Community Center.........................  255 Medford St.

365 Convenience Store...................  275 Medford St.

Annas Café.....................................  275 Medford St.

Jenny’s Pizza...................................  320 Medford St.

Waverly Café..............................  229 Bunker Hill St.

Bunker Hill Liquors....................  200 Bunker Hill St.

Kennedy Center............................  55 Bunker Hill St.

McCarthy’s Liquors............................  9 Moulton St.

Bunker Hill Cleaners.............................. Moulton St.

Police Station........................... 20 Vine St. Hayes Sq.

Santander Bank........................ 437 Rutherford Ave. 

7/11 Store............................................. 269 Main St.

Zelma Lacey House...........................  9 W School St.

Gatehouse Apartment.....................  75 W School St.

Ace Hardware................................ Bunker Hill Mall

CVS................................................ Bunker Hill Mall

Citizens Bank.................................. Bunker Hill Mall

Whole Food Market....................... Bunker Hill Mall

MGH Health Care Center....................... 73 High St.

7/11 Store............................................Thompson Sq.

Charlestown Liquors.......................... Thompson Sq.

Starbucks............................................ Thompson Sq.

Cambridge Savings............................. Thompson Sq.

Warren Tavern..................  2 Pleasant St. & Main St.

Constellation Wharf Condos. 1 Constellation Wharf

Harborview......................................... 250 First Ave.

Basilica..................................................  106 13th St.

Anchorage Apartment........................  103 13th Ave.

Parris Landing......................................  42 Eighth St.

Tuttles Clevergreen Cleaners............... 197 Eighth St.

Flagship Wharf.................................... 197 Eighth St.

Style Café............................................. 197 Eighth St.

Building 104.........................................104 First Ave.

Building 110.........................................110 First Ave.

MGH Institute........................................26 First Ave.

7/11 Store.................................................1 First Ave.

Sorelle Café.............................................100 City Sq.

Geek For Hire

617-241-9664
617-515-2933

C  o  m  p  u  t  e  r    c  o  n  s  u  l  t  a  n  t    a  v  a  i  l  a  b  l  e    f  o  r    home or business. 

•  PC support & networking of all types with  
focus on secure Internet access (wired & wireless), 

•  broadband router & firewall technology, 
• virus detection/prevention,  
• spam control & data security/recovery.

ServiceS include:

LEGAL NOTICE
LEGAL NOTICE

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and
Family Court

CITATION GIVING
NOTICE OF 

PETITION FOR
APPOINTMENT OF
GUARDIAN FOR
INCAPACITATED

PERSON PURSUANT 
TO G.L. C. 190B, 
ss5-304
Docket No. 
SU25P0442GD
Suffolk Probate and
Family Court
24 New Chardon Street

Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300
In the matter of:
Catherine Thornton
Of: Boston, MA
RESPONDENT Alleged 
Incapacitated Person
To the named Respondent 
and all other interested 
persons, a petition has 
been filed by Massachu-
setts General Hospital of 
Boston, MA in the above 
captioned matter alleging 
that Catherine Thornton is 
in need of a Guardian and 
requesting that (or some 
other suitable person) be 
appointed as Guardian to 
serve on the bond.

The petition asks the court 
to determine that the Re-
spondent is incapacitated, 
that the appointment of a 
Guardian is necessary, and 
that the proposed Guard-
ian is appropriate.  The 
petition is on file with this 
court and may contain a 
request for certain specific 
authority.
You have the right to 
object to this proceeding. If 
you wish to do so, you or 
your attorney must file a 
written appearance at this 
court on or before 10:00 
A.M. on the return date of 
03/27/2025. This day is 
NOT a hearing date, but 

a deadline date by which 
you have to file the written 
appearance if you object to 
the petition. If you fail the 
written appearance by the 
return date, action may be 
taken in this matter with-
out further notice to you. 
In addition to filing the 
written appearance, you or 
your attorney must file a 
written affidavit stating the 
specific facts and grounds 
of your objection within 30 
days after the return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this 
proceeding may limit or 
completely take away the 
above-named person’s 

right to make decisions 
about personal affairs or 
financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person 
has the right to ask for a 
lawyer. Anyone may make 
this request on behalf of 
the above-named person. 
If the above-named person 
cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at 
State expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: February 28, 2025
Stephanie L. Everett
Register of Probate

03/07/25
BH

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE
North Washington Street Bridge

The Construction Look-Ahead  
through March 15 for the North 
Washington Street Bridge is as fol-
lows:

Scheduled Work
• West sidewalk/deck concrete 

placements
• West deck waterproofing 

preparation
• Marine fender pile concrete fill
• Lovejoy Walkway plank 

installation
• FRP fascia screening installa-

tion
Work Hours

• Monday through Friday from 
6 a.m. to 6 p.m.

• Saturday from 6 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Travel Tips

For everyone using the east side-
walk of the new bridge, please help 
share the space: walk to the right, 
walk bikes, and be mindful of peo-
ple coming from both directions, if 
walking in a large group.

Drivers should take care to pay 
attention to all signage and move 
carefully through the work zone. 
Police details, lane markings, tem-
porary barriers, traffic cones, sig-
nage, and other tools will be used 
to control traffic and create safe 
work zones.

The Tudor Wharf Walkway 
(under the bridge next to the water 
in Paul Revere Park) will be inter-
mittently closed for safety during 
construction operations, with 
access provided via the Water Street 
underpass. The Boston Harbor-
walk under the bridge and eastern/
harborside bridge sidewalk remain 
closed until rebuilt.

The contractor is coordinat-
ing with the TD Garden and local 
police to provide awareness and 
manage traffic impacts during 
events. For your awareness, the 
following TD Garden events are 
scheduled during this look-ahead 

period:
• Bruins: March 11, at 7 p.m., 

and March 15 at 7 p.m.
• Celtics: March 6 at 7:30 p.m., 

March 8 at 8:30 p.m., March 10 at 
7:30 p.m., and March 12 at 7:30 
p.m.

• Other events: March 7 at 7 
p.m., March 14at 6:30 p.m.

How can I find more informa-
tion?

Stay up-to-date and informed by 
following @MassDOT on X, for-
merly known as Twitter, and Mass 
511 for real-time updates, visiting 
the project website, or emailing us 
with any questions.

You can also sign up to receive 
project updates via email by click-
ing this link.

Project website: Mass.gov/
north-washington-street-bridge-re-
placement

Project email: NorthWashing-
tonStreet@dot.state.ma.us

ADVERTISE IN THE 

PATRIOT-BRIDGE

CALL 781-485-0588
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Elite
253 Main St. • Charlestown • 617-241-5566

www.c21elite.com
Sales • Rentals • Free Market Analysis

Certified Buyer Agents

R e a l  E s t a t e  Tr a n s f e r s
 BUYER 1	 SELLER 1                 ADDRESS            PRICE
7 Eden St LLC	 Elkayam, Diana	 1 Eden St #203             	 $1,760,000
Rigassio, James C       	 Marie Adele Maffei RET  	 106 13th St #306          	 $540,000  
Foresight Investments Inc	 Schertell, James K	 28 Brighton St           	 $1,050,000   
Phoebe E Hart RET     	 Joseph S Hart Irt     	 374-398 Bunker Hill St #305   $1,550,000 
 Rb Equities LLC	 Lewis Parker LLC	 7 Parker St          	 $1,875,000  

EAST BOSTON: 1bdrm, nr. Piers Park, w/d, d/d, wide pine floors, deck, partial water views,
no pets, $1800, avl 3/1 (617)568-9626

APT FOR RENT

     

    
     
  


   
  
  


    
  
    
  
 

   
   
   


             
    
  


      
    
  


   
        
    
 

                
  
   


     
     
            


All real estate advertising in this  
newspaper is subject to the Federal 

Fair Housing Act of 1968, which 
makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial status 
(number of children and or preg-
nancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any inten-
tion to make any such preference, 

limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly 

accept any advertising for real 
estate that is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 

informed that all dwellings adver-
tising in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain about discrimi-

nation call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 

“ HUD” toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. For the N.E. area, call HUD 

at 617-565-5308. The toll free 
number for the hearing impaired 

is 1-800-927-9275.
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When you change your clocks, check your alarms
Special to the Patriot-Bridge

With daylight saving time 
beginning on March 9, Massa-
chusetts fire officials are reminding 
residents to check their smoke and 
carbon monoxide (CO) alarms 
when they change their clocks.

“Working smoke and CO 
alarms are your family’s first line 
of defense against an emergency 
at home,” said State Fire Marshal 
Jon M. Davine. “As we spring 
forward this weekend, remem-
ber to check your alarms when 
you change your clocks. Be sure 
they’re present on every level of 
your home and within their use-
ful lifespan. And unless you have 
newer alarms with sealed, long-
life batteries, this is a great time to 
replace the alkaline batteries in all 
your alarms.”

“Smoke and CO alarms are like 
any other appliance – they don’t 
last forever,” said Foxborough 
Fire Chief Michael Kelleher, presi-

dent of the Fire Chiefs Association 
of Massachusetts. “An alarm’s 
manufacturing date is printed on 
the back of the device. Smoke 
alarms need to be replaced after 
10 years, and carbon monoxide 
alarms need to be replaced after 5, 
7, or 10 years, depending on the 
make and model. If your alarm is 
out of date, or if there’s no date at 
all, it’s time to replace it.”

Most Fire Deaths Take Place at 
Home Overnight

Of the 50 fire deaths in Mas-
sachusetts last year,[1] 80% took 
place in dwellings – and more than 
half of these took place between 
8:00 pm and 7:00 am. Overall, 
DFS code compliance officers 
could only confirm that smoke 
alarms were present and operat-
ed at about 35% of the fatal fire 
scenes they inspected.

“Here in Massachusetts, most 
fire deaths take place at home and 
they’re most common during the 
overnight hours when we’re sleep-

ing,” State Fire Marshal Davine 
said. “Tragically, we see this fact 
pattern play out again and again, 
especially with seniors in homes 
without working smoke alarms.”

Older Adults at Greatest Risk
More than half of last year’s 

residential fire deaths involved 
adults aged 65 and older. State Fire 
Marshal Davine and Chief Kelle-
her asked residents to check in on 
older relatives, friends, and neigh-
bors who may need help install-
ing, testing, or replacing their 
alarms. Seniors can also contact 
their local fire department, coun-
cil on aging, or senior center for 
assistance: Department of Fire Ser-
vices’ Senior SAFE grant program 
awarded nearly half a million 
dollars to fire departments across 
Massachusetts last year to support 
assistance with alarm installation 
and testing.
Replacing an out-of-date alarm?

The Massachusetts Compre-
hensive Fire Safety Code requires 

replacement battery-operated 
smoke alarms in older one- and 
two-family homes to have sealed, 
long-life batteries and a hush fea-
ture. These alarms are easier to 
maintain and less likely to be dis-
abled while cooking or by some-
one using the batteries for other 
household appliances.

“Disabling a smoke alarm puts 
you and everyone in your build-
ing at risk,” said Chief Kelleher. 
“Never remove the batteries from 
a smoke alarm until it’s time to 
replace the batteries or the alarm 
itself.”

Fire officials recommend that 
you choose alarms from a well-
known, national brand. Look 
for the mark of an independent 
testing laboratory such as UL or 
Intertek. Many Massachusetts fire 
departments have found alarms 
purchased through Amazon and 
other online retailers that do not 
meet the Fire Code – and may 
not perform when they’re needed 

most.
“If the price seems too good to 

be true, then it probably is,” said 
State Fire Marshal Davine.

Carbon Monoxide Hazards
Heating equipment is the lead-

ing source of carbon monoxide at 
home, Chief Kelleher said, and CO 
remains a hazard even in warmer 
weather. While many carbon mon-
oxide incidents involve furnaces 
and other heating appliances, CO 
is also produced by stoves, grills, 
and vehicles, as well as generators 
put into use during a power out-
age.

“Massachusetts firefighters 
report detecting carbon monoxide 
at about 5,000 calls each year,” 
said Chief Kelleher. “We can’t see, 
smell, or taste this silent, invisible 
killer. Working CO alarms are 
the only way to detect it. Please 
be sure you have them in place at 
home. If you hear them sounding, 
get out to fresh air right away and 
call 9-1-1 for help.”

Healey declares March to be American Red Cross Month
Special to the Patriot-Bridge

Gov. Maura Healey has issued 
a proclamation declaring March 
to be American Red Cross Month 
in Massachusetts, joining a nation-
al celebration of the work of Red 
Cross volunteers.

This tradition began over 80 
years ago when President Franklin 
Roosevelt issued the first national 
Red Cross Month proclamation.

“Since Massachusetts’ own 
Clara Barton founded the Ameri-
can Red Cross over 140 years ago, 
multiple generations have stepped 
up to deliver relief and care across 
our country and around the world, 
bringing out the best of humanity 
in times of crisis,” reads the proc-
lamation. “More than 2,400 Red 
Cross volunteers in Massachusetts 
remain unwavering in their com-
mitment to prevent and alleviate 

human suffering in the face of 
emergency.”

In addition to responding to 
home fires and other local disas-
ters an average of twice a day 
around the state, Red Crossers 
who live in Massachusetts have 
already deployed more than 300 
times since July 2024 to aid large 
disaster relief operations in other 
parts of the country, including 
the California wildfires and Hur-
ricanes Helene and Milton which 
impacted several Southeastern 
states. In fact, 2024 recorded 
the second-highest number of 
billion-dollar disasters in a sin-
gle year, due to major events like 
hurricanes, floods and tornadoes, 
according to the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration.

  Governor Healey’s proclama-
tion will be displayed TODAY 
MARCH 5 at the State House in 

Nurses Hall, from 10-3, then will 
be brought to it’s permanent loca-
tion at a Red Cross office.

The American Red Cross shel-
ters, feeds and provides emotion-
al support to victims of disas-
ters; supplies about 40% of the 
nation's blood; teaches skills that 
save lives; provides international 
humanitarian aid; and supports 
military members and their fam-
ilies. The Red Cross is a not-for-
profit organization that depends 
on volunteers and the generosity 
of the American public to perform 
its mission. For more information, 
please visit redcross.org/MA or 
CruzRojaAmericana.org. Follow 
us on social media: Red Cross of 
Massachusetts on Facebook and 
LinkedIn, @RedCrossMA on X 
(formerly Twitter) @AmericanRe-
dCross on Instagram and TikTok.
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By Penny & Ed Cherubino

We have reminders on our cal-
endar to license our dog in March. 
Typically, we receive email and 
snail mail reminders from the City 
of Boston. Massachusetts law 
requires all dogs to be licensed 
with their city or town by April 1st 
of each year. 

There are many good reasons 
to license your dog. In addition to 
being a legal requirement, licens-
ing dogs is a form of advocacy. 
Adding your residence to the list 
of homes with dogs supports orga-
nizations fighting for services for 
those who share their lives with 
companion animals. 

It’s easy for politicians to ignore 
the wishes of dog owners when 
setting funds for recreational space 
and services when the official 
number of dogs is vastly decreased 
by those who don’t get a license. 
In addition, dog walkers, kennels, 
dog parks, and some residential 
buildings require licensing.

Finally, the lack of a license says 
something about you should you 
ever face a legal situation regard-
ing your dog. Something that 
might result in a warning could 
escalate to a fine when an enforce-

ment official sees you as a scofflaw. 
In the case of a lawsuit or an insur-
ance issue, your lack of a license 
could undermine your credibility.

Rabies Vaccination Required
You must have proof of a cur-

rent rabies vaccination to license 
your dog. With rabies vaccina-
tions, you don’t have a choice 
since state law requires, “Each 
owner or keeper of a dog, cat or 
ferret that is 6 months of age or 
older shall cause such dog, cat 
or ferret to be vaccinated against 
rabies by a licensed veterinarian 
using a licensed vaccine ...” 

However, Massachusetts is one 
state that allows medical exemp-
tions for rabies vaccinations. There 
are precise guidelines that begin 
with your veterinarian explaining 
to the licensing agency why your 
dog should not be vaccinated at 
this time. Refer to Chapter 93 Sec-
tion 145B of Massachusetts laws 
for details.

Below are the Low-cost Rabies 
Clinics scheduled in Boston. Your 
municipality may have a simi-
lar program. Non-residents can’t 
license their dogs at these clinics. 
However, they can get a rabies 
vaccination for $10.

RABIES VACCINE FEES 
for Cats and Dogs

• Boston residents: $5
• Boston residents over the age 

of 70: $2 
• Non-residents: $10

2025  Clinic Dates and Locations
• DORCHESTER | MARCH 1. 

BCYF Perkins Community Center 
| 155 Talbot Ave. 

• WEST ROXBURY | MARCH 
15. BCYF Roche Community 
Center | 1716 Centre St.

• SOUTH END | APRIL 5. Ani-
mal Rescue League of Boston | 10 
Chandler St.

• DORCHESTER | MARCH 1. 
BCYF Perkins Community Center 
| 155 Talbot Ave.

• JAMAICA PLAIN | MAY 3. 
BCYF Curtis Hall Community 
Center | 20 South St.

• EAST BOSTON | MARCH 

29. BCYF Pino Community Cen-
ter | 86 Boardman St.

• CHARLESTOWN | APRIL 
12. BCYF Charlestown Commu-
nity Center | 255 Medford St.

• ROXBURY | MAY 31. BCYF 
Condon Community Center | 200 
D St.

• SOUTH BOSTON | MAY 17. 
BCYF Condon Community Cen-
ter | 200 D St.

Do you have a question or topic 
for City Paws? Email Penny@Bos-
tonZest.com with your request.

City Paws

License Your Dog

WE VALUE AND RESTORE
The Things You LOVE

APPRAISALS
 Fair Market, Insurance & Retail
 Estate & Charitable
Online Valuations

RESTORATION
 Furniture & Upholstery
 Paintings & Other Works of Art
Decorative Arts & Collectibles

Manzi Appraisers & Restora� on
22 Prospect St, #8, Woburn, MA, 01801 | 20 Park Plaza, #400-14, Boston, MA 02116

(Main Office)                                         (Satellite Office) 
617-999-3705  www.manziappraisers.com

Scan Me

ART MANAGEMENT
 Frame Restoration & Custom Framing
 Transportation & Installation
 Photography & Cataloging

RELOCATION MANAGEMENT
 Luxury Packing & Crating
Organizing Logistics
 Post Move Repairs & Disposal

We received our license at the well-organized Animal Rescue League Clinic last year. 


