
Special to the Patriot-Bridge

Boston City Councilor Gabri-
ela Coletta Zapata (District 1) 
proudly honored Robert Lewis 
Jr., President and CEO of the Boys 
& Girls Clubs of Boston, during 
the Boston City Council’s Black 
History Month celebration. This 
year’s event recognized Black 
Legacy Leaders and Black Future 
Leaders, highlighting individuals 

whose contributions, resilience, 
and impact continue to shape 
communities across the city.

“It is an incredible honor to 
celebrate a true leader, a visionary, 
and a champion for racial equity—
Robert Lewis Jr. His impact on the 
City of Boston is immeasurable, 
and his dedication to uplifting city 
kids and fostering change has left 
an indelible mark on our city’s 
history,” said Councilor Coletta 

Zapata.
Robert Lewis Jr.’s journey is 

one of resilience, service, and an 
unwavering commitment to jus-
tice. Growing up in East Boston, 
he witnessed firsthand the painful 
realities of racial division during 
the era of busing in the 1970s. At 
just 13 years old, he lived through 
the turmoil that reshaped Boston’s 
neighborhoods—firebombings, 
school violence, and a fractured 
community. Rather than allow-
ing that trauma to define him, 
he transformed his experiences 

Special to the Patriot-Bridge

Senator Sal DiDomenico filed 
over 80 bills this January marking 
the beginning of the 2025-2026 
Legislative Session. Senator DiDo-
menico is focused on passing leg-
islation and securing funding on 
a wide range of issues from sup-
porting working families in need, 
to providing the best education for 
our youngest generation, to mak-
ing our government work better 
for people regardless of their back-
ground or spoken language.

“I am excited about the bills I 
have filed and the coalitions we are 
working with this legislative ses-
sion that will improve the well-be-
ing of children and people in need 
across the Commonwealth,” said 
Senator Sal DiDomenico. “I look 
forward to building on the momen-

tum and success of the last session 
to advance priorities important to 
my constituents such as preserv-
ing affordable housing, increasing 
cash assistance to families in deep 
poverty, ensuring everyone has 
access to nutritious food, protect-
ing our environment, spurring our 
economy forward, and standing 
up for workers’ rights.”

Below is just a handful of prior-
ity bills that Senator DiDomenico 
will be spearheading this session:

• Lifting kids out of deep pover-
ty: This legislation would increase 
cash assistance to families below 
50% of the poverty line.

• Preventing wage theft: This 
legislation would ensure there 
is strong accountability for con-
tractors and subcontractors who 
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CNC MEETING DATES
CNC General Meeting, Tuesday, March 4,  7 p.m., at the Knights 

of Columbus. The Charlestown Neighborhood Council will hold an 
in-person public meeting on Tuesday, March 4, from 7 to 9 p.m. at 
the Knights of Columbus, 545 Medford Street. The agenda includes 
an update from Councilor Coletta. Please bring your questions and 
concerns, or email them to cnc02129@gmail.com. 

(Bills Pg. 7)

For the latest news in Charlestown that you need to know, check Charlestownbridge.com

Special to the Patriot-Bridge

In January of 2025, the mem-
bers of the Monument Square 
Study Committee were sworn in 
at the City Clerk's Office. Soon, 
the members will meet to dis-
cuss establishing the Monument 
Square Landmark District as the 
city's 11th historic district and 
Charlestown's first. The Com-
mittee will recommend district 
boundaries, regulatory standards 
and areas of purview.

The proposed designation of 
the Monument Square Landmark 

District was initiated in 2022 
after a petition was submitted by 
10 registered voters to the Boston 
Landmarks Commission, asking 
that the Commission designate the 
proposed district under the provi-
sions of Chapter 772 of the Acts 
of 1975, as amended. The purpose 
of this designation is to recognize 
and protect a physical feature 
or improvement that, in whole 
or part, has historical, cultural, 
social, architectural, or aesthetic 
significance.

Charlestown's first 
historic district 
to be discussed

DiDomenico files over 80 bills 
to begin new legislative session 

Coletta Zapata honors BGCB's Robert Lewis Jr.

(Historic Pg. 2)
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Snowboarders in Zones 1 and 2 jump the gap as the record-breaking crowd gazes on during the Red Bull Heavy 
Metal street snowboarding competition held this Saturday at City Hall Plaza. See more photos on Page 4.

FLYING HIGH AT CITY HALL

STREET SNOWBOARDING TAKES OVER
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STATE, MUNICIPALITIES 
MUST ADJUST ASAP TO 

THE NEW REALITY
For those of us who have been around for a while, 

the warning signs are flashing red for the prospects of 
a budget crisis for our state and our cities and towns 
thanks to the promised changes in policies by the new 
administration in Washington.

It is (in the immortal words of Yogi Berra) deja vu 
all over again

We are not making a political judgment or state-
ment of any kind. We simply are explaining what we 
see as the new reality for which our elected officials 
must be prepared.

We were around  for the fiscal crises of the late 
1970s under Gov. Michael Dukakis; the late 80s/
early 1990s under Dukakis and Gov. William Weld; 
the early 2000s under Gov. Mitt Romney, and the 
period of the Great Recession under Gov. Deval Pat-
rick in 2010.

Two of those governors were Republicans and 
two were Democrats, but they all shared one thing 
in common: Our state’s finances were at the mercy of 
national politics and the national economy, both of 
which were beyond their control.

The consequences of those fiscal crises were pro-
found and long-lasting. Cities and towns laid off 
scores of local employees, including teachers, police, 
and firefighters. Fire stations were closed and athlet-
ics and extracurricular activities were cut from school 
budgets.

At the state level, there were hiring freezes and lay-
offs. Many state employees, including those in the 
judiciary, agreed to pay cuts in the 1990s and again 
in the early 2000s amounting to two-weeks of their 
salary so that the jobs of their co-workers could be 
preserved. We would note that such drastic action 
had not been seen since the Great Depression among 
the state and local government workforce.

Part of the problem in the 1980s was that cities and 
towns had become dependent on the revenue-sharing 
program by the federal government (which was the 
pet project of Wilbur Mills, the powerful U.S. House 
Ways and Means Chairman) in the 1970s. Every city 
and town in the country received a nice check direct-
ly from the feds with no strings attached. However, 
under President Ronald Reagan, revenue-sharing 
eventually disappeared (to pay for Reagan’s tax cuts 
and defense spending) and cities and towns were left 
with gaping holes in their budgets that led to the lay-
offs of the 1980s. A  similar scenario is playing out 
today with promised reductions in funds to the states 
from the federal government.

In addition, cities and towns in the early 1980s 
were greatly affected by the passage of Prop. 2 and 
1/2, which reduced their revenue-raising capacity.

All of those fiscal crises also shared something else 
in common: Our officials did not realize until it was 
way too late that revenue was declining, month-by-
month-by-month. The longer they waited to do the 
obvious, the more pain it caused.

Simple arithmetic informs us that those four finan-
cial crises from the late 1970s through 2010 occurred 
basically in 10-year cycles. We have been fortunate 
that we have avoided a similar fiscal calamity for 

almost 15 years. But it would appear that “the times 
they are a’ changin’ “ and we soon will be in for a 
rocky road ahead.

Finally, we would note that the breadth of state 
government has grown hugely in the past few years. 
Former Gov. Charlie Baker’s proposed budget for FY 
2022 was about $45 billion (the legislature eventu-
ally passed a budget of about $48 billion), but this 
year’s proposed  budget by Gov. Maura Healey is 
about $62 billion, which is more than 25% greater 
than the final budget of four years ago (and almost 
40% more than what Baker initially had proposed).

While it is true that the state has about $8 billion 
in its Stabilization Fund (a/k/a the Rainy Day Fund), 
state coffers have been reduced by more than $1 bil-
lion in the past year and are facing further depletion 
because of the immigration crisis.

As we write about the goings-on in the local com-
munities we cover, we are amazed at the growth of the 
bureaucracies at the state and local levels. There are 
new departments and new jobs that could not have 
been imagined back when we started our career in 
journalism 50 years ago. But we think the time is now 
for our elected officials to face reality and make the 
difficult decisions to ensure that government’s core 
functions, public safety and public education,   are 
maintained, and eliminate things that are non-essen-
tial.

Maintenance for the MBTA is essential. Construct-
ing new, seldomly-used bicycle lanes is not. (We our-
selves are dedicated cyclists who train for triathlons, 
but as much as we’d like to see bike lanes everywhere, 
we have to concede that they rate at the bottom of the 
list of government priorities.)

In short, if our elected officials do not take 
steps now to pare back public spending, then, as his-
tory has shown time and time again, when the oppor-
tunity for making responsible choices has passed, the 
eventual day of reckoning will be far worse than we 
could have imagined.

IT WAS GREAT TO SEE 
CAPTAIN MIKE ERUZIONE

AT THE BIG GAME
We just wanted to mention that it was great to see 

Winthrop’s own Mike Eruzione serving as the honor-
ary captain of Team USA for the big game with Can-
ada (whose honorary captain was Wayne Gretzky) at 
the TD Garden last week for one of the biggest inter-
national hockey games in several years.

It was 45 years ago this past week (on Feb. 22, 
1980) that Mike scored his epic, game-winning goal 
vs. the Russians at the Winter Olympics at Lake Plac-
id and two days later led the U.S. to the gold medal 
victory vs. Finland -- the Miracle on Ice that Sports 
Illustrated labeled as THE #1 sports event of the 20th 
century.

Capt. Mike’s presence on occasions such as these 
not only brings back those stirring memories (“Do 
you believe in miracles!!!” in the immortal words 
of Al Michaels), but also reminds us of a time when 
sports uniquely had the ability to bring us together 
and to transcend whatever forces might divide us as 
a nation.

OUR OPINION

ON TRAFFIC CAMERAS
To the Editor,
I am sorry I missed last week’s 

edition where I understand you 
expressed the view that speed-de-
tecting cameras are ill advised.  
If we want to address the traffic 
problem I can’t imagine why we 
would turn our back on this tool. 
Let me relate a recent experience.

I had the pleasure of driving 
around New Zealand and Austra-
lia for a month last year.  When 
you pick up your rental car you 
are clearly warned  that cameras 
are in wide use and you will be 
ticketed; everywhere!  City and 
country.

As I left Melbourne heading 
west (think leaving Boston on 
the Mass Pike) I was struck by 
a strange observation.   Every-
one  was going the speed limit.   
No one was passing on the wrong 
side, no tailgating or excessive lane 
changing. There was an unfamil-

iar civility about the entire driving 
experience.

Compare that to home where 
for 25 years I have been walking 
my dogs on Commonwealth Ave.  
It has become a drag strip.  High 
speeds, constantly seeing red lights 
ignored.  And don’t get me start-
ed on the new scourge: that of the 
wrong way, unlit, sidewalk driv-
ing food delivery motorbikes.

By the way,  I’ve never seen a 
traffic stop of a passenger vehicle 
on Comm Ave by the BPD.

So to those charged with mak-
ing our world safer, let’s use cam-
eras to address the speeding and 
red light infractions.   Let’s use 
traffic calming devices seen else-
where such as city  street style 
speed bumps. 

Oh and by the way, Australia, 
with a road system profile similar 
to ours, has 40% of the per capita 
driving deaths we have.

Michael Gallup

Letter to the Editor

The proposed Monument 
Square Landmark District encom-
passes approximately 6.44 acres 
of land, with 47 contributing 
structures that front directly onto 
Monument Square. The proposed 
district is situated at the summit 
of Breed’s Hill, historically known 
as the location of the American 
Revolutionary War battle of Bun-
ker Hill. The proposed district 
outlines the grounds of the cur-
rent National Historic Landmark, 
Bunker Hill Monument.

Monument Square was 
designed in 1825 to commemo-
rate the June 17, 1775, Battle of 
Bunker Hill. Development began 
in 1839 when 50 building lots 
were sold on preserved battlefield 
property to construct a planned 
neighborhood to border the ded-
icated memorial obelisk and park. 

Situated on the summit of Breed’s 
Hill in Charlestown, Monument 
Square occupies the site of the 
main American redoubt during 
the battle, making its location that 
of national significance to military 
history. Further, strict deed restric-
tions and dictated elements of 
construction and design resulted 
in an urban landscape unique to 
Charlestown. The social and polit-
ical processes that led to the con-
ceptualization and establishment 
of Monument Square in 1839 
provide insight into the ideologies 
of the early 19th century regard-
ing the memorialization and com-
memoration of the Revolutionary 
War.

Among the 12 new landmarks 
was APOLLOS FIELD HOUSE in 
Charlestown that was designated 
in April 2024.

Historic (from pg. 1)
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The Independent Newspaper Group reserves the right 
to edit letters for space and clarity. We regret that we 
cannot publish unsigned letters. Please include your 

street and telephone number with your submission. The 
Independent Newspaper Group publishes columns, view-
points and letters to the editor as a forum for readers to 
express their opinions and to encourage debate. Please 

note that the opinions expressed are not necessarily those 
of The Independent Newspaper Group. Text or attach-

ments emailed to editor@reverejournal.com are preferred.

Bills (from pg. 1)

“Some people spend an entire 
lifetime wondering if they made a 
difference. The U.S. Marines don’t 
have that problem.”

~ Ronald Reagan

Applications are now available 
to Charlestown students apply-
ing for the annual Lt. Michael 
P. Quinn 2025 Scholarship.  All 
applications are due by April 
15. The following requirements 
must be adhered to apply for the 
$20,000 scholarship:

1) Applicant must be resident 
of Charlestown for the past four 
years

2)  Applicant must be a gradu-
ate of the Class of 2025.

Other stipulations include that 
the scholarship can be used only 
for the first year of college. Appli-
cations can be picked up at the 
Guidance Departments of Charles-
town High School, Boys’ and Girls 
Club, Charlestown Library,  Mal-
den Catholic High School, and 
Boston Latin And Boston Latin 
Academy, and can be download-
ed at www.quinnscholarship.org.   
The application deadline is April 
15, 2025.

If there are questions regarding 
the scholarship, please call Ronan 
Fitzpatrick at 617-242-5493 or 
email maryfitzpatrick10@com-
cast.net

The annual Quinn Scholarship 
Dinner Dance will be held on 
April 5, 2025, at the Bunker Hill 
Knights of Columbus Hall, 545 
Medford St., Charlestown, MA 
commencing at 6:15 P.M. 

Last year’s 2024 Quinn Scholar, 
Julia Pistorino, will be also hon-
ored.  Julia  is currently attending 
Connecticut College, and is sched-
uled to graduate with the class of 
2028. The featured speaker for the 
dinner  is Brigadier General Mat-
thew Tracy, Commanding Gen-
eral, Educational Command and 
President, Marine Corps Universi-
ty, U.S.M.C.. 

This year’s program book will 
be dedicated to Leo J Breen and 
John J Pierce, departed buddies of 
the Quinn Organization. 

The ultimate sacrifice
August 29, 1969:  As “H Com-

pany” platoon leaders huddled in 
the darkness of the Quang Nam 
Province in South Vietnam, U.S. 
Marine Corps Lt. Michael Quinn 
was tasked with leading his infan-
try unit on a reconnaissance mis-
sion to seek a water supply and 
identify enemy troop movement. 
Stealthily executing their directive, 
Quinn and his troops happened 
upon a large invading enemy force 
heading in the direction of “H 
Company.” Realizing that the only 
way to alert his fellow marines 
of the dire situation was to draw 
fire on his position, Quinn dis-
patched members of his unit back 
to “H Company” and engaged the 
enemy. While that fateful decision 
resulted in Lt. Michael Quinn 
making the “ultimate sacrifice,” 
it also prevented the loss of many 
lives. 

Fellow Marine John Krga 

recalls: “I had the honor and privi-
lege of serving under Lt. Mike and 
remember that fateful day all too 
well as a group of us volunteered 
to retrieve him, hoping he was still 
alive. I am not surprised to see that 
Mike’s memory lives on through 
the people he touched just as he 
lives on in me.”

Lt. Michael P. Quinn was recog-
nized for his bravery and awarded 
a Bronze Star and Purple Heart 
and is honored on Panel 18W, 
Row 8 of the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial in Washington D.C.

A life remembered
Noted for his academic and 

athletic achievement, Michael 
Quinn accomplished so much in 
his 23 years. He was a product of 
his Walford Way, working-class 
upbringing where looking out for 
your neighbor, respecting elders, 
hard work and “having your 
friend’s back” were ingrained in 
him at an early age. 

Michael graduated from Boston 
Latin High School and the College 
of the Holy Cross where he cap-
tained the football and hockey 
teams and achieved Hall of Fame 
status at both institutions estab-
lishing a reputation as a ferocious 
competitor. 

After graduating from college, 
Michael attended Officer Training 
Academy in Quantico, Virginia 
and finished first in his class. He 
was commissioned a second lieu-
tenant in the U.S. Marine Corps in 
1968, assigned to “H” Company, 
2nd Battalion, 1st Marine Division 
and deployed to Vietnam.

To continue Mike’s legacy, the 
Lt. Michael P. Quinn Scholarship 
was established in 1969 by his 
friends (most notably Eddie John-
son, Stephen Driscoll and Ronan 
FitzPatrick) and family and more 
than $250,000 has been awarded 
to “Townie” high school gradu-
ates looking to pursue a college 
education. While the anguish of 
Michael’s loss is palbable so many 
years after his passing, the inspi-
ration of his legacy - recounted 
annually by Quinn Scholarship 
committee members and esteemed 
guest speakers – is truly special. 

Lt. Michael P. Quinn Scholarship now accepting applications

Lt. Michael P. Quinn.

steal wages from hard-working 
employees, and it would expand 
the Attorney General’s enforce-
ment powers to include bringing 
a lawsuit against those employers.

• Expanding tax credits for 
families: This legislation would 
expand earned income tax cred-
it eligibility, increase the children 
and family tax credit per qualify-
ing dependent, and allow for peri-
odic payments of the tax credits.

• Addressing PTSD: This legis-
lation will make it easier for police, 
firefighters, and other public safe-
ty personnel to get the healthcare 
they need and deserve when suf-
fering from post-traumatic stress 
disorder (PTSD).

• Healthy Youth Act: This leg-
islation would require that when 
sex and relationship education is 
taught in school, it must be med-
ically accurate, cover healthy con-
senting relationships, and be inclu-
sive of all identities.

• The SUPER Act: This legisla-
tion would remove barriers to the 
social work field, incentivize social 
workers to remain in the field and 
bolster our workforce.

• Commonwealth Preschool 
Partnership Initiative: This legisla-
tion would expand access to pre-
school, beginning with high-needs 
communities, to guarantee high 
quality education to all our chil-
dren, regardless of their zip code.

• Providing identification for 
individuals reentering society: 
This legislation would ensure that 
individuals reentering society from 
prison or jail receive a state identi-
fication card upon release.

• Promote high-quality com-
prehensive literacy instruction: 
This legislation would ensure 
that Massachusetts schools teach 
high-quality comprehensive liter-
acy instruction to our students to 
improve reading and writing out-
comes for our children.

• Establish a Massachusetts 
children’s cabinet: This legislation 
would create a Children’s Cabinet 
under the Governor’s office that 
would ensure services for children 
and youth are planned, managed, 
and delivered in a coordinated and 
integrated way. 

• Eliminate education inflation 
cap:  This legislation removes the 
annual inflation cap on education 
funding so that schools can get the 
resources they need to account for 
rising costs each year.

• Language access and inclu-
sion: This legislation would ensure 
that public-facing state agencies 
and departments provide equal 
access to services, programs and 
activities serving limited English 
proficient and deaf or hard of 
hearing residents. 

• Expand access to pediatric 
palliative care: This legislation 
would increase the age of eli-
gibility  for pediatric palliative 
care services to 22 years of age 
so more  young people most in 
need of care will be able to access 
life-changing services. 

• Reduce waste and recycling 
costs: This legislation would 
require that manufacturers of 
packaging materials create sys-
tems for recycling those materials 
after being used which will reduce 
fossil fuel emissions and waste.

• Encourage retirement plan-
ning: This legislation would create 
a statewide retirement planning 
program to ensure that workers all 
over the state can access a retire-
ment savings account even if their 
employer doesn’t offer one.

• Compensation for work-relat-
ed scarring: This legislation would 
eliminate the restrictive require-
ment that compensation can 
only be given to employees who 
endure work-related scarring that 
is exclusively on their face, hands, 
or neck, and allow those employ-
ees to access more comprehensive 
compensation as a result.

• Access to Counsel: This leg-
islation would ensure that tenants 
and homeowner occupied land-
lords have full legal counsel in 
eviction proceedings.

• ENOUGH Act: This legis-
lation will create an innovative 
strategy to fight poverty by invest-
ing resources in high need neigh-
borhoods and collaborating with 
community residents to help drive 
decisions that will ensure invest-
ments increase economic mobility.

Poverty Commission
• As Co-Chair of the Massa-

chusetts Poverty Commission, 
Senator DiDomenico has hosted 
community hearings across the 
state to gather insight from people 
living in and working to address 
poverty. The goal of the commis-
sion is to study the ways our state 
can best address inequality, reduce 
poverty, and promote opportuni-
ty in the Commonwealth over the 
next 10 years.

• Now the hearings have been 
completed, and the commission 
of over 30 elected officials, policy 
experts, and advocates have gath-
ered recommendations.  Senator 
DiDomenico will use these recom-
mendations to file an anti-poverty 
omnibus bill. This legislation will 
address the root causes of pover-
ty, increase pathways to econom-
ic opportunity for everyone, and 
ensure residents have equal and 
easy access to all of the essential 
services that our state provides to 
people in need.
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Special to the Patriot-Bridge

Boston witnessed an electri-
fying debut of Red Bull Heavy 
Metal, as the iconic street snow-
boarding competition took over 
City Hall Plaza and Faneuil 
Hall for the first time. The event 
crowned Benny Milam and Jess 
Perlmutter as overall champions 
for the man and woman catego-
ries respectively, each earning a 
coveted CNCPTS x Burton ‘Rab-
bit Hole’ Collection board as well 
as a cash prize.

Over 20,000 spectators, the 
largest snowboard crowd in Bos-
ton history, experienced firsthand 
the high-energy action of the fifth 
edition of Red Bull Heavy Metal, 
the first in the sports-obsessed city.

“This is crazy how many people 
showed up,” said Milam. “There 
is a parking lot out there full of 
people trying to get a view. This is 
maybe the most insane turnout of 
a street snowboarding event like 
ever. I think its time for round two 
next year.”

Snowboard icon, Zeb Pow-
ell secured first place in Zone 1, 
bringing a never-before felt ener-
gy to the iconic steps that lead to 
Congress Street.

“That was by far the biggest 
snowboard crowd I’ve ever seen 
at any event,” Powell said. “The 
vibes that Boston brought were 
insane. I honestly don’t have 
words. Simply the largest most 
electric crowd I’ve ever experi-
enced.”

2025 Boston Winners

• Overall Winners: Benny 
Milam & Jess Perlmutter 

• Zone 1 Winners: Zeb Powell 
& Jess Perlmutter 

• Zone 2 Winners: Benny 
Milam & Jess Perlmutter 

• Zone 3 Winners: Benny 
Milam & Jayva Jordan

Metal Meets Snow 
Red Bull Heavy Metal nails Boston Debut
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Homeowners, ensure your home heating  
system is working this winter! 

  

The Seniors Save program helps seniors replace failing heating. We  
encourage you to apply today if you're over the age of 60 and need help 

replacing or repairing your heating system. 

Grant funding assistance is available, and/or a 0% interest deferred loans 
for replacement of older heating systems or heat-related repairs. 

The City of Boston’s Home Center offers this and other programs that can help 
low-/moderate-income homeowner-occupants (with household incomes 80% 

or less of HUD median income). An approved, licensed and insured 
contractor will perform all work. 

If you own a home in East Boston, Charlestown, the North End or the West End, contact 
Neighborhood of Affordable Housing (NOAH) to schedule a free, no obligation, in-

home assessment! Income eligibility and other restrictions may apply. 

143 Border Street, East Boston 
617-418-8265 or 617-529-3294 

adandrea@noahcdc.org 
 

  

Funding	Is	Provided	by	The	City	of	Boston	Mayor's	Office	of	Housing,	the	Boston	Home	Center	Division	
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into a lifelong mission: to create 
a Boston where every young per-
son—regardless of race or back-
ground—has the opportunity to 
thrive.

His leadership at The BASE 
redefined the way we think about 
youth, using sports as a pathway 
to higher education and meaning-
ful careers. Now, as the President 
and CEO of the Boys & Girls 
Clubs of Boston, he is transform-
ing the lives of countless children 
by ensuring they have access to 
education, healthcare, and work-
force readiness—all essential ele-
ments of a brighter future.

Through his work at The Bos-
ton Foundation, City Year, the Bos-
ton Centers for Youth & Families, 
and numerous national initiatives, 
Robert has been a driving force 
for equity and justice. His leader-
ship has not only changed systems 
but changed lives. He continues to 
challenge us all, asking the hard 
questions: Are we any better today 
than we were 50 years ago? And 
he reminds us that the fight for jus-
tice is far from over.

“Robert, your courage, your 
conviction, and your tireless advo-

cacy inspire us all,” Councilor 
Coletta Zapata continued. “Bos-
ton is a better city because of you, 
and we are forever grateful for 
your leadership. Today, we honor 
you—not just for what you have 
done, but for the future you con-
tinue to fight for. Thank you for 
never giving up on Boston and 
for always believing in the power 
of young people to change the 
world.”

Lewis  (from Page 1)
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By Phil Orlandella

 Friends of Christopher 
Columbus Park (FOCCP), over 
many years, has worked closely 
with the City of Boston Parks and 
Recreation Department to assure 
the beauty, safety and mainte-
nance of the park located on 
Atlantic Avenue on the outskirts 
of the North End and adjacent to 
the Waterfront neighborhood.

 The Gem of the North End and 
Waterfront was recently pruned, 
trimmed and trees were fertilized 
throughout the park.

 Following the landscaping 
efforts, FOCCP began working 
with Ryan Woods, Commissioner 
of the Parks and Recreation 
Department, to identify areas 
of the park that needed to be 
repaired.

 Two areas, rusting metal rails 
and maintenance of the shed were 
on FOCCP’s list of “Need to be 
repaired immediately”.

 Commissioner Woods stepped 
up to the plate and approved 
work in a couple of weeks.

(Facelift Pg. 4)

By Phil Orlandella

 Trash talk was the topic of 
discussion at the November 
monthly meeting of the North 
End/Waterfront Neighborhood 
Council (NEWNC).

 The placement of household 
trash took center stage at the pub-
lic community meeting that fea-
tured the number of days a week 
trash should be picked up in the 
North End.

 Currently, the trash is collected 
two-days a week. While some res-
idents feel it should stay that way, 
others believe the pickup should 
be extended to three days.

 Some residents think that the 
city should conduct a pilot pro-
gram using covered containers 
for trash placement at designated 
locations throughout the commu-
nity.

 NEWNC is attempting to gath-
er as much information on the 
issue from residents and the city 
to see what the program of house-
hold trash will be in the future.

 The next bid for North End 
trash pickup is next year, accord-
ing to Dennis Roache, the city’s 
supervisor for Waste Management.

 Roache attended the meeting 
to provide as much information 

On Monday, November 6,  
Ms. Peracchi’s kindergarten class 
from St. John School enjoyed a 
visit to L’Osteria and made meat-
balls! The students experienced 
the whole process from start to 
finish; measuring, constructing, 
seeing and tasting. A perfect way 
to enhance the kindergarten cur-
riculum. Thank you, L’Osteria!

Special to the Regional Review

Boston City Councilors 
Gabriela Coletta, Julia Mejia, and 
Brian Worrell will hold a hearing 
to discuss an ordinance to increase 
regulations, and enhance acces-
sibility for non-motorized street-
food charts virtually on Tuesday, 
November 28, at 2pm via Zoom.

“Street vending is one of the 
oldest informal types of commerce. 

Boston street-food vendors can be 
found in all neighborhoods, how-
ever the regulations to legally sell 
their food, beverages and goods, 
remains unclear and inaccessible. 
This ordinance seeks to create 
food entrepreneurship opportuni-
ties for people while streamlining 
the process and making it more 
accessible for individuals that do 

Columbus Park gets facelift, 
more work expected in 2024

North End Council discusses trash

City offers hearing 
for non-motorized 
street-food carts

(Food Carts Pg. 4)

(Trash Pg. 4)

A VISIT TO L’OSTERIA

Shown are the St. John School students during their visit to L’Osteria.

Special to the Regional Review

The Boston Parks and 
Recreation Department and the 
Friends of Christopher Columbus 
Park will host the 21st annu-
al holiday lighting of the trellis 
at Christopher Columbus Park 
in the North End on Monday, 
November 20, at 5 p.m.

Located at 110 Atlantic Avenue 
on Boston’s historic waterfront, 
Christopher Columbus Park will 
be transformed into a beautiful 
holiday display when the park 
and its trellis are illuminated with 
50,000 blue lights.

The celebration is sponsored by 
H.P. Hood LLC and the Friends 
of Christopher Columbus Park.   
Additional support is provided by 
PNC Bank and LEGO Discovery 
Center Boston with an exciting 
new feature, the LEGO Discovery 
Center Boston tent.

Entertainment will be provid-
ed by students and instructors 

from the North End Music and 
Performing Arts Center, vocal-
ist Phadedra performing holiday 
classics, Northeastern University 
a cappella group Pitch, Please!, 

and special guests Santa Claus and 
Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer. 

Refreshments will include treats 

COLUMBUS PARK TRELLIS LIGHTING NOV. 20

A scene from last year’s trellis lighting.

(Lighting Pg. 4)

THURSDAY, NovembeR 9, 2023 F R e e

P A T R I o T - b R I D G e

charlestown
WWW.CHELSEAREALESTATE.COM

SIXTEEN RENTALS
2 BED 2 BATH APARTMENTS

$2,800-$3,600

FOURTEEN CONDOS
2 BED 2 BATH CONDOS

$525,000 - $625,000
OCCUPANCY 

DATE OF
10/30/23

SCHEDULE A TOUR

Jeffrey 
Bowen

781-201-9488
jeff@chelsearealestate.com

Staff Report

Gabriela Coletta, who rep-
resents Charlestown, East Boston, 
the North End and the Downtown 
Waterfront on the Boston City 
Council, was re-elected Tuesday.

Coletta, 31, had won a special 
election in May, 2022, to succeed 
now-State Sen. Lydia Edwards. 
Coletta was unopposed in her bid 
for re-election to a two-year term.

In a letter to the residents of Dis-
trict 1, Coletta stated: “I’m hon-
ored to have your confidence and 
support in my re-election to repre-
sent Charlestown, East Boston, the 
North End, and the Downtown 
Waterfront.   

I understand many challeng-
es that are unique to my district 
remain, but I know there is never 
an issue too large that we can’t 
tackle together.   I remain com-

mitted to my promise to govern 
in partnership with you, to center 
your lived experiences, and to be 
ever-present in community.

The work continues. And I am 
so excited to continue working 
with you toward a healthy, thriv-
ing, and abundant District 1.” 

Staff Report

There will be a new face as 
Councilor at-Large this January.

Henry Santana, who previous-
ly worked in the office of former 
District 8 Councilor Bok and also 
served as the city’s first Director 
of Civic Organizing under Mayor 
Michelle Wu, was the only new-
comer elected to one of the four 
at-Large City Council seats.

Santana placed fourth in the 
eight-way race, garnering more 
than 15 percent of the ballot, 
or 32,902 votes out of a total of 
76,397 ballots cast.

“Boston, tonight our city 
delivered a clear and resounding 
vote for progress. I’m honored to 

serve as your next City Councilor 
At-Large, and I’m ready to fight on 

Coletta re-elected 
as District 1 
City Councilor

COURTESY PHOTO

City Councilor Gabriela Coletta.

City Council at-Large results

COURTESY PHOTO

Henry Santana.

(ElEction, Pg. 12)

Bunker Monument 
Association celebrated 
its 200th Anniversary 
at the Warren Tavern. 
Incorporated on June 
17, 1823, the group 
that brought the Bun-
ker Hill Monument 
into being has worked 
tirelessly to commem-
orate and preserve the 
history of the Battle 
Of Bunker Hill. 

BUNKER MONUMENT ASSOCIATION CELEBRATES 
200TH ANNIVERSARY

Joe Zuffante, Tom Coots, Membership Chairman Larry Stevens, Bunker Hill Monument Association 
President Annette Tecce with VP Dan Kovacevic, and Kim Mahony.

John Toto of the Joseph Warren Soley Masonic Lodge in Lincoln talks about his his-
toric preservation efforts with attendees. See Pages 6-8 for more photos.

By Dan Murphy

Representatives for the Har-
vard Club of Boston were on 
hand for the monthly virtual 
hearing of the Neighborhood 
Association of the Back Bay 
Licensing and Building Use 
Committee on Monday, Nov. 6, 
to discuss their plans to replace a 

temporary outdoor dining space 
created along Commonwealth 
Avenue during the pandemic 
with a permanent patio.

 The permanent patio, which 
has already gone through the 
zoning process and been grant-
ed a building permit by the city, 
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Councilor Durkan  
cruises to easy 
reelection victory

(Harvard Club Pg. 4)

By Dan Murphy

District 8 City Councilor Sha-
ron Durkan cruised to an easy 
reelection victory in the city’s 
Tuesday, Nov. 7, municipal elec-
tion.

 “Thank you, District 8. 
Tonight, we won every precinct 
of the district again! I’m honored 
to continue to serve the West 
End, Beacon Hill, Fenway–Ken-
more, Back Bay and Mission Hill 
for another two years. The work 

continues!” Councilor Durkan 
posted on X (formerly Twitter).

 According to the city’s unof-
ficial election results, Councilor 
Durkan garnered more than 70 
percent of the ballot (3,686 votes 
out of a total of 5,591 ballots 
cast) while her opponent Montez 
Haywood trailed with just under 
29 percent of the ballot (1,512 
votes).

Haywood, an assistant dis-

(Election Pg. 3)

COURTESY PHOTO

Henry Santana, who was elected 
to one of the four at-Large City 
Council seats.

COURTESY OF CITY OF BOSTON

District 8 City Councilor Sharon 
Durkan.

Harvard Club provides plan 
for permanent patio to NAbb 

D. MURPHY PHOTO

The future site of Gronk Playground on the Esplanade.

Final design unveiled for Gronk Playground  
By Dan Murphy

 The final design for Gronk 
Playground – a new public amen-
ity planned for the Esplanade 
and made possible via a financial 
gift from former New England 
Patriots tight end Rob Gron-
kowski – was unveiled during a 
virtual meeting sponsored by the 
Department of Conservation and 
Recreation on Thursday, Nov. 2.

 In May of 2021, Gronkows-
ki and his Gronk Nation Youth 
Foundation made a $1.2 million 
donation to DCR and the non-
profit Esplanade Association to 
fund a complete renovation of 

Charlesbank Playground, which 
is located on the Charles River 
adjacent to the Alfond Memorial 
Spray Deck on the Esplanade.

In addition to Gronkowski 
and his charitable organization, 
along with DCR and the Espla-
nade Association, the project 
team also includes landscape 
architect and prime consultant, 
Shadley Associates; arborist, 
Bartlett Tree Experts; and civil 
engineer, Nitsch Engineering.

For the project, the gate that 
separates the spraydeck from 
the existing playground will be 
removed as the playground is 
extended into the existing lawn 

area, said Skyler Chick of Shad-
ley Associates, while the river 
walkways will remain in much 
the same configuration as they 
are today.

The existing lawn between the 
playground and the spraydeck 
will be reconstructed to include a 
new walkway, said Chick, while 
existing asphalt walkways would 
be replaced using poured-in rub-
ber. ADA-accessible picnic tables 
that sit atop rubber pads will also 
be installed, he said, as would 
additional Shurcliff benches 
along the edges of the site.

City opens applications for boston School Committee
Special to the Sun

Mayor Michelle Wu opened 
the application to fill two upcom-
ing vacancies on the Boston 
School Committee, for a term 
starting January 4, 2024 and 
ending on January 1, 2028. The 
Boston School Committee Nom-

inating Panel, composed of Bos-
ton Public Schools (BPS) families, 
educators, school leaders and 
representatives of the business 
and higher education communi-
ties, will receive and evaluate the 
applications and share recom-
mendations with the Mayor. The 
Boston School Committee is the 

governing body of the BPS.
Applications to fill the upcom-

ing vacancies are due Friday, 
November 17, 2023 at 11:59 
p.m. Interviews for selected can-
didates will be held on the week 
of November 27, 2023 in the 

(School Comm. Pg. 5)

(Playground Pg. 3)
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By Dan Murphy

A recent addition to Charles 
Street’s retail landscape, Barnaby's 
Toy & Art offers a hand-on, inter-
active experience for kids through 
a wide range of art offerings, along 
with a selection of handpicked 
toys and children’s books, includ-
ing a series of titles authored by 
the shop’s proprietor.

The store opened about three 
weeks ago at 15R Charles St. 
in the space formerly occupied 
by Rainbows Pottery Studio in 
response to the success of the busi-
ness's first location, which owner 
Wendy Rouillard opened on Nan-
tucket in May of 2021. (At around 
450 square feet, the Charles Street 
location is less than half the size of 
the 1,100 square-foot Nantucket 
store.) 

Barnaby’s  joins two other 
Charles Street businesses, J. 
McLaughlin and Follain (now 
Credo Beauty), which both got 
their start on Nantucket before 
opening their respective second 
outposts on Beacon Hill, and 
Rouillard attributes the deci-
sion to expand her business from 
Nantucket to Beacon Hill to the 
Boston neighborhood’s tight-knit 
sensibility.

Rouillard, who has lived on 
Nantucket for 30 years and also 
writes a column for Nantucket 
Magazine called Kid 'N Around, 
noted that Beacon Hill and Nan-
tucket both have a “very similar 
feel” defined by a strong sense of 
community.

She said her decision to open 
the first location of Barnaby's 
more than two and a half years 
ago on Nantucket came partially 

By Dan Murphy

District 8 City Councilor Sha-
ron Durkan cruised to an easy 
reelection victory in the city’s Tues-
day, Nov. 7, municipal election.

“Thank you, District 8. 
Tonight, we won every precinct 
of the district again! I'm honored 
to continue to serve the West End, 
Beacon Hill, Fenway–Kenmore, 
Back Bay and Mission Hill for 
another two years. The work con-
tinues!” Councilor Durkan posted 
on X (formerly Twitter).

According to the city’s unofficial 
election results, Councilor Durkan 
garnered more than 70 percent of 
the ballot (3,686 votes out of a 
total of 5,591 ballots cast) while 
her opponent Montez Haywood 
trailed with just under 29 percent 
of the ballot (1,512 votes).

Haywood, an assistant district 
attorney with the Suffolk Coun-
ty District Attorney’s office since 
2006, lost to Durkan in the July 25 
Special Election to succeed Kenzie 
Bok as District 8 City Councilor 
after Bok stepped down from the 
seat to assume the reins of the Bos-
ton Housing Authority. He also 
previously ran an unsuccessful 
campaign for the  seat in the fall of 
2019, losing to Bok when she was 
elected to her first term in office. 

An additional 35 votes, or .67 
percent of the ballot, were cast for 
write-in candidates for District 8 
City Councilor.

Henry Santana, who previous-
ly worked in the office of former 
District 8 Councilor Bok and also 
served as the city’s first Director 
of Civic Organizing under Mayor 
Michelle Wu, was the only new-
comer elected to one of the four 
at-Large City Council seats.

Santana placed fourth in the 

eight-way race, garnering more 
than 15 percent of the ballot, 
or 32,902 votes out of a total of 
76,397 ballots cast.

“Boston, tonight our city 
delivered a clear and resounding 
vote for progress. I’m honored to 
serve as your next City Councilor 
At-Large, and I’m ready to fight on 
behalf of every neighborhood and 
every resident of this city. Let’s get 

COURTESY PHOTO

Henry Santana, who was elected 
to one of the four at-Large City 
Council seats in the city’s Nov. 7 
municipal election.

Councilor Durkan 
cruises to easy 
reelection victory

COURTESY OF CITY OF BOSTON

District 8 City Councilor Sharon 
Durkan.
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The “beach shack” bookcases filled with art supplies at Barnaby's Toy 
& Art on Charles Street.

barnaby's 
Toy & Art 
opens on 

Charles Street

D. MURPHY PHOTO

Pictured, left to right, are Charlotte Willauer, store manager and head 
teacher, and Wendy Rouillard, owner, of Barnaby's Toy & Art on 
Charles Street.

(Barnaby's Pg. 9) (Election Pg. 2)

Wu shares Boston's preparations for climate emergencies
Special to the Patriot-Bridge

Mayor Michelle Wu, Emergen-
cy Preparedness Chief Adrian Jor-
dan, Chief Climate Officer Brian 
Swett, Chief of Operations Dion 
Irish, and public safety officials 
shared Boston’s preparations for 
extreme weather events, includ-
ing efforts to lower risks with 
long-term climate resilience plans 
and ongoing efforts to update the 
City’s emergency response. As 
a coastal city, Boston faces the 
increasing climate risk of extreme 
heat, rising coastal flooding, and 
intense stormwater. The city’s 
cross-departmental approach has 
shifted the emphasis from plan-
ning to implementation, focusing 
on empowering residents, support-
ing communities at greatest risk 
of flooding and other emergency 
events, and lowering the risk city-
wide through resilience efforts. 

“Climate risks require an all of 
government approach, and here 
in Boston we’ve been working on 
short and long term initiatives to 
better respond in emergency sit-
uations and protect our residents 
in the generations to come,” said 
Mayor Michelle Wu. “Emergen-
cy weather events in other parts 
of the country have highlighted 
the need for us to share our prog-
ress and remind residents to take 
precautions now such as signing 
up for AlertBoston and familiar-
izing themselves with our coastal 
flood map. I’m grateful to our City 
departments and external partners 
for all of their work behind the 

scenes to keep our communities 
safe.”

“Emergency preparedness is a 
shared responsibility. At the City 
of Boston, we are committed to 
providing the plans, resources, 
and communication necessary to 
keep our community safe,” said 
Chief of Emergency Preparedness 
Adrian Jordan. “However, the 
more our residents are informed, 
engaged, and prepared, the stron-
ger our response will be in the face 
of any emergency. I encourage all 
residents to sign up for AlertBos-
ton, consider joining our CERT 
program, and most important-
ly, create an emergency plan for 
themselves and their families.”

“As climate risks intensify, our 
approach must be both proactive 
to our current risks and adaptive 
to our changing climate. Boston 
is not only strengthening its emer-
gency response capabilities but 
also making longer term infra-
structure investments to protect 
our neighborhoods from rising 
seas, extreme storms, and danger-
ous heat,” said Brian Swett, Chief 
Climate Officer. “I’m grateful for 
Mayor Wu’s leadership, the dedi-
cation of our city teams, and the 
engagement of residents and busi-
ness owners in making Boston a 
national leader in climate resilience 
and emergency preparedness.”

The City has been working to 
develop and implement climate 
resilience projects to address coast-
al flooding, stormwater manage-
ment, and extreme heat. Today, 

Mayor Wu announced the Inspec-
tional Services Department (ISD) 
brought on a Floodplain Adminis-
trator who is working to improve 
floodplain management practices. 
These efforts can increase access 
to lower cost flood insurance 
through FEMA’s Community Rat-
ing System Program, which hiring 
a Floodplain Administrator is a 
key first step towards qualifying 
for. Landlords and housing prop-
erty managers will also see on this 
year’s rental registration forms 
the opportunity to identify if their 
buildings include basement units. 
Residents of these units are at a 
higher risk in the event of flooding, 
and the City is prioritizing know-
ing where they are to proactively 
provide support.

“Boston is taking actionable 
steps to prepare our City’s built 
environment for future climate 
emergencies, following through 
on previous planning work. Hir-
ing the new Floodplain Adminis-
trator is an example of how we’re 
enacting Boston’s Natural Hazard 
Mitigation Plan,” shared Dion 
Irish, Chief of Operations. “We’re 
focused on making both our public 
safety facilities more resilient and 
on ensuring the buildings where 
our communities gather together 
can weather storms and continue 
to serve residents during and after 
major climate events.”

Mayor Wu joined city officials 
for the press briefing at the District 
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Special to the Patriot-Bridge

Accessory Dwelling Units 
(ADUs) are now permitted 
by-right statewide in Massa-
chusetts thanks to the Healey-
Driscoll Administration’s Afford-
able Homes Act, signed into law 
by Governor Maura Healey in 
August 2024. Sometimes called 
tiny homes or in-law suites, 
ADUs are small, independent liv-
ing spaces located on the same lot 
as a principal dwelling in a res-
idential zoning district. Garag-
es, attics, and basements can 
be converted into ADUs. Or an 
ADU can be a newly construct-
ed detached cottage or addition 
onto the primary home with a 
separate entrance. 

“We said from the beginning 
that we were going to make hous-
ing more affordable by creating 
homes for every kind of house-
hold and at every stage of life,” 
said Governor Maura Healey. 
“By allowing homeowners the 
freedom to create an Accessory 
Dwelling Unit, we can provide 
more housing options for seniors, 
creating opportunities for young 
adults with special needs look-
ing for more independence and 
developing smaller, more afford-
able, housing options for our 
state.” 

“This is a real solution that cre-
ates additional housing through-
out our communities in small 
ways that can have a big impact 
for an individual or a family,” 
said Lieutenant Governor Kim 
Driscoll. “The Affordable Homes 
Act is continuing to open up new 
housing at every level across the 
state and allowing Accessory 
Dwelling Units is an example of 
the problem-solving focus of our 
administration.” 

The undersupply of housing in 
Massachusetts has dramatically 
increased housing costs in recent 
years. ADUs are part of the solu-
tion to build more homes and 
drive down costs for tenants and 
homebuyers.

As of Sunday, February 2nd, 
ADUs less than 900 square feet 
can be built by-right in sin-
gle-family zoning districts state-
wide, and the Executive Office 
of Housing and Livable Com-
munities estimates that 8,000 to 
10,000 ADUs can be constructed 
over the next five years thanks 
to this simplification of the ADU 
permitting process.

“ADUs can provide supple-
mental rental income to home-
owners, add value to single-fami-
ly homes, and deliver new options 
for renters in a tight market,” 
said Ed Augustus, Secretary of 

Housing and Livable Communi-
ties. “Previously, if a homeowner 
wanted to build an ADU for an 
aging parent, they would have 
had to apply for special permits 
and variances, which in many 
cases can be outright denied 
due to restrictive zoning bylaws. 
Now, ADUs are allowed by-right 
statewide, making it easier for 
residents to build in their own 
backyards, or onto their existing 
homes.” 

ADUs can have a profound 
effect for homeowners and their 
families. They can allow older 
adults to age in place and remain 
close to their grandkids and chil-
dren. ADUs can also offer inde-
pendent living for young adults 
with special needs.

Following a public comment 
period, EOHLC has now issued 
final regulations intended to help 
cities and towns adjust their local 
ordinances and allow for ADUs 
by-right. You can visit Mass.
gov/ADU to learn more specific 
details about the ADUs by-right 
policy. 

Municipalities who need assis-
tance drafting, conducting com-
munity planning, and enacting 
local ADU rules may apply for 
funding through the Community 
One Stop for Growth.  

Residents interested in devel-

oping an ADU should contact 
their city or town services who 
will be able to give them an 
understanding of the local rules 
and how they can apply for a per-
mit. Additionally, residents seek-
ing to build an ADU for people 
with disabilities or people over 
60 may be eligible for no-inter-
est financing through the state’s 
Home Modification Loan Pro-
gram. 

Statements of Support 
Jen Benson, Massachusetts 

State Director, AARP: 
“Accessory Dwelling Units 

(ADUs) are not only a vital tool 
in creating additional affordable 
housing, but they are also one 
of the best ways for older family 
members to age in place. ADUs 
can help create multi-generation-
al housing opportunities while 
giving those generations the com-
fort of their own living spaces.” 

Maura Sullivan, CEO, The 
Arc of Massachusetts: 

“The Arc of Massachusetts is 
grateful to the Executive Office 
of Housing and Livable Com-
munities for releasing regulations 
that provide additional details on 
the Accessory Dwelling Unit pro-
vision of the Affordable Homes 
Act. ADU’s have been a long-
time policy priority of The Arc 
because we recognize the critical 
need to create more housing for 
people with autism and intellec-
tual and developmental disabili-
ties. These individuals and their 
families face many challenges 
related to housing, including 
safety, gaining independence, 
and maintaining tenancy. ADU’s 
provide an option for some peo-
ple with disabilities to live and 
thrive in their community, where 
they often have family and nat-
ural supports. We look forward 
to working with individuals and 
families to interpret and under-
stand these regulations.” 

Rachel Heller, CEO, Citizens’ 
Housing and Planning Associa-
tion: 

“Today, Massachusetts takes 
another significant step forward 
on the path to a vibrant future. 
When we allow for a range of 
housing types in our neighbor-
hoods, people have opportunities 
to live in homes they can afford 

in the communities they choose. 
Accessory Dwelling Units can 
make housing more affordable 
for homeowners that build them 
and for renters looking for hous-
ing at different price points. As 
communities allow for Accesso-
ry Dwelling Units, multifamily 
housing, and smaller homes on 
smaller lots, we are fostering an 
environment where people, our 
neighborhoods, and our econo-
my can thrive.” 

Jesse Kanson-Benanav, Execu-
tive Director, Abundant Housing 
Massachusetts:  

“We were proud to partner 
with the Healey-Driscoll admin-
istration, Secretary Augustus and 
EOHLC, and advocates in ensur-
ing the Affordable Homes Act 
included a strong ADU provision 
that will unlock more housing 
production across the common-
wealth. Advocates have spoken of 
the need for standardization and 
fewer barriers to building ADUs 
and we have finally answered 
the call. ADUs are a gentle tool 
in the Massachusetts toolbox to 
address our severe housing stor-
age. This provision allows home-
owners to generate additional 
income or house loved ones with 
disabilities, aging family mem-
bers, or young adults who might 
not otherwise be able to afford to 
live in the community where they 
were raised. Legalizing Accessory 
Dwelling Units by-right in every 
city and town is an investment in 
the future of the commonwealth 
and its residents.” 

Marc Draisen, Executive 
Director, Metropolitan Area 
Planning Council (MAPC): 

“As new zoning allowing 
Accessory Dwelling Units goes 
into effect this week, cities and 
towns across Massachusetts now 
have a new tool for adding infill, 
small-scale homes to meet a vari-
ety of multi-generational needs in 
this tight housing market. MAPC 
stands ready to assist commu-
nities in implementing thought-
ful local regulations. We are 
eager to share our model zoning 
resource, created in partnership 
with EOHLC, that will stream-
line adoption in neighborhoods 
across our region.”
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Special to the Patriot-Bridge

A traveling group of outsider 
artists arrives at an abandoned 
amusement park. They carry 
their own props, don their own 
costumes and work to evoke – 
the best they know how – life in 
a quaint New England village. A 
broken-down rollercoaster serves 
as their set, enhanced by whatev-
er scraps they find. A rusty lever 
is lifted and the park’s lights come 
on. So begins Boston Lyric Opera’s 
80th anniversary production 
of “Rodgers & Hammerstein’s 
‘Carousel,’” directed by visionary 
artist and BLO Artistic Associate 
Anne Bogart, conducted by BLO 
Music Director David Angus, and 
running April 4-13, at the Emer-
son Colonial Theatre. Tickets are 
available now at BLO.org.

The cast comprises acclaimed 
opera artists including (below, 
l.-r.): Brandie Sutton (BLO debut) 
as Julie Jordan; Edward Nelson 
(BLO’s “desert in”) as Billy Bige-
low; Jamie Barton (BLO debut) as 
Nettie Fowler; Anya Matanovič 
(“The Rake’s Progress”) as Carrie 
Pipperidge; Omar Najmi (“The 
Anonymous Lover”) as Enoch 
Snow; Markel Reed (“Champi-
on”) as Jigger Craigin; and Bos-

ton Foundation President M. 
Lee Pelton (BLO debut) makes a 
cameo as The Starkeeper/Dr. Sel-
don.

THE STORY
Carousel follows the story of 

Billy, a charming but troubled man 
in a close-knit seaside town, and 
Julie, a woman with many friends 
and family, who falls for him 
despite the risks. Their romance 
costs them both their jobs, and 
their eventual marriage struggles 
as Billy grows frustrated by his 
lack of work. When Julie reveals 
she's pregnant, Billy vows to pro-
vide for the family and agrees to a 
robbery with the scheming Jigger. 
When the plan fails, Billy dies. A 
distraught Julie seeks support from 
her community and works to pro-
tect her daughter. In the afterlife, 
Billy is offered a chance to help his 
now-grown daughter Louise, who 
struggles on Earth with his lega-
cy. Returning as a troubled spirit, 
Billy tries to guide her. Although 
his presence is unseen, Louise feels 
his love. At her graduation, even 
Julie senses him. With his family’s 
future brightened, Billy finds eter-
nal peace.

Anne Bogart’s Take
Anne Bogart says when she 

was offered the chance to direct 
this CAROUSEL, her immediate 
response was an enthusiastic yes. 
“Carousel is a time capsule from 
1945,” she says, “carrying with it 
a sense of magic that transcends 
generations and packs a surprising 
emotional punch. The allure of 
second chances and the strength of 
community are powerful elements 
that emerge from the narrative.”

Through a contemporary lens, 
Bogart says the show’s depictions 
of domestic violence, cycles of 
poverty and crime, suicide, and 
toxic masculinity still resonate 
strongly. “The treatment of these 
issues in Carousel may seem out-
dated by modern standards, but 
its artistic merits – and willingness 
to tackle complex human actions 
– make it a thought-provoking 
work within the classical music 
theater canon. Carousel offers a 
profound exploration of love, loss 
and redemption.” Bogart says the 
idea of a traveling troupe present-
ing the show nods to the journey 
taken by Billy, to migrants who 
often find itinerant work in fishing 
communities, and to the show’s 
long history.

"Rodgers & Hammerstein’s 
Carousel is steeped in the grand 
traditions of opera, woven through 
with soaring melodies, sweeping 
orchestrations and deeply human 
drama,” says BLO Stanford Cal-
derwood General Director & 
CEO Bradley Vernatter. “Carou-
sel is closely tied to the lineage of 
American opera. It thrives on rich 
emotional depth, complex charac-
ters and a timeless, transcendent 
score. Decades later, its poignancy 
and musical grandeur still reso-
nate, proving that its heart beats 
not just with Broadway rhythm, 
but also with the pulse of some-
thing even greater—it’s an endur-
ing, lyrical epic.”

In addition to Bogart and 
Angus, the creative team for Car-
ousel includes: choreographer 
Shura Baryshnikov, whose new 

choreography aims to honor the 
movement by iconic dance maker 
Agnes de Mille; set designer Sara 
Brown, costume designer Haydee 
Zelideth, lighting designer Brian 
H. Scott, and wig and makeup 
designer Earon Chew Nealey. 

David Angus conducts a 
40-piece Boston Lyric Opera 
Orchestra in a performance that 
featured full operatic voices and 
unamplified singing. BLO Head of 
Music and Chorus Director Brett 
Hodgdon leads a 38-member Bos-
ton Lyric Opera chorus.

The Carousel cast also includes 
Sarah Heltzel, Theophile Victoria, 
Tyler Dobies, Devon Russo, Fred 
C. VanNess Jr., Alexander Davis, 
Sabrina Lobner, Angela Yam, 
Abigail Curran and John Robert 
Sasso.

BLO’s 80th Anniversary production of ‘Rodgers & Hammerstein’s ‘Carousel’
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MADNESS

Staff Report

Bishop Robert Brown, 
Senior Pastor of Zion 
Church Ministries’ 17th 
Annual Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Schol-
arship Breakfast, sched-
uled for Monday, Jan. 17, 
2022, has been canceled 
due to the recent outbreak 
of COVID-19 cases in the 
area.

The breakfast in honor 
of the Rev. Dr. King, the 
outstanding civil rights 
leader and orator, had 
been planned for Monday 
morning at the Edward G. 
Connelly Center.

“We decided to cancel 
the breakfast because of 
the COVID situation,” 
Bishop Brown said Tues-
day. “The COVID cases 
just kept going up and 

people were getting ner-
vous, and I can understand 
that. We are going to try to 
do an event virtually, like-
ly on the following Sun-
day [Jan. 23]. 

Bishop Brown said the 
MLK Breakfast was can-
celed for the second year 
in a row due to COVID. 
The last Zion Ministries’ 
MLK Breakfast was held 
in January, 2020.

Special to the Independent

Law Enforcement Lead-
ers to Reduce Crime and 
Incarceration (LEL) has 
announced that Middlesex 
Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian 
– a founding member – has 
joined the group’s execu-
tive board.

LEL was established in 
2015 with a goal of iden-
tifying and implementing 
solutions to reduce both 
crime and incarceration 
through a focus on four 
primary areas including in-
creasing alternatives to ar-
rest and prosecution (espe-
cially for mental health and 
drug treatment); strength-
ening community-law en-
forcement ties; reforming 
mandatory minimums; and 
restoring balance to crimi-
nal laws.

LEL is comprised of 
over 200 current and for-
mer police chiefs, sheriffs, 
federal and state prosecu-
tors, attorneys general and 
correctional officials from 

all 50 states.
“At the Middlesex Sher-

iff’s Office, we work side-
by-side with community 
leaders and local organi-
zations as well as our state 
and federal partners to en-
hance public safety through 
innovative and cutting-edge 
data-driven initiatives,” 
said Sheriff Koutoujian.  
“I am honored to join Law 
Enforcement Leaders as an 
executive board member. I 
look forward to highlight-
ing not only the work we 
are doing at the MSO, but 

lifting up the efforts of our 
colleagues across the nation 
to enhance public safety, 
strengthen police-commu-
nity relations and improve 
outcomes for justice-in-
volved individuals and their 
families.”

Sheriff Koutoujian, re-
tired Seattle Police Chief 
Carmen Best and current 
Ramsey County (MN) At-
torney John J. Choi join 
current executive board 
members including former 
Boston Police Commis-
sioner Kathleen O’Toole to 
form the new board.

“Law Enforcement 
Leaders is thrilled to wel-
come three new members—
Sheriff Peter Koutoujian, 

Chief Carmen Best (Ret.), 
and Ramsey County Attor-
ney John J. Choi—to the 
Executive Board,” said Ex-
ecutive Director Ronal Ser-
pas.  “Each member brings 
a unique law enforcement 
perspective and will draw 
from decades of experience 
and leadership in their re-
spective fields. Together, 
they will strengthen the 
Board and spearhead LEL 
as it seeks to fulfill its mis-
sion to reduce crime and 
mass incarceration.”

To learn more about Law 
Enforcement Leaders to 
Reduce Crime & Incarcera-
tion, its goals and members, 
please visit lawenforce-
mentleaders.org.
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TRASH 
DELAY

Due to the Martin Luther 
King Holiday on Monday 

January 17, 2022,
Trash will be delayed by 

one day
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

The Independent Newspaper Group 
Offices will be closed on

MONDAY, JANUARY 17
in observation of 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
JR. DAY

The office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

EVERETT IN THE SNOW

The signs says Welcome to Everett, it wasn’t meant for the snow last Friday. See page 8 for more snow photos.

Not many bike rentals last Friday.

The monument of Lt. 
Joseph Wehner WWI U.S. 
Army watches over Everett 
as the snow falls last Friday 
morning.

Shoveling snow is a ritual in New England, everyone can do without. Everett residents clearing their vehicles off early on Friday to begin the day.

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Breakfast is 
canceled due to COVID

Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian joins Executive Board of Law Enforcement Leaders to Reduce Crime and Incarceration

Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian.
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By Stephen Quigley

The recently-inaugurat-
ed City Council was ready 
to start its business for the 
New Year with all council-
ors present at the January 
10 meeting.

The problem of the 
growing number of tents 
and homeless encamp-
ments near Santilli Circle 
had the councilors more 
than a little concerned.

Ward 3 Councilor An-
thony DiPierro, one of the 
sponsors of a motion ask-
ing representatives from 
the city’s Inspectional 
Services Dept. (ISD) and 
from the Police Dept. to 
come to the council to dis-
cuss the issue, cautioned 
his fellow members that 
this encampment was near 
a school and “it could get 
worse.”

Ward 1 Councilor 
Wayne Matewsky echoed 
this concern, recalling the 
fire last year at the en-
campment area and noting 
that the encampment is 
just down the street from 
the $3 billion dollar casi-
no. 

“We cannot just throw 
them out, but we have to 
do something,” said Coun-
cilor at Large Richard 
Dell Isola, adding that he 
and his son have brought 
down supplies for those 
living there. “They are on 
state property, but this is 
our city.”

The council then voted 
to refer the motion to the 
Public Safety Committee 
and requested representa-
tives from the ISD and the 
Police Dept. to appear.

The controversial mat-

ter of compensation and 
longevity pay for the of-
fice of the mayor once 
again was discussed by 
the council.

Ward 2 Councilor 
Stephanie Martins spon-
sored a motion that the 
issue be discussed at a 
special meeting of the 
council, which is formally 
known as a Committee of 
the Whole.

“We should put politics 
aside and talk about the 
compensation of the office 
of mayor now and in the 
future,” said Martins, who 
added that at this meeting 
all compensation should 
be discussed, as well as 
taking into consideration 
the compensations of 
mayors and city managers 
in other communities.

“I have no problem 
with the salary of the may-
or, but with the longevity 
section,” said Councilor at 
Large Michael Marchese, 
who voiced the view that 
the issue does not need 
a special meeting of the 
Committee of the Whole, 
but should be discussed 
right now.

However, Martins 
countered by stating that 
a special meeting would 
be beneficial and will pro-
vide an opportunity for the 
council to go into depth on 
the question since there 
will be no other matters 
before the councilors.

“This issue has been 
kicked around,” said 
Matewsky, who also noted 
that whatever the council 
does, the new regulations 
will not take effect for 

Everett City Council 
addresses homeless 
encampment

See COUNCIL Page 2

vironments. In addition to Colombia’s vibrant cul-ture, colors, sounds and dense natural scenery. For this mural at Ashley and Boardman, Ortiz took both of these factors and put them down taking nature’s elements from Eastie.This is not the first time Redgate has com-missioned local artists for work in the commu-nity. The developer hired cross-medium artist Mia Cross also created a dra-

matic interior painting which is the signature feature of Addison Street project’s lobby.  Cross, a Boston-based artist who is originally from Framingham – has been featured in numer-ous galleries and exhibits throughout New England and New York, and her work lives in private col-lections throughout Eu-rope and the United States. 
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By John Lynds

Anyone who lives in Orient Heights knows the area near the Marty Pino Community Center where Ashley Street dumps out onto Boardman can be a dangerous area for pedes-trians and motorists. With a community cen-ter and neighboring Noyes Park hosting hundreds of children each week once the weather gets warm the city has heard enough complaints about the in-tersection to begin trying something different. Since last March the Boston Transportation Department has deployed 

a host of different traffic calming measures includ-ing installing permanent traffic cones to demon-strate the city’s plan to transform the triangular intersection into a more user friendly area for mo-torists and pedestrians. Recently, Redgate, the developers of the 230-unit apartment community on Addison Street, teamed up with the City of Bos-ton’s Tactical Urbanism Initiative to create a safer intersection at Ashley and Boardman streets.Redgate commissioned celebrated Colombian art-ist Felipe Ortiz to turn the portion of the troubled in-

tersection within the traf-fic cones into a work of art. 
Ortiz’s now completed mural incorporates imag-ery of native wildlife from Belle Isle Marsh into a public art piece for all to enjoy while drawing atten-tion to the traffic calming measures that have been deployed by the city. The commissioning of Ortiz was part of a com-munity benefits mitigation package in connection with Redgate’s Addison Street project and was funded through the Addi-son project in collabora-tion with the tactical ur-banism initiative 

“The place we have created at Addison is very welcoming and hopefully inspiring to the artist com-munity, and these won-derful pieces of public art reflect that idea,” said Da-mian Szary, a Principal at Redgate. “Felipe’s street mural not only has created great beauty for all of East Boston to appreciate, but it will actually contribute to improved public safety at the Ashley and Boardman intersection.”Ortiz’s unique murals are a fusion of artistic themes representing the urban scenery from the U.S., its vast landscape, and fast-paced urban en-

Celebrated Colombian artist Felipe Ortiz turns Eastie intersection into work of art

This aerial view shows how celebrated Colombian artist Felipe Ortiz turned the intersection at Ashley and Boardman Streets into a work of art. 

By John Lynds

Last week the Boston Licensing Board approved plans for a new ‘pan-Latin’ restaurant on the corner of Border and Decatur Street inside a commercial space created by NOAH (East Boston Neighborhood of Affordable Housing) as part of its Coppersmith Village project. According to the pro-posal before the Licensing Board last week, Pearl & Lime Restaurant, which will be managed and part-ly owned  by lifelong East-ie resident Vanik Hacopi-an, plans to obtain a seven day all alcoholic license for the planned 3,626 square foot restaurant. At-torney Andrew Upton told the board his clients plan to create 3,071 square feet inside and an additional 555 square foot season-al outdoor patio with 40 seats. Upton said the patio would close by 10 a.m. but the indoor portion of the restaurant would remain open until 1 a.m. “Pearl and Lime is a fresh pan-Latin concept with neighborhood price points and a commit-

ment to being part of the community,” said Upton. “Fresh food and a com-fortable modern atmo-sphere and decor will be the calling cards of this new neighborhood restau-rant. The character and fitness of this applicant is clear. This is the team that’s behind Pearl and Lime in Quincy and are a family friendly, fresh pan-Latin concept that has become a neighborhood fixture and has had no vio-lations or complaints from their neighbors. They’ve proven this concept and are excited about this East Boston location. Further their landlord, NOAH, has chosen this team due to their sensitivity to the res-idents, the neighbors and the community.”The planned restaurant approved last week re-ceived support from City Councilor Lydia Edwards and Rep. Adrian Madaro as well as the Maverick Square Neighborhood As-sociation (MSNA). 

By John Lynds

Yesterday, voters in East Boston and the rest of the First Suffolk & Middlesex district went to the polls and elected City Councilor Lydia Edwards to serve as their next state senator. Once sworn in Edwards will become the first woman and the first person of color to repre-sent the district.  “I am grateful to the people of Boston, Cam-bridge, Revere and Win-throp for sending me to Beacon Hill to fight for our communities,” said Senator-Elect Edwards. “I know how to fight for what you believe in, build a movement and win, and I am looking forward to continuing the work in the state house. When in 2014 we passed the Domestic Workers Bill of Rights, we showed the world that nannies and house clean-ers can write laws: they know as workers, as wom-en, as immigrants and people of color, about the 

dignity they deserve and they know when our gov-ernment needs to do more to guarantee their rights 

and wellbeing.”Edwards continued, “Like so many in our communities, I know what 

it’s like to be unable to af-ford school lunch, to lose a job and panic about next month’s rent, to live each day breathing in air pol-lution and to worry about tomorrow as the sea levels continue to rise. Together, with our pain and purpose, we will fight for laws and the social conditions that protect people, communi-ties and our planet. I am excited for the journey ahead.”
The election took place across the district during Tuesday’s frigid state gen-eral election and included Wards and Precincts in Eastie, Revere, Witnrh-jtop, the North End, Bea-con Hill, Bay Village, Chinatown, the South End and Cambridgeport. With no Republican challenger on the ballot Edwards’s win was all but guaranteed Tuesday. 

Edwards defeated Re-vere School Committee member Anthony D’Am-brosio during the Decem-

City Councilor Edwards becomes Senator-elect Edwards
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Boston Licensing Board approves new restaurant

See EDWARDS Page 2

See LICENSING Page 2

Eastie resident Vanik Hacopian talks about his new restaurant concept at last week’s Licensing Board hearing.

Senator-Elect Lydia Edwards.

By Cary Shuman

The Rev. Patrick Fran-
cis Healy, the beloved 
chaplain of the Chelsea 
Soldiers’ Home for several 
years, died Wednesday at 
Cambridge Hospital. He 
was 100 years old.

The Rev. Healy grew up 
in Charlestown and gradu-
ated from Boston English 
in 1939. He served in the 
United States Armed Forc-
es for 23 years, with stops 
in Japan, Germany, South 
Korea, and two tours of 
duty in Vietnam. He was 
the recipient of three 
Bronze Stars and the ‘V’ Device for heroism and 

valor.
Mr. Healy was ordained 

to the priesthood on June 
2, 1947, one day after his 
26th birthday. He served as 
the chaplain of the Chelsea 
Soldiers’ Home for more 
than two decades, becom-
ing a source of inspiration 
for his fellow veterans 
who were residents of the 
Soldiers’ Home. He pre-

By Adam Swift

Even as vaccination 
rates have topped 80 per-
cent in the city and the 
pandemic nears the two-
year mark, Covid-19 con-
tinues to leave its mark 
in Chelsea and across the 
country.

Recently, City Manager 
Tom Ambrosino provided 
an update to residents on 
new Covid-19 procedures 
and what they can con-
tinue to do to keep them-
selves and their family 
and neighbors safe.

“We are in the midst of 
a surge of the new highly 
transmissible, but less se-
vere Omicron variant of 
the Covid-19 virus,” said 
Ambrosino. “The Centers 
for Disease Control and 
the Massachusetts De-
partment of Public Health 
have adopted new rules to 

address this variant and 
to allow the public to end 
isolation and quarantine 
and allow people to re-
turn to the workplace in a 
quicker fashion. In many 
cases, these rules are more 
lenient and less dependent 
upon testing and far more 
accommodating to people 
who are fully vaccinated 
with the available booster 
shot.”

Ambrosino said every-
one is strongly encour-
aged to get vaccinated 
and receive the available 
boosters as soon as they 
are eligible.

The new state and na-
tional guidelines, he said, 
fall into three categories.

The first is for those 
who test positive for 
Covid. Ambrosino said 
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TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the 
holiday, trash will 

be delayed by 
one day. 

Trash will be delayed 
by one day due to the 

Martin Luther King 
Holiday on 
January 17

 APPECIATION

See COVID Page 3

By Adam Swift

The city’s ARPA Com-
munity Advisory Com-
mittee should have rec-
ommendations on how 
Chelsea can best spend 
$15 million in federal re-
lief funds by the end of the 
winter.

“The ARPA Commit-
tee, following the holi-
days, will be resuming its 
meetings and will help 
determine how best to 
spend about $15 million in 
funds provided to the city 
by the federal government 
in the American Rescue 
Plan Act of 2021 after get-
ting information from the 
community over the past 

few months and over the 
next two months,” said 
City Manager Thomas 
Ambrosino. “The com-
mittee is expected to make 
recommendations to the 
city about the best way to 
spend the money, proba-
bly some time toward the 
end of February or early 
March.”

The 20-member com-
mittee is tasked with mak-
ing recommendations for 
spending approximately 
$15 million of the $40 in 
ARPA funds and began 
meeting last September.

The specific organiza-
tions that get the money 

By Adam Swift

The City Council and 
School Committee will 
meet on Monday, Feb. 7 
to select two new School 
Committee members.

The vacant seats are in 
Districts 4 and 5. In Dis-
trict 4, there was no can-
didate on the ballot for 

the municipal election in 
November, and no write-
in candidates garnered the 
necessary number of votes 
to be declared the winner.

In District 5, incumbent 
School Committee mem-
ber Henry Wilson, who is 
facing legal issues, was on 
the ballot, but declined to 
take the seat, according to 

City Solicitor Cheryl Wat-
son-Fisher.

There were also no 
candidates on the ballot 
in District 3, but former 
District 3 City Councillor 
Naomi Zabot mounted a 
successful write-in cam-
paign to take the seat.

Anyone who lives in 
District 4 or 5 (as deter-

mined by the district lines 
in the 2021 election) can 
drop off a resume in the 
City Council or school 
administration offices or 
email fmelara@chelsea-
ma.gov or vdyer-medi-
na@chelseama.gov. The 
deadline for applications 
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CHELSEA IN THE SNOW

Chelsea Square was deserted during the snowfall on Friday. See page 5 for more snow scenes.

Friday morning Chelsea residents awoke to the task of cleaning snow off their cars to start the day. Chelsea City Hall covered with the first snow fall of 2022.

City Manager gives update 
on latest Covid procedures

Committee nearing decision 
on use of federal relief funds

School Committee member candidates wanted

Staff Report

The Chelsea Record 
interviewed GreenRoots’ 
dynamic executive direc-
tor, Roseann Bongiovanni, 
about the organization’s 
work in 2021 and its goals 
for 2022.

GreenRoots is a com-
munity-based organization 
dedicated to improving 
and enhancing the urban 
environment and public 
health in Chelsea and sur-
rounding communities.

Following are Green-
Roots Executive Director 

Roseann Bongiovanni’s 
responses:

In respect to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
was it a challenging year 
for GreenRoots?

 Yes, 2021 continued to 
be a challenging year for 
GreenRoots as it was for 
the whole city.  But we did 
see hope and celebration 
in a way that we did not 
in 2020.  Throughout this 
past year, we continued to 
support the City’s emer-
gency food distribution 
hub with the purchase of 
supplies and equipment to 
run their facility; we pro-
vided Chelsea residents 
with cash assistance for 
COVID-related needs; and 
our Health Equity Corps 
and Vaccine Ambassadors 

worked diligently to get 
Chelsea folks vaccinated.  
Together with the Chelsea 
Black Community, La Co-
laborativa and the City of 
Chelsea, our multi-lingual, 
intergenerational vaccine 
ambassadors helped to get 
our vaccination rates well 
over 85%.  This is some-
thing we all are incredibly 
proud of. 

 In addition to our 
COVID-related work, 
we are celebrating some 
major victories this year 

An interview with GreenRoots Executive Director Roseann Bongiovanni

Roseann Bongiovanni.

See BONGIOVANNI Page 3

See FUNDS  Page 6

See CANDIDATES  Page 2

The Rev. Patrick Francis Healy, 
beloved chaplain at Soldiers’ 
Home, passes away at 100

See HEALY  Page 2

The Rev. Patrick Healy 
(right) listens as Eugene 
O’Flaherty reads a proc-
lamation honoring the 
Rev. Healy’s outstanding 
service to the Chelsea 
Soldiers’ Home where he 
served as chaplain.

Special to the Patriot-Bridge
Just a few weeks ago, Dr. Thomas Mulroy, 38, of Charlestown, was in Chiclayo, Peru, where he cared for indige-nous residents in a makeshift clinic in an abandoned warehouse with-out modern tools or electricity.  Making the best of rudimentary resources, he and his team pushed three chairs together to form an exam table and used a flashlight 

app and college-level Spanish to provide expert medical care to local patients, many of whom are migrant workers and families of the remote villages in Central and South America.  Seeing firsthand the disparities in healthcare access and technology in non-industrial-ized countries has inspired the pri-mary care sports medicine doctor to do more.
“The nearest hospital for most people is hours away and only 

accessible if they are lucky enough to have transportation,” says Dr. Mulroy, a North Shore Physicians Group doctor who was introduced to the volunteer program when working as an urgent care phy-sician in New York City several years ago. “In these remote com-munities, we see a lot of dietary, skeletal and muscular issues. We bring what supplies and medica-tions we can with us, but it never feels like enough. More volunteers are needed to meet people where they live and provide the care these residents need to survive.” Dr. Mulroy typically sees patients at the North Shore Physicians Group practice in Beverly, MA, which is affiliated 
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CnC CORnERThe Charlestown Neighborhood Council Development 

Committee will hold a public meeting on Wednesday, January 19, 

at 7 pm to consider the Related Beal proposal to erect a life sciences 

building at 420 Rutherford Avenue, Charlestown. The meeting will 

be held in person at the Knights of Columbus (masks required), 545 

Medford Street, Charlestown.
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Dr. Thomas Mulroy, of Charlestown, with local Peruvians from the Cusco area where he climbed Rainbow 

Mountain in between seeing patients at the clinic.

By John Lynds

The Boston Planning and Development Agency (BPDA) will be hosting a virtual Impact Advisory Group (IAG) meet-ing on the Draft Project Impact Report (DPIR) for the One Mystic Avenue project. The meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, January 19 from  6:00 pm to 8:00 pm and residents can log onto https://bit.ly/32DM-1Kh to participate. However, the BPDA advised that this meeting will be different from that of a traditional com-munity meeting. As part of the development review process, IAG members work closely with BPDA staff to identify the impacts of a project and recommend appro-priate community benefits to off-set those impacts. IAG meetings prioritize discussion between the developer and IAG members.Developers looking to convert a 60,089 square foot parcel in an industrial corner of Charlestown between Sullivan Square and Somerville into a 25-story mixed-use development recently filed a 

(DPIR) with the Boston Planning and Development Agency in November. 
The filing for the project at 1 Mystic Ave. triggered a public comment period under the BPDA’s Article 80 Large Project Review and residents can submit com-ments until January 26 at http://www.bostonplans.org/projects/development-projects/one-mys-tic-avenue. 

Since filing a Project Notification Form (PNF) with the BPDA back in January the devel-opers, One Mystic Owner, have made changes to the project after meetings with the community and BPDA. 
When the developer filed its PNF, they looked to construct 695 residential units in a 29 story building with ground food com-mercial space. The updated plans look to construct a 478,880-gross-square-foot, 25-story building with 639 units on the site cur-rently occupied by the BellSimons Cos. (an HVAC, refrigeration, and plumbing service), Flynn’s Auto Local doctor returns from mission trip

BPDA to hold meeting on Sullivan Square project

(Peru Pg. 8)

(BPDA Pg. 4)

By Dan Murphy

As the new City Council Pres-
ident, District 2 Councilor Ed 
Flynn is looking forward to serv-
ing in the role during the dawn 
of Mayor Michelle Wu’s new 
administration, as well as amid 
an influx of new blood into the 
City Council.

 “I’m really proud of my 
new colleagues who just start-

ed and are off to a strong start. 
They really care about the city 
and their neighborhoods. And 
I’m equally proud of the current 
councilors and look forward to 
a productive term working with 
Mayor Wu,” said Flynn, who 
was unanimously voted in as the 
new council president for a two-
year term  by his fellow council-
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new City Council President Ed Flynn looks forward to serving during historic time for the city and for the council

(Flynn, Pg. 3)
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Chapel Street Footbridge, Riverway lit up as part of the Emerald Necklace Conservancy’s ‘Lights in the Necklace’ exhibition.

Emerald necklace Conservancy 
to bring back ‘Lights in the necklace’

Staff Report

The Emerald Necklace Con-
servancy is bringing back a won-
derful reason to visit the Emer-
ald Necklace parks this winter. 
“Lights in the Necklace” is a 
unique lighting exhibition which 

began last year and will return 
beginning February 1 and con-
tinuing through March 20, 2022.

Select bridges, and some 
trees, in the Emerald Necklace 
will be awash with an emerald 
glow. “Lights in the Necklace” 
celebrates the power of Boston 

and Brookline’s urban parks to 
bring visitors together, inspire 
and light the way in challenging 
times. Enjoy the lighting on a 
series of iconic Emerald Neck-
lace bridges, from dusk to 9pm, 
daily. Also delight in the ten 

(EmErald nEcklacE Pg. 5)

PHOTO COURTESY OF CITY OF BOSTON
City Council President and 
District 2 Councilor Ed Flynn.

Wu, public officials 
discuss Mass/Cass

City in process of removing encampments
By Lauren Bennett

Mayor Michelle Wu held a 
press conference on January 10 
to provide updates on the public 
health crisis at Mass and Cass.

“Our efforts here at Mass 
and Cass have been driven by a 
public health and housing-led 
approach,” Wu said, adding that 
the encampments “are not a safe 
or healthy place for anyone to be 
living.” 

There is no heat or running 
water and fires have broken out 
in the area as people attempt to 
stay warm.

With this week’s frigid weath-
er especially, there are “ongoing 
issues around frostbite and hypo-
thermia as temperatures drop,” 
Wu said. 

The Wu administration has 
surveyed folks living in the Mass/

(mass/cass Pg. 3)

PHOTO BY DAN MURPHYThe entrance to the former below-grade Boston Sports Club location at 361 Newbury St., now being proposed as a future Planet Fitness out-post. See story on Page 3.

PLANET FITNESS SEEKS BSC SITE

By Dan Murphy

One day ahead of the dead-
line set by Mayor Michelle 
Wu to clear out the homeless 
encampments at Mass. and Cass, 

neighbors on hand for a virtu-
al meeting of the South End, 
Newmarket, Roxbury Working 
Group on Addiction, Recovery, 
and Homelessness on Tuesday, 
Jan.11, expressed their concerns 

that the city’s measures would 
only temporarily remedy the 
problem and the encampments, 
along with the open-air drug 

Working group meeting focuses on ongoing issues at Mass/Cass as city’s deadline looms for clearing out encampments

(Working group Pg. 4)

By John Lynds

Parents at the North End’s 
Eliot School are fuming over the 
introduction of the so-called ‘10-
point’ penalty placed on some 
high performing Boston Public 
Schools in order to level the play-

ing field for entrance to Boston’s 
exam school like Boston Latin, 
Boston Latin Academy and the 
O’Bryant. 

The Eliot, which serves many 
students from Back Bay, Beacon 
Hill, the North End, Charles-

Eliot School parents circulating petition 
to Wu over exam school entrance plan

(Eliot school Pg. 7)
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By Dan MurphyAs the new City Council Pres-
ident, District 2 Councilor Ed 
Flynn is looking forward to serv-
ing in the role during the dawn of 
Mayor Michelle Wu’s new admin-
istration, as well as amid an influx 
of new blood into the City Coun-
cil.

“I’m really proud of my new 
colleagues who just started and 
are off to a strong start. They real-
ly care about the city and their 
neighborhoods. And I’m equally 
proud of the current councilors 
and look forward to a productive 
term working with Mayor Wu,” 
said Flynn, who was unanimously 
voted in as the new council pres-
ident for a two-year term  by his 
fellow councilors during the City 
Council’s first meeting of the new 
year on Jan. 3 at City Hall’s Chris-
topher A. Iannella Chamber. The Council’s five new mem-

bers,  District 4 Councilor Brian 
Worrell, At-Large Councilor Ruth-
zee Louijeune, District 6 Councilor 
Kendra Hicks, District 7 Council-
or Tania Fernandes Anderson, and 
At-Large Councilor Erin Murphy, 

who filled Michelle Wu’s vacancy 
on the Council after Wu was elect-
ed mayor, were on hand for their 
first City Council meeting after 
being sworn in only hours earlier 
at City Hall. 

“The new City Councilors 
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Beacon Hill Civic Association Community Corner

(BHCA Pg. 3)

(Flynn Pg. 4)
EVERYONE LOVES A SLED RIDE

By Dan MurphyAs the owner of Teddy’s on the 
Hill , which is set to open before 
the end of the month in the Bow-
doin Street space that was home 
for more than a century to The 
Red Hat, Jake Nicholson is well 
aware that he has been entrusted 
with carrying on the legacy of a 
fabled Boston institution.“What we’re looking to accom-

plish when we open, first and 
foremost, is keeping the nostalgia 
of one of the most iconic spots in 
the city,” he said.  “And second, 
what can we do to give it a breath 
of fresh air for the neighborhood 
and everyone else?”Long before the inception of 

Teddy’s on the Hill, Nicholson, a 
more than 20-year veteran of the 
restaurant industry who most recently co-man-aged the now-shuttered Finn McCool’s in the Financial District, was already well acquainted with The Red Hat, which operated at 9 Bowdoin St. from 1907 until last June, as it was a popular destination for restaurant workers.

“I’ve been coming here for years,” said Nicholson. 
“Just being in the industry, it was 
one of the spots we always used to 
go come to after a game or some-
thing, so I had an idea of the what 
the potential was, and what it had 

been. I saw an opportunity for 
ownership and thought what bet-
ter spot to do it in than one of the 
most iconic bars in Boston? “If you’re going to be a bear, 

you mind as well be a grizzly,” he 
added.

Working alongside Nicholson 
at Teddy’s on the Hill is Courtney 
Nunheimer, general manager, bev-
erage director, and self-described 
“jack of all trades.”

PHOTO BY JACOB WEAVER

This was Hudson’s first time sledding in Boston Common. He recently 

turned 2 and every time we walked by Charles Street Supply Hardware 

Store he would point and mumble at the sleds out front so I got him 

this blue toboggan for Christmas and he got to try it out this weekend 

with our dog Woodstock!

COURTESY OF CITY OF BOSTON
City Council President and District 2 Councilor Ed Flynn.

New City Council President Ed Flynn looks forward to serving

Teddy’s on the Hill set to take over old Red Hat space

PHOTOS COURTESY TEDDY’S ON THE HILL AND D. MURPHY
Above, The former Red Hat space at 9 Bowdoin St., which 

will soon be home to Teddy’s on the Hill. Left, a look inside 
Teddy’s on the Hill.

(Teddy’s Pg. 5)undecorating continues this weekend!
We will continue undecorating this Saturday, Sun-

day, and Monday, January 14, 15, and 16. Thank 

you to those volunteers who began the process last 

weekend.
We would ask that you undecorate the poles you 

decorated if possible or the poles near your home. 

We’d like to use this opportunity to remove all of the 

out-of-date permits off of the poles, as well as old 

tape and tie wraps. We have clippers in the BHCA 

office that you are welcome to borrow to do this. 
Load 8-10 garlands, bows and all, into black 

contractor bags, which you can procure at Charles 
Pictured (left to right), Darci O’Brien and BHCA 

Directors and Events Committee Co-Chairs 
Michelle Lavers and Melanie Bertani help kick off 

Undecorating last weekend.

By Lauren Bennett

The Jamaica Plain Neighbor-hood Council (JPNC) met virtu-ally on January 11 for a make-up December meeting, as there was not a quorum of council members to hold a meeting in December.The Council first heard a pre-sentation from the team at SEED, 

the cannabis dispensary at 401A Centre St., which requested a change in closing hours as well as the removal of language about a shared valet
SEED Chief of Staff Tomas Gonzalez, as well as CEO April Arrasate were on hand to present the proposal and address com-ments and questions.

Arrasate said that SEED’s current hours are 11am to 8pm but their original proposal was for 10am to 10pm, so that is what they are proposing now. “We are trying to get in line with our competitors,” Arrasate said, adding that they believe the 
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Showing you...the way home in JP for decades.

Continued on page 4

By Laura PLummer

On Thursday, Jan. 6, District E13 of the Boston Police De-partment (BPD) hosted its first virtual police and community relations meeting of 2022. The monthly meeting, which is car-ried out virtually over Zoom, is an opportunity for members of the public to learn about local crime and ask questions of law 

enforcement.
At every meeting, Sgt. John Dougherty provides Part One crime data assembled by the Bos-ton Regional Intelligence Center. Part One crimes are the most se-rious, and don’t include offenses like vandalism, drug dealing or possession of firearms.Overall crime in Boston de-

autor: Laura PLummer

El jueves 6 de enero, el Dis-trito E13 del Departamento de Policía de Boston (BPD) organizó su primera reunión virtual de rel-aciones comunitarias y policiales de 2022. La reunión mensual, que se lleva a cabo virtualmente a través de Zoom, es una oportuni-dad para que los miembros del público aprendan sobre el crimen 

local y hagan preguntas sobre la aplicación de la ley.En cada reunión, el Sgto. John Dougherty proporciona datos so-bre delitos de la Parte Uno re-unidos por el Centro Regional de Inteligencia de Boston. Los delitos de la Parte Uno son los más graves y no incluyen el van-dalismo, el tráfico de drogas o la 

JP UNDER SNOW

Snow fell on JP last Friday and many residents enjoyed their time outside  around Jamaica Pond (above) or fighting the cold with some hot coffee, (right) and, of course,  playing in the snow as can be seen on Pages 4 and 5. 

JPNC discusses requests from SEED dispensary
La delincuencia disminuyó un 32 por ciento

Crime in JP down 32 percent in 2021

Continued on page 3

Continued on page 3

By John Lynds

Mayor Michelle Wu announced this month the City of Boston, in collaboration with the Core Empowerment Social Justice Cannabis Museum in Jamaica Plain, will offer a series of free introductory informational ses-sions beginning Tuesday, Janu-ary 18 on the cannabis industry and entrepreneurship for those who intend to operate a cannabis business in the City of Boston. Wu said the objective of these January sessions is to increase the number of equity owned cannabis business licensees and applicants in the City of Boston. “As we build a cannabis in-

dustry in our City, it’s crucial to uplift the communities that have lived the harms of previous mar-ijuana laws and enforcement,” said Mayor Michelle Wu. “I en-courage all interested entrepre-neurs to use these resources to ensure equitable growth for this emerging industry.”In November of 2019, the City of Boston passed an “Ordinance Establishing Equitable Regula-tion of the Cannabis Industry,” which requires the development of procedures and policies that encourage participation in the regulated cannabis industry by communities that have been dis-

City, JP Cannabis Museum offering informational sessions

Continued on page 2

All month longAll month long
Call the office at (781) 485-0588 

with any questions

OR REACH US ONLINE AT
MDIBELLA@WINTHROPTRANSCRIPT.COM – MAUREEN DIBELLA

CHARLESTOWNADS@HOTMAIL.COM – SIOUX GEROW
DEB@REVEREJOURNAL.COM — DEB DIGREGORIO 

By Cary Shuman

The Revere City Coun-cil listened intently Mon-day night as Brian Dakin, construction manager for the new Revere High School project, gave a de-tailed presentation on all aspects of the project, from the timeline for design and construction, to the costs, and the three construction options on the table.

Dakin offered a slide presentation to comple-ment his remarks. For the parents of schoolchildren watching at home, it had to be breathtaking to view the incredible plans for the potential $394 million project. State reimburse-ment would be about $163 million.
“This was an excel-

Staff Report 

Mayor Brian M. Arrigo announced Revere will ob-serve Martin Luther King Day with “A Tribute to Martin Luther King Jr.”, a multi-faceted presentation 

is a collaboration between Revere Public Schools and the City’s Human Rights Commission that will fea-ture music, discussion, and dynamic performance.

By John Lynds

Yesterday, voters in Re-vere  and the rest of the First Suffolk & Middlesex district went to the polls and elected City Council-or Lydia Edwards to serve as their next state senator. Once sworn in Edwards will become the first wom-an and the first person of color to represent the dis-trict.  
“I am grateful to the people of Boston, Cam-

bridge, Revere and Win-throp for sending me to 
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Council hears presentation on new Revere High School project

Arrigo announces grant program to support local businesses and protect jobs

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 2

Revere residents will vote on new 
Regional high school project on Jan. 25

CHA RENAMES OBSTETRICS AND GYNECOLOGY CENTERS
Cambridge Health Al-liance (CHA) Women’s Health Centers have a new name. All three cen-ters in Cambridge, Somer-ville and Revere are now called CHA Obstetrics and Gynecology Centers. CHA Obstetrics and Gynecology Centers fo-cus on providing safe and equitable gynecological, reproductive health as well as prenatal and post-natal care. “We care about all of our patients, every day,” said Kate Harney, MD, CHA’s chief of ob-stetrics and gynecology. In 2021, CHA’s Labor, Delivery and Postpar-tum services were named among the top 100 in the country by Newsweek magazine. This recogni-tion, along with a Leap-frog A grade and distin-guished awards from the 

Looking for exceptional service?  If you are thinking of buying 

or selling call Jorge Betancur.  He has been a top selling 

agent in Revere for the past 5 years.  Put him to work for 

you TODAY!

Jorge Betancur508.677.5570Century 21 Mario Real Estate
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SCENES FROM THE FIRST SNOW OF THE YEAR

See EDWARDS Page 7

See KING Page 7

See HIGH SCHOOL Page 6

Shown above,  the public playground at the Susan B Anthony Complex was empty, filled with snow, instead of playful students Friday morning as Thursday evening’s storm continued to blanket the City Friday morning. 
Shown right, a resident awaits an Uber in the snow.Shown below, early morning on Union Street as the snow starts to pile up.

Lydia Edwards becomes Senator-Elect Edwards following election

The Independent Newspaper Group Offices will be closed onMONDAY, JANUARY 17in observation of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAYThe office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18
Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

By Cary Shuman

Northeast Regional Vocational High School Committee member An-thony Caggiano is urging Revere residents to vote on Jan. 25 in favor of the new high school project that is being planned for the current site in Wake-field.
The referendum will be held on Tuesday, Jan. 25, from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., at the St. Anthony’s Church bingo hall. New Elections Commissioner Paul Fahey will oversee the election in Revere. The other 11 com-munities in the district will also be voting on Jan. 25.“The vibes that [North-east] Supt. David DiBarri and got from Mayor Brian 

Arrigo and city officials is that they seem very sup-portive of the building of a new [Northeast] high school,” said Caggiano.Caggiano said con-struction costs for the new school would be $317 million, of which the state reimbursement is $141 million. He said that Re-vere’s share of the project would be approximately $1.8 million per year for 20 years.
“The new high school would be built on top of the hill on the Northeast campus where the football field [Breakheart Stadium] is,” said Caggiano. “Once construction is finished, the old school would be demolished. We would then build new athletic 

fields on the site of the old school.”
The new Northeast Re-gional high school would have an enrollment of 1,600 students, an increase from the current enroll-ment of 1,300 students.“Revere currently has the highest enrollment 

See NE VOKE Page 5

State Senator-Elect Lydia Edwards.

Staff Report

Mayor Brian M. Ar-rigo and the Revere De-partment of Planning and Community Develop-ment (DPCD) announced $415,000 in Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding to es-tablish a Microenterprise 

Grant Program. The pro-gram is aimed at microen-terprises and aims to help those small entrepreneurs as they withstand the con-tinued pressures of operat-ing in a COVID environ-ment. Micro-enterprises are defined as businesses 
See GRANTS Page 5

City commemorates MLK Jr. with multi-faceted tribute

By John Lynds

It seems as though Win-
throp is not immune to the 
rising number of COVID 
cases that have affect-
ed neighboring cities and 
towns and some are reas-
sessing that bit of freedom 
we all enjoyed over the 
summer months. 

According to the Direc-
tor of the Winthrop Depart-
ment of Public Health & 
Clinical Services

Meredith Hurley, RN, 
MPH, the weekly positive 
test rate jumped 82 percent 
when comparing the week 
ending January 1 with the 
week ending December 25.

For the week ending 

January 1 3,386 Winthrop 
residents were tested for 
COVID and 15.8 percent 
were found to be positive. 
This was an 82 percent 
spike from the 8.7 percent 
that tested positive the 
week prior. 

Six percent more resi-
dents were tested for the vi-
rus during the week ending 
January 1 so it seems the 
Omnicron variant, which 
makes up nearly all new 
cases in the US, is spread-
ing rapidly through the 
town. 

The number of con-
firmed cases jumped from 
280 to 535 from Christmas 

By Laura Plummer

The Winthrop School 
Committee met on Jan. 10, 
where the dominant theme 
of the evening was the un-
precedented staff and stu-
dent absences in the district.

The meeting was the first 
to be attended by newly 
elected Town Council Pres. 
James Letterie and School 
Committee member Su-
zanne Leonard. They joined 
Chairwoman Jennifer Pow-
ell, Vice Chair Julie Barrie, 
and members Gus Martucci 
and Suzanne Swope.

Supt. Lisa Howard con-
gratulated and welcomed 
the committee’s new mem-
bers, calling it “an exciting 

time to start anew.”

COVID
In her usual COVID up-

date, Supt. Howard report-
ed a level of student and 
staff absences never before 
seen in the district. The 
town had predicted a spike 
due to holiday gatherings, 
especially with the Omi-
cron variant already on the 
rise, but nothing like this.

On Monday, Jan. 3, the 
district was missing 446 
students (almost a quarter 
of all enrolled) and 20 staff. 
While the student absences 
seemed to level off in the 
following days, the staff 

Staff Report

For Kids Only After-
school (FKO) received a 
$5,000 grant award from 
East Boston Savings Bank 
Charitable Foundation for 
FKO’s scholarship program 
to cover tuition costs for 
families in need.

“We are extremely grate-
ful for this generous grant 
which expanded access to 
safe afterschool and sum-
mer enrichment activities 
for Winthrop youth,” said 

Deborah Kneeland Keegan, 
FKO Executive Director. 
100% of grant funding was 
used to provide scholarship 
assistance that allows low 
and moderate income and 
at-risk school-aged youth 
from Winthrop access to 
quality out-of-school time 
enrichment.

FKO collaborates with 
Winthrop Public Schools 
and other community and 
government partners to 
design and provide out-
of-school-time (OST) ser-

vices that meet the needs 
of local youth. Through its 
longstanding contract with 
the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Early Education 
and Care, FKO provides 
low-income families with 
subsidized programming 
and through its contract 
with Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Family and Chil-
dren’s Services, provides 
Supportive Child Care ser-
vices for children at risk 
of abuse or neglect, living 
in foster care, or exposed 
to trauma. Together, these 
collaborations help FKO 
connect Winthrop youth to 
safe, healthy enrichment 
opportunities.

With this generous fund-
ing from the East Boston 
Savings Bank Charitable 
Foundation FKO will con-

Winthrop, MA 02152 | 617-846-9900

Check out our website;   cottagehillrealestate.com

Spacious 2 Bedroom for rent
Private porch, Beautiful neighborhood $2000

Offered by: Dan ClucasDan Clucas
(617) 548-7716 30 Cottage Park Rd. U130 Cottage Park Rd. U1
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37 HORACE ST.
EAST BOSTON

Now available at The ENZO – 1, 
2 & 3 bedrooms luxury condo 

units. Bosch stainless steel 
appliances, quartz countertops 

in-unit Electrolux washer & 
dryer, engineered hardwood 

floors and so much more. With 
prices ranging from $450,000-

$850,000 

24 GRAFTON AVE.
MILTON

Charming 4-bedroom single family 
home in one of the most beautiful 
tree-lined streets in East Milton. 
This home features 8 rooms, 1.5 

bathroom, 1 detached garage, off 
street parking for 4 cars and so 

many updates. $899,900

175 MAIN ST.  
WINTHROP

The work has been done the 
space is yours in this beautifully 
renovated single-family home 
on large corner lot! $725,000

Janice Stevens
617-877-6455

231 GLADSTONE ST. 
EAST BOSTON

Don’t miss this large 2 family 
home in the desirable Orient 

Heights Section of East Boston. 
This home features 15 rooms, 7 
bedrooms & 3 full bathrooms. 

Beautiful hardwood floors 
throughout and so many more 

updates. $899,900

178 COURT RD.
 WINTHROP

Picture perfect Colonial on one 
of the most sought-after street in 

town! $799,000
Call Erica Gore at 617-699-0227 

for more information

620 SHIRLEY ST. 
WINTHROP

This legal 3-family across 
the Street from the Ocean 
with fantastic views of the 

Harbor & Boston, featuring 12 
rooms, 6 bedrooms & 4 full 

bathrooms, 3 car parking and 
so much more has just been 

listed for $749,900

143 MORTON ST 
STOUGHTON

Open House Sat. 1/15 & 
Sun. 1/16 from 11-1 PM

Amazing corner oversized 
lot two-family home with 

abundant parking and two car 
garage! This home features 
10 rooms, 6 bedrooms & 3 
full bathrooms & so many 

updates. $629,900

NEW TO NEW TO 
MARKETMARKET

NEW TO NEW TO 
MARKETMARKET

UNDERUNDER
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See SCHOOL COMM. Page 3

See COVID-19 Page 3

TOWN PROVIDES 
CLARIFICATION  
ON PROPERTY 
TAX BILLS

Interim Town Manager 
Terence Delehanty and the 
Town of Winthrop wish 
to provide residents with 
an update on property tax 
bills.

Due to a software er-
ror, third-quarter tax bills 
displayed a 2021 assessed 
value on tax bills rather 
than the 2022 values they 
should have displayed. 
However, the amount due 
listed on individual bills is 
correct.

The Town of Winthrop 
has engaged the Depart-
ment of Revenue’s Divi-
sion of Local Services re-
garding the error.

“We would like to apol-
ogize for any confusion 
caused by this error, and 
encourage residents to 
reach out if they have any 
questions,” Delehanty said. 
“However, they should 
rest assured that the listed 

As Omicron rages, 
WPS sees historic 
staff, student absences

www.winthropmktplace.com • 35 Revere St. Winthrop

HELP WANTED
WE ARE LOOKING FOR CASHIERS TO WORK A VARIETY OF SHIFTS INCLUDING DAYS, NIGHTS AND WEEKENDS. QUALIFIED CANDI-DATES MUST POSSESS STRONG CUSTOMER SERVICE SKILLS, BE ABLE TO MULTITASK, AND HAVE A GREAT ATTENTION TO DETAIL. INQUIRE WITHIN. ASK FOR MARC OR CHRIS.
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FIRST SNOWFALL OF 2022

See BRIEFS Page 6

TRASH 
DELAY

Due to the Martin Luther 
King Holiday on Monday 

January 17, 2022,
Trash will be delayed by 

one day
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

FKO Afterschool awarded $5,000 grant towards scholarships for Winthrop families in need

See FKO Page 3

Shown above, Saint John’s 
Episcopal Church on 
Bowdoin Street may have 
showed signs of a wintery 
cold day on the outside, but 
all are warmly welcomed 
inside.
Shown right, Matteo Cantu 
was out with his dad Dane, 
building a snow castle.
Shown below, residents 
make their way Winthrop’s 
boat launching ramp for a 
boat ride. See more photos 
on Page 8.

Winthrop COVID 
cases on the rise
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By John Lynds 
The COVID 19 virus continues to spread across the North End and the surrounding area with 2 out of every 10 residents tested for the virus last week turning out to be positive. Deaths from the virus 

are also rising at an alarming rate citywide as Boston hospitals deal with the latest surge. According to the weekly report released Monday by the Boston Public Health Commission (BPHC), 3,278     North End, Beacon Hill, Back Bay, West End and Downtown residents were tested and 22 percent were posi-tive. This was a 46 percent increase from the 15.1 percent that tested positive between December 27 and January 3. The weekly positive test rate is up 127 percent in the area since December 27. Seven hundred twenty-one additional residents have been infected with the virus between January 3 and January 10 and the total number of cases in the area increased to 6,419 cases overall since the pandemic began.
(COVID Pg. 3)

Armenian Heritage Park on The Greenway has a special wishing tree where visitors can place a ribbon to make 

a wish. the park is near historic Faneuil Hall between Fanueil Hall Marketplace and the North End and Boston 

Harbor in front of the Mercantile Building.
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By John Lynds
Tuesday, voters in East Boston and the rest of the First Suffolk & Middlesex district went to the polls and elected City Councilor Lydia Edwards to serve as their next state senator. Once sworn in Edwards will become the first woman and the first person of color to represent the district.  “I am grateful to the people of Boston, Cambridge, Revere and Winthrop for sending me to Beacon Hill to fight for our communities,” said Senator-Elect Edwards. “I know how to fight for what you believe in, build a movement and win, and I am looking forward to continuing the work in the state house. When in 2014 we passed the Domestic Workers Bill of Rights, we showed the world that nannies and house cleaners can write laws: they know as workers, as women, as immigrants and people of color, about the dignity they deserve and 

they know when our government needs to do more to guarantee their rights and wellbeing.”Edwards continued, “Like so many in our communities, I know what it’s like to be unable to afford school lunch, to lose a job and panic about next month’s 

THE WISHING TREE

Senator-Elect Lydia Edwards.

(EDwarDs Pg. 11)Area’s COVID positive test rate over 20 percent

Councilor Edwards is now Senator-Elect Edwards

THE
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A-7 police station in East Boston, 
which the Mayor opened in 2023. 
The new building design incorpo-
rates resiliency features, including 
stormwater chambers under the 
parking lot and stormwater plant-
ers that capture stormwater that 
falls on site, and a cool, white roof 
to help with extreme heat mitiga-
tion. 

“As a representative of one of 
Boston’s most vulnerable coastal 
communities, I know firsthand 
that climate change isn’t a dis-
tant threat—it’s a present reality,” 
said Councilor Gabriela Coletta 
Zapata. “Our neighborhoods are 
already seeing the effects of rising 
seas, extreme storms, and danger-
ous heat. I commend the adminis-
tration for moving from planning 
to action, ensuring that residents, 
businesses, and infrastructure are 
better prepared for climate emer-
gencies. From floodplain manage-
ment to emergency response, these 
efforts will help protect our most 
at-risk communities and create a 
more resilient city.”  

Other recent efforts to better 
respond to potential coastal flood-
ing events include the Boston Fire 
Department’s new high water res-
cue vehicles, hosting the nation’s 
first Deployables Day training 
exercise last fall, and upgrading 
the City’s flood forecasting and 
tracking system. The City has 

also been working to lower the 
risk of flooding events in the long-
term by implementing the Coastal 
Flood Resilience Overlay District 
(CFROD), a national-leading stan-
dard to embed coastal resilience 
into our Zoning code; redesigning 
parks and green spaces for resil-
iency such as McConnell Park in 
Dorchester and Ryan Playground 
in Charlestown; and allocating the 
highest amount of Capital fund-
ing in Boston’s history to coastal 
resilience projects. A new storm-
water grant and credit program 
launched by the Boston Water and 
Sewer Commission and new green 
infrastructure standards are now 
in place to update the City’s aging 
water and sewer system and its 
capacity during heavy rain.

Similarly for extreme heat 
events, the City launched the 
Urban Forestry Division to bring 
shade to the hottest neighbor-
hood streets. For instance, 1,912 
new street trees were planted in 
2024. Additionally, the City of 
Boston launched the Boston Tree 
Alliance while planting over 160 
trees on private properties, and 
has installed the nation’s largest 
implementation of green roofs on 
bus shelters. New misting towers 
and tents are put in place at key 
sites, including nine Boston Pub-
lic Library locations and three 
community centers, during heat 

emergencies to keep residents cool 
where they are. 

“The Healey-Driscoll Adminis-
tration is fortunate to have a strong 
group of emergency management 
partners at the local and state level 
addressing the increasing complex-
ity and frequency of crisis events 
caused by climate change,” said 
Massachusetts Emergency Man-
agement Agency Director Dawn 
Brantley. “Through collabora-
tion, training, and planning, Bos-
ton is increasing community-level 
resilience and reducing long-term 
vulnerability, especially within dis-
advantaged communities that are 
often disproportionately impacted 
by disasters.”

In the wake of large-scale evac-
uations and severe weather emer-
gencies around the country, resi-
dents are encouraged to educate 
themselves on their evacuation 
routes. The Office of Emergen-
cy Management is launching an 
update to the existing evacuation 
route signs around the City to bet-
ter reflect current traffic flow and 
at-risk areas. This will also include 
a shift to more online education 
materials in addition to the phys-
ical signage.

Residents are encouraged to 
sign up for Alert Boston, a free 
service available in the City’s 11 
most-spoken languages.

Climate (from pg. 5)
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GRACE BLOODWELL 
Broker

20+ Years Experience, 
Local Resident

Seller, Buyer & Landlord 
Representation

617-512-4939
grace.bloodwell@nemoves.com

Coldwell Banker | 91 Main Street 

Charlestown MA

Tremont Street
Single Family, 4+BD, 2200+SF
Off-street pkg, full basement

Central Air and more

Just Rented! $7,500/mo

?

DIDOMENICO HOSTS ANNUAL ST. PATRICK’S DAY CELEBRATION
Special to the Patriot-Bridge

The top elected officials in Mas-
sachusetts will join host State Sen-
ator Sal DiDomenico at the head 
table for the Annual DiDomeni-
co Foundation St. Patrick’s Day 
Celebration and Roast on Friday, 
March 7 beginning at 6:30pm at 
the Bunker Hill Knights of Colum-
bus in Charlestown. This has 
become one of the most anticipat-
ed events of the year.

In addition to Governor Maura 
Healey and Lieutenant Governor 
Kim Driscoll, over 75 federal, 
state, an elected officials have con-
firmed they will join State Senator 
Sal DiDomenico (D-Everett) at the 
head table at the annual political 
kick-off of the St. Patrick’s Day 
roast including: Congresswoman 
Ayanna Pressley, Attorney Gener-
al Andrea Campbell, Massachu-
setts State Senate President Karen 
Spilka, Boston Mayor Michelle 
Wu, State Auditor Diana DiZo-
glio, Cambridge Mayor Denise 
Simmons, Chelsea City Manager 
Fidel Maltez, Middlesex County 
District Attorney Marian Ryan, 
Suffolk County District Attorney 
Kevin Hayden, Middlesex Coun-
ty Sheriff Peter Koutoujian, Mid-

dlesex County Clerk of Courts 
Michael Sullivan, Governor’s 
Councilor Terry Kennedy  and 
more! 

In addition to a traditional Irish 
dinner, the night will include live 
Irish music, bagpipers,  Irish step 
dancers and Boston’s best comedi-
ans to enhance the political humor.  
There will also be complimentary 
valet parking at the event. 

This year’s Golden Shamrock 
Award recipient is Tom MacDon-
ald, the director of the Harvest on 
Vine Food Pantry in Charlestown. 
He will be honored for his stead-
fast and tireless work to fight food 
insecurity throughout our neigh-
borhoods. Tom is a kind and car-
ing individual who always gives 
back to his community and he is 
someone everyone knows they can 
count on. Tom never looks for the 
spotlight and always leads with 
heart and it is fitting that he will 
be recognized for his great work to 
lift everyone up. 

This event is one of the most 
popular St. Patrick’s Day tra-
ditions in the Greater Boston 
area and Senator Nick Collins 
(D-South Boston), the host of the 
Annual South Boston St. Patrick’s 
Day Breakfast, will also be at the 

Shown are scenes from last years event. Above, Sen. Sal DiDominico laughs as he is being roasted. Below, 
Gov. Maura Healey talks about the great word the foundations does.

event. 
For tickets ($40.00 per person) 

and event information, please call 
(617) 387-3327.  Proceeds will go 

to The DiDomenico Foundation, 
which funds educational scholar-
ships for graduating high school 
students, as well as a large toy 

drive during the holiday season 
for domestic violence and home-
less shelters throughout the Great-
er Boston.

Visit www.charlestownbridge.com
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Rarely available Flagship Wharf penthouse! 

Karen Colombosian & Myles Couyoumjian
(617) 519-6453
Karen.Colombosian@CBRealty.com

197 8th Street #PH212

2 bedrooms  | 2.5 bathrooms | 2 private balconies | 1,657 sq ft | 2 Self- Parking Spaces
Offered at: $1,850,000

Special to the Patriot-Bridge

On Thursday and Friday, Feb. 
20 and 21, Park Street School 
(PSS) Elementary School students 
(Kindergarten-Grade 6) presented 
engaging Science topics to parents, 
faculty and staff, peers and other 
PSS students during our two-day, 
dynamic 2025 Science Fair exhibi-
tion. 

On Thursday morning, Feb. 20, 
from 8:30-9:30 a.m., Park Street 
School (PSS) students in Kinder-
garten, Grade 1, Grade 2, Grade 3, 
and Grade 4 shared their Science 
Fair group projects with parents 
and classmates. 

The school’s budding sec-
ond-grade entomologists displayed 
handcrafted 3-D larger-than-life 
models of unusual insects, shar-
ing interesting facts and discover-
ies with parents and classmates. 
PSS Parents took Expeditions 
through Kindergarten classrooms 
where walls and ceilings were 
transformed into Rainforests. Kin-
dergarten field experts answered 
questions and shared their knowl-
edge about particular animals 
that share the Rainforest habitat.  
First-grade astronauts were ready 
to launch into outer space, shar-
ing their galactic knowledge and 
discoveries about particular plan-
ets, NASA, and the solar system. 
Meanwhile, in a collaborative Art, 
Science, and Homeroom effort, 
third-graders took their parents 
under the sea to share their exper-
tise on sea turtles, showcasing five 
different sea turtle species. Finally, 
Grade 4 students presented work 
on product testing done in teams, 
researching and testing consumer 
household items such as lip balms, 
hand warmers, plastic wrap, and 
band-aids (to name a few). 

On Friday morning, Feb. 21, 
Grades 5-6 students displayed 
individual science experiments and 
research papers, engaging parents 
and visitors with riveting answers 
and sharing their discoveries to 
questions. The topics investigated 
by Grade 5 and 6 students includ-
ed this sampling of questions: 
“Will different types of flour affect 
the density of a muffin?” with the 
hypothesis that the greater amount 
of protein in the flour would make 
a denser muffin; “What melts ice 
the quickest?” with the hypoth-
esis that sea salt would melt ice 
the fastest because it would lower 
the freezing point of water more 
than other substances; “Does the 
amount of fat impact the amount 
cheese stretches?” with the hypoth-
esis that the more fat in the cheese, 
the more it would stretch; “Does 
being on a cell phone call affect a 

Park Street School 
students celebrate science
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Shown (above and below) are Park Street School students were engaged during the 2025 Science Fair exhibi-
tion.

person’s reaction time while driv-
ing?” with a hypothesis that a par-
ticipant in a cell phone conversa-
tion would have slower than nor-
mal reaction time; “Will ski waxes 
that are not paraffin-based work 
as effectively as paraffin ski wax?” 
with the hypothesis that ski wax 
made with beeswax is as effective 
as paraffin wax at reducing fric-
tion between ski and snow; and 
finally, “Does age affect a person’s 
ability to recognize AI-generated 
photos?” with the hypothesis that 
the older a person is, the more 
their ability to recognize AI-gener-
ated photos decreases.
Announcement and Presentation 

of Grade 5 and 6 Winners:
On Friday afternoon, Feb. 21 

at 1:30 p.m., the names of the 
winners in Grades 5 and 6 were 
announced. These middle school 
students’ projects were assessed 
by judges external to the school, 
before Friday. The judges’ scores 
were tallied to produce five 
awards, First Place through Fifth 
Place. The winners presented their 
five projects on stage to parents 
and visitors. Interspersed between 
each of the winning presentations 
were innovative live advertising 
“commercials,” written, designed, 
and produced by fourth-grade 
students based on their product 
testing. The awards were present-
ed to the following students: First 
Place: Grade 5B Lydia Schillace; 
Second Place: Grade 6A Samuel 
Douthit; Third Place: Grade 6A 
Gopal Mamdyal; Fourth Place: 
Grade 6A Sophia Geiman; and 
Fifth Place: Grade 5A Christopher 
Exilhomme. Congratulations to 
ALL of the PSS scientists!
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Last week, Mayor Michelle Wu 
co-led a coalition of Mayors from 
across the United States in writ-
ing and filing an amicus brief in 
federal district court in Boston to 
stop the Trump Administration’s 
drastic and illegal cuts to federal 
research funding and immediate 
job losses in cities nationwide. 
Over 40 mayors, cities, and coun-
ties from across the country joined 
the brief. These cities are home 
to universities and hospitals that 
employ hundreds of thousands of 
Americans in cutting edge medical 
and scientific research, and the 
federally-funded research in these 
communities has made the United 
States the global leader in scientific 
discovery. The brief seeks a tem-
porary restraining order against 
the Trump Administration, along-

side the research universities, 
medical schools, hospitals, and 
22 states that are plaintiffs in the 
three cases filed last week in feder-
al district court.

“For decades, Congress has 
made a clear choice to use feder-
ally-funded research to invest in 
cities, build a broadly-distributed 
infrastructure for scientific discov-
ery, create jobs, and drive econom-
ic growth in communities across 
the United States,” said Mayor 
Michelle Wu. “We join with cities 
across the country – in red states, 
purple states, and blue states – to 
stop this illegal action that will 
cause layoffs, lab closures, and 
undermine scientific progress in 
American cities. I thank Massa-
chusetts Attorney General Andrea 
Campbell for her leadership on 

behalf of the research institutions 
of Boston.” 

This amicus brief is in response 
to the abrupt February 7, 2025 
announcement by the National 
Institutes of Health (NIH) of an 
immediate reduction in funding 
for scientific and medical research 
institutions across the country. 
Under the NIH’s new policy, 
which temporarily went into 
effect on Monday, February 10, 
payments for indirect costs reim-
bursed to research universities 
would be capped at 15%, down 
from 30-70%. The brief makes 
clear that NIH funding cuts would 
devastate research institutions in 
cities across the county, cause job 
losses, create severe economic dis-

Special to the Patriot-Bridge

 Mayor Wu and the City of Bos-
ton’s Age Strong Commission is 
hosting a series of in-person Prop-
erty Tax Application Assistance 
Clinics to help Boston’s older res-
idents find out which various cost 
savings they may be eligible for 
now through the end of March. 
Clinics will be held across the city 
and support Boston residents age 
60 and above for eligibility on 
property tax exemptions/deferral, 
fuel assistance, SNAP, water/sewer 
discount, and Medicare Savings 
Program. Mayor Wu, Age Strong 
Commissioner Emily Shea and 
advocates visited yesterday’s clinic 
at Boston Public Library in Rox-
bury and connected with older 
residents. 

“Thank you to our teams for 
always working to get City Hall 
out of City Hall and into our 
neighborhoods so everyone can 
access programs and resources,” 
said Mayor Michelle Wu. “These 

clinics hosted across the city by 
Age Strong will support our older 
residents in identifying and sign-
ing up for every possible resource 
to save money and stay healthy 
throughout the year. I encourage 
all eligible older adults to get con-
nected by signing up for a clinic 
now through the end of March.”

Monday, March 3
11:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Location: BPL South Boston, 

646 E Broadway, S. Boston

Tuesday, March 4  
11:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Location:  BPL Honan, 300 N 

Harvard St., Allston

Thursday, March 6
11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Location:  BPL Mattapan, 1350 

Blue Hill Ave, Mattapan

Friday, March 7
11:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Location:   BPL East Boston, 

365 Bremen St., East Boston

Tuesday, March 11
11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m., BPL 

Lower Mills, 
Location: 27 Richmond St., 

Dorchester

Thursday, March 20
11:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Location: Knights of Colum-

bus, 545 Medford St., Charles-
town

Wednesday, March 26
11:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Location: Boston Elks Lodge, 1 

Morrell St., W. Roxbury

Thursday, March 27
11:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Location: BPL Grove Hall, 41 

Geneva Ave, Dorchester

Friday, March 28
11:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Location: Boston City Hall, 1 

City Hall Square, Boston

For more information regard-
ing the clinics and eligibility, 
please visit boston.gov/prop-tax-
clinics. To register for an in-per-
son clinic appointment, residents 
are encouraged to contact the Age 
Strong Commission directly by 
calling 617-635-4366.

“Our Age Strong Advocates are 
trained to help our older adults 
make sure they get the benefits 
and discounts they’re eligible for,” 
said Emily K. Shea, Age Strong 
Commissioner.   “In addition, we 
have many partner departments 
and organizations at these events 
so that it is a one-stop shop for our 
older residents.”

Older residents may be eligible 

for the following existing resourc-
es: 

• Boston’s Residential Exemp-
tion: This exemption can reduce 
property tax bill by up to $3,984. 
The deadline to apply for this 
reduction is April 1.

• The Senior Exemption 
“41C”: This exemption offers 
qualifying older residents up to 
$2,000 in tax relief. Applications 
are due April 1.

• The City of Boston’s Senior 
Property Tax Deferral Program: 
Program that allows qualifying 
older adults to defer all or part of 
your property tax bill, a 1% loan 
paid back when the property is 
sold or transferred. Applications 
are due April 1.

• Age Strong Commission’s 
Property Tax Work-off Program: 
Older adults are provided an 
opportunity to “work off” up to 
$2,000 from your property tax 
bill by volunteering with City 
departments. Apply by July 11.

• Boston Water and Sewer 
Elderly and Disability Discounts: 
Through this program, BWSC 
gives eligible residents a 30% dis-
count on their water, sewer, and 
stormwater charges.

• Home Energy Assistance Pro-
gram (HEAP): This existing pro-
gram helps eligible people with 
their winter heating bills.

• SNAP program: Key program 
that helps people expand their 
food budget.

• Massachusetts Senior Circuit 
Breaker Tax Credit: A tax credit 
program that gives eligible older 
adults a refundable credit of up 
to $2730 on their personal state 
income tax return. 

• Boston Home Center: Resi-
dents may be eligible through the 

Home Center for support with 
home repair costs.

• Community Choice Electrici-
ty: Residents may also be eligible 
for utility discounts or payment 
plans.

The Property Tax Application 
Assistance Clinics are hosted in 
partnership with various City 
departments including Assessing, 
Boston Home Center, the Bos-
ton Water and Sewer Commis-
sion, Community Engagement, 
the Worker Empowerment Cab-
inet/Boston Tax Help Coalition, 
and Environment. Additionally, 
various organizations partnered 
with the City to host these clinics 
including Action for l Community 
Development (ABCD), MassSave, 
Eversource and National Grid. 

These clinics to support older 
adults with property tax assis-
tance builds on Mayor Wu’s work 
to make Boston a home for every-
one and address the rising cost 
of living facing Boston residents. 
Mayor Wu continues to fight for 
residential tax relief legislation 
for Boston residents impacted by 
sharp increases in their Fiscal Year 
2025 third-quarter property tax 
bills. This refiled tax proposal, 
which recently passed the Boston 
City Council last week, expands 
on Mayor Wu’s relief package 
that passed the City Council and 
House of Representatives last year. 
Additionally, Mayor Wu and her 
administration have helped more 
families become homeowners 
than in any other three-year peri-
od since 1998 and adopted new 
policies and programs to reduce 
the cost of utility bills for home-
owners.

Age Strong Commission to host property tax application assistance clinics 

Mayors across U.S. file amicus brief in opposition 
to drastic cuts to federal research funding

See CUTS Page 12
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Story by Marianne Salza

From preparing pizza at his 
family-owned and operated Ital-
ian restaurant in Beachmont, to 
being stranded on an island in the 
South Pacific Ocean, Justin Piop-
pi demonstrates the strength that 
is cultivated from being raised in 
a close-knit neighborhood where 
family is paramount, and genera-
tions of loyal friends offer perspec-
tive.  

Thirty-year-old Pioppi, of 
Winthrop, is a contestant on  the 
CBS original series, “Survivor,” 
premiering Wednesday, February 
26, at 8pm. The reality show fea-
tures 18 castaways divided into 
three tribes of six individuals who 
are stripped of modern, everyday 
comforts and forced to adapt on 
the islands of Fiji.

“I saw this as a turning point in 
my life because it had always been 
family-focused. This is a crazy 
adventure I could do for myself; 
but also at the same time, care 
about the people who care about 
me and made this opportunity 
possible,” said Pioppi. “Family 

comes first. My mom had a few 
battles with cancer, so I’ve always 
tried to step in and help. I wanted 
to try to win this for my mom, so 
she could finally retire.”

Friends and family were happily 
surprised when Pioppi announced 
his participation on “Survivor.”

“They were excited because 
this is totally different,” exclaimed 
Pioppi. “The restaurant business 
is competitive and challenging. 
There are a lot of things that go 
into planning for the day and mak-
ing sure everything runs smoothly, 
but we still have the luxuries of 
our clothes and technology.”

Pioppi attributes his persever-
ance to his parents’ influence. His 
childhood was spent at Luigi’s 
Pizzeria, in Revere, watching his 
father cook at the pizza bench, 
and his mother work the front 
counter, where she often sat him 
as a baby.

“I’ve always been hard-working 
and I’ve never given up in my life. 
That was something that I learned 
very young. My parents ingrained 
that in me, and I’ve seen them 
build a business from the ground 

up,” shared Pioppi, who man-
ages the restaurant. “It’s become 
a home for so many in the com-
munity. My aunts are there. My 
friends from high school do deliv-
eries. People who have watched 
me grow up are still working in 
our kitchen.”

Pioppi feels that his friendli-
ness, communication and conflict 
resolution skills that he has devel-
oped at Luigi’s has made him an 
ideal contestant for “Survivor.”

“You wear a lot of different 
hats. It’s a fast-paced environ-
ment. You have to think on the 
fly,” Pioppi described. “But if you 
are nice to people and you’re per-
sonable, you can have a better idea 
of how to gauge the situation and 
come to a conclusion together.”

Pioppi believes that being a 
mediator is an advantage that 
he has over the other castaways 
as they maneuver through the 
high-tension environment to com-
pete for a one-million-dollar prize. 
He encourages everyone to get 
along and try new approaches.

“I always have a positive atti-
tude. That’s something I also 

learned from Luigi’s,” Pioppi 
pointed out. “As bad as things can 
be, it could always be worse. Keep 
going and try to find a solution.”

Pioppi served as an intern at the 
Massachusetts State House, and 
later as a legislative aide for Speak-
er Robert DeLeo. He studied at 
Suffolk University before transfer-
ring to Yale University, where he 
pursued political science.

“We traveled all over the Com-
monwealth. We went down to 
the Cape for tourism issues, to 
Fall River for the manufacturing 

industry, and up to Lowell for the 
textile mills,” remembered Piop-
pi, about experiences that further 
shaped his life. “It was amazing 
to see the things that impact every 
single person and their way of life. 
It was eye-opening for me.”

Pioppi has enjoyed the excite-
ment of “Survivor” fans who 
frequent Luigi’s. He will be cel-
ebrating his greatest adventure 
with loved ones during a private 
premiere party at a friend’s restau-
rant.

From Slices to Survival
Justin Pioppi’s incredible adventure

ROBERT VOETS/CBS PHOTO

Justin Pioppi. 

PHOTO BY ROBERT VOETS/CBS

Justin Pioppi, of Winthrop, participating in a Survivor challenge.
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ruption, and undermine a critical 
pillar of strength and civic pride in 
cities across the United States. The 
cuts would also undermine critical 
medical and scientific research that 
residents are counting on, includ-
ing cancer, diabetes, and heart dis-
ease, and jeopardize the cities’ and 
country’s position of global lead-
ership on scientific advancement.

“The Gainesville community 
depends on this highly efficient, 
dependable investment of our tax 
dollars back into our city’s inno-
vation economy,” said Harvey L. 
Ward, Mayor, City of Gainesville, 

Florida. “I’m glad to join other 
mayors in highlighting the vital 
role NIH funding plays in the lives 
of everyday hardworking Ameri-
can families.” 

“The breadth and diversity of 
this coalition highlights the dev-
astating and widespread impact 
of these NIH funding changes, 
from Alzheimer’s research to can-
cer clinical trials,” said Jill Habig, 
Founder and CEO of Public Rights 
Project. “We’re proud to partner 
with mayors, cities, and counties 
in opposing this threat to critical 
federal funding and the health and 

vitality of our communities.”
On Monday, February 10th, 

twenty two states and associations 
of medical schools, hospitals, and 
universities, filed three related 
cases, and secured a temporary 
restraining order preventing the 
Trump Administration from slash-
ing the reimbursement rates. That 
initial order will be revisited this 
week in a hearing scheduled for 
Friday, February 21.

The Public Rights Project 
served as amici counsel. The full 
list of mayors, cities and counties 
who joined the brief is below. 

Local Governments and May-
ors:

• City of Boston, Massachusetts
• City of Cleveland, Ohio
• Harvey L. Ward, Mayor, City 

of Gainesville, Florida
• Metropolitan Government of 

Nashville and Davidson County, 
Tennessee

• Erin Mendenhall, Mayor, City 
of Salt Lake City, Utah

• City of Alameda, California
• City of Albuquerque, New 

Mexico 
• Allegheny County, Pennsyl-

vania

• City of Baltimore, Maryland 
• Emma Mulvaney-Stanak, 

Mayor, City of Burlington, Ver-
mont

• Township of Canton, Michi-
gan

• Town of Chapel Hill, North 
Carolina

• City of Chicago, Illinois 
• Sandra Welch, Mayor, City of 

Coconut Creek, Florida
• City of Columbus, Ohio
• City of Easthampton, Massa-

chusetts
• Daniel Biss, Mayor, City of 

Evanston, Illinois
• City of Fairfax, Virginia
• Harris County, Texas
• Ravinder S. Bhalla, Mayor, 

City of Hoboken, New Jersey
• Quinton Lucas, Mayor, Kan-

sas City, Missouri
• Indya Kincannon, Mayor, 

City of Knoxville, Tennessee
• City of Madison, Wisconsin
• Jeff Silvestrini, Mayor, City of 

Millcreek, Utah
• Anissa Welch, Mayor, City of 

Milton, Wisconsin
• Montgomery County, Mary-

land
• City of New Haven, Con-

necticut
• Dontae Payne, Mayor, City of 

Olympia, Washington 
• Adrian O. Mapp, Mayor, City 

of Plainfield, New Jersey
• Sue Noack, Mayor, City of 

Pleasant Hill, California
• City of Pittsburgh and Ed 

Gainey, Mayor, City of Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania

• City of Providence, Rhode 
Island 

• John Clark, Mayor, Town of 
Ridgway, Colorado

• City of Rochester, New York
• City of Sacramento, Califor-

nia 
• City and County of San Fran-

cisco, California
• City of Santa Monica, Cali-

fornia
• Constantine H. Kutteh, 

Mayor, City of Statesville, North 
Carolina

• Lisa Brown, Mayor, City of 
Spokane, Washington

• Tishaura O. Jones, Mayor, 
City of St. Louis, Missouri 

• City of St. Paul, Minnesota
• Dennis R. McBride, Mayor, 

City of Wauwatosa, Wisconsin
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Internationally acclaimed Puerto Rican singer Nydia Caro.

Singer Nydia Caro captivates MFA Boston audience with Valentine’s Day performance
Special to the Patriot-Bridge

On Valentine’s Day, interna-
tionally acclaimed Puerto Rican 
singer Nydia Caro took the stage 
for an enchanting Valentine’s Day 
concert enveloped with soulful 
melodies at the Harry and Mildred 
Remis Auditorium at the Museum 
of Fine Arts, Boston (MFA). The 
event, hosted by Inquilinos Boric-
uas en Acción (IBA) in partner-
ship with the MFA, captivated an 
audience eager to experience the 
passion, love, and community the 
Valentine’s Day holiday brings. 

Nydia Caro, renowned for her 
melodic voice and rich repertoire, 
delivered a mesmerizing perfor-
mance that delved deeply into the 
themes of passion and romance. 
Her songs, steeped in Spanish 
melodies, were a resounding tes-
tament to the strength of music as 
both a universal language and a 
vehicle for cultural expression. Set 
against the stunning backdrop of 
the MFA, Caro’s performance pro-
vided an unforgettable experience 
for couples, friends, and music 
lovers alike. 

In the charming atmosphere, 
guests enjoyed a delightful selec-
tion of wine, sparkling drinks, 
and appetizers, turning the audi-
torium into a warm and inviting 
space perfect for celebration and 
making connections. The event 
underscored the significant role of 
IBA in fostering community pride 
and cultural awareness through 

Latino arts, as attendees embraced 
the opportunity to immerse them-
selves in a unique blend of love 
and music. 

“Nydia Caro’s performance was 
truly magical, engaging us all in the 
beauty of her soulful melodies and 
the spirit of togetherness,” said 
JuanCarlos González, IBA’s Arts 
Program Director. “This enchant-
ing night at the MFA reminded us 
of the incredible power music has 
to unite hearts, celebrate culture, 
and inspire change. We are grate-
ful to our friends at the MFA for 
hosting such a beautiful event, and 
thrilled to have shared this unfor-
gettable experience with Greater 
Boston and our community as 
we look forward to many more 
moments of connection and joy.” 

“The MFA was thrilled wel-
coming Nydia Caro for what was 
a beautiful evening of music,” said 
Kristen Hoskins, MFA’s Director 
of Public Programs. “Her remark-
able talent and powerful presence 
were delightful and captivating for 
audiences. The auditorium was 
buzzing with energy throughout 
the evening. We are incredibly 
grateful to our partners at IBA for 
collaborating and bringing Nydia 
to the MFA.” 

The concert was yet another 
milestone in IBA’s mission to lever-
age cultural programming as a 
means of building stronger, more 
empowered communities. Since 
its founding in 1968, IBA has 

committed to increasing access 
to affordable housing and sup-
porting community development 
efforts through the arts, financial 
empowerment, early education, 
and youth development. 

IBA’s Arts Program plays a vital 
role in enhancing Boston’s cultural 
landscape by providing a platform 
for Latino artists and celebrat-
ing the diversity of Latino arts 
through music, visual arts, and 
dance. By doing so, the program 
promotes cultural connections and 
celebrates heritage, echoing IBA’s 
belief in the power of the arts as a 
tool for social change. 

Established in 1968, Inquili-
nos Boricuas en Acción (IBA) is 
a nonprofit, community devel-
opment corporation that started 
in Boston’s South End to address 
displacement of low-income fam-
ilies due to urban development. 
Today, IBA is a national model 
of community development that 
offers affordable housing and sup-
portive programming to increase 
social and economic mobility, 
including early education, youth 
development, financial empower-
ment, resident services, and arts 
programs. IBA’s programs serve 
more than 5,000 individuals from 
Greater Boston’s diverse and 
vibrant communities every year. 
More information is available at 
www.ibaboston.org or Instagram, 
LinkedIn, Facebook, Twitter or 
YouTube.

Cuts (from pg. 10)
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SCENES FROM THE BOYS & GIRLS CLUB OF BOSTON’S TRIBUTE TO BLACK LEADERSHIP
In celebration of Black History 

Month, the Boys & Girls Clubs 
of Boston on February 19 at the 
Yawkey Club of Roxbury, hosted 
an evening honoring the outstand-
ing contributions of Black leaders 
who have significantly shaped 
the youth and local communities 
of Boston. This leadership event 
offered a unique opportunity to 
recognize these exceptional lead-
ers, connect across generations, 
and inspire a continued legacy of 
impactful service. 

The Boys & Girls Clubs of Bos-
ton holds a prominent position as 
the leading and most impactful 
youth organization in Great-
er Boston. It serves to catalyze 
far-reaching opportunities and 
create more equitable futures for 6 
to 18-year-olds across eight clubs 
and YouthConnect in Boston and 
Chelsea. Since 1893, BGCB has 
focused on making the city thrive 
and has played an essential role 

for young people eager to explore 
their passions, find their purpose, 
and prepare for a life of success 
and impact. In partnership with 
the public sector, private enter-
prise, related non-profits, donors, 
and volunteers, BGCB is aligned 
behind investing in the region’s 
urban talent pipeline and mak-
ing a generational impact that 
expands beyond the walls of its 
buildings and deep into the com-
munities it serves. Helping urban 
youth navigate a fast-paced glob-
al climate steeped in change, the 
organization is recognized for 
fueling the future of the city and 
the Commonwealth through its 
innovative “readiness” programs 
centered on three outcome areas: 
Academic Success, Wellness and 
Workforce Readiness. It is an affil-
iate of the Atlanta-based Boys & 
Girls Clubs of America, with over 
5,000 Clubs nationwide serving 
over 3.6 million young people.

MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTOS BY MIKE MEJIA
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Newtowne Market...........................  87 Medford St.

Community Center.........................  255 Medford St.

365 Convenience Store...................  275 Medford St.

Annas Café.....................................  275 Medford St.

Jenny’s Pizza...................................  320 Medford St.

Waverly Café..............................  229 Bunker Hill St.

Bunker Hill Liquors....................  200 Bunker Hill St.

Kennedy Center............................  55 Bunker Hill St.

McCarthy’s Liquors............................  9 Moulton St.

Bunker Hill Cleaners.............................. Moulton St.

Police Station........................... 20 Vine St. Hayes Sq.

Santander Bank........................ 437 Rutherford Ave. 

7/11 Store............................................. 269 Main St.

Zelma Lacey House...........................  9 W School St.

Gatehouse Apartment.....................  75 W School St.

Ace Hardware................................ Bunker Hill Mall

CVS................................................ Bunker Hill Mall

Citizens Bank.................................. Bunker Hill Mall

Whole Food Market....................... Bunker Hill Mall

MGH Health Care Center....................... 73 High St.

7/11 Store............................................Thompson Sq.

Charlestown Liquors.......................... Thompson Sq.

Starbucks............................................ Thompson Sq.

Cambridge Savings............................. Thompson Sq.

Warren Tavern..................  2 Pleasant St. & Main St.

Constellation Wharf Condos. 1 Constellation Wharf

Harborview......................................... 250 First Ave.

Basilica..................................................  106 13th St.

Anchorage Apartment........................  103 13th Ave.

Parris Landing......................................  42 Eighth St.

Tuttles Clevergreen Cleaners............... 197 Eighth St.

Flagship Wharf.................................... 197 Eighth St.

Style Café............................................. 197 Eighth St.

Building 104.........................................104 First Ave.

Building 110.........................................110 First Ave.

MGH Institute........................................26 First Ave.

7/11 Store.................................................1 First Ave.

Sorelle Café.............................................100 City Sq.

Geek For Hire

617-241-9664
617-515-2933

C  o  m  p  u  t  e  r    c  o  n  s  u  l  t  a  n  t    a  v  a  i  l  a  b  l  e    f  o  r    home or business. 

•  PC support & networking of all types with  
focus on secure Internet access (wired & wireless), 

•  broadband router & firewall technology, 
• virus detection/prevention,  
• spam control & data security/recovery.

ServiceS include:

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$195.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

To place a 
memoriam 
please call 

781-485-0588

Celebrate Women’s History Month on 
Freedom Trail Revolutionary Women Tours 

Special to the Patriot-Bridge

Freedom Trail Foundation 
announces the return of the 
beloved tour experience, Revolu-
tionary Women Tours through-
out Women’s History Month in 
March! Discover the indomita-
ble women who took part in the 
American Revolution, and the 
generations of women that fol-
lowed, inaugurating their own 
struggles for freedom and equality. 

The Freedom Trail Revolution-
ary Women Tours invites people 
of all ages to walk the Freedom 
Trail and explore four centuries 
of revolutionary women who 
changed history. These 90-minute 
tours feature tales of the early reli-
gious rebellions of Anne Hutchin-
son and Mary Dyer, abolitionist 
movements of Sojourner Truth 
and Harriet Tubman, landmark 
achievements of Black pioneers 
Phillis Wheatley and Dr. Rebecca 
Lee Crumpler, prolific writings of 
Abigail Adams and Louisa May 

Alcott, dynamic speeches of Mar-
garet Sanger and 

Susan B. Anthony, and more. 
Walk the paths these influential 
women treaded, while visiting 
the places where their voices were 
heard, works published, and were 
laid to rest.  

The tours feature official Free-
dom Trail historic sites from the 
site of the Great Elm on Boston 
Common, where women paid 
the ultimate price for refusing to 
conform to puritanical values, 
to the Granary Burying Ground, 
where those who fought fiercely 
for independence are remembered 
alongside their revolutionary male 
counterparts, and the Old Corner 
Bookstore and Old South Meet-
ing House, where women made 
change through the power of liter-
ature and the spoken word. Revo-
lutionary Women Tours culminate 
at Faneuil Hall, the Cradle of Lib-
erty, which was prominent in both 
the abolitionist and women’s suf-

frage movements.  
Revolutionary Women Tours 

depart from the Boston Common 
Visitor Information Center on Sat-
urdays and Sundays in March at 
10:45 a.m. Led by 18th-century 
costumed guides, Freedom Trail 
Foundation’s walking tours are 
$17 for adults, $15 for seniors/
students, and $8 for children, 
and include a $1 donation to the 
Freedom Trail Foundation’s Pres-
ervation Fund. Tickets may be 
purchased at the Boston Com-
mon Visitor Information Center 
or online at TheFreedomTrail.org. 
All walking tours and specialty 
tours, including the Revolution-
ary Women Tours, are available 
as private tours year-round by 
appointment and are perfect for 
families, company outings, cor-
porate activities and team build-
ing, tourist groups, and more. For 
additional information please visit 
TheFreedomTrail.org or call (617) 
357-8300.



PA G E  1 5F e b r u ary   2 8 ,  2 0 2 5 T H E  C H A R L E S T O W N  PAT R I O T- B R I D G E

By Dan Murphy

Chip Giovanni, the third-gen-
eration owner of Boston Forging 
& Welding, has early childhood 
memories of accompanying his 
father to work, and even then, he 
said he felt right at home there.

“It never felt like work or a 
chore,” said Chip, who as the 
eldest of three siblings always 
diverged from his younger brother 
and younger sister in that unlike 
them, he always wanted to join the 
family business.

His paternal grandfather, 
Joseph Giovanni, started Boston 
Forging & Welding, around 70 
years ago, setting up its operations  
on the Fish Pier in South Boston. 
For more 40 years, the business 
served exclusively the fishing fleet. 
But the company relocated to East 
Boston in 1998, amid new reg-
ulations on the fishing industry, 
which meant less work for them.

Chip’s father, Ronald Giovan-
ni, went to Valley Forge Military 
Academy before graduating from 
Northeastern University around 
1970. He then went to work  full 
time at Boston Forging & Welding 
before assuming the reins of the 
company when his father retired 
circa 1980.

Throughout high school and 
college, Chip worked for the busi-
ness during summer and school 
vacations. He started working 
there full-time in 1989 upon earn-
ing a bachelor’s degree in industri-
al engineering from Clarkson Uni-
versity in in Potsdam, N.Y.

Subsequently, Chip completed 

his AutoCAD training at Went-
worth Institute of Technology. 
He has also earned a construction 
supervisor license, and is a licensed 
fire escape installer/inspector per 
the City of Boston.

When his father died in 2000, 
Chip assumed the company’s reins. 
Sales have since tripled,  making it 
a profitable business again after 
previously being in the red for a 
number of years.

“Everyone, family members, 
tell me their proud of me, and that 
my father would be proud of me,” 
said Chip.

Boston Forging and Welding 
Corp. today  has the experience 
and credentials to respond to a 
wide range of commercial, marine 
or residential concerns, from fab-
rication to repair to fire escape 
inspections, and the company is 
fully insured/bonded.

Past customers have included 
U.S. Coast Guard-approved jobs, 
Mass Turnpike-approved jobs, 
City of Boston-approved jobs, and 
Boston Redevelopment Authority 
jobs, and for Logan International 
Airport, and the company has also 
done work for the World Trade 
Center, Prudential Center, Au Bon 
Pain, and various property man-
agement companies.

The vast majority of the compa-
ny’s residential work is in Boston 
and Cambridge, with the Back Bay 
and South End accounting for the 
bulk of that, Chip said.

And of the approximately20 
welding companies now operat-
ing in the City of Boston, Boston 

Forging & Welding has distin-
guished itself with a stellar track 
record over the years, including 
not having a single  customer com-
plaint against them.

Chip points to this as perhaps 
the truest testament to Boston 
Forging & Welding’s unwavering 
reputation for quality work.

Boston Forging & Welding is 
located at 336 Border St. in East 
Boston. For more information, 
call Chip Giovanni at 617-567-
2300 or email him at chippagio@
comcast.net, or visit the company’s 
website at bostonforgingandweld-
ing.com.

Elite
253 Main St. • Charlestown • 617-241-5566

www.c21elite.com
Sales • Rentals • Free Market Analysis

Certified Buyer Agents

R e a l  E s t a t e  Tr a n s f e r s
 BUYER 1	 SELLER 1                 ADDRESS            PRICE
12-14 Prospect St LLC	 Mcnulty, Grace E      	 12 Prospect St             	 $2,425,000  
12-14 Prospect St LLC	 Mcnulty, Grace E    	 14 Prospect St       	 $2,425,000  
Valeri, David C       	 Conway, Paul	 52 Warren St #1        	 $920,000  

ADVERTISE IN THE PATRIOT-BRIDGE

CALL 781-485-0588

EAST BOSTON: 1bdrm, nr. Piers Park, w/d, d/d, wide pine floors, deck, partial water views,
no pets, $1800, avl 3/1 (617)568-9626

APT FOR RENT

     

    
     
  


   
  
  


    
  
    
  
 

   
   
   


             
    
  


      
    
  


   
        
    
 

                
  
   


     
     
            


All real estate advertising in this  
newspaper is subject to the Federal 

Fair Housing Act of 1968, which 
makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial status 
(number of children and or preg-
nancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any inten-
tion to make any such preference, 

limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly 

accept any advertising for real 
estate that is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 

informed that all dwellings adver-
tising in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain about discrimi-

nation call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 

“ HUD” toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. For the N.E. area, call HUD 

at 617-565-5308. The toll free 
number for the hearing impaired 

is 1-800-927-9275.

FHAP AGENCIES &OTHER STATE/ 
LOCAL REFERRAL AGENCIES

Boston Forging & Welding 
owner at home on the job

COURTESY PHOTO

 Chip Giovanni, the third-generation owner of Boston Forging & Welding.
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By Penny & Ed Cherubino
With the current shortage of 

eggs and their high prices, we’re 
saving ours for dishes that star 
eggs. For years, plentiful, low-
cost eggs have served as binding 
agents, thickeners, glue for frying 
batter, and other supporting roles.

Newsweek recently reported 
three reasons for the current egg 
shortage. First, “A highly patho-
genic strain of avian influenza 
(H5N1) is at the root of the sup-
ply crisis. The virus led to the 
culling of 13.2 million commer-
cial egg-laying hens in December 
alone, with total bird losses near-
ing 145 million since the outbreak 
began in 2022.” Second is a linger-
ing shortage of refrigerated trucks 
and drivers. Finally, they pointed 
out that multiple states passed leg-
islation “...that requires minimum 
space for egg-laying hens, reduc-
ing overall production capacity.”

Egg Substitutes
Let’s take one use of eggs that’s 

driving up prices in restaurants 
that serve batter-fried food. The 
traditional batter station consists 
of flour, eggs, and crumbs. Some-
times, that extra-thick, crunchy 
crust is created by dipping the item 
in flour, eggs, and crumbs, then 
again in eggs and crumbs. Here, 
the egg is the glue used to make 
the batter stick. 

A slurry of chickpea flour 

mixed with water can be used as 
a substitute for each egg needed. 
Try this at home the next time 
you pan-fry, air-fry, or deep-fry. 
For each required egg, mix three 
tablespoons of chickpea flour with 
three tablespoons of water, then 
adjust with more of either to get 
the thickness you like. 

Sometimes, an egg substitute, 
like the one above, can add extra 
flavor and nutrition to the end 
product. Most legumes, beans, 
seeds, nuts, and fruit used as egg 
substitutes in vegan recipes are 
good for us. 

Shopping List Additions
Thanks to the growing commu-

nity of vegan and flexitarian eat-
ers, finding and using great substi-
tutes for eggs for many supporting 
functions is much easier. 

You’ll find recipes that use 
bananas, avocado, and apple-
sauce to add flavor and moisture 
to baked goods—a check of the 
Boston Public Library for vegan 
cookbooks generated pages of 
selections. Moreover, you can fol-
low hundreds of vegan cooking 
articles, websites, blogs, and vlogs 
online.

You may already have some 
popular egg substitutes on hand. 
If not, here are a few to consider 
adding to your pantry. You can 
also buy a premade egg replacer. 
The one we have on hand is from 

Fresh and Local

Is an egg the right choice?

Thanks to the growing community of vegan and flexitarian eaters, finding and using great substitutes for 
eggs is easier. 

Bob’s Red Mill, and it consists of 
potato starch, tapioca flour, bak-
ing soda, and psyllium husk fiber. 

Have you heard of the magic 
of aquafaba? The word translates 
to “water” and “ beans.” Aquafa-
ba is the liquid you get when you 
cook chickpeas and other beans. 
It is also available in canned ver-
sions. Drain the chickpeas for 
another use and whip the liquid 
into a meringue or whipped cream 
substitute. Or, use it in place of 

eggs in baked goods. America’s 
Test Kitchen has a comprehensive 
article on how to use it on its web-
site.

Popular seeds, nuts, beans, and 
fruit used as substitutes are chia 
seeds, flax seeds, tofu, bananas, 
applesauce, avocado, gelatin, xan-
than gum, and white beans.

As always, with dietary chang-
es, this is not an all-or-nothing 
situation unless you’ve decided to 
adopt a vegan lifestyle. We love 

frittatas, poached eggs, egg cur-
ries, and egg salads. We will, how-
ever, determine if an egg is essen-
tial for other uses and save the 
eggs we buy for the dishes where 
they shine.

Do you have a question or topic 
for Fresh & Local? Email Penny@
BostonZest.com with your sugges-
tion.

Unlock Tomorrow’s Potential.
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*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate of the date posted and is subject to change without notice. APY assumes the 
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Member FDIC | Member DIF

There’s Every Bank, Then There’s

9-MONTH CD

Car y Lynch
SVP –  Head of  Retai l  Banking


