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CNC General Meeting, Tuesday, April 4, 2023. The 
Charlestown Neighborhood Council will hold an in-per-
son, public meeting on Tuesday, 7-9 p.m. at the Knights of 
Columbus, 545 Medford Street, Charlestown. Please bring 
your questions and neighborhood concerns to the meeting or 
email us at cnc02129@gmail.com.  Updates on CNC02129.
org

charlestown

Text or Call Jeff 781-201-9488
info@chelsearealestate.com

Jeffrey Bowen East Boston Residents!!
Take advantage of First Republic Bank’s 4.75% rate with  
$4,000 lender-paid closing cost credit. 

    10% down and 680+ fico required.
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Special to the Patriot-Bridge

Boston City Councilor Gabriela 
Coletta is hosting a series of 
Budget Town Halls in District 1 
to speak with constituents about 
budget priorities in the City’s 
upcoming fiscal year 2024 budget. 
Translation, babysitting, and food 
will be provided at all budget 

town hall meetings.
“As we approach the budget 

season, I’m eager to hear com-
munity feedback on budget pri-
orities for the fiscal year 2024. 
These budget town halls will be 
an opportunity for residents of 
District 1 to learn more about 
Boston’s budget process and 
directly advocate their concerns 

and priorities for the upcoming 
budget cycle with me. I look for-
ward to seeing and hearing from 
many community members,” said 
Councilor Gabriela Coletta. 

The Budget Town Halls will 
take place on the following dates. 

• East Boston Budget Town 

coletta announces Budget Town Halls

(Budget Pg. 3)

By Michael Coughlin Jr.

The Boston Planning and 
Development Agency (BPDA) 
held a meeting on Wednesday, 
Mar. 8, to discuss a draft Request 
for Proposals (RFP) for develop-
ment at the Austin Street lots that 
Bunker Hill Community College 
students have notoriously used. 

A BPDA statement regard-
ing the goals of the draft RFP 
reads, “The BPDA seeks to con-
vey the property to allow mixed-
use development that, in confor-
mance with PLAN Charlestown, 
will bring a mix of housing with 
an emphasis on affordability to 
the Charlestown area along with 
community-driven ground floor 
activation and open space.”

“This is a significant piece of 
land within the City of Boston. 
It has been identified as suitable 
for redevelopment, and that’s why 
we’re here with you tonight,” said 
Rebecca Hansen, Director of Real 

Estate at the BPDA. 
The lots, which cover 5.6 acres, 

are the property of the BPDA. As 
a scale, the site’s size is similar to 
that of the Bunker Hill Mall (six 
acres) and the Ink Block (seven 
acres), which helps demonstrate 
the possibilities for development 
at the site. 

During the meeting, there were 
specific development objectives or 
guidelines for the draft RFP out-
lined by Natalie Deduck, Real 
Estate Development Officer at the 
BPDA. 

Essentially, the guidelines or 
objectives will help push potential 
developers to emphasize aspects 
such as conformance with PLAN 
Charlestown, affordable housing, 
ground-floor activation, creation 
of open space, sustainable and 
healthy development, and arts 
and culture as part of their pro-
posed plans. To see each devel-

BPDA talks draft RFP 
for Austin Street lots

(BPdA Pg. 3)Special to the Patriot-Bridge

The annual DiDomenico 
Foundation St. Patrick’s Day 
event hosted by Sen. Sal Di-
Domenico has become one of 
the most anticipated events of 
the year and this year did not 
disappoint.  Over 500 people 
attended the St. Patrick’s Day 
Roast and saw the top elected 

officials in the state roasting 
themselves and each other.  

Speakers included Gov-
ernor Maura Healey, Lieu-
tenant Governor Kim 
Driscoll, Attorney General 
Andrea Campbell, Massa-
chusetts State Senate Pres-
ident Karen Spilka, Boston 

Sen. DiDomenico’s St. Patrick’s 
Day celebration a huge success

Crowd applauding the the headtable guests.

Sen. Sal DiDomenico thanks all who 
attended. (CeleBrAtion Pg. 11)
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Boston City Councilor Gabriela 
Coletta, Councilor-At-Large 
Ruthzee Louijeune, and City 
Councilor Kendra Lara will be 
hosting a hearing to establish a 
climate change and environmental 
justice curriculum in Boston Public 
Schools to be held in the City 
Council Committee on Education. 

“As Boston continues to see the 
growing effects of climate change, 
we need to work on finding and 
adopting solutions that support 
our vulnerability and help us with 
Boston’s climate resilience goals. 
While having these conversations, 
it is also essential that our students 
and younger generations under-
stand why there is an urgency and 
how they can get involved in these 
efforts,” said Councilor Coletta. 
“I look forward to the conver-
sation to ensure Boston Public 
Schools has the resources to sup-
port our teachers and students, 
so our future generations are edu-
cated and prepared to become 
conscious citizens.”

The Councilors understand the 
urgency in addressing the effects 
of climate change in a coastal city 
like Boston, the implications solu-
tions would have on environmen-
tal justice communities, and the 
importance of centering residents 
and especially young people in the 
collaborative efforts.

“Climate justice can and should 
be a crucial part of our student’s 
education throughout their years 
in our school systems, especially 
as Boston is a coastal city. Our stu-
dents’ education should be about 
real life challenges that we are all 
grappling with in real time and 
our curriculum must adjust with 
these changes.” said Councilor 
Louijeune.

The Councilors seek to bring 
together community groups and 
organizations and Boston Public 
School teachers and administra-
tors to discuss establishing an 
environmental justice curriculum 
while ensuring that Boston Public 
Schools are prepared to support 
teachers in the development of the 
program and students in learning.  

“Young people will be navigat-
ing the realities of climate change 
in their communities first-hand. If 
we want to develop citizens who 
are deeply invested in protecting 
our people and our planet, this is 
where we start, with a curriculum 
that not only builds their under-
standing but positions them to 
become leaders in the field,” said 
Councilor Lara.

Highlights of the Order Include:
“WHEREAS, By 2030. sea level 

is projected to rise by 0.6 to 1.1 
feet above 2000 levels. By 2070. 
some projections estimate a rise 
in sea level of 2.3 to 4.2 feet over 
2000 levels. Sea level rise com-
bined with more intense hurri-
canes and winter storms present 
a serious threat to people residing 
in coastal areas of Massachusetts; 
and 

WHEREAS, Climate change 
is a pertinent part of our lives, 
and particularly our children’s 
lives who will have to deal with 
the bulk of climate change conse-
quences. Yet, climate change-relat-
ed to; and 

WHEREAS, In 2021. An Act 
Creating a Next-Generation 
Roadmap for Massachusetts 
Climate Policy, also known as 
the 2050 Roadmap bill, was 
codified into Massachusetts state 
law. While the primary goal of 
the bill is to create a net-zero 

greenhouse gas emission limit in 
Massachusetts by 2050, the law 
also highlights environmental jus-
tice as a necessary tenet of the 
state’s climate policy. This specific 
amendment is pertinent to Boston 
Public School students who often 
live in communities most vulnera-
ble to environmental disasters; and 

WHEREAS, Recently. a study 
analyzed publicly available doc-
uments from boards of educa-
tion and state education depart-
ments across the U.S. and ranked 
Massachusetts in the lowest tier 
— along with most of the coun-
try— with “very low” inclusion of 
climate change-related content in 
state requirements; and 

WHEREAS, The Department 
of Elementary and Secondary 
Education has a key opportuni-
ty to close the gaps within envi-
ronmental education and develop 
a climate change curriculum for 
all public schools. Community 
resources and partnerships are 
readily available to address this 
need; and 

WHEREAS, Our obligation is 
to foster a school environment 
that produces conscious citizens 
who understand the severity of the 
climate catastrophe. Additionally, 
it is vital to educate the next gen-
eration of leaders and to prepare 
them for professional opportuni-
ties that contribute to this fight;” 

The Boston City Council will 
hold a hearing on Tuesday, March, 
14th at 2pm virtually via Zoom. 
This hearing will be held under the 
Education Committee, chaired by 
Councilor-At-Large Julia Mejia. 
Members of the public are encour-
aged to provide written or oral 
comments. 

city council hearing on climate change

Special to the Patriot-Bridge

Last week, Senator Sal 
DiDomenico joined his colleagues 
in the Massachusetts State Senate 
in passing a $368.7 million supple-
mental budget for Fiscal Year 2023 
(FY23).  Several DiDomenico pri-
orities were included in this leg-
islation to fund vital services that 
support vulnerable populations 
and address food insecurity, hous-
ing instability, the state’s long-term 
COVID-19 response, economic 
development, essential support 
services for incoming immigrants 
and refugees, and more. Notably, 
the bill also extends initiatives first 
implemented during the COVID-
19 pandemic, such as outdoor din-
ing, remote public meeting access, 
and support for assisted living 
residences. The bill further autho-
rizes $814.3 in bonding to bolster 
the Commonwealth’s clean water 
and other public works projects 
for cities and towns, as well as 
to support the Commonwealth’s 
ability to compete for competitive 
federal grant funds.

“I was proud to vote for this 
supplemental budget which pri-
oritizes feeding, housing, and 
financially supporting peo-
ple across backgrounds in our 
state,” said Senator DiDomenico, 
Assistant Majority Leader of the 
Massachusetts Senate. “I am also 
especially pleased that we have 
included funding for several of 
my priorities including the exten-
sion of Universal School Meals 
through the end of the year, sup-
porting early education provid-
ers, extending SNAP benefits, and 
providing wraparound services for 
immigrants and refugees. I want 
to thank Senate President Spilka, 
Chair Rodrigues, and their staff 
for bringing the supplemental bud-
get to the floor.”

DiDomenico spoke during the 
Senate debate and highlighted the 
fact that the bill invests $368.7 
million to address several time 
sensitive needs for an array of 
programs relied on by some of the 
most vulnerable residents of the 
Commonwealth, including $130 
million for SNAP food assistance 
benefits to provide a glide path 
for families who were receiving 
enhanced SNAP benefits during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, $68 
million for the Early Education 
C3 stabilization grant program, 
$65 million for the continuation 

of free school meals, $45 million 
for emergency shelter assistance, 
and over $40 million to support 
affordable housing for immigrants 
and refugees. Other measures 
funded in the bill include:

• $8.3 million for judgments, 
settlements, and legal fees

• $7 million for coordinated 
wraparound services for incoming 
immigrants and refugees

• $2 million for the reimburse-
ment of SNAP benefits for victims 
of benefit theft

• $2 million for the prepa-
ration and execution of the 
114th National NAACP confer-
ence, which is taking place in 
Massachusetts in 2023, which was 
adopted via an amendment from 
Senator Liz Miranda

• $1 million for a public aware-
ness campaign to educate the pub-
lic about the misleading tactics of 
so-called crisis pregnancy centers 
and their lack of medical services

• $250,000 for Reproductive 
Equity Now’s free abortion-related 
legal hotline

The bill also authorizes $814.3 
billion in capital expenditures to 
support economic development 
projects. Notably, these include 
$400 million for the MassWorks 
Infrastructure Program, which 
provides grants to cities, towns, 
and other public entities for infra-
structure projects, and $200 mil-
lion for state matching funds to 
compete for federal grant oppor-
tunities, including those funded 
through the CHIPS and Science 
Act, which encourage innovation 
in Massachusetts. Other bond-
ing items authorized by the bill 
include:

• $104 million for the Clean 
Water Trust Fund

• $34 million for a program to 
revitalize underutilized properties

• $30 million for state match-
ing funds to compete for federal 
broadband expansion grants and 
improve state broadband infra-
structure

• $15 million for the 
Massachusetts Manufacturing 
Innovation Initiative, which sup-
ports innovation within the state’s 
manufacturing industry, including 
by offering technical assistance to 
manufacturers and attracting tal-
ent from outside of the state

• $14 million for the 
Massachusetts Manufacturing 
Accelerate Program

• $9.3 million for broadband 
middle mile supports

• $8 million for the Smart 
Growth Housing Trust Fund

Recognizing the societal shifts 
that have taken place during the 
pandemic, the bill also addresses 
several pandemic-era related mea-

sures, including:
• Permanently allowing public 

corporations and nonprofits to 
hold meetings by means of remote 
communication

• Permanently allowing nota-
ries public to conduct remote 
online notarization using commu-
nication technology

• Extending the ability of 
graduates and students in their 
last semester of nursing educa-
tion programs to practice nurs-
ing in accordance with guidance 
from the Massachusetts Board of 
Registration in Nursing

• Extending the ability of 
municipalities to allow outdoor 
dining services

• Extending the ability of pub-

lic bodies to allow remote par-
ticipation by members in public 
meetings

• Extending flexibilities given 
to cities and towns that allow 
for town meetings to be held in 
hybrid or fully remote capacities 
and that ease the threshold for a 
quorum

• Extending the ability of nurs-
es employed by assisted living res-
idences to provide skilled nurs-
ing care in accordance with valid 
medical orders, provided the nurse 
holds a valid license to provide 
such care

Senator Liz Miranda 
(D-Boston) and Senator Robyn 
K. Kennedy (D-Worcester) both 
gave their inaugural Senate 

speeches during consideration of 
the supplemental budget. Senator 
Miranda spoke on behalf of her 
amendment for $2 million to sup-
port the NAACP’s 114th national 
conference, which will be taking 
place in Massachusetts in 2023. 
The amendment was subsequent-
ly unanimously adopted. Senator 
Kennedy highlighted how the sup-
plemental budget’s $68 million 
investment in C3 early education 
grants will provide crucial stability 
to the early education sector.

As a previous version of this 
legislation has passed the House of 
Representatives, the two branches 
will now reconcile the differences 
between the bills.

Supplemental budget funds several DiDomenico priorities

Thank You
Jesus

    T.F.
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R e a l  E s t a t e  Tr a n s f e r s

Elite
253 Main St. • Charlestown • 617-241-5566

www.c21elite.com
Sales • Rentals • Free Market Analysis

Certified Buyer Agents

 BUYER 1                SELLER 1                ADDRESS PRICE  

Gilmour, Rohan E        Abigail Properties LLC 5-9R Trenton St #8         $575,000  

Lever, Daniel R  9 Eden St LLC 9 Eden St #1               $1,675,000  

Merrifield, Colin Rossi, Deanna M 42 8th St #2316             $465,000  

1306-1308 Mass Ave Re Nt   tarboard 42nc LLC 45 1st Ave #302          $635,000  

1306-1308 Mass Ave Re Nt   45 1st Ave LLC 45 1st Ave #402                $635,000  

Hanson, Ashley M Montopoli, Jaime 206 Bunker Hill St #1      $549,000  

BPdA  (from pg. 1)

Massport is currently 
accepting applications for 
the following Scholarships:

• DEBORAH HADDEN GRAY MEMORIAL 

SCHOLARSHIP

Awarded annually to a high school senior who 

resides and is involved in community service or 

employment in the city of Boston, Chelsea, Revere 

or Winthrop with a minimum 3.0 GPA.

• LOWELL L. RICHARDS III MEMORIAL 

SCHOLARSHIP

Awarded annually to a high school senior who 

resides and is involved in community service in 

the city of Boston, Chelsea, Revere, or Winthrop, 

with a minimum 3.0 GPA.

• DIVERSITY STEM SCHOLARSHIP

Awarded to high school seniors of color who 

reside or attend school in the city of Boston, 

Chelsea, Winthrop, Revere, Worcester, Bedford, 

Concord, Lexington, or Lincoln, and are involved 

in community service with a minimum 3.0 GPA.  

Scholarship applications must be received by 

Massport no later than 5:00 p.m. on Friday, April 
28, 2023. For more information on these 

scholarships, including application checklist and 

criteria please visit www.massport.com. 

SCHOLARSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES 
2023

opment guideline in full detail, 
you can visit https://www.bos-
tonplans.org/news-calendar/cal-
endar/2023/03/08/austin-street-
parking-lots-rfp-discussion-meet-
ing. 

Along with the development 
guidelines, suggested design 
parameters for the RFP were laid 
out. These parameters include a 
maximum FAR of 4.0 and a max-
imum building height of 150 feet 
– with the caveat that 200 feet 
could be possible at the Austin 
Street and I-93 corner for develop-
ments with “excellent affordabili-
ty.” Other suggested parameters 
included lot coverage between 30 
and 40 percent and 1.5 to three 
acres of open space. 

In addition to the guidelines 
and design parameters, the evalu-
ation criteria that will be used to 
pick the best development plans 
for the site were also discussed. 

During the meeting, the evalu-
ation criteria were focused on the 
potential development’s diversity 
and inclusion plan, development 
concept, design and public realm 
contribution, ability to execute 
and strength of financial plan, and 
sustainable, resilient, and healthy 
development. 

To see each evaluation criterion 
in full detail, you can visit the 
aforementioned link containing 
the presentation slideshow. 

While this meeting focused on 
what the BPDA had come up with 
to include in a draft RFP, it also 
allowed residents to provide feed-
back and address concerns about 
potential development at the site. 

One of the main points of feed-
back or concerns raised regarding 

a potential development at the 
Austin Street lots dealt with air 
pollution – especially if housing 
would be included – due to the 
site’s proximity to the highway. 

However, Deduck tried to quell 
some of those concerns by say-
ing, “We’ve been working with 
leading academics who have been 
studying this in Somerville as well 
as recommended project engineers 
who have focused on HVAC sys-
tems that mitigate against these 
air pollutions.” 

“If they [proposed develop-
ments] want to advance and they 
want to score high within this 
evaluation process, they’re going 
to have to submit something that 
follows the utmost safety and 
health standards,” added Deduck. 

Other feedback regarding 
development at the site was scat-
tered from what to do about 
incorporating indoor or outdoor 
sports fields, pedestrian connec-
tions, paths to homeownership, 
affordable housing, and much 
more.  

Currently, the plan from the 
BPDA is to use the feedback from 
this meeting to help supplement 
the creation of the draft RFP. 
Following the finalization of the 
draft RFP it will be posted on the 
PLAN: Charlestown website in 
the coming weeks and be open for 
public comments. Those public 
comments from the to-be-post-
ed draft will then be considered 
before a final draft RFP is created.  

“This, again, is all part of the 
iterative process of creating an 
RFP, and so when there is a final 
draft, it will then go to the BPDA 
Board for review,” said Deduck. 

Hall on Wednesday, March 15, 
2023 at 6pm at the East Boston 
Police Station, Community Room, 
300 E Eagle St.

• North End Budget Town Hall 
on Wednesday, March 22, 2023 at 
6pm at the Nazzaro Community 
Center, 30 N. Bennet St.

• Immigrant Population Budget 
Town Hall on Saturday, March 
25, 2023 at 10am at East Boston 
Public Library, Community 
Room, 365 S Bremen St

• Charlestown Budget Town 
Hall on Tuesday, March 28, 2023 
at 6pm at Knights of Columbus, 
545 Medford Street

• Youth Budget Town Hall 
on Saturday, April 1, 2023 at 
10am at BCYF Charlestown, 255 
Medford Street

Budget (from pg. 1)

The MBTA is advising riders 
to plan for additional travel time 
and longer headways on the Red, 
Orange, Blue, Green, and Mat-
tapan Lines this week as MBTA 
engineers continue to perform 
repair validations and speed veri-
fications following a Department 
of Public Utilities (DPU) site visit 
last week. Riders are encouraged 
to use the T’s Trip Planner tool at 
mbta.com/trip-planner for a list 
of travel options, including bus 
routes that run parallel to subway 
service.

On Friday, the T replaced the 
global speed restrictions on the 
Red, Blue, and Orange Lines with 
targeted block speed restrictions 
between 10-25 mph in areas that 
still needed to be inspected or 
where track conditions do not 

permit normal speeds. The Green 
and Mattapan Lines remain under 
a global speed restriction of 10-25 
mph while inspections continue.

MBTA crews remain in the field 
verifying that speeds are appropri-
ate for sections of track identified 
by recent geometry car testing that 
may require mitigation, meaning 
the results of the testing matches 
field inspections by MBTA track 
engineers and independently veri-
fied by third party consulting engi-
neers. Once speeds are verified, 
the T will proceed with validating 
that track defects identified in the 
geometry testing were repaired 
during previous work or report 
where repairs remain pending.

Block speed restrictions of 
10-25 mph remain in place on the 
heavy rail subway lines. This rep-

resents 31.9% of track. There are 
19 block speed restrictions on the 
Orange Line, 39 on the Red Line, 
and six on the Blue Line. These are 
in addition to speed restrictions 
that had previously been in place 
on these lines prior to the March 
9 system-wide slow order. A block 
speed restriction is a length of 
track that may include multiple 
defects that need to be investigated 
or mitigated. As each defect is vali-
dated and corrected as needed, the 
length of the block speed restric-
tion will be reduced until the block 
is fully removed.

For more information, visit 
mbta.com, or connect with the T 
on Twitter @MBTA, Facebook /
TheMBTA, Instagram @theMB-
TA, or TikTok @thembta.

MBTA reminds riders to allow for extra time



PA G E  4 M A R c H  1 6 ,  2 0 2 3T H E  C H A R L E S T O W N  PAT R I O T- B R I D G E

NewsstaNd Price: Free / subscriPtioN Price: $75 aNNually

President - stePhen Quigley - editor@ChArlestownBridge.Com
mArketing direCtor - deBrA digregorio - deB@reverejournAl.Com

the charlestowN Patriot-bridge,  
PhoNe: 781.485.0588 © 2008  iNdePeNdeNt NewsPaPer GrouP. 

email: editor@charlestownbridge.com • web site: www.charlestownbridge.com

P A T R I O T - B R I D G E
c harlesTo wn

editorial

HOUSING THE 
HOMELESS IN 
CHARLESTOWN: 
TRUTHS AND 
TRANSPARENCY 
NEEDED

To the Editor,
I’m writing in response to 

the letters to the editor in the 
March 9th edition of the Patriot-
Bridge advocating greater com-
munity communication about the 
Constitution Inn Housing Project 
(The Helm on Third). Much of 
what has been presented about 
this venture by the proponents – 
St. Francis House, the Planning 
Office for Urban Affairs of the 
Archdiocese (POUA) and the 
YMCA – is distorted and mis-
leading. Residents of Charlestown, 
our public officials and our elected 
representatives need greater clari-
fication and understanding of the 
elements and the profound impact 
on our neighborhood and com-
munity.

A key, misleading and disturb-
ing aspect of the proponents’ pre-
sentations is the intentional mix-
ing and substitution of Permanent 
Affordable Housing for Permanent 
Supportive Housing. The former 

most understand. The latter, poor-
ly understood, is a specific model 
for housing the homeless with-
out preconditions for treatment of 
addiction, substance abuse, mental 
illness treatment or other behav-
ioral compliance as described 
in extensive medical literature. 
Further, by definition, tenants are 
“encouraged, but not required, to 
receive treatment and maintain 
sobriety.”

Charlestown lacks access to ser-
vices needed by this population 
to include public transportation, 
primary care, urgent care, first 
provider response, addiction and 
mental illness treatment, full police 
presence, affordable shopping, 
food shopping and employment. 
Permanent Supportive Housing 
where deployed in other cities and 
regions has not reduced home-
lessness, addiction or mental ill-
ness. Any level of success requires 
Intensive Case Management to 
include primary healthcare, spe-
cialty care, social service, life skills 
training and employment services. 

The community as well as the 
homeless need consideration. 
The project would bring to 
Charlestown and the residential 
areas of the Navy Yard new fears 
of safety and security in a neigh-

borhood lacking the infrastructure 
to respond. The proponents in 
their small information sessions 
have provided no guidelines for 
housing compliance or behavior 
and no criteria for non-compli-
ance eviction. Security planning 
for the project lies with an outside 
consultant. This message needs to 
be heard and understood directly 
and in open public meetings.

Charlestown is the wrong place 
for the proposed Constitution 
Inn project and should be denied 
approval based on its flawed 
design, concepts and proposed 
implementation. We need the 
understanding and support of our 
public officials and elected rep-
resentatives to advocate for the 
population they were chosen to 
serve. We need the residents of 
Charlestown to understand what 
they have been asked to accept. 
We need to provide an environ-
ment which includes the need-
ed services and resources for the 
homeless that truly fosters their 
safety, security and recovery from 
their illness and impairment. The 
science of treating the homeless 
is complex. A roof is not the sole 
answer.

Gerald H. Angoff, MD MBA

Letter to the editor

SAFE CONSUMPTION SITES ARE 
THE ONLY WAY TO STEM THE TIDE 

OF DRUG OVERDOSES
  The so-called War on Drugs, which began in the administration of 

Richard Nixon, has been ongoing in America for more than 50 years.
Putting aside the fact that Nixon began his war on drugs primarily 

as a means for incarcerating Black and brown Americans (especially for 
simple marijuana possession), the War on Drugs has failed by every met-
ric imaginable.

We spend roughly five times as much incarcerating people with sub-
stance use disorders as it would cost us to treat them, and the return on 
that expenditure has been meager at best. 

The economy loses an estimated one trillion dollars per year (about 
five percent of G.D.P.) in lost productivity, health care costs, and crimi-
nal justice expenditures, among other things.

More ominously, thanks to the recent wave of an opioid crisis that 
was initiated by our legal drug industry and our faulty regulatory appa-
ratus, more than 100,000 Americans, an all-time high, died from drug 
overdoses last year. Life expectancy is declining in the United States for 
the first time in generations largely as a result. 

Drug use is soaring and drugs being purchased on our streets are 
more lethal than ever thanks to the introduction of fentanyl into just 
about every type of pill and powder that is manufactured and sold by 
drug dealers, for whom fentanyl is cheaper to produce and easier to 
transport than heroin. Fentanyl is so potent that a typical car trunk filled 
with fentanyl would be enough to kill every single American.

Think about that figure for a moment -- and you realize that trying 
to interdict fentanyl shipments, wherever they might originate, is a game 
only for fools.

However, there is a solution to this problem which has been used in 
Portugal and Switzerland for almost two decades: The time has come 
for our society to treat substance abuse like a public health crisis. We 
need to repeal outdated laws that push too many people into jails and 
prisons and not enough into recovery; invest in treatment so that those 
who want and need help can get it; and replace abstinence-based policies 
with ones grounded in reality in order to minimize the worst effects of 
drug abuse.

This would include providing users with clean needles so that they 
don’t contract or spread H.I.V. or hepatitis C and giving them overdose 
reversal medications like naloxone.

However, the most significant step we can take is to promote super-
vised consumption, which is standard in Portugal and Switzerland, so 
that if users overdose, they don’t die. Supervised consumption programs 
also entail assisting drug-dependent persons with receiving access to 
housing and basic medical and mental health care so that they can live 
in relative stability even when they are not abstinent. 

In short, we need to replace the futile goal of eradication with the 
concept of what is known as harm reduction. 

Yes, we realize that some people adamantly are opposed to this 
point of view. But given that their solution has a proven track record of 
five-decades of failure, we suggest that a different way of looking at the 
problem of drug abuse in our country is worth trying.

Silicon Valley Bank and your life savings
Dr. Glenn Mollette 

If you have worked hard and 
saved money all your life you may 
have over $250,000 in a bank. Or, 
maybe one of these days you might 
if you keep working and saving. 

You most likely know that only 
$250.000 of your money is fed-
erally insured. In other words, if 
you bank fails you might lose any 
amount above $250.000. Let’s 
say you have one half million in 
your bank. The assets of the bank 
would eventually be liquidated. If 
enough money was collected you 
might receive the rest of your half 
million or you might never see a 
penny above the federally insured 
amount unless you are in Silicon 
Valley. 

The second largest bank failure 
in U.S. history occurred March 10 
in Santa Clara, California. The 
Silicon Valley Bank failed after 
a bank run on its deposits. The 
Department of Financial Protec-
tion and Innovation revoked its 

charter and transferred the busi-
ness into receivership under the 
Federal Deposit Insurance Corpo-
ration (FDIC). 

SVB is the country’s 16th larg-
est bank with $209 billion in 
assets and more than $175 billion 
in deposits. 

A number of businesses had 
millions of dollars in the bank. 

Roku had just under $500 mil-
lion of its 1.9 billion dollars of 
cash assets in the bank.

Roblox, a video game company 
said 5% of it’s 3 billion in cash was 
held at SVB.  

Toronto-based AcuityAds 
Holding had US $55 million in 
SVB, and just US $4.8 million 
elsewhere. That means more than 
90% of the company’s deposits 
were held in SVB.

Aerospace manufacturer Rock-
et Lab held almost 8%, or approx-
imately $38 million, of its total 
cash at the collapsed bank, it said 
in a Friday filing.

Crytpo lender BlockFi, which 

filed for bankruptcy in November, 
disclosed it held $227 million with 
SVB in a bankruptcy filing Friday. 
BlockFi said in November it had 
halted withdrawals after facing 
“significant exposure” to Sam 
Bankman-Fried’s FTX exchange, 
as well as its sister hedge fund Ala-
meda.

BlockFi’s money in SVB is not 
FDIC-insured because it was in 
a money market mutual fund, 
the company learned from its 
bankruptcy trustee early this 
week.  (Source CNN.Com)

Move the calendar from last 
Friday to this past Sunday. 

Federal regulators stepped in 
Sunday March 12, to back all Sil-
icon Valley Bank deposits, resolv-
ing a key uncertainty surrounding 
the second-largest bank failure in 
U.S. history hours before global 
stock markets resumed trading.

The U.S. Treasury, the Federal 
Reserve and the Federal Deposit 

Guest op-ed

(oP-ed Pg. 5)



PA G E  5M A R c H  1 6 ,  2 0 2 3 T H E  C H A R L E S T O W N  PAT R I O T- B R I D G E
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TO ADVERTISE IN THE 
cHARLESTOWN PATRIOT-BRIDGE

PLEASE cALL 781-485-0588

BUNKER HILL HOUSING
REDEVELOPMENT
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES FAIR
Saturday, March 25th | 12PM-3PM
Harvard Kent Elementary School
50 Bunker Hill St, Charlestown, MA

WWW.BUNKERHILLHOUSING.COM

Are you interested in job and training 
opportunities or starting a small business?

Join us for a career exploration fair to learn more
about opportunities for small businesses, 
careers in construction, property management,
design, union membership, as well as office/
administrative and youth employment
opportunities, and more! We will also have a
general info table if you have questions about the
project or the start of construction!

PRIZES!
ALL PARTICIPANTS CAN ENTER A DRAWING TO WIN!

CHRIS REMMES
MANAGING BROKER
617-398-0015  
chris@remmesco.com

remmesco.com

Insurance Corp. said the govern-
ment would back Silicon Valley 
Bank deposits beyond the feder-
ally insured ceiling of $250,000. 
The decision addressed concerns 
around the fate of uninsured funds 
held at the Santa Clara, Califor-
nia-based bank.

“Depositors will have access to 
all of their money starting Mon-
day, March 13,” the agencies said 
in a joint statement Sunday eve-
ning. “No losses associated with 
the resolution of Silicon Valley 
Bank will be borne by the taxpay-
er.”  (Source NBC.COM)

If you have a half million dol-

lars in a bank, you might consid-
er dividing it up into two banks. 
Maybe the U.S. Treasury will treat 
you and the people at your bank 
the same as the millionaires of Sil-
icon Valley.  Don’t risk your life 
savings on this hope.

Glenn Mollette is the publish-
er of Newburgh Press, Liberty 
Torch and various other publish-
ing imprints; a national columnist 
–  American Issues and Common 
Sense opinions, analysis, stories 
and features appear each week 
In over 500 newspapers, websites 
and blogs across the United States.

Charlestown resident, Kallie 
McHugh, 9, daughter of 
Colleen Considine and John 
McHugh recently traveled to 
Hartford CT to compete in 
the Regional Championships 
for Irish Step Dancing. Kallie 
competing against girls from 
dance schools all across the 
region and was declared 
the New England Regional 
Champion in the youngest 
age group of the competition. 
Kallie dances for the 
Goulding School of Irish 
Dance out of Medford, MA, 
she and other members of 
the Goulding School will per-
form at The Warren Tavern 
on Friday, March 17th at 
6:00 PM. 

CONGRATULATIONS, KALLIE
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LOOKING TO 

ADVERTISE??

PLEASE cALL 

781-485-0588

The Friends of Ryan “Duce” Morrissey Scholarship Fund is 
pleased to announce that scholarships totaling $27,500 will be 

offered in 2023. Scholarships are available to college 
freshman, college upperclassmen, and high school students. 

Details and application forms may be obtained from our 
website. www.ryanmorrisseyscholarship.com 

Questions: ryanmorrisseyscholarship@gmail.com

Friends of
Ryan “Duce” Morrissey 

Scholarship Fund 

The Charlestown High boys basketball team and seniors celebrate reaching the final four of the Division Two 
state title on Friday, March 10 with a 51-45 win over Westwood.  The win advanced the team to a play-off 
game with Malden Catholic on Monday, March 13 at Woburn High School.  Unfortunately, Charlestown lost 
66-54 but ends a remarkable season at 21-4. 

charlestown Historical Society 
event set for tonight, March 16

The Charlestown Historical 
Society is hosting an event this 
Thursday, March 16, at Sullivans 
at 4:30 pm honoring the crit-
ically acclaimed Green Square 
Mile movie about the history of 
the Irish in Charlestown. This 
special behind the scenes event 
will feature executive produc-
ers Ed Callahan, Arthur Hurley, 
Doug Macdonald and Filmmaker 
Maureen McNamara, together for 
the first time since the movie was 
filmed over 15 years ago. 

The “Green Square Mile” 
documentary is the result of a 
Charlestown Historical Society 
initiative called the “Charlestown 
Irish Renaissance Project”, and fol-
lows Charlestown’s history from 
its settlement to contemporary 
times. With an Irish perspective, 
the viewer relives history through 
the eyes of local Charlestown resi-
dents and local historians. 

“Charlestown is one of Boston’s 
oldest ethnic communities and the 
Irish presence here in Charlestown 
spans nearly three centuries,” 
said Julie Hall, president of 
Charlestown Historical Society.  
“The Green Square Mile reflects 

the dreams and aspirations of this 
resilient immigrant population and 
their descendants, who endured 
incredible hardship to survive.“ 
The history of Charlestown’s Irish 
community had never been doc-
umented or recorded until CHS 
Board members Callahan and 
Hurley began planning the idea 
over a pint at the infamous but 
now defunct “Old Sullys.” The 
documentary film presents a full 
portrait of Charlestown’s Irish 
community, while at the same time 
sproject a realistic and positive 
picture of an ethnic neighborhood 
with strong survival skills and a 
promising future.  

The first 16 people to arrive 
at Sullivans will get a copy of 
the Green Square Mile DVD and 
book! The Green Square Mile is 
16 years old this year.

The event will be broadcast 
on the CHS Facebook page via 
FacebookLive and filmed for the 
CHS website and YouTube chan-
nels. The event is free to the public 
but a donation to CHS is always 
appreciated to help fund the work 
they do for the community.

IN THE FINAL FOUR

NO MATTER WHAT YOU ARE SAVING FOR,  
THIS RATE IS HARD TO IGNORE.

Here’s your chance to run the numbers in your favor. 
Everett Bank’s 9 Month CD with an amazing 4.50% 
APY* gets you closer to those financial goals much 
faster. Easily calculate better earnings with Everett 
Bank’s 9 Month CD. Go to everettbank.com to 
easily open your account on-line in just minutes.

Open your account 
on-line in minutes!

4.50%APY*

9 Month CD

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of the date posted and is subject to 
change without notice. APY assumes that interest remains on deposit until maturity. 
A withdrawal will reduce earnings. A penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal. 
Offer may be withdrawn at any time.Minimum of $500 is required to open a Certificate 
of Deposit and earn the advertised APY.

Savings make 
dreams possible.
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0 2 1 2 9Our Senior Life

March is here and with spring just 
around the corner, it is a great time to 
focus on healthy and sustainable eating. 
For older adults, it’s essential to make in-
formed food choices and maintain health-
ful eating and physical activity habits. 
But no matter your age, good nutrition is 
important, and everyone can do more than 
they realize to create a healthier lifestyle 
while  promoting a healthier planet.

This year’s Nutrition Month theme is 
Fuel for the Future—reminding everyone to 
fuel their bodies at every age in a way that 
is also sustainable for the planet.

8 ways to incorporate the Fuel for the 
Future theme in your home:

1. Work on a backyard garden. 
You can keep this as simple or ambitious 

as you like. Quickly create small gardens 
by choosing a container and packing it 
with your favorite blooms, or tackle a larger 
project such as redesigning your backyard 
and opening up space for a vegetable 
garden. Gardening is one of the healthiest 
hobbies you can develop— for yourself and 
the planet! Research shows that working 
the soil improves land and air quality, 

and it is also classified as exercise by 
the CDC (Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention).

2. Keep hydrated and swap sugary 
beverages for water.

By choosing water or zero calorie drinks 
like tea and coffee, you can avoid many 
health problems associated with high 
blood sugar, such as diabetes, obesity, and 
hypertension. Avoiding soda, which comes 
in cans or plastic bottles, reduces the 
waste produced by these products. Instead 
of buying highly sugary juices and soda, try 
investing in a reusable water bottle. Fewer 
pollutants and harmful chemicals will enter 
the ground and atmosphere, and you will 
save money and energy for more important 
things. Carrying a reusable water bottle 
with you throughout the day is a great 
remainder to regularly hydrate, a healthy 
habit. 

3. Visit local grocery stores and make 
sure you are in tune with what is in 
season. 

This will help promote healthy food 
choices when grocery shopping. Buying 
in-season produce is not only more nutri-
tious and delicious, but more sustainable 

for the environment and 
the economy. If you buy 
local, you will get nutrients 
that are richer in vitamins. 
Just think about all the 
gas required for produce to 
travel across the country. 
By buying local in season 
foods, you can reduce 
the energy and resources 
needed to transport the 
product from the farm to 
your supermarket, and you 

can support local farmers and food trade 
companies. The greater flavor and texture 
of fresh, local produce with be a great 
incentive to keep eating healthier, too.

4. Eat as a family a few times each 
week. Set a regular mealtime and turn off 
the TV and phones to encourage mealtime 
talk. Generally, when you eat as a family 
you are cooking at home and relaxing 
around your dining table. Family style 
meals also tend to be higher in fruits and 
vegetables. And, many times when we buy 
takeout or eat on the go, we add to the 
food waste problem. .  It is not surprising 
that diet is one of the biggest sources of 
climate emissions, one  reason why sus-
tainable agriculture that includes fruits and 
vegetables is key not only for a healthy diet 
but also for a healthy planet.

5. Eat seafood twice a week: Seafood 
– fish and shellfish – contains a range of 
nutrients including healthy omega-3 fats. 
Salmon, trout, oysters and sardines are 
higher in omega-3s and lower in mercury. 
We’ve all heard that seafood has great 
benefits, but in recent reports there is 
increasing evidence that eating sustain-
able seafood can help support a thriving 
environment along with making a positive 
impact on public health. Seafood has 
one of the lowest negative environmental 
impacts of all the animal protein markets. 
Other types of seafood like oysters, clams, 
mussels, and seaweed can be harvested 
without negative effects on their ecosys-
tems and habitats. 

6. Make an effort to reduce food 
waste: Take inventory of foods you have 
on hand before your next trip to the gro-
cery store. Plan meals based on leftovers, 
and only buy perishable foods you will use 

or freeze within a couple of days. Manag-
ing food resources at home can help save 
nutrients and money.

7. Explore new foods and flavors: You 
can add more nutrients when you expand 
your options. Next time you are at a store, 
select a fruit, vegetable or whole grain that 
you have never tried.  This can increase the 
demand for different foods and promote 
a more diversified farming system. Smart 
nutrition tip: Eat a variety of fruits and 
vegetables, especially those that are col-
orful, dark green, red and orange, for more 
nutrients. (Beans, peas and lentils are 
also a good choice!) If you choose to buy 
canned or frozen vegetables, make sure 
you choose “low salt” or “no salt” options.

8. Always include a variety of foods, 
focusing on Vitamin B12 and calci-
um as you get older. Look for fiber-rich 
cereals--they are fortified with vitamin 
B12, which is a nutrient that decreases in 
absorption as we age or due to some medi-
cations. Improve bone health by consum-
ing more calcium. Older adults need more 
calcium and vitamin D to help keep bones 
healthy. Be sure to include three servings 
of fat-free or low-fat milk, yogurt or cheese 
each day. 

Try putting these tips into practice, and 
you will see that healthy eating with the 
environment in mind is easy to implement 
in your daily routine! It can help keep food 
costs down and increase nutrient density 
in your diet.

To find out more about this year’s Fuel 
For the Future Campaign visit: https://
www.eatright.org/-/media/files/campaigns/
eatright/nnm-2023/english/tip-sheets-en-
glish/nnm_2023_20-health-tips.pdf

MEDICAL MINUTE FROM THE MGH CHARLESTOWN HEALTHCARE CENTER

National Nutrition Month: Fuel for the Future
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Chris Remmes, a longtime res-
ident and realtor in Charlestown 
with over 20 years of experience in 
the residential real estate industry, 
announced recently that he has 
opened an independent real estate 
brokerage in Boston.  Remmes 

& Co, with offices at The Park 
Plaza, is a full-service real estate 
firm aimed at providing innova-
tive marketing and exceptional 
service for sellers and buyers in 
Charlestown and the neighbor-
hoods of Boston. 

“After 20 plus years working as 
an agent, I’m ready to set up my 
own shop to work directly with 
residents and families to meet their 
housing needs in an increasingly 
competitive and complex market,” 
said Chris Remmes of Remmes & 
Co.  “I know how important real 
estate decisions are for people, and 
me and my team have the exper-
tise and cutting edge multi channel 
marketing plan to make the pro-
cess as productive and stressLESS 
as possible.”

When asked about the cur-
rent state of the market he notes. 
“I am cautiously optimistic that 
the spring market will be brisk. 
Limited inventory combined with 
moderating interest rates will favor 
the sellers as demand is brisk.” 

Joining Remmes & Co are 
Jack Walsh and Sam Schwarz, 
Marketing Director. 

Remmes, 57, is a board member 
of the Charlestown Preservation 
Society and active member of the 
Charlestown community.  A grad-
uate of Catholic Memorial High 
School and the Massachusetts 
Maritime Academy, Chris 
received his Master of Business 
Administration (MBA) from 
Boston University. 

 To discuss your questions or 
schedule an individual consulta-
tion, please visit www.remmesco.
com or call Chris directly at (617) 
398-0015.

By Michael Coughlin Jr.

As 2023 rolls on, residents 
should be aware of multi-
ple improvement projects from 
the Boston Water and Sewer 
Commission (BWSC) that are slat-
ed to begin in the coming months. 

“Construction at this time looks 
like we will have a large presence 
in Charlestown over the next few 
years,” wrote Eileen Snedeker, 
BWSC’s Communications 
Program Manager, in an email. 

One of the first projects pro-
jected to begin in April deals with 
sewer replacement and rehabilita-
tion on Vine, Chelsea, School, and 
Bartlett Streets, as well as Bunker 
Hill Avenue. As part of this proj-

ect, 4,329 feet of sewer replace-
ment and rehabilitation will be 
done, along with 1,909 feet of 
storm drain relay and rehab. As 
of now, the projected completion 
date for this project is sometime in 
November of 2025. 

Another project slated to begin 
in April is for water main replace-
ments and other sewer and drain 
CIPP work. Snedeker explained 
that the CIPP technology “Is a 
trenchless sewer pipe repair alter-
native to traditional repair and 
replacement of damaged sewer 
lines.” 

Work from this project will be 
taking place in the areas of Tufts, 
Vine, Medford, Corey, Moulton 
Streets, and Moulton Way. This 

work is projected to be completed 
sometime in November of 2023. 

Looking further ahead, another 
water main replacement project 
will begin this summer on Bunker 
Hill, Chelsea, School, Vine, and 
Bartlett Streets. 

“This contract was prioritized 
in response to a review of the 
break history (School Street) and 
pipe age/risk scoring on 1880s 
cast iron mains in Bunker Hill and 
Vine Streets,” wrote Snedeker in 
an email. 

The work will involve replacing 
8,800 feet of eight and 12-inch 
water mains and is scheduled to 
be finished by November of 2025. 

In addition to the aforemen-
tioned projects that will highlight 

the spring and the summer, the 
BWSC is also in the process of 
approving a contract for an infil-
tration and inflow Sewer System 
Evaluation Survey (SSES). 

According to Snedeker, the SSES 
would “identify sources of extra-
neous flow in the Commission’s 
wastewater collection system.” 

She also wrote that aspects of 
the survey would include “flow 
monitoring, manhole inspection, 
smoke testing, dye testing, and 
television inspection of sewer 
pipes.” The findings from the 
survey would then provide rec-
ommendations to eliminate the 
sources of those extraneous flows. 

As for the effects these projects 
might have on residents, Snedeker 

explained, “Some temporary, 
minor modifications to traffic pat-
terns and parking will be neces-
sary. This work may also require 
a temporary disruption of water 
service to residents.” 

She also added, “Residents will 
be notified by the onsite contrac-
tor approximately 48 hours in 
advance of any disruption.” 

Residents should also keep an 
eye on their mail to stay up to 
date on upcoming projects; as 
Snedeker wrote, “Once we receive 
a notice to proceed date, letters are 
mailed approximately two weeks 
in advance of work commencing 
to addresses within the project 
limits.” 

TO ADVERTISE 

PLEASE cALL 

781-485-0588

MARCH DISTRIBUTION
Tuesday March 28 at 2PM.

Director-Tom MacDonald  617-990-7314

Cereal, rice, macaroni & cheese, pasta, beans, 
peanut butter. CCaannnneedd  ggooooddss::tuna, corn, peas, 
carrots, green beans, soup, ravioli, spaghetti, 

tomato sauce. DDoogg  &&  CCaatt  FFoooodd-canned or bagged

Wish List:

Thank You for your continued support!

The

Daughters of Isabella #1

WWiippee  OOuutt  WWiinntteerr  PPaarrttyy
Friday, March 24th   7-12pm

Knights of Columbus  545 Medford St.

Featuring: DJ Smokey Cain All money raised goes directly back to our community.

$20 at the Door 

Raffles : 50-50 &
Scratch Ticket Baskets 

Boston Water and Sewer 
Commission (BWSC) is 
offering Boston property 
owners free inspections of 
their water service pipe. 
Some older properties built  
before 1978 may have lead 
pipes. Lead is known to cause 

Lead Hotline:
617 989 7888

BWSC encourages Boston 
property owners to contact our 
offices for a free inspection of the 
property’s water service pipe. 
If the pipe is lead, receive a no 
obligation estimate of the cost for 

Private Lead 
Replacement 

Incentive Program

serious health risks. BWSC has accelerated the 
incentive program by identifying and eliminating 
lead service lines, both in the public and on 
private property. In 2022, BWSC removed over 
300 lead services. For more information on the 
lead program visit www.bwsc.org.

replacement. Eligible property owners may 
qualify for a credit of up to $4,000 towards 
the cost of replacement by taking advantage 
of this voluntary program.

Several Boston Water and Sewer commission projects coming to charlestown

charlestown activist and local 
realtor sets sail on new business
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TO ADVERTISE PLEASE cALL 781-485-0588

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Chimneys • Fireplaces 
Cellar Floors • Restoration
French Drains • Repointing

Free Estimates, Lic. & Ins.

Local References

Phil - 617-230-3490

Ryan 
Masonry

Licensed & insured 
Complete electrical services 
www.johnpmchughelectric.com
Jmchugh447@gmail.com 

JOHN J. RECCA 
PAINTING

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com
781-241-2454

HELP WANTED - 
PCA

Personal Care Attendant
EVERETT - Personal Care Attendant 
needed Sat & Sun 8am-2pm
Please call Susan 617-389-6190
2/22

GREATER BOSTON - B.S.A City strips, all 
colors except red & white. 
Paying cash $20-200 depending on 
condition.  
Contact: budfarns43@yahoo.com. 
2/22

WANTED TO BUY

PT SECRETARY - MON-TH 2-6pm. SAT 8a-2p. Ex-
tra fill in hrs possible. Good telephone manner 
and basic computer skills required. Pleasant 
Auto School 781-284-4388
3/22

HELP WANTED - 
PART TIME

Geek For Hire

617-241-9664
617-515-2933

C  o  m  p  u  t  e  r    c  o  n  s  u  l  t  a  n  t    a  v  a  i  l  a  b  l  e    f  o  r    home or business. 

•  PC support & networking of all types with  
focus on secure Internet access (wired & wireless), 

•  broadband router & firewall technology, 
• virus detection/prevention,  
• spam control & data security/recovery.

ServiceS include:

MICHAEL P. QUINN 
DINNER DANCE 
RETURNS APRIL 1                
TO KNIGHTS OF 
COLUMBUS HALL

Michael P. Quinn’s mission of 
assisting the talents youth of our 
beloved town has been made pos-
sible by your continued support. 

Preparations are now underway 
for the 54th  annual Michael P. 
Quinn Dinner Dance on Saturday, 
April 1, at the Bunker Hill Knights 
of Columbus Hall, 545 Medford 
St. in Charlestown. 

The 2022 Quinn Scholar, 
Elle M Woods, will be saluted 
during the Dinner Dance. Elle is  
a 2022 graduate of Boston Latin 
School who is matriculating at 
Northeastern University, Bouve 
College of Nursing. 

The program book will be ded-
icated to John A “Jack” Whelan, 
who passed away on July 12, 
2022. Jack was a legendary 
Townie who gave much for the 
betterment of the community. 
Commanding Brigadier General 
Kyle B Ellison, Marine Corps, 
War fighting Laboratory/Futures 
Directorate, Vice Chief, Officer 

of Naval Research, will be the 
featured speaker.

The evening meal will be pre-
pared by Sandra McLaughlin, and 
entertainment provided by Alan 
La Bella. Tickets are $50 and 
can be purchased by writing to 
P.O. Box 290216,  Charlestown, 
MA, 02129; emailing maryfitz-
patrick10@comcast.net; or calling 
Ronan at 617-242-5493.

APPLICATIONS NOW 
BEING ACCEPTED 
FOR ’23 QUINN 
SCHOLARSHIPS

Applications for  2023 Michael 
P. Quinn Scholarships are being 
accepted through April 15.

All applicants must be a resi-
dent of Charlestown for the past 
five years, as well as a graduate 
with the Class of 2023

Be advised this scholarship 
award is for $16,000 for the 
recipients first year of college 
only. Applications can be picked 
up at Guidance Department at 
Charlestown High School, Boston 
Latin, Boston Latin Academy, the 
Boys & Girls Club, Charlestown 
Library, and Malden Catholic 
High School. 

If you have any questions 
regarding the scholarship, call 
Ronan J. FitzPatrick at 617-242-
5493 or email maryfitzpatrick10@
comcast.net.

OLD CHARLESTOWN 
SCHOOLBOYS 
ASSOCIATION 
ANNOUNCES 
SCHOLARSHIPS

The Old Charlestown 
Schoolboys Association has 
announced that a number of 
scholarships are available to any 
Charlestown schoolboy who: is a 
senior in high school; is a resident 
of Charlestown; and will be enter-
ing college or preparatory or tech-
nical school or will be entering the 
sophomore, junior or senior year 
in that school.

Applications are available from 
the Charlestown Branch of the 
Boston Public Library, the Boys & 
Girls Club, St. Mary/St. Catherine 
of Sienna offices, and the St. 
Francis de Sales office.

Applications must be received 
no later than March 24.

If you have any questions, call 
James O’Brien at 617-543-5384.

News Briefs

The Bunker Hill Associates 
have been bringing the people 
of Charlestown together in sup-
port of youth programming and 
other neighborhood organizations 
since 1986. But if you ask our 
Charter Members, this story begins 
two years earlier, in a kitchen on 
Trenton Street with a slightly dif-
ferent goal in mind.

Sports. Street Names. 
Nicknames. Crime. There are just 
some things Charlestown does bet-
ter than Southie. And in 1984, 
James Carroll was determined to 
add another thing to that list. Pre-
Parade Breakfasts!

At the time, a century old tra-
dition, South Boston’s St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade Breakfast was the only 
show in town - an old-fashioned 
political roast, made famous by 
Master of Ceremonies, Senate 
President Billy Bulger. If not for a 
TV contract with NECN, many 
Charlestown homes would still be 
willfully ignorant of this tradition.

Meanwhile, on the other side 
of the tunnel and over a few beers 
at Old Sully’s (as many great 
Charlestown stories begin), Jimmy 
Carroll, Eddie Callahan and Jim 
Walsh thought, “Screw Southie. 
We can do it better!” And so they 
set out to beat Southie at their own 
game!

Eddie, one of the key Ward 
Coordinators for Mayor Ray 
Flynn, grabbed his brother Brian 
Callahan and other Charlestown 
political actors Jack Pierce, John 

Reveliotis, and Tom Cunha for 
gathering at the Callahan kitchen 
table, which would later be consid-
ered the first meeting of the Bunker 
Hill Associates, to discuss logistics 
of a pre- parade breakfast.

With the “When” decided, the 
“Where” seemed just as obvious! 
Since 1780, revolutionary war 
heroes, politicians, patriots and 
thirsty patrons have convened at 
the Warren Tavern for refresh-
ments, conversation and celebra-
tion. 200 years later, nothing’s 
changed! It seemed only right for 
the beloved watering hole to host 
the inaugural Bunker Hill Day 
Parade Breakfast.

And with the 1984 Senate elec-
tion in Massachusetts heating up, 
the “Why” was quickly estab-
lished. Charlestown was backing 
John Kerry, and the Breakfast 
offered the perfect stage! Townies 
packed the Tavern on the morning 
of the parade, to the

surprise of a few critics! A sold 
out Breakfast filled with political 
satire and speeches. The idea was to 
send attendees out into the parade 
laughing and in good spirits, and in 
that first, proof of concept Bunker 
Hill Day Breakfast, the boys from 
Trenton Street nailed it!

2 years and 35 members later, 
the Bunker HIll Associates and 
their accompanying charter were 
officially established, with a mis-
sion “to promote both the social 
interest and welfare of its members 
and the youth of Charlestown.”

The Bunker Hill Associates: 
Politics, punch lines and a parade
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The Healey-Driscoll 
Administration announced that 
the state’s COVID-19 public 
health emergency will end on May 
11, 2023, to align with the end 
of the federal public health emer-
gency. The announcement this 
week, ahead of the 45-day notice 
required by state law, allows addi-
tional time for impacted organiza-
tions to prepare for the end of the 
public health emergency. 

Governor Healey will 
also file legislation that would 
extend key flexibilities provid-
ed by the public health emer-
gency, particularly around staff-
ing for the health care industry 
and emergency medical services 
(EMS). The Governor also 
announced that on May 11 she 
plans to rescind Executive Order 
595 that required all Executive 

Branch state employees to have 
received their primary series 
COVID-19 vaccines. 

“Thanks to the hard work of 
our health care providers and 
communities, we’ve made import-
ant progress in the fight against 
COVID-19,” said Governor 
Healey. “We know that we have 
the tools to manage this virus – 
vaccines, masking, testing, get-
ting treatments and staying home 
when sick – and we’ve reached the 
point where we can update our 
guidance to reflect where we are 
now. I’d also like to acknowledge 
the leadership of Governor Baker 
and his administration, who saved 
countless lives by putting these 
important measures in place in a 
time of immense crisis.” 

“Executive Order No. 595 has 
been a successful tool for boosting 

vaccination rates and reducing the 
spread and severity of COVID-19 
in Massachusetts. We’re grateful 
to the state employees who did 
their part to keep themselves, their 
coworkers and their communities 
safe,” said Lieutenant Governor 
Driscoll. “We encourage 
Massachusetts residents to con-
tinue taking important prevention 
measures to keep our communi-
ties healthy, like getting boosted, 
masking and staying home when 
you’re feeling sick.” 

“We are fortunate that in 
Massachusetts, the wide avail-
ability of vaccines, tests, effective 
treatments, and PPE changed the 
course of a pandemic that brought 
loss and hardship to so many. 
Three years on from the start 
of the pandemic, we are now 
in a very different place,” said 

Secretary of Health and Human 
Services Kate Walsh. “While we 
will continue living with COVID-
19, we can now incorporate the 
tools to manage this virus into our 
standing response to respiratory 
illness within our communities 
and healthcare system.” 

Governor Healey’s legislation 
would:  

• Continue flexibilities current-
ly in place regarding staffing for 
out-of-hospital dialysis centers. 
This would apply for 6 months 
to allow dialysis centers time to 
return to pre-COVID staffing lev-
els.    

• Authorize certain non-Med-
ication Administration Program 
(MAP) certified staff to administer 
certain prepackaged medications 
in community settings. This would 
apply for 6 months to enable DPH 

to finalize reforms that stream-
line the MAP program training 
requirements. 

• Allow staffing of Advanced 
Life Support level ambulance 
transports with a single EMT pro-
vider and a first responder driver 
(rather than 2 certified EMTs). 
This would be a permanent change 
based on the positive experience of 
this staffing model over the last 
three years. 

Executive Order No. 595 helped 
raise the percentage of fully vac-
cinated executive department 
employees from around 76 per-
cent to over 99 percent. Mandates 
for staff in certain roles and set-
tings will remain in place, per 
CMS and EOHHS regulations. 

cOVID-19 public health emergency in Massachusetts to end

n e i g h B o r h o o d  r o u n d  u P

USS CONSTITUTION 
OPENS LOTTERY FOR 
EASTER EGG HUNT, 
THREE WINNERS TO 
BE SELECTED FOR AN 
UNDERWAY

USS Constitution is scheduled 
to open a lottery, March 14, for 
the chance to participate in an 
Easter egg hunt aboard the ship 
from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. Saturday, 

April 8.
The Easter Egg hunt is intended 

for children ages 12 and below and 
can be entered through the follow-
ing link: https://einvitations.afit.
edu/inv/index.cfm?i=715659&k=-
0560470F7E5E

The deadline to enter the lottery 
is March 21 with the winners noti-
fied on March 22.

50 winners and their immediate 
families will be selected to join 

Old Ironsides’ crew in an Easter 
egg hunt across the ship’s decks.

Children and their families will 
be able to hunt for a total of six 
eggs to turn in for a candy reward.

Additionally, three golden eggs 
will be included in the hunt. The 
finder of each egg along with their 
immediate family will be awarded 
a seat on our October 21, 2023 
underway. One will be placed on 
each deck.

USS Constitution Sailors will 
also host activities such as knot 
tying, cornhole, ladder ball, and a 
hard-boiled egg toss for families to 
enjoy before the egg hunt begins.

USS Constitution is scheduled 
to open at 11 a.m. for public visi-
tation on April 8.

USS Constitution is the world’s 
oldest commissioned warship 
afloat, and played a crucial role in 
the Barbary Wars and the War of 
1812, actively defending sea lanes 
from 1797 to 1855. 

The active-duty Sailors sta-
tioned aboard USS Constitution 
provide free tours and offer pub-
lic visitation as they support the 
ship’s mission of promoting the 
Navy’s history and maritime her-
itage and raising awareness of the 
importance of a sustained naval 
presence.

USS Constitution was undefeat-
ed in battle and destroyed or cap-
tured 33 opponents.

The ship earned the nickname 
of Old Ironsides during the War 
of 1812 when British cannonballs 
were seen bouncing off the ship’s 
wooden hull.

FRIENDS OF RYAN 
“DUCE” MORRISSEY 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

The Friends of Ryan “Duce” 
Morrissey Scholarship Fund is 
pleased to announce that schol-
arships totaling $27,500 will be 
offered in 2023. Scholarships are 
available to college freshman, 
college upperclassmen, and high 
school students. Details and appli-
cation forms may be obtained 

from our website. www.ryanmor-
risseyscholarship.com Questions: 
ryanmorrisseyscholarship@gmail.
com

FREE AFTER SCHOOL 
HOMEWORK CLUB  

Charlestown Lacrosse & 
Learning Center welcomes all 
Kindergarten through 9th grad-
ers to join our weekly in-person 
homework support! Homework 
club runsTuesday and Wednesday 
from 4:30pm-6:00pm (except for 
dates on which BPS is closed for 
weather, school breaks or other-
wise) following the BPS school 
calendar and will run through the 
end of the school year. Email Blake 
Riley, cllclearningdirector@gmail.
com for more information. 

FRIENDS OF CITY 
SQUARE PARK     
BOOK CLUB

Join fellow residents as we read 
and discuss nature-inspired books, 
as chosen by the group.  If you are 
interested in joining, please con-
tact Grace Bloodwell, bloodwell@
gmail.com. 

CAREER FAIR
Saturday March 25th from 

12-3pm at the Harvard Kent 
Elementary School, 50 Bunker Hill 
St. Learn about the opportunities 
happening with the Bunker Hill 
Housing Redevelopment. Careers 
include construction, property 
management, union member-
ship, office/administrative, youth 
employment and more.

Virtual Public Meeting

@BostonPlansBostonPlans.org
Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director/Secretary

Zoom Link: bit.ly/PLAN-Charlestown-033023
Toll Free: (833) 568 - 8864
Meeting ID: 160 160 7048

March 30, 2023
6:00 PM - 7:30 PM

PLAN: Charlestown

Project Description:
Please join the Boston Planning and Development Agency (BPDA) for a virtual community 
meeting at 6pm on March 30th, to discuss PLAN: Charlestown’s latest updated scenario 
for the neighborhood’s future. PLAN: Charlestown is the neighborhood’s ongoing 
comprehensive planning initiative, considering how to plan for new development, open 
space, and mobility, among many other topics. This update builds on the surveys and 
comments the community has filled out and shared over the course of the last two years, 
as well as analysis by a team of expert consultants. We hope you will come to share your 
thoughts and ask questions!

mail to:    Jason Ruggiero
       Boston Planning & Development Agency
       One City Hall Square, 9th Floor
       Boston, MA 02201
phone:    617.918.4383
email:       jason.ruggiero@boston.gov
website:   www.bostonplans.org/planning/planning-initiatives/plan-charlestown
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CeleBrAtion (from pg. 1)

Mayor Michelle Wu, State Au-
ditor Diana DiZoglio, Senator 
Lydia Edwards, Representative 
Dan Ryan, and Boston City 
Councilor Gabriela Coletta.  In 
addition, over 75 elected officials 
from state and local government 
attended, including a large group 
of DiDomenico’s colleagues 
from the Senate.  County officials 
also included Middlesex County 
District Attorney Marian Ryan, 
Suffolk County District Attorney 
Kevin Hayden, Middlesex Coun-
ty Clerk of Courts Michael Sulli-
van, Governor’s Councilor Terry 
Kennedy and more! 

Rock & Roll, Vocal, and 
Grammy® Halls of Fame group, 
The Platters® (“Only You”, 
“The Great Pretender”, “Twi-

light Time”) flew into Boston 
for a special performance that 
included several Irish favorites. 
In addition to the traditional 
Irish dinner, blessing by Bishop 
Robert Brown of Zion Church 
Ministries, live Irish music, and 
bag pipers, there was the presen-
tation of the Golden Shamrock 
Award to Liliana Patino of the 
Eliot Family Resource Center.   

Proceeds from the event go to 
The DiDomenico Foundation, 
which funds educational scholar-
ships for graduating high school 
students, as well as a large toy 
drive during the holiday sea-
son for domestic violence and 
homeless shelters throughout the 
Greater Boston area.

Lt. Gov. Kim Driscoll and Everett 
City Councilor Al Lattanzi.

Gov. Maura Healey and Everett 
City Council Al Lattanzi.

Charlestown Neighborhood 
Council President Tom Cunha, 
with Sen. Sal DiDomenico.

Sen. Sal DiDomenico, his wife, Trisha DiDomenico, who is the president of the DiDomenico 
Foundation, and members of the DiDomenico family.

Councilor Ruthzee Louijeune, Senator Lydia Edwards, Mayor Michelle Wu and Councilor 
Gabriela Coletta with members of GreenRoots.

Members of the CBC organization enjoying the evening.

Representing the For Kids Only AfterSchool Program, front row, from left, Lisa Carrieri, 
Gabe Carrieri, Chris Crombie, and Daniel Shenk-Moreno. Back row, from left, FKO 
Executive Director Deborah Kneeland Keegan, Briana Flannery, Nicole DeSimone, Linda 
Vecchia, and Ron Vecchia.
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LOW OR  
NO DOWN  
PAYMENT  
MORTGAGES
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Affordable 
Home Loan 
Options

Our flexible loan options may 
help put home within reach.

LEARN MORE
888.418.5626 | CAMBRIDGESAVINGS.COM/AFFORDABLE-OPTIONS


