
By John Lynds

With school out and summer 
in full swing, children that receive 
free or reduced breakfast and 
lunches during the school year 
might have been out of a meal if 
it wasn’t for the free summer food 
programs sponsored by the City 
of Boston and the Greater Boston 
YMCA.

Many children in Charlestown 
depend on school breakfast and 
lunches as their main source of 
nutrition.  For many of these 
young kids it becomes more diffi-
cult to get the nutritious foods they 
need to grow healthy and strong 
during the summer.

Last Wednesday, Mayor 
Michelle Wu and the Mayor’s 
Office of Food Justice (OFJ) 
announced that 155 Boston 
Summer Eats Program meal sites 

opened July 5, 2022, running 
throughout the summer. Wu said 
Boston Summer Eats is an inno-
vative effort to lessen the summer 
food gap by increasing the avail-
ability of non-traditional meal sites 
that are open to all households. 
The program launched in 2017 
with the goal to expand access to 
free and healthy meals for youth 
and teens in Boston. 

“Boston’s Summer Eats pro-
gram and our Farmer’s Market 
coupon program supports a food 
systems approach to provide res-
idents with nutritious foods that 
also support our local economy 
and the health of our planet,” 
said Mayor Wu. “I am excited to 
get out to some of our Summer 
Eats and Farmers Market sites and 
encourage residents to visit them 

By John Lynds

Last week Mayor Michelle 
Wu announced an expansion of 
Boston’s Universal Pre-K program 
to 992 total seats, which will 
greatly benefit working families in 
Charlestown and beyond. 

The $20 million investment in 
early education through Boston’s 
Universal Pre-K (UPK) program 
was done in partnership between 
BPS and the Office of Early 
Childhood. 

Wu said this investment builds 
her Administration’s commitment 
to universal, affordable, high-qual-
ity early education and care for 
all infants, toddlers, and children 

under five. 
According to Wu, through 

this new investment, Boston will 
expand support for communi-
ty-based classrooms, increase the 
number of seats available to 3 
and 4-year-olds for the upcoming 
school year, and begin integrating 
family child care providers into the 
UPK system. 

In Charlestown the communi-
ty-based classroom servicing fam-
ilies here is located at the ABCD 
John F. Kennedy Family Service 
Center, Inc. on Moulton Street, 
Charlestown.  

“The greatest investment we 

By John Lynds

The North End Music 
& Performing Arts Center 
(NEMPAC), the popular music 
and performing arts nonprofit 
that serves youth in Charlestown 
and the North End, is bringing 
its “Jazz in the Park’’ Summer 
Concert Series back to The Rose 
Kennedy Greenway on Thursday, 
July 21 with Grammy Award 
Nominee Débo Ray. Ray,  who 
performed at last year’s Jazz in the 
Park series, will kick off the free 
concert series next Thursday. 

The kick off concert and the 
three others that will follow will 
be free and open to the public 
at the North End section of the 
Greenway. 

The July 21 concert will begin 

at 6:30 pm and last until 8pm. 
The initial concert series kick off 
will be followed by a concert on 

Thursday, July 27, August 4 and 
August 11. 

Artistic Director of NEMPAC 
Jazz in the Park Summer Concert 
Series Stefano Marchese said 
throughout the series local, pro-
fessional Boston jazz musicians 
and ensembles will take the stage 
in the North End park. 

Ray’s performance will be fol-
lowed a week later by a very spe-
cial concert dedicated to Ukraine 
and Ukrainian people on July 28. 

This concert will feature Jazz 
master and Ukrainian pianist vir-
tuoso, Maxim Lubarsky and his 
group. Lubarsky will take the 
audience on a musical journey 
ranging from familiar jazz stan-
dards to songs by great Brazilian 
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Wu announces $20 million 
investment to expand city’s 
Universal Pre-K program

Free Summer Eats in full swing

NEMPAC’s Free Jazz Series set to return on July 21

CHARLESTOWN ADAPTIVE SAILING DAY

Recently people from all over Massachusetts converged on a small dock for Charlestown Adaptive Sailing 
Day, hosted by the Friends of the Charlestown Navy Yard, Courageous Sailing, Spaulding, and the 
HarborView apartments. See Page 6 for more photos.

NEMPAC’s “Jazz in the Park” 
Summer Concert Series will return 
to The Rose Kennedy Greenway 
on Thursday, July 21 with 
Grammy Award Nominee Débo 
Ray. 
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THANK YOU
To the  Editor,
I would like to thank the 

Charlestown Mothers Association 
for selecting me as one of their 
2022 scholarship recipients. The 
CMA is such a great asset to 
our neighborhood, especially the 
youth! This scholarship will help 
my family with the cost of college. 

Sincerely, 
Elle Woods

WHY IS THERE      
EVEN A DEBATE

To the  Editor, 
After more than a decade of 

neglect and mismanagement, city 
officials have come to the table 
to discuss the dire state of the 
Charlestown High athletic fields. 

The surface of the artificial turf 
has lost its bounce and has failed 
baseline impact testing. City offi-

cials have declined to notify the 
public of these documented haz-
ards including the high potential 
for catastrophic head injury. The 
thousands of children who play on 
these fields have the right to know 
whether these surfaces are safe for 
recreational use.  

Turns out they’re not. 
Even when shiny and new, arti-

ficial turf fields pose major health 
risks to our kids. Here’s the hot 
truth about plastic grass:

Artificial turf fields are plas-
tic carpets. When laid bare to 
ultraviolet sun exposure, plastic 
turf fields emit micro plastic dust 
particles into the air that our kids 
breathe and transmit onto their 
skin. Plastic turf fields are main-
tained with chemical disinfectants, 
biocides, fungicides, herbicides, 
anti-microbial spray, paint, sol-
vents, and de-icing agents. The 
crumb rubber contains acetone, 

arsenic, benzene, chromium, lead, 
mercury, and flame retardant. 
These materials present known 
hazards to human health. And the 
hotter they get, the more danger-
ous these carpets become. 

So why is there even a debate? 
According to the city, it all comes 
down to dollars. They say arti-
ficial turf is cheaper to install 
and maintain. Which may be true, 
or not. No one knows because 
the city has never put out a bid 
to determine the cost of install-
ing and maintaining natural grass 
fields with state of the art drain-
age. Even if artificial turf is cheap-
er, how much cheaper? And is it 
worth saving the money at the 
expense of our children’s health 
and our community’s well-being?

As it stands, 80% of 
Charlestown’s ground surface is 
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Guest Op-ed

By Dr. Glenn Mollette

Airline travelers have experi-
enced frustration since the 2021 
holidays as covered by national 
news.  Travel delays and even trip 
cancellations have been aggravat-
ing experiences for travelers. If you 
only have a weekend and your trip 
includes a flight on Friday and a 
return flight on Sunday you are 
chancing a lost weekend. Being 
delayed from Friday to Saturday is 
surely to sour your trip. 

My wife and I have flown a 
few times and it seems as if there 
is a new devil at every level. Last 
Spring, we hoped for a few days 
in Florida. We booked our flight 
from Indiana to change planes in 
Atlanta before going on to Florida. 
We checked our luggage and had 
minimum provisions in our back-
packs. We arrived in Atlanta on a 
Saturday afternoon only to learn 
that our plane on to Florida was 
cancelled because of weather. We 
also heard from fellow disgrun-
tled travelers and a TSA agent that 
the cancellation was really due to 
problems with air traffic control-
lers. We also heard that Delta was 
very short-staffed. After standing 
in line at a ticket counter for two 
hours I was told the next available 
flight was two nights later at 7PM. 
We were advised that our luggage 
was already on another plane to 
our destination. 

We had no choice but to find a 
hotel room. Thousands of other 
flights were delayed or had been 
cancelled that day. Hotel rooms 
were not easy to find. We finally 
found one. We were forced to get a 
taxi and stay two nights in Atlanta 
with minimal provisions. Needless 
to say, it was an extra unplanned 
expense. 

When we finally arrived in 
Florida, I knew we were good 
on transportation. I had paid in 
advance for a rental car. We got the 
car pretty fast. However, I wasn’t 
told that our upfront payment was 
forfeited because we didn’t pick 
up the car within a 24-hour time 
frame of the reservation date. I 
didn’t realize I was paying a sec-
ond time until I reviewed my bank 
statement later.  Since I had paid 
for the car up front, I did not think 
that Budget would care if we were 
delayed.  I thought wrong. Accord-
ing to Budget you have to let them 
know within 24 hours if your 
plans change. I learned something 
new.  Education is always expen-
sive. I disputed the charge but my 
bank stood with Budget. 

All in all, my wife and I had 
a good time in Ft. Myer’s Beach, 
Florida. Except, flying was miser-
able that time around. Delta Air-
lines made no offers to compensate 
us with any new or free tickets. 
They felt no obligation to cover 
any of the additional expenses we 

incurred in Atlanta. Budget Rent 
A Car made double money for an 
old Camry they rented me. The car 
was a take it or leave it. They said 
it was all they had available when 
I arrived. 

Are there any answers? Sure. 
Stay home. Or, try to find flights 
that are direct if possible. This 
seems harder and harder. Buy a 
small suitcase that fits the legal car-
ry-on dimensions. Then you will 
have your bag with you. If you can 
handle your trip without a rental 
car, you might be happier.  Some-
times this is impossible but not 
always.   We recently traveled to 
Baltimore and stuck with Taxis. 
We saved quite a bit because we 
didn’t pay for a rental car and we 
didn’t have to pay parking fees at 
the hotel. 

I don’t like to fly in storms. I do 
want the airlines to make my safe-
ty a priority. I would rather arrive 
late than never. Just be aware that 
in the age we currently live in fly-
ing can be frustrating.

Glenn Mollette is the publish-
er of Newburgh Press, Liberty 
Torch and various other publish-
ing imprints; a national columnist 
–  American Issues and Common 
Sense opinions, analysis, stories 
and features appear each week In 
over 500 newspapers, websites 
and blogs across the United States.

Airline travel woes, flying is frustrating 

SUMMER IS HALF OVER --
MAKE THE MOST OF WHAT’S LEFT

We realize that most of the kids have been out of school for only a 
few weeks, but in terms of what we think of as the full summer season 
from Memorial Day to Labor Day, this coming weekend will mark the 
midpoint of the Summer of ‘22.

Thus far we have been blessed with generally perfect weather -- dry, 
with lots of sun; warm, but not too hot -- for outdoor activities of every 
kind. 

Admittedly, for those among us who crave the heat and humidity 
(which is how we liked it when we were younger), the weather has been 
a bit on the cool side. But the flip part to that is that our electric bills 
have been low because we rarely have needed to use the air conditioning. 

Those of us who are fortunate to live along the coast have been able to 
keep our windows open at night to bring in the cool sea breezes, which 
have been more prevalent this year than usual, to fill our homes.

In addition, the above-normal ocean temperature -- we noticed the 
warmer temps in the middle of May -- have allowed for the sort of 
refreshing dip for which we typically have to wait until late July and 
August.

Compared to much of the rest of the country, which has seen extreme 
weather with record-setting heat domes, wildfires, drought, and power-
ful winds, our corner of the world here in the Northeast has been idyllic.

But we know that Mother Nature is unpredictable and that in the end, 
things always even out, so to speak. 

So we urge our readers to make the most of the second half of the 
Summer of ‘22 with our family, friends, and loved ones and to create 
memories that will last a lifetime. 

The nice thing about summer is that in our experience, we’ve found 
the most memorable moments often are the simplest, such as getting an 
ice cream with the kids or just spending a day at the beach or going to a 
big summer movie, whether with the family or a date.

We will leave with these words from the song by the great Nat King 
Cole from the early 1960s that captures what summertime is all about:

Roll out those lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer
Those days of soda and pretzels and beer
Roll out those lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer
You’ll wish that summer could always be here
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R e a l  E s t a t e  Tr a n s f e r s

Elite
253 Main St. • Charlestown • 617-241-5566

www.c21elite.com
Sales • Rentals • Free Market Analysis

Certified Buyer Agents

 BUYER 1              SELLER 1                 ADDRESS                   PRICE
Sullivan, Susan M        Wade 4th, Levi C       11 Auburn St #1                $804,500  
Maguire, Michael      Kupec Jr, Andrew J    13 Monument Sq #2            $1,005,000  
HR Ventures LLC Odonnell, Kristin 16 Trenton St #3                $505,000  
Vassos, Nicholas          Beram, Cristina    19 Monument Sq #B       $2,500,000   
Vassos, Nicholas      Beram, Cristina    19 Monument Sq #A          $2,500,000  
GWL Direct 32 Cambridge 32 Cambridge Street LLC 32 Cambridge St                $96,300,000 
Brennan, Michele Waldron, Brian M 42 8th St #5410               $562,000  
Stanton, James D           Waldron, James        42 8th St #5201              $665,000  
Montgomery, Alexander    Nicholas J Burgin RET   50 Monument Sq #8           $1,025,000  
Reichert, Krista L      Zuckerman, Marcia L 66 Chestnut St #2              $650,000  
Poliakov, Alex          Cramer, Alan           197 8th St #312                 $990,000  
Johnson, James       332 Bunker Hill LLC 322 Bunker Hill St #1     $1,190,000

By John Lynds

The Massachusetts Port 
Authority Community Advisory 
Committee (Massport CAC) voted 
unanimously to reappoint John 
Nucci to another seven-year term 
as the committee’s appointee to 
the Massport Board of Directors. 

Nucci was sworn in to his sec-
ond term on the board by Gov. 
Charlie Baker during a virtual 
ceremony Tuesday. 

“It is an honor to be unan-
imously reappointed to the 
Massport Board for a second term 

by the Massport CAC,  and to 
be sworn in by Governor Baker,” 
said Nucci. “I, once again, pledge 
to do my best to represent the 
interests of those neighborhoods 
impacted by the Authority as well 
as maintain my fiduciary responsi-
bility to the Authority.” 

Nucci is the Senior Vice 
President for External Affairs at 
Suffolk University and has more 
than 40 years of experience in 
Boston government and commu-
nity relations. 

Nucci has been an effective 
advocate for a number of commu-

buried beneath asphalt, concrete 
and the built environment. Instead 
of adding to our neighborhood’s 
artificial heat-trapping cover, we 
should be adding natural grass in 
public spaces wherever and when-
ever the opportunity arises. One 
such opportunity has arisen, as 
our new mayor has promised to 
protect Boston residents from the 
negative impacts of extreme heat. 
At the very least, it seems rea-
sonable to price out the cost of 
a well-maintained, natural grass 
field surface since its benefits far 
outweigh those offered by heat 
producing, plastic fields.  

Johanna Hynes

TAX REBATE 
PROPOSAL         
MISSES THE MARK

To the  Editor,
The Massachusetts Legisla-

ture’s proposal to send $250-$500 
checks to a particular income 
range (38-150k) is economically 
misguided and fails to meet the 
moment.

Under this proposal:
-A widowed mother of two 

kids making $30,000 a year in 
the service industry gets $0... 
but a dual-income, no kids mar-
ried couple in their late 20s 
making $135,000 a year gets 
$500.  (Why???)

-With a historic opportunity to 
invest in things we’ve long ignored, 
like our transportation system, 
crumbling public housing and a 
lack of affordable housing gener-
ally, a lack of affordable childcare, 
and our public higher education 
system that keeps increasing tui-
tion on MA residents --- $500 
million will be sent out, without a 
penny going to the most needy, in a 
short-term way that will not make 
a lasting impact.

-During a period of inflation, 
money is given to the income 

range most likely to spend it on 
supply-constrained goods and ser-
vices, thus making inflation worse.

I 100% get trying to help fam-
ilies facing the crunch of inflation 
right now, but a short-term cash 
infusion increases demand, which 
increases inflation... what would 
actually fight inflation would be 
increasing the supply of things that 
are driving cost of living up - like 
housing and childcare.

If the Legislature feels the best 
use of the state’s surplus is tax cuts 
rather than investing it in public 
goods, then let’s do actual tax cuts 
that are permanent and promote 
long-run economic growth.

The state could increase the 
earned-income tax credit or the 
child tax credit, cut the sales tax, 
reduce filing fees and licensing fees 
on small businesses, or marginally 
reduce business taxation in gener-
al on small businesses... all kinds 
of things that have a long-term 
impact, rather than a sugar high 
that is only appropriate in a time 
of urgent need for short-run eco-
nomic growth, which is not the 
situation we are in right now, as 
any economist left, right or center 
would attest to.

I disagree with Governor Bak-
er’s proposed suite of long-term tax 
reductions, many of which would 
predominantly help upper-income 
earners, but at least there’s a logic 
to them, in terms of promoting the 
state’s economic competitiveness 
in the long-term.

This proposal is deeply unseri-
ous, short-term thinking, which 
wildly misses the opportunity we 
have to make investments in the 
state’s future -- all to try to conve-
niently time checks around elec-
tion time, even though more than 
half of the Legislature doesn’t even 
have an opponent. For the sake 
of thinking long term about MA’s 
future, I hope it is sunk.

Joe Gravellese

John Nucci elected to serve another term on Massport Board
nity and non-profit organizations, 
as well as an incredible asset to 
Suffolk University. 

He was first appointed to the 
Massport Board in 2016 and said 
at the time his new role reflects 
his enduring commitment to 
giving back to his community 
and serving the citizens of the 
Commonwealth.

Members of the Massport CAC 
represent 35 diverse communities 
that surround Massport facilities, 
as far north as Salem and as 
far west as Worcester. The duties 
of the Massport CAC members 
include making recommendations 
to Massport, the Governor of 
Massachusetts and the state leg-
islature regarding Massport’s pro-
grams, budget and annual report, 
and to appoint a member to the 
Massport Board. 

Nucci was appointed to 
Massport CAC by Mayor Martin 
J. Walsh as a Boston representa-
tive six years ago and represents 
the CAC on the board. 

Throughout his career, Nucci 
has demonstrated an ability to 
bring community partners togeth-
er with government so that both 
benefit. This past summer, Nucci 
and his team negotiated a part-
nership with the community and 
the City of Boston for the Suffolk 

University athletic teams to use 
the East Boston Memorial Park 
for their home games. As part of 
the agreement the university will 
make improvements to the park 
and provide other resources, such 
as funding for East Boston High 
School athletics programs.

The Massachusetts legislature, 
under the leadership of former 
Speaker Robert DeLeo, voted to 
establish the Massport CAC in 
2013.

The Massport Board is a 
seven-member group that over-
sees the financially independent 
authority, which owns and oper-
ates Boston Logan International 
Airport, the public container and 
cruise terminals in the Port of 
Boston, Hanscom Field, Worcester 
Regional Airport as well as real 
estate holdings and public parks 
in South Boston and East Boston. 
Board members are not paid for 
their service.

Nucci is a former At-Large 
Boston City Councilor having 
served from 1992-1995. Nucci 
was elected Suffolk County Clerk 
in 1994 and served in that office 
for a decade. He also served the 
Boston School Committee as a 
member from 1984-1990 and 
was President for one term. Since 
1992 he has taught at Suffolk 

University as an Adjunct Professor 
of Public Management. He is a 
board member of a number of 
professional affiliations including 
the Boston Business Improvement 
District and the Boston Municipal 
Research Bureau, among oth-
ers. Nucci received a B.A. from 
Boston College and a Master’s 
degree in Public Administration 
from Suffolk University.

John Nucci was voted unani-
mously to another term on the 
Massport Board of Directors.

The Independent Newspaper Group reserves the right to edit letters for space and clarity. We regret that we cannot publish 
unsigned letters. Please include your street and telephone number with your submission. The Independent Newspaper Group pub-
lishes columns, viewpoints and letters to the editor as a forum for readers to express their opinions and to encourage debate. Please 

note that the opinions expressed are not necessarily those of The Independent Newspaper Group. Text or 
attachments emailed to editor@reverejournal.com are preferred. 
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Wu  (from pg. 1)

By John Lynds

Charlestown’s weekly positive 
test rate is back on the rise and 
jumped over 10 percent last week 
as another summer surge of the 
COVID omicron sub variants 
takes hold across the country. 

According to the latest data 
by the Boston Public Health 
Commission (BPHC), 257 
Charlestown residents were tested 
for the virus last week and 10.5  
percent were positive--this was a 
17 percent increase from the 9 per-
cent that tested positive between 
June 27 and July 4.

Twenty seven additional 
Charlestown residents contracted 
the virus between July 4 and July 
11 and there have now been 4,513 
confirmed cases in the neighbor-
hood since the start of the pan-
demic.

Boston’s citywide weekly pos-
itive test rate also increased last 
week 

According to the BPHC, 9,604 
Boston residents tested citywide 
and 8.1 percent were positive—a 7 
percent increase from the 7.6 per-
cent that tested positive between 
June 27 and July 4. 

The statistics released by 
the BPHC as part of its week-
ly COVID19 report breaks down 
the number of cases and infection 
rates in each neighborhood. It also 
breaks down the number of cases 
by age, gender and race.

Citywide positive cases of coro-
navirus increased 0.62 percent last 
week and went from 194,604 to 
195,825 confirmed cases since the 
start of the pandemic.  

There were 15 additional deaths 
in Boston from the virus in the 
past week and the total number 
of COVID deaths is now at 1,493.

can make in our future is to sup-
port and center our young peo-
ple,” said Wu. “With this histor-
ic investment in early childhood 
education, we can kickstart an 
increase in high-quality Pre-K 
seats, bring family child care pro-
viders into the UPK network, and 
ensure all of our families have 
access to free and accessible early 
childcare and education.”

Boston UPK is now accepting 
applications for Pre-K seats at 
community-based providers for 
the 2022-2023 school year on 
a rolling basis. Eligible students 
must be Boston residents and 
must turn three or four years old 
on or before September 1, 2022. 
More information on the Boston 
UPK program and the applica-
tion can be found at www.bos-
tonpublicschools.org/upk. A list 
of the current community provid-
ers can be found at https://www.
bostonpublicschools.org/upk-
sites. Additional providers may be 
added in the coming weeks for the 
2022-23 school year.

In addition to expanding 
access, Boston UPK will increase 
developmental and behavioral 
health screenings, student support 
interventions, culturally relevant 
and challenging curriculum, and 
coaching to improve quality in 

classrooms. 
“UPK makes it possible to pay 

excellent teachers a competitive 
salary, have regular, supportive 
coaching, and invest in our class-
rooms continually,” said Chief 
Executive Officer at Ellis Early 
Learning Lauren Cook. “Our 
teachers appreciate the high-quali-
ty curriculum and are proud to be 
part of the UPK community. Our 
students are thriving, and parents 
are thrilled with our partnership 
with BPS. Our UPK classrooms 
set the bar internally and elevate 
our organization. We couldn’t be 
happier or more grateful to part-
ner with BPS in this vital work.” 

This upcoming school year, 
Boston UPK will also launch a 
new per-classroom funding formu-
la, replacing a per-student formu-
la, to ensure high quality learning 
environments for students. The 
new funding formula and rate will 
provide financial and operation-
al stability to child care provid-
ers, empower them to implement 
high quality programming, and 
ensure teachers at community sites 
receive pay commensurate with 
staff in district-run schools.

“Providing per-classroom 
instead of per-child funding will 
provide stability for child care 
providers who have been great-

ly impacted by COVID,” said 
Director of the Office of Early 
Childhood Kristin McSwain. “It 
will also allow many of them to 
extend their service hours beyond 
the required 6.5 to better meet the 
needs of working families.”

Boston UPK will also expand to 
include family child care providers, 
increasing the options available to 
prospective families. Family child 
care providers offer families more 
flexible hours, multilingual or 
mixed-age settings, and sometimes 
more affordable services. Over the 
course of the next school year, BPS 
and the Office of Early Childhood 
will partner with 20 family child 
care providers, members of the 
UPK Advisory Board, and other 
experts to design Boston’s family 
child care UPK program. 

“We are grateful for the con-
tinued investment in Universal 
Pre-K from the City of Boston 
and Mayor Michelle Wu in col-
laboration with Boston Public 
Schools,” said Boston Universal 
Pre-K Director TeeAra Dias. “Our 
mixed-delivery model ensures 
family choice and that there is no 
wrong door for families looking 
for a high-quality pre-K experi-
ence.”

as well.”  
In Charlestown, Charlestown 

High School, Harvard-Kent 
Elementary School, and the John 
F. Kennedy Family Service Center 
will all be Summer Eats sites. 

The High School on Medford 
Street and Harvard-Kent 
Elementary School on Bunker Hill 
Street will both serve breakfast 
from 8am to 9 am and lunch from 
11 am to 1 pm Monday through 
Friday. 

The Kennedy Center on Bunker 
Hill Street will serve lunch from 
12 pm to 1 pm and snacks from 
2 pm to 3 pm Monday through 
Friday. 

Residents who wish to access 
free meals for youth aged 18 and 
under can find additional sites at 
www.boston.gov/summer-eats or 
find additional locations across 
the state by texting “Food” or 
“Comida” to 304-304. Hours of 
operation vary depending on the 

site, and most meal sites are cur-
rently offering breakfast, lunch 
and snacks. No registration or 
identification is required. This 
year, there will be no “grab and 
go” options available at sites. 
Youth will be strongly encouraged 
to eat on site. 

The Boston Summer Eats pro-
gram is led by the OFJ and the 
Greater Boston YMCA, a sponsor 
for the Department of Elementary 
and Secondary Education (DESE). 
The program is in partnership 
with Project Bread, the Shah 
Foundation as well as many 
community partners and City 
of Boston sites including Boston 
Public Library (BPL), Boston 
Housing Authority (BHA), and 
Boston Public Schools (BPS). 

“Summer should be a joyous 
time where children and youth 
should not have to worry about 
food,” said President/CEO of 
the YMCA of Greater Boston 

James O’S. Morton, Esq. “Boston 
Summer Eats removes barriers for 
children and youth and makes it 
easy for them to access food across 
the City. Through strong collabo-
ration with partners, we are able 
to not only distribute meals, but 
culturally appropriate meals that 
children and youth want.” 

Another resource that house-
holds with children can use 
together with Summer Eats is the 
Pandemic-EBT (P-EBT) program. 
Pandemic EBT is also available for 
families when schools are closed. 
All students in Boston schools are 
eligible for P-EBT as well as infants 
and children 0-5 years old whose 
families get SNAP benefits. K-12 
students will receive a total of $391 
in P-EBT benefits in two equal pay-
ments of $195.50 this summer. The 
first payment was issued on July 
3 and the second payment will be 
issued on August 3.

Summer eatS  (from pg. 1)

Charlestown’s weekly COVID positive 
test-rate increases to over 10 percent

composers such as DJavan and 
Edu Lobo as well as the original 
compositions and arrangements of 
Ukrainian songs.

“This will be a celebration of 
Ukrainian people and culture and 
a meaningful concert to all of us 
in these devastating times,” said 
Marchese. “I look forward to hav-
ing the Boston community share 
this moment with us and show 
their solidarity and support!.”

Marchese said on August 4, 
Alex Minasian, a New York-
based pianist and his band will 
pay tribute to the legends of jazz 
music, such as Charlie Parker 
and Thelonious Monk, as well as 
draw from the music of the Great 
American Songbook. 

For the grand finale on August 
11, Harshitha Krishnan, perform-
ing and recording artist, educa-

tor and social justice advocate of 
Indian origin from Lagos, Nigeria, 
will create a one-of-a-kind musical 
experience that takes listeners on 
a journey of unfiltered emotions, 
exploring sounds and textures 
from around the world.

“We are thankful to our part-
ners and sponsors for helping us 
to make this concert series free 
and open to the public and for 
supporting NEMPAC’s mission to 
bring outstanding performing art-
istry to Boston’s neighborhoods for 
everyone to enjoy”, said Executive 
Director of NEMPAC, Sherri 
Snow. “Just bring a blanket and 
come to the Greenway in Boston’s 
North End for these amazing open-
air concerts.”

To find out more visit www.
nempacboston.org.

Jazz  (from pg. 1)

Scenes from last year’s NEMPAC Jazz in the Park concert series on the 
Greenway. Concerts are scheduled for July 21 and July 28 and August 
4 and August 11. 
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July Distribution
Friday, July 8 - 3 pm - Set-up
Saturday, July  9 - 10 am - Distribution
Monday, July 25 - 3 pm - Set-up
Tuesday, July 26 - 2 pm - Distribution

TThhaannkk  yyoouu  ffoorr  mmaakkiinngg  oouurr  ccoommmmuunniittyy  ccooookkoouutt  aa  hhuuggee  ssuucccceessss!!

FENWAY PARK FENWAY PARK 
SALES CREWSALES CREW

or visit our facebook page
    facebook.com/yawkeywayreport

Yawkey Yawkey Way  Way  
ReportReport

Flexible Hours - Game DaysFlexible Hours - Game Days
To  A p p l y  To  A p p l y  c a l lc a l l

6 1 7 - 4 1 8 - 7 5 9 86 1 7 - 4 1 8 - 7 5 9 8

NOW 
HIRING

TO 
ADVERTISE 

PlEASE 
CAll 

781-485-0588

Business directory

Sioux Gerow  
charlestownads@hotmail.com

781-485-0588 x106

Our readers are always seeking local resources.
Call for a great rate on a long term 

COLOR campaign for your business. 

SEND US YOUR 
NEWS

The Patriot-Bridge 
encourages residents to 

submit engagement, wedding 
and birth announcements, 

news releases, business and 
education briefs, sports 
stories and photos for 

publication. Items should be 
forwarded to our offices at 
385 Broadway, Revere, MA 

02151.  

 We also encourage readers 
to e-mail news releases 
and photos to deb@
reverejournal.com.

Food podcasts
Fresh and LocaL

By Penny & Ed Cherubino

A significant advantage of fol-
lowing a topic via podcasts is that 
you can do something else while 
you listen. Penny likes to listen to 
her favorites while cooking and on 
long drives. Listening to podcasts 
with headphones or earbuds is a 
great option in a waiting area or 
on public transportation. A pod-
cast may be perfect for winding 
down before sleep without expo-
sure to blue light from screens.

Our Favorites!
“The Splendid Table” is one 

of the first podcasts we discov-
ered. It began in 1997 as a call-in 
radio show on Minnesota Public 
Radio and now airs weekly across 
the country on public radio sta-
tions and as a podcast. Today it is 
hosted by food writer and editor 
Francis Lam who, despite his deep 
knowledge of food, asks the ques-
tions the home cook would ask in 
his interviews. 

“The Good Food Podcast” from 
KCRW in Los Angeles may seem a 
strange choice for east coast listen-
ers. However, we are longtime fans 
of the chef and host Evan Kleiman. 
We always learn from the people 
and topics she covers. While we 
may turn green as she talks about 
local produce availability and the 
range of restaurant choices, we 

can use what we learn to apply to 
local options. 

Special Interest Podcasts
One of the first places we turn to 

find excellent podcasts about spe-
cialized food topics is the Heritage 
Radio Network. Here are a few we 
discovered from that source. 

Since we are fascinated by food 
history, we enjoy culinary histori-
an Linda Pelaccio’s “Taste of the 
Past” podcast. In one episode, she 
takes you on a journey through the 
tradition of growing rice in Italy. 
In another, she’ll explore the cul-
ture and cuisine of the Roma peo-
ple of Spain.

“Cutting the Curd” is all about 
cheese. We credit much of what we 
know on that topic to this show. 
The subjects covered here have 
made us more comfortable con-
versing with local cheesemongers. 
That means we can make a broad-
er range of cheese choices and 
discover new favorites we might 
never have tried. It also makes us 
appreciate the hard work and skill 
of the people who make cheese, 
age it, and deliver it in excellent 
condition.

Once you enter the home page 
www.heritageradionetwork.org, 
you can review shows by topic. In 
preparing this column, we found a 
few new offerings we’ll audition, 
including ones on cider, pizza, 

wine, cookbooks, and Asian food 
cultures.

In  addition to food, you’ll find 
shows on gardening and farm-
ing, the environment and policy, 
health and wellness, food busi-
ness, drinks, and the science and 
technology of food.

Audition a Few!
As with any food topic, your 

taste may be different from ours. 
You may want to add podcasts 
from major food blogs or net-
works you follow elsewhere, like 
Bon Appetit, Eater, The Kitchn, 
the Food Network, or the BBC.

Sound and style are important 
factors when choosing podcasts. 
We’ve rejected a few shows that 
offered great information but 
included annoying music. We 
understand that ads and cross-pro-
motions for products make these 
“free” programs possible and have 
no problem with that in modera-
tion. We soon tire of podcasts that 
are more ad or promotion than 
content.

In most cases, you can slide 
along to sample different spots in a 
program to see if it appeals to your 
tastes and level of interest. 

Do you have a question or topic 
for Fresh & Local? Send an email 
to Penny@BostonZest.com with 
your suggestion.

We credit much of what we know about cheese to the podcast “Cutting 
the Curd.”

LOCAL STUDENT
EARNS ACADEMIC HONORS

SICOTTE  NAMED 
TO DEAN’S LIST FOR 
THE SPRING 2022 
SEMESTER

 Caroline Sicotte of 
Charlestown  has been named to 
the Dean’s List at the University 
of New Hampshire for earning 
Highest Honors for the spring 
2022 semester. Sicotte is majoring 
in Undeclared.

Students named to the Dean’s 
List at the University of New 
Hampshire are students who have 
earned recognition through their 
superior scholastic performance 
during a semester enrolled in a 
full-time course load (12 or more 
graded credits). Highest honors 
are awarded to students who earn 
a semester grade point average of 
3.85 or better out of a possible 

4.0. Students with a 3.65 to 3.84 
average are awarded high honors 
and students whose grade point 
average is 3.5 through 3.64 are 
awarded honors.

The University of New 
Hampshire is a flagship research 
university that inspires innova-
tion and transforms lives in our 
state, nation and world. More 
than 16,000 students from all 50 
states and 71 countries engage 
with an award-winning faculty 
in top ranked programs in busi-
ness, engineering, law, liberal arts 
and the sciences across more than 
200 programs of study. UNH’s 
research portfolio includes part-
nerships with NASA, NOAA, 
NSF and NIH, receiving more 
than $100 million in competitive 
external funding every year to 
further explore and define the 
frontiers of land, sea and space.
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More than 122 people from 
all over Massachusetts converged 
on a small dock for Charlestown 
Adaptive Sailing Day, hosted by 
the Friends of the Charlestown 
Navy Yard, Courageous Sailing, 
Spaulding, and the HarborView 
apartments. For over a decade, 
Charlestown Adaptive Sailing 
Days have been an opportunity for 

people of all ages with any kind 
of disability to go out for a free 
one-hour sail on Boston Harbor 
with family and friends (and 
an instructor from Courageous 
Sailing or Piers Park Sailing 
Center, who provided physically 
adaptive boats). Participants and 
volunteers alike enjoyed gor-
geous weather, good company, 

and delicious lunches donated by 
Spaulding. Representative Dan 
Ryan and Councillor Gigi Coletta, 
who--along with Senator Sal 
DiDomenico--provided invaluable 
support, were on hand to greet 
the sailors.

All who attended experienced 
the day in their own way. Many 
neurodivergent participants or 

those with anxiety found sailing 
to be a uniquely relaxing activity. 
Families savored the respite from 
the stresses of their everyday lives. 
The convenience of the Hoyer 
lift and the available physically 
adaptive equipment ensured that 
nobody was left out. One partici-
pant commented that this was the 
first activity she had been able to 

participate in since the start of the 
pandemic, due to a compromised 
immune system! For a stroke sur-
vivor, the day was a chance to 
reconnect with his lifelong love 
of sailing. Whether first-time par-
ticipants or old salts, everyone 
enjoyed the welcoming environ-
ment and their time on the water.

TO ADVERTISE 
PlEASE CAll 
781-485-0588

GRACE BLOODWELL, Broker
20 Years Experience, Local Resident

Seller, Buyer & Landlord Representation

617-512-4939
grace.bloodwell@nemoves.com

Coldwell Banker | 2 Thompson Sq | Charlestown MA

Studio Apartment
w/ Garage 

Parking

$2,200/mo

CHARLESTOWN ADAPTIVE SAILING DAY
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By Lauren Bennett

Mayor Michelle Wu announced 
on July 13 that Boston native 
Michael Cox, who currently 
serves as the Chief of Police in 
Ann Arbor Michigan, will be the 
next and 44th commissioner of the 
Boston Police Department.

Wu was joined by members 
of the search committee, elect-
ed officials, and other leaders at 
the Gertrude Howes Playground, 
where Cox played as a young 
boy growing up in Roxbury. Cox 
also served in the Boston Police 
Department for 30 years prior to 
his role in Ann Arbor. 

“It has taken us a while to get 
here, and I don’t just mean the 
long seven months for our search 
committee hosting a thorough and 
diligent process grounded in com-
munity with hundreds of Boston 
residents weighing in on this very 
important decision,” Wu said. “It 
has taken us a long time to get 
here as a city.”

Wu said that “the task of the 
Boston Police Department is to 
deliver public safety through the 
lens of public health and commu-
nity trust, and it’s not a simple 
one.”

After about a half-year search, 
which Wu described as “rigor-
ous,” the committee and city has 
“found someone who’s ready to 
take on this responsibility and 
serve all of Boston’s communi-
ties,” she said.

When speaking about the qual-
ities of a Boston Police commis-
sioner, Wu said, “they must be 
someone who understands inti-
mately the consequences of ineq-
uity and injustice, and they must 
be ready and willing to do the 
work required to not only repair 
these harms where they exist, but 
root out the injustice that creates 
them.”

Wu said that the search includ-
ed speaking to police officers, 
community leaders, young people, 
and other residents about what 
they would like to see in the next 
police commissioner. The com-
mittee held community listening 
sessions prior to the release of the 
job application and description, 
according to the City. 

“The committee was impressed 
by the wealth of experience that 
Chief Cox brings with him to 
this role, in addition to his cre-
ativity and community-oriented 
approach to public safety,” she 
said.

“Having grown up here, hav-

ing served in all of the roles in 
the department and elsewhere, he 
is uniquely positioned to build 
the public safety infrastructure 
that Boston deserves and contin-
ue  building on the community 
trust and community policing that 
our city has led on for decades. 
This infrastructure will focus on 
addressing the causes of crime, 
prioritizing the health and safety 
of all of our residents, and driven 
by and rooted in our community.”

Wu also thanked Acting 
Commissioner Greg Long for 
his service in the role, and said 
that he will remain superinten-
dent-in-chief of the department 
once Cox is sworn in. 

“I do consider this a homecom-
ing,” Cox said during his remarks, 
and thanked Mayor Wu. 

“Her vision for the city is very 
much how I see the vision for the 
police department. When we talk 
about things like diversity, equity, 
and inclusion, that’s very import-
ant for the police department. The 
police department needs to look 
like the communities in which we 
serve.”

He said that in 1995, he was a 
“victim of unconstitutional polic-
ing,” and chose to work in public 
service “because I wanted to help 
the public.”

He said that following this inci-
dent, he had a choice to stay or to 
go. “And I chose to stay, because 
I believe in policing in a com-
munity-friendly way and I know 
the men and women I work with 
believe in that same thing too.:

Cox said his focus is to “grow 
and be a model for the police 
department,” and over several 
decades, he has held multiple roles 
within the police department.

“We need to understand the 
people that we police and the 
communities that we police so 
that we never have any unintended 
consequences,” Cox said. He also 
said that officers and others with-
in the police department will be 
supported and provided with the 
resources they need to correctly do 
their jobs, but the department will 
also “hold you accountable for all 
the things we ask you to do.”

Cox also said that some things 
within the department will be 
done differently, and the well-
ness of officers will be supported. 
“We’re going to get feedback from 
our communities,” he said, as well 
as acknowledge the department’s 
history while moving forward. 

Retired Justice Geraldine 
Hynes, who chaired the search 
committee, said that “I am so 
proud and honored to be here 
and to say that Michael Cox is the 
fruit of our labors to find the best 
possible person for this moment in 
time in our history in the City of 
Boston. We have faith and trust in 
you, and we know that our faith 
and trust will be rewarded if you 
have the support of the depart-
ment and the support of the City 

of Boston.”
In a statement, District 

Attorney Kevin Hayden said, 
“Congratulations to Boston Police 
Commissioner Michael Cox.  His 
record of service is exemplary, 
and I’m grateful to have him as a 
partner in efforts to improve safe-
ty and wellbeing across Boston’s 
neighborhoods. The journey of 
Michael Cox from being beaten 

by fellow Boston Police officers to 
his appointment as Commissioner 
of the Boston Police Department 
is emblematic of criminal legal 
reform.  I’m grateful to have such 
a strong partner in building a 
safer, more equitable Boston.”

Cox will return to Boston as the 
police commissioner beginning on 
August 15, Wu said. 

Wu announces that Michael Cox will serve as next police commissioner

Michael Cox will be the next 
police commissioner.

From: Steven Quigley editor@reverejournal.com
Subject: Fwd: [External] Meet the Cast of "Romeo & Juliet"!

Date: July 12, 2022 at 11:28 AM
To: scott Yates scott@chelsearecord.com

 

 

ONE MONTH AWAY!

FREE ON BOSTON COMMON!

ROMEO AND JULIET

Begin forwarded message:

From: Alicia Cooney <ACooney@monumentgroup.com>
Subject: Fwd: [External] Meet the Cast of "Romeo & Juliet"!
Date: July 12, 2022 at 11:21:16 AM EDT
To: Stephen Quigley <stephen.quigley@reverejournal.com>, Dan Murphy <Dmrphy4@gmail.com>

Any luck on connecting with BLO for stories? 

Begin forwarded message:

Alicia	M.	Cooney,	CFA	|	Partner
Monument	Group		|	Excellence in Global Private Placement Since 1994

500	Boylston	Street,	Suite	1150
Boston,	MA	02116
Direct:	617-646-4701
ACooney@monumentgroup.com
www.monumentgroup.com
Registered	RepresentaIve,	Monument	Group,	Inc.

	 

This	message	 is	 intended	only	for	the	use	of	the	 individual	or	enIty	to	which	 it	 is	addressed,	and	may	contain	 informaIon	that	 is	privileged,
confidenIal,	and	exempt	from	disclosure	under	applicable	law.	Any	other	distribuIon,	copying,	or	disclosure	is	strictly	prohibited.	If	you	have
received	this	message	in	error,	please	noIfy	us	immediately	and	delete	the	message	without	copying	or	forwarding	it	to	anyone.
	
If	you	are	located	in	the	EEA	and	wish	to	learn	more	about	the	GDPR	and	your	rights	thereunder,	please	click	here.

From: Boston Lyric Opera <boxoffice@blo.org>
Date: July 12, 2022 at 10:50:17 AM EDT
To: Alicia Cooney <ACooney@monumentgroup.com>
Subject: [External] Meet the Cast of "Romeo & Juliet"!

ROMEO AND JULIET
by Charles Gounod

Libretto by Jules Barbier & Michel Carré 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 11 AT 8PM
SATURDAY, AUGUST 13 AT 8PM

Sung in English with English surtitles.

MEET THE CAST OF ROMEO AND JULIET!

Vanessa Becerra 
Juliet

Ricardo Garcia 
Romeo

Mack Wolz 
Stephano

Nicholas LaGesse 
Mercutio

Omar Najmi 
Tybalt

Fred C. VanNess Jr. 
Paris

Junhan Choi 
Gregorio

Joshua Conyers 
Capulet

Philip Lima 
Friar Laurent

Arielle Rogers 
Wilkey | Gertrude

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 

Photo courtesy of Commonwealth Shakespeare Company.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

      SSuummmmeerr  CCoonncceerrttss
                                    aatt  tthhee  TTrraaiinniinngg  FFiieelldd

  
July 16th

Boston 
Pub Rockers

THIS
WEEK!

SSAATTUURRDDAAYY  

CCOONNCCEERRTTSS  

33--66pp..mm..

Halfway to St. Patrick’s Day!

September 10th 

Boston's Erin Og

August 13th 

Venom & Mayhem

The Friends of the Training Field present

Half
way!PlEASE RECYClE
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For more information go to
www.LandmarksOrchestra.org

Wednesday, July 20th
 

Sorcerer's Apprentice &
Symphonie Fantastique

Wednesday, July 27th
 

Finlandia &
 Romeo and Juliet

 
Saturday, August 6th

 

Beethoven's
9th Symphony

Wednesday, August 17th
 

Mendelssohn & 
Fabiola Méndez

 
Wednesday, August 24th

 

Pines of 
Rome

 

Free Concerts 
@ Hatch Shell

MALDEN

GAMING DISTRICT

MALDEN

GAMING DISTRICT

MaldenGamingDistrict.com

BODA BORG BOSTON

PROJECT: PUTT!

MIXER E-SPORTS

N.E. COMICS
63 Exchange St

157 Pleasant St

77 Exchange St

76 Exchange St

95 Pleasant St

96 Pleasant St

61 Exchange St

90 Pleasant St
STATION KTV

BIAO GE POOL HALL

THE IMMERSIVE

SPICY WORLD GAMING BAR

195 Exchange St
ROCK SPOT CLIMBING

DINE PLAY

bostontutoringcenter.com/bps-exam-prep

Boston Tutoring Center

Boston Exam School 
Test Prep Classes

Fall 2022 in West Roxbury

Register now!

The Boston Parks and Rec-
reation Department’s mission 
of protecting the City of Boston 
park system’s storied legacy while 
embracing sustainability for future 
generations has been recognized 
with a pair of awards in historic 
preservation and climate resiliency.

The Boston Preservation Alli-
ance recently announced that the 
Shaw 54th Regiment Memorial 
on Boston Common is one of six 

2022 Preservation Award recipi-
ents that will be recognized at their 
34th Annual Preservation Achieve-
ment Awards ceremony being held 
October 20 at the historic Charles 
River Speedway Complex in Brigh-
ton.

A ceremony was held on Boston 
Common June 1 as the Shaw 54th 
Regiment Memorial was rededi-
cated after a comprehensive $2.8 
million restoration project under-

Parks Department recognized with preservation and climate change awards

PHOTO BY MICHAEL DWYER

The restored Shaw 54th Regiment Memorial on Boston Common is lifted back into place in time for its pub-
lic unveiling on June 1. 

taken by a partnership including 
the Friends of the Public Garden, 
the Boston Parks and Recreation 
Department, the National Park 
Service, and the Museum of Afri-
can American History. The scope 
of work included restoration of 
the bronze relief and surrounding 
stone, reinforcement and seismic 
protections, and plaza improve-
ments to increase accessibility and 
access to the monument.

Considered one of the preem-
inent works of public art in the 
country, the Memorial honors the 
54th Massachusetts Regiment, one 
of the first Black regiments to serve 
in the Civil War, and its white col-
onel, Robert Gould Shaw. As dra-
matized in the 1989 film “Glory,” 
the 54th served most notably at 
the Battle of Fort Wagner in South 
Carolina. News of their courage 
and determination on the battle-
field spread and led to other Black 
regiments being formed, and by the 
end of the war 10% of the Union 
Army was made up of Black sol-
diers.

In 1865, Black businessman 
Joshua Benton Smith called for 
a memorial to be constructed in 
Boston and in 1883 artist Augus-
tus Saint-Gaudens was commis-
sioned. Dedicated to perfection, 
Saint-Gaudens did not complete 
the sculpture until 1897. By the late 
20th century the Memorial was in 
extremely poor condition due to 
corrosion and vandalism. In 1981, 
the Friends of the Public Garden 
led a campaign for the monument’s 
restoration and to establish an 
endowment for its care. 
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Last week, Senator Sal DiDo-
menico joined his colleagues in 
the Massachusetts State Senate to 
unanimously pass S.2973. An Act 
to expand access to high-quality, 
affordable early education and 
care. This bipartisan legislation 
will transform early education and 
childcare in the Commonwealth 
by making it more accessible and 
affordable for families, provid-
ing high-quality care for young 
children, strengthening early 
education providers, improving 
compensation and professional 
development for the early educa-
tion workforce, and addressing the 
workforce needs of Massachusetts 
employers. The bill draws from 
the recommendations made by the 
Special Legislative Early Education 
and Care Economic Review Com-
mission, which was created by the 
legislature in 2020 and issued its 
final report in March 2022.

“This issue has been a top pri-
ority of mine for many years, and 
I am thrilled to pass this transfor-
mative piece of legislation along-
side my Senate colleagues,” said 
Senator DiDomenico, Assistant 
Majority Leader of the Massachu-
setts Senate and a member of the 
Special Legislative Early Education 
and Care Economic Review Com-
mission. “As a father of two chil-
dren, I know that affordable and 
quality early education and care is 
indispensable for families and their 
economic security. This bill will 
increase childcare access and help 
thousands of families obtain care 
at lower costs. Just as important-
ly, these investments will provide 
support to childcare providers and 
ensure people working in this field 
can earn a living wage, acquire 
higher education, and support 
their own families. I want to thank 
Senate President Karen Spilka for 
making this a priority and Chair 
Jason Lewis and Chair Michael 
Rodrigues for all their work to 
bring this important issue to the 
Senate floor.”

“Just as the Senate led on trans-
forming the Commonwealth’s 
K-12 education system through 
the Student Opportunity Act, 
today’s bill would similarly trans-
form the early education system,” 
said Senate President Karen E. 
Spilka (D-Ashland). “Unfortu-
nately, high-quality early educa-
tion remains out of reach for most 
Massachusetts families, and our 
providers struggle to keep their 
doors open. This bill will address 
those issues and make our Com-
monwealth stronger by making 
early education more affordable, 
investing in our early educators, 
and ensuring the sustainability of 
our providers. I want to thank Sen-
ator Lewis and the members of the 

Special Legislative Early Education 
and Care Economic Review Com-
mission for their extensive work 
on this bill, as well as for the work 
of Chair Rodrigues and the many, 
many advocates and stakeholders 
that got us to today.”

Senator DiDomenico has been a 
champion for early education and 
care expansion since he first took 
office 12 years ago. In 2013, DiDo-
menico played a pivotal role in cre-
ating an Early Education and Out 
of School Time (EEOST) capital 
fund that provided $45M in loans 
and grants to early learning centers 
and out-of-school-time programs 
serving low-income families. 
Recently, during the onset of the 
pandemic, Senator DiDomenico 
secured $10 Million for COVID-
19 Preparedness and Stabilization 
Grants to provide critical support 
to Massachusetts afterschool and 
out-of-school time programs.

Throughout the past two years, 
DiDomenico served on the Special 
Legislative Early Education and 
Care Economic Review Commis-
sion and worked with colleagues 
to create a blueprint for the invest-
ments Massachusetts needs to 
make in the care economy. The 
Senator worked tirelessly to push 
this massive early education and 
childcare bill across the finish line 
and will continue to fight for even 
more investments in the years to 
come.

High-quality early education 
helps young children to develop 
stronger communication, social, 
and cognitive skills. Investments in 
early education have been shown 
to yield considerable long-term 
benefits, such as higher academic 
achievement and greater lifetime 
earnings. Many families in Mas-
sachusetts, however, lack access 
to high-quality, affordable early 
education. This impacts the abil-
ity of parents, especially working 
mothers, to enter or remain in the 

workforce. The financial strain of 
childcare on families is a contrib-
uting factor to workforce short-
ages and threatens to hamper the 
state’s economic recovery.

The Senate bill would improve 
access to high-quality and afford-
able care for Massachusetts fami-
lies in several ways. The bill would:

• Increase subsidy eligibility over 
time from the current level of 50% 
of state median income ($65,626 
annual household income for a 
family of four) to 125% of state 
median income ($164,065 annual 
household income for a family of 
four)

• Make it easier for subsidized 
providers to offer scholarships or 
discounted tuition for their private 
pay families

• Require the Department of 
Early Education and Care (EEC) 
to evaluate and eliminate barriers 
to subsidy access for families on an 
annual basis

• Require parent fees for subsi-
dized families to be affordable and 
updated at least every five years

• Require EEC to assess the 
extent of the current supply of 
licensed childcare availability 
across the state and the unmet 
needs of families

Even though childcare is expen-
sive for families in Massachusetts, 
early education and childcare 
providers are themselves in crisis. 
Given the low wages and poor 
benefits that providers can afford 
to pay their staff, providers face 
chronic challenges with attract-
ing and retaining early educators, 
almost all of whom are women 
and many of whom are women 
of color. Federal pandemic relief 
funding has been a lifeline for the 
early education and care sector, 
but these funds are one-time.

This Senate legislation will help 
stabilize providers, improve pro-
gram quality, and expand capacity 
in several ways. The bill:

• Makes permanent the oper-
ational grants to providers that 
were first distributed during the 
pandemic and requires that a pro-
vider must be willing to enroll sub-
sidized children in order to qualify 
for a grant

• Requires EEC to use an actual 
cost-of-quality-care methodology 
for setting subsidy reimbursement 
rates and calculating operational 
grants

• Requires EEC to reimburse 
subsidized providers based on 
quarterly enrollment rather than 
daily attendance of children

• Takes steps to strengthen the 
recruitment and pipeline of early 
educators

Early educators with bachelor’s 
degrees earn far less than their 
counterparts who teach in public 

elementary schools, and one in six 
early educators lives in poverty.

To improve compensation, ben-
efits, and professional develop-
ment opportunities for the early 
educator workforce, this legisla-
tion:

 • Requires EEC to develop a 
career ladder that links education-
al attainment and work experience 
to compensation and benefits and 
recommends that compensation 
levels be commensurate with pub-
lic school teachers who are similar-
ly credentialed

• Establishes early educator 
scholarship and loan forgiveness 
programs to provide greater access 
to higher education and profes-
sional development opportunities

• Enables subsidized providers 
to offer free or discounted seats for 
the children of their own staff

Other provisions would further 
improve and strengthen early edu-
cation and childcare in Massachu-
setts. The bill:

 • Creates a commission to 
study and recommend to the leg-
islature ways that employers could 
provide more support to their 

workers to help meet their early 
education and childcare needs

• Requires EEC to report to 
the legislature on ways to expand 
successful local partnerships, such 
as the Commonwealth Preschool 
Partnership Initiative (CPPI)

• Requires EEC and the Chil-
dren’s Investment Fund to report 
to the legislature on ways to 
improve and expand the impact 
of the Early Education and Out 
of School Time (EEOST) Capital 
Fund for making improvements to 
early education facilities

• Requires EEC to create a plan 
to pilot and scale shared service 
models that can improve the effi-
cient delivery of high-quality care

• Creates a data advisory com-
mission to work with EEC on 
expanded data collection and 
reporting, and the improved use of 
data to inform the cost and quality 
of care

Having passed the Senate, An 
Act to expand access to high-qual-
ity, affordable early education and 
care now moves to the House of 
Representatives for further consid-
eration.
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DiDomenico votes to pass early education, childcare bill

Senator Sal DiDomenico address-
ing the Senate to pass S.2973.
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OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

To place a 

memoriam 

please call 

781-485-0588

C H A R L E S T O W N  B E A T

POlICE/COMMUNITY MEETING: Meet the police & discuss public 
safety issues on the last Wednesday of every month at the police station, 20 
Vine Street, at 6:00 p.m., 2nd floor, community room.
POlICE RElATED INFO: Contact the District A-1 Community Service 
Office at 617-343-4627. 

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

JOHN J. RECCA 
PAINTING

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com
781-241-2454

Chimneys • Fireplaces 
Cellar Floors • Restoration
French Drains • Repointing

Free Estimates, Lic. & Ins.

Local References

Phil - 617-230-3490

Ryan 
Masonry

Licensed & insured 
Complete electrical services 
www.johnpmchughelectric.com
Jmchugh447@gmail.com 

Motorists are being given sug-
gestions on how to cope with the 
heat this summer - when they don’t 
have the luxury of using an air-con. 

The holiday car rental experts 
at StressFreeCarRental.com have 
outlined eight ways to keep cool 
and improve your driving experi-
ence while travelling over the sum-
mer.

Although most new cars come 
with a sufficient climate control 
system, many drivers are still hav-
ing to put up with sweltering con-
ditions while they’re out on the 
road.

There’s nothing worse than 
being trapped in a hot car for a 
long journey, however it’s some-
times unavoidable, especially if 
you’re commuting to work or 
going on a road trip.

Those who have ACs but are 
looking to cut back on their motor-
ing expenses should also consider 
alternatives, because using air-con 
can increase fuel consumption by 
as much as 20%.

Among those making the list of 
suggestions are freezing water bot-
tles to use as ice packs and shield-
ing your car from the sun with a 
dashboard cover.

A spokesperson for StressFree-

CarRental.com said: “Driving in 
the blazing sun can cause motor-
ists to feel dizzy and ill from heat 
exhaustion, which in return is dan-
gerous for all the road users. 

“There are some cost-effective 
alternatives that help motorists 
tackle the heat and prevent acci-
dents while they’re out and about 
on a hot day.”

Here are StressFreeCarRental.
com’s best tips for cooling down 
without the help of an air-con:

Stay hydrated 
Make sure to bring a refreshing 

cold beverage with you on your 
journey to avoid dehydration and 
store it under the seat to maintain 
its cool temperature.  

Hang a wet rag over the vent 
The air blown out will be much 

cooler, but make sure you have a 
few wet rags ready to replace it 
with as it will dry out quite quick-
ly. Also remember to take them out 
of your car and wash them after-
wards to prevent mildew.

Freeze water bottles to use as 
ice packs

Wrap a frozen bottle in a towel 
and rest it against your seat behind 
your neck. Once it defrosts, you’ll 
have ice cold water to drink and 
cool off too. 

Park in the shade
There’s nothing worse than 

getting into a boiling hot car at 
the end of the day, so be mindful 
of where you leave your vehicle. 
Under trees is the obvious choice – 
but you can also try to find a large 
truck or lorry for shade. 

Get a mini-fan
A portable fan can make all 

the difference, even on the hottest 
summer days. These fans are small 
but mighty when it comes to cool-
ing yourself down while you’re 
stuck in a hot car. 

Get cold packs
Although cold packs don’t pro-

vide a long-term solution, they can 
be used as a quick relief from the 
heat.

Use a dashboard cover
Put on a dashboard cover on 

your car’s windshield to keep sun-
light away from the car’s interior. 
You won’t feel as overwhelmed by 
the heat if you don’t have to touch 
hot vinyl surfaces.

Keep windows slightly cracked
It’s obviously not a good idea 

to open your windows all the way 
but leaving just a small crack will 
promote ventilation and help to 
keep your car cool.

Eight alternative ways to keep cool without AC

Ballistics
06/26/2022 – At about 9:35 

a.m., the officer working the front 
desk of District A-15 headquarters 
was approached by a witness car-
rying a spent 9 mm shell-casing. 
The witness said he had com-
pleted a jog, bringing him to the 
area of Carney Court, where he 
collected the spent casing. Officer 
took custody of the shell casing 
from the witness and notified A-1 
detectives.

Robbery
07/01/2022 – At approximately 

5:45 p.m., police received a radio 
call for an assault and battery in 
progress at 20 Eden St. 

Upon arrival, officers met with 
the victim, who stated that he was 
walking back from Charlestown 
Liquors when he realized three 
people were following him. The 
victim said when he turned onto 
Eden Street, the suspects jumped 
him and took his wallet. 

The victim provided police with 
a description of the suspects and  
said immediately after the rob-
bery, they fled towards Rutherford 
Avenue. Boston EMS transport-
ed the victim to Massachusetts 
General Hospital for further eval-
uation. A-1 detectives were noti-
fied of the incident.

 
Assault Aggravated
07/02/2022 – At around 4:45 

p.m., an officer responded to 161 
Bunker Hill St. for a reported 
assault. The victim said he was 
walking in the area of 160 Bunker 
Hill St. While crossing the street 
to return home, he ran into the 
suspect, who pulled a box cutter 
on the victim and attempted to cut 
him. The suspect chased the victim 
home and broke a window there. 

The victim further stated he 
doesn’t the suspect, but when 
the suspect drinks, he becomes 
aggressive and violent. Officers 
will summonsed the suspect into 
Charlestown District Court on the 
charge of assault with a dangerous 
weapon.

larceny - Theft from a Building
07/06/2022 – At about 5:17 

p.m., police responded to the CVS 
Pharmacy at 21 Austin St. for a 
report of larceny. The officer spoke 
with the caller, who stated that at 
approximately 4:47 p.m., a 5-foot, 
5-inch  male, about 18 to 25 
years old, and wearing light-col-
ored sneakers, approached her at 
the register and asked if she could 
change a $100 bill. The clerk stat-
ed she opened the register drawer 
and started to count out change 
for the $100. The suspect reached 
into the drawer, stole two $20 
bills and exited the store headed 
toward Main Street. The officer 
observed video footage of the inci-
dent, and Area A-1 Detectives 
responded to process the scene. 

 
license Premise Violation
07/09/2022 – At around 1 

p.m., the Licensed Premise Unit 
conducted a licensed premise 
inspection of Pier 6 at 1 Eighth 
St. Detectives observed a female 
patron walk away from the bar 
with five alcoholic beverages and 
deliver them to patrons standing 
on the patio. Detectives pointed 
out the incident to the manager 
and reminded the manager that 
a single patron could only be 
served two alcoholic drinks simul-
taneously. As a result of what was 
observed, the sergeant issued a 
licensed premise inspection notice.

  
larceny - All Others
07/10/2022 – At approximately 

11:30 a.m., police took a walk-in 
larceny report at 20 Vine St. The 
victims stated they received a mes-
sage on their home computer of a 
security breach on the computer. 
The victim said they were advised 
to purchase gift cards from Apple 
($9,999.00) and Lowes ($6,000) 
on their American Express card. 
The victims further stated they 
were scammed into making these 
purchases in exchange for fix-
ing security breaches. The vic-
tims have notified both credit card 
companies and completed a credit 
report check.
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LEGAL NOTICE

APARTMENT FOR RENT

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston
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BOAT FOR SALE   
14’ Dura Nautic  
aluminum boat 
with 15 horse 
mercury outboard 
with less than 100 
hours use, runs 
like new.   Trailer 
6 years old and 

life preservers 
included. No leaks, 
paint is chipped 
on inside. Asking 
$3700 contact 
reggiedufour@
comcast.net
-------------------------------

FOR SALE

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate and
Family Court
24 New Chardon 
Street
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION
G.L. c. 210, ? 6
Docket No.
SU21A0266AD

In the matter of:
Sophia Michelle
Miele
To:
Any unnamed or unknown parent 
and persons interested in a 
petition for the adoption of said 
child and to the Department of 
Children and Families of said 
Commonwealth.
A petition has been presented to 
said court by:
Kelly Ann Pavani of Charlestown, 
MA 
Julianna Teresa Parvani of 
Charlestown, MA

requesting for leave to adopt said 
child and that the name of the 
child be changed to 
If you object to this adoption you 
are entitled to the appointment of 
an attorney if you are an indigent 
person.
An indigent person is defined by 
SJC Rule 3:10. The definition in-
cludes but is not limited to persons 
receiving TAFDC, EACDC, poverty 
related veteran’s benefits, Medic-
aid, and SSI. The Court will deter-
mine if you are indigent. Contact 
an Assistant Judicial Case Manager 
or Adoption Clerk of the Court on 

or before the date listed below to 
obtain the necessary forms.
IF YOU DESIRE TO OBJECT THERE-
TO, YOU OR YOUR ATTORNEY MUST 
FILE A WRITTTEN APPEARANCE IN 
SAID COURT AT:
BOSTON ON OR BEFORE TEN 
O’CLOCK IN THE MORNING (10:00 
A.M.) ON: 08/18/2022
WITNESS, Hon.  Brian J. Dunn, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: May 25, 2022
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

7/14/22, 7/21/22, 7/28/22
CT

Staff Report

Boston Landmarks Orchestra, 
under the direction of Music 
Director Christopher Wilkins, 
brings its annual summer series of 
free, live orchestral concerts to the 
iconic DCR Hatch Memorial Shell 
on the Esplanade, with a special 
focus on concerts in East Boston, 
Chelsea, Roxbury, and Mattapan. 
Rooted in the mission “we build 
community through great music,” 
Landmarks Orchestra is thrilled 
to present a concert series of free 
events which showcase a diversity 
of music and cultures.

Programming this summer cel-
ebrates a dazzling array of com-
posers and music. Highlights 
include the world premiere of 
“Many Mansions,” a new orches-
tral and choral work by Diane 
White-Clayton based on Roland 
Carter’s arrangement of “In Bright 
Mansions Above”; the Boston 
premiere of William Dawson's 
“Negro Folk Symphony”; 
Beethoven’s 9th Symphony with 
the One City Choir, Coro Allegro, 
and vocal soloists; a new part-
nership with the Four Strings 
Academy; and the announcement 
of cuatrista Fabiola Méndez as 
Composer-In-Residence for 2022-
23 to work with Boston students 
on composition and performance 
workshops.

Music Director Christopher 
Wilkins says “The 2022 season is 
filled with music the whole family 
will enjoy—works by Gershwin 
and Bernstein, the William Tell 
Overture, a performance of Pines 
of Rome in the series finale, and 
much more. There are great 
monuments of the orchestral lit-
erature, including the Beethoven 
‘Ninth’ and Berlioz's Symphonie 
fantastique. And as always, per-
formances fulfilling Landmarks 
Orchestra's unique cultural mis-
sion, addressing Boston history, 
cultural diversity, and conflict and 
reconciliation. We are also thrilled 
to begin an exciting long-term 

collaboration with Puerto Rican 
cuatro virtuoso, Fabiola Méndez.

Following a strategic plan-
ning process led by Chair of the 
Board of Advisors, Jean Scarrow 
and Landmarks Orchestra Board 
Chair Emmett G. Price III, the 
organization is embarking on a 
10-year strategic plan. Primary 
goals stemming from the plan are 
to increase the diversity of audi-
ences, ensembles, and staff to be 
more representative of the resi-
dents of the City of Boston; bring 
more community-based program-
ming into Boston neighborhoods; 
and develop deep and authentic 
partnerships with partner commu-
nities within the next decade.

New Partnerships and 
Community Outreach

At the heart of each Landmarks 
Orchestra season is the spirit of 
community and collaboration.

This year’s partnerships and 
collaborations include:

• A new relationship with Four 
Strings Academy, a music training 
institution founded by Mariana 
Hill. Students from the Academy 
will join Landmarks princi-
pal string players for a Prelude 
Performance on July 20.

• Partnering with the Hyde 
Square Task Force and Ágora, 
founded by Elsa Mosquera 
Sterenberg, led to a grant from 
the Yawkey Foundation to fund 
our first Composer in Residence—
cuatrista Fabiola Méndez. She will 
spend a year in residence, working 
with students to create a new 
work that will premiere on the 
Landmark’s 2023 summer season. 
A preview concert of the work will 
happen in January 2023 (details 
TBA).

• A grant from The Cummings 
Foundation which will support 
Landmarks Orchestra’s Music 
& Memory program with per-
formances in assisted living cen-
ters which specialize in care for 
patients with memory loss and 
dementia.

• In partnership with Carnegie 

Hall, Link Up introduces students 
grades 3-5 to an orchestra by 
helping them become part of it. 
Students are given the opportu-
nity to join Boston Landmarks 
Orchestra in a highly participatory 
program in which they learn to 
sing or play an instrument in the 
classroom, with a culminating per-
formance. Landmarks Orchestra 
is the only orchestra in the state to 
work with Link Up.

• Landmarks has part-
nered with longtime Performing 
Arts ASL Interpreter with the 
Orchestra, Christopher Robinson, 
who will lead a group of advi-
sors to develop strategies which 
will make Landmarks events more 
accessible. This summer’s perfor-
mances will include ASL inter-
preters at many performances, 
and SUBPAC’s will be available 
at select performances. SUBPAC 
is a patented tactile audio sys-
tem that provides a high-reso-
lution immersive experience by 
quietly and accurately transferring 
deep bass frequencies to create 
an immersive, physical, full-body 
experience.

2022 Summer Concerts and 
Events

An ASL interpreter will be pres-
ent at many performances; see the 
website for current details. 

TEllING TAlES
Wednesday, July 20, 2022, 7pm 

ET | Hatch Shell
Boston Landmarks Orchestra, 

Christopher Wilkins, conductor
Prelude Concert: Four Strings 

Academy with Landmarks 
Orchestra Principal Strings

Bedřich Smetana, “The 
Moldau” from Ma Vlast (My 
Fatherland)

Ethyl Smyth, The Wreckers 
Overture    

Paul Dukas, The Sorcerer’s 
Apprentice

Hector Berlioz, Symphonie fan-
tastique  

SWEET SORROW
Wednesday, July 27, 2022, 7pm 

ET | Hatch Shell

BlO brings free orchestral music to Hatch Shell
Boston Landmarks Orchestra, 

Christopher Wilkins, conductor
Giuseppe Verdi, Nabucco 

Overture
Florence Price, Ethiopia’s 

Shadow in America
Boris Lyatoshinsky, Symphony 

No. 3 in B minor, Peace Shall 
Defeat War

 Andante maestoso—Allegro 
impetuoso (1st movement)

Jan Sibelius, Finlandia
David Amram, Symphony: 

Songs of the Soul (Shiray 
Neshama)

Freilekh (Dance of Joy) (3rd 
movement)

Piotr Ilyich Tchai-kovsky, 
Romeo and Juliet Overture-
Fantasy 

BEETHOVEN’S 9th 
SYMPHONY

Saturday, August 6, 2022, 7pm 
ET | Hatch Shell

Boston Landmarks Orchestra, 
Christopher Wilkins, conductor

Sirgourney Cook, soprano
Tichina Vaughn, mezzo-sopra-

no
Ethan Bremner, tenor
Phillip Bullock, baritone
David W. Hodgkins, chorus 

master
One City Choir
Coro Allegro 
Gioachino Rossini, William 

Tell Overture
Johann Strauss, Jr,. To America: 

Fair Columbia Waltzes      
 Diane White-Clayton, Many 
Mansions (world premiere perfor-
mance)

Ludwig van Beethoven, 
Symphony No. 9 in D minor, op. 
125                              

Wednesday, August 17, 2022, 
7pm ET | Hatch Shell

Boston Landmarks Orchestra, 
Christopher Wilkins, conductor

Fabiola Méndez, cuatro
George Gershwin, Cuban 

Overture  
Georges Bizet, L’Arlésienne 

(excerpts from original version)
Carlos Chávez, Sinfonia india
Florence Price, Folksongs in 

Counterpoint (selections)
Fabiola Méndez, Bomba pa' la 

diaspora and other selections
Felix Mendelssohn, Symphony 

No. 4 in A major, “Italian”
THE VIRTUOSO 
ORCHESTRA

Wednesday, August 24, 2022, 
7pm ET | Hatch Shell

Boston Landmarks Orchestra, 
Christopher Wilkins, conductor

Leonard Bernstein, Candide 
Overture

William Dawson, Negro Folk 
Symphony (Boston premiere)

Georges Enesco, Romanian 
Rhapsody in A major, op. 11, No. 
1 

Ottorino Respighi, The Pines 
of Rome

REVERE: 495 
Revere Beach Blvd. 
2 bedroom, 1 bath, 
1 parking space, 
heat and hotter 
included. $3200. 
First and last 
month required.
Accepting section 8. 
781-558-8640
8/03.
_________

WINTHROP, Bellev-
ue Ave 

2nd floor, 3 
bedroom 
1 bath. No pets, Off 
st parking
$1875 ,month + 
security 
+ all utilities 
Avilb July 1st
Send apps 
via email to : 
1776btown@gmail.
com 
Call 781-426-5459 
emails preferred

HOME HEALTH CARE
Acti-Kare Responsive 
In-Home Care- 
Wakefield
Do your parents 
need assistance? 
Are YOU a senior 

who needs care?
Affordable In-Home 
Care for seniors
Please call about 
services offered
617-286-9283

HOME CARE

TO ADVERTISE IN THE 

CHARlESTOWN 

PATRIOT-BRIDGE 

PlEASE CAll 781-485-0588
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Saving for  
the moments 
that matter. 

2.00%
APY1

23 MONTH CD SPECIAL
ADDITIONAL SHORTER TERM CD SPECIALS AVAILABLE

CAMBRIDGESAVINGS.COM/MOMENTS


