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The office will be closed Thursday Dec. 31 
and Friday, Jan. 1, 2021

Wishing you & your families 
a safe and healthy New Year

To submit ads: deb@reverejournal.com
To submit copy: dave@reverejournal.com

HELPING THE NEEDY

Volunteers hand out the bags to those in need. The Turn It Around 
youth group and the Collier family combined efforts on Thursday after-
noon, Dec. 10, to take clothing and hygiene supplies to needy areas of 
Boston.  See Pages 8 and 9 for more photos.

By Seth Daniel

Noting that COVID-19 has 
delayed their efforts to roll out 
the larger Community Mitigation 
Fund (provided by Wynn Resorts) 
guidelines, the City’s Committee 
overseeing the Fund announced 
this week they are launching a 
short, mid-winter funding round 
to support non-profits and com-
munity organizations in the Town.

The Fund has grown substan-
tially over the past 18 months, 
with two annual payments of $2 
million successfully made by the 
Encore Boston Harbor casino, a 
derivative of Wynn Resorts. That 
new money also comes with an 
expanded focus for the money 
beyond the process to support 
non-profits that began in 2017. 
However, in dealing with COVID-
19 responses, the City and the 
Committee have not made a lot 
of progress in drawing up the new 

guidelines for the Fund’s expand-
ed focus to include non-profit/
community organization support 
along with three other priorities.

That said, the Mayor’s Office 
and the Financial Departments 
in the City announced a short 
mid-winter grant round for 
non-profits and community orga-
nizations – a round that will 
replace what would have taken 
place earlier this year.

“Over the past few months, the 
City of Boston has been focused 
on responding to and combating 
the COVID-19 pandemic and pro-
tecting the safety and well-being of 
all its residents,” read a letter sent 
out this week. “While diligently 
focused on this work, the City 
remains committed to supporting 
the work of the Fund and of the 
nonprofits and community orga-
nizations that are providing criti-

councilor edwards 
reflects on year of 
service in 2020

By Seth Daniel

Councilor Lydia Edwards pub-
lished her annual year in review 
this week, noting that most of 
her work has been in helping 
constituents of all stripes to navi-
gate through the COVID-19 pan-
demic – though also highlighting 
efforts made citywide through 
her Council committee chair posi-
tions and locally in Charlestown.

Edwards said that since March, 
the office has made a priority 
out of making sure residents in 
the district have access to City 
and state and federal resources 
to assist in overcoming the health 
and economic impacts of the pan-
demic.

“Since March, it’s been a prior-
ity of mine to provide my constit-
uents with the resources needed to 
overcome unemployment or food 
insecurity,” she wrote. “We’ve 
become more efficient, transpar-
ent, and accessible as a district 
office and I am grateful that we 
can continue giving back to our 
community during these difficult 
times.”

Along those lines, Edwards was 
the first to champion a citywide 
Rental Assistance Program that 
was picked up by Mayor Martin 
Walsh and is currently getting 
ready to disperse its second round 
of funding. That program was 

Staff Report

On Tuesday, the first veteran 
residents at the Soldiers’ Home in 
Chelsea received the COVID-19 
vaccination. Vaccination was done 
onsite through a federal Long 
Term Care pharmacy partnership 
program with CVS and Walgreens. 
The onsite vaccinations also began 
for staff at the Soldiers’ Home.

In Chelsea, Dominic Pitella, 
94, was the first resident vac-
cinated at the Soldiers’ Home. 
Pitella has been a resident of the 
Soldiers’ Home in Chelsea since 
April 2018. Pitella, a U.S. Army 
Air Corps Corporal, was a cook 
with the 559th Air Service Group 
and served in the Pacific Theater 

cOVID vaccinations begin 
at chelsea Soldiers’ Home

city, committee members announce 
mid-winter mitigation funding round

Photo credit: Jessica Rinaldi/The Boston Globe

Dominic Pitella, 94, a U.S. Army Air Corps veteran and resident at the 
Soldiers’ Home in Chelsea, receiving the first COVID-19 vaccine at the 
Home. 

(VaccinE Pg. 5)

(Funding Pg. 4)

By Seth Daniel

Many adults and young peo-
ple in Charlestown might recog-
nize Josh Knight as the young 
man who taught them to swim 
the American Crawl or the back-
stroke, but behind his swimming 
expertise lies a story of persever-
ance that includes many years of 
home insecurity – including hav-
ing to leave Charlestown this year 
in the midst of the pandemic with 
few options.

Knight, 23, has run the pool at 
the Charlestown YMCA for near-

ly three years, being the second 
in charge and a familiar face to 
anyone taking swimming lessons 
at the facility. While he worked 
there, he also lived there too. His 
family – who has struggled to find 
housing for many years – lived at 
the Constitution Inn in the Navy 
Yard for three years.

It was a wonderful commute 
and setup for Knight, as he 
worked towards, and finally got 
to college this year – while also 
working at the YMCA full-time in 

Finding Gratitude
Knight stays focused, positive through tremendous trials

(Knight Pg. 11)
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Guest Op-ed

Decisions for 2021
By Dr. Glenn Mollette 

2021 is here, and will it be just 
another year? If it’s just another 
year then that won’t be bad at all 
because too many will not have 
another year. The opportunity and 
privilege to have another year is 
the gift of life. Being alive and liv-
ing your life is about as good as it 
gets. Aim for being alive this time 
next year. 

Make some decisions about 
2021. Where do you want to be 
this time in 12 months? Would 
you like to be ten pounds heavier? 
Maybe you would like to be ten or 
twenty pounds lighter? If you cut 
back on your portions and get off 
the couch you can lose a pound a 
week on average. This is daunting 
but just think about where you can 
be the first of March if you start 
today? Don’t start tomorrow. Start 
right now. Today. This minute. 
Throw all that junk cake and pie 
in the trash. This is a tough deci-
sion because we hate to say good-
bye to all those holiday cookies 
and candies. Your body will thank 
you and you will feel so much bet-
ter very soon.

Decide about financial habits. 
Millions of Americans carry credit 
card debt. Minimum payments on 

$3,000 of credit card debt is like 
swimming up river. If you have 
missed a few payments your credit 
card company may be anxious to 
hear from you. Ask them if they 
will consider a settlement payoff. 
A friend of mine owed $5,000 and 
his credit card company settled for 
a $2800 payoff. Your company 
might or might not but it never 
hurts to negotiate. You might be 
able to sell some things in order 
to erase that back breaking high 
interest debt. 

Make some money in 2021 - 
if you want to. Most Americans 
need to make money in 2021. 
Work on job applications. Peruse 
the newspaper. Search online. 
Consider places you have heard 
about and call them, go see them. 
Knock on doors of opportunity. 
You get nowhere if you do not 
try. You might complete 20 or 30 
applications to get one job inter-
view. Complete the application 
thoroughly. Give them a reason to 
consider you. Put together a good 
biographical sketch, resume. Have 
a friend or two to review and edit 
because two heads are better than 
one. Have some good trusted ref-
erences. Wherever you work do a 
good job because you want them 
to say a good word about you. A 

good word may seal the deal on 
your next job opportunity. 

Jobs sometimes are scarce. Con-
sider your personal knowledge 
and abilities and what might you 
do to make a dollar or two? What 
do you know that others need to 
know? What can you offer that 
others need or might want? Can 
you make something? Can you fix 
things? How can you help others?  
Creating your own life and busi-
ness might be the financial and 
mental sanity answer for you. If 
you create your own work and are 
good at what you do, you will not 
run out of something to do. 

Our decisions determine our 
destiny. Whatever decision we 
make we have to put into action. 
Faith without works is dead. May 
your life be good, healthy and 
filled with wonderful love, family 
and friends in 2021. Let’s work 
together for a good year.

Glenn Mollette is the publish-
er of Newburgh Press, Liberty 
Torch and various other publish-
ing imprints; a national columnist 
–  American Issues and Common 
Sense opinions, analysis, stories 
and features appear each week 
In over 500 newspapers, websites 
and blogs across the United States.

HAVE A HAPPY -- AND SAFE -- 
NEW YEAR

The arrival of a new year marks a time for reflection, as to both the 
year that has passed and the year that lies ahead.

In the words of the poet Alfred Lord Tennyson:

Ring out the old, ring in the new,
   Ring, happy bells, across the snow:
   The year is going, let him go;
Ring out the false, ring in the true.

To put it another way, we might ask ourselves, “Where have we been 
-- and where are we going?”

The latter question asks us to foresee the future, which by definition is 
an impossible task. Though we may make our best guess to predict what 
may lie ahead -- and to plan accordingly -- none of us has a crystal ball. 
The vicissitudes of life more often than not throw us curve balls that lay 
to waste even the best-laid of our plans for the year to come. 

Who among us imagined on December 31, 2019, that 2020 would 
bring a world-wide pandemic that already has killed more than 330,000 
of our fellow Americans, devastated our economy, and directly impacted 
the lives of each and every one of us? 

As bad as 2020 has been, we dread to contemplate what 2021 might 
have in store for us. There is no certainty that 2021 will be any better.

However, the former question is equally as tricky. Answering it requires 
both introspection and self-awareness, two qualities that typically are in 
short supply, even during a pandemic when most of us are house-bound 
for more hours of every day than we ever have experienced.

But trying to figure out the, “Why?” of what we have done with our 
lives is essential if we are to meet the challenges of the future. 

As the philosopher said, if we do not learn from our mistakes, we are 
condemned to repeat them.

We do not pretend to have all (or any) of the answers, but we do know 
that in the difficult days ahead one thing is true: Each of us must step 
up to do our part to ensure the safety of ourselves, our loved ones, and 
everyone around us.

We all have a role to play in combating COVID-19 (by wearing masks, 
not gathering in large groups, and maintaining a physical distance from 
others wherever we may be) AND in helping those who desperately are 
in need of assistance because of the devastating economic effects of the 
pandemic.

Although a New Year is here, our problems are not magically going 
away.

We wish all of our readers a happy, safe, and healthy New Year.
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Letters to the editor

cLeRGY VIeWPOINT
From the charlestowN clergy associatioN

Arrival of strangers
By Very Reverend James Ronan, VF – Pastor, St. Mary-St. Catherine of Siena Parish

A SAFe AND         
HAPPY NeW YeAR

To the Editor,
As we wrap up 2020, the 

staff, students and families of the 
Harvard-Kent School would like 
to wish everyone in Charlestown 
a safe and Happy New Year. Our 
school community was blessed 
this year to have so many orga-
nizations and people from the 
Charlestown community provide 
donations and supports to our 
families at a time when it is des-
perately needed. In particular we 
want to thank:

• The George Collier 
Community Give Back Program 
led by Cecil Jones, Maureen Collier 
and the Bunker Hill Associates, 
the BPD Runner Club and the City 
of Boston Credit Union for their 
generous donation of gift cards to 
our families.

• RSM for their “Winter 
Wonderland” gift donations to 
students and for their unwavering 
support of our school community.

• The MGH/IHP (and the 
School of Nursing) for the gift 
cards we received for EVERY stu-
dent at the Harvard-Kent School.

• The Kennedy Center for the 
generous donations of gifts to our 
students and families.

• NEW Health for the dona-
tions of gift cards for our families 
and supporting COVID testing for 
our staff. 

We know how lucky we are 
to be a part of the BEST com-
munity in the City of Boston.  
There is no other neighborhood 
like Charlestown! Thank you for 
everything you do for the students 
and staff at the Harvard-Kent 
School!

Jason Gallagher
Proud Principal

Harvard-Kent School

HISTORIc 
SULLIVAN’S SQUARe 
AND A LANDmARKS 
PROPOSAL

To the Editor,
Presently, Sullivan’s Square is 

considered The Front Door Mat 
at Charlestown Neck.

It is the first entry to the City 
of Boston. Once known, prior 
to the annexation to Boston in 
1875, Sullivan’s Square was a 
Remarkable Historic District of 
the City of Charlestown in the 
early 1800s. It was The Front 
Gateway to the Commonwealth 
with a great Parkway. Named 
after Governor Sullivan, it 
was considered his crossroads 
of Commonwealth History 
from 1800 to 1900. Sullivan’s 

Square was THE HISTORIC 
MASSACHUSETTS Front Gate 
of James Sullivan, Founder 
of Massachusetts Historical 
Society, charter member of the 
American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences and Finest Judicial offi-
cer of the Massachusetts Courts 
for Charlestown. He was a leading 
Director of the Middlesex Canal. 
The Middlesex Canal was the First 
Interstate water road of Commerce 
in Massachusetts and Major inter-
state Canal in the Nation, which 
began at Charlestown Neck and 
extended to New Hampshire.  

Sullivan Square united all 
New England from 1800 to the 
1850s, to the Port of Boston 
and Charlestown Navy Yard.

Sullivan’s Square was that 
Historic District of Charlestown, 
the hub that began the unity 
of the Oldest Communities 
of Massachusetts Bay. Prior to 
1900, The Square began the 
Climb to Bunker Hill Monument, 
First Veteran’s Memorial in the 
Nation. The site was a Historic 
parkway, from the Broadway 
along Winter Hill Road 
in Charlestown, in the 1840s, 
before Somerville was found-
ed. The Neck at Sullivan Square 
is the Site where the Last Man 
Killed, June 17th, Col Andrew 
McClary, from New Hampshire 
died by British Cannon, just a few 
feet from a newly proposed BPDA 
Landmark project, in the closing 
moments of Battle, on June 17, 
1775. Any landmark in Sullivan 
Square will be part of the Historic 
Original Battlefield Landmarks 
of Charlestown Heights. 
Governor Sullivan recognized that 
History of the Historic Battlefield 
of Charlestown Heights in the 
1790s. He was there. He built that 
part of the Battlefield History, the 
early Commerce and the beauty 
of old Charlestown’s Commercial 
Core which was destroyed by 
British Tyranny.

Over many years, this last 
Century from 1900 to 2020, 
the Lost Historic District 
at Charlestown Neck has 
been a failed result of The lost 
Historic legacy of Massachusetts 
Transportation Planning 
officials. Massachusetts 
Transportation sought to allow 
swift passage of suburban travel-
ers at the cost of Local residents 
and Charlestown’s landmark 
Historic Perspective. No Battlefield 
Parkways, No Soldier’s Road, 
no Middlesex Canal Memorial 
drive. Bridges, rails and roads 
strangled Charlestown Village. 
No planning for a Bunker Hill 
Memorial Drive for Historic 
Sullivan’s Square, one of the Oldest 
Turnpike links in Massachusetts, 

site of Numerous Historic 
events. Cambridge’s Memorial 
Drive, along the Charles River, 
or Beacon’s Hill Storrow Drive, 
is not the Charlestown Battlefield 
Memorial Parkway along the 
Mystic River. Presently, Sullivan’s 
Square is one of the longest off 
ramps for the City of Boston, for 
the last 50 years, congested with 
asphalt and lit with road signs, 
stoplights and Interstate bridge 
pavement.  

Charlestown Heights residents, 
inside the Neck, should not look 
down on the Historic District 
of Charlestown’s Sullivan’s Square, 
at the Neck. We must work 
together, to include, a renewed 
vision for this forgotten part of 
the Historic Charlestown Heights 
Battlefield in any proposed 
National Historic Battlefield 
Landmarks District, in honor of 
Gov. Sullivan’s first vision for the 
Historic Massachusetts waterway 
to unite Beauty and Commerce.

Don Haska
charlestown

A meSSAGe OF HOPe 
AND WORKING 
TOGeTHeR 

To the Editor,
About three decades ago, 

England’s Queen Elizabeth 
remarked that the previous year 
was a “annus horribilis,” which is 
a Latin phrase for ‘horrible years.’

As I was thinking about this 
past year, the same can be said of 
the state of our nation. This letter 
is not about dwelling on our com-
plicated and horrible year but one 
of hope and working together. 

While reviewing a recent IAG 
meeting regarding the Bunker 
Hill Housing Development, I was 
intrigued after listening to state-
ments by two individuals. 

One, a fervent advocate for 
saving the decades-old trees at the 
Bunker Hill Housing Development 
and the other a fervent advo-
cate for moving the project along 
despite many flaws. The argument 
that there is a high incidence of 
asthma as well as other health 
issues in this area is not in dispute. 
We all are on the same page advo-
cating for a healthier environment 
for all living in the Charlestown 

community. 
However, there is an abundance 

of research citing the value and 
necessity of trees. We are all aware 
of the build-up of carbon dioxide 
in the air with a profound effect 
on our health and well-being. 

Yes, trees factor in by reducing 
polluted air that is a trigger for 
asthma and other health issues. 
What sense does it make to cut 
down hundreds of mature trees 
and replace with young plantings 
that would take decades to be of 
any benefit to us? 

Attending a recent rally to 
save the trees on the Melena Cass 
Boulevard in the South End, I 
came across a flyer that makes 
a lot of sense and validates sav-
ing trees, especially in a compro-
mised neighborhood such as the 
Melena Cass neighborhood, but 
any neighborhood for that matter. 

Many streets in Charlestown 
have newly planted Linden trees 
recognizable by the little green 
bags at the base to contain water 
for the continued growth of that 
tree, although sadly, many die due 

I grew up in a neighborhood 
where everyone pretty much 
looked the same, went to the same 
schools, church, markets, baker-
ies, bank, park, and so forth. It 
was a kind of Irish enclave. We 
followed with passion the Boston 
sports teams. Most had brothers 
and sisters and everyone knew 
everyone else’s family members 
and their story. Anybody’s moth-
er could correct any child and 
hopefully would not carry out 
the threat to tell “your mother.” 
We never knew it was different 
anywhere else, and it was a good 
way to grow up with lots of folks 
a part of your life – a real sense of 
community.

Jesus grew up in Nazareth, a 
small Jewish village in Galilee. I 
imagine it was a closely-knit com-
munity as well. In fact at that time 
in history, almost all folks lived 
this way, each one mutually help-
ing and supporting one another 
through hard times and staying 
safe against external forces.

The arrival in Jerusalem of three 
notable strangers, along with oth-

ers in their team, would have been 
noticed immediately. And when 
the three distinguished foreigners 
started to ask questions about the 
whereabouts of the birth of a new 
Jewish king, everyone including 
King Herod, listened attentively. 
This was a moment that would 
go down in history. The birth of 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, had 
become known outside their local 
quarter and beyond.

The Feast of the Epiphany pulls 
us into the realization that our 
God sent His Son to be born 
among us.  He came, in fact, as 
a member of a small minority 
people -  for them and in fulfill-
ment of promises made to them 
through the ages. Furthermore, 
this Feast makes clear that God’s 
saving action is for all the people: 
in the East and the West, in the 
South and the North – and this 
realization is the true gift of the 
Three Wise Men.

Growing up in small, homoge-
nous areas as many of us have in 
one way or another is such a good 
thing in so many ways. It can also 

be an easy way to exclude from 
one’s world others who are differ-
ent. At its worst, it can re-enforce 
prejudices and bigotry fueled by 
ignorance and small-mindedness.

Every people of every nation 
know something of the struggles 
of prejudice. Even today, the trib-
alism of some people leads to 
the slaughter of others and the 
divisions of peoples along lines of 
race, color, ethnicity, and religion.  
This is nothing new – rather it is 
sadly old.

At the birth of the Child Jesus 
in Bethlehem, the three Wise Men 
from the East announced the 
dawn of a new and universal act 
of God – to be among us as the 
sign of Hope and salvation for 
all humankind. Jesus Christ came 
to set us free for all of this and 
more! This freedom at its core is 
based in the God given dignity 
of every human person, without 
distinction. As followers of Jesus, 
it is up to each of us to live out 
this, God’s vision, in our lives and 
in our world.

(lEttErs Pg. 4)
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to the increased temps and little 
rainwater during the hot summer 
months. 

A few facts about Linden trees 
as stated in the flyer: 

•One Linden tree saves the 
community $114 per year. 

•One Linden tree stores 55 
pounds of carbon and prevents 
340 pounds of carbon from enter-
ing the atmosphere. 

•One Linden tree removes 
17.51 ounces of air pollutants to 
help you breathe clean air. 

•One Linden tree intercepts 
2004 gallons of storm water each 

year preventing flooding and soil 
erosion. 

•One Linden tree saves 113 
kilowatt hours of energy each 
year by keeping your home and 
Business cool. 

Charlestown is not a commu-
nity about them and we, it is a 
community about us. I hope we 
can all work together to better 
each other and promote a unified 
2021 in this one square mile. And 
a Happy, Healthy, Peaceful New 
year and beyond to all.

Anne Kelleher

TWO WAYS TO 
SUPPORT NemPAc 
AND THe ARTS THIS 
HOLIDAY SeASON 

To the Editor,
North End Music & Performing 

Arts Center (NEMPAC) is a 501(c)
(3) community music school and 
performing arts center empow-
ering greater-Boston artists of 
all ages and abilities. Fueled by 
the belief that the arts are an 
expression of our shared human-
ity, NEMPAC enriches the North 
End, Charlestown, and surround-
ing Boston neighborhoods with 
affordable, high-quality perfor-
mances and programming.

During this season of giv-
ing and as we all wrap up this 
challenging year, if you have the 
means, we hope you will make 
a gift to the NEMPAC’s Annual 
Campaign and consider making an 
additional one-time gift to “The 
Next Act” Capital Campaign. 
Your tax-deductible contribution 
is vital during this challenging 
time. The goal is 100% partici-
pation from the community! With 
your support, NEMPAC can con-
tinue to bring music and the per-
forming arts to students, profes-
sionals, and countless community 
audience members. 

NEMPAC’s Annual Campaign 
ends on December 31, 2020, at 

midnight. Your Annual Fund 
donation will make it possible for 
thousands of students, artists, and 
audience members to continue to 
have access to quality and afford-
able arts programming. More than 
ever, this year your contribution 
to the Annual Campaign is crucial 
for the continuation of NEMPAC 
programming, and it is the most 
direct way to help sustain pro-
gramming and day-to-day oper-
ations during these challenging 
months. Because of your support, 
NEMPAC is able to adapt pro-
gramming and performances to 
the conditions of the current glob-
al health crisis, and continue to 
serve its vision of empowering art-
ists of all ages and abilities. Please 
visit NEMPAC’s website to see all 
the ways in which you can donate. 
YOU make these programs possi-
ble, including music and perform-
ing arts instruction for students of 
all ages, school partnerships, inti-
mate professional concerts, and 
free community events. You create 
the artists of tomorrow! To make 
your tax-deductible donation to 
NEMPAC’s Annual Campaign, 
please go to www.nempacboston.
org/donate. 

Through NEMPAC’s “The Next 
Act” Capital Campaign you’ll be 
part of our major renovation proj-
ect to transform 48-50 Tileston 

Street into a state-of-arts music 
center! Located just steps from our 
Prado Studios in Boston’s North 
End, this 2,200 square-foot histor-
ic building will triple our footprint 
in Boston and provide the space 
needed to launch programming 
innovations. NEMPAC’s plans 
include a new music technology 
program, a keyboard lab, and an 
accessible, intimate performance 
space for concerts, workshops, and 
student recitals. The prospect of 
reaching more community mem-
bers with this new building is invig-
orating! A donation to the Capital 
Campaign will bring NEMPAC 
closer to the goal of opening the 
building on Tileston Street by 
Spring 2021! People interested in 
leaving a unique legacy in this 
building with your contribution 
can visit NEMPAC’s website to 
learn about Donor Benefits and 
Naming Right opportunities. To  
For Major Gifts, please contact 
Executive Director, Sherri Snow 
at ssnow@nempacboston.org. To 
make your tax-deductible contri-
bution to NEMPAC’s “The Next 
Act” Capital Campaign, please 
go to www.nempacboston.org/
thenextact. 

North end music and 
Performing Arts center 

(NemPAc)

lEttErs  (from pg. 3)

cal services and programming to 
Charlestown residents. Therefore, 
we will be moving forward with a 
small, one-time Winter 2020-2021 
grant round to ensure that these 
resources continue to be invested 
into the community and support 
those most in need.” 

The Committee indicated the 
primary focus of the Winter grant 
round will be to continue to direct 
resources towards supporting 
Charlestown’s non-profits, parks, 
after-school activities, senior pro-
grams, job training programs, cul-
tural events and related activities 
that promote Charlestown’s her-
itage, quality of life, recreational 
and cultural activities, as outlined 
in the Managing Committee’s 
Guidelines. However, one new 
aspect is that applicants are being 
asked to answer some applica-
tion questions that endeavor to 
understand how the COVID-
19 pandemic has impacted 
Charlestown organizations so that 
the Managing Committee has an 
understanding of this and can 
reflect on it as well while evaluat-
ing applications.

Applications for this grant 
round became available this 
week on Tuesday, December 29. 
Prospective applicants can find 
the application posted on boston.
gov/charlestown-fund or email 
charlestownfund@boston.gov for 
a copy of it. The deadline to sub-
mit applications will be Friday, 
January 29, 2021 at 4 p.m. The 
fund will award grants of up to 
$20,000 – as it has done in the 
past.

To protect the safety of all 
applicants with the COVID-19 
pandemic, applications should 
be submitted via the webpage at 
boston.gov/charlestown-fund, by 
email to charlestownfund@bos-
ton.gov or by mail to the Office or 
Administration & Finance, Boston 
City Hall Room 608, Boston, MA 
02201. Applications must be post-
marked by Friday, January 29, 
2021 in order to be accepted. If 
other arrangements need to be 
made, please contact charlestown-
fund@boston.gov.

While this current round of 
funding takes place, the Committee 
said it will continue working on 

the outline of the larger, new pro-
gram. To date, there would appear 
to be more than $4 million in the 
fund – as Encore paid $2 million in 
Sept. 2019 and is believed to have 
paid the second $2 million this 
past summer. Those are payments 
outlined in the City’s Surrounding 
Community Agreement (SCA) 
with the casino.

The new guidelines will focus 
on four possible funding areas, 
including:

•Supporting Charlestown’s 
non-profits, parks, after school 
activities, senior programs, job 
training programs, cultural events 
and related activities that promote 
Charlestown’s heritage, quality 
of life, recreational and cultural 
activities;

•Improvements to the facilities 
within the City to facilitate water 
transportation and to fund staff-
ing and other public safety initia-
tives related to increased use of 
water transportation in the Boston 
Harbor related to the project;

•Staffing and other public safe-
ty initiatives related to increased 
pedestrian and vehicular traffic 

in the City related to the Project 
following the opening date, and; 

•Any other impacts, including 
any transportation infrastructure 
impacts and the Sullivan Square 
Infrastructure Project.

The Committee indicated it will 
continue working on the new plan, 
and could start making awards 
under those new guidelines in the 
first half of 2021.

“The Managing Committee has 
been diligently working to develop 
a plan to re-launch the Fund’s 
grant program to align with the 
increased funding and additional 
programmatic uses,” read the let-
ter. “However, due to the COVID-
19 pandemic, the re-launch of the 
program has been delayed. The 
Managing Committee intends to 
finalize the details of the new pro-
gram and provide the Charlestown 
neighborhood with an update 
and information regarding the 
re-launch of application rounds in 
late winter 2021.”

In closing, the Committee wrote 
that so many of the non-prof-
its and community organizations 
they have funded over the past 

three years have provided a safety 
net and/or sense of normalcy of 
the Town during the last 10, diffi-
cult months. They wrote that they 
thanked them and looked forward 
to helping those efforts with this 
current round.

“This has been a challenging 
time for many in Charlestown 
and across our city,” they wrote. 
“Communities across the globe 
have been impacted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Every 
industry and sector has been 
affected. Many community based 
organizations have been working 
hard to adapt their programming 
and service delivery to adhere to 
public health guidance and contin-
ue to serve those in need. 

“We want to thank each and 
every one of you for all that you do 
in service to the Charlestown com-
munity and the city of Boston,” it 
continued. “We look forward to 
receiving and reviewing your grant 
applications.”

If there are any questions about 
the Fund or application, contact 
charlestownfund@boston.gov for 
guidance.

The Independent Newspaper Group 
reserves the right to edit letters for space 

and clarity. We regret that we cannot pub-
lish unsigned letters. Please include your 
street and telephone number with your 

submission. The Independent Newspaper 
Group publishes columns, viewpoints and 
letters to the editor as a forum for readers 
to express their opinions and to encour-
age debate. Please note that the opinions 
expressed are not necessarily those of The 
Independent Newspaper Group. Text or 

attachments emailed to editor@reverejour-
nal.com are preferred. 
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suggested by Edwards early in the 
pandemic as it became obvious 
that homeowners and renters who 
had steady income were going to 
lose their earning power – and 
potentially their housing. With 
few programs available for those 
not meeting low-income stan-
dards, Edwards said the program 
was instituted to plug a gap for 
those that need help, but don’t 
necessarily qualify for the usual 
city, state and federal programs.

Meanwhile, coming in at the 
beginning of 2020 as the new chair 
of two committees, Government 
Operations and Housing & 
Community Development, she 
said she was able to champion two 
major efforts to increase equity in 

planning and to potentially allow 
a major change to creating the 
City Budget.

“I pushed for major policy 
milestones like codifying equity in 
planning, making Boston the first-
in-the-nation to do so,” she wrote. 
“This amendment incorporates 
civil rights into zoning, requiring 
developers to meaningfully end 
neighborhood patterns of econom-
ic and racial segregation.”

The second citywide change 
could be decided at the ballot box 
in November 2021, as a Charter 
Change championed by Edwards 
is likely to appear on the ballot – a 
change that will open up the City 
Budget process for the first time in 
a Century.

“In response to national and 
local calls for structural change 
beyond hashtags and symbols, I 
put forth, and the Council passed, 
a ballot initiative to amend the 
City’s Charter,” she wrote. “It 
would allow Councilors the abili-
ty to advocate for their community 
with greater transparency during 
the budget process and create a 
participatory budgeting process. 
This initiative would give the peo-
ple of Boston greater agency over 
their tax dollars.”

Other reform initiatives in 2020 
included Zoning Board Reform 
(with some aspects still at the 
State House awaiting approval), 
the Housing Stability Notification 
Act, and Cannabis Equity in 

Boston.
In Charlestown, she highlighted 

the monthly talks about racism 
and policing that were held at the 
Peace Park or online from June 
through November.

“Together, we’ve prioritized 
community voices at each table 
set before us,” she wrote. “In 
Charlestown, we created and 
maintained space with the youth 
of Turn-It-Around to have tough 
conversations on racism and equi-
ty following the death of George 
Floyd. We also created the first 
youth Impact Advisory Seat within 
the BPDA for the redevelopment 
of Bunker Hill public housing.”

The also highlighted the second 
annual Pride Week flag raising at 

the Schrafft’s Center in June.
Overall, Edwards characterized 

the year as very challenging, and 
said it has been one marked with 
loss – even for herself as she con-
tinues to mourn the sudden loss of 
her boyfriend in October. 

“This year has challenged us 
all,” she said. “Too many of us 
have lost loved ones, including 
myself, or know someone who 
has. Too many have lost their 
homes or their jobs. It is crucial 
we continue to support them as we 
enter the new year. I am so incred-
ibly proud of how we’ve come 
together for others in the face of 
adversity.”

Edwards  (from pg. 1)

*All participants will receive $25 after completion of their 
visit. To complete the visit, participants must create an 
account, give consent, agree to share their electronic 
health records, answer health surveys, and have their 
measurements taken (height, weight, blood pressure, etc.), 
and give blood and urine samples, if asked.

All of Us and the All of Us logo are service marks of the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services.

Why have some communities not 
been a part of medical research?
You can help researchers develop new and better 
treatments that benefit all of us.

Many groups of people have been left out of 
research in the past. That means we know less about 
their health. When you join the All of Us Research 
Program, you'll help researchers learn more about 
what makes people sick or keeps them healthy.

JoinAllofUs.org/NewEngland  
(617) 768-8300 
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Virtual Public Meeting

@BostonPlansBostonPlans.org

Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director/Secretary

Zoom Link: bit.ly/CFRODJan13
Toll Free: (833) 568 - 8864
Meeting ID: 161 062 3707

Zoom Link: bit.ly/CFRODJan15
Toll Free: (833) 568 - 8864
Meeting ID: 160 772 4427

Wednesday, January 13
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM 

Friday, January 15
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Flood Resilience Zoning Overlay District

Project Description:
Please join Boston Planning & Development planning and zoning staff for a virtual meeting to review the draft 
Coastal Flood Resilience Zoning Overlay, which will provide new zoning definitions, dimensional and use 
standards for development projects to promote resilient design and better prepare new and existing buildings 
for future coastal storms and sea level rise. The meeting will include a presentation of the draft zoning article and 
updates to existing zoning, followed by Q&A and comments. 

The same presentation and content will be covered at the meetings on January 13th and 15th. We will take 
comments on the draft Resilience Zoning Overlay until Friday, February 12th. 

Translation and interpretation services can be made available upon request by reaching out to  
chris.busch@boston.gov at least a week in advance of the meeting.

mail to: Chris Busch
 Boston Planning & Development Agency
 One City Hall Square, 9th Floor
 Boston, MA 02201
phone: 617.918.4451
email: chris.busch@boston.gov

Close of Comment Period:
2/12/2021

during World War II 1945-1946. 
His awards include the Army of 
Occupation Medal, World War II 
Victory Medal, and the Asiatic-
Pacific Campaign Medal. 

“I’m hopeful this will help 
everybody,” said Pitella. 

“Administering vaccines to our 
frontline health care workers and 
now some of our most vulnerable 
residents in the Soldiers’ Home 
provides relief and hope that 
there are brighter days ahead for 
all,” said Governor Charlie Baker.  

“We are pleased to start providing 
the first dose to the incredible men 
and women living in the Chelsea 
facilities to offer more protection 
from COVID-19, and remain 
grateful to the dedicated staff who 
are working tirelessly to keep our 
veterans safe and healthy during 
the pandemic.” 

Said Veterans Services Secretary, 
and former Chelsea Soldiers’ 
Home superintendent, Cheryl 
Lussier Poppe, “The Department 
of Veterans’ Services and the 

Soldiers’ Home in Chelsea move 
forward with hope and persever-
ance to a bright future for our 
veteran residents and staff. We 
look forward to continuing our 
work to ensure our veterans are 
cared for, and today’s vaccination 
is another vital step in our mission 
as we continue this commitment. 
The ongoing support of the sur-
rounding community is impactful, 
and deeply appreciated, as we nav-
igate this public health emergency 
together.”

As a Long Term Care facility, 
the Soldiers’ Homes in Chelsea 
is prioritized in Phase One of 
the COVID vaccine distribu-
tion plan. The Soldiers’ Home is 
enrolled in the CDC’s Long-Term 
Care Pharmacy Partnership pro-
gram for the COVID-19 vaccina-
tion administration.

In the coming weeks, there will 
be additional onsite vaccination 
clinics at the Home to vaccinate 
veteran residents and staff. The 
Home is encouraging the vaccine 

for all Veteran residents and staff, 
and are working to obtain consent 
for those interested. COVID vacci-
nation is voluntary for everyone – 
however all people are encouraged 
to get vaccinated.

In addition to the COVID-19 
vaccination at the Soldiers’ Home, 
the facility will continue weekly 
testing and daily symptom check-
ing of all residents and staff. 

VaccinE  (from pg. 1)

TO ADVeRTISe PLeASe cALL 781-485-0588
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Say GOODBYE to 2020 and start the New Year
WITH A RATE THAT CAN’T BE BEAT! 

ACTUAL SIZE

GET 12 WEEKS OF 
EYES ON YOUR AD
CHOOSE FROM 4 COMMUNITIES 

TO ADVERTISE IN!
Don’t miss out on our Professional 

Service Directory Special!

ONLY ONLY 
$$100100

2-PAPER 2-PAPER 
BUYBUY  $$150150
3-PAPER 3-PAPER 
BUYBUY  $$200200
4-PAPER 4-PAPER 
BUY BUY $$250250
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Published every Thursday serving back bay - souTh end - Fenway - kenmore

If you are looking to get in contact with our staff 
or any info related to the Boston Sun please call 

781-485-0588 or contact us via email.
Email addresses are listed on the editorial page.

southbound on...washington?
 check it out on PAGE 7

Time for Mass/Cass 3.0?
WSANA neighbors 

say 2.0 plan is failing

STAYING COOL ON COMM AVE.

BPS looks to hybrid, 
in-person model for fall

By Seth Daniel

The Boston School Committee 
heard a plan from the adminis-
tration of Boston Public Schools 
(BPS) for its proposed plans to 
re-open all schools this fall in a 
hybrid, in-person model where 
students would attend two days a 
week in groups.

Supt. Brenda Cassellius told the 
Committee and also in a letter to 
parents that surveys and commu-
nity meetings have revealed most 

parents are comfortable sending 
their children back to school in 
some fashion. 

“We’ve learned that many par-
ents/guardians wish for their stu-
dents to return to school this fall 
in some capacity,” she wrote in the 
letter. “Under current guidelines, 
BPS will not be able to transport 
the number of students we have 
traditionally brought to and from 
school on our school buses each 
day. Because of the transportation 

By Lauren Bennett

The City Council Committee 
on Ways and Means held a lengthy 
hearing on July 28 regarding Bos-
ton Police Department (BPD) over-
time, after which many councilors 
still had many questions regarding 
different aspects of the BPD struc-

ture and overtime. 
Committee Chair Kenzie Bok 

assured the councilors and the 
public that these questions will 
be part of an extensive follow-up 
with the appropriate departments. 

The City Council voted to pass 
the proposed budget for Fiscal 
Year 2021 in June, which calls 

for the reallocation of $12 million 
in police overtime. Bok said she 
believes it’s the Council’s “respon-
sibility” to ensure that the admin-
istration follows through and real-
izes this savings.

Councilor Andrea Campbell 

City Council holds hearing on police overtime 

Haddon Hall construction work violates 
zoning permit; raises concerns in the Back Bay

Family history becoming a very popular ‘Quarantine Project’

Lisa Jones, a union official with the school bus drivers’ union, spoke 
on Wednesday at a rally in front of City Hall that challenged the BPS 
Re-Opening Plan and called for more safeguards.

(BPS Re-oPening, Pg. 4)

(Police oveRtime, Pg. 9)

By Lauren Bennett

The renovation work at 29 
Commonwealth in the Back Bay, 
known as Haddon Hall, has been 
underway for some time now, but 
the Neighborhood Association of 
the Back Bay (NABB) has raised 

some concerns about recent vio-
lations at the site, which is in a 
Groundwater Conservation Over-
lay District (GCOD).    

In 2017, the property was sold 
to developer Hexagon Properties, 
who wanted to convert it to a pri-
vate club. NABB and many other 

community members were against 
this proposal as they did not feel 
this location was the best one for 
such a use. 

The proposal was eventually 
changed into one for luxury con-

(Haddon Hall, Pg. 3)

Digging out old pics 
and making family 
trees eats up extra time

By Seth Daniel

With ample time in the present, 
many have found themselves delv-
ing deep into the past.

Family history and genealogy 
have become one of the most pop-
ular “Quarantine Projects” over 
the last several months as people 
of all ages found themselves with 
more time and the ability to pick 
up unfinished projects or start new 
“past” times.

That’s exactly what happened 

for Etta Rosen of the South End, 
who had always promised her 
late mother she would catalog 
and label the more than 100 pho-
tos they had of relatives they had 
visited after World War II. There, 
however, had never seemed to be 
enough time to do it just how she 

(genealogy, Pg. 6

By Seth Daniel

Prior to COVID-19, many resi-
dents of the Worcester Square area 
were upbeat about last summer’s 
rollout of the City’s Mass/Cass 
2.0 plan to address homelessness, 
drug addiction and quality of life 
on the corridor, but now neighbors 

are calling the program a complete 
failure.

In the wake of several unmet 
deadlines for the promised six-
month report on 2.0, a pub-
lic dashboard that would give 
detailed metrics of the plan, and 
the recent new homeless shelter 

(WSana, Pg. 8)

It’s been hot outside, but staying cool on the Comm Ave Mall is old William Lloyd Garrison, who is com-
memorated as one of many statues on the Mall. With temperatures in the 90s for several days this week, resi-
dents have flocked outside in the mornings and evenings to enjoy such scenes.

T H E R E  A R E  N O  T I M E S  l I K E  T H E S E  T I M E S
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By Lauren Bennett

The City Council Committee 
on Ways and Means held a lengthy 
hearing on July 28 regarding Bos-
ton Police Department (BPD) over-
time, after which many councilors 
still had many questions regarding 
different aspects of the BPD struc-
ture and overtime. 

Committee Chair Kenzie Bok 
assured the councilors and the 
public that these questions will 
be part of an extensive follow-up 
with the appropriate departments. 

The City Council voted to pass 
the proposed budget for Fiscal 
Year 2021 in June, which calls 
for the reallocation of $12 million 

in police overtime. Bok said she 
believes it’s the Council’s “respon-
sibility” to ensure that the admin-
istration follows through and real-
izes this savings.

Councilor Andrea Campbell 
started by saying she would have 
liked to see even more money 
removed from the police budget, 
and stated that she has seen an 
“uptick in homicides and stab-
bings” in her district of Dorches-
ter and Mattapan. She said that 
she has heard conversations in the 
community that the lowering of 
the overtime budget is leading to 
less police officers out in the com-

BOOK YOUR 
POST IT

Call Your 
Advertising Rep
(781)485-0588

For the latest news in Beacon Hill that you need to know, check 

www.beaconhilltimes.com

Beacon Hill Civic Association 
Community Corner

Beacon Hill Civic Association 
Committees

Every spring, the Beacon Hill 
Civic Association publishes its 
Annual Report covering com-
mittee accomplishments during 
the past year. We’ll be sharing the 
committees’ reports here over the 
next weeks.

Parks & Public Spaces
 Committee

The Parks & Public Spac-
es Committee is charged with 
monitoring the condition of our 
neighborhood’s greenspaces, pri-
marily the Common, the Public 
Garden and the Esplanade. We 

(BHca Pg. 4)

COOLING OFF ON THE COMMON

(Police, Pg.6)

PHOTOS BY D. MURPHY

The Tadpole Playground, which remains a popular destination for families from Boston and beyond. City Council holds lengthy 
hearing on police overtime

By Times staff

A truck carrying an oversized 
metal frame cut a swath through 
the neighborhood on Wednesday, 
July 22, at about 8:30 a.m., top-
pling a tree and spinning a postal 
box around on the sidewalk near 
the corner of Revere and Garden 
streets in the process.

A reader who alerted us to this 

matter said she has observed count-
less over-sized vehicles “get into 
trouble” while cutting through the 
neighborhood during the 20 years 
she has lived on Beacon Hill.

“It makes me wonder why, 
at the least, there’s no signage at 
the corner of Charles and Revere 
streets that warns drivers of 
what lies ahead,” Deborah Holt 
wrote. “Full-sized tour buses (of 

which there have been several) and 
very large trucks cannot negotiate 
the turns required to exit down to 
Cambridge Street or up to Myrtle 
Street.   Revere Street is especial-
ly susceptible to being used as a 
cut-through by unfamiliar drivers 
because of the direct access from 
Storrow Drive.  There should be 
signage that strongly warns driv-

Truck cutting through neighborhood leaves destruction in its path

(tRuck, Pg. 12)

By Seth Daniel

Capt. Robert Ciccolo comes 
from a long line of police officers 
in his family, but that didn’t mean 
he knew he wanted to be a police 
officer too.

In fact, the 37-year veteran said 
it took him awhile to decide his line 
of work, which was cemented after 
joining the Boston Police Cadet 
program in the 1980s. Now, he is 
the new leader of the Charlestown 
and Downtown Police Area (A-15 
and A-1), coming from a supervi-
sory role on the Night Command 
for the North of the City – which 
included Charlestown.

“Policing wasn’t always my first 

choice,” he said. “I was a young 
man who wasn’t sure where I 
wanted to go. It wasn’t like all 
my life I wanted to be a cop like 

Captain Robert Ciccolo.

Being Safe and Feeling Safe
Capt. Ciccolo new leader of downtown police district

(ciccolo, Pg. 9)

By Seth Daniel

The Zoning Board of Appeals 
(ZBA) has sent an appeal of the 
restaurant permit for recent-
ly-opened Tatte Bakery + Café in 
the Warren Street office building 
to the Law Department for further 
review.

Abutter Ken Flynn appealed 
the decision of the Inspectional 
Services Department (ISD) for 
issuing a building permit for 
Tatte to build out its restaurant 
– an appeal that was delayed by 
COVID-19 shutdowns while the 

construction of Tatte motored on 
towards its July opening.

On July 21, the ZBA took up 
the appeal by Flynn, who was 
represented by Attorney Nina 
Pickering-Cook. The gist of his 
appeal is that Urban Renewal 
is butting up against zoning. 
Typically, the Urban Renewal Plan 
(URP) supersedes any zoning laws, 
and Flynn argues that a restaurant 
is not defined as a retail use in 
Urban Renewal. A few years ago, 
after a long fight over the prop-
erty, Flynn agreed to a retail use 

By Seth Daniel

Capt. Robert Ciccolo comes 
from a long line of police officers 
in his family, but that didn’t mean 
he knew he wanted to be a police 
officer too.

In fact, the 37-year veteran said 
it took him awhile to decide his line 
of work, which was cemented after 
joining the Boston Police Cadet 
program in the 1980s. Now, he is 
the new leader of the Charlestown 
and Downtown Police Area (A-15 
and A-1), coming from a supervi-
sory role on the Night Command 
for the North of the City – which 
included Charlestown.

“Policing wasn’t always my first 
choice,” he said. “I was a young 
man who wasn’t sure where I 
wanted to go. It wasn’t like all 
my life I wanted to be a cop like 
my dad. I wasn’t sure as a teen. 
Then I graduated high school and 
decided to look at the cadet pro-
gram. The Cadets are wonderful 
because it allowed me to work 
in the Police Department before I 

actually became a police officer.”
Ciccolo’s father was a Boston 

Police Officer, and so was his 
uncle. He also has a niece and a 
nephew who are Boston Police 
Officers as well. He joined the 

Cadets in 1983, and was officially 
sworn in as an officer in 1987.

Ciccolo has a very diverse career 
within BPD. He was a patrolman 
and sergeant in Mattapan and a 
lieutenant in Jamaica Plain and the 
Station Captain in Hyde Park for 
a time. He’s been the commander 
of the dispatch operations and 
also led the Hackney Division. 
Most recently, he spent the last 
four and a half years as the Night 
Commander for the North Zone.

One of the things he likes is the 
changes one can make within the 
department.

“It’s a wonderful job in you 
can have so many different jobs 
without leaving the same employ-
er,” he said. “There are such a 
wide variety of functions you can 
work at. I think a benefit of a 
large department is you can re-in-
vigorate yourself periodically by 
making such changes.”

And, of course, change is a key 
word these days in policing and 
Ciccolo said he is concentrating as 
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By Seth Daniel

When Republican 
Congressional Candidate Rayla 
Campbell prayed for an opportu-
nity to run for office, she had no 
idea just how elaborately – and 
at times hurtfully – that prayer 
would be answered.

Yet, that answered prayer 
brought her to a home on Eden 
Street on July 22 for a house 
party in her honor with a healthy 
group of Charlestown resi-
dents and movers-and-shakers 
ready to back her campaign for 
the 7th Congressional District 
against sitting Congresswoman 
Ayanna Pressley. The new-found 
Charlestown backing is the kind of 
support that has come out of left 
field for the Randolph Republican, 
who is an African American 
woman and Trump supporter that 
was recently the target of a racial-
ly-charged, vulgar and offensive 
video posted by Boston communi-
ty organizer (Violence in Boston, 
Inc. founder) Monica Cannon-
Grant – a long-time campaign sup-
porter for Pressley. Cannon-Grant 
was upset Campbell was running 
against Pressley, and that members 
of the conservative Super Happy 
Fun Group showed up uninvited 
at some of Campbell’s events – a 
group that organized last sum-

mer’s Straight Pride Parade.
The video has gone viral in 

every sense of the word, viral in 
the sense that it has sickened peo-
ple all across the region and viral 

7th Heaven
In wake of video, Republican Candidate Campbell finds 
supporters in Democratic strongholds like Charlestown

Republican Congressional 
Candidate Rayla Campbell 
speaks to potential voters during 
a house party fundraiser for 
her in Charlestown on July 22. 
Campbell is running against 
Congresswoman Ayanna Pressley 
in the 7th District, but as an 
African American woman who 
is a Republican and a Trump 
supporter – she has drawn the 
ire of many Pressley supporters, 
including a horribly offensive 
and vulgar video posted by a 
well-connected community orga-
nizer in Boston.

USS Constitution 
Mesueum talks 
Civil War ships

By Michael Manning - Overseer -        

USS Constitution Museum    

What is the best known war-
ship designed and built in the 
Charlestown Navy Yard?  You’d 
say, well, the USS Constitution, 
of course.  However, you’d be 
off by approximately 700 yards.  
The USS Constitution was built 
in Edmund Hartt’s shipyard in 
Boston’s North End, located at 
the present site of the United 
States Coast Guard facility on 
Commercial Street.

Most naval historians agree 
that a number of famous warships 
were designed and built in the 
Charlestown Navy Yard.  One 
of the better known vessels: the 
USS Merrimack.  The Merrimack, 

named after the river, was one 
of six hybrid-powered frigates 
ordered in 1854 by the US Navy.  
She was launched in 1855 after 14 
months of construction at what 

was then known as the Boston 
Navy Yard (in Charlestown).  As 
hybrid-powered vessels, this class 
of frigates had both sails and a 

Stories from the Shipyard

Being Safe and Feeling Safe
Capt. Ciccolo new leader of downtown police district

Fight on 40 Warren goes to 
legal Dept., Tatte CEO resigns

(camPBell Pg. 12)

Images courtesy of Hampton Roads Museum

USS Monitor (foreground) versus CSS Virginia (background)

(SHiPyaRd Pg. 4)

Capt. Robert Ciccolo has taken 
over as the leader of the down-
town police district, including 
Areas A-1 (Downtown) and A-15 
(Charlestown). 

(ciccolo Pg. 4)
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PuBlISHED EVERy OTHER THuRSDAy

By John Lynds

At his daily briefing last week 
Mayor Martin Walsh commented 
on the draft plan Boston Public 
School (BPS) Superintendent 
Brenda Cassellius submitted to the 
school committee. 

According to the plan a return 
to school this fall would combine 
in-person and remote learning. 

Mayor Walsh said the draft 
plan submitted by Cassellius and 
her team included a great deal of 
research, dialogue, thought, and 
care. He also reminded families 

that the process of getting input 
and feedback from communities 
continues. 

The next BPS reopening pub-
lic community meeting is this 
Thursday, July 30 and Walsh said 
BPS wants to hear from commu-
nity members as they continue 
planning for the fall.

To sign up for the meeting visit 
https://www.bostonpublicschools.
org. 

“Your feedback is critical and 
will guide many important deci-
sions required to ensure a safe and 
healthy return to school buildings 

in September,” said Walsh. 
Walsh added that he under-

stands that families are anxious 
to see a final plan. He reminded 
everyone that it is important to 
take our time and get it right. 
Public health data guides these 
decisions, and the City continues 
to monitor that data and prioritize 
the health and safety of children, 
teachers, and staff. 

He also said equity is a central 
concern to the reopening process. 

“By September, children will 
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BEAT THE SUMMER HEAT
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By Seth Daniel

Capt. Robert Ciccolo comes 
from a long line of police officers 
in his family, but that didn’t mean 
he knew he wanted to be a police 
officer too.

In fact, the 37-year veter-
an said it took him awhile to 
decide his line of work, which 
was cemented after joining the 
Boston Police Cadet program in 
the 1980s. Now, he is the new 
leader of the Charlestown and 
Downtown Police Area (A-15 and 
A-1), coming from a supervisory 
role on the Night Command for 
the North of the City – which 
included Charlestown.

“Policing wasn’t always my 
first choice,” he said. “I was 
a young man who wasn’t sure 
where I wanted to go. It wasn’t 
like all my life I wanted to be a 
cop like my dad. I wasn’t sure 
as a teen. Then I graduated high 
school and decided to look at the 
cadet program. The Cadets are 
wonderful because it allowed me 
to work in the Police Department 

before I actually became a police 
officer.”

Ciccolo’s father was a Boston 
Police Officer, and so was his 
uncle. He also has a niece and a 
nephew who are Boston Police 
Officers as well. He joined the 
Cadets in 1983, and was officially 
sworn in as an officer in 1987.

Ciccolo has a very diverse career 
within BPD. He was a patrolman 
and sergeant in Mattapan and a 
lieutenant in Jamaica Plain and 
the Station Captain in Hyde Park 
for a time. He’s been the com-

By Phil Orlandella

New Health has opened 
a COVID-19 testing site in the 
Nazzaro Community Center park-
ing lot for North End residents.

The site is open, rain or shine 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
9 a.m. to 12 p.m.. No symptoms 
unnecessary to book an appoint-
ment at 617-643-8000.

After the opening, New Health 
recognized Representative Aaron 
Michlewitz for helping to establish 
the North End COVID-19 testing 
site in the neighborhood.

Entrance to the testing site is 
from North Bennet Street. No 
access from Prince Street.

According to New Health, 
“Testing is available without a 
referral. Residents who are not 
exhibiting symptoms can be tested. 
Proof of residency is required.”

Prior to testing, a telehealth test 
will be conducted which is appar-
ently covered by major health 
insurance providers. Those who 
have no insurance will be tested 
free.

“I want to make sure our most 
vulnerable residents are kept safe 
during this pandemic,” said New 
Health CEO James Luisi.

He added, “We’ve opened this 
site close to encourage residents 
of the North End to come and get 
tested.”

Captain Robert Ciccolo.

New COVID-19 testing site 
now open in the North End

PHOTO BY MATT CONTI

There are several fountains and other places, including the Mirabella Pool, in the area to cool off this summer, 
and enjoy the other activities taking place at the popular area. 

Walsh comments on BPS’s draft plan for fall reopening

By John Lynds

After reporting a seven percent 
increase in the COVID-19 infec-
tion rate in the North End two 
weeks ago the infection rate here 
has only risen 2.8 percent. 

According to the latest data 
released by the Boston Public 
Health Commission (BPHC) on 

Friday the North End, as well as 
West End, Beacon Hill, Back Bay 
and Downtown the infection rate 
rose only 2.8 percent in the past 
two weeks. 

On Friday the BPHC released 
its weekly COVID-19 stats by 
neighborhood that tracks infec-
tion rates and COVID testing 
results in Boston neighborhoods. 

The BPHC data released last 
Friday showed the North End, 
West End, Beacon Hill, Back Bay 
and Downtown had an infection 
rate of 91.7 cases per 10,000 
residents, up from 89.2 cases per 
10,000 residents two week ago. 

The number of confirmed cases 

Latest COVID-19 update information for North End

(uPdate Pg. 5)

Being Safe and Feeling Safe
Capt. Ciccolo new leader of downtown police district

(ciccolo Pg. 2)

This New Year’s Eve will 
require additional efforts by the 
Massachusetts Alcoholic Beverages 
Control Commission (ABCC) 
enforcement team. In addition to 
its annual impaired driving pro-
gram, agency Investigators will be 
ensuring that restaurants and bars 
throughout the Commonwealth 
comply with COVID Safety 
Standards and the 10 PM manda-
tory night-time closing period.

“This holiday season is unlike 
any other and for that reason 

alone we must remain diligent,” 
said State Treasurer Deborah 
B. Goldberg, who oversees the 
ABCC. “We want to ensure that 
everyone is celebrating the holiday 
safely, while also limiting the risk 
of exposure to themselves and 
loved ones.”

To date, Investigators have 
found the majority of restau-
rants to be in compliance with 
the Governor’s Orders and Safety 
Standards. Facility layouts are 
maintaining proper distancing and 

restaurant staff and patrons have 
been wearing proper facial cover-
ings. However, 38 bars have had 
their liquor licenses indefinitely 
suspended, when the commission 
found that they had flagrantly 
violated the Safety Standards while 
several more have pending hear-
ings.

Treasurer Goldberg announced 
today that the impaired driving 
enforcement efforts will focus on 
bars previously identified as those 
most frequently known to sell alco-

hol to a convicted drunk driver. In 
addition to police stops of impaired 
drivers, Sale to Intoxicated Persons 
(SIP) enforcement by the ABCC 
is considered an effective tool by 
Alcohol Law Enforcement (ALE) 
officials nationwide. These offi-
cials agree that consistent enforce-
ment of laws prohibiting the sale 
of alcohol to intoxicated persons 
is vital to impaired driving preven-
tion, as well as an overall reduc-
tion in criminal activity.

“These efforts support safer 

roads throughout Massachusetts,” 
added Treasurer Goldberg. “This 
kind of enforcement establishes a 
long-term deterrence for bar own-
ers from over-serving, helping keep 
the public safe.”

Alcohol is involved in 40% of 
traffic crash fatalities resulting in 
17,013 fatalities and injuring an 
estimated 275,000 people annu-
ally. Data indicates that well over 
50% of impaired driving arrests 
originate at bars.

C H A R L E S T O W N  B E A T

POLIce/cOmmUNITY meeTING: Meet the police & discuss public 
safety issues on the last Wednesday of every month at the police station, 20 
Vine Street, at 6:00 p.m., 2nd floor, community room.
POLIce ReLATeD INFO: Contact the District A-1 Community Service 
Office at 617-343-4627. 

Aggravated Assault
12/23/20 - As a result of a dis-

pute on Polk Street, an individual 
suffered a stab wound to his hand. 
The suspect responsible fled the 
area on a moped, but was identi-
fied by officers, and warrants for 
his arrest are being sought.

OUI
12/23/20 - As a result of a 

motor vehicle accident on Main 
Street, an individual was placed 
under arrest for operating a motor 
vehicle under the influence. 

Larceny
12/24/20 – A victim on Carney 

Court reported a package deliv-
ered to her home had been stolen. 
A witness identified the party that 

took the item and then matter is 
under investigation.

Auto Theft
12/24/20 – A victim on Tufts 

Street informed officers that she 
started her Nissan Rouge and left 
it running while she went back 
in her home, but when she came 
back outside, the car was gone.

Investigate Property
12/26/20 – A victim reported 

when he went to his storage unit 
on Rutherford Avenue to pick 
up his property, he saw that over 
$200,ooo worth of electronics and 
jewelry were missing. Detectives 
will investigate, and camera foot-
age might be available to police.

Bunker Hill Community 
College (BHCC) received a contin-
uation in accreditation status from 
the New England Commission of 
Higher Education (NECHE). The 
accreditation establishes that the 
College has demonstrated itself to 
be educationally effective and a 
good steward of public resources. 
NECHE accreditation encompass-
es the entire institution and is a 
critical eligibility requirement for 
student access to federal financial 
aid as it allows BHCC to partic-
ipate in Title V Pell grant fund-
ing. Over 60% of BHCC students 
receive financial aid to complete 
their studies. The continuation 
in accreditation will dramatically 
increase access and degree com-
pletion. 

The reaccreditation followed a 

rigorous self-study and peer-re-
view process that involved facul-
ty, staff, administration, students, 
and the Board of Trustees and a 
virtual visit from the Commission 
this past spring that found the 
College in compliance with the 
Standards of Accreditation.

“The Commission commends 
Bunker Hill Community College 
for its institutional achievements 
and its continued commitment to 
and focus on student success,” 
said the Commission in a let-
ter announcing its recommenda-
tion for the College’s continued 
accreditation. “The College’s use 
of local and national datasets, 
such as Achieving the Dream, 
AACC’s Volunteer Framework of 
Accountability, and BHCC’s pro-
gram reviews to inform planning 

and decision making is particular-
ly noteworthy.”

The Commission went on to 
commend BHCC for its efforts to 
address the needs of its student 
community through initiatives 
such as the DISH Food Pantry 
and the Pao Arts Center partner-
ship, and noted the success of the 
College’s LifeMap and Learning 
Communities initiatives.

“The roots of our success reach 
back a decade to those innovations 
and early efforts that prepared the 
path we are currently on,” said 
BHCC President Pam Eddinger 
in a letter to the College commu-
nity. “I want to thank everyone 
who contributed to our current 
success through work in teaching 
and learning, student service, and 
support. We should be very proud 

and ready to see BHCC through 
another ten years of service to our 
students and our community” 

BHCC has been accredit-
ed by NECHE (formerly the 
Commission on Institutions of 
Higher Education of the New 
England Association of Schools 
and Colleges, NEASC) since 1976, 
and was last reviewed in 2010. 

In accordance with 
Commission policy requiring an 
interim (fifth-year) report of all 
institutions on a decennial eval-
uation cycle, BHCC will submit 
its interim report in Spring 2025. 
The Commission requested that 
the report emphasize the College’s 
success in implementing institu-
tion-wide assessment processes, 
including assessment of its A.A. 
Liberal Arts program and General 

Education curriculum revisions; 
maintaining financial stability and 
addressing facilities concerns; and 
implementing plans to assess its 
governance structures.

NECHE is one of seven accred-
iting commissions in the United 
States that provide institutional 
accreditation on a regional basis. 
Accreditation is voluntary and 
applies to the institution as a 
whole. The Commission, which is 
recognized by the U.S. Department 
of Education, accredits approxi-
mately 220 institutions in the six-
state New England region as well 
as several American-style institu-
tions overseas.

bunker Hill community college receives 10-year accreditation from NecHe

Abcc New Year’s eve enforcement to combine impaired driving crackdown
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First Night® Boston, New 
England’s longest-running New 
Year’s Eve celebration, announced 
today its full performance schedule 
for its New Year’s Eve broadcast, 
and features an array of perform-
ers from Boston and beyond across 
all genres of music.

Beginning at 6:00 p.m. and con-
tinuing until 2:00 a.m., a stream of 
musical and artistic performances 
will showcase a diverse range of tal-
ents for audiences celebrating from 
home as the Covid-19 pandemic 
continues to disrupt everyday life. 
Held every year since 1975, First 
Night Boston is an annual celebra-
tion of the city’s arts, culture, and 
people. Since 2015, the event has 
culminated with lights, fireworks, 
ice sculptures, and music in Copley 
Square. 

“First Night Boston has been a 
cherished tradition for more than 
four decades, and a celebration of 
this size simply doesn’t just can-
cel,” said Dusty Rhodes, event 
director. “This city is packed with 
brilliant artists and rising stars who 
depend on events like First Night to 
showcase their talents, and we’re 
thrilled to move part of the show 
online and to the air.” In addition 
to the online stream, a special First 
Night Boston broadcast will air 
on NBC10 Boston from 7:00 p.m. 
– 8:00 p.m., and on NECN and 
NBC Sports Boston from 11:00 
p.m. – 12:01 a.m. 

The show kicks off at 6:00 p.m., 
and the first hour will feature per-
formances from the Greater Bos-
ton Chinese Cultural Association 
(GBCCA), jazz from the Makanda 
Project, a booming organ perfor-
mance from the Church of Chris-
tian Science, and a dance set by 
North Shore’s Guardians of Isado-
ra.

From 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., it’s 
the Boston Youth Chamber giving 
way to highly acclaimed pianist 
Yelena Beriyeva, while Boston Gay 

Men’s Chorus closes out the hour 
after additional performances by 
GBCCA and Makanda Project. 

The Skating Club of Boston 
kicks off the 8:00 p.m. hour with 
a lineup of figure skating routines 
from Olympic hopefuls. Hyde 
Park’s Sweet Harmony performs 
their first of two upbeat sets before 
vocalist Maddi Ryan takes the 
stage, and East Boston’s Veronica 
Robles represents Boston’s first 
all-female mariachi band. 

The countdown continues with 
rising star Alli Haber kicking off 
the 9:00 p.m. hour, before giving 
way to the African and Caribbean 
beats of Zili Misik. The all-men 
quintet On the Outside performs a 
short set before the local Dempsey 
Sisters and Mandi Crimmins rock 
the house. 

The fifth hour features segments 
from Lori McKenna and Kemp 
Harris shot at Boston’s Boch Cen-
ter, while Boston hip-hopper Nan-
cia drops some beats with local 
scenes. Performances from rockers 
Sons of Levin and soulful Of Sea 

and Stone bring us to the 11:00 
p.m. hour, when NECN and NBC 
Sports Boston pick up the final 
countdown.   

The online stream will resume 
after midnight with some of the 
evening’s most popular perfor-
mances re-airing until 2:00 a.m. 
The latest stream schedule is 
attached to this release, and avail-
able at www.firstnightboston.org. 

In a normal year, hundreds of 
thousands of guests visit Copley 
Square and the surrounding area 
on New Year’s Eve. The event 
showcases Boston’s beauty in a 
night of light, music, and First 
Night Boston is supported entirely 
by contributions from the corpo-
rate community and the general 
public. Event sponsors for 2021 
include the City of Boston, Xfinity, 
Conventures, The Boston Founda-
tion, The Greater Boston Visitors 
and Convention Bureau, Strega 
Entertainment, and NBC Boston. 
Donations can be made to help 
support the event at the event web-
site, www.firstnightboston.org.

house. 

The fifth hour features segments from Lori McKenna and Kemp 
Harris shot at Boston’s Boch Center, while Boston hip-hopper Nancia 
drops some beats with local scenes. Performances from rockers 
Sons of Levin and soulful Of Sea and Stone bring us to the 11:00 
p.m. hour, when NECN and NBC Sports Boston pick up the final 
countdown.   

The online stream will resume after midnight with some of the 
evening’s most popular performances re-airing until 2:00 a.m. The 
latest stream schedule is attached to this release, and available 
at www.firstnightboston.org. 

In a normal year, hundreds of thousands of guests visit Copley 
Square and the surrounding area on New Year’s Eve. The event 
showcases Boston’s beauty in a night of light, music, and First Night 
Boston is supported entirely by contributions from the corporate 
community and the general public. Event sponsors for 2021 include 
the City of Boston, Xfinity, Conventures, The Boston Foundation, The 
Greater Boston Visitors and Convention Bureau, Strega 
Entertainment, and NBC Boston. Donations can be made to help 
support the event at the event website, www.firstnightboston.org. 

 
Full	Performance	Schedule
 
 
 
(As	of	December	22,	2020.	All	7mes	subject	to	minor	changes.)
 

Stream	Schedule,	December	31,	2020				www.firstnightboston.org

Performer Performance
Es,mated	
Hit	Time

Style

6:00	-	7:00	p.m.
GBCCA	Kick-Off	
Parade

First	Night	2020	
Parade	Clip 6:00	p.m.

Interpreta7v
e	Dance

Boston	Guzheng	
Ensemble Peng	Ba	Ban 6:01	p.m.

Tradi7onal,	
virtual	
performance

Makanda	Project It	Takes	a	While 6:05	p.m. Jazz
First	Church	of	Christ,	
Scien7st

Fugue	in	E-Flat	
Major,	by	Bach 6:17	p.m.

Organ	
Recital

Guardians	of	Isadora Dance	Set 6:23	p.m.

Avant	Gard	
Women's	
Dance	
Group

Makanda	Project Caribe 6:32	p.m. Jazz

GBCCA	Chinese	Music	
Ensemble Divina7on 6:44	p.m.

Chinese	
Virtual	
Ensemble

Chu	Ling	Dance	
Academy

Dance	Set
6:49	p.m.

Chinese	
Dance

Chester	Brezniak	&	
Yelena	Beriyeva

Donald	
Mar7no's		Sona
ta	for	Clarinet	
and	Piano 6:53	p.m.

Piano	and	
Clarinet	Duo

	
7:00	p.m.	-	8:00	p.m.
Boston	Youth	
Chamber

Holiday	
Favorites 7:01	p.m. Violin	Trio

Yelena	Beriyeva
Aram	
Khachaturian’s	
Toccata 7:07	p.m.

Piano	Solo

Chu	Ling	Dance	
Academy Dance	Set 7:12	p.m. Ar7s7c
GBCCA	Choral	Society Yueqin 7:16	p.m. Choral
Makanda	Project Why	Not 7:20	p.m. Jazz
GBCCA	Yo-Yo	Troupe Dance	Set 7:33	p.m. Ar7s7c

Kim	Tavares
Don't	Know	
Why 7:44	p.m.

Female	
Vocalist

Old	South	Church Pops	and	Pipes 7:48	p.m.
Organ	
Recital

Boston	Gay	Men's	
Chorus

Prayer	for	
Peace 7:54	p.m. Choral

	
8:00	p.m.	-	9:00	p.m.

Ska7ng	Club	of	Boston Performances 8:00	p.m.

Figure	
Ska7ng	
Performance

Sweet	Harmony
Set	1 8:26	p.m.

Song	and	
Dance	
Troupe

Boston	Synchrony	
Chinese	Percussion	
Ensemble

Drum	
Performance 8:35	p.m. Ar7s7c

Maddi	Ryan Set 8:39	p.m.
Female	
Vocalist

Veronica	Robles Set 8:49	p.m.
Female	
Mariachi

	
9:00	p.m.	-	10:00	p.m.

Alli	Haber Set 9:00	p.m.
Female	
Vocalist

Zili	Misik Set 9:08	p.m. R&B/Soul

Sweet	Harmony
Set	2 9:16	p.m.

Song	and	
Dance	
Troupe

Paco Set 9:27	p.m. Oldies
On	the	Outside Set 9:33	p.m. Boy	Band
Boston	Gay	Men's	
Chorus

Prayer	for	
Peace 9:38	p.m. Choral

Dempsey	Sisters Set 9:45	p.m. Pop
Mandi	Crimmins Set 9:52	p.m. Rock

	
10:00	p.m.	-	11:00	p.m.

Kemp	Harris

Boch	Center’s	
Ghost	Light	
Series 10:00	p.m. Solo	Piano

Boston	Gay	Men's	
Chorus Relax! 10:10	p.m. Choral

Lori	McKenna

Boch	Center’s	
Ghost	Light	
Series 10:16	p.m. Solo		

Boston	Synchrony	
Chinese	Percussion	
Ensemble

Drum	
Performance 10:26	p.m. Ar7s7c

Nancia Get	Low 10:30	p.m. Hip-Hop
Sons	of	Levin Set 10:35	p.m. Rock	Band

Of	Sea	and	Stone Set 10:46	p.m.
Alterna7ve	
Duo

	
11:00	p.m.	-	12:01	a.m.
Recorded	Stream	on	NECN
Recorded	Stream	on	NBC	Sports	Boston
12:01	a.m.	-	2:00	a.m
Re-Air	of	9:00	p.m.	-	11:00	p.m.	
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Interpreta7v
e	Dance

Boston	Guzheng	
Ensemble Peng	Ba	Ban 6:01	p.m.

Tradi7onal,	
virtual	
performance

Makanda	Project It	Takes	a	While 6:05	p.m. Jazz
First	Church	of	Christ,	
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Fugue	in	E-Flat	
Major,	by	Bach 6:17	p.m.

Organ	
Recital

Guardians	of	Isadora Dance	Set 6:23	p.m.

Avant	Gard	
Women's	
Dance	
Group

Makanda	Project Caribe 6:32	p.m. Jazz

GBCCA	Chinese	Music	
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Chinese	
Virtual	
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Chu	Ling	Dance	
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Chinese	
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Clarinet	Duo
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Favorites 7:01	p.m. Violin	Trio

Yelena	Beriyeva
Aram	
Khachaturian’s	
Toccata 7:07	p.m.
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Ska7ng	
Performance

Sweet	Harmony
Set	1 8:26	p.m.
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Drum	
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Boston	Synchrony	
Chinese	Percussion	
Ensemble

Drum	
Performance 10:26	p.m. Ar7s7c
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About First Night Boston
First Night Boston is a production of Boston Celebrations, Inc., a 501 
(c) (3) non-profit organization. The New Year's Eve celebration 
traditionally features family-friendly programming such as a parade 
down Boylston Street, hand-crafted ice sculptures, performances 
from local musicians and artists, and of course the highly anticipated 
“Copley Countdown” to 2021. All First Night Boston activities are free 
and open to the public. For more information and a list of events, 
please visit www.firstnightboston.org

# # #
 
 

If you would rather not receive future communications from Conventures, Inc., let us know 
by clicking here.
Conventures, Inc., 88 Black Falcon Avenue, Suite 202, Boston, MA 02210 United States

First Night boston announces full broadcast schedule

Janis Pacheco, Realtor 
ABR, CLHMS, CNS, SRS, PSA
License #9514808

617-775-0590  
Coldwell Banker Realty

Janis.Pacheco@NEMoves.com  
janissellsbostonhomes.com 

Please call me for all your real estate needs!

59 CHELSEA STREET, CHARLESTOWN
3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, central a/c, private patio, 
master suite with private deck, 2-car deeded garage 
parking. 
Offered at:  $1,325,000. 
OPEN HOUSE Sunday, January 3
12:00-1:30 p.m. - by appointment only
 (CDC Guidelines will be followed, Masks Required!)

TOWNHOUSE AT THE NAUTICA         

INDEPENDENT
THE

N E W S P A P E R S

 

Size: 160x600 IAB
$30000 per month/per site

3 SPOTS AVAILABLE 
ON EACH SITE  

JUST A CLICK AWAY

reverejournal.com• winthroptranscript.com 
lynnjournal.com • everettindependent.com • eastietimes.com 

chelsearecord.com • charlestownbridge.com • beaconhilltimes.com
northendregionalreview.com • thebostonsun.com
jamaicaplaingazette.com • missionhillgazette.com

Traffic reports available upon request

Call your Rep. at 781-485-0588

First Come - First Served

Sales Rep Ext
Deb x101   Kathy x110   Maureen x103   Sioux x125   Peter x106

$30000 per month/per site

12 COMMUNITIES TO CHOOSE FROM

Combo Rates available! 
Buy any 3 sites, get 4th FREE
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TO ADVeRTISe PLeASe cALL 781-485-0588
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From students, 

faculty, and staff at

MGH INSTITUTE OF  
HEALTH PROFESSIONS
Charlestown Navy Yard

www.mghihp.edu

f
HAPPY HOLIDAYS  
to Our Friends and  
Neighbors in Charlestown

AAss  wwee  bbiidd  ffaarreewweellll  ttoo  aa  cchhaalllleennggiinngg  yyeeaarr  aanndd  llooookk  

ffoorrwwaarrdd  wwiitthh  hhooppee  ttoo  22002211,,  tthhee  rreeaall  eessttaattee  mmaarrkkeett  iiss  

eexxppeecctteedd  ttoo  ccoonnttiinnuuee  iittss  ppoossiittiivvee  aanndd  rroobbuusstt  ttrreenndd..  

IInntteerreesstt  rraatteess  rreemmaaiinn  llooww  aanndd  sstteeaaddyy..  HHoommee  vvaalluueess  aarree  

iinnccrreeaassiinngg  aanndd  ppootteennttiiaall  bbuuyyeerrss  aarree  oonn  tthhee  rriissee..  IIff  yyoouu  

aarree  ccoonnssiiddeerriinngg  sseelllliinngg  oorr  hhaavvee  aa  rreennttaall  uunniitt,,  pplleeaassee  

ccoonnttaacctt  mmee..  II  wwoouulldd  aapppprreecciiaattee  tthhee  ooppppoorrttuunniittyy  ttoo  mmeeeett  

wwiitthh  yyoouu  aatt  yyoouurr  ccoonnvveenniieennccee..

Mary Kay Donovan   617-872-1314 

The Charlestown Rental Connection ™
Connecting qualified people to quality homes 

both sales and rentals since 1981. 

mkrealestateassociates/thecharlestownrentalconnection

Wishing everyone a healthy

Call if you need help with buying, selling or renting a home

The Turn It Around youth 
group and the Collier family com-
bined efforts on Thursday after-
noon, Dec. 10, to take clothing 
and hygiene supplies gathered 
over the last month at Monument 
Restaurant to a very needy area of 
Boston – the Mass/Cass corridor 

where there are serious home-
lessness and addiction issues. In 
memory of John Collier, the annu-
al drive and distribution looks to 
replicate the generosity he had in 
his own life. John Collier passed 
away in January 2019.

Nicole Collier told the group, 

before leaving Charlestown, about 
her father’s life and how he would 
help people every Christmas – and 
every day for that matter.

“This is a gift to my dad and a 
gift to me,” she told them. “My 
dad was one of the most generous 
people you’d ever come across. He 
always wanted to be in a position 
to help other people and help with 
his heart.”

The group put together bags 
of items that would be useful, 
including clothing, with separate 
bags for men and women. Then 
they traveled to the South End to 
distribute them to the needy.

Photos by Seth Daniel

Elizabeth Miranda, Ariana Flynn, Brianna Arroyo and Charlestown 
Coalition Director Sarah Coughlin.

Nicole Collier explains how the effort is a gift to her late father, John 
Collier.

Young men from the Turn It Around group display the bags they will be handing out to men on Mass/Cass.

Zaire Richardson helps out one 
man on Mass/Cass.

EFFORTS COMBINED TO HELP THE NEEDY

THINK OF IT AS AN 
OWNER’S MANUAL
 FOR YOUR MONEY.

The free Consumer Action
Handbook. It’s in print and
online at ConsumerAction.gov.
Order your free copy online
at ConsumerAction.gov or 
write to Handbook, Pueblo, 
CO 81009. 



PA G e  9D e c e m b e R  3 1 ,  2 0 2 0 T H E  C H A R L E S T O W N  PAT R I O T- B R I D G E

Boston is a city of 
strength, 

resiliency, and 
heart. 

Brighter days are 
ahead. 

Wishing you a safe, 
happy, and healthy 

New Year. 
                                     

-Mayor Martin J. 
Walsh 

Rachel Breen, Nicole Collier and Justyne Collier.

The young women and adult coordinators in the group display bags that will be given to women.

EFFORTS COMBINED TO HELP THE NEEDY

The City of Boston reminds you:

The legal drinking age is 21.

Thanks for not providing
alcohol to teens.

WWW.DONTSERVETEENS.GOVProudly sponsored by The Patrón Spirits Company.
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THE CITY OF BOSTON CAN HELP YOU

understand your healthcare options.

Mayor Martin J. Walsh
#BOSCanHelp

BOS :311

Together, we can navigate your healthcare plan
options to find the best fit for you. For more
information about this and other resources you may
qualify for, visit www.boston.gov/benefits or call 311.

Specializing  in Coins, Comics, 
Sport’s Cards & Stamps

PB MARKETPLACE
                    SINCE 1985

We Buy it All —— Big or Small!

paul.crowley@comcast.net

Holding onto any double Eagle Gold coins?

Call Paul   617-791-5274

$$$$

gold is at an all time high!

Holding 
onto a gem?

Photos by Seth Daniel

The Kennedy Center moved 
forward with its annual Toy 
Donation and Distribution this 
Christmas and said on Tuesday it 
has had more volunteers than ever 
before.

With the help of regulars 
like the Warren Tavern, RSM 
and the Charlestown Mothers 
Association, a host of new volun-
teers stepped forward this time to 
make sure everything was taken 
care of. Sadly, this year many 
of the children and families in 
need asked for basics like thermal 
undergarments, coats, PPE and 
gloves, but the Kennedy Center 
was able to also get plenty of toys 
for under the tree.

“I am never surprised by how 
generous this community is, but 
I’m always humbled by it,” said 
Crystal Galvin of the Kennedy 
Center. “The numbers of people 
who wanted to get involved was 
larger than ever. Usually we are 
scrambling through Christmas Eve 

but this year everyone will be 
taken care of before then.”

The Mayor’s Office also pitched 
in by delivering bags filled with 
PPE, candy and fun items like col-
oring books.

Toys and items were to begin 
distribution on Wednesday.

KENNEDY CENTER 
ANNUAL TOY DONATION

John Grzelcyk and Victoria 
Lambergs dropped off their dona-
tions to the Kennedy Center.

Taylor Adams and Kim Kyle show off one of the donations.

Becca Sulpizio drops off a donation.

Jane Reitz, Felicia Pizzotti and Shannon Fitzgerald take in donations for 
families.

Right, Quinlan Locke of the 
Mayor’s Office drops off some 
bags of goodies to Crystal Galvin 
of the Kennedy Center.
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Barbara J. (Barker) Godfrey, 
87, a longtime resident of 
Charlestown, who also resided in 
Wilmington and Malden, entered 
into eternal life on Saturday, 
December 26 at Brightview Senior 
Living Center in North Andover. 

Barbara was born in Somerville 
on January 11, 1933, a daughter 
of the late William G. Barker and 
Mildred B. (Coffey) Barker. She 
grew up in Charlestown where she 
was educated in the Boston Public 
School system and graduated 
from Charlestown High School. 
Barbara worked for several years 
at Schraffts Candy Company in 
Charlestown as a candy maker 
before becoming a dedicated 
homemaker to her husband and 
children.

Barbara enjoyed stopping 
by the Golden Age Center in 
Charlestown where she would 
play a fierce game of bingo and 
in her spare time she enjoyed 
cooking, baking, playing cards, 
thrift store shopping and travel-
ing to Foxwoods. Most important 
in Barbara’s life was her family 
and she cherished all the quality 
moments she shared with each one 
of her children and grandchildren.

The beloved wife of the late 
retired Boston Firefighter William 
F. Godfrey (Engine Co. 50), 
she was the devoted mother of 
Carol Clooney and her husband, 
Michael, Brian Godfrey and his 

wife, Janet, Paul Godfrey and 
his wife, Kathy, James Godfrey, 
Barbara Hirtle and her husband, 
Scott and the late Robert G. 
Godfrey and William F. Godfrey 
Jr.; the loving Nana to Lindsay, 
Ryan, Erin, Andrew, Lydia, Paul, 
Kyle, Brian, Emily, Steven, Sean 
and her great-granddaughters: 
Felicia, Taylor, Brynn and Nora 
and the beloved sister of Robert 
Barker, Carol Barker and the late 
William “Sonny” Barker.

Barbara’s Funeral Services 
and burial at the Veteran’s 
Administration National Cemetery 
in Bourne will be private.

Kindly make a memorial dona-
tion in Barbara’s name to a charity 
of your choice.

To send a message of condo-
lence, please visit www.carrfuner-
al.com.

OBITUARIES

Barbara Godfrey
Family was most important in her life

OBITUARIES
Effective Jan. 1, 2021

All obituaries and death notices 
will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit.  
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

the aquatics area.
That came to an end though, 

when the pandemic forced the Inn 
to close.

“At first, we all lived in one 
room there, but then we were able 
to get two rooms and it was a great 
situation,” he said. “Then, due to 
COVID-19, the hotel wasn’t get-
ting any business and they were 
forced to close. Once they closed 
the hotel, the YMCA closed not 
long after. The whole building shut 
down and we had to move out in 
late March. We fell back on a life 
of prayer and a lot of faith. We did 
almost everything with AirBNB. 
We had a small cargo van of stuff 
we moved around. A lot of people 
doing AirBNB did work with us 
and some let us stay month by 
month. It was a hard year and 
thanks goes to God we found a 
place in Dorchester.”

The family, including Knight, 
his two siblings and his two par-
ents, moved a total of seven times 
during the pandemic. For most, 
that would seem like a huge obsta-
cle, but it is only one piece of 
Knight’s journey – one that he 
said has resulted in great blessings 
headed into 2021.

Despite a tough draw with 
housing instability over the past 10 
years, and interrupted education, 
he said he approaches the new 
year with nothing but gratitude. 
A lot of that has to do with the 
trajectory of his education right 
now – as he has matriculated to 
Framingham State University after 
a long, hard journey through high 
school and hopes to resume play 
on the school’s basketball team 
when COVID-19 restrictions lift.

It was a place he nearly didn’t 
land, and only because he couldn’t 
afford the books to move on past 
the seventh grade. After attend-
ing Zion Academy and Parkside 
Christian Academy in Jamaica 
Plain, he transferred to be home 
schooled at Lighthouse Christian 
Academy.

“It really worked out a lot 
better and I was able to Zoom 
through the grades really fast,” 
he said, noting that the progress 
stopped for a while because he 
couldn’t afford the books for high 
school. “Fortunately, in the last 
couple of years, I was able to pay 
for all of the books and went from 
7th grade to 11th grade and fin-
ished up the last two years.

“It was accelerated Christian 
education and it teaches you to 
teach yourself,” he continued. “It 
kind of prepared me for life and all 
I’ve been through and the world 
we’re in now.”

Overcoming that obstacle led 
him to the position of being able 

to go to college, and he said he 
was looking at UMass-Boston and 
Framingham State. However, hav-
ing played a lot of basketball at the 
Boys & Girls Clubs, he had caught 
the eye more than a few times of 
college coaches – including the 
assistant coach at Framingham 
State. 

Knight, a standout guard in 
basketball (though the season was 
cancelled this year), said he started 
classes remotely at Framingham 
State, continued working in 
Charlestown and logged heavy 
subway commuting hours from 
their new home in Dorchester.

“A lot of my time now is spent 
meditating and trying to kill two 
birds with one stone and do multi-
ple things at once,” he said.

That includes juggling work 
and school very carefully – some-
times even timing class participa-
tion with stops on the subway. 
This past semester, his online class-
es ended at 11:15 a.m., and he was 
to be in Charlestown by noon. 
That meant logging into part of his 
class while riding the train.

“The Orange Line gets so 
loud,” he said. “If there’s some-
thing I want to say, I would wait 
until the train stopped and then 
jump in and say it. It worked pret-
ty well, actually.”

Knight said he is studying com-
puter science, something his father 
was interested into and a field 
he found success in early in life. 

Knight said he is particularly inter-
ested in studying AI and how tech-
nology is integrated into every-
day life. He’s now on schedule to 
graduate in 2024, but by taking 
summer classes, he believes he can 
finish in 2023.

It’s a testament to an incredible 
ability to manage time and being 
disciplined – which he credits to 
the author Tony Robbins’ time 
management course.

“I’m struggling with being more 
driven,” said Knight. “I can make 
a goal, but I don’t always take 
action on it. Really, I look now 
to remove the roadblocks to my 
goals and eliminate self-sabotage. 
I am very goal-oriented, but I 
need to try to make sure I follow 
through…Some advice I took was 
to pick an outcome and make it 
more important than the reasons 
not to do it.”

Beyond all of aspects of time 
management and discipline and 
focus, however, is faith. Knight 
said that has been the key to his 
family persevering through such 
a tough year of instability within 
the worst part of the pandemic. 
Overcoming it, he said, meant 
trusting that God would pull them 
through.

“Everything for us really came 
down to relying on faith,” he 
said. “God had always helped 
us get through tough times, and 
we believed he would again. We 
truly believed God would get us 
through and he did.”

Knight is continuing to work 
at the Charlestown YMCA, but 
this month was furloughed from 
there and transferred to another 
location until the local Y reopens.

The Friends of the Charlestown 
Navy Yard have highlighted 
Knight and his family recently – 
having known them from the local 
YMCA – and are inviting the com-
munity to help Knight continue his 
education.

“While most of us can’t imag-
ine what it is like to have Josh’s 
spirit, focus and determination, 
perhaps we can help him out a bit 
during this holiday season,” said 
FCNY President Michael Parker. 
“FCNY is contributing towards 
Josh’s school expenses. Please con-
sider joining us in helping Josh 
out. Thank you, and thanks to 
Josh for sharing his inspiring story 
with us.”

Those interested in contribut-
ing can send a check payable to: 
Friends of the Charlestown Navy 
Yard, Inc., and put “Josh” in the 
reference line. Donations can also 
be accepted online and through 
PayPal at www.friendscny.org/
about-the-friends/membership/. 

Josh Knight is well known in 
the community for being an 
expert swim instructor at the 
Charlestown YMCA for the last 
several years, but few know the 
perseverance he and his family 
have shown through the pandem-
ic. Living in the Navy Yard at the 
Constitution Inn, the family sud-
denly found themselves without a 
place to live in late March – hav-
ing to jump from one temporary 
situation to another a total of 
seven times before finding perma-
nent housing.

Knight  (from pg. 1)
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• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

APARTMENT FOR 
RENT

ROOM

FOR RENT

ROOM FOR RENT
Chelsea
Available Now
Spacious Private Fully Furnished Room
3 floors, 3 Bathrooms
Landry in Building
Next to Bus, Train Station, Supermar-
ket
$850/Month Includes Utilities 
Call Maria 617-312-9467

East Boston, orient heights, Harbor-
view area.
Perfectly maintained move-in condi-
tion 6 room single family multi level 
colonial( previously 2 family).
3 Bedrooms, 1.5 bathrooms. Nice size 
backyard, on dead end street. Plenty 
off street parking.
Close to Route 1 and Logan airport.
Call 617-888-3928

HOUSE FOR SALE

PLEASE RECYCLE

APT FOR RENT
Winthrop - Lg deleaded 2/3 bedroom Apt, 
Section 8 Approved, hardwood floors, eat 
in kitchen, front and back porch. Living rm 
& dining rm. $1800 per month. No pets. 
No utilities. Available Jan. 15, 2021. Call 
781-760-1325.
(12/9, 12/16, 12/23)
_____________

WARREN PRESCOTT 
SCHOOL DATES
•December 24 - January 

4 - Winter Recess : No School 
•January 1 - New Year’s Day
•January 5 - Students Return 

from Winter Recess 
•January 6 - Site Council 

Meeting

From the Jan. 4 Emergency 
Licensed Premise Violation 
meeting, 11 a.m., online:

•NOTICE OF 
EMERGENCY LICENSED 
PREMISE INSPECTION 
HEARING

The Licensing Board for 
the City of Boston for a virtu-
al emergency licensed prem-
ise inspection hearing on each 
Monday at 11 a.m. regarding 
the licensed premise inspection 
notice issued by the Licensed 
Premise Unit of the Boston 
Police Department the preced-
ing weekend. Notice of this 
hearing will be hand delivered 
to any licensee required to 
attend upon the issuance of 
the licensed premise inspection 
notice.

From the Jan. 5 Boston Civic 
Design Commission meeting, 5 
p.m., online:

REPORT FROM REVIEW 
COMMITTEE

REPORT FROM DESIGN 
COMMITTEE - VOTING (20 
minutes each)

•5:05 – 5:25 - Bunker Hill 
Housing Redevelopment, 
Charlestown

SCHOOLS INFO
•Staples Cards Deadline 

Extended to December 31
Staples is partnering with 

BPS to help families purchase 
school supplies for the new 
school year. BPS schools are 
coordinating distribution of 
$50 store cards that be used 
at Boston-area Staples retail 
stores. If you haven’t received 
your card, please contact 

your school. Cards must be 

redeemed by December 31.
•All students must get the 

influenza vaccine by Dec. 31 
by state edict. Most vaccina-
tions are completely covered by 
health insurance. Vouchers for 
free flu vaccines are available 
for uninsured or underinsured 
adults. Call 617-534-5050.

•SUPER SITES FOR BPS 
MEALS

Beginning October 26, 
BPS Super Sites open for 
Mondays through Thursdays, 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. BPS families 
can pick up free breakfasts and 
lunches. Some locations also 
provide free toiletries and free 
groceries on select days.

*Edwards Middle School – 
28 Walker St.

*Harvard/Kent Elementary – 
50 Bunker Hill St.

•CHAT WITH A PLANNER
Due to the length of the 

PLAN Charlestown presenta-
tion last week, the BPDA will 
offer the community the oppor-
tunity to share some additional 
thoughts or input on the topics 
at an upcoming Chat with a 
Planner event. Save the date 
and time of Monday, January 
11, 2021, 6–7 p.m. for this 
meeting, where members of 
the planning team will quick-
ly recap the presentation and 
open it up for a community 
discussion regarding the topics 
discussed. 

Following the January 11 
Chat with a Planner event, our 
next PLAN: Charlestown top-
ical meeting will focus 
on Mobility. Please keep an 
eye out for a future email with 
more details.

KENNEDY CENTER 
ANNUAL MEETING

The John F. Kennedy Family 
Services Center will hold its 
annual meeting on

January 25, 2021  from 6:30 
to 8 p.m. via Zoom teleconfer-
ence.

The agenda includes 
annual election of directors 
of the board as well as other 
necessary business. Members 
of the public are welcome to 
attend using a phone or com-
puter.   A link to the meeting 
will be sent to those who reg-
ister in advance.  To register  
or to ask questions about this 
meeting, contact Thara Fuller 
tfuller@kennedycenter.org  
617-241-8866 x1312.    

• R E P O R T I N G 
WORKPLACE SAFETY 
CONCERNS

Workers in any size organi-
zation have options if they feel 
they are being pressured into 
an unsafe situation. Attorney 
General Maura Healey has cre-
ated resources for workers to 
report safety concerns during 
reopening. They include an 
online form at the Attorney 
General’s website and a ded-
icated Fair Labor hotline at 
617-727-3465. People can also 
find those resources by calling 
311.

•HOW TO REPORT A 
PROBLEM PROPERTY

Since taking office in 2014, 
Mayor Walsh has made fixing 
quality of life issues a priori-
ty in his administration. From 
investing in Public Works to 
making sure community polic-
ing is a staple in every neighbor-
hood, we are making sure every 
neighborhood is clean, safe and 
a great place to live and work 
in. Unfortunately some proper-
ties in Boston need more help 
than others, and that’s why 
we are here. If you know of a 
property that fits one of the fol-
lowing criteria: multiple calls to 
911, one that’s blighted or just 
a general concern, we encour-
age you to reach out to your 
neighborhood liaison.

Staff Report 

A California woman who 
was a longtime resident of 
Massachusetts has pleaded guilty 
to charges in connection with 
a scheme to steal funds from a 
Charlestown non-profit where she 
previously had worked, Attorney 

General Maura Healey announced 
last week.

On Dec. 22, Donna Scott, 52, 
of Vallejo, California, pleaded 
guilty in Suffolk Superior Court 
via Zoom to the charge of Larceny 
over $250 (1 count). Following 
the plea, Judge Peter Krupp sen-
tenced her to three years of pro-

bation, with home confinement 
and GPS monitoring for the first 
year. She was also ordered to 
pay restitution in the amount of 
$45,132.59 to the nonprofit orga-
nization that she embezzled from 
– Heading Home, Inc.

The charges resulted from a 
joint investigation by the AG’s 

Former manager of charlestown non-profit housing agency pleads guilty to embezzling funds
Office and the Massachusetts 
Office of the Inspector General.

“Our state’s nonprofits 
work hard to help residents in 
Massachusetts and should not be 
taken advantage of by employ-
ees looking to abuse their posi-
tions for personal gain,” said AG 
Healey. “We are pleased that these 
funds will be returned to Heading 
Home, Inc. so that it can continue 
its mission of helping low-income 
families find housing and receive 
support.”

“Donna Scott was entrusted to 
help the Commonwealth’s most 
vulnerable residents find stable 
housing,” said Inspector General 
Glenn A. Cunha. “Instead, she 
diverted public funds to enrich 
herself and her family members. 
We thank Heading Home for 
alerting our office to her theft 
and cooperating with our joint 
investigation to hold Ms. Scott 
accountable.”

An investigation revealed 
that from March 2015 through 
November 2016, Scott embezzled 
more than $45,000 dollars from 
Heading Home Inc, a non-profit 
housing agency primarily funded 
by state grants. At the time, Scott 
had been working for the agency 
as a program manager focusing on 

housing and stabilization issues. 
The funds that Scott stole – and 
used to purchase gift cards and 
pay personal bills – were intended 
to provide transitional and perma-
nent housing and support services 
to low-income, homeless and for-
merly homeless people and their 
families.

Scott was indicted by a Statewide 
Grand Jury in September 2019. 
She was arraigned in Suffolk 
Superior Court in October 2019. 

The AG’s White Collar and 
Public Integrity Division investi-
gates and prosecutes serious crim-
inal misconduct involving crimes 
against public agencies, corrupt 
public employees and public enti-
ties, crimes that have a harm-
ful effect on public confidence in 
our government and other trusted 
institutions, and financial crimes.

In the AG’s Office, this mat-
ter was handled by Assistant 
Attorneys General Rontear Farmer 
and Kelsey Force, with assistance 
from former Financial Investigator 
Anthony Taylor. The Office of 
the Inspector General referred this 
matter to the AG’s Office and their 
investigators, Diane Volpe and 
Will Bradford provided valuable 
assistance in this investigation.

APT FOR RENT
Revere - Washington Ave newly remodeled 2 
bdr, 2nd floor, 
W/D hookup, gas heat, minutes form 
Boston, 1 block to public transportation. 
$1,800/month
Available Jan. 1st
978-751-0531
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Geek For Hire

617-241-9664
617-515-2933

C  o  m  p  u  t  e  r    c  o  n  s  u  l  t  a  n  t    a  v  a  i  l  a  b  l  e    f  o  r    home or business. 

•  PC support & networking of all types with  
focus on secure Internet access (wired & wireless), 

•  broadband router & firewall technology, 
• virus detection/prevention,  
• spam control & data security/recovery.

ServiceS include:
TO ADVeRTISe 
PLeASe cALL 
781-485-0588

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

JOHN J. RECCA 
PAINTING

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com
781-241-2454

Licensed & insured 
Complete electrical services 
www.johnpmchughelectric.com
Jmchugh447@gmail.com 

Boston residents preferred 
Start immediately. 
Call 617-212-2268 

for more information.

LICENSED PLUMBERS 
WANTED

BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS          PRICE
Chirgwin, David A        Frieling, Lori C 197 8th St #212                $745,000
Papagianopoulos, Derek Gaidarev, Peter B     4 Bolton Pl                     $812,500
Maki, Alexander J Benevides, Luis F     236 Bunker Hill St #4        $825,000
Cary, Brian R Trimmer, Bridget M     59 Elm St #2                    $740,000
Bergantino, Brendan C  Hoye, Amanda 18 Harvard St #1              $640,000
Chaves, Ryan             Claude, Abram           109 High St                   $1,445,000
Joseph, Dennis C           Sylex Holdings LLC 114 Main St #2              $1,050,000
Hirukawa, Alison M       Parison, Amy 13 Monument St #3       $612,000
Rosenberg, Eli           Gram, Patrick         26 Monument St #3        $96,500
Gray, John R             Martin, Rebecca      21 Mystic St #1              $555,000
Mclaughlin, Christine M  Roskey, Lindsey          35 Mystic St #1               $565,000
Jeffers, Chad P Everett, Monica 27 Pleasant St #1           $575,000
Skinner, Anthony         Killelea, Kevin J    70-72 School St #1         $1,240,000

R e a l  e s t a t e  Tr a n s f e r s

Elite
253 Main St. • Charlestown • 617-241-5566

www.c21elite.com
Sales • Rentals • Free Market Analysis

Certified Buyer Agents

n E i g h b o r h o o d  r o u n d  u P

Chimneys • Fireplaces 
Cellar Floors • Restoration
French Drains • Repointing

Free Estimates, Lic. & Ins.

Local References

Phil - 617-230-3490

Ryan 
Masonry

RINGING IN THe 
NeW YeAR WITH     
A VIeW!

This year 10 p.m. is the new 
midnight! The Anchor has every-
thing you need to ring in the New 
Year from VIP igloos for up to 6 
people, to special couples packag-
es. The fun begins at 4 p.m. Visit 
theanchorboston.com for all the 
details. Space is limited!

STReeT’S NeW YeAR  
 Street Bistro has a couples spe-
cial for New Year’s Eve. Choose 
2 appetizers and a bottle of house 
wine or prosecco to ring in the 
new year. Visit streetbistrocharles-
town.com for more information. 

cHARLeSTOWN 
bRANcH LIbRARY 
OFFeRS VIRTUAL 
TecH cOURSe 

The Boston Public Library in 
partnership with Tech Goes Home 
will be offering training in basic 
tech and the internet, with a goal 
to ensure that all residents of the 
City of Boston are equipped with 
the tools, training, and access to 
support 21st - century skill devel-
opment.

Virtual classes will take place 
Mondays and Wednesdays, 3:30-
4:30 p.m. from January 20 to 
March 10, 2021. The course 
includes the opportunity for par-

ticipants who complete the train-
ing to receive a free iPad and 
reduced rate internet service. 
Space is limited, please call (617) 
242-1248 to sign-up.

FRIeNDS OF THe 
cHARLeSTOWN 
NAVY YARD 
2021 ANNUAL 
membeRSHIP DRIVe

Joining the Friends of the 
Charlestown Navy Yard is a 
great way to get involved in the 
community and to stay informed 
on important issues and current 
events. Become a member in 
2021 and join the Navy Yard 
community of  over 200 indi-
vidual and 50 business members.                                                                                                                           
2020 has been the most chal-
lenging year for FCNY since its 
founding in 2004, but theyhave 
stepped up to meet the chal-
lenge.  FCNY has donated to 
local non-profit organizations 
addressing food insecurity, sup-
ported local businesses  with the 
purchase of gift certificates, and 
sponsored virtual presentations 
on the impacts of Covid19 and 
the proposed MBTA service cuts.                                                                                                                                            
  Membership available at 
Individual, Family, Supporter, 
Patron, Benefactor or Corporate 
levels. Contributions are tax 
deductible. For more informa-
tion visit:  www.friendscny.org or 
email: info@friendscny.org FCNY 
is an independent, non-profit civic 

organization dedicated to enhanc-
ing the quality of life for residents, 
businesses and visitors to the Navy 
Yard while preserving its historic 
character.

                                                                                                                                                      
FRee VIRTUAL           
ART STUDIO TRIAL 

Essem Art Studio launches a 
virtual art studio with monthly 
subscriptions to continue spark-
ing joy and cultivating creative 
power in little artists (age 2-10) 
and families with young children. 
The virtual art studio provides 
engaging virtual art labs and 
resources for parents and fami-
lies who are looking for ways to 
introduce more art and creative 
practices at home. Every week, 
new art labs and creative prompts 
are added to the growing online 
catalog. You can enjoy a free 7 
day trial of the virtual art program 
now. Visit essemartstudio.com for 
more information!

KeNNeDY ceNTeR’S  
ANNUAL meeTING

The John F. Kennedy Family 
Services Center will hold its annu-
al meeting on January 25, 2021  
from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. via Zoom 
teleconference.

The agenda includes annual 
election of directors of the board 
as well as other necessary business.

Members of the public are wel-
come to attend using a phone or 
computer.   A link to the meeting 

will be sent to those who register 
in advance.  To register  or to ask 
questions about this meeting, con-
tact Thara Fuller tfuller@kennedy-
center.org  617-241-8866 x1312.    

HARVeST ON VINe 
FOOD PANTRY 
APPeAL

The Food Pantry has had a great 
need at this time as it has been 
very busy serving many more resi-
dents in town and providing more 
frequent distributions. Donations 
of all non-perishable foods are 
greatly appreciated. Donations 
drops are: Food Pantry, 49 Vine St. 
(Hayes Square), The Cooperative 
Bank - 201 Main St. or the Parish 
Center - 46 Winthrop St. (by 
the Training Field). Or donate 
by sending checks to: Harvest on 
Vine, Parish Center, 46 Winthrop 
St., Charlestown, MA

02129. They are also looking 

for volunteers to assist with distri-
bution. For more information, call 
Tom MacDonald 617-990-7314.

THe ANcHOR          
IS OPeN!

The Anchor has many ways to 
keep warm this winter. Reserve 
an igloo for up to 6 people for an 
indoor outdoor room with a view.  
For regular visits, they have heat 
lamps, hand warmers and even 
Anchor blue fleece blankets! The 
Anchor has more than beer and 
wine, too. Hot beverages includ-
ing coffee (with caramel, vanilla 
and hazelnut flavor shots), tea 
(peppermint, lemon and green), 
hot chocolate, hot cider, and 
mulled sangria. They also have 
added savory soups -  broccoli 
cheddar or garden tomato - to 
their menu to warm you up! Visit 
theanchorboston.com for the cur-
rent schedule..
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Staff Report

More than 1,000 people com-
ing from every Boston neighbor-
hood have signed a Change.org 
petition demanding a plan for 
opening schools for most students, 
while maintaining choice for those 
families who would like to con-
tinue having their children learn 
virtually. 

The petition, published by par-
ent advocacy group Voices for BPS 
Families, calls on Mayor Martin 
Walsh, BPS Supt. Dr. Brenda 
Cassellius, Boston Teachers’ 
Union President Jessica Tang, and 
parent groups to unite to create a 
plan that allows high-priority and 
the youngest learners to return 

to in-person learning in early 
2021. While January 11, 2021 has 
been communicated by the district 
as the date for the remaining HIPP 
students to return to school, the 
district has not yet announced a 
plan for the youngest learners.

“We’re encouraged by the 
reopening of 28 more schools this 
month to students on individual-
ized education plans (IEPs) and 
other high-priority learners, but 
the quick collection of so many 
parent signatures underscores that 
much more needs to be done,” 
says Erica Haydock, co-founder 
of Voices for BPS Families and a 
Charlestown parent to one young 
learner. “Despite the best inten-
tions on the part of most schools 

and teachers, virtual learning is 
simply not working for all stu-
dents in Boston. Our work will 
continue until every child is receiv-
ing the in-person instruction and 
services to which they are entitled. 
Kids need to be in the classroom.”

Dozens of parents who signed 
the petition left comments indicat-
ing their reasons for signing.

•“My girls matter!” parent 
Martha Adkins-Vargas wrote. 
“Ellás necesitan aprender, como 
las escuelas privadas! No ver 
la computadora todo el día!” 
(Translation: They need to learn, 
like the kids in private schools—
not look at a computer all day!)

•“The data shows kids are safe 
in school and they need to be 

there!” wrote parent Julie Bert. 
“They are negatively affected by 
not being in school.”

•“I’ve seen a decline in my 
child’s social and emotional 
health,” Erin Currie wrote. “For 
the first time my child dreads 
school when he used to enjoy 
going to school.”

With few exceptions, Boston 
Public School (BPS) students have 
received only remote education 
since BPS schools closed their 
doors in March 2020. Voices for 
BPS Families, a group of more 
than 250 parents of BPS children, 
organized to tell their stories of the 
limitations around virtual learning 
and to put pressure on the City 
of Boston and BPS leadership to 

establish a plan to make in-per-
son learning available as soon as 
possible for students who choose 
to return to school—while main-
taining a remote learning option 
for families who choose it.

A December 2 rally at City 
Hall Plaza, organized by Voices 
for BPS Families, drew 100 par-
ents and children on a cold day, 
holding signs with statements like, 
“I miss my teachers” and chanting 
“School is Essential.” 

Voices for BPS families contin-
ues to organize with school advo-
cates across the city to amplify 
parents’ calls for a reprioritization 
of in-person instruction. The peti-
tion is still live and gaining more 
signatures.

charlestown school parent group announces 1,000 signatures on petition

By John Lynds 

Last week the overall 
COVID-19 positive test rate in 
Charlestown dropped slightly but 
Mayor Martin Walsh said there’s 
still a long way to go in this 
worldwide crisis. 

Of the 10,540 Charlestown res-
idents tested for the virus so far 
12.8 percent were found to be 
positive by last Friday. This was a 
decrease of 12.8 percent from the 
15 percent reported two Fridays 
ago. 

Last week 1,257 residents were 
tested and 4.7 percent were pos-
itive. Citywide, 36,332 residents 
were tested and 7.3 percent were 

COVID positive. 
The data shows that overall 

since the pandemic began 5.7 
percent of Charlestown residents 
tested were found to be COVID 
positive. 

Governor Charlie Baker 
announced a 25 percent capacity 
limit for most industries. These 
restrictions went into effect on 
Saturday, December 26 and will 
last until January 10.

At his daily press briefing 
Mayor Walsh reminded residents 
that on December 16, Boston 
moved back into a modified Phase 
2, Step 2 of reopening, for at least 
three weeks. 

“We are also going to be fol-

lowing the State’s rollback on 
capacity but that does not change 
the industries temporarily closed 
to in-person use in Boston,” said 
Walsh. “Museums, movie the-
aters, gyms, etc. will not reopen 
to in-person use until at least 
January 6.”

Walsh said on Saturday, in 
accordance with the State’s new 
restrictions, restaurants, close con-
tact personal services, places of 
worship, indoor golf facilities, and 
retail businesses in Boston will be 
reduced to 25 percent capacity. 
Office spaces will be reduced from 
40 percent to 25 percent as well. 

The Mayor reminded everyone 
that the goal of these rollbacks 
is to slow the spread of the virus 
now, so the city can avoid a more 
severe shutdown later. 

“We still have a long way to go 
in this crisis. But we have turned a 
corner in this pandemic. And we 
have reasons to be optimistic,” 
said Walsh. “The vaccine is rolling 
out. Every day, people are getting 
vaccinated -- including right here 
in Boston. When the time comes, I 
ask everyone to follow the lead of 
our health care heroes and medi-
cal experts and take the vaccine. 
It’s another act that we can all 
take as individuals to protect our-
selves and our families, and bring 
our community safely through this 
crisis. We are finally at a point 
where we feel like we have less 
days ahead of us in this virus, 
than we do behind us. And while 
we don’t know exactly when this 
pandemic will end, we know that 
better days are coming. So I am 
asking everyone to hang in there. 
Take care of yourself, and look 
out for one another. Listen to the 
public health officials and keep 
doing your part to stay safe and 

protect those around you. We will 
get through this difficult time, if 
we all continue to work together.”

The BPHC data released last 
Friday showed Charlestown’s 
infection rate increased 10.9 per-
cent and went from 299 cases per 
10,000 residents to 331.7 cases 
per 10,000 residents. Sixty-three 
additional residents became infect-
ed with the virus last week bring-
ing the total to 644 confirmed 
cases in the neighborhood. 

The statistics released by 
the BPHC as part of its weekly 

COVID19 report breaks down 
the number of cases and infection 
rates in each neighborhood. It also 
breaks down the number of cases 
by age, gender and race.

Citywide positive cases of coro-
navirus increased 11.3 percent  
percent last week and went from 
35,201 cases to 39,182 confirmed 
cases in a week. Forty-seven 
additional Boston residents died 
from the virus and there are now 
988 total deaths in the city from 
COVID.

Overall cOVID positive test rate in charlestown continues to drop

On Friday the BPHC released its weekly COVID-19 stats by neighbor-
hood that tracks infection rates and COVID testing results in Boston 
neighborhoods. 
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By Seth Daniel

The Massachusetts Gaming 
Commission’s Investigation and 
Enforcement Bureau (IEB) issued 
a Notice of Non-Compliance to 
Encore Boston Harbor for over-
serving patrons alcohol on three 
different occasions in August and 
September.

It was the first Notice of Non-
Compliance for Encore on the 
improper service of alcohol, 
but the second Notice to the 
license-holder since September. 
The casino received a different 
Notice of Non-Compliance for 
not properly putting a stop to 
a large party in their hotel that 
violated COVID-19 guidelines last 
September. The Notice of Non-
Compliance is like a first-warning 
and paves the way to a fine if the 
situation is repeated. It also goes 
on the permanent record of the 
licensee and is seen as a warning 
sign by the MGC and the manage-
ment of the casino.

The Notice was issued on Dec. 
4 and came after an investigation 
of overserving patrons alcohol on 
Aug. 2, Aug. 29 and Sept. 4. 
The MGC discussed the matter in 
depth at its Dec. 17 meeting.

“Today marks a serious note 
for Encore,” said Chair Judd-
Stein. “This is a serious notice for 
our licensees that goes on as part 

of their record. I have confidence 
in the folks at Encore they will 
take this as seriously as our team 
took it.”

Said MGC Executive Director 
Karen Wells, “This issue takes on 
an additional dimensions in the 
pandemic because public health 
protocols and patrons’ ability to 
adhere to masks and hygiene prac-
tices – intoxication can get in 
the way of that. It impacts peo-
ple like security and the Gaming 
Enforcement Unit when at a great-
er risk when they have to interact 
with these patrons.”

Encore’s Jacqui Krum said the 
moment is a learning experience 
and they have worked with the 
IEB for the past several months to 
put in new protocols to prevent 
overserving.

“With any incident you learn 
and grow and that’s what hap-
pened here,” she said. “We need to 
increase communication between 
our gaming department and our 
customer service department.”

In all three incidents, the IEB 
said it should have been rather 
obvious that the patron not be 
served.

In the Aug. 29 incident, which 
was the most serious, a person 
sitting at the slot machines was 
clearly intoxicated and shouldn’t 
have been served again. However, 
the person was served around 
3:09 a.m. After that, he fell from 

his seat and hit his head. The man 
was treated at the First Aid Station 
for the injury to his head.

In the incidents on Aug. 2 and 
Sept. 4, the casino staff violated 
the drink limit on the gaming floor 
– which is no more than three 
drinks in one hour. In the first inci-
dent, the patron was served four 
drinks in an hour, and the second 
one the patron was served five 
drinks in an hour. Both incidents 
resulted in violent altercations 
with security.

On Sept. 4, the overserved 
patron began confronting other 
patrons and starting fights – plus 
he refused to wear a mask. He was 
eventually arrested for Disorderly 
Conduct by the State Police.

Encore has already re-trained 
servers on the TIPS program, and 
have disciplined employees that 
overserved. They have also creat-
ed a white board system to keep 
better track of drink service to 
patrons, and hope to take that 
system to an electronic platform 
so servers can communicate easier 
on the floor.

•MYSTIQUE SHUTS DOWN
The Mystique Restaurant in 

Encore shut down until January 
voluntarily after an event in the 
restaurant on Dec. 6 got a little 
too close for comfort in regards to 
COVID-19 protocols.

The restaurant had an approved 
Industry Night event there for peo-

ple in the hospitality business, and 
there was also a Patriots football 
game – both of which drew larger 
crowds that expected. However, 
the restaurant did not in any way 
violate occupancy limits.

Instead, as the night wore on, 
some in the event began to mingle 
at other tables, not wear masks 
and carry drinks around the area. 
Those things are all prohibited 
by the protocols. When things 
appeared to be out of control, the 
restaurant management decided 
to suddenly close down the site at 
8:30 p.m., with everyone out by 
9:10 p.m. 

“Management closed down 
the restaurant that night and 
they don’t expect to re-open until 
2021,” said Loretta Lillios of the 
IEB. “That decision really makes 
moot any disciplinary action…It 
was a responsible move they took 
at this difficult time. It cannot be 
tolerated.”

Commissioners asked that the 
restaurant appear before the IEB 
or the MGC before re-opening 
in 2021 to discuss the layout of 
the facility in regards to COVID 
guidelines in place at that time.

“It’s disappointing the behavior 
of the patrons has led to the restau-
rant shutting down until 2021 and 
affected the livelihood of those 
working there,” said Judd-Stein.

•COVID CASES FROM 
OUTSIDE

The MGC took a report on 
the numbers of cases in all three 
casinos amongst employees since 
the June 23 re-opening statewide.

So far, there have been 80 pos-
itive cases of COVID reported 
from employees at all three gam-
ing locations, and there was no 
breakdown of how many came 
from Encore. 

Investigators said most of the 
cases were traced and all seemed 
to have come from the home envi-
ronment – particularly traced to 
a household member that was 
positive.

“We have seen no concerning 
trends in cases at onsite areas of 
the casinos,” said Lillios.

•LAST DAY FOR STEBBINS
Commissioner Bruce Stebbins 

announced his last meeting at 
the MGC, after having been one 
of the first commissioners cho-
sen for the fledgling agency many 
years ago. Stebbins, who is from 
western Massachusetts, was a 
key vote in choosing Encore over 
Suffolk Downs back in the 2015 
licensing decision. Now, only 
Commissioners Gayle Cameron 
and Enrique Zuniga are left from 
that vote. Stebbins is moving to 
work at the Cannabis Control 
Commission – another fledgling 
state agency now getting off the 
ground.

encore receives second Notice of Non-compliance from mGc

This week, progressive activist, 
public servant and father of two 
David Halbert announced his can-
didacy for an At-Large seat on the 
Boston City Council.

“Boston is an incredible city 
full of opportunity and possibility 
– but sadly also rampant inequal-
ity,” said Halbert. “Whether we 
are talking about housing, edu-
cation, job opportunities, expe-
riences with law-enforcement, 
among other critical issues facing 
Bostonians every day, Boston is 
not the same for every resident. 
I am running for City Council 
to work every day to provide 
the leadership, representation, and 
voice needed to ensure that Boston 
is a city that works for all, whether 
your Boston story stretches back 
generations or is just starting its 
first chapter.”

If elected, Halbert would be 
the first Black man directly elect-
ed citywide since Bruce Bolling 

in 1981. Halbert ran for City 
Council At-Large in 2019, where 
he was endorsed by the Boston 
Globe Editorial Board.

Halbert lives in Dorchester 
with his wife, Lauren, and their 
two daughters. Halbert has ded-
icated his career to progressive 
causes and public service, work-
ing for two former Boston City 
Councilors as well as working in 
the Deval Patrick Administration. 
Halbert is a proud alumnus of 
the Massachusetts College of 
Liberal Arts and has a Master 
of Public Administration from 
Northeastern University. In addi-
tion to his extensive work in city, 
county, and statewide govern-
ment, Halbert currently serves 
on the boards of the Greater 
Mattapan Neighborhood Council, 
East Boston Main Streets, and the 
East Boston Piers Park Advisory 
Council.

David Halbert launches campaign for 
boston’s At-Large city council SeatNorth Washington Street bridge 

construction look-ahead through  Jan. 9, 2021

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE

This is a brief overview of con-
struction operations and impacts 
for the North Washington Street 
Bridge Replacement Project. 
MassDOT will provide additional 
notices as needed for high-impact 
work and changes to traffic con-
figurations beyond those described 
below.

VIBRATORY HAMMER 
NOISE IMPACTS

•A vibratory hammer is being 
used to install the five cofferdams 
which will be needed to build the 
piers of the new bridge. Installation 
of each cofferdam takes about two 
weeks.

•The project has positioned a 
combination of hanging sound 
blankets and temporary barrier to 
minimize noise impacts from the 
vibratory hammer. These measures 
will be adjusted as needed and 

appropriate.
•Use of the vibratory hammer 

began on 10/6. Work hours are 
during the day (7 a.m. – 3 p.m.)

D E S C R I P T I O N 
OF SCHEDULED WORK 

•Chip out bridge joints on 
the warehouse spans adjacent to 
Constitution Marina, installation 
and maintenance of silt curtain, 
installation of north and south 
abutment elements, installation of 
drilled shafts, and excavation of 
piers. In addition, sheeting and 
bracing of cofferdams will con-
tinue.

WORK HOURS
•Most work will be done 

during the daytime (6:00 a.m. – 
6:00 p.m.)

WORK THAT HAS BEEN 
COMPLETED

•Prior to 12/27, crews con-
tinued to demolish the existing 
bridge. The bridge is now 100% 
demolished, and cofferdam work 
is 70% complete.

TRAVEL TIPS
Westerly sidewalk, Lovejoy 

Wharf stairs near Converse are 
open to the public with the opening 
of the temporary bridge, the adja-
cent section of the Harborwalk 
passing under the bridge remains 
closed.

The Tudor Wharf Walkway 
(under the bridge next to the 
water in Paul Revere Park) will 
be intermittently closed for safety 
during construction operations, 
with access provided via the Water 
Street underpass.

V i s i t  w w w . c h a r l e s t o w n b r i d g e . c o m
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New DDIIRREECCTTOORRYY  ooff  bbuussiinneesssseess

What do you need today? Many merchants and 
service providers are adapting to the current 

crisis with new shopping options. Check here for 
ways to safely shop from your own home.

PPLLAACCEE  YYOOUURR  AADD  IINN  TTHHEE  DDIIRREECCTTOORRYY  TTOODDAAYY!!
GGRREEAATT  iinnttrroodduuccttoorryy  ssppeecciiaallss!!

DDeebb  DDiiGGrreeggoorriioo  --  ddeebb@@tthheebboossttoonnssuunn..ccoomm
SSiioouuxx  GGeerrooww  cchhaarrlleessttoowwnnaaddss@@hhoottmmaaiill..ccoomm

$160/month or save 10% and prepay $1728/year.
12 month lease, get your spot now! 

For more information email Joanie Walls: 
jwalls@diversifiedauto.com

or call directly at (617) 936-2119

ssttmmaarryyssttccaatthheerriinnee..oorrgg                                  661177--224422--44666644
4466  WWiinntthhrroopp  SStt..                                            CChhaarrlleessttoowwnn,,  0022112299

matthewcollinsre

Before you make another move, 
contact MC Realty

BUYING - SELLING - RENTING

matthew@seaportrealtygroup.com(617) 915-4286

Flynn Insurance Agency, Inc
Proudly Serving Charlestown for over 30 years!

Justin W. Flynn, CISR, AAI
92 Main Street, Charlestown
617-242-1200 Ext. 101

Looking for a quote?  
BOOK A TIME THAT WORKS BEST FOR YOU:

calendly.com/flynninsurance

Justin@flynnins.com
www.flynnins.com

PUBLIC WELCOME
MA Inspection Station #4498 

Open Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m. - 3:45 p.m

617-242-5782

PPOORRTTSSIIDDEE  TTRRUUCCKK  &&  AAUUTTOO  RREEPPAAIIRR

100 TERMINAL ST.              
CHARLESTOWN

A short story about a
motorcycle. 

And a sudden turn. 

When she was a young college student,
Elisabeth Marra had a serious motorcycle
accident that ultimately changed her life.
Two years after the crash, her painful open
fractures had failed to heal. Then she heard
about a new and complex surgery pioneered
by a surgeon who used a patient’s own stem
cells to concentrate the healing process. This
time, her surgery and subsequent therapy
were successful. 

Elisabeth’s experience caused her to re-
direct her own career aspirations. Inspired by
the medical professionals who helped her
reclaim her active lifestyle, she changed her
major to study physical therapy—a
profession where her own experience could
help other patients prevail through difficult
recoveries.

We tell Elisabeth Marra’s story here to
illustrate two of the most profound messages
we know. Don’t give up, and remember to
give back. If reading it inspires just one more
person to achieve something special, then its
telling here has been well worth while. 

aaos.org/75years

Celebrating 
Human Healing

orthoinfo.org

Every year the RSM Boston Foundation supports children throughout the community. This year over 100 
employees participated in gifting 300 gifts to the Charlestown community. On Friday, deliveries were made 
to Warren Prescott, Harvard Kent, Charlestown Community Center and Boys and Girls Club Charlestown. 
Each RSM employee was given $50 for each gift from The RSM Boston Foundation, totaling $15,000. The 
Foundation also donated $9,500 to the Kennedy Center for their annual Holiday drive.

RSM BOSTON FOUNDATION HELPING CHILDREN


