
By Seth Daniel

The cannabis shop propos-
al by Charlestown’s Jack Kelly 
announced this week it has lined 
up political support for its pro-
posal at the old R. Wesley’s Bistro 
on Sullivan Square – support 
that includes Councilor Lydia 
Edwards, State Rep. Dan Ryan 

and the Charlestown Coalition.
R2 is currently within the pro-

cess, and has a competing propos-
al down Cambridge Street with-
in the half-mile buffer zone. The 
other proposal has yet to garner 
the same support, and is publicly 
opposed by Councilor Edwards.

Kelly said he was happy to 
receive the support of the elected 

officials for Charlestown, and the 
MGH-backed Coalition as well. 
He said he is a life-long resident of 
the Town and his reputation rests 
on how he would conduct this 
business. He said gaining the con-
fidence of leaders on his proposal 
was a big step forward.

State Rep. Ryan said he was 

By Cary Shuman

Blue Diamonds Manager Jack 
Schievink’s U-18 team saved 
its best for last, continuing a 
decade-long tradition of cham-
pionship-winning softball in 
Charlestown.

Carleigh Schievink, daughter of 
the famed Townies’ softball king, 
was 3-for-3 with a two-run home 
run while pitcher Sandra Watne 

struck out 12 batters in a six-hitter 
as the Blue Diamonds defeated 
the Everett Tide, 10-2, to capture 
the USA Fall Softball League title 
Sunday in Charlestown.

Schievink, a standout pitcher 
and hitter for the 2019 Boston 
City champion Boston Latin 
Academy softball team (the BLA 
Dragons’ season was canceled this 
spring due to COVID-19), was 
the Blue Diamonds’ leading hitter 

this fall.
Watne, kept the usually 

high-scoring Everett Tide off bal-
ance with a superb display of 
pitching. Watne, who is also the 
ace of the Shawsheen Tech pitch-
ing staff,  received excellent defen-
sive support.

There were other stars for the 
Blue Diamonds. Maya Riley of 
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Charlestown’s own Irene Grace Morey basking in the sunshine last 
weekend at the ripe old age of 104. A resident of the Navy Yard (she’s 
actually only 26 as she is a Leap Year baby), Morey has now lived 
through two worldwide pandemics – the Spanish Flu in 1918 and the 
COVID-19 pandemic in 2020. Morey told the Patriot Bridge earlier 
this year that she had relatives that had the Spanish Flu, and there were 
no masks available and no treatments either. It just played out, and if 
you got sick, then you did, she recalled. Despite the COVID restrictions 
and dangers, she still finds time to get fresh air and sunshine when the 
weather cooperates as it has lately. And her best piece of advice, she 
said, still holds true through COVID-19:  If you want to be happy, be 
happy. If you’re going to be a grouch get off my couch.

The 2020 U-18 Girls Softball Champions.

Resilient Remedies lines up political, 
neighborhood support for cannabis shop

The Charlestown Neighborhood Council will hold a public meeting on Tuesday November 17 at 
7pm. The agenda includes presentations by two marijuana dispensaries proposed to be located in 
Charlestown. Also, there will be a discussion of the rise in part one crime in town, especially larceny. 
Instructions on how to attend the meeting will be posted on our website within 72 hours of the meeting 
time - https://charlestownneighborhoodcouncil.org/Calendar.html. For any questions, please send emails 
to cnc02129@gmail.com.

Schievink, Watne power Blue Diamonds to title

By Seth Daniel

Saying she has never opposed 
something so strongly – alleging 
that she was lied to by owners of 
The Heritage Club – Councilor 
Lydia Edwards said this week she 
will do all in her power to oppose 
the Cambridge Street marijuana 
applicant at its Boston Cannabis 
Commission hearing today, Nov. 
12.

The Heritage Club said commu-
nication with Councilor Edwards 
has been spotty, and they feel her 
opinions of their application and 
their personal integrity is misguid-
ed.

“We believe that The Heritage 
Club is exactly the type of appli-
cant that the Boston Equity 
Ordinance was designed to sup-
port and look forward to present-

ing our proposal to the Boston 
Cannabis Board,” read part of 
a statement from Heritage Club 
co-owner Nike John.

The showdown between 
Heritage Club and R2, owned 
by Charlestown’s Jack Kelly, on 
Cambridge Street has been going 
on for more than a month now 
– with both competing propos-
als holding community meetings 
late last month. Largely, Councilor 
Edwards has been absent that pro-
cess due to the sudden loss of a 
loved one recently, and having 
taken time off to mourn. Now, she 
said she has returned to work and 
reviewed all of the meetings and 
information – putting it together 
with information she had before 
taking time off. With that all 
together, she said she is shocked 

Edwards to emphatically oppose 
Heritage Club cannabis proposal

ENJOYING THE SUN FOR 104 YEARS

Poor communication

(oppoSe Pg. 5)
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VETERAN’S DAY -- 
HONOR OUR VETERANS

It was 102 years ago on November 11, 1918, that World War I for-
mally came to a conclusion on the “11th hour, of the 11th day, of the 
11th month.”

Americans observed the first anniversary of the end of the war the fol-
lowing year when the holiday we now know as Veterans Day originated 
as Armistice Day in 1919.

The first world war was referred to at the time as “the war to end all 
wars.” It was thought that never again would mankind engage in the sort 
of madness that resulted in the near-total destruction of Western Civili-
zation and the loss of millions of lives for reasons that never have been 
entirely clear to anybody either before, during, or since.

Needless to say, history has shown us that such thinking was idealisti-
cally foolhardy. Just 21 years later, the world again became enmeshed in 
a global conflagration that made the first war seem like a mere practice 
run for the mass annihilation that took place from 1939-45.

Even after that epic second world war, America has been involved in 
countless bloody conflicts in the 75 years since General Douglas MacAr-
thur accepted the Japanese surrender on the Battleship USS Missouri. 
Today, we still have troops fighting -- and dying -- at various places 
around the world.

“Peace is at hand” has been nothing but a meaningless slogan for most 
of the past 102 years.

Armistice Day officially became known as Veterans Day in 1954 so 
as to include those who served in WWII and the Korean War. All of our 
many veterans since then also have become part of the annual observance 
to express our nation’s appreciation to the men and women who bravely 
have answered the call of duty to ensure that the freedoms we enjoy 
as Americans have been preserved against the many challenges we have 
overcome.

Although Veterans Day, as with all of our other national holidays, 
unfortunately has become commercialized, we urge our readers to take 
a moment, even if just quietly by ourselves, to contemplate the debt we 
owe to the veterans of all of our wars and to be grateful to them for 
allowing us to live freely in the greatest nation on earth.

If nothing else, Veterans Day should remind us that freedom isn’t 
free and that maintaining our freedom since our nation’s founding has 
required the sacrifice of  tens of millions of our fellow Americans who 
have placed their lives on the line to preserve our ideals and our way of 
life.

By Mayor Martin J. Walsh

The COVID-19 pandemic has 
challenged us in profound ways, 
and has impacted nearly every 
aspect of city life. Although we 
have made great progress since the 
spring in controlling the spread of 
the virus, Boston has been facing 
an increase in COVID-19 positive 
rates for the last few weeks. Cur-
rently, 7.1 percent of people who 
get tested are testing positive. Since 
anyone can be infected and spread 
the virus even if they don’t show 
symptoms, testing is a key part of 
stopping the spread. 

I recently announced a new 
campaign called “Get The Test, 
Boston,” a pledge that encourag-
es every Boston resident to make 
testing a regular part of their rou-
tine. It also encourages employers 
to let their employees know about 
testing resources available to them. 
The City of Boston is offering ben-
efit-eligible City employees one 
paid hour every 14 days to get 
tested during their normal work 
hours. Several local businesses 
have also committed to signing the 
pledge, to ensure their employees 

know how and when to get tested 
for COVID-19. 

I encourage everyone in our city 
to look at the testing resources 
we have worked so hard to make 
available, and seriously consider 
getting tested to protect themselves 
and their communities as we work 
to stop this increase in COVID-19 
cases. Here are some reasons why 
you should get tested: 

If you are experiencing COVID-
like symptoms, like fever, cough, 
or shortness of breath

If you are at high risk for com-
plications from COVID-19

If you have been in contact with 
someone who was infected with 
COVID-19

If you have traveled or have 
been in large gatherings

The City offers free testing for 
residents with or without COVID-
like symptoms through our mobile 
testing teams currently in East Bos-
ton’s Central Square and at Jubi-
lee Christian Church in Mattapan 
through Saturday, November 14. 
The teams change locations every 
couple of weeks to increase testing 
accessibility and availability, pri-
oritizing neighborhoods that need 

dedicated testing efforts. For loca-
tions and hours of the more than 
30 COVID-19 testing sites we 
have in the City, including these 
mobile sites, please visit boston.
gov/covid19-testing. 

We are entering a critical time 
in this pandemic, and everyone 
who does their part will help save 
lives, and make a real difference. 
By following the safety guidelines, 
everyone can minimize the spread. 
In addition to getting tested, res-
idents should continue to wear 
a face covering or mask, stay six 
feet apart from others, wash your 
hands often with soap and warm 
water, and avoid crowds and gath-
erings. 

Together, we will continue to 
keep our city and our communities 
safe.

Individuals and businesses that 
would like more information or 
to sign the pledge can visit bos-
ton.gov/testing-pledge. You can 
also share #GetTheTestBoston on 
social media to encourage your 
network to get tested.

Martin J. Walsh is the Mayor of 
Boston.

Help your city by getting tested for CovID-19

Guest Op-ed
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Guest Op-ed

By Cardinal Sean O’Malley

Today our country, one of 
the oldest democracies and most 
diverse societies in the world, 
should take pride in the success of 
the electoral process. We thank all 
the candidates who have partic-
ipated in the elections and com-
mend the historic voter turnout, 
a tribute to the citizens who voted 
in such striking numbers, in stark 
contrast to earlier elections. That 
encouraging sign has opened the 
way to begin a process of partici-
pation among all citizens however 
they voted. As Catholics we are 
committed to the common good, 
social justice and the Gospel of 
Life. Participation in the political 
process is a sacred duty. In a coun-
try facing the threefold challenge 
of addressing a global pandemic, 
repairing a fractured economy and 
renewing a national commitment 
to the goals of racial justice and 
equality, the broad participation 
of citizens in the election should 
be a foundation for rebuilding our 
unity as a people.

The President and those who 
will serve with him have both the 
opportunity and the challenge of 
rebuilding civic trust, of providing 
a sense of hope in a time of social 
crisis, and of calling us all to share 
our best talents and energies in a 

common task. Our prayers should 
be with all those called to lead the 
country.

The task we face is not fully 
captured in the data; the num-
bers, charts and graphs, the task is 
also a spiritual challenge. As Pope 
Francis shared in the recent Encyc-
lical Letter, Fratelli Tutti, we are 
called to promote ‘friendship and 
an acknowledgement of the worth 
of every human person, always 
and everywhere’. Each citizen, 
each person, across lines of color, 
ethnicity, of faith and philosophy, 
can and should be asked to place 
solidarity over inequality, compas-
sion over revenge, generosity over 
self-interest.

An election is never only about 
who wins and who loses. It is 
always about a moment in time 
when a new beginning is possi-
ble. Such a beginning relies upon 
our best traditions and aspirations: 
belief in our common humani-
ty and the unique dignity of each 
person in the land; beliefs which 
can bind us together, rich and 
poor, black and white, citizens and 
dreamers, women and men.  We 
are now at a moment when a new 
beginning is not only possible but 
urgently necessary. The work at 
hand calls us to respect the opin-
ions of others, to dialogue about 

differing perspectives, to seek rec-
onciliation where there has been 
estrangement, to work for healing 
among the people of our country. I 
confidently believe that as a nation 
we can achieve these goals, to rise 
above our differences, to embrace 
our unity as brothers and sisters 
who lives are a gift from God and 
who share a mission to build a just 
society.

We must not succumb to resent-
ments based in divergent politi-
cal views and divisions that have 
emerged from the stress of recent 
months. The challenge is always to 
transform a crowd into a commu-
nity, a people who share a commit-
ment to building a civilization of 
love and a culture that can sustain 
democracy, freedom and respect 
for human rights. Let us remem-
ber the unity and charity we are 
called to at the celebration of the 
Eucharist and in the proclamation 
of the Scriptures. Let us witness to 
the ideals of the Gospel, striving to 
have a positive impact on our fam-
ilies, communities and the nation 
in these crucial days. Let us follow 
Jesus’ call to love one another as 
He has loved us.

Sean O’Malley is the American 
cardinal of the Catholic Church 
serving as the Archbishop of Bos-
ton.

Democratic process must be protected by not succumbing 
to resentments based on differences in political views

By Joanne Massaro, BHHR IAG Member

As the Bunker Hill Housing 
Redevelopment (BHHR) proj-
ect Article 80 process continues, 
through long meetings on Zoom, 
there are residents who are not 
participating but who may want 
to understand the issues and their 
implication for Charlestown’s 
future. 

While there have been a myriad 
of issues and concerns raised in the 
discussion so far, here are a few 
that are at a critical point along 
with my thoughts on each.  

•All-affordable buildings:  At 
the 10/28 IAG meeting, I com-
mended the BHHR development 
team for presenting alternative 
options for reducing the number 
of all affordable buildings from 5 
to 3.  After months of financial-
ly infeasible we are now at too 
complex. That’s progress but it’s 
just the beginning. I believe there 

are more options to explore, and 
further we can go to reduce the 
overall number of all affordable 
buildings. 

From the beginning, my under-
standing was that the Corcoran-
SunCal proposal had included 
one LIHTC building of about 
200-300 units for seniors and the 
disabled. The first two all afford-
able buildings (Phase 1 family and 
Phase 3 senior/disabled) have a 
combined unit count in this range.

We need a commitment from 
the developer to keep it at just 
these 2 buildings and to come 
up with other creative options 
for incorporating the remaining 
units into the mixed income build-
ings. It is possible, even if at first 
glance it appears too complex. 
I have faith in the expertise of 
the development team and the 
housing professionals at the BHA, 
BPDA and DND to get it done.

•Density: At 2,699 units, I am 

among those who think the plan is 
too dense for the site.  I do under-
stand the developers rationale for 
this number and their conundrum 
given the current state of financing 
options. (Hopefully the admin-
istration change in Washington 
will broaden these options.) But 
I also believe in the end, the long 
term success of this project will 
be hindered by cramming in so 
many units.  As one of my fellow 
IAG members has said, it’s like 
putting 10 pounds of housing in a 
5 pound bag.

•Design: It’s hard to believe the 
generic apartment building designs 
we have seen for Phase 1 will 
be attractive to market rate rent-
ers who have comparably priced 
options, with better locations clos-
er to transit.  I’ve seen nothing so 
far that says ‘Charlestown‘ which 
one would assume would make 
the project more attractive and 

bunker Hill development needs more collaboration

Guest Op-ed

(op-Ed Pg. 4)

confident R2 met the requirements 
and is committed to the neighbor-
hood.

“I am confident that R2 Resilient 
Remedies is more than qualified 
to meet community expectations 
and concerns,” he wrote. “I have 
personally known the proponents 
for many years. I know their com-
mitment to the local neighborhood 
is utmost in their mind as they 
attempt to proceed forward with 
this venture. I have also heard 
from community residents, some 
of whom were not necessarily 
pro-cannabis, that believe the R2 
team has presented a clear case as 
to their ability to effectively oper-
ate such a business.”

Ryan added that he supports 
Jack Kelly and his proposal first 
and foremost, but would be “more 
than happy to support anyone that 
gets a license.”

Edwards, who has been very 
critical this week of the competing 
proposal, said she supports Kelly 
and the R2 team. She said she’s 
confident they can overcome any 
obstacles that present themselves.

“From the time that the City 
began reviewing applications for 
marijuana establishments, it has 
been my preference that neighbor-
hood residents be granted HCAs 
where possible,” she said. “While 
I understand that some members 
of the Charlestown community 

still have concerns about the pos-
sible negative impacts of a mari-
juana dispensary being located in 
Sullivan Square, I have full con-
fidence in this ownership group’s 
ability to address those concerns. 
During the community outreach 
meeting held last week the pro-
posal was well received by local 
residents. My office has received 
letters of support for this applica-
tion from over 100 Charlestown 
residents and The Charlestown 
Coalition, a social services organi-
zation focused on substance abuse 
prevention, education, and recov-
ery services.”

The Charlestown Coalition 
and its parent, MGH Center for 
Community Health Improvement 
(CCHI), also endorsed the R2 
plan, noting that Kelly has been an 
active volunteer and participant of 
their Coalition for years. 

“An anchor strategy of our 
work is to support locally owned 
and operated business,” the letter 
read. “We recognize that over 50 
cannabis retail stores will open 
throughout Boston and feel strong-
ly that a Charlestown location 
should be owned and operated 
by a current Charlestown resident 
who is committed to improving the 
health of Charlestown. Jack Kelly 
has consistently demonstrated his 
commitment to this community.”

Charlestown Ward and 
Precincts Presidential election 
results

Charlestown Totals (Top 8 
Citywide Advance for five seats 
on Nov. 5)

Donald Trump/Mike Pence 
(R) – 2,102

Joe Biden/Kamala Harris (D) 
– 7,693

2-1 – (Zelma Lacey House)
Donald Trump (R) - 369
Joe Biden (D) – 1,230

2-2 (Harvard-Kent School –)
Donald Trump (R) - 408
Joe Biden (D) – 1,615

2-3 (Zelma Lacey House)
Donald Trump (R) - 186
Joe Biden (D) - 900

2-4 (Harvard-Kent School –)
Donald Trump (R) - 224
Joe Biden (D) - 891

2-5 (Edwards Middle School 
–)

Donald Trump (R) - 260
Joe Biden (D) - 912

2-6 (Edwards Middle School)
Donald Trump (R) - 364
Joe Biden (D) – 1,105

2-7 (Golden Age Center)
Donald Trump (R) - 291
Joe Biden (D) – 1,040

How Charlestown voted
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EXTREMELY 
THANKFUL FOR 
THE INCREDIBLE 
GENEROSITY

To the editor:
The Harvard-Kent Parents 

Association is extremely thank-
ful for the incredible generosity 
of everyone who supported our 
Fall Fundraiser. We would also 
like to thank our corporate spon-
sors: Harvard-Kent Leadership 
& Scholarship Partnership, 
Inc., Bunker Hill Housing 
Redevelopment Team-Joseph J. 
Corcoran Co & Leggat McCall 
Properties, The Flatley Company, 
Hood Park, Nancy Roth-Gibson 
Sotheby’s, Owens Companies, 
Reitz Realty Group, Christ 
Church of Charlestown, Friends 
of the Charlestown Navy Yard & 
Grace Bloodwell-Coldwell Banker 
Residential. Thanks to the incred-
ible generosity of our communi-
ty and sponsors we raised over 
$20,000.  Funds raised at our one 
and only fundraiser of the year 
will go towards supporting our 
students and teachers with remote 
learning this school year.  We look 
forward to continuing to support 
our Harvard-Kent Community.

Thank you,
The Harvard-Kent 

Parents Association

THANKSGIVING 2020
To the editor:
As we all know the Pandemic 

has altered all of our lives. 
For the past 35 years a group 

of volunteers have quietly supplied 

cooked meals for many senior citi-
zens in Charlestown, MA 

The meals were prepared at 
the American Legion. The night 
before Thanksgiving a group of 
volunteers from the Boys and Girls 
Club would prep all the vegeta-
bles. 

Thanksgiving Day the delivery 
people would show up to pick up 
the meals and 

deliver them. I cannot thank 
them enough for the years and 
years of help we have received 
from all of them. 

The list is to long to thank 
everyone and we do not do it for 
that reason anyway. 

This year is going to be dif-
ferent with the help of Paul 
Sullivan; Meghan Murray, Ronnie 
Doe (617-816-0870) and Tom 
Howard. We are coordinating a 
delivery system (team) to move 
forward with covid guidelines in 
place. 

We still need volunteers to help 
deliver if you can help please con-
tact Bob 

Sweeney (781-526-9004) or 
contact one of the above orga-
nizers. 

Hopefully, we are back to nor-
mal next year.

God Bless and Stay Safe.
bob Sweeney

SUPPORT OUR 
PROPOSAL

Open Letter to the Charlestown 
Community from the Board of 
Directors of the Kennedy Center

This is a critical moment as 
the Bunker Hill Redevelopment 

Project nears the end of the public 
comment period on November 
20, and heads towards a vote on 
Phase 1.

The Kennedy Center has con-
sistently advocated for high qual-
ity housing and services for the 
residents of Bunker Hill Housing, 
who make up ninety percent of 
our clients.  As a center focused 
on the care and empowerment 
of some of our most vulnera-
ble neighbors, we support the 
opportunity to create a thriving, 
transformed neighborhood which 
promotes the wellbeing of all 
residents, no matter their back-
ground.  The redevelopment team 
took an important step towards 
this inclusive approach by reduc-
ing the number of buildings which 
would be exclusively subsidized 
units and increasing the number 
of integrated, mixed income build-
ings. Now is the time for the next 
step: commit to services and  pro-
grams which promote inclusion 
and neighbor-to-neighbor connec-
tion.

The Kennedy Center propos-
es a way forward:  design high 
quality and affordable childcare 
into the heart of the new com-
munity center with an array of 
other services promoting health 
and wellbeing. Not only is there 
high need for affordable child-
care, there is evidence that quality 
early education programs promote 
social cohesion in mixed income 
communities while also improving 
the economic success of low-in-
come residents and residents of 
color.  Furthermore, we can attract 
additional investments by focusing 
on quality early education and 

services which promote the well-
being of a racially and economi-
cally diverse neighborhood.   The 
state program EEOST  grants up 
to $1million for building projects 
which expand access to affordable 
childcare.

We are ready to partner with 
the redevelopment and our sister 
organizations in Charlestown to 
make such a center a reality as 
soon as possible. We bring 54 
years of experience and a stel-
lar reputation for our network 
of programs for young children, 
families and elders. Our child-
care  programs are accredited, 
with teachers highly trained in not 
only child development, but also 
social emotional development and 
resilience through trauma. Since 
the outbreak of the COVID pan-
demic, we have been a lifeline for 
neighbors: distributing food, PPE, 
cleaning and hygiene kits, and 
activity packs to support  vulner-
able children and seniors isolated 
at home.  Now, while schools 
are shut down, we are open and 
adapting our preschool  to offer 
both in-person and remote pro-
grams with online support to par-
ents.

But we are doing this work out 
of temporary spaces after being 
displaced from the BHA building 
on Bunker Hill street due to pan-
demic restrictions.

The Kennedy Center needs a 
permanent home for programs 
which literally feed and clothe 
our neighbors, and the space to 
expand childcare programs for all 
income levels.  We believe we 
have the skills, the community 
trust, and the long-standing part-

nerships to earn a lead role in 
creating an exemplary new hub 
for community services--a center 
which brings people together from 
all walks of life and ensures special 
attention to the most vulnerable 
of our neighbors: young children 
and elders.

It is urgent to move forward 
the community center as part of 
Phase 1, with the Kennedy Center 
as a lead partner. The effects of 
the pandemic are still unfolding. 
We must sustain our COVID 
response services and we cannot 
forget we have hunger and strug-
gle in Charlestown right alongside 
wealth. The Kennedy Center is 
committed to continuing to work 
in partnership with our “sister” 
organizations in town to provide 
immediate assistance and to build 
long-term resilience. Strong col-
laborations create strong safety 
nets.

We respectfully ask our 
Charlestown neighbors to sup-
port our proposal by submitting 
a public comment on the rede-
velopment.  Full instructions are 
available on the homepage of our 
website www.kennedycenter.org.

members of the board of 
Directors:

eileen Ward, President
Tom Cunha, vice President

eric Philippi, Treasurer
Lorrie morton, Secretary

James Collins
Phyllis Hickey

David Flanagan
Jim Henry

ed Katz
Gina Powers, esq.
Irene b. Kershaw

John L. Tobin, esq.

LETTERS to the Editor

desirable. Instead we’re looking 
at a design that has no sense 
of place.  This despite the stated 
goal in the DPIR (Draft Project 
Impact Report) to integrate the 
project into the rest of the historic 
neighborhood through not just a 
continuation of a street or two, 
but through its design.

•Tree canopy:  The proposed 
deforestation of the site should 
give us all pause. The negative 
impact of removing more than 
300 trees, on the environment and 
the health of residents of the proj-
ect and the broader community, is 
a very real concern.

Replanting trees of 3-inch cal-
iper as was mentioned at the last 
meeting, even if their number is 
more than double the current 

count, will take decades to com-
pensate for the loss of the mature 
trees that now grace the site.

•Phase 1 approval: I understand 
the compelling argument by the 
developer, the BHA and current 
residents to begin Phase 1 as soon 
as possible.   As a community we 
need to listen the residents and 
support them so that this project 
can get underway expeditiously. 
Therefore it is incumbent on the 
developer to take our concerns 
seriously and begin to address 
them in a more collaborative 
and constructive manner. Leggat-
McCall has shown they can do 
this by their attention to reducing 
the number of all affordable build-
ings. Now we need them to also 
focus with us on the design and 

siting of the Phase 1 buildings and 
on protecting and minimizing the 
impact on the trees that currently 
stand in the way.

Solutions to density, however, 
may not be immediately available. 
Rather than holding up Phase 1 
(with the essential caveat that all 
other issues have been satisfacto-
rily addressed), I suggest we uti-
lize the U-subdistrict regulatory 
agreement to protect our future 
rights. For example, the density 
limit should be granted only pro-
visionally, with a clear timeline for 
reevaluating it and a goal of reduc-
ing the upper limit, all written into 
the agreement.

•Plan: Charlestown can pro-
vide one forum for this discus-
sion and for developing solutions. 

These include envisioning how to 
incorporate the affordable hous-
ing needed, both deeply affordable 
and workforce, into any future 
development projects. But in order 
to ensure all proposed projects are 
part of this discussion, we need 
the City to immediately impose a 
moratorium on any project that 
triggers Article 80. 

I encourage my neighbors to 
weigh in on these and other issues 
and concerns by submitting com-
ments to the BPDA.  If we all do 
our part with a common goal of 
making the BHHR the best it can 
be, we may yet have something we 
as a community can take pride in.

V i s i t  w w w . c h a r l e s t o w n b r i d g e . c o m

The Independent 
Newspaper Group 
reserves the right to 
edit letters for space 

and clarity. We regret 
that we cannot publish 
unsigned letters. Please 
include your street and 
telephone number with 
your submission. The 

Independent Newspaper 
Group publishes col-
umns, viewpoints and 
letters to the editor as 
a forum for readers to 
express their opinions 

and to encourage debate. 
Please note that the opin-

ions expressed are not 
necessarily those of The 
Independent Newspaper 
Group. Text or attach-

ments emailed to editor@
reverejournal.com are 

preferred. 
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By Lauren Bennett

A new program for MBTA ser-
vices looks to temporarily cut the 
Navy Yard Ferry service as the T 
moves to put scarce resources into 
the areas where ridership is heavi-
est and pull back from areas that 
have declined in ridership due to 
COVID-19.

As part of its “Forging Ahead” 
program in response to ridership 
changes, the MBTA announced on 
Nov. 9 several proposed changes to 
service, including potential cuts to 
the Navy Yard Ferry service, and 
looking for feedback from riders.

Ferry service remains at about 
12 percent of pre-COVID rider-
ship, which is about seven pas-
sengers per trip, MBTA GM Steve 
Poftak said. The MBTA is propos-
ing to eliminate all ferry service 
“until ridership returns,” Poftak 
said. For commuters who rely on 
the Charlestown ferry, alternative 
service will be provided by the 93 
bus, he said.

That has already gotten some 
pushback from the neighborhood. 
Michael Parker, president of the 
Friends of the Charlestown Navy 
Yard, said total elimination is a 
step in the wrong direction.

“While Friends of the 
Charlestown Navy Yard recog-
nizes the challenges faced by the 
MBTA caused by decreased rider-
ship during the pandemic, elimina-
tion of the water ferry service is a 
huge step in the wrong direction,” 
he said. “Many Charlestown res-
idents rely heavily on the ferry 
because it is a reliable, and COVID 
safe, way to get to work, doctor’s 
appointments, shopping and other 
daily activities, especially with the 
North Washington Street Bridge 
construction still years away from 
completion.”

State Rep. Dan Ryan said he is 
going to look into how the ferry 
service can remain viable in this era 
of COVID-strained state resources.

“This pandemic has put a great 
strain on many of our govern-
ment subsidized services,” he said. 
“The ferries are a unique form of 
mass transit. Their positive impact 
cannot be measured in traditional 
ridership metrics. This has always 
been the case. I’m going to work 
with MBTA to take a deep dive 
into the best viability of this ser-
vice.”

Parker added that the Navy 
Yard and other waterfront com-
munities have been working hard 
for many years on making water 
transit a new, more reliable option 
in Boston. He said they feel the 
elimination of ferry service could 
also eliminate all the progress 
made on water transit to date.

“Once we emerge from the 
Covid crisis, the water ferry 
promises to be an even more inte-
gral part of an expanded Inner 
Harbor transportation network, 
taking stress off the roadways 
and connecting neighborhoods all 
along the waterfront,” he said. 
“Eliminating ferry service may stall 
that much needed network for 
years. As we saw during the shut-
down of the T during the winter 
of 2015, our transit system is an 
important part of our economy, 
cuts in transit service now will only 
make economic recovery from the 
Covid crisis longer and harder.”

Poftak said at the MBTA Fiscal 
& Management Control Board 
meeting on Monday that for next 
year, there is nearly a $580 million 
budget gap. He said the T is “in 
this position because of a tremen-
dous loss in fare revenue as rider-
ship has decreased,” and there is 
“very low ridership on certain ser-
vices.” He added that “the service 

reductions are not intended to be 
a permanent shrinkage of MBTA 
services.”

Changes are proposed across 
the range of services offered by the 
MBTA, from rapid transit to ferry 
to the commuter rail to bus service. 
Starting this week, the MBTA will 
be engaging the public through 
virtual community meetings and a 
public hearing to gather feedback 
about the proposed changes to ser-
vice. There is also an online com-
ment form for riders to provide 
questions and comments.

“The MBTA’s fare revenue, 
while above the lowest levels seen 
at the beginning of the pandemic, 
has remained at unprecedentedly 
low levels and the ongoing impact 
of COVID-19 in Massachusetts is 
likely to limit our path to recov-
ery,” Poftak said in a video post-
ed on the MBTA’s Forging Ahead 
webpage.

He said that the T is currently 
still only running about 330,000 
trips during an average weekday, 
but is running about the same level 
of service as it did to have 1.26 mil-
lion trips before the pandemic hit.

“This level of service delivery, 
along with the loss in revenue, is 
not sustainable,” Poftak said.

He said that since August, rid-
ership, along with fare revenue 
trends, have been monitored by the 
MBTA, and he said that the MBTA 
is “taking steps to control costs,” 
which includes “implementing a 
head count freeze, pausing execu-
tive pay increases,” and “updating 
our savings projection” from the 
RIDE service because of lower 
ridership.

RAPID TRANSIT
Poftak said that a 20 percent 

reduction in frequency of rapid 
transit trains is proposed, and 
would be achieved by extending 
headways by about a minute.

“These changes are well within 
the service delivery policy that was 
passed in 2017,” he said, though 
he added that it is “obviously a 
reduction in service.”

Another large change proposed 
for rapid transit trains would stop 
service at midnight instead of 1am, 
and for the E Line to end at 
Brigham Circle, where passengers 
can transfer to the 39 bus for con-
tinued service to Heath Street.

bUS
Poftak said that bus service 

“remains among our most durable 
services in terms of ridership,” but 
changes are still being proposed 
including reducing the number of 
routes run as well as “consoli-
dating and restructuring certain 
routes,” Poftak said. Some routes 
will also be eliminated. He said 
that 80 routes have been deemed 
“essential,” and 60 have been 
deemed “non-essential,” which 
could face a drop in frequency by 
20 percent. Essential routes could 
see an aggregate drop in frequency 
by five percent, “but it will not be 
an across the board cut,” Poftak 
said, as crowding will continue to 
be monitored on bus routes and 
service can be adjusted accord-
ingly.

oPPoSITIoN
Many riders are concerned 

about these proposed changes, and 
have spoken out in opposition.  
A coalition of “business, labor, 
transportation, and environmental 
justice organizations” has banded 
together to form a campaign called 
Transit is Essential. The campaign 
“will underscore the importance 
of keeping the T accessible and 
affordable to all,” according to a 
press release.

City Councilor and mayoral 
candidate Michelle Wu has advo-
cated for accessible and free public 
transportation throughout her ten-

ure as a councilor. She tweeted on 
Monday, “How many more times 
do we need to say it?? It’s unac-
ceptable & dangerous to cut public 
transit service—aka crowd people 
into more limited spaces—during 
a pandemic. @BOSCityCouncil 
voted to stand w 500+ people who 
sent in testimony opposing this at 
today’s @MBTA board mtg.”

City Councilor Lydia Edwards 
also spoke out in opposition of the 
cuts, tweeting “These service cuts 
would disproportionately affect 
essential workers in places like 
East Boston and will incentivize 
people to drive which will worsen 
traffic and pollution. We should be 
making it easier for people to take 
transit, not harder.”

State Senator Sal DiDomenico 
testified at the meeting on 
Monday, calling for the continu-
ation of Phase One of the resolu-
tions for the environmental justice 
corridor in the Fiscal Year 2021 
and 2022 capital investment plan, 
including the electrification of the 
Newburyport/Rockport line, high-
er train frequency, and the fares set 
at the rapid transit rate.

He said that it is “a matter 
of environmental justice for those 
neighborhoods” in his district 
where the diesel engine trains emit 
exhaust.

“So many essential workers rely 
on public transportation,” he said, 
and they need to be able to take 
transit without worrying about 
crowding.

The proposed cuts are not yet 
set in stone, and the public is 
encouraged to provide feedback 
about the changes. A vote on the 
changes is expected by the MBTA 
Fiscal and Management Control 
on December 7. For more informa-
tion on the proposals and to sub-
mit comments, visit https://www.
mbta.com/forging-ahead.

mbTA service changes for CovID-19 include cutting Charlestown ferry service

and upset by the Heritage proposal 
and lack of honestly.

“They lied,” she said, referring 
to the ownership issue of the com-
pany that has been stated pub-
licly, but inconsistent with what 
Edwards said she was told. “That 
is unacceptable to enter my district, 
and especially into Charlestown. 
They lied to me about the own-
ership and put in phony support 
letters with the wrong zip code and 
are in such a rush for no reason.

“It hurts me to oppose an equity 
applicant like them, but I refuse to 
allow a precedent to be set in my 
district for half-(expletive deleted), 
incomplete and lazy applications 
to win a license,” she continued. 
“I’ve never opposed something so 
deeply. This is usual for me to ask 
an applicant in the zoning process 

to wait a bit to come back with 
some better options…It’s the usual 
back and forth and they have not 
been willing to participate in that. 
I have never been so deeply offend-
ed.”

One major sticking point 
among many, Edwards continued, 
was the ownership makeup of the 
company, which has been a topic 
of discussion for several weeks as 
private investors engage in talks 
with the company. Edwards said 
in a private Zoom meeting some 
time ago, Heritage owners Nike 
John and Maggie Suprey said that 
New England Development owned 
41 percent of the company, John 
owned 51 percent and Suprey 9 
percent. In public meetings more 
recently, though, John and Suprey 
have said they are both 100 per-

cent owners, but are talking with 
investors at the moment.

They have denied that New 
England Development is involved, 
as has New England Development. 
However, some executives from 
New England Development have 
been in investment talks with 
Heritage on their own accord sep-
arate from the company.

Edwards added that she is also 
offended by the rush to have a 
hearing at the Cannabis Board 
on Nov. 12, before she could ade-
quately address her concerns with 
them due to taking time off for 
her loss.

“It’s the worst application I’ve 
ever seen,” she said.

Heritage’s John said they had 
reached out to Edwards on eight 
occasions and never heard back 

from her.
“After reaching out on eight 

occasions and receiving no feed-
back about our application, our 
team is delighted that Councilor 
Edwards has finally indicated the 
source of her trepidation about our 
proposal, even if it is misguided,” 
said John. “We are proud to be 
certified Boston Equity Applicants 
and have been transparent about 
our ownership structure through 
disclosures to the Boston Cannabis 
Board, stakeholders, and the com-
munity at large.”

Edwards said the communica-
tion has been clear to her, and in 
her opinion it has been offensive 
and snarky, she said. She said the 
cannabis regulations in Boston 
allow Heritage to jump to the front 
of the line at the Cannabis Board 

because they are a “true equity” 
applicant. R2 has a different social 
equity license that doesn’t allow 
fast-tracking because Charlestown 
– unlike Chelsea and 28 other 
communities in the state – is not an 
Area of Disproportionate Impact 
(ADI) from the war on drugs, 
as defined by the state and City 
(only Roxbury, Dorchester and 
Mattapan are ADIs in Boston). She 
said being patient and addressing 
her concerns wouldn’t have caused 
them to lose the competition.

“I don’t want anyone to ever 
look at what they did and think 
that’s how they will get a cannabis 
license or HCA in Boston – let 
alone my district,” said Edwards.

Heritage Club has a spot on the 
Cannabis Board’s Nov. 12 online 
meeting, which starts at 1 p.m.

oppoSe  (from pg. 1)



PA G e  6 N o v e m b e R  1 2 ,  2 0 2 0T H E  C H A R L E S T O W N  PAT R I O T- B R I D G E

HHIIGGHHLLIIGGHHTTSS  OOFF  KKEENNNNEEDDYY  CCEENNTTEERR  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS  AANNDD  SSEERRVVIICCEESS
EEaarrllyy  EEdduuccaattiioonn  PPrrooggrraammss
● Official Area Agency for the Boston Family Engagement Network
● Head Start and Early Head Start for Toddlers covering ages 19 months to age 
5 with a full range of support services for the whole family and referrals for 
health and early intervention services
● Boston Public Schools universal pre-kindergarten
● Parent-child playgroups including literacy activities, Ages and Stages 
developmental assessment, and parent or grandparent support workshops
● COVID Response: in-person childcare while schools are shut down, 
“school-in-a-bag” materials for learning at home, online parent-child workshops 
for kindergarten preparation, social-emotional wellness activities
CCoommmmuunniittyy  OOuuttrreeaacchh
● Holiday Toy Drive serving 700 children
● Collaboration and cross-referrals for support: Center for Adult Ed, 
Charlestown Coalition, Charlestown Residents Association
● School vacation mealpacks and afterschool meals with homework support for 
school-age children
● Partnerships with over 70 regional organizations to provide resources and 
referrals for specialized services, such as clothing from Cradles to Crayons
● Charlestown Farmers Market
● COVID Response: Case manager 1:1 support to access public benefits for 
low-income residents and assistance from emergency funds such as the 
Charlestown Compassionate Fund and Boston Resiliency funds
● 10,500 meals, hundreds of grocery bags, and 500 wellness kits distributed 
March-July
SSeenniioorr  SSeerrvviicceess
● Designated Area Agency for the Boston Commission on Elderly Affairs
● In-home caregiver service for chores and personal care
● Fall prevention and other wellness workshops
● Assistance accessing benefits such as fuel assistance, discounts on 
prescriptions
● Luncheons and social gatherings to prevent isolation
● COVID response: wellness checks, delivery of free groceries, cleaning 
supplies, hygiene kits, and isolation-buster packs
● Bunker Hill Pride Packs for decoration and celebration during quarantine

PPhhaassee  11  ooff  tthhee  BBuunnkkeerr  HHiillll  HHoouussiinngg  RReeddeevveellooppmmeenntt  pprroojjeecctt  iiss  nneeaarriinngg  
aa  vvoottee  ttoo  mmoovvee  ffoorrwwaarrdd..  TThhee  KKeennnneeddyy  CCeenntteerr  rreeqquueessttss  aa  ppaarrttnneerrsshhiipp  
wwiitthh  tthhee  rreeddeevveellooppmmeenntt  ttoo  eennssuurree  tthhaatt  wwee  ccaann  ccoonnttiinnuuee  aanndd  eexxppaanndd  
oouurr  ccrriittiiccaall  sseerrvviicceess  ffoorr  ffaammiilliieess  aanndd  sseenniioorrss  ffoorr  tthhee  lloonngg--tteerrmm..  TThhee  

rreeddeevveellooppmmeenntt  ttaakkeess  ddoowwnn  oouurr  ffoorrmmeerr  hhoommee  aatt  5555  BBuunnkkeerr  HHiillll  SSttrreeeett  
aanndd  wwee  wwiillll  nneeeedd  aa  ppeerrmmaanneenntt  hhoommee..  WWee  sseeeekk  aa  ccoommmmiittmmeenntt  ffrroomm  

tthhee  rreeddeevveellooppeerrss  ttoo  ppaarrttnneerr  wwiitthh  uuss  ttoo  ccrreeaattee  aa  nneeww  hhuubb  ffoorr  
ccoommmmuunniittyy  sseerrvviicceess----aa  cceenntteerr  wwhhiicchh  bbrriinnggss  ppeeooppllee  ttooggeetthheerr  ffrroomm  aallll  
wwaallkkss  ooff  lliiffee  aanndd  eennssuurreess  ssppeecciiaall  aatttteennttiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  mmoosstt  vvuullnneerraabbllee  ooff  

oouurr  nneeiigghhbboorrss::  yyoouunngg  cchhiillddrreenn  aanndd  eellddeerrss..
IItt  iiss  uurrggeenntt  ttoo  mmoovvee  ffoorrwwaarrdd  tthhee  ccoommmmuunniittyy  cceenntteerr  aass  ppaarrtt  ooff  PPhhaassee  11..  
TThhee  eeffffeeccttss  ooff  tthhee  ppaannddeemmiicc  aarree  ssttiillll  uunnffoollddiinngg..  WWee  mmuusstt  ssuussttaaiinn  oouurr  

CCOOVVIIDD  rreessppoonnssee  sseerrvviicceess  aanndd  wwee  ccaannnnoott  ffoorrggeett  wwee  hhaavvee  hhuunnggeerr  aanndd  
ssttrruuggggllee  iinn  CChhaarrlleessttoowwnn  rriigghhtt  aalloonnggssiiddee  wweeaalltthh..  PPlleeaassee  ssuuppppoorrtt  uuss  
bbyy  ssuubbmmiittttiinngg  aa  ppuubblliicc  ccoommmmeenntt  tthhaatt  ssuuppppoorrttss  tthhee  rreeddeevveellooppmmeenntt,,  

iinncclluuddiinngg  ppaarrttnneerrsshhiipp  wwiitthh  tthhee  KKeennnneeddyy  CCeenntteerr..  
FFoorr  iinnssttrruuccttiioonnss  oonn  hhooww  ttoo  ssuubbmmiitt,,  aanndd  ffuurrtthheerr  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  oonn  tthhee  

KKeennnneeddyy  CCeenntteerr  pprrooggrraammss,,  vviissiitt  wwwwww..kkeennnneeddyycceenntteerr..oorrgg..

Please visit kennedycenter.org today 

to support the Kennedy Center as a partner in Community Redevelopment. 

ttoo  ssuuppppoorrtt  tthhee  KKeennnneeddyy  CCeenntteerr  aass  aa  ppaarrttnneerr  iinn  CCoommmmuunniittyy  RReeddeevveellooppmmeenntt..  

By Seth Daniel

The era of remote learning has 
made it hard to keep traditions 
alive in the public schools, but the 
Warren Prescott School successful-
ly pulled off their annual Veterans 
Day celebration online Tuesday – 
with kids honoring veterans from 
the school community and the 
greater community.

Principal Michele Davis said 
they worked hard to pull together 
the annual Veterans Day assembly 
in an online format, and weren’t 
sure how it would go. The results 
were fantastic, though, she said.

“We are working hard to keep 
our in person learning traditions 
by hosting our traditions virtu-
ally,” she said. “Tuesday we had 
a virtual Veterans Day assembly 
that was fantastic. We had  almost 
400 students in attendance from 
grades 1-8. We were so proud 

to continue with this tradition 
although virtually.”

The event was planned by W-P 
staffers John Mari and Donna 
Hickey, who searched for local vet-
erans to include and worked out a 
format that honored Veterans and 
helped students to learn about the 
historical events they participated 
in.

Davis said it was a diverse 
group of veterans and each spoke 
very “eloquently” about their 
experiences and answered ques-
tions from excited W-P students.

Veterans who were in atten-
dance included:

•Captain Ryan Engle 
•Captain Danielle Engle
•Sergeant Joe Zuffante (also 

president of the Abraham Lincoln 
Post in Charlestown).

•Master Sergeant Dan Noonan 
(former Battle of Bunker Hill Day 
Chief Marshal).

Warren Prescott School keeps tradition 
going with veterans Day ceremony

The Veterans Day online assembly for the Warren Prescott helped keep 
the annual tradition alive – even if only on the computer screen. More 
than 400 students participated and listened to the experiences of vet-
erans in the community. Pictured here are Principal Michele Davis and 
Coordinator Donna Hickey – as well as veterans Ray Engle, Danielle 
Engle, Joe Zuffante and Danny Noonan.

Capt. Danielle Engle is pictured here with the many veterans in her fam-
ily, as well as during her service.
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Offer requires enrollment in both automatic payments and paperless billing through Xfinity My Account. Ends 12/19/20. Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas. New residential customers only. Limited to Performance 
Pro Internet. Equipment, installation, taxes and fees extra, and subject to change during and after promo. After promo, regular rates apply. Service limited to a single outlet. May not be combined with other offers. Subscriptions 
required to access Peacock, Hulu, Prime Video and Netflix. Peacock Premium is a $4.99/mo. value. Internet: Actual speeds vary and are not guaranteed. Flex: Not available to current Xfinity TV customers. Requires post-paid 
subscription to Xfinity Internet, excluding Internet Essentials. Pricing subject to change. Taxes, fees and other applicable charges extra, and subject to change. Limited to 3 devices. 1 device included, additional devices $5/mo. 
per device. All devices must be returned when service ends. Viewing will count against any Comcast data plan. Call for restrictions and complete details. © 2020 Comcast. All rights reserved. Individual programs and marks are 
the property of their respective owners. NPA231863-0008  GBR-Comp-Q4-39Flex - V1

Speed, flexibility, streaming. 
Options, options, options.
Everyone uses their Internet a little differently, so when it’s time to find a plan that fits you, it’s good to know you have 
options. And Xfinity gives you the ones you need. If you’re on a budget, there’s a speed for that. If you’re not ready to 
commit, you can get a plan without an annual contract. And if you want entertainment, an Xfinity Flex 4K streaming device 
is included no matter what option you choose. You also get access to Peacock — NBCUniversal’s new streaming service — 
at no extra cost, so you can watch tons of iconic movies, shows, sports and more. It’s Internet with the power of options.  
And that’s simple, easy, awesome.

Go to xfinity.com, call 1-800-xfinity or visit an Xfinity Store today.

30-day  
money-back  

guarantee

Add a Flex 4K 
streaming device  

at no extra cost —  
with  

Peacock Premium 
included

Get started with  
Xfinity Internet

Equipment, taxes and other 
charges extra, and subj. to change. 

See details below.

39$  
a month/ 
1 year

99
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Softball (from pg. 1)

•  24/7 Emergency
   & Critical Care
•  Acupuncture
•  Anesthesiology
•  Avian &
   Exotic Medicine
•  Behavior
•  Cardiology
•  Dentistry
•  Dermatology
•  Diagnostic
   Imaging

•  Internal Medicine
•  Neurology
•  Nutrition
•  Oncology
•  Ophthalmology
•  Pathology
•  Pain &
   Palliative Care
•  Physical Rehabilitation
•  Surgery

•  Management of Chronic Diseases
   (such as kidney disease, diabetes,
   arthritis, heart disease)
•  Direct Access to Angell’s
   board-certified specialists
•  Weekend & Evening Appointments
•  Geriatric Medicine
•  Free On-Site Parking

Compassionate,
Comprehensive Care

350 South Huntington Avenue  |  Boston, MA
617-522-7282  |  angell.org

Angell is prepared
to help!

Ruff day?

GRACE BLOODWELL, Broker
15+ Years Experience, Local Resident

Seller, Buyer & Landlord Representation

Please call with your real estate questions.

617-512-4939
grace.bloodwell@nemoves.com

Coldwell Banker | 2 Thompson Sq | Charlestown MA

Gas Light District One 
Bedroom with Roof Deck

Available Dec. 15, 2020

$2,250/mo

Felica Burgos with her 
Championship jersey and hold-
ing the tropy is all smiles after 
the game last Sunday afternoon. 
Burgos hit a tremendous blast for 
a home run late in the game for 
her team.

Head Coach Jack Schievink heads out to greet his champions after the game ended last Sunday afternoon.

A blast out to left field sent in two 
other runs as, Felica Burgos slides 
under a tag at home plate, to give 
her a home run.

With an outstanding champion-
ship game, #4 Sandra Watne only 
gave up 2 runs and not many hits 
to get the win and the champion-
ship for her team on Sunday.

Caroline Conroy was amazing 
behind the plate all day. With the game at hand, the team lined up for the trophy presentation.

Boston Latin had two key hits 
while Caroline Conroy of Latin 
Academy had a two-run triple.

In addition to Carleigh 
Schievink, the other Charlestown-
based players who made strong 
contributions to the title-win-
ning campaign were Angelina 
Hernandez, Alexis Copithorn, and 
Ryleigh Arroyo.

The weather was summer-like 
at the Charlestown High field 
on the final day of the season. 
All players and coaches followed 
social distancing guidelines on the 

bench and in the playing field 
during games.

The Blue Diamonds received 
their USA Fall League champi-
onship trophy following Sunday’s 
game.

“It’s awesome to win the cham-
pionship,” said Jack Schievink, 
who was assisted on the road to 
the title by coach Billy Nugent. 
“We’ve won spring and summer 
titles and made it to the fall finals 
almost every year. We finally won 
the fall league this year, so it feels 
awesome.”

The Charlestown league usually 
holds a season-ending awards ban-
quet. The celebration was original-
ly scheduled for Nov. 19 but the 
date has been moved to Jan. 14, 
2021 at the Knights of Columbus.

The dynasty grows
The Charlestown Blue 

Diamonds Youth Softball League 

has claimed 12 inter-city champi-
onships over the past ten years. 
The 12-Under team joined the 
18-Under contingent in title land 
by winning the 2020 Middle Essex 
Summer League crown. The Blue 
Diamonds also conduct an Under-
8 instructional softball league.

Some of the Blue Diamonds’ 

teams compete in a winter league 
at an indoor facility in Topsfield. 
One of the winter league play-
ers is Carleigh Schievink, who 
hopes to compete in college soft-
ball. Among her final choices 
are Bridgewater State University, 
Salem State University, and Curry 
College.
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To ADvErTISE PLEASE CALL 781-485-0588

By Seth Daniel

The occurrence of COVID-19 
for the recovery community in 
Charlestown has presented monu-
mental challenges to staying sober, 
but it has also pulled the com-
munity closer together like never 
before and led to great victories 
for sobriety.

But a lot of that has been 
dependent on in-person meetings 
outside at the Charlestown stadi-
um, and the cold weather is look-
ing to threaten all of that progress 
– sending people back inside to 
isolation and ending a very popu-
lar exercise program in the Town.

Now Shannon Lundin White 
of the Charlestown Coalition said 

they are hoping to find a space 
inside where they can meet the 
guidelines and still meet safely.

“We have 30 or 40 people at 
the bleachers now as opposed to 
the 80 or 100 because it’s cold-
er,” she said. “People get seasonal 
depression or don’t want to sit in 
the cold for an hour. Soon enough 
we won’t be able to be outside at 
all. We saw an increase in fatal 
overdoses before, and we just had 
one last week. Zoom doesn’t work 
for everyone. Many in recovery 
look to the interaction and things 
you can’t feel on Zoom to get 
through. I see even more problems 
if we get to a point where we can’t 
meet in person again.”

Right now, White said they are 
looking at several options. 

They are putting out a call 
for anyone who might be able to 
provide them space at the proper 
COVID-19 guidelines for gath-
erings. Meanwhile, they are also 
looking into a tent with heaters 
for an outdoor assembly with the 
help of MGH and the Coalition, 
but they don’t have the land to 
put it on. 

“The issue with the tents is we 
don’t have a space to put it,” she 
said. “We can’t do it on Parks and 
Recreation property. We need to 
find private property.”

The need is urgent, she said, 
because since returning to meet-
ings outside on the bleachers, they 
have had more than 40 people 
celebrate one year sober. With the 
one-year milestone the hardest to 

Staff Report

Youth Hockey leagues 
across the state, including the 
Charlestown Youth Hockey 
Association (CYHA), returned to 
the ice on Saturday after a pause 
put on youth ice hockey by Gov. 
Charlie Baker in late October due 
to clusters of COVID-19 cases 
showing up at some suburban 
rinks.

CYHA Board members put out 
a letter welcoming back the hun-
dreds of kids that are participating 
this year on Nov. 3 and indicated 
that the return could be as soon as 
last weekend. The go-ahead finally 
came for Saturday, and CYHA 
teams took to the ice all day 
Saturday and resumed a practice 
schedule this week at the Emmons 
Horrigan O’Neil Rink.

CYHA Board members indi-

cated they had been pro-active in 
implementing strict regulations at 
the local rink before other rinks 
did so. That meant a return to 
play wasn’t going to look much 
different than before as vigi-
lance had been the key already in 
Charlestown.

“We are happy that CYHA 
was proactive and had already 
adopted several practices designed 
to make hockey activities as safe 
as possible and that the operator 
of our home rink also adopt sev-
eral safeguards,” read the letter.  
“When hockey resumes, we expect 
to see more mandatory practices 
that help to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19. On our part, CYHA 
has been proactively seeking guid-
ance and communicating with 
the Department of Public Health 
since before the start of our sea-
son. The good news on the com-
pliance front is that the CYHA and 

Charlestown rink operators had 
proactively chosen to adopt strict-
er standards than already required 
by the Commonwealth and Mass 
Hockey.”

One example of that, they 
said, was that face coverings had 
been mandated from the start of 
the season in September for all 
players, coaches and spectators at 
games and practices. Meanwhile, 
the concession stand hasn’t opened 
and the locker rooms were also 
never opened, which wasn’t the 
case at all rinks in the area.

“Our practices and efforts have 
been made to ensure that kids 
can play hockey without creating 
situations that could lead to ripple 
effects that impact families, school 
activities or other sports,” they 
said. “We are more committed 
than ever to vigilant enforcement 
of safety practices.”

Cold weather threatens gains, stability for recovery community

After a two-week break, CYHA returns to the ice

GYM HOCKEY NEWS
Our shortened season came to an end on 

Halloween with all players receiving a trophy.  
Mother Nature cooperated and only 2 games 
out of 8 scheduled games were cancelled due 
to weather.  All players and parents seemed to 
enjoy playing outdoors, all the feedback we got 

was positive. Keep an eye on the 
Patriot/Bridge for when and where games 

will resume. 
Thank You  

Gym Hockey Board.

achieve, such a number is rare, she 
said. That momentum would be 
lost on Zoom, she fears, and could 
lead to more fatal relapses.

“It could get to the point where 
this is the difference between life 
and death for some people and 
that’s without exaggeration,” she 
said. “The time has come again 
where we’re desperate a seeking a 
place to meet inside or a property 
for the tent.”

Meanwhile, another space issue 
is a popular exercise class run by 
Sam Amado, who worked at Free 
Form Fitness on Sullivan Square. 
While it wasn’t a recovery com-
munity class, White and Amado 
said many from that community 
found the approach helpful and 
attended regularly.

Unfortunately, due to the new 
guidelines, the gym had to close, 
and Amado was doing a boot 
camp outdoors in Everett. With 

the cold coming, that too will have 
to end and space for the class has 
become essential and rare.

“I started in 2017 and have 
been in the Charlestown commu-
nity for three years now,” said 
Amado. “As far as being on the 
other side of the bridge – as I live 
in Everett across from the casino – 
it’s really just been the other side 
of the bridge. I’ve met so many 
great people and we have really 
bonded in the class. The business 
has taken a hit though. It is boot 
camp style and that requires 20 
people and the new regulations 
have it down to five. There are 
options though for personal train-
ing, which is what we’re looking 
towards.”

Classes are only 30 minutes 
and White said they hope to be 
able to stagger them with smaller 
numbers safely.
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By Seth Daniel

Leaders of the Kennedy Center 
and its Board are calling on the 
development team for the Bunker 
Hill Redevelopment to make a 
decision quickly, rather than in a 
later phase of the development, on 
who will be the lead operator for 
the proposed Community Center 
on the site – and not to leave them 
out of discussions on the matter 
either.

Director Thara Fuller and 
the entire Board of the Kennedy 
Center expressed concerns this 
week to the newspaper, and sub-
mitted a letter outlining their con-
cerns, about how the Community 
Center process is going and that 
they would appreciate a quick-
er decision to help them contin-
ue their mission and COVID-19 
operations. She said they want 
to make it clear that they sup-
port the development fully and 
improving the living conditions 
of residents – many of whom are 
their clients – but need some quick 
assurances on where they stand in 
the Community Center operations 
discussion.

“We have been doing this work 
for 54 years and 90 percent of our 
clients are residents and we have 
partnerships all over Charlestown, 
but somehow we seem to be left 
out of the process,” said Fuller. 
“We are providing a lot of services 
for COVID-19 still. We need these 
services now. We’re in a pandemic; 
an emergency situation and people 
are losing jobs, and children are 
being left alone at home while par-
ents have to work. We have been 
serving these families throughout, 

but that could go away. This pan-
demic will have ripple effects and 
these families will continue to need 
these services and the Kennedy 
Center needs that assurance that 
there will be a place for us.”

One of the keys to the situation 
is the building at 50 Bunker Hill 
St., owned by the Boston Housing 
Authority (BHA), has served as 
the hub for the Kennedy Center 
social services, while their other 
building down the street functions 
as a child care school and is fully 
enrolled. Unfortunately, the BHA 
had to ask the Kennedy Center 
to move out due to COVID-19 
restrictions, and this caused them 
to have to move their operations 
three times during the pandemic 
while also feeding, clothing and 
serving the neighborhood. Right 
now, they are located above the 
NEW Charlestown Health Center 
in a temporary space they lease, 
and cannot continue doing so for-
ever. That has prompted them to 
call on the developers to make a 
decision on the Center much soon-
er than previously announced, 
bringing the Kennedy Center to 
the table and giving them assur-
ances they will have the key role 
in operating the Center. That 
will allow them to leverage state 
resources – such as a $1 million 
mixed-income childcare grant – 
that will keep them going until the 
Center is constructed and avail-
able. Without any assurance, the 
key social service part of their 
mission might evaporate.

“We stand ready to partner 
and we would love to be the lead 
organization at the Community 
Center,” said Fuller. “We think we 

have a win-win situation to serve 
the residents and particularly with 
the need for childcare.”

Bunker Hill Redevelopment 
Director Adelaide Grady said 
the Kennedy Center is invited to 
the Community Center assess-
ment meetings – which include 
a triple team of the Charlestown 
Residents Alliance (CRA), the 
BHA and Corcoran. They are, 
and have been, meeting with all 
providers in Charlestown to create 
a vision for the entire community 
at the Center.

“We also intend to main-
tain the open and ongoing dia-
logue during the past five years 
with the Kennedy Center, and all 
service providers in Charlestown, 
who provide these necessary ser-
vices to residents,” said Grady. 
“Since the Kennedy Center is a 
primary abutter, we have con-
sistently been meeting with its 
Executive Director and Board 
to appropriately address con-
cerns relative to the construction 
of Phase One. These issues have 
also been raised and discussed in 
open public and IAG meetings as 
part of the Article 80 process. We 
look forward to our scheduled 
Community Center Subcommittee 
meeting with the Kennedy Center 
next week and remain committed 
to our planning goals of learning 
more about all of the service pro-
viders in Charlestown as we work 
toward developing a community 
center framework by mid-2021.”

Therein lied the difficulty.
While the development team 

is fighting to get through Phase 1 
reviews with the community and 
the City, a Community Center for 
the overall development wasn’t 
expected to be planned out or 
built until much later in the pro-
cess and cannot yet be the primary 
focus. However, the other side of 
the coin is the Kennedy Center is 
and has been providing critical 
services during COVID-19 to the 
most vulnerable population in the 
Town. Now, they seemingly have 
nowhere to base those critical ser-
vices, in part due to COVID, and 
in part due to the impending dem-
olition in the future of the BHA 
building where their social services 
have been housed for decades.

The two timelines are not mesh-
ing, though, as of yet.

“The redevelopment tri-par-
ty team of the BHA, CRA and 
Corcoran shares with the Kennedy 
Center - and all of Charlestown’s 
effective service providers - the 
common priority of improving the 
lives of the 2,500 people who are 

New DDIIRREECCTTOORRYY  ooff  bbuussiinneesssseess

What do you need today? Many merchants and 
service providers are adapting to the current 

crisis with new shopping options. Check here for 
ways to safely shop from your own home.

PPLLAACCEE  YYOOUURR  AADD  IINN  TTHHEE  DDIIRREECCTTOORRYY  TTOODDAAYY!!
GGRREEAATT  iinnttrroodduuccttoorryy  ssppeecciiaallss!!

DDeebb  DDiiGGrreeggoorriioo  --  ddeebb@@tthheebboossttoonnssuunn..ccoomm
SSiioouuxx  GGeerrooww  cchhaarrlleessttoowwnnaaddss@@hhoottmmaaiill..ccoomm

ssttmmaarryyssttccaatthheerriinnee..oorrgg                                  661177--224422--44666644
4466  WWiinntthhrroopp  SStt..                                            CChhaarrlleessttoowwnn,,  0022112299

PUBLIC WELCOME
MA Inspection Station #4498 

Open Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m. - 3:45 p.m

617-242-5782

PPOORRTTSSIIDDEE  TTRRUUCCKK  &&  AAUUTTOO  RREEPPAAIIRR

100 TERMINAL ST.              
CHARLESTOWN

(kennedy center  Pg. 13)

$160/month or save 10% and prepay $1728/year.
12 month lease, get your spot now! 

For more information email Joanie Walls: 
jwalls@diversifiedauto.com

or call directly at (617) 936-2119

Kennedy Center calls for quicker decision 
on new Community Center operator
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PB MARKETPLACE
  SINCE 1985

We Buy it All —— Big or Small!
Specializing  in Coins, 
Comics, Sport’s Cards 

& Stamps
paul.crowley@comcast.net Call Paul   617-791-5274

$$$$

Holding 
onto a gem? *All participants will receive $25 after completion of their 

visit. To complete the visit, participants must create an 
account, give consent, agree to share their electronic 
health records, answer health surveys, and have their 
measurements taken (height, weight, blood pressure, 
etc.), and give blood and urine samples, if asked.

All of Us and the All of Us logo are service marks of the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services.

Why have some communities not 
been a part of medical research?
You can help researchers develop new and better 
treatments that benefit all of us.

Many groups of people have been left out of 
research in the past. That means we know less about 
their health. When you join the All of Us Research 
Program, you'll help researchers learn more about 
what makes people sick or keeps them healthy.

JoinAllofUs.org/NewEngland  
(617) 768-8300
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By MC2 Joshua Samoluk,                  USS 

Constitution Public Affairs

 Flint, Mich. native, Boatswain’s 
Mate 2nd Class Jason Wyatt, 
bid farewell to the officers and 
crew after completing a suc-
cessful 3-year tour aboard USS 
Constitution, Nov. 5.

Duty aboard USS Constitution 
is one of the Navy’s special pro-
grams, and all prospective crew-
members must meet a high stan-
dard of sustained excellence and 
interview to be selected for the 
assignment.

“Take care of each other,” said 
Wyatt.

Wyatt has served in the Navy for 
eight years and USS Constitution 
is his third duty station.  His 
previous commands included 
USS George Washington (CVN-
73) and USS Theodore Roosevelt 
(CVN-71).

Wyatt is a 2006 graduate of 
Grand Blanc High School.

USS Constitution, is the world’s 
oldest commissioned warship 
afloat, and played a crucial role in 
the Barbary Wars and the War of 
1812, actively defending sea lanes 
from 1797 to 1855.

By Seth Daniel

For State Rep. Dan Ryan and 
his family, the Charlestown Boys 
& Girls Club is a multi-genera-
tional way of life, and the Boys 
& Girls Clubs of Boston (BGCB) 
recognized that commitment in a 
ceremony last month that saw him 
inducted into one of the rare spots 
in their Hall of Fame.

Ryan’s parents attended what 
was then the Boy’s Club and the 
Girl’s Club in Charlestown, and 
he also attended as a kid, along 
with his sisters. Now, his kids also 
are growing up at the Club. Add 
that to the exposure he got to 
local government while a young-
ster at the Club – and experience 
he credits with getting him into 
politics – and it equals a Hall of 
Fame tradition.

“It is truly a great honor to be 
recognized by the Boys and Girls 
Club Community and join to the 
ranks of former ‘Club Kids’ who 
attained this title mostly by never 
forgetting the ideals and values 
taught inside our Clubhouses for 
generations,” he said.

Josh Kraft, Nicholas President 
and CEO, Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Boston, said Rep. Ryan exempli-
fied the value they seek to teach 
young people in their Clubs in 
Boston and Chelsea.

“Danny Ryan exemplifies all 
the values that make Boys & Girls 
Clubs of Boston such an import-
ant part of Boston and Chelsea for 
the past 130 years: commitment to 
community, respect and love for 
all, and thoughtful leadership,” 
said Kraft. 

The Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Boston Hall of Fame celebrates a 

tradition of positive influence and 
impact across the communities of 
Boston and Chelsea. Inductees are 
individuals who attended Club 
and have gone on to make import-
ant contributions in their field, are 
role models of exemplary service 
to their community, and continue 
to have a positive impact on their 
Club. Their stories are very dif-
ferent, but all start out the same: 
with the life-changing programs, 
caring and attentive staff, and fun 
and safe environments provided at 
Boys & Girls Clubs of Boston.

Ryan is currently serving his 
third term as State Representative 
for Charlestown and Chelsea 
from the Second Suffolk District 
in the Massachusetts Legislature.  

Dan serves as Vice-Chair of the 
House Post-Audit and Oversight 
Committee.

A Charlestown resident, 
he and his wife Kara are rais-
ing a third generation of “Club 
Kids.” Their daughters Ella and 
Audrey are both members of the 
Charlestown Club Swim Team. 
Their son, Myer, is a Club alum-
nus currently attending graduate 
school at Sacred Heart University 
in Fairfield, CT. Myer was also a 
swim team member and played 
basketball at the Club. Ryan and 
his two sisters, Carla and Marnie, 
grew-up at the Club. Carla cur-
rently serves on the Charlestown 
Club’s Local Advisory Board. 
Ryan’s mom, Maryanne, swam for 
the Girl’s Club as a youngster and 
his dad, Carlo, a World War II vet-
eran, also attended the Boy’s Club 
as a kid in the 1930s.

Ryan’s introduction to public 
service was a direct result of his 
involvement in the Charlestown 
Boys & Girls Club. As a kid, Ryan 
said he enjoyed summer camp, 
playing basketball and attending 
the Friendship Club. These expe-
riences led him to become a staff 
member at the Club as an adult. 
As Teen Center Director in the 
1990s, he chaperoned the annual 
Rocket Club trip to Washington, 
D.C., with then Club Director 
Jerry Steimel. A seed was plant-
ed. The following year, Ryan was 
living in Washington, D.C. while 
working as a legislative aide for 
Congressman Mike Capuano 
when the Rocket Club returned 
for a tour of the Capitol build-
ing. After a 14-year career in the 
Congressman’s office, Ryan won 
his seat at the Massachusetts State 
House in 2014.

State Rep. Dan Ryan inducted into 
boys & Girls Club Hall of Fame

Courtesy Photo

State Rep. Dan Ryan was inducted 
into the Hall of Fame for the Boys 
& Girls Clubs of Boston (BGCB), 
serving Boston and Chelsea. His 
family is a third-generation “Club 
Kid” family, and he said his expe-
riences at the Charlestown Club at 
a young man shaped his interest in 
political service.

Flint native completes successful 
assignment on USS Constitution 

Boatswain’s Mate 2nd Class Jason Wyatt with Commander John Benda.
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BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS          PRICE
Penney, Alyssa R         Donaldson, Matthew R     42 8th St #1402               $605,000 

Caroline G Edwards RET   Carl R Blesius RET      21 Cordis St                $2,480,000 

Dudula, William P Katharine C Barrett LT   141 High St #3         $505,000 

89-91 Main Street LLC Burke Charlestown RT   89-91 Main St        $1,750,000

Smith, Arthur R Kirby, Kathleen 27 Monument Sq #1         $639,000

GJM 48 Pearl Street LLC Naughton, Barbara J 48 Pearl St                $1,200,000

Devlin, William G        Boyer, Keely S          47 Pleasant St         $1,555,000 

R e a l  e s t a t e  Tr a n s f e r s

Elite
253 Main St. • Charlestown • 617-241-5566

www.c21elite.com
Sales • Rentals • Free Market Analysis

Certified Buyer Agents

By John Lynds 

After leveling off two weeks 
ago, the COVID-19 positive test 
rate in Charlestown has once again 
spiked according to the latest data 
released by the Boston Public 
Health Commission (BPHC). 

Of the 7,757 Charlestown resi-
dents tested for the virus 7.8 per-
cent were found to be positive by 
last Friday. This was an increase 
of 69 percent from the 4.6 percent 
that tested positive two Fridays 
ago. The citywide positive test rate 
average was 7.1 percent--a 9 per-
cent decrease from the 7.8 percent 
that tested positive two weeks ago. 

Earlier last month, only 1.7 
percent of Charlestown residents 
were testing positive for the virus 
but that number jumped dramati-
cally as cases continue to spike in 
the city. 

The data shows that overall 
since the pandemic began 4.2 
percent of Charlestown residents 
tested were found to be COVID 
positive. 

The COVID-19 infection in 
Charlestown increased 10 percent 
last week but still remains below 
the citywide average. 

According to the latest BPHC 
data released last Friday the neigh-
borhood’s COVID infection rate 
went from 149.3 cases per 10,000 
residents to 164.8 cases per 10,000 
residents. The citywide average is 

317.8 cases per 10,000 residents. 
Over the week 49 more 

Charlestown residents became 
infected with the virus bringing 
the total number of cases in the 
neighborhood to 320. 

The statistics released by 
the BPHC as part of its week-
ly COVID19 report breaks down 
the number of cases and infection 
rates in each neighborhood. It also 
breaks down the number of cases 
by age, gender and race.

Citywide positive cases of coro-
navirus increased 6.8 percent last 
week and went from 21,206 cases 
to 22,646 cases. 

Thirteen more Boston residents 
died from the virus and there are 
now 884 total deaths in the city 
from COVID.

At his daily press briefing last 
week Mayor Martin Walsh reit-
erated that the citywide positive 
test rate fell to 7.1 percent for the 
week ending October 31, with 
both more tests taken and fewer 
positive results.  He said that’s a 
good sign, but the city and resi-
dents still have a lot of work to do. 

“We are still averaging more 
than 120 new cases per day and, in 
neighborhood data, East Boston, 
Dorchester, and Mattapan remain 
at or above 10 [percent positivity.”

Since launching the city’s “Get 
the Test Boston” campaign Walsh 
said the city saw an 8 percent 
increase in the number of people 
being tested last week. He said 

that continuing to increase the 
number of people getting tested 
will make a big difference, mov-
ing forward, in the city’s ability 
to track and contain the virus. 
He thanked everyone who got 
tested for COVID-19 recently and 
encouraged others to do so. 

“Our mobile testing sites are 
free and open to all, regardless of 
symptoms,” said Walsh. “Since 
we launched them in May, our 
mobile testing teams have admin-
istered nearly 14,000 tests across 
Roxbury, Allston, South Boston, 
Mattapan, East Boston, and 
Dorchester. This week and next 
week, they are in East Boston 
at Central Square Park and in 
Mattapan at Jubilee Christian 
Church.”

The Mayor asked everyone 
to keep wearing a face cover-
ing whenever they are outside 
the house; keep washing hands 
frequently with soap and warm 
water and wiping down frequently 
used objects and surfaces; and 
keep maintaining six feet of dis-
tance from others while avoiding 
parties and other gatherings.  

He also asked all Bostonians 
to familiarize themselves with the 
new state advisories that went 
into effect Friday. They include 
wearing a face covering at all times 
in public places; a Stay At Home 
Advisory for 10pm to 5am; and 
a closing time for in-person busi-
nesses of 9:30pm. 

On Friday the BPHC released its weekly COVID-19 stats by neighbor-
hood that tracks infection rates and COVID testing results in Boston 
neighborhoods. 

CovID positive test rate spikes again in Charlestown

The MBTA announced 
face-covering enforcement efforts 
effective, Nov. 6, pursuant to the 
revised Executive Order issued on 
Nov. 2.

The revised Executive Order 
applies to any person over the age 
of five who is in a place open to 
the public, and expressly requires 
masks or face coverings worn over 
the nose and mouth when using 
public transportation. Mask use 
by children 2 years of age and up 
to the age of five is encouraged but 
also at the discretion of the child’s 
parent or guardian.

 The revised Executive Order 
effective Nov. 6 authorizes Transit 
Police to enforce the Order 
onboard MBTA vehicles and with-
in the system by issuing a civil fine 
up to $300 per violation.

 The MBTA has issued internal 
guidance to its employees consis-

tent with the revised Executive 
Order. Customers observed not 
wearing a face mask or cover-
ing will first be reminded of the 
Executive Order. If the unmasked 
customer does not immediately 
put on a mask or face cover-
ing following the reminder, the 
observation will be reported to the 
Operations Control Center, who 
will report and coordinate next 
steps with Transit Police.

 The revised Executive Order 
includes an exemption for individ-
uals with certain medical condi-
tions, but does not require a per-
son who is so exempt to produce 
documentation of their condition. 

 For more information, 
visit mbta.com, or connect with 
the T on Twitter @MBTA and @
MBTA_CR, on Facebook/
TheMBTA, or on Instagram @
theMBTA.

mbTA face covering 
enforcement now in effect

To ADveRTISe PLeASe CALL 
781-485-0588
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ST. JOHN’S 2020 
HARVEST FAIR HAS 
GONE VIRTUAL

For the past 189 years St. John’s 
has sponsored a harvest fair.  We 
will continue but now it is virtual 
and everyone

can order on line and then 
pick the purchases up on 
Thursdays, November 12 and 19 

or Wednesday, November 25
or Thursdays, December 

3.   There are a great variety of 
both foods and articles for sale.  
Items for sale include

turkey dinner in a pie,, apple 
pies, ,many breads and also cook-
ies. There are also many interest-
ing and beautiful

purses, jewelry, hats, gloves, 
hand stitched note cards.,  

To check items for sale and 
order on line, contact www.
stjohns02129.org/fair..The infor-
mation is in the first entry .and.  
the  phone number for St. John’s is 
617-242-1272 if you need to talk 
to someone about your order.  The 
rectory of St.

Johns is located next to the 
church at 27 Devens Street.in 
Charlestown.

“E” INC.’S SCIENCE 
EmPorIUm – THE 
AmAZING STorE 
WITH A mISSIoN! 

“e” inc.’s Science Emporium 
has a Big Sale and  Curbside Pick-
up!  Their current inventory is 
15% off for all merchandise, plus 
an added 5% more (or 20%) for 
books. Order ahead for pick-up 
Friday between 2 and 6 PM!   

All the funds “e” inc. collects at 
the Emporium are used for its mis-
sion to teach children and youth 
the science driving the planet and 
the skills to make a difference. “e” 
inc. students have been helping 
the planet for over 15-years. Your 
gift shopping supports this local 
non-profit.

Visit the “e” inc. Emporium 
online at: www.einc-action.org.  

Click on the Science Emporium 
on the “e” inc. home page and 
you’re there! 

FrEE FALL STorY 
AND ArT For 
CHILDrEN

The Charlestown Branch of the 
Boston Public Library and Essem 
Art Studio are happy to present 
a FREE Fall Story + Art series. 

Children’s Librarian, Mrs. Eileen 
Whittle will read a selected book 
and local artist, Sophia Moon, will 
present a family/sibling friendly 
art project that can be modified 
for little artists as young as 2 years 
old (with adult guidance). Every 
Wednesday at 10am, the installa-
tion will launch on the Facebook 
page of the Charlestown BPL, and 
on Essem Art Studio’s virtual Art 
Studio (tv.essemartstudio.com).

 

FrEE vIrTUAL              
ArT STUDIo TrIAL 

Essem Art Studio launches a 
virtual art studio with monthly 
subscriptions to continue spark-
ing joy and cultivating creative 
power in little artists (age 2-10) 
and families with young children. 
The virtual art studio provides 
engaging virtual art labs and 
resources for parents and fami-
lies who are looking for ways to 
introduce more art and creative 
practices at home. Every week, 
new art labs and creative prompts 
are added to the growing online 
catalog. You can enjoy a free 7 
day trial of the virtual art program 
now. Visit essemartstudio.com for 
more information!

mICro HoCKEY      
IS bACK!  

Charlestown Youth Hockey 
has opened registration for Micro 
Hockey, which is a Learn-to-Play 
Hockey program for boys and 
girls that are five to eight years 
of age, who have not yet played 
organized team hockey.  Only 
basic skating skills are neces-
sary.  Younger players may qual-
ify after a coach evaluation.  For 
Discounted Equipment Package, 
you must register ASAP.  The pro-
gram will run on Saturdays from 
10:15am to 11:45am.  The first 
session will begin on November 
14th and run until March.  Space 
is limited.  To register, go to 
WWW.CYHA.COM and click on 
the MICRO HOCKEY tab.  Email 
questions to MICROHOCKEY@
CYHA.COM.  

 

LEArN To SKATE!  
Charlestown’s Learn-to-Skate 

program begins November 14th 
and runs to mid-March.  The 
program is on Saturdays from 
12:25pm to 1:15pm.  It is open 
for children ages 3 and up.  On 
ice instruction will be staffed by 
Charlestown Youth Hockey vol-
unteers.  For more information and 

to sign-up, visit the Charlestown 
Youth Hockey website at WWW.
CYHA.COM and click on the 
Learn-to-Skate tab.  

HArvEST oN             
vINE FooD        
PANTrY APPEAL

The Food Pantry has had a 
great need at this time as it has 
been very busy serving many more 
residents in town and provid-
ing more frequent distributions. 
Donations of all non-perishable 
foods are greatly appreciated. 
Donations drops are: Food Pantry, 
49 Vine St. (Hayes Square), The 
Cooperative Bank - 201 Main St. 
or the Parish Center - 46 Winthrop 
St. (by the Training Field). Or 
donate by sending checks to: 
Harvest on Vine, Parish Center, 46 
Winthrop St., Charlestown, MA 
02129. They are also looking for 
volunteers to assist with distribu-
tion. For more information, call 
Tom MacDonald 617-990-7314.

THE ANCHor          
IS oPEN!

The Anchor, in The Charlestown 
Navy Yard, is now open 7 days a 
week until 11pm. The Anchor has 
an enhanced garden and water-

front patio, over 300 new pieces 
of furniture, brand new menu, 
rotating brews and curated wine 
and bubbly. With ample room and 
different styles of seating, social 
distancing is easy in its outdoor 
and breezy environment. Now 
offering a Sunday Jazz &amp; 
Soul Brunch with a fun menu and 
different music every week.

CHArLESToWN 
brANCH LIbrArY 
oPEN For PICKUPS

Although the library is closed 
to the public, it is open for 
scheduled contactless pickups 
and returns of library materials 
Mondays-Thursdays from 2-6 
pm and Fridays from 1-4 pm. 
Notification emails will have a 
link to schedule pickup. For noti-
fications received by phone or for 
help scheduling a pickup, call the 
branch at 617-242-1248. Masks 
are required. There is a returns 
bin at the entrance available when 
the library is open. For further 
assistance email: Adults Librarian 
Kathy Kire at kkire@bpl.org, 
Children&#39;s Librarian Eileen 
Whittle at ewhittle@bpl.org, or 
Branch Librarian Maureen Marx 
at mmarx@bpl.org, or call 617-
242-1248.

C H A R L E S T O W N  B E A T

PoLICE/CommUNITY mEETING: Meet the police & discuss public 
safety issues on the last Wednesday of every month at the police station, 20 
Vine Street, at 6:00 p.m., 2nd floor, community room.
PoLICE rELATED INFo: Contact the District A-1 Community Service 
Office at 617-343-4627. 

Warrant Arrest
11/02/20 - Officers in the area 

of Eden Street placed an indi-
vidual under arrest for several 
Woburn and Peabody court war-
rants charging violations of the 
drug laws.

Larceny – bike
11/05/20 – A victim on Nearen 

Row stated unknown person(s) 
accessed the rear of his home and 

stole his red, 24-speed mountain 
bike.

vandalism
11/05/20 - Officers responded 

to several incidents of people in 
the Bunker Hill housing develop-
ment and surrounding area, where 
car windshields had been smashed. 
Police investigated and, as a result 
placed a suspect under arrest. The 
suspect will be charged accord-
ingly.

in critical need of deeply afford-
able replacement housing while 
ensuring essential and creative 
social programming is uninter-
rupted, conveniently accessible 
and enhanced with the creation of 
a Community Center in a future 
phase,” said Grady.

However, for the Kennedy 

Center and its social service arm, 
the future is now.

“We’re in a bind,” Fuller said. 
“We’re providing essential services 
to seniors, young children, food 
distribution, clothing, the annual 
toy drive and COVID-19 services. 
All that is in limbo because we’ve 
been embedded in that BHA build-

ing and had to leave quickly. We 

quickly got space above the health 

center, but we can’t afford to keep 

leasing it. This is a tough situation 

and we’re still doing COVID-19 

programming that people depend 

on.”

KeNNedy CeNter (from pg. 10)
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OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death notices 

will be at a cost of 
$100.00 per paper.  

That includes photo.
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

ForFor              RecordRecord
•SUPER SITES FOR BPS MEALS
Beginning October 26, BPS Super Sites 

open for Mondays through Thursdays, 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. BPS families can pick up 
free breakfasts and lunches. Some locations 
also provide free toiletries and free grocer-
ies on select days.

*Edwards Middle School – 28 Walker 
St.

*Harvard/Kent Elementary – 50 Bunker 
Hill St.

From the Nov. 12 Cannabis Board meet-
ing, 1 p.m., online (HTTPS://US02WEB.
ZOOM.US/J /82188521115?PWD= 
R 1 R X C N B R N T M X M 0 L B E K 
XBZXVVSHE5UT09): 

•The Heritage Club LLC
Proposed Licensed Premise: 116 

Cambridge St., Charlestown.
License Type: Retail Recreational 

Cannabis Dispensary License
Proposed Hours of Operation: Monday 

- Friday: 10:30am - 9:00pm; Saturday - 
Sunday: 9am - 9pm. Equity Status: Equity 
Applicant

Date of Initial Application: August 13, 
2020

Date of Filing with Inspectional Services 
Department: September 14, 2020

Date of Community Meeting: October 
29, 2020

Presentation Team: Adenike (Nike) 
John and Margaret (Maggie) Suprey.

CITY COUNCIL Nov. 16, 2 p.m., 

COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 
HEARING: Order for a hearing to dis-
cuss the City of Boston and Boston Police 
Department’s oversight protocols for BPD 
overtime and to discuss ensuring effective 
oversight measures.

Docket #0839 was sponsored by 
Councilors Kenzie Bok, Andrea Campbell, 
and Matt O’Malley, and was referred to 
the Committee on July 8, 2020.  Docket 
#1039 was sponsored by Councilor 
Ricardo Arroyo, and was referred to the 
Committee on October 7, 2020.

CITY COUNCIL Nov. 19, 10 a.m., 
COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT 
OPERATIONS WORKING SESSION: 
Ordinance restricting the use of chemical 
crowd control agents and kinetic impact 
projectiles. This matter was sponsored by 
Councilors Ricardo Arroyo and Andrea 
Campbell. It was referred to the Committee 
on June 17, 2020.  

•The Mayor announced an extension 
of the Outdoor Dining Program beyond 
its original end date of October 31. 
Restaurants using private outdoor space 
can continue to do so for the duration of 
the public health emergency. And restau-
rants using public space on streets and side-
walks can continue until December 1. The 
City will also waive application fees for the 
use of outdoor propane heaters in dining 
areas. Restaurants will still need a permit 
from the Fire Department, and safety reg-

ulations around their use will remain in 
place. Restaurants can use electric heaters 
without a permit, as long as no cords are 
crossing sidewalks.

•REPORTING WORKPLACE SAFETY 
CONCERNS

Workers in any size organization have 
options if they feel they are being pressured 
into an unsafe situation. Attorney General 
Maura Healey has created resources for 
workers to report safety concerns during 
reopening. They include an online form 
at the Attorney General’s website and a 
dedicated Fair Labor hotline at 617-727-
3465. People can also find those resources 
by calling 311.

•HOW TO REPORT A PROBLEM 
PROPERTY

Since taking office in 2014, Mayor 
Walsh has made fixing quality of life 
issues a priority in his administration. 
From investing in Public Works to making 
sure community policing is a staple in every 
neighborhood, we are making sure every 
neighborhood is clean, safe and a great 
place to live and work in. Unfortunately 
some properties in Boston need more help 
than others, and that’s why we are here. 
If you know of a property that fits one 
of the following criteria: multiple calls to 
911, one that’s blighted or just a general 
concern, we encourage you to reach out to 
your neighborhood liaison.

On Friday, October 30, the 
United States Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) awarded 
$6.215 million in grant funding to 
a Boston Public Schools (BPS) pro-
gram that provides new, filtered 
water fountains and bottle filling 
stations to 87 schools. 

Along with matching funds 
from the BPS capital budget, this 
grant will be used to purchase, 
install, and routinely test the new 
equipment, which will also reduce 
the school district’s carbon foot-
print.

“We are so appreciative of this 
incredible grant, which will build 
on prior investments to provide 
cleaner, healthier school envi-
ronments and improve equitable 
drinking water access for Boston 
Public Schools students, families, 
and staff,” said BPS Superintendent 
Brenda Cassellius. “This funding 
will help BPS continue to meet 
state and federal guidelines, reduce 
environmental impacts, accommo-

date school preference for filtered 
bottle refill stations, and promote 
the overall health and well-being 
of our community.”

Over the next 3 years, BPS 
will install 1,400 new foun-
tains and bottle filling stations 
in schools that currently rely on 
5-gallon water coolers and plastic 
cups for drinking water. The 87 
buildings included in the project 
house schools, community cen-
ters, and BPS Welcome Centers. In 
the 2019-2020 school year, these 
schools served 35,211 students, 
approximately 66.3% of students 
in the district. Over 5,500 teachers 
and staff also work in these pro-
posed sites.

The grant is part of a larger 
EPA initiative to remove sources 
of lead in drinking water, par-
ticularly in disadvantaged com-
munities, schools, and child care 
facilities, through awarding over 
$40 million in federal funding 
under the Water Infrastructure 

Improvements for the Nation Act. 
BPS is one of 10 grantees.

“EPA is proud to further sup-
port our state and local partners’ 
critical work to reduce childrens’ 
exposure to lead levels in drinking 
water by replacing water foun-
tains and installing filtered bottle 
filling stations which work to Get 
the Lead Out,” said EPA New 
England Regional Administrator 
Dennis Deziel. “These projects 
will result in tangible and lasting 
benefits by significantly advancing 
health protections for children, 
our most vulnerable population, 
with a focus on Boston and dis-
advantaged communities across 
Massachusetts.”

This award is a huge win for 
the BPS Facilities Management 
Department, which has worked 
diligently to remediate lead expo-
sure in school drinking water since 
the 1980s. When elevated levels of 
lead were discovered in 2016, BPS 
created a vital BPS Water Access 

Policy that requires annual testing 
of all sources of drinking water 
and water used for food prepa-
ration, immediate deactivation of 
any sources with elevated lead 
levels, and the implementation of 
a comprehensive communication 
protocol.

Recent test results have shown 
amazing improvements. Out of 
733 units tested across 80 schools 
in 2019, less than 0.7% of sam-
ples had lead or copper exceed-
ances--down from 12% in 2016. 
The Massachusetts Department 
of Environmental Protection now 
uses BPS policy and procedures 
as a model for the state’s public 
school systems.

Before applying for the grant, 
the Facilities Management team 
also successfully piloted a small-
scale water fountain installation 
program, switching 17 schools 
from bottled water to new foun-
tains and bottle refill stations. 
In order to be eligible for the 

boston Public Schools awarded $6.215 million grant from EPA
grant, a commitment of matching 
funds had to be made by the dis-
trict. Mayor Walsh and the City 
of Boston are investing $10.34 
million of BPS funds over these 
next three years, which further 
demonstrates that equitable drink-
ing water access is a priority for 
the City. Now, with the support 
of the EPA as well as the City of 
Boston, BPS can extend the proj-
ect to additional schools, ensuring 
an even greater reduction in lead 
exposure and its associated harms.

By cutting back on plastic 
bottles, paper waste, and trans-
portation emissions, switching 
from bottled water to bottle 
refill stations will also reduce the 
school district’s carbon footprint. 
Additionally, according to the 
2018 Harvard T.H Chan School 
of Public Health BPS Water Study, 
this change will lead to an increase 
in the amount of water students 
and staff drink daily, and an 
increase in related, positive health 
outcomes.

“We are excited to continue 
and expand our work to reduce 
lead levels in drinking water, 
because it will provide a healthier 
and more equitable environment 
for all students, families, commu-
nity members, and staff that use 
our school buildings,” said BPS 
Sustainability and Environmental 
Resources Manager Katherine 
Walsh, who is also the manager 
of the water fountain project and 
wrote the EPA grant with Russell 
Hanson, former BPS Sr. Manager 
of Foundation & Corporate 
Relations. With 72% of students 
considered low-income, equitable 
access to clean drinking water 
continues to be a priority for the 
school district, Mayor Walsh, and 
the City of Boston.
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North End Music & Performing 
Arts Center (NEMPAC) is pleased 
to announce the addition of Robin 
Wehbe and Rose Koch, both of 
Charlestown, to its Board of 
Directors.

“I am extremely pleased to 
welcome Robin Wehbe as our 
new Treasurer, and Rose Koch 
as a new member of the Board 
of Directors,” said Dianne Royle, 
President of NEMPACs’ Board 
of Directors. “Robin brings great 
financial expertise, and I am con-
fident NEMPAC’s finances will 
continue to be in excellent hands 
under his leadership. Rose is a 
hands-on friend of NEMPAC 
whose family participates in many 
of our programs, and she will be 
an asset providing a fresh per-
spective about community engage-
ment.”

Robin currently manag-

es investment funds for BNY 
Mellon, with a focus on sustain-
ability.  He has been investing 
since graduating from business 
school with an MBA and MSF 
from Boston College. Robin com-
pleted his undergraduate work at 
Lehigh University, where he met 
his wife. They are principal own-
ers of Common Roots, a health 
and wellness company focused on 
plant-based nutrition and mind-
body fitness in Rye, NH. Robin 
is a resident of Charlestown, MA 
and parent of three children who 
are all NEMPAC students. He 
enjoys sharing in his kids’ educa-
tional experience and watching 
them find their own voices and 
confidence. Robin combines his 
professional experiences in busi-
ness and finance with his passion 
for the arts to support improved 
organizational structure and oper-

ational effectiveness.
“I have been playing music all 

of my life and am passionate about 
the importance of music and arts 
in the community,” said Wehbe. 
“Growing up playing in various 
orchestras and musical ensembles, 
I have an understanding of the 
complexity and challenges that 
arts organizations face.”

Rose Koch is an independent 
consultant specializing in hand-
held analyzers and algorithm 
development. She has over 25 
years’ experience in product devel-
opment for the chemical indus-
try that include Vice-President of 
Product Management at Olympus 
MIS and Innov-X Systems. She is a 
graduate from Manhattan College 
and holds a Master’s degree in 
chemistry from MIT. Rose lives 
with her family in Charlestown 
and has two children, 10- and 

8-years of age, who are current-
ly active NEMPAC students and 
attend the Eliot K-8 Innovation 
School.

“My daughter has participat-
ed in pretty much every theatre 
group performance that NEMPAC 
has offered, and she’s loved 
every minute of it,” said Koch. 
“Additionally, both of my chil-
dren have taken private and group 
lessons in piano, violin, and voice. 
And I have to say that I’ve been 
incredibly impressed by the qual-
ity of the instructors, not just the 
technical quality, but their engage-
ment with the children, their abil-
ity to make every child feel spe-
cial, and encouraging them to live 

up to the best of their potential. 
NEMPAC has done a phenomenal 
job encouraging the love of arts 
for my family, and has brought a 
great deal of joy to us, and for that 
we will always be thankful. We 
love you NEMPAC.”

The NEMPAC Board of 
Directors is composed of indi-
viduals with a special interest in 
improving our community. The 
Board’s responsibility is to provide 
counsel and guidance in the direc-
tion and operation of NEMPAC, 
as well as to help raise awareness 
of its services to the surrounding 
communities.

PLEASE rECYCLE

Geek For Hire

617-241-9664
617-515-2933

C  o  m  p  u  t  e  r    c  o  n  s  u  l  t  a  n  t    a  v  a  i  l  a  b  l  e    f  o  r    home or business. 

•  PC support & networking of all types with  
focus on secure Internet access (wired & wireless), 

•  broadband router & firewall technology, 
• virus detection/prevention,  
• spam control & data security/recovery.

ServiceS include:

To ADvErTISE 
PLEASE CALL 
781-485-0588

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

JOHN J. RECCA 
PAINTING

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com
781-241-2454

Chimneys • Fireplaces 
Cellar Floors • Restoration
French Drains • Repointing

Free Estimates, Lic. & Ins.

Local References

Phil - 617-230-3490

Ryan 
Masonry

Licensed & insured 
Complete electrical services 
www.johnpmchughelectric.com
Jmchugh447@gmail.com 

The Charlestown
RENTAL CONNECTION

MK Real Estate Associates
Mary Kay Donovan

617-872-1314

Looking to rent an apartment? 
We have been connecting qualified 
people to quality homes since 1981. 

marykay.donovan@comcast.net

The
NOW  LEASING!

Boston residents preferred 
Start immediately. 
Call 617-212-2268 

for more information.

LICENSED PLUMBERS 
WANTED

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

A short story about a
motorcycle. 

And a sudden turn. 

When she was a young college student,
Elisabeth Marra had a serious motorcycle
accident that ultimately changed her life.
Two years after the crash, her painful open
fractures had failed to heal. Then she heard
about a new and complex surgery pioneered
by a surgeon who used a patient’s own stem
cells to concentrate the healing process. This
time, her surgery and subsequent therapy
were successful. 

Elisabeth’s experience caused her to re-
direct her own career aspirations. Inspired by
the medical professionals who helped her
reclaim her active lifestyle, she changed her
major to study physical therapy—a
profession where her own experience could
help other patients prevail through difficult
recoveries.

We tell Elisabeth Marra’s story here to
illustrate two of the most profound messages
we know. Don’t give up, and remember to
give back. If reading it inspires just one more
person to achieve something special, then its
telling here has been well worth while. 

aaos.org/75years

Celebrating 
Human Healing

orthoinfo.org

Thank You

St. Anthony for 

prayers answered.

AD

Thank You 
St.Jude for prayers 

answered.    AD

Thank You
Blessed Mother for 

prayers answered.AD

DEADLINES: For classified line 
ads, deadlines are Monday by 4 
p.m. Call 781-485-0588
-----------------

HELP 
WANTED

------------------------------ 
LOOKING FOR Great Results? Call our 
classified department. Call 781-485-
0588 or fax the ad to 781-485-1403

DRIVERS WANTED-DEPENDABLE 
IMMEDIATE OPENINGS
Busy Revere Based transportation 
company. All shifts available, trans-
porting passengers,
Our cars/our gas/our clients, call 
Ricky 781-913-6613 or 781-284-1000 
office (leave name and #)
Local geographical knowledge and good 
driving record a must.
--------------

ROOM FOR RENT
Winthrop
Extra small room in quiet home
Fully furnished, 50-inch TV w/ inter-
net. Off street parking, near bus line
Kitchen and yard access
Available now
Call Carl
781-426-5454
$800/month + heat

ROOM

FOR RENT

NEmPAC announces Charlestown residents to board of Directors
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11 Month CD Special

0.75%
APY1

S E T  I T .

F O R G E T  I T .

V I S I T  Y O U R  L O C A L  B R A N C H 
O R  C O N TA C T  U S  AT  8 8 8 . 4 1 8 . 5 6 2 6

C S B  S A V I N G S

1Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 10/15/2020. Rate is subject to change without notice. Offer available 
for personal Certificate of Deposit (CD) and Individual Retirement Accounts (IRA) only. You must have a Cambridge 
Savings Bank Performance or Performance Plus checking account. A minimum of at least $10,000 not currently on 
deposit with CSB is required to open this special personal CD or IRA. $10 minimum daily balance required to earn 
APY. The maximum amount of deposit is $250,000 and additional deposits to this CD Special are not permitted. The 
APY assumes interest remains on deposit until maturity. The term for the Certificate of Deposit is 11 months and 
a penalty may be imposed for withdrawals made before maturity. Withdrawals and fees may reduce earnings. 
You must live or work in New England to take advantage of this CD Special. Limit one promotional account per 
household. Offer may be withdrawn at any time. Checking fees may apply. SAV-0040f  Rev. 10/20
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