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Eliot Gomez swings away on a pitch from his father, Max Gomez, as 
Charlestown Little League kicked off their summer season on Monday, 
July 13, at Ryan Field with the Majors and the AAA levels. Little 
League was allowed to have summer ball on Monday for the first time 
in Boston since COVID-19 hit. The League put in numerous restric-
tions and protocols to allow the kids to be able to go outside, play 
sports and be safe. President Cathy Reese said the numbers exceeded 
their expectations. 
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It’s been a long time since folks in Charlestown have played a good game of roller hockey, but recently at the 
Bryan McGonagle Rink a number gathered to shoot the puck around. Some regular players from the Kitchen 
Kup were on hand, and others – as shown here – from a bit higher level. It left everyone in the mood for a big 
“pasta” dinner after an active game on wheels.  See more photos on page 7.

JUST LIKE THE BRUINS

little league kicks off 
summer season with care

By Seth Daniel

Little League has been as pre-
dictably popular summer after 
summer in Charlestown that it can 
become like a summer job to those 
heavily involved in organizing the 
league or coaching the kids.

Numbers have increased sig-
nificantly at all the ranks over the 
years, but this year is different, 
and with COVID-19 restrictions 
having been in place for months 
– and just lifted for Little Leagues 
in Boston on Monday – no one 
in Charlestown was exactly sure 
what to expect.

They tread cautiously on the 
subject, did several surveys, talked 
amongst the Board on safety pro-
cedures and finally felt like they 
could pull off a summer season. 
Starting on Monday night, the 
kids took the field for their first 
sports event since March – and it 
was a hit.

League President Cathy Reese 
said they didn’t think they would 
have huge numbers, but they 
were pleasantly surprised with 
the sign-ups. There are 32 kids in 
the Majors division and 22 in the 
AAA Division. The younger ranks 

are not being held this year, and 
typically the bulk of the season is 
in the spring and early summer – 
concluding around Independence 
Day.

“It’s just really refreshing to see 
them all out there,” said Reese 
on Monday at Ryan Field – after 
distributing uniforms and special 
Townie facemasks. “We’ve all 
been cooped up since mid-March. 
It’s great to have them out there 
doing something we would nor-
mally do in the summer and get-
ting fresh air…The numbers are 
higher than I expected and higher 
than our usual summer ball num-
bers for the Mayor’s Cup and City 
League.”

For some of the older kids, the 
abbreviated summer season is the 
end of the road for their Little 
League experiences. Many had 
high hopes for winning districts 
and maybe going all the way to 
the Little League World Series in 
Pennsylvania. All of that, however, 
has been cancelled this year – so 
it really is only about having fun 
outside with friends more than 
competing for trophies or cham-

(LittLe League Pg. 6)

CNC CORNER
The 2020 Spaulding-CNC Community Partnership Fund grants have been awarded to 15 non-prof-

it organizations serving Charlestown residents. Please see the CNC website, charlestownneighborhood-
council.org, and the article in today’s paper on page 4 for further information about this fund and the 
outstanding organizations receiving these awards.

Spaulding Rehabilitation Hospital and the CNC thank the entire Charlestown community and our 
stellar non-profit organizations keeping our community safe, healthy and thriving.

Tatte Bakery opens its doors here
By Seth Daniel

In what used to be a first-floor 
parking lot for the Urban Renew-
al-era 40 Warren St. office build-
ing, Tatte, a sleek new bakery and 
restaurant, has opened to a very 
warm welcome in an area that is 
light on such amenities right now.

It isn’t without some lingering 
controversy though, as the permit 
granted for the establishment is 
being challenged by neighbor Ken 
Flynn, and his day before the Zon-
ing Board will be on July 21.

Tatte, a Boston-based chain of 
popular coffee cafes, is very pop-
ular across the city and Owner 
Tzurit Or has been expanding her 
locations quickly over the past two 
years, having an eye on expanding 
to Charlestown for some time.

The café went through a some-
what contentious community pro-
cess last fall, but eventually gained 
approval and began construction 
on their shop in the fully-renovat-
ed building prior to COVID-19. 
After building out through the 
pandemic, they were able to open 
their doors on July 1 for take-out 
only.

The food and beverage sales 
have been brisk and customers 
seem to be enjoying the new offer-
ing, which is halfway between City 
Square and Thompson Square. 

Or has said she has never had 
any opposition to opening a shop 
in the Boston area until she got to 
Charlestown. At a public meeting 
in the American Legion Hall last 
October, there was a mixed crowd 
of those in support and those in 

opposition. At the City level, they 
gained more support and were 
able to get approvals.

They lease the space from DLJ 
Capital Partners, which is refur-
bishing the entire office building 
and hopes to have new leases for 
the space by this coming fall.

Meanwhile, Ken Flynn, who 
has had legal issues with the Urban 
Renewal parcels in that area for 
several years – and is an abutter as 
well – said he has filed legal papers 
to oppose the granting of the per-
mit, saying Inspectional Services 
erred in granting the permit.

He is claiming the permit was 
issued as an ‘allowed use,’ when in 
fact it was not, he said. The ZBA 
will have an interpretation meet-
ing on the matter at its July 21 
meeting.
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editorial

The Independent Newspaper 
Group reserves the right to edit 
letters for space and clarity. We 
regret that we cannot publish 

unsigned letters. Please include 
your street and telephone num-
ber with your submission. The 
Independent Newspaper Group 
publishes columns, viewpoints 
and letters to the editor as a 
forum for readers to express 

their opinions and to encourage 
debate. Please note that the 

opinions expressed are not neces-
sarily those of The Independent 

Newspaper Group. Text or 
attachments emailed to editor@
reverejournal.com are preferred. 
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c harlesTown

THANK yOu
Dear Editor
I would like to thank the Ryan 

“Duce” Morrisey Scholarship 
Committee for awarding me one 
of the high school scholarships 
this year. It means so much to be a 
part of remembering Duce.  It will 
help with the cost of my soph-
omore year at Malden Catholic 
School for Girls. Thank you 
again.

 
Nora Reilly

THANK yOu
Dear Editor
I would like to take this oppor-

tunity to thank so many people of 
the Charlestown community for 
their heartfelt response to my late 
husband, Bill’s, illness and eventu-
al passing.  So many people con-
tributed in so many different ways 
that I know if I made an effort to 
list all of the names, I would run 
the risk of forgetting to mention 
somebody.  

The motorcade that was orga-
nized, and in only a day just days 

prior to his passing, was one of 
my life’s most precious and emo-
tional moments.  My family and 
I will never, ever forget it.  Life 
without Bill has not been easy for 
us, his family, but knowing that 
his presence here in Charlestown 
was appreciated and will long be 
remembered is the source of great 
solace to us.

There has never been any 
doubt in my mind that the people 
of Charlestown town are among 
the finest anywhere.  I need no 
further proof.

Dodie Boyle and Family

WHEN DID THE U.S. GO FROM 
FIRST TO WORST?

For those of us of the Baby Boom generation, it was unquestionable 
that the United States was “the best” country in the world.

Despite the war in Vietnam, Watergate, recessions, 9/11, and other 
setbacks, America continued to be a global leader in just about every 
aspect of world affairs.  

Basically, there was the U.S. -- and then there was everybody else.
American exceptionalism was taken for granted (even if in truth we 

often were not all that exceptional).
However, the coronavirus has pulled back the curtain and exposed 

us for what we have become -- a nation that ranks among the worst by 
many metrics. Compared to our supposed peers in Western Europe and 
Asia, our response to the pandemic has been pathetic. COVID-19 death 
rates per capita in Western Europe are only a 10th of the death rate in 
the U.S. And while theirs are falling, ours is rising. 

Consider these additional facts: 
How can it be that we have 4% of the world’s population, but we 

have 25% of the deaths from COVID-19?
How can it be that four months into the pandemic, we still do not 

have enough PPE (personal protective equipment) for our hospital and 
other front line workers?

How can it be that some of our states have more new cases of 
COVID-19 than entire countries?

How can it be that not only is the amount of our testing still woefully 
inadequate, but that our labs are so backed up that it is taking 5-7 days 
to get results -- which all but makes the testing useless because results 
need to be made available within 24-48 hours?

COVID-19 has revealed us to be the equivalent of a so-called Third 
World country. 

To put it simply, we have devolved from being a global leader to 
that of a global laggard with the result that thousands of Americans are 
getting sick and dying and our economy remains in tatters -- and with 
no end in sight.

NAME CHANGE WAS A LONG
 TIME COMING

The decision this week by the Washington Redskins to change its 
team name was long, long, LONG overdue.

The term “redskin” is -- and always has been -- a racist reference to 
Native Americans.

For anyone who doubts that notion, just think about all of the 
western movies that have permeated our culture for almost 100 years. 
When the hero would say something like, “Let’s kill all of those thievin’ 
redskins,” (or something similar), the use of the term “redskin” was 
meant to dehumanize Native Americans. 

It certainly was not a complimentary term.
We should point out that the obnoxious and arrogant owner of the 

Washington football team for years has ridiculed any suggestion that he 
change the team’s name.

It finally was the force of economics, not a sudden surge of altruism, 
that prompted the team’s about-face. When various team sponsors -- 
who themselves became motivated to do so only in light of recent events 
-- threatened to remove their millions of dollars of revenue, that finally 
is what got the team ownership’s attention.

So we’re happy to see that yet another vestige of America’s racist 
past is falling. There still is a lot more to do, but changing the name of 
Washington’s football team is yet another step in the right direction as 
we acknowledge and renounce our racist and genocidal past.

To quote the Sam Cooke song:
It’s been a long, a long time coming 
But I know a change’s gonna come, oh, yes, it will
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Encore re-opens doors with no issues
By Seth Daniel

The sounds of Frank Sinatra 
music or sultry Peggy Lee tunes in 
the Encore Boston Harbor resort 
had been off since March until this 
past week – as employees began to 
return for training in the run up to 
last Sunday’s reopening.

It was music to everyone’s ears.
There had been only a handful 

of people in the casino for months, 
no restaurants, no vibe, and no 
fun, said President Eric Gullbrants 
during a tour of the resort last 
Thursday, prior to Sunday’s open-
ing.

“There were no flowers in here 
at all,” said Gullbrants. “It was 
very quiet and lifeless and it’s 
coming back to life. There was 
no music here. We just put that 
back on. It was definitely quiet 
because there was no music and no 
employees and the most important 
thing – no people. It was just a few 
of us really. The resort is being 
brought back to life now. I feel the 
heart and soul of our company 
coming back to life.”

Encore had been shuttered 
since late March when they 
voluntarily closed just ahead 
of the Massachusetts Gaming 
Commission (MGC) vote to close 
casinos, which was only lifted this 
month. Some 5,000 employees at 
Encore were not able to return 
to work in that time, though the 
company did continue to pay them 
into June. Two weeks ago, the 
company announced they would 
likely have to furlough 3,000 
employees, but that has already 
been dialed back.

By opening on Sunday, 2,700 
employees had been called back, 
and more could be brought back if 
things continue to go well.

“Our team members were elat-
ed and so happy to be back,” 

Gullbrants said. “I would say 
we’re more appreciative of them 
than they are of us. I know we 
paid everyone in the interim, but 
I’m just grateful they are coming 
back. They didn’t have to stay 
around, but they did. We have a 
really tremendous staff. Very few 
people have left…If demand is 
high and we can open additional 
areas, we will. That will only be 
when it’s safe. I have to say the 
week has been like a homecoming 
for us.”

On Sunday, there were a steady 
flow of guests and everyone was 
ready to get out and enjoy the 
resort again – yet another home-
coming for guests who had not 
been able to visit the resort.

A spokesman confirmed they 
had a great opening without any 
issues.

“Other than telling a hand-
ful of people to push their mask 
up to cover their nose, there 
really weren’t any issues,” said 
Spokesman Eric Kraus. “People 
enjoyed the experience. Some 
guests actually enjoyed the 
Plexiglas barrier being up better 
than the way it used to be. People 
were great and they enjoyed them-
selves.”

That was the object of the 
preparations for the opening all 
last week, with Encore taking sev-
eral pages from their sister resorts 
in Macau and Las Vegas – which 
have already re-opened. They 
submitted a very detailed open-
ing plan with the help of consul-
tants from Johns Hopkins and 
Georgetown in May, but it has 
been refined over and over again 
in the weeks since.

Things are certainly different, 
and it’s not the Encore of last 
summer, but it’s slowly returning.

They have lost nearly 50 per-
cent of their gaming stations, 

going from 4,540 stations to 
2,449 at opening. There are no 
Craps, Roulette or poker games, 
and of the lost gaming stations, 
that includes 1,000 slot machines 
closed due to social distancing. All 
of the card game tables have exten-
sive Plexiglas barriers between the 
dealer and the players, and players 
are no longer allowed to touch the 
cards. 

“We flip the cards for them 
now and that’s for the safety of 
the guest and our employees,” said 
Gullbrants. “We followed the reg-
ulations to a ‘T’ with the barriers. 
It wasn’t hard, but it was expen-
sive. We did it in house, but it cost 
hundreds of thousands of dollars 
and some blood, sweat and tears.”

Gullbrants said the cards are 
disposed of immediately if a guest 
touches them, and they are dis-
posed of every night as part of 
their plan anyhow.

The Poker Room has been repur-
posed to have more Blackjack, 
Video Poker and Dynasty Games. 
Additionally, Gullbrants said they 
are working on a prototype with 
a plastics maker to help them be 
able to maybe get Poker safely up 
and running, if the MGC approves 
of it.

“We hope they will approve 
it in the next couple of weeks as 
we prove we can safely deal the 
current games,” he said.

There is now only one entrance 
– at the waterfront side of the 
building, and only one exit as well. 
Anyone walking in the entrance 
will be scanned with a thermal 
imaging camera, which detects an 
elevated body temperature – or 
fever. Anyone showing an elevat-
ed temperature will be further 
screened. Masks are required at 
all times, and the hotel is actually 
only being used minimally.

The hotel tower is only open 
to guests Thursday to Sunday, 
and closed Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday. That is simply because 
demand isn’t yet back.

“That type of demand is gone 
in the short term,” he said. “When 
it returns, we’ll introduce the 24/7 
operations. However, there isn’t 
enough demand to fill the hotel 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 
here.”

Restaurants are perhaps the 
trickiest situation as they strive 
to institute greater and greater 
protections, while still giving 
everyone a top-notch experience. 
At this point, those open include 
Rare Steakhouse, Red 8, Fratelli, 
Mystique, On Deck Burger Bar, 
Encore Cantina, Lucky Dogs (new 
hot dog cart), Garden Cocktail 
Lounge, Bru, and Dunkin’ Donuts. 

Gullbrants said a great deal 
of thought has been put into the 
dining experience, and detailed 
the protocols. Diners who prefer 
not to have a menu can call up 
the offerings with their cell phone 
using a QR Code. Then, when 
they enter the restaurant, they 
will sanitize, and everything will 
be cleaned and disinfected before 
they sit down. The silverware is 
rolled up and the glass is brought 
straight from the kitchen to ensure 
it’s sanitized. There is even a 
“mask coaster” that people can 
place their masks on while dining 
– a tweak developed in Macau 
after they opened in March.

There is also no bar seating, but 
they are taking advantage of the 
ample outdoor patio spaces.

“We spread out every restau-
rant, but we’re probably a lit-
tle over 50 percent of capacity,” 
he said. “That varies, but every 
restaurant has eliminated seats for 
safety. If it’s busy, this will be 
as busy as it will ever be … We 
feel the long-term implications of 
health and safety are paramount 
and supersede everything. If we’re 
not safe, we have no business.”

Gullbrants said after spending 

months at home with his fami-
ly – like most everyone else – he 
believes people are ready to come 
out and have fun in a safe envi-
ronment.

“The last thing I want to do 
is open a casino with no ameni-
ties,” he said. “It might be fun to 
play at the casino a little bit, but 
you want to have drinks and a 
Chinese Restaurant, Rare and a 
great dining experience…I think 
the customers are starving for that 
experience. I can tell you sitting 
in my home with my family for 
weeks and months on end; it was 
time to get back. We developed 
a plan that allows us to deliver 
that experience in a safe manner. I 
think we’ve achieved that.”

Ready to open the resort were Doormen Rafik Chaib of East Boston, 
and Robert Traynham of Boston. The resort opened at 9 a.m. on 
Sunday, July 12.

Michelle McMahon, a table dealer, demonstrates how they will deal 
Blackjack under the new regulations.

President Brian Gullbrants demonstrates the protection of the barriers 
at the gaming stations. The casino floor is down about 50 percent of its 
stations, with 1,000 of those being at slot machines.

6 Bedrooms! 3 Living rooms 
near Horseneck Beach 
Avail. 8/15 — 8/29

$3,500/wk
Call 617-680-8886

Westport Point 
Vacation Rental
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C H A R L E S T O W N  B E A T

POlICE/COMMuNITy MEETING: Meet the police & discuss public 
safety issues on the last Wednesday of every month at the police station, 20 
Vine Street, at 6:00 p.m., 2nd floor, community room.
POlICE RElATED INFO: Contact the District A-1 Community Service 
Office at 617-343-4627. 

CNC distributes final $100,000 Spaulding grant money in year five
By Seth Daniel

It wasn’t exactly how the 
Charlestown Neighborhood 
Council (CNC) hoped the final 
year of their Spaulding Rehabil-
itation mitigation grant distribu-
tion would go, as they had always 
hoped to have a big celebration at 
the Knights of Columbus to cele-
brate a successful five-year part-
nership with the hospital and the 
community.

In the end, they had to do it 
remotely and online, but nonethe-
less the community still received 
$100,000 in help this week. The 
CNC announced the 15 recipients 
of their final round of grant distri-
butions, and noted that they were 
able to distribute $100,000.

The 2020 Spaulding-CNC Part-
nership Fund awarded $100,000 
in grants to 15 non-profit orga-
nizations for programs serving 
Charlestown residents.  This con-
cludes five years of $100,000/year 
from the Spaulding new hospital 
construction Determination of 
Need (DON) funding. 

“The Spaulding-CNC Com-
munity Partnership Fund was an 
annual community-based process 
between Spaulding and members 
of the CNC to distribute $100,000 
in targeted “mini-grants” year-
ly from 2016-2020 for Charles-
town community-based non-prof-
it organizations and programs 
that enhance the quality of life 
in Charlestown, strengthen the 
capacity of Charlestown residents 
to meet health and human service 
needs, and is aligned with one of 
the goals identified through the 

Community Health Needs Assess-
ment,” read a statement from the 
awards committee.

The Committee did recognize 
that many of the plans submitted 
for grants may have necessary 
changes due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. The committee agreed 
to still proceed with the original 
applications and programs as sub-
mitted. The options are that the 
organization may use the funds 
as originally intended in 2020, the 
organization may use the funds 
for a modified program in 2020, 
or the organization may use the 
funds for the originally intended 
program to be postponed for use 
in 2021.

The 15 organizations receiving 
grants for 2020 are:

•BHA Charlestown Adult Edu-
cation, $10,000 - BHA Charles-
town Adult Education/Charles-
townWorks is a comprehensive 
adult education program and 
career center comprised of job 
training and education for adults.  
The grant funding will provide 
support for adult students fees 
to take the HiSET (High School 
Equivalency Test), once complet-
ing the education courses provid-
ed at the Center and to provide 
transportation assistance for stu-
dents to attend classes and take 
the exams.

•Charlestown Boys and Girls 
Club, $4,295 - The Inclusion Ini-
tiative and the Outdoor Adven-
tures at the Charlestown Boys and 
Girls Club is focused on position-
ing staff and programs to effec-
tively support individual mem-
bers, whether they face physical, 

developmental, or behavioral chal-
lenges such as autism spectrum 
disorders, sensory impairments, 
Down Syndrome, physical mobil-
ity issues, among others. The goal 
is to maximize successful partic-
ipation in our programs through 
an approach that accommodates 
the needs of members while main-
taining the fundamental nature of 
Club activities.

•Charlestown Girls’ Softball, 
$2,500 - Charlestown Girls’ Soft-
ball will replace the team’s uni-
forms, which last on average 5 sea-
sons.  The program provides girls 
ages 5-18 with a team experience 
that fosters positive achievement, 
self-esteem and individual growth. 

•Charlestown Little League, 
$5,000 - Charlestown Little 
League will continue the teen 
employment program by employ-
ing and training 10-12 teens as 
teen umpires and concessions 
stand staff, ages 13-18, providing 
them with a safe alternative after-
school activity, as well as a source 
of income and community pride.  
Additionally, this grant funding 
will provide the annual insurance 
coverage for the program.

•Charlestown Working The-
ater, $9,000 - The Charlestown 
Working Theater will support the 
youth productions, classes, and 
community/artistic partnerships, 
which includes core educational 
programs for children and young 
adults including our two annual 
productions, and off-site classes in 
instructional chess and animation.  
Expenses include administrative 
and education salary supports, 
as well as expendables such as 
class supplies, costumes and sets.  
Funding will also include support 
for a summer camp program that 
CWT provides in partnership with 
Charlestown Boys & Girls Club.

•Charlestown Youth Football 
& Cheerleading, $5,000 - Charles-
town Youth Football and Cheer-
leading provides fundamental 
teaching, instruction, and coaching 
for boys and girls ages 6-15. The 
grant will pay the required insur-
ance, referee and EMT fees, safety 
courses for coaches and staff, and 
new equipment.  The program 
teaches discipline and respect, with 
a mission to keep at-risk youth off 
the street and off drugs.

•Charlestown Youth Hockey 
Association, $5,000 - Through 
targeted, specific efforts of Micro 
Hockey and Friday Night Ice, 
Charlestown Youth Hockey aims 
to support and develop highly 
influential groups of youth at the 
youngest and critical teen ages. 
Funding from this grant supports 
these continued efforts for specific 
age-appropriate skill and alternate 
activity programs will continue 

to provide an environment for 
safe, healthy and fun activities to 
educate and build the mental and 
physical well-being for the youth 
of Charlestown.

•Courageous Sailing, $4,850 - 
Courageous Sailing will provide 
families, whose members partici-
pate in Adaptive Sailing Days or in 
our Swim, Sail, Science Program, 
the opportunity to sail together 
with an instructor.  Charlestown 
Family Sailing will give Charles-
town residents who might not 
usually have access to our harbor 
the opportunity to enjoy the fun, 
peace, family time, and/or learning 
possibilities of sailing. 

•Gardens of Charlestown, 
$3,295 - Charlestown Gardens 
will continue and expand its pro-
gram “Tend and Tell: Watch us 
Grow!” to teach children from 
K-2 at Harvard Kent School about 
earth sciences, nutrition and read-
ing.  Using the community garden 
as the laboratory for learning, the 
children acquire knowledge and 
hands-on experience pertaining 
to: how and why plants grow, 
where their food comes from, 
the relationship of weather, birds 
and insects to successful growing 
and healthy nutritional options 
through a nine-week in-class cur-
riculum.

•Harvard Kent Parents’ Asso-
ciation, $10,000 - The Har-
vard-Kent Parents Association 
received funding to promote great-
er active parent engagement at 
Harvard-Kent School and more 
educational after-school program-
ming for 2020-2021.  Funding will 
support a back to school kick-off 
event, translators for parent meet-
ings, food and custodial services, 
and programming support for 
after-school activities.

•Harvest on Vine Food Pantry, 
$9,800 - Expanding on the success-
ful and widely popular Thanksgiv-
ing turkey distribution, Harvest 
on Vine will provide Easter ham 
dinners again to 500 families in 
2020 and 2021.  These funds will 
provide about half of the needed 
funding for this project, with the 
rest coming from additional com-
munity support and fundraising.   
Additionally, Harvest on Vine 
received funding for a new power 
pallet jack to facilitate moving 
food that needs to be distributed.

•John F. Kennedy Family Ser-
vice Center, Inc., $10,000 - The 
Kennedy Center will continue to 
use the grant funding for a Par-
ent Partner staff position, hiring a 
local resident to provide a bridge 
between the staff and community 
they serve. The funding will be 
paired with other grant sourc-
es to help fund the position that 
provide the educational parenting 

skills training and support services 
offered through the Community 
Services Center. The Parent Part-
ner assists parents with Ages & 
Stages screenings, Book-Nook 
lending library, weekly parenting 
support group and facilitated play-
groups. The grant will also fund a 
Community/Senior Service Coor-
dinator assisting elders with access 
to community resources related to 
food, housing, employment, trans-
portation, etc.

•North End Music & Arts Pro-
gram for Charlestown Seniors, 
$3,900 - This grant supports the 
North End Music & Performing 
Arts Center (NEMPAC) to begin 
a Charlestown Seniors Choir, 
located and in partnership with 
the Robert A. Georgine Towers.  
Consisting of 100% Charlestown 
residents, this program will pro-
vide social engagement, light phys-
ical activities and emotional health 
benefits for an elder population in 
our community.

•Special Townies, $10,000 - 
Special Townies is a recreational 
program for children with special 
needs and their families, with a 
mission to foster respect, aware-
ness, acceptance, and inclusion 
within our community of children 
with Autism and other develop-
mental disorders. We operate out 
of our clubhouse in Charlestown, 
where we organize social events 
and outings, provide resources and 
guidance to parents, hold meet-
ings, and provide the environment 
needed for the socialization of spe-
cial needs children. This funding 
will go toward keeping our space 
running so that we may continue 
to provide these services to our 
40+ families. Additional funding 
will go toward programming, spe-
cifically the costs associated with 
our weekly swim days, Social Sat-
urdays and Sundays, and monthly 
trips to Sky Zone.

•Warren-Prescott Foundation, 
$7,360 - The Warren Prescott 
Foundation will use the grant 
funding to support the City Con-
nects programming, which tar-
gets students with moderate risk 
in one or more of the following 
areas: Academic, Social/Emo-
tional/Behavioral, Health, and or 
Family.  This funding will allow 
expansion of the programming to 
include 50-60 students through 10 
new small groups of 5-6 students 
each, to teach skills such as self-es-
teem building, anger management, 
how to make and keep friends, 
and tools for calming themselves/
self-regulation.  The groups would 
meet on a regular basis throughout 
the school year to support these 
students develop a growth mind-
set.

Larceny –  Bicycle
07/06/20 – A victim on First 

Avenue reported unknown per-
son(s) stole his blue Trek Madone 
mountain bike from the garage in 
his building.

Larceny –  Bicycle
07/06/20 –  A victim on Eighth 

Street reported unknown person(s) 
stole his black 27.5 mountain bike 
from the building’s garage.

Breaking and Entering – Resi-
dence

07/08/20 – A victim on Decatur 
Street reports while she was home 
watching television, she heard 
glass breaking in the front room 

of her residence, and when she 
went to investigate, she observed 
a female suspect in her home who 
entered through the now-broken 
window. The victim also saw a 
man standing outside the same 
window. Upon seeing the victim, 
the female suspect fled out the 
same window through which she 
had entered. Officers searched the 
area to no avail, and the matter is 
under investigation. 

Larceny –  Bicycle
07/08/20 - A victim on Ship-

way Place reported unknown per-
son(s) stole two bicycles - a blue 
Cannondale mountain bike and a 
white Trek mountain bike - from 
the building’s garage.
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Go to xfi nity.com, call 1-800-xfi nity, or visit an Xfi nity Store today.

This incredible off er ends July 19. 

Think you’ve watched 
it all? Think again.
If you’re looking for an all-in-one entertainment experience, look no further than Xfi nity X1, 
featuring the Xfi nity Sports Zone, the place to be reunited with live sports, scores, highlights and 
more. Plus, with X1 all your favorite streaming apps are in one place. And with the award-winning 
Voice Remote, fi nding your next show has never been easier. There’s always more to see with 
Xfi nity X1, the ultimate entertainment experience. Now that’s simple, easy, awesome.

Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas. New residential customers only. Limited to Standard+ More Triple Play with Performance Pro 200 Mbps Internet. Early termination fee applies if all Xfinity services are cancelled during 
the agreement term. Equipment, installation, taxes and fees, including Broadcast TV Fee (up to $14.95/mo.) and Regional Sports Fee (up to $8.75/mo.), and other applicable charges extra, and subject to change during and 
after agreement term or promo. May not be combined with other offers. TV: Limited Basic TV service to receive other levels of service. Subscriptions required to access Peacock, Amazon Prime Video, Hulu and Netflix. Netflix, 
Hulu and Amazon Prime Video use your internet service and will count against any Xfinity data plan. Internet: Actual speeds vary and are not guaranteed. For factors affecting speed visit www.xfinity.com/networkmanagement. 
Voice: If there is a power outage or network issue, calling, including calls to 911 may be unavailable. All devices must be returned when service ends. Call for restrictions and complete details. © 2020 Comcast. All rights reserved. 
Individual programs and marks are property of their respective owners. NPA231941-0004 GBR-Comp-Q3-JulySale-V1

for 2 years with 2-year agreement

Internet  TV  Voice

89$ / month
99

DVR service 
included for 1 year

Get the 
xFi Gateway

for speed, coverage 
and security

Equipment, taxes and other charges extra, 
and subject to change. See details below.

137615_NPA231941-0004 July NED 10.25x13 V1.indd   1137615_NPA231941-0004 July NED 10.25x13 V1.indd   1 6/26/20   5:01 PM6/26/20   5:01 PM
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CHARLESTOWN LITTLE LEAGUE KICKS OFF SUMMER SEASON
Photos by Seth Daniel

              
HHeerree  ttoo  pprroovviiddee  ccaarree  ttoo  tthhee  ccoommmmuunniittyy

www.massgeneral.org/charlestown

MGH Charlestown HealthCare Center   617 724-8135

WWaasshh  YYoouurr  HHaannddss  ••  SSoocciiaall  DDiissttaannccee  ••  WWeeaarr  YYoouurr  MMaasskk

 

MMGGHH  CChhaarrlleessttoowwnn  HHeeaalltthhCCaarree  CCeenntteerr
73 High Street              617 -724-8135 

Charlestown Little League kicked off Monday night with drills and 
practice during what will be a shortened, informal season this year.

Seamus Sullivan fields the throw at first base. Cook Ryan puts on his batting helmet and gets ready 
to hit.

Jake McGrath winds up and throws from shortstop. League President Cathy Reese with her son, Joe 
Neilon, ready for a night on the diamond.

pionships.
“The 12 year olds age out of 

Little League this year and they 
did lose out,” she said. “There is 
no district and no tournaments. 
This is their last chance for Little 
League, so it is kind of sad they 
lost out on that experience.”

Majors Coach Greg Poole said 
there was a lot of planning and 
execution required just to feel 
safe about having the kids go out 
and take fielding practice – which 
took up the bulk of the evening on 
Monday.

For many, it was their first jour-
ney out into public for a youth 
sport or a congregate activity, 
so Poole said they left no stone 
unturned. Safety was paramount, 
and they discussed how to sanitize 
the ball, how to run the bases safe-
ly, how to handle equipment and 
everything in between.

“It’s great to get them out there 
again,” Poole said. “Everybody 
needed to get out and enjoy this. 
At the same time, safety is para-
mount and we’ll take all of the pre-
cautions and try to teach the kids 
what they can and can’t do now. 
That’s difficult. We didn’t think 
this year we’d the numbers to have 
this, but it’s great we did. If they 
can do it safely, have fun, and not 
having anyone get sick, then that’s 
great.”

Poole said kids on the teams 
have to stay six feet apart, so that 
means the dugout camaraderie this 
year is out. They must wear masks 
when not playing, though they 
can put their face coverings down 
when in the field. At bat, though, 
they must wear a face covering and 
also while running the bases.

Hand sanitizer is stationed 
everywhere, and kids must use 
their own equipment that is 
assigned to them. There is no shar-
ing bats, gloves or batting helmets.

It all sounds like a tremendous 
amount of rules and regulations 
that could get in the way of having 
fun.

It wasn’t the case Monday 
night, as kids were jazzed up, smil-
ing and happy to have what little 
season they could get.

“It’s a different world and 
there’s no game plan for us to fol-
low,” said Poole. “It’s a risk, but 
we see the data and I think we’re 
doing something right. We all met 
and believed we could do this safe-
ly.”

Added Reese, “The kids feel 
safe. They want to play, and they 
want to be out. Even with school, 
my son wanted to go to school, 
which is very interesting. They’re 
tired of being inside and sitting 
around with their parents.”

LittLe League (from pg. 8)
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TOWNIES HAVE A GOOD TIME AT MCGONAGLE RINK

Keeping things fun at mid-rink, one of the heavy hitters skates past 
defenders.

Having fun at McGonagle Rink recently with Kitchen 
Kup legends and other legends.

Shown left: Looking for room to pass to a teammate.

The action on the boards was fast, but distant, during 
the play at McGonagle Rink. This player makes a Kase for creative passing on the 

rink.

The long reach for the ball that got away.

Shooting from the left, this player skates past the 
middle line.

The Playground Legend gets one past the heavy hitters on the defense.
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Staff report

At-Large Chelsea City Council-
or and Candidate for State Rep-
resentative of the Second Suffolk 
District, Damali Vidot, announced 
a wave of support from local and 
regional leaders in the past week 
as she continues to build campaign 
momentum towards the primary 
election on Tuesday, September 1.

Councilor Vidot has spent her 
career building relationships with-
in her community and throughout 
the Commonwealth to get the job 
done. Within the Second Suffolk 
District, Councilor Vidot received 
endorsements from Chelsea Coun-
cilors Enio Lopez and Yamir 
Rodriguez, Chelsea School Com-

mittee Members Marisol Santiago 
and Roberto Jiménez-Rivera, and 
Chelsea community leaders Joan 
Cromwell, Roseann Bongiovanni, 
Maria Belen Power, Fidel Maltez, 
Tito Meza, Zaida Ismatul Oliva, 
Daniel Occena, Christian and 
Danille Calvo, Minnie Cruz, and 
Mswati Hanks. From neighbor-
ing Somerville, Damali earned 
the endorsements of School Com-
mittee Member Andre Green, 
as well as from City Councilors 
Ben Ewen-Campen, JT Scott, 
Jesse Clingan, and Council Pres-
ident Matt McLaughlin. Gerly 
Adrien, Jonathan Paz and Quin-
ton Zondervan, City Councilors 
from Everett, Waltham, and Cam-
bridge, respectively, also endorsed 
Damali Vidot in the race for the 

Second Suffolk seat.
In addition to local and regional 

support from elected officials and 
community endorsers, Councilor 
Vidot has been endorsed by a net-
work of progressive organizations 
committed to building a more 
equitable Commonwealth, includ-
ing: The Massachusetts Chapter 
of the Sierra Club, Mass Alliance, 
Sunrise Boston, Environmental 
League of Massachusetts Action 
Fund, Progressive Massachusetts, 
Run En Masse, and Mass Peace 
Action. 

The praise from regional lead-
ers poured in last week. Somerville 
City Councilor Ewen-Campen 
noted that Councilor Vidot is “the 
rare combination of a dedicated 
community activist and an expe-

rienced elected official who knows 
how to get things done.”

Fellow Somerville Council-
or Clingan added that Council-
or Vidot’s “progressive values 
and policy work are right in line 
with residents who are fighting 
for housing, racial, economic, 
and environmental justice” while 
Waltham City Councilor Paz stat-
ed that Damali “has the vision and 
passion to affect change at the sys-
temic level.”

Vidot noted that “In order to 
serve residents and uplift my com-
munity, my work requires build-
ing where there is alignment on 
shared values with local leaders. 
That’s how I was able to create 
coalitions with community lead-
ers, City Councilors, and state 

officials throughout Greater Bos-
ton to address housing insecurity, 
environmental injustice, and other 
key issues affecting the residents 
of Charlestown and Chelsea. It’s 
important for us to work collab-
oratively in the region so that we 
can continue to amplify communi-
ty voices to affect change.” 

Reflecting on these endorse-
ments, Vidot was energized to 
action: “We are in uncertain times 
that have highlighted inequities 
that we can no longer ignore. The 
support and the momentum that 
my campaign is building with 
our collaborators in the region is 
a testament to the change we all 
seek and need for the 2nd Suffolk 
District. I’m ready to continue this 
critical work together.”

North Washington Street Bridge Construction look-Ahead: July 12 – July 25

Chelsea Councilor Damali Vidot endorsed for state representative by multiple local and regional leaders

The following is a summary 
of work being done and travel 
impacts due to construction on the 
North Washington Street Bridge.

TRAFFIC SHIFTING ONTO 
TEMPORARy BRIDGE 

(July 17 – 19)
Starting July 17, traffic will be 

shifted onto the new temporary 
North Washington Street Bridge. 
We will shift one travel direction 
at a time, in three stages over the 
weekend:

•Inbound traffic to Keany 

Square will shift to the temporary 
bridge and inbound lanes on the 
existing bridge are closed.

•Outbound traffic to City 
Square shifts to temporary bridge 
and outbound lanes on existing 
bridge closed

•Sidewalk on temporary bridge 
opens and sidewalk on existing 
bridge closes. The Freedom Trail 
will be temporarily relocated to 
the temporary bridge along with 
its respective signage. Pedestrians 
will shift from the harbor-side side-

walk to the locks-side sidewalk.
On Monday morning, after 

Stage 3 is complete, we will begin 
demolition of the old bridge.

TRAVEl IMPACTS
•N. WASHINGTON STREET 

INBOUND: Off-peak daytime 
lane reductions across the bridge 
and additional lane reductions at 
Keany Square will continue. One 
lane across the bridge and all turn 
movements will be available from 
10 a.m.–2 p.m. on weekdays.

•N. WASHINGTON STREET 

OUTBOUND: Off-peak daytime 
lane reductions will continue 
across the bridge to City Square. 
One lane across the bridge and all 
turn movements will be available 
from 7 a.m.–2 p.m. on weekdays.

Once the temporary bridge is 
opened, two inbound and one out-
bound travel lanes will always be 
available.

SCHEDulED WORK
•In the week of July 19, dem-

olition of the old bridge including 
prep work, equipment staging, 

and barrier installments.
WORK HOuRS

Daytime (6 a.m.– 3 p.m.) for 
general work.

Starting on July 20, during the 
daytime in continuous two shifts 
(6 a.m. – 1 a.m.) crews will work 
to demolish the current bridge.

WORK THAT HAS BEEN 
COMPlETED

Installation of the temporary 
pedestrian/vehicle bridge, drainage 
work, and installation of the fend-
er system.
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Councilor Edwards to begin hearings on ZBA reforms
By Seth Daniel

City Councilor Lydia Edwards 
will hold a working session on 
Thursday at City Hall to discuss 
major reforms to the Zoning 
Board of Appeal (ZBA), just as the 
Board begins to meet again and 
tackle a backlog of hundreds of 
cases that have built up since late 
March.

The Working Session will focus 
on the heart of the ZBA, one of 
the busiest Boards in the entire 
city with meetings that grind on 
for hours and hours. Edwards is 

proposing to expand the number 
of seats on the ZBA and include 
representatives from groups like 
tenant advocates and environmen-
tal protection advocates. 

The ZBA is currently required 
by law to reserve seats for members 
of the real estate and construction 
industries, organized labor and 
certain other parties while holding 
no representation for renters, envi-
ronmental protection or advocates 
for fair housing and civil rights, 
said Edwards.

Another focus of the Work-
ing Session will be changing the 

requirements for a variance – a 
change that could have major 
impacts in any number of direc-
tions. Variances to the zoning code 
can be granted for height, density, 
setbacks, conditions of use, and 
other land use exceptions.

Edwards first called for ZBA 
reforms last fall, and a hearing at 
the Council took place this Febru-
ary. Shortly after, Mayor Martin 
Walsh introduced an executive 
order in response to Edwards’s 
proposal to implement some 
reforms. Then COVID-19 hit, and 
things have been on hold.

Some of the reforms in the 
executive order included financial 
disclosure for board members to 
prevent conflicts of interest, add-
ing interpretation services and 
modernizing the Board’s commu-
nication/application procedures so 
documents are available electron-
ically.

The Working Session begins at 
10 a.m. and will be in the Council 
Committee on Government Oper-
ations, which Edwards chairs.

Licensed & insured 
Complete electrical services 
www.johnpmchughelectric.com
Jmchugh447@gmail.com 

Chimneys • Fireplaces 
Cellar Floors • Restoration
French Drains • Repointing

Free Estimates, Lic. & Ins.

Local References

Phil - 617-230-3490

Ryan 
Masonry

Decorative & Specialized Finishes
Conservation & Restoration

Geek For Hire

617-241-9664
617-515-2933

C  o  m  p  u  t  e  r    c  o  n  s  u  l  t  a  n  t    a  v  a  i  l  a  b  l  e    f  o  r    home or business. 

•  PC support & networking of all types with  
focus on secure Internet access (wired & wireless), 

•  broadband router & firewall technology, 
• virus detection/prevention,  
• spam control & data security/recovery.

ServiceS include:

SERVICE DIRECTORY

Staff report

State Rep. Dan Ryan joined 
Speaker Bob DeLeo and colleagues 
in the Massachusetts House of 
Representatives in passing An 
Act relative to accountability for 
vulnerable children and families, 
which strengthens the laws ensur-
ing the safety and well-being of the 
Commonwealth’s youngest and 
most at-risk residents. 

Building on the House of Rep-
resentative’s commitment to those 
served by the Department of Chil-
dren and Families (DCF), this 
legislation addresses the needs of 
vulnerable children and families 
that have been amplified by the 
COVID-19 public health crisis and 
further illuminated through the 
lens of racial equity. Specifically, 
this legislation strengthens DCF 
policies and operations, develops 
a tool to retain and recruit foster 
families, holds DCF accountable 

for timely, accurate and relevant 
reports, and clarifies communica-
tion by the Child Advocate to the 
Legislature and state officehold-
ers. The legislation compels data 
to analyze the impacts of remote 
learning on all children during the 
COVID-19 crisis with a focus on 
understanding the disparate educa-
tional impacts on children served 
by DCF. Additionally, the bill calls 
for a public service campaign to 
increase awareness of child abuse 
and neglect.

“This legislation further 
reforms the Department of Chil-
dren & Families. The House has 
prioritized the needs of our most 
at-risk children, some of whom 
may be more at-risk as program-
ming and other safety nets have 
been impacted by COVID ” said 
Ryan, who represents Chelsea and 
Charlestown. “These reforms will 
allow the Department to better 
handle the effects that the COVID-

19 pandemic has had on these vul-
nerable populations. I commend 
our COVID leadership team on 
recognizing a need and addressing 
it.”   

Said State Rep. Paul Donato, 
“As the Chair of the Foster Care 
Caucus and as a former foster care 
child, issues regarding the protec-
tion of children and the services 
provided by state agencies includ-
ing DCF have always been central 
to me as a state representative.”

The legislation addresses the 
needs of at-risk children and fam-
ilies through five major initiatives:

•Measuring the Impact of 
COVID-19.

In order to best understand the 
effects of the state of emergency 
related to COVID-19, this legis-
lation requires DCF to report on 
various aspects of the child wel-
fare and education system during 
the state of emergency. Specifically, 
the bill requires:  DCF to report 

monthly to the Legislature on 
changes in child abuse and neglect 
cases; DCF to implement a public 
information campaign to improve 
awareness of child abuse and 
neglect during the public health 
crisis; DCF to report on efforts 
to support the foster care system; 
DCF to analyze the effect on virtu-
al and video technology on services 
during COVID-19; Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation (DESE) to work with DCF 
to provide an analysis of active 
remote learning participation 
rates during the COVID-19 crisis, 
including participation rates of 
children with open DCF cases; and 
DESE to coordinate with DCF to 
develop a statewide plan to ensure 
effective and ongoing engagement 
relative to remote learning, includ-
ing guidance and best practices for 
engaging the most vulnerable and 
at-risk students and families.

•Quality Improvement.

•Foster Parents’ Bill of Rights.
•Strengthening the Integrity of 

the Office of the Child Advocate.
•Data Reporting Initiative. In 

response to serious events and con-
cerns about children in DCF care, 
the Legislature has historically 
directed DCF to complete various 
reporting requirements; however, 
the agency has been unable to fulfill 
its statutory requirements to com-
plete all reports. This bill updates 
and streamlines DCF reporting 
requirements to ensure the delivery 
of timely and relevant data in both 
a comprehensive annual report 
and robust quarterly reports. In 
addition, DCF is required to detail 
actions it has taken to provide cul-
turally competent services to chil-
dren and families and report on 
transition planning, fair hearings, 
reports made to the Ombudsman, 
and a detailed accounting of ser-
vices provided through contracted 
agencies.

The bill now moves to the Senate.

LLAANNDD  AAVVAAIILLAABBLLEE
WWaatteerr--DDeeppeennddeenntt  IInndduussttrriiaall  OOrrggaanniizzaattiioonn  

SSeeeekkiinngg  WWaatteerr  AAcccceessss
11..33  aaccrree  aanndd  11..88  aaccrree  lloottss  aavvaaiillaabbllee

CCoonnttaacctt  DDiivveerrssiiffiieedd  iiff  iinntteerreesstteedd  
aatt  ((661177))  993366--99111199

SAFELY

INFORMATIONAL LISTINGS
Wide 4” x 2” or Tall - 2” x 4” 
Are $75 each. Publish 4 or more and 
it will be only $50 each.
All you have to do is send us your 
text [about 300 characters], logo 
and contact information and we’ll 
make your listing. SAFELY Back To 
School listings pages will be 
available through August 20, 2020

BBaacckk  ttoo  SScchhooooll
BBeeffoorree  yyoouu  kknnooww  iitt,,  tthhee  nneeww  sscchhooooll  yyeeaarr  wwiillll  bbeeggiinn..    IInn  tthhiiss  cclliimmaattee  ooff  ccrriissiiss  
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ttoo  ppaarreennttss  ttoo  hheellpp    tthheemm  lleeaarrnn  aabboouutt  aallll  ooff  tthhee  nneeww  ssaaffee  eedduuccaattiioonn  ooppttiioonnss  
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THE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER GROUP - “In town newspapers”
The Beacon Hill Times - The Boston Sun - The Charlestown Patriot Bridge

North End Regional Review - The Mission Hill Gazette - The Jamaica Plain Gazette  
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To Place a listing Sioux: charlestownads@hotmail.com
or call Deb at the office: 781-485-0588

SAMPLE

Rep. Ryan bolsters commitment to children and families

PARENTS! 
This Resource is 

FOR YOU!
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ForFor              RecordRecord
From the July 16, 10 a.m., CITy COuNCIl 

COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OPERA-
TIONS WORKING SESSION: The Committee will 

hold a working session on a petition for a special law 
re: An Act Relative to the Zoning Board of Appeal.  The 
Chair of the Committee and sponsor of the docket is 
Councilor Lydia Edwards.

license Board outdoor restaurant dining extension 
approvals:

•99 Restaurant, Bunker Hill Mall, Limited Hours.
•Brewer’s Fork, Hays Square, Limited Hours.
•Monument Restaurant, Main Street, Regular Hours.
•Pier 6 Restaurant, Navy Yard, Regular Hours.
•Warren Tavern, Pleasant Street, Limited Hours.

From the July 21 Zoning Board of Appeals meeting, 
10 a.m., via Webex:

INTERPRETATION
•34-42 Warren St. (Tatte Bakery). Applicant: Kenneth 

Flynn Purpose: The petitioner’s seeks a determination 
that the Inspectional Services Department erred in issu-
ing the permit. The permit was issued as an allowed use.

From the July 28 Zoning Board of Appeals meeting, 
10 a.m., via Webex:

• 229-231 Bunker Hill St. Applicant: Patrick 
Mahoney. Purpose: Demolish existing one story restau-
rant (Grasshopper Café) and erect a new 4 story 3 unit 

residential building with enclosed garage and roof deck. 

BOSTON FIRE DEPARTMENT uPDATE ON PER-
MITS

Due to the harsh economic impact of the 

COVID-19 pandemic on businesses, the Boston 

Fire Department is extending the expiration date 

on all existing Place of Assembly and Annual Permits 

from June 30, 2020 to September 30, 2020. Any issued 

Place of Assembly Permit or Annual Permit stating an 

expiration date of June 30, 2020 will now automatically  

be valid in the City of Boston until September 30, 2020. 

The invoices for renewal will be mailed out in mid-Au-

gust, and the permitting cycle for both Place of Assembly 

and Annual Permits will become October 1 to September 

30 of the following year from this point forward.

REPORTING WORKPlACE SAFETy CONCERNS
•Workers in any size organization have options if they 

feel they are being pressured into an unsafe situation. 

Attorney General Maura Healey has created resources 

for workers to report safety concerns during reopening. 

They include an online form at the Attorney General’s 

website and a dedicated Fair Labor hotline at 617-727-

3465. People can also find those resources by calling 311.

HOW TO REPORT A PROBlEM PROPERTy
• Since taking office in 2014, Mayor Walsh has made 

fixing quality of life issues a priority in his administra-

tion. From investing in Public Works to making sure 

community policing is a staple in every neighborhood, 

we are making sure every neighborhood is clean, safe and 

a great place to live and work in. Unfortunately some 

properties in Boston need more help than others, and 

that’s why we are here. If you know of a property that fits 

one of the following criteria: multiple calls to 911, one 

that’s blighted or just a general concern, we encourage 

you to reach out to your neighborhood liaison.

Maeve Fittz traded pandemic Italy 
for front-line nursing in Boston

By Seth Daniel

This past spring semester was 
supposed to be a life-changing 
experience in Italy for Charles-
town’s Maeve Fittz, and in many 
ways it was, but in no way that 
she or her family could have ever 
predicted.

Fittz left Charlestown in late 
January as a junior at Endicott 
College to study abroad in Flor-
ence, Italy, for a semester at the 
University of the Arts in Florence. 
For the nursing student, it was a 
great break and an experience she 
thought she would never get again.

In short, it was.
About 30 days into the venture, 

things in Italy started to get a lit-
tle out of control as COVID-19 
began to spread in the Milan and 
Venice areas. She tried to stick it 
out, she said, but eventually the 
school closed down and it was a 
total rush to get back to America.

Once here, after a quarantine 
period where things in Boston 
began to also spiral, she traded her 
paint brush for her nursing intern-
ship at Spaulding Rehab in the 
Navy Yard – where she worked 
though part of the pandemic and is 
currently on a summer internship 
there as well.

“I was in Florence and it was 
only China that was affected,” 
she said. “We heard about it a lit-
tle and then heard that it had hit 
Milan. It wasn’t that close to us, 
but close enough for concern. Our 
headmaster gave us the option to 
go home. We decided we wanted 
to stay to the very last second…
Finally, they made it mandatory 
for us to come home because they 
shut down all the schools in Italy. 
We had two days to pack and 
leave. It was amazing to see Flor-
ence empty. That hadn’t happened 
in years.”

Fittz returned home on March 
7, about a week before everyone 
in Boston began to realize the 
pandemic was about to get seri-
ous here too. She said she thought 
she had been sick in Italy earlier 
during the semester, but wasn’t 
sure so she quarantined at home 
with her mother, Julie, who works 
at RSM in City Square.

“My mom was very happy I 
came home, but was worried she 
could get sick because I could have 
been sick over there,” said Fittz. 
“I actually went to Venice at one 
point and two days later they said 
Venice was a hot spot. Quite hon-
estly, we were all really sick for a 
week, but we had no idea if it was 
COVID-19.”

She said they did a lot of house-
work, monitored symptoms and 
took it easy as she continued to try 

Charlestown’s Maeve Fittz

to do her studies online – though 
said it was kind of hard to do 
watercolor remotely online.

It was about that time that 
things in Boston began to shut 
down and people began to real-
ize the seriousness of COVID that 
Fittz had already witnessed in Italy.

“When I got back, everyone was 
still operating as normal for about 
a week or so,” she said. “Then 
everything shut down here too. 
I knew it as serious, but I didn’t 
think it would be as serious here as 
it turned out to be. We were sup-
posed to go to a wedding in May 
and I didn’t think that would be 
cancelled, but of course, it was.”

After being cleared of her quar-
antine, and with a great need for 
medical help in Boston at that 
point, Fittz said she reported to 
work at Spaulding.

“I went straight to work as fast 
as I could,” she said. “I love my job 
as a nursing assistant and love that 
I can work in my neighborhood.”

She continued working there 
through the pandemic, and said 
she plans to work a summer 
internship at Portsmouth Hospital 
in the Emergency Department also. 
In the fall, she hopes to be able to 
return to Endicott for her final year 
of nursing school. That is still up in 
the air, but most schools are now 
considering a return to campus.

Fittz, 20, has spent her entire 
life in Charlestown and is well-
known in all of the organizations 
here. She attended the Warren 
Prescott, played Charlestown Soc-
cer, Charlestown Hockey, Charles-
town Lacrosse, Girls Softball, and 
even swam at the Boys & Girls 
Club. After attending the John D. 
O’Bryant School for Math and Sci-
ence – an exam school in Mission 
Hill – she decided to pursue her 
nursing degree at Endicott. 

Even with the disruption in her 
study abroad, and the hasty exit 
from Europe in a very unprece-
dented time, Fittz said she does 
recommend in the future that stu-
dents consider going abroad for a 
new and different experience.

BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE
Page, Kathryn E Gottlieb, Britt E 42 8th St #2205 $529,000
Morash, Lyndsey Santorella, Patricia L 256-258 Bunker Hill St #1 $867,000
Rodriguez, Robb Aubert, Yvonne M 4 Cook St #1    $665,000
Gonzalez, Caitlin Shyjan, Michael W 17 Cordis Street Ave #1   $575,000
Long, James Scheier, Alexander W 77 Green St #2  $929,000
Friedman, Jacob D Matuza, Sarah M 21 Main St #C   $587,800
Evans, Nicholas W 12 Mount Vernon Street 12 Mount Vernon St #1     $700,000
Schiller, Jacqueline 12 Mount Vernon Street   12 Mount Vernon St #3     $920,000
Mount Vernon Group LLC Shahnasarian, Edward 2 Mount Vernon St $1,670,000
Forsa, Brian Hayes, James 46 Rutherford Ave $1,442,000
Deiulis, Joanna Coxe, Martha M 4 Salem St #4   $775,000
Mullard, Eleanor Gram, Hilary 64 Sullivan St #4         $723,800
Thistle, Matthew Forsa, Brian 3 Winthrop St #2  $640,000 

R e a l  E s t a t e  Tr a n s f e r s

Elite
253 Main St. • Charlestown • 617-241-5566

www.c21elite.com
Sales • Rentals • Free Market Analysis

Certified Buyer Agents
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LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate

and Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston,  MA 02114

(617)788-8300
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR

FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

Docket No.
SU20P0884EA

Estate of:
Lawrence Tecci
Date of Death
02/07/2020

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Eastpointe Rehab 
Center Llc of Norwood, MA 
requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the 
Petition.
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
You have the right to obtain 
a copy of the Petition from 

the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
08/31/2020.
This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which 
you must file a written 
appearance and objection 
if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an affidavit of objections 

within thirty (30) days of 
the return day, action may 
be taken without further 
notice to you.
U N S U P E R V I S E D 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 
THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 
(MUPC)
A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC 
in an unsupervised admin-
istration is not required to 
file an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in the 
estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administra-

tion directly from the 
Personal Representative 
and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to 
the estate, including the 
distribution of assets and 
expenses of administra-
tion.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: July 02, 2020
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

7/16/20
Charlestown

TO 
ADVERTISE 

IN THE
CHARlESTOWN 

PATRIOT-
BRIDGE 
PlEASE 
CAll 

781-485-0588SELLING YOUR AUTO? 
Call for our 4 week 
special! Call 781-485-
0588

SOBER
HOUSING

Sober Housing Accommo-
dations
Safe and sober housing 
accommodations for men 
and women available now 
in Revere, East Boston 
and Lynn. Call today 617-
610-0053 or visit www.
americasober.com
--------------------------------

APT FOR 
RENT

WINTHROP - Ft. Heath 
Apts. - Ocean View
1 & 2 BR apts. in 
mod. shoreline 
bldg. Non-smoking/
no pets. Steps to beach, 
minutes to Boston.
Pool, billiards, exercise 
facility, lounge, pkg. Heat 
& HW incl. 617-846-7300 
Debra.
7/15

House for Rent
Beachmont area, 2nd 
floor, 2 Bdrm, 2 car 
pky, central air, walk to 
beach, shopping, T.
References Required.
617-846-0106
$1,700/mo
7/15, 7/22

Revere House for sale 
by owner; 4 bdrm, 3 
bath, hdwd floors, 4 car 
parking, New large stamp 
concrete yard. AC / front 
& back patio. Call Judy 
617-413-8890
7/15, 7/22

HOUSE FOR 
RENT

HOUSE FOR 
SALE

Buy 1 Ad 
ANY SIZE
& GET THE 

SECOND WEEK 

All  ads incl.  color

Independent Newspaper’s
July Special!

WE ARE OPEN 
PROMO!

Revere Journal | East Boston Times | Chelsea Record

Everett Independent | Charlestown Patriot Bridge

Lynn Journal | Winthrop Sun Transcript

The Boston Sun | The Beacon Hill Times 

North End Regional Review 

Call 781-485-0588 or Email Your Rep!

Choose 
One, or 

mix & match!

RUNS WEEK 
OF 7/22 & 7/29

BPDA to look at two licensing agreements after the fact
By Seth Daniel

The Boston Planning and Devel-
opment Agency (BPDA) will hold 
its monthly Board meeting on July 
16 in an online format, and will 
consider two license agreements 
based in Charlestown.

Aside from that, the agenda is 
rather light for the entire city.

One of the agreements has, in 
fact, already started and ended 
before getting approval from the 
BPDA – a program in partner-
ship with the Newmarket Busi-
ness Association (NMBA) to train 
applicants for a CDL license to 
drive heavy trucks on the Bunker 
Hill parking lots. The BPDA Board 
will analyze the agreement and the 
use, but in actuality, the program 
began on June 22 and ended July 
2 over a total of 10 days.

“Due to Covid-19 restrictions, 
the New Market Business Asso-
ciation and Bill’s Taxi service 
were unable to secure a private-
ly-owned location for the practical 
portion of the instruction,” read 
the memo. “Time being of the 
essence, NMBA and reached out 
to BPDA requesting the short-term 
use of the lot at Bunker Hill Com-
munity College. The BPDA grant-
ed a two-week license agreement 
to Bill’s Taxi on or about June 22, 
2020, and now seeks ratification 
and confirmation of the same.”

The program seeks to train 
workers how to drive heavy trucks 
by funding a training with the 
City’s Office of Workforce Devel-
opment (OWD). Such training 
puts them on a pathway to a better 
occupation and financial stability.

NMBA teamed up with OWD’s 

Job Development Initiative to 
fund scholarships to, and facilitate 
locations for, Commercial Driv-
er’s License Courses. NMBA has 
partnered with Bill’s Taxi Service, 
Inc. to fulfill the education require-
ments of the CDL program.

Certainly any opposition would 
be fruitless, since it’s already hap-
pened.

There was no charge for the use 
of the property.

•SPAULDING TO USE PIER 
FOR SOCIAL DISTANCING 
PROGRAM

Spaulding Rehab is petitioning 
the BPDA Board to approve a 
license to use 15,000 sq. ft. of land 
on Pier 11 adjacent to Menino 
Park for a long-standing program 
to support those transitioning 
from rehabilitation to an active 
lifestyle. The program is known 

as the Spaulding Adaptive Sport 
Center’s Weingarten Program.

The program has run since 
2001 and serves 1,000 people 
with physical and cognitive chal-
lenges each year. They have oper-
ated at the pier behind Spaulding 
for some time offering land and 

water based activities. Because 
of social distancing this summer, 
they need more space to spread 
the program out.

It will be separate and fenced 
off from Menino Park. The agree-
ment, if approved, would run 
through Oct. 31.
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•  24/7 Emergency
   & Critical Care
•  Acupuncture
•  Anesthesiology
•  Avian &
   Exotic Medicine
•  Behavior
•  Cardiology
•  Dentistry
•  Dermatology
•  Diagnostic
   Imaging

•  Internal Medicine
•  Neurology
•  Nutrition
•  Oncology
•  Ophthalmology
•  Pathology
•  Pain &
   Palliative Care
•  Physical Rehabilitation
•  Surgery

•  Management of Chronic Diseases
   (such as kidney disease, diabetes,
   arthritis, heart disease)
•  Direct Access to Angell’s
   board-certified specialists
•  Weekend & Evening Appointments
•  Geriatric Medicine
•  Free On-Site Parking

Compassionate,
Comprehensive Care

350 South Huntington Avenue  |  Boston, MA
617-522-7282  |  angell.org

Angell is prepared
to help!

Ruff day?

www.theanchorboston.com
@TheAnchorBoston 

WE’RE BACK

•  Fully outdoors

In partnership with

•  Catering and daily kitchen service • Family friendly

• Enhanced seating • Sociable yet safe

By Seth Daniel

Last year it was torrential rains, 
and this year it was a pandemic, 
but The Anchor venue has perse-
vered through both to find success 
in the Charlestown Navy Yard 
– finally getting approval to open 
its outdoor venue and beer garden 
for the season on July 4. He did 
note that the City and its depart-
ments moved very quickly and 
efficiently to help them get open.

From atop the Shipyard Park 
fountain, owner Chris Sinclair 
said on a pleasant night this 
Tuesday that they were seeing 
great support since opening on 
Independence Day, and had about 
80 percent of their tables filled on 
a regular basis.

“It was an appropriate day to 
re-open on Independence Day,” 
said Sinclair, noting that they had 
planned to open on April 14. “I 
am happy to have literally any-
thing at this point. We have a 
significant hole to climb out of. 
We were ready to open in April. 
We missed a great few months of 
outdoor weather. Where we are 
now, I’m happy with it and people 
are happy we’re open. We have 
been integrated into the commu-
nity and the community has come 
out to support us. I’m hoping that 
continues and I’m hoping people 
outside the immediate area find 
their way to Charlestown as well.”

The Anchor has added some 
new drinks to their beer and wine 
offerings this year, including fro-

zen drinks. They also hope to 
expand their hours shortly into 
the mornings to offer a full out-
door coffee bar – with everything 
from good hot coffee to lattes and 
cappuccino.

Being an outdoor venue, Sinclair 
said they already have a lot of 
sanitizing and cleaning protocols 
in place that other restaurants 
and bars have had to learn. It has 
made them uniquely prepared to 
re-open and serve the public safely.

“We are already, if not the 
most, prepared for this kind of 
environment,” Sinclair said. “It’s 
been a pretty easy transition from 
pre-COVID to post-COVID pro-
tocols. We have been doing thor-
ough sanitizing already, but it has 
been really stepped up now. From 
a social distancing standpoint, 
patrons have been very under-
standing. They have done well. I 
was nervous how people would 
be, but people wear the mask and 
know how to act. We also didn’t 
lose a lot of occupancy because 
we’re outside and have space to 
expand and keep proper distanc-
es.”

Sinclair said they hope to have 
some guidance on music and per-
formances soon, but for now that 
isn’t happening yet. 

“It is a good question we’re all 
wondering about, and one they 
will probably address sooner than 
later,” he said. Right now, the 
hours for The Anchor are 4-10:30 
p.m. Monday to Thursday, and 
11 a.m. to 11 p.m. on Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday.

The Anchor venue in
Navy yard is now open

Patrons this week enjoyed the re-opening of The Anchor in the Navy Yard. The outdoor beer garden and 
venue was allowed to open on July 4.


