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To Our Patients and 
Community Members:  

MGH Charlestown and NEW 
Health Charlestown want you 
to know that we are working 
hard with Massachusetts General 
Hospital to confront the COVID-
19 epidemic, and we are here 
for you. We have two important 
messages for the community at 
this time:

•If you have a cough, fever, or 
other flu-like symptoms, please 
contact your primary care phy-
sician by phone so that we can 
advise and triage you appropri-

ately. We ask you NOT to come 
directly to clinic without call-
ing to be triaged, because many 
patients with respiratory infec-
tions (including COVID-19) can 
be managed safely at home, which 
is often the safest option, and 
MGH is creating alternative sites 
for the management of respirato-
ry infections. We will remain at 
work and at the other end of the 
line to take your calls, and we will 
make sure you get the treatment 
you need.

•If you have a scheduled doc-
tor’s visit that is non-essential and 

can be postponed, please contact 
your physician’s office to resched-
ule—this will allow us to keep 
up our capacity to help the main 
hospital by seeing urgent visits.

In addition, in your own lives, 
please follow state and national 
guidelines around “social distanc-
ing” and person to person infec-
tion control, which are all-im-
portant in reducing the impact of 
COVID-19 on our communities. 
For more guidance on those strat-
egies and for other information 
about COVID-19 we offer this 
web resource from MGH, which 

is updated frequently and offers 
information and advice in multi-
ple languages: https://www.mass-
general.org/news/coronavirus/
coronavirus-latest-update. 

Thank you, and please do not 
hesitate to  reach out to our 
health centers with any questions 
or concerns.

Sincerely,
Jim Morrill, MD, PhD, Medical 

Director, MGH Charlestown 
HealthCare Center

Anne Murray-Chiraboga, MD, 
Medical Director NEW Health 

Charlestown
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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Neighbors, customers 
and friends, 

With our lives being 
changed on a daily basis by 
the Covid-19 pandemic, we 
want to update you on some 
changes that we are making 
at the Independent Newspa-
per Group.

Our office will remain 
open during regular business 
hours, Monday thru Thurs-
day, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
and on Friday from 9:00 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.

Customers can contact us 
at 781-485-0588 or by the 
emails at editor@reverejour-
nal.com, seth@reverejour-
nal.com or deb@reverejour-
nal.com.

The full print edition will 
be online on Thursday morn-
ing at charlestownbridge.
com.

Our web pages will be 
updated with the latest new 
regulations and news from 
our elected leaders as soon 
as the news is made public.

We urge everyone to ad-
here to the rules and rec-
ommendations of our elect-
ed officials and the CDC in 
fighting this pandemic.

Stay safe
Your friends at the 

Charlestown Patriot-Bridge

MGH Charlestown and NEW Health Charlestown message to the community

By Seth Daniel

It was supposed to be their 
year.

The Charlestown Townies U12 
girls team had all the pieces in 
place this year for what looked 
to be a championship run for the 
State Tournament and the League 
title. That came after many years 

of the tight-knit group of girls 
getting pummeled at the U10 level 
and not even winning a single 
game one season. However, year 
after year they put in the hard 
work and got better each year. 
This year, with several 12-year-
olds who had played together for 

Promising U12 team has ‘dream 
season’ cut short amidst COVID-19

The Charlestown Townie U12 girls team was well on their way to what 
could have been a multi-championship year – that is until COVID-19 
canceled everything for athletes all across the board, from youth sports 
to the professional ranks. It was a year for these girls of “unfulfilled 
potential,” said Coach Derek Arsenault.

(U12 Pg. 2)

Eliot School parents 
dealing with teacher,     
parent role after  
one week

By Seth Daniel

It was a moment when things 
about COVID-19 became real for 
a lot of parents in Charlestown 
– the moment when they got an 
e-mailed letter from the Eliot 

By Keiko Hiromi

Charlestown High School was 
one of hundreds of Boston Public 
Schools (BPS) that closed on 
March 16 for a prolonged period 
that could last into April.

This week, as students reported 
to school on Monday, some edu-
cators were concerned about the 
supplies they needed, but didn’t 
have.

Some educators worried in the last days 
of school before March 16 closure

Charlestown High teacher Alicia Mooltrey said the last few days of 
school were very intense as teachers and staff didn’t feel they had the 
necessary sanitizing products for their classrooms, and there weren’t any 
in the stores to buy as well. She said it was a concern for the kids and 
for the safety of teachers.

(SchOOL Pg. 2)
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years really gelling in a special 
way, Coach Derek Arsenault and 
Assistant Coaches John Sutich 
and Kenny McConnell could see 
they had a dream season on their 
hands.

They were seeded #1 in their 
tier for the State Tournament, 
which was to be held this coming 
weekend in Springfield, and they 
also had the top seed for their 
League playoffs the week after.

They sat at a remarkable 24-2-4 
record.

They had scored 132 goals on 
the season, and only 39 had been 
scored against them.

Then came COVID-19, and 
that pretty much ended it those 
dreams abruptly. Sadly, it wasn’t 
just the culmination of many 
months of play that were foiled, 
but many years of building up a 
team of girls who were close, tal-
ented, and ready to succeed after 
years of work.

“We were really in position to 
give it as good a run as we could,” 
said Coach Arsenault. “We were 
the number one seed in that State 
Tournament. We would have been 
the first seed in our League play-
offs. We had a really great team 
that came together. Everybody 
looks forward to that weekend at 
the State Tournament, as much the 
parents as the kids. The parents 
are all friends too. There has never 
been any drama on this hockey 
team. The girls get along on the 
ice as much as they do off the ice. 
The timing of this was as bad as it 
could be for this team, these girls. 
It’s sad because unfulfilled poten-
tial is one of the worst things in 
life. But it’s all out of our control.”

That was something the girls on 
the team all agreed to as well – the 

idea of unfulfilled potential.
“A lot of us have played for 

four or five years together and had 
a very close bond,” said player 
Annie Driscoll. “This was one of 
our last years that we were going 
to be able to play together. We 
worked very hard to reach a goal 
and we weren’t able to play for 
it. It was harder because it was 
all out of our control. I found 
out at home and I was already 
upset because we had found out 
my brother had gotten off from 
school. Then my mom came in 
and said States were canceled. I 
cried a little bit. I was mad too.”

Said Coach McConnell, “This 
team had a very good year and 
it’s unfortunate it ended this way. 
We tried to see if maybe they 
would come back and play the 
Tournament in the summer, but it 
wasn’t in the cards. It’s a circum-
stance you just can’t control. We 
understand the decision, but it’s a 
little sour for us.”

McConnell noted the season 
started 22 weeks ago, and the 
girls have practiced twice a week 
every week, and played one or two 
games a weekend in that time also. 
That, he said, is over 80 hours of 
ice time and dedication to the goal 
of winning States and the League. 
To have it suddenly ripped out 
from under them, he said, was 
hard for the girls to process.

“There were tears; it was tough 
to accept,” he said.

IT WAS THEIR YEAR
The U12 team was one of three 

girls’ teams that were headed to 
Springfield this weekend for what 
is typically the capstone on the 
season for those teams that won 
their district playoff in January. A 

record number of CYHA teams 
– five in all – advanced to the 
Tournament this year, with three 
of those teams on the girls side. 
(The co-ed teams played their 
State Tournament two weekends 
ago, and got it in before the shut-
down).

Most had been looking for-
ward to it for several months, but 
no team was anticipating it more 
than the U12 team. Last year, they 
had done well all season, only to 
get to States and perform disap-
pointingly. That also came after 
many years of the core of the team 
– Brianna Dacey, Anna Corcoran, 
Kate Frawley, Annie Driscoll, and 
Rory McConnell – getting beat 
badly for years as they played up 
in the U10 level at the age of 7.

This year, the team had solid-
ified its talent and showed more 
perseverance. Things likely could 
have been different this time.

“It’s particularly sad for the 
U12 girls that have to move up 
next year,” Arsenault said. “We’ll 
be good, but it will be harder to 
compete against the second-year 
U14s. Those five girls started play-
ing in Charlestown U10 at the age 
of 7. They got destroyed the first 
year. The League gave them the 
first and only ‘Most Improved’ 
trophy because they didn’t win 
a game and stuck it out any-
way. They didn’t quit or leave the 
Charlestown program. They just 
worked harder and harder. This 
year was looking to be the reward 
for that hard work. It was going to 
pay off in a state championship.”

Rory McConnell said it was 
very hard for the team – many of 
whom have played together since 
the age of 7 and most all of whom 
have played together for at least 

five years.
“It was sad when we found 

out we couldn’t make it to States 
because it got canceled,” she said. 
“We came a long way from when 
we first started. I felt like we could 
have gone really far in States. I feel 
like all of the hard work, and play-
ing three years of U10, was going 
to pay off and we could go far.”

Player Olivia Arsenault said she 
wanted to be able to avenge last 
year’s disappointing performance 
at the end of the season. She had 
been looking forward to re-writ-
ing that script, but it wasn’t to be.

“Last year, the way we played at 
States was very disappointing and 
this year was going to be when we 
made up for that and have a great 
year,” she said. “Then came every-
thing with the Coronavirus. When 
they finally announced it, we were 
really, really sad about it. A lot of 
us played together for four years 
and we got really close.”

Other teammates also added 
their thoughts.

•Brianna Dacey – “We’re a real-
ly close team. We played together 
every year and I’ve known these 
girls for half of my life. We go 
to dinner after practice, we have 
sleepovers, and go to tournaments 
together. We always look forward 
to going to States together. It’s 
unfortunate this happened this 
year because we know we could 
have gone all the way this year in 
States and the Playoffs. I’m really 
upset about it.”

•Erin Flaherty – “We were very 
close and we had a lot of success 
throughout the year. I just want 
to give a big thank you to Coach 
Derek, Coach Kenny and Coach 
John for helping us.”

•Goalie Katlin Sacco is the 

newest member of the team, hav-
ing joined last year. After having 
played for several other teams in 
the past, she said the chemistry 
with the Charlestown U12s was 
amazing.

“This team gets along a lot 
better than any team I’ve been on, 
whether on the ice or off the ice. 
Every player was ready to play 
and it was everyone playing as a 
team. There wasn’t one person 
who took over. Next year, I’ll be 
a U14, and I’m just glad I had this 
opportunity to join Charlestown 
because it’s more competitive than 
the other teams.”

THANKS TO THE 
COACHES

By and large, all of the girls and 
the parents on the team had one 
thing to say – thank you. That 
appreciation went to the three 
coaches who put many hours into 
helping the team – realizing last 
November that they had a group 
that was committed and ready for 
a championship run.

For Coach Arsenault, he said 
there was one thing he dreamed 
of doing, and that was putting the 
five girls who started at 7 on the 
ice together in the championship 
game to finish out what they start-
ed long ago.

“I had this idea as the season 
went on and we got better that 
maybe we would be up a couple 
of goals in the championship game 
and I might be able to get all five 
girls from the original team on the 
ice to celebrate together at the end 
of the game,” he said. “That’s a 
dream we won’t be able to get to 
yet because of these circumstances 
that are just out of our control.”

On March 16, it was a last day 
for the students to collect items 
they needed for the unexpected 
break.  As students filed into the 
school and then left later that day 
for the last time in a while, teacher 
Alicia Mooltrey said she was wor-
ried about how things ended.

“Last week, teachers were 
stressed because the district had 
not delivered any hand sanitizer, or 
disinfectant wipes to our school, 
and trying to find those supplies in 
stores was a challenge,” she said. 

Panic-buying left many shelves 
empty of hygiene/cleaning prod-

ucts at stores throughout the 
United States and Greater Boston, 
and caused shortages of such pro-
tective kits for Coronavirus. 

Fearing for not only the health 
of her students, but also herself, 
she had been scrambling to pro-
vide hygiene products for her 
classroom.  

“Thankfully we (teachers) all 
shared what we had with each 
other to make things work,” she 
said.

Boston Mayor Martin Walsh 
announced BPS was closing Friday 
night, March 13.  Not many of 

her students came to school on 
Monday, March 16, Mooltrey 
said.  

“I wish we would’ve known 
last week that there wouldn’t be 
school, so that we could have 
had more time to plan, but we 
are doing our best to keep stu-
dents engaged by putting work on 
Google classroom and passing out 
Chromebooks for students who 
need them.”

By press time this week, that 
effort to get online for the thou-
sands of BPS students was still 
underway.

The USS Constitution Museum 
has temporarily closed in response 
to the coronavirus public health 
emergency and to minimize spread 
of COVID-19. The Museum will 
reassess the public health situa-
tion at the end of March. 

“The safety of our visitors 
and staff is our top priority, 
and we will continue to moni-
tor new developments closely,” 
said Museum President and CEO 
Anne Grimes Rand.

To serve students and the pub-
lic who are working remotely, 
the Museum will provide com-
plimentary access to additional 
content on its digital platforms 
for adults, children, educators, 
and students. The content will 
include videos, images, blog posts, 
and other materials, which will 
be shared daily on the Museum’s 
robust website and social media 
channels.

USS Constitution Museum closes 
for public health emergency
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By Nancy Hayford Kueny

During the reconstruction 
following the Battle of Bunker 
Hill, two house styles dominated 
Charlestown, the late Georgian 
and the Federal. Both of these 
styles were derivative of English 
architecture, but the newly inde-
pendent United States, particular-
ly following the War of 1812, 
began looking to the ancient clas-
sical world for inspiration. From 
about 1825 until 1860, the Greek 
Revival style emerged as a popular 
style.  Within this style, a sub-
type developed known as the tem-
ple-form house. Displaying all the 
hallmarks of the style, 33 Cordis 
St. is a fine example. The three-
bay gable end of the building faces 
the street to form the main façade. 
A full-width portico with four 
handsomely carved fluted Ionic 
columns with scrolled capitals 
stretches across the façade. The 
Ionic columns are surmounted by 
entablature as well as a classical 
pediment which gives the home 
the look of a miniature Greek 
temple. Greek Revival homes are 
side-hall plans and generally have 
elegant taller first floor windows, 
in this case nine-over-six sashes.

Known as the Swallow Mansion 
and built in 1845, 33 Cordis St. 
was named for its fifth owner, 
Amaziah N. Swallow. Swallow 
purchased the home from Robert 
Edes in 1862 for $2,462. Swallow 
was a successful grocer who oper-
ated ‘The Big Store’ at 12-13 City 
Square beginning in 1850. It was 
one of the largest grocery stores 
in the Boston area. Groceries were 
shipped all over New England on 
a daily basis. Swallow also held 
lucrative contracts with the U.S. 
Government to supply warships 
with hundreds of tons of goods. 
The Swallow family owned No. 
33 until 1901.

Two more fine examples of 
the temple-form Greek Revival 
are located on the Charlestown 
Neck at 4 Brighton St. and 28 
Brighton Str., anchoring both 
ends of the block. Both were built 
around 1846-7 by Boston builder 
James Richie who was active from 
around 1835 until his death in 
1884. The house at No. 28 has 
most of the same attributes as 33 
Cordis St., while the temple-form 
house at No. 4 is a simpler, smaller 
version of the style with an ionic 
columned porch that rises to the 
attic.

The Neck Village has been 
inhabited since the early days of 
Charlestown when Main Street 
was known as the ‘Main Road’ 
or ‘Country Road,’ which went 

from the Town Hill (Windmill 
Hill) settlement past the Mill Pond 
and Mill Village and onward to 
the Neck .The 19th-century devel-
opment of the Neck Village was 
largely due to the influx of immi-
grants from Ireland and Europe 
arriving in Boston at that time. In 
the 1840s, Brighton, Perkins and 
Parker streets were laid out on 
land purchased in the early 1800s 
by Richard Sullivan, Sr., a son of 
James Sullivan who was Governor 
of Massachusetts (1807-1808) and 
also President of the Middlesex 
Canal Company, which operated 
from 1803 until 1851. Richard, 
also involved with the Middlesex 
Canal, was an attorney, a real 
estate speculator and owner of 
Sullivan’s Tavern near the termi-
nus of the canal. Sullivan Square 
was named after this family.

Another variation of the mon-
umental Greek Revival is located 
at 20 Albion Place. It was built 
1840-42 by carpenters Aaron 
Clark and Enos Varney on a lot 
purchased for $466. The house 
is notable for its side porch with 
four fluted columns that rise to 
a projecting entablature under 
the roof.  Corners are accented 
with flat Doric pilasters. It’s a 
fine example of a homestead built 
when lots were much larger, prior 
the period of extensive building of 
row houses that commenced in the 
later part of the 19th century.

This house at 20 Albion 
was eventually lived in by one 
of Charlestown’s most notable 
citizens of the mid-19th C, Dr. 
Elias Crafts. Dr. Crafts ran an 
apothecary shop located at the 
confluence of Warren and Main 
streets at the point where Austin 
Street enters Thompson Square, 

across from what is now Dexter 
Row.  The property had been 
owned by John Hay, baker, since 
before the Revolution. All of the 
land between Main and High 
street from Green Street almost 
to Cordis Street was John Hay’s 
pasture. The house was burned 
following the Battle of Bunker 
Hill, and Hay erected a new house 
in the 1780s on the site of his 
former homestead. The historian 
Timothy Sawyer believed that the 
house was the first house to be 
reconstructed in Charlestown fol-
lowing the battle. Hay’s daughter 
Mercy Hay Boylston inherited the 
house and it became known as 
the “Boylston House.” The house 
was a two-story, gable-roofed 
Georgian, and in 1828 Elias Crafts 
established his apothecary shop 
on the northwestern end of the 
building looking up Main Street. 
The corner was known as “Crafts 
Corner” for the next 40 years. 
The shop was stocked with all 
sorts of bottles and jars of medi-
cine, as well as fancy goods, and 
it became a gathering place for 
the locals to stop by to socialize 
and discuss the news of the day. 
In 1857, Dr. Crafts sold his store 
and established a wholesale drug 
business on Commercial Wharf in 
Boston. In 1869, the City Council 
of Charlestown passed an order to 
enlarge the square. The Boylston 
House was torn down, the corner 
cut off, and the square enlarged 
and renamed Thompson Square, 
after the Thompson family who 
lived in the neighborhood. The 
Thompson houses shall be the 
topic of a future article.

 Sources: “Old Charlestown” 
by Timothy Sawyer, “A Century 
of Town Life” by James F. 

Historic Houses of the Month

The Temple Front Greek Revivals

4 Brighton St in the Neck Village.

20 Albion Place.

The Amaziahn Swallow mansion 33 Cordis St.

Hunnewell, MACRIS: Various 
Landmarks Commission Surveys, 
“A Field Guide to American 
Houses” by Virginia Savage 

McAlester, “Images of America: 
Charlestown” by Anthony 
Mitchell Samarco.
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THE COVID-19 EPIDEMIC: 
A WAKE-UP CALL FOR THE U.S. 

HEALTHCARE SYSTEM
In the aftermath of the terrorist attacks on Sept. 11, 2001, Americans 

forever were forced to change the manner in which we traveled. The 
strikes on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon made clear that the 
screening system we had in place at airports at that time was inadequate 
for meeting the threat posed by a determined international terrorist 
organization.

Long security lines at every airport in this country, as well as around 
the world, soon became the norm, as new protocols were put into place 
for our protection against future attacks. Americans didn’t -- and still 
don’t -- like them, but all of us understand that the inconvenience and 
expense of the enhanced security measures are essential for our safety.

Similar to the issue of inadequate airport security before 9/11, the 
onset of the world-wide, COVID-19 pandemic has exposed the gross 
shortcomings of the American health care system’s ability to confront a 
major health emergency of the magnitude we are facing today.

The U.S. is far less capable of dealing with an influx of patients 
afflicted with coronavirus than every other industrialized nation in the 
world (as well as many poorer nations). Relative to our population, we 
have far fewer doctors, nurses, hospital beds, and acute care capabilities 
than countries all across the globe that already are struggling with the 
onslaught of COVID-19.

With our emergency rooms already at 75-90 percent of capacity at 
any given time, it will not take much to overwhelm every hospital in 
every city in every state if this pandemic comes even close to a worst-
case scenario.

In addition, a huge percentage of our population has no direct access 
to quality health care that could identify early exposure to the virus. For 
example, federal emergency officials have urged every citizen to call their 
doctor first, rather than just reflexively coming into the doctor’s office, 
if they suspect they are becoming ill. However, about 25 percent of our 
fellow Americans -- about 75 million of us -- do not have a primary 
care physician either because they do not have health insurance or are 
underinsured. So what are those people supposed to do -- other than 
flood into emergency rooms?

The bottom line is this: America’s healthcare system is under stress 
even in the best of circumstances. It is neither designed nor capable of 
ensuring the optimum health outcomes for most of our citizenry and 
excludes a large percentage of our population altogether even in ordi-
nary circumstances. And ironically, we spend more on our healthcare by 
far -- and get less for it -- than any other nation on earth.

Hopefully, the current crisis will serve as the equivalent of a 9/11 
wake-up call so that we can make significant changes to our healthcare 
system in order to ensure that every American has access to quality 
healthcare for the protection of our people, both individually and col-
lectively.

For over 56 years, the Kennedy 
Center has provided critical safe-
ty nets for Charlestown’s most 
vulnerable children, families, and 
seniors. The COVID-19 pandemic 
is NO exception! Our staff are 
working around the clock to pro-
tect the health and safety of our 
community while providing ser-
vices and programming during this 
unprecedented crisis. The  needs of 
our community are changing daily. 
The Kennedy Center remains com-
mitted to providing essential ser-
vices despite major disruptions to 
our operations and daily lives. 

In  the past week, we have 
implemented the following chang-
es: 

We have CLOSED ALL ABCD 
Head Start and Children’s Services 
through April 6.

We intend to reopen our Early 
Education programs on Tuesday, 
April 7,.

We have suspended all Family 
Engagement and Senior activi-
ties  at our Community Resource 

Center (JFK 
CRC), located at 55 Bunker 

Hill Street from Monday, March 
16 - Friday, April 3. 

The JFK CRC is a BPS School 
Eats Drop-and-Go food site for 
children ages 18 and under. No 
registration is required. ALL chil-
dren will receive FREE books, 
early literacy and  learning kits, 
tools, and related materials daily. 

JFK Home Care is OPEN until 
further notice. Our dedicated 
Home Care staff are providing 
Home Health Aide, Personal Care, 
Homemaking, and Companion 
services for Charlestown seniors 
and disabled adults. Additionally, 
we are reaching out to all seniors 
within our network to assess 
health/safety, food and financial 
insecurity and will work with staff 
and community partners to direct 
resources as appropriate.

We will be creating and sharing 
early learning activities on our 
social media accounts and via email 
in the coming days and weeks. If 

you are not already subscribed to 
our feeds on social media please 
follow us on Facebook, Twitter, 
and Instagram @KennedyFSC. 
You may also visit us on our web-
site www.KennedyCenter.org. 

Although there are still a lot of 
“unknowns”, we do know that 
the coronavirus crisis dispropor-
tionately impacts the most vul-
nerable, and has already creat-
ed new economic challenges for 
millions of families due to loss 
of wages, benefits, and support. 
This is only the beginning, we 
are actively developing new and 
long-term opportunities to pro-
vide additional support for highly 
at-risk families and staff impacted 
by the coronavirus public health 
and economic crisis.  Please con-
sider making an online gift today. 
Your gift, no matter how large 
or small, makes all the difference 
to a family in need. Please visit 
www.kennedycenter.org/donate to 
donate today.

Kennedy Center COVID-19 response
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CLERGY VIEWPOINT
From the Charlestown Clergy assoCiation

What can I do?
By Very Reverend James Ronan, VF – Pastor, St. Mary-St. Catherine of Siena Parish

Every hour the news offers up 
new information about how our 
world and our neighborhoods are 
responding to the corona virus. 
The very best information is both 
frightening and made more so 
because it is inconclusive. There is 
so much unknown and there is no 
end in sight. 

As I walk around Town with 
Lily, it is a real pleasure to stop 
and chat with folks.  Everyone 
seems eager to share a thought or 
some word about his or her life 
and perception of what is hap-
pening. Of course, underlying all 
of our communications, there is 
a restless anxiety about what may 
occur. We all want to “DO” some-
thing that makes things better and 
makes us feel better too.

Sailing is a favorite pastime of 
mine. Years ago, I came across a 
priceless little book, “First You 
Have to Learn to Row a Little 
Boat.” The author, Richard Bode, 
tells a story of his childhood dream 
of sailing on Long Island Sound. 
As the boy’s experience unfolds, he 
draws profound life lessons from 
his time on the water. For exam-

ple, he describes the time he was 
becalmed (there was no wind). 

At first, he moved the tiller 
every which way, pulled on the 
lines, jerked the sail all around 
but nothing happened. There was 
no wind. He was going nowhere. 
As the afternoon passed into early 
evening, he learned to let go, 
stretch out on deck, and wait for 
the wind. Once he did that, he 
began to sense many things: the 
sounds of the sea birds and the 
tide against the hull; the smells 
from the sea and from the distant 
land; the gentle movements of the 
current and sights of the setting 
sun. And as the air cooled from 
the sun’s setting, a light westerly 
breeze arose and he set a course 
for his safe harbor.

Perhaps like myself, you can 
identify with the lad who felt so 
helpless and agitated, fearful and 
lost, becalmed at sea. If so, look 
around and look inside as well. 
There is so much to see and sense; 
so much that is good and precious 
to recall and savor. This becalmed 
time can be a gift, in some ways, 
helping us go deeper into ourselves 

and our world without the winds 
and often gales of everyday life.

Yet, there is another critical 
piece to carry the metaphor for-
ward. In that sailboat, becalmed 
or shrouded in an unexpected 
fog bank, the sailor has to throw 
out an anchor to avoid unwanted 
drift from tides and currents. The 
anchor means safety, the security 
of not drifting into danger.

What is your anchor? What 
keeps you safe and out of danger 
in this most turbulent time? The 
corona virus finds a number of us 
without an anchor at a time when 
we really need one. For many oth-
ers, the anchor is our faith. Our 
belief in an ever-present omnipo-
tent God who will never abandon 
us, even though our world is so 
deeply shaken. 

This moment in our lives, in 
our community, has no point of 
reference to guide us. Yet, we are 
not alone. The God, who created 
each one of us in love, continues 
profoundly close, waiting for us to 
secure ourselves in God, the one, 
true, Anchor we so greatly need.

The Supreme Judicial Court 
(SJC) on Tuesday ordered that, 
because of the public health emer-
gency arising from the COVID-19 
pandemic, beginning March 18 
and until at least April 6, the only 
matters that will be heard in-per-
son in Massachusetts state court-
houses are emergency matters that 
cannot be held by videoconference 
or telephone. 

Each of the seven Trial Court 
departments, in new standing 
orders to be issued March 17, will 
define emergency matters for their 
departments.  

As a result of the SJC order, 
courthouses will be closed to the 
public except to conduct emer-
gency hearings that cannot be 
resolved through a videoconfer-
ence or telephonic hearing. Clerk’s 
offices shall remain open to the 
public to accept pleadings and 
other documents in emergency 
matters only. 

All trials in both criminal and 

civil cases scheduled to com-
mence in Massachusetts state 
courts between today and April 
17 are continued to a date no 
earlier than April 21, unless the 
trial is a civil case where the par-
ties and the court agree that the 
case can be decided without the 
need for in-person appearance in 
court. Where a jury trial has com-
menced, the trial will end based 
on the manifest necessity arising 
from the pandemic and a new trial 
may commence after the public 
health emergency ends.

Courts, to the best of their abil-
ity, will attempt to address matters 
that can be resolved or advanced 
without in-person proceedings 
through communication by tele-
phone, videoconferencing, email, 
or other comparable means. 

The SJC and the Appeals Court 
in the coming days will offer guid-
ance with regard to oral argu-
ments scheduled in April in these 
appellate courts.

SJC issues order restricting court 
appearances to emergency matters 

In light of the current public 
health crisis related to COVID-
19, recent guidance issued by 
Massachusetts Gov. Charlie 
Baker’s office regarding public 
gatherings and recommendations 
by the CDC, Mayflower Sails 
2020 is being postponed. The 
original event had been scheduled 
to take place May 14 through 
May 19 in the Charlestown Navy 
Yard. 

Like many large public events 
during this challenging time, the 
organizers of Mayflower Sails 
2020 are in uncharted territory, 
and will take time to determine 
the appropriate course of action 
that is in the best interest of the 
health, safety and well-being of 
the public.

“We are grateful to our part-
ners for their immediate willing-
ness to accommodate these diffi-
cult circumstances. The story of 
the Mayflower and her passengers 
is one of incredible persistence 
and determination. These attri-
butes live on in Massachusetts 

today and will serve us well as 
we face this challenge together,” 
said Stephen Brodeur, Mayflower 
Sails 2020 Chair and Founding 
Sponsor. “Safety is our top prior-
ity. Once this rapidly evolving sit-
uation stabilizes, we look forward 
to inviting the public to experience 
this iconic ship and the many sto-
ries it represents.”

For anyone who has 
reserved free tickets to the event, 
Mayflower Sails 2020 asks that 
you hold onto them. The organiza-
tion will update ticketholders and 
the public via email and its web-
site (www.MayflowerSails2020.
com) as soon as possible with new 
information.

In the coming weeks, Plimoth 
Plantation and Mayflower 
Sails 2020 will release details 
of Mayflower II’s movements. 
Currently the ship is slated to 
arrive home to Plymouth Harbor 
on May 21. Visit www.plimoth.
org for updates as they become 
available.

Mayflower Sails 2020 in 
Navy Yard to be postponed

Staff Report

While public meetings 
for the Boston Planning and 
Development Agency’s (BPDA) 
planning initiatives, including 
PLAN: Charlestown, are current-
ly on hold per guidance issued by 
Mayor Martin Walsh, planning 
staff are continuing to prepare 
and review planning materials, the 
BPDA said this week. 

During this time, the BPDA said 
it recommends that stakeholders 
engage in the PLAN: Charlestown 
process through the website, 
where all planning study materi-
als are posted. They also encour-
age the public to keep in touch 

with Planning staff by submitting 
comments directly to the PLAN: 
Charlestown team: http://www.
bostonplans.org/plancharlestown. 

Based on feedback received at 
the kick-off open house, the team 
has been working on materials for 
a workshop focused on the histo-
ry of Charlestown’s built environ-
ment, to be scheduled once public 
meetings resume. This will include 
a review of the neighborhood’s 
historic assets, how the present 
condition relates to past plan-
ning and zoning initiatives, and a 
review of how Charlestown has 
been shaped by larger economic 
and social trends.

The workshop will begin by 

reviewing comments submitted 
at the last meeting and through 
the website. BPDA Planning staff 
will address Charlestown’s histor-
ic assists, development over time, 
and the history of the more recent 
planning efforts. 

Chris Breen, BPDA Urban 
Renewal Manager, will build on 
remarks from his Urban Renewal 
Public Meeting in February about 
the history of urban renewal as a 
planning tool, and how its use has 
evolved over time. 

The PLAN: Charlestown team 
is in the process of developing 
an exercise to be implemented 
during the aforesaid workshop 
to document the mental map of 
Charlestown, as it is understood 
by those who live, work, and go 
to school in the neighborhood. 
Participants will review and dis-
cuss which areas of the neigh-
borhood are most rich in historic 
assets. The meeting will include 
time for questions and answers, as 
well as discussion of findings from 
the exercise.

The BPDA has also extended 
the PLAN: Charlestown Advisory 
Group Nominations to Friday, 
March 27.

THINK OF IT AS 
AN OWNER’S 
MANUAL FOR 
 YOUR MONEY.

A public service message from the U.S. General Services Administration.

The free Consumer Action Handbook. In print and online at 
ConsumerAction.gov, it’s the everyday guide to getting the most 
for your hard-earned money. For your free copy, order online at 
ConsumerAction.gov; write to Handbook, Pueblo, CO 81009; or 
call toll-free 1 (888) 8 PUEBLO. 

PLAN Charlestown on hold, online resources will continue

ADVERTISE IN COLOR!ADVERTISE IN COLOR!
More than 10 MILLION to choose from!!More than 10 MILLION to choose from!!
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All women over 40 should have 

a mammogram once a year. 

Breast cancer found early 

offers the best chance to be 

cured. Free or low cost 

mammograms are available. 
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Save Lives.
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For more information and answers to any of your cancer 
questions, contact us any time, day or night.

www.cancer.org
1.800.ACS.2345
Hope.Progress.Answers.®
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Townie SporTS

YOUTH HOCKEY – A 
GRINDING HALT

So much was on the horizon 
to end the Charlestown Youth 
Hockey Association (CYHA) sea-
son with record participation and 
record success amongst it teams.

While many of the co-ed hock-
ey teams got to advance to the 
State Tournament last week, the 
three girls teams that were headed 
to States (U10, U12 and U14) had 
their season ended abruptly. The 
State Tournament was canceled 
with no date for any make-ups, 
and the playoff format was also 
canceled for the girls.

For the Mites last weekend, 
who had a power packed playoff 
schedule, all of those games have 
also been canceled. The Valley 
Hockey League does plan to 
re-assess in the coming days, but 
Massachusetts Hockey has issued 
clear guidelines that all youth 
hockey games should be canceled 
for the time being.

Finally, the last day of try-

outs for next year’s season on 
Thursday, March 12, was can-
celed. Essentially, as parents and 
players walked out of the try-out 
session last Wednesday, unknow-
ingly the long season had ended.

CYHA typically begins its sea-
son in September and ends in early 
April.

“To be clear, with the sup-
port of our executive board, 
Massachusetts Hockey strongly 
encourages all programs to post-
pone any future events that may 
currently be scheduled,” read 
a letter last Sunday from Mass 
Hockey. “We anticipate that our 
member programs will follow this 
advice. Those choosing to still run 
scheduled events do so against the 
advice of Massachusetts Hockey. 
It is our hope that more dramatic 
steps do not need to be taken and 
that common sense prevails.”

NORTHEASTERN 
WOMEN’S HOCKEY 

The Northeastern University 

Women’s Ice Hockey team, with 
Charlestown’s Micaela Sindoris, 
charged through the Hockey 
East tournament in late February 
and early March. The team beat 
Vermont twice (5-1, 3-1), then 
beat Maine 3-1 to head to the 
Championship. There, they defeat-
ed the UConn Huskies decidedly, 
9-1, in North Andover to win the 
Hockey East.

The team was on a high as 
they headed into the NCAA 
Tournament.

Sadly, their opening game in 
Matthews Arena on March 14 
was canceled due to the response 
to the COVID-19 outbreak. Later, 
the entire tournament and all col-
lege sports were canceled for the 
year – including spring sports as 
well.

It was, for the Huskies, another 
case of what might have been – 
which has been all too common a 
heartbreaking tale in the response 
to the virus.

CHARLESTOWN 
LITTLE LEAGUE START 
POSTPONED TO MAY

Little League International has 
extended the delay of the start of 
our season until May 11. MLB 
also cancelled all local Pitch/Hit/
Run competitions and Home Run 
Derbies. The League will update 
families again around May 1 with 
team assignments and an updated 
schedule. Please everyone stay safe 
and healthy.

Practices were originally expect-
ed to begin in early April.

CHARLESTOWN 
SOFTBALL LEAGUE

The Charlestown Softball 
League is still scheduled to start 
their spring season in the last week 
of April. League Coordinator 
Jack Schievink said things could 
change, but as of now the season 
schedule remains the same.

ALL PUBLIC 
FACILITIES AT 
NATIONAL PARKS IN 
BOSTON TO CLOSE 
UNTIL APRIL 6

Following guidance from the 
CDC and recommendations from 
state and local public health offi-
cials, all public federal facilities at 
the National Parks of Boston are 
temporarily closed. The open-air 
parks and exterior of historic sites 
remain open, as with many other 
organizations.  

 This temporary closure of all 
public facilities consists of a can-
cellation of programs and events 
within those facilities, including 
the Saturday in the Park program 
at Charlestown Navy Yard Visitor 
Center.  

 Updates will be posted 
on www.nps.gov/BOST, www.
nps.gov/BOAF,  www.nps.gov/
BOHA and on park social media 
platforms. 

 The temporary closure of 
visitor facilities is effective on 
Monday, March 16 and will 
extend to Monday, April 6, 2020. 

 For any additional questions, 
please contact angela_allison@
nps.gov or 617.947.0356.

THE CHARLESTOWN 

BOYS & GIRLS CLUB 
CLOSED

The Charlestown Boys & Girls 
Club will be closed until March 
27; there will be additional infor-
mation available in the following 
days and weeks. 

OLD CHARLESTOWN 
SCHOOLBOYS 
SCHOLARSHIP 
APPLICATIONS 
AVAILABLE

The Old Charlestown 
Schoolboys Association is offer-
ing a number of scholarships to 
high school senior boys who will 
be entering college, preparatory 
school, or technical school this 
year.  

 Scholarships will also be 
awarded to college students who 
will be entering their sophomore, 
junior or senior year. Awards are 
open to any Charlestown school-
boy who is a senior in high school 
who has been a Charlestown resi-
dent for 4 or more years and will 
be entering college, preparatory 
school or technical school this year 
Applications may be obtained at 
the Charlestown Public Library 
and the Charlestown Boys and 
Girls Club, St. Mary-St Catherine 

of Siena offices, St Francis de Sales 
office, St John’s and First Church 
of Charlestown office. All applica-
tions are due April 10.

APPLICATIONS 
AVAILABLE FOR CMA 
SCHOLARSHIPS

The Charlestown Mothers 
Association is pleased to offer up 
to $15,000 in college scholarships, 
to men and women who have been 
residents of Charlestown for at 
least five years, and will be attend-
ing college full-time this fall.  The 
amount of each scholarship award-
ed will be determined by the CMA 
Scholarship Committee.  Last year, 
the CMA awarded 10 scholar-
ships.  Copies of the application 
are available at the “Scholarship” 
tab on the CMA website, www.
charlestownmothersassociation.
org, and also at the Charlestown 
Branch Library at the circulation 
desk.  The completed application 
is due by April 24.

MICHAEL P. QUINN 
SCHOLARSHIP 
APPLICATIONS 
AVAILABLE, ANNUAL 
DINNER DANCE 
CANCELLED

The 2020 Michael 
P. Quinn Scholarship will be 
awarded to a student who is a 
resident of Charlestown for the 
past four years (minimum) and 
will graduate with the Class of 
2020. This scholarship is for 
twelve thousand ($12,000.00) 
for the recipient’s first year of 
college only. Applications can 
be picked up at Guidance Dept. 
at Charlestown High, Boston 
Latin, Boston Latin Academy and 
Boy’s & Girls Club, Charlestown 
Library and Malden Catholic 
High School. Application deadline 
is April 15,2020. If there area 
any questions, please call Ronan J 
FitzPatrick at 617-242-5493. 

The Annual Quinn Scholar 
Dinner Dance has been cancelled 
for 2020.

CHARLESTOWN GIRLS 
SOFTBALL CANCELLED

All Charlestown Girls Softball 
clinics are canceled until further 
notice. Registrations are still open 
online on their website charles-
towngirlssoftball.com. 

Instructional cost $50 and 10u 
and 12u = $100. if anybody has 
questions or concerns, contact 
Jack Schievink at 617-201-4507 
or Billy Nugent at 617-447-3106 
or via email at charlestowngirls-

softball@gmail.com .

HARVEST ON VINE 
FOOD PANTRY APPEAL

Since the start of the school 
year, the Food Pantry has had a 
great need for cereal to include 
in its distribution.  At this time 
donations of all non-perishable 
foods are also greatly appreciated. 
Donations drops are: Food Pantry, 
49 Vine St. (Hayes Square), The 
Cooperative Bank - 201 Main St. 
or the Parish Center - 46 Winthrop 
St. (by the Training Field).  Or 
donate by sending checks to: 
Harvest on Vine, Parish Center, 46 
Winthrop St., Charlestown, MA 
02129. For more information, call 
Tom MacDonald 617-990-7314.

VIRTUAL TOURS OF 
USS CONSTITUTION

USS Constitution has begun  
offering virtual tours of the 
ship via Facebook LIVE. As of 
Saturday, March 14, the ship is 
closed to the public until further 
notice to reduce exposure to the 
coronavirus.

Take a virtual tour here:
https : / /dr ive .google .com/

f i l e /d /1AFU7ETWRdPDxi i -
p r 5 z y N M M S 2 e AT 2 2 X E c /
view?usp=sharing.
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School leadership announcing that 
there was a potential exposure to 
the virus through a “non-student 
community member” and that the 
school was going to be closed for 
one week.

Some were at the hockey rink, 
others were around the kitchen 
table, some heard through word 
of mouth.

All were in disbelief.
To that point, Mayor Martin 

Walsh had indicated that Boston 
Public Schools (BPS) wouldn’t 
close, and he had said so much 
that very night, March 11, on 
national television. But then, the 
e-mail came and it was shocking 
and unbelievable to most – even 
though now, one week later, the 
thought of a one-week closure of 
the schools seems rather tame.

In fact, the Eliot had only a 
few days ahead of the rest of BPS 
in bringing kids into the home to 
take on home-schooling as parents 
tried to help them cope with a new 
daily reality and schedule – all 
while trying to figure out how to 
work at home themselves.

It has been, for some, full of 
challenges and some fun distrac-
tions along the way.

State Rep. Dan Ryan and his 
wife, Kara, have been navigating 
the new reality with their two 
daughters as best they can. Saying 
they have had to work, but have 
some flexibility in their work 
schedules, they have started to get 
their kids on a schedule.

“I think it feels like it was 
a month ago when we started 
all this, but it was only a week 
ago,” he said. “We played a lot 
of Rummy and we have a chess 
board open right now. We’ve been 
going out to the park, keeping a 
distance. We’re really trying to 
keep a schedule and some regu-
larity. We are doing a lot of online 
lessons on the computer. We have 
talked to them about the news. We 
talk about what it is. I’ve never 
watched so many press confer-
ences with them. It’s a good lesson 
in government, science and even 
sign language.”

Both emphasized that their 
principal, the Eliot’s Traci Griffith, 
has been excellent in communicat-
ing and helping them get started 
on this journey.

One of the keys, he and his wife 
said, was keeping off the phone. 

They initially started with a 
schedule posted online by Revere 
School Committeewoman Stacey 
Rizzo – a rough draft of a typical 
day that their kids tweaked.

“I’m just trying to keep them 
on task,” said Kara. “Having a 
suggested schedule is helpful when 
you’re not a teacher, which we’re 

not. Kids are used to structure 
in the day – going from math to 
science to art. You wake up and 
have breakfast at the normal time. 
Then there’s exercise time, like PE. 
If it’s raining they can do yoga 
inside.”

Both said they have used 
resources from the Eliot and else-
where to have blocks of math, of 
science, and creative time. There 
is also a block for chores, and one 
day this week they made brownies 
with them in between working-
from-home tasks.

“The uncertainty we’re facing 
and the anxiety right now, at least 
there’s a plan with your kids and 
the structure of a plan keeps them 
off the screens,” said Kara.

Eliot parent Joe DeRoeve said 
he and his wife, Jess, have also 
been trying to keep on a schedule 
with their two girls – but have 
found it hard as BPS has been 
slow to initiate online learning in 
full force. Both are workers that 
cannot take off long periods of 
time, and also cannot work from 
home if they have to work. 

It has been an adventurous 
week so far, but with some fun 
mixed in as well, Joe said..

“For me, I’m a student myself 
getting my master’s degree and I 
have a job too,” he said. “Now I 
have to deal with my schoolwork 
and also try to help them with 
their schoolwork at the same time. 
I have to become a teacher too. 
How many hats can you wear at 
one time? The first couple of days 
were like a bit of a vacation, but 
they need to start working again. 

They need to keep up with their 
education and not fall behind. It is 
not a vacation.”

One frustrating thing for them, 
he said, is it seems like different 
schools are doing different things. 
Some kids that are now also out 
have teachers doing classroom 
Facetime lessons. His school isn’t 
yet there, but overall there is a 
concern for how his kids will keep 
this up through April.

“Clearly, the education is going 
to dip without teacher interac-
tion,” he said.

On most days, DeRoeve said, 
the kids have been following 
a schedule of academics – and 
he asks for three or four strong 
hours. They supplement that by 
doing other fun learning things 
online and outside.

This week, they tried archery 
in the backyard – something they 
never thought they would do. 
They’ve ridden their bikes regu-
larly, and watched the Dropkick 
Murphy’s livestream concert on 
Tuesday, St. Patrick’s Day. 

“We’ve been looking at the 
Atlantic White Shark Conservancy 
online and learning about sharks,” 
he said. “I’ve been trying to use 
the Internet to introduce alterna-
tive content – something that is 
more for enrichment and learning 
things about everyday life they 
might not have in school.”

For the Ryans, they are 
approaching the weekends with 
learning in mind too, but they are 
all learning.

“We all decided that each of us 
would learn something new on the 
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STAY IN AND SHOP LOCAL
HELP LOCAL BUSINESSES WHILE STAYING IN

Deliveries ★ Takeouts ★ Home Services
During this crisis, here are some Charlestown resources.
Consider taking out an ad to and to promote your business at this time, there are many 

people in Charlestown who do not go online and use the newspaper for most of their 
neighborhood information.

WE’RE OFFERING THIS SPECIAL PAGE AS A RESOURCE FOR ALL SERVICES 
IN TOWN THAT PEOPLE MIGHT NEED WHILE STAYING IN.

FULL-PRINT EDITION WILL BE AVAILABLE ONLINE THURSDAY

THE SPECIAL IS A BUSINESS CARD AD FOR 2 WEEKS FOR $80
Please reach out with any questions,deadline for Thursday Mar 19 is Tuesday the 17 at noon

Call 781-485-0588 or reply to this email

Open for takeout. 
We also deliver.*

 100 City Square
  617.242.5980
*delivery charlestown only

Order online 
8 am – 2 pm
sorellecafe.com

weekends,” Dan said. “My kids 
are going to teach me how to play 
piano. We’re each going to learn 
something we haven’t had time to 
do and that we want to do.”

On the more serious side, 
DeRoeve said depending on how 
long the situation lasts, he is wor-
ried about the imprint that ‘social 
distancing’ will have on his and 
other children.

“I think about what these 
viruses and social distancing and 

the imprint it will have on this 
generation of kids as they come 
up the ranks,” he said. “If social 
distancing becomes the norm, 
whereas social media has already 
been pushing them in that direc-
tion anyway, I wonder what kind 
of engagement we can expect to 
see in the future between people. 
I would prefer a world that comes 
closer together, but will that be the 
world they want after this?”
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Jillian Reig and Steve Losordo
rlgroup@compass.com 
617.960.6080

“I almost wish I didn’t hire Jillian and

Steve to sell my place in Charlestown.

They did such an amazing job and

now I am living in the burbs. I’d never

recommend leaving Charlestown, but

if you must, I’d definitely recommend

having these two sell your place.”

— Adam Hawk, Co-Owner
     Monument Restaurant & Tavern

C O M PA S S . C O M

Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended 
for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in 
price, condition, sale, or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to the accuracy of any description. All measurements 
and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, 
accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.

By Seth Daniel

Charlestown’s Emily Runey 
has been training very hard since 
December to run the Boston 
Marathon in April for the Dana 
Farber Cancer Institute – the 
medical center where her retired 
firefighter father gets his cancer 
treatment.

It has been a cause very near 
and dear to her heart, naturally, 
but now it has all changed with the 
postponement of the Marathon to 
Sept. 14 – but Runey said it isn’t 
dampening her enthusiasm.

“We’re raising money to help 
people, but we’re also postponing 
the race to help those same peo-
ple who are vulnerable right now 
medically,” she said. “Boston is so 
resilient. We’ll come back. Time 
after time we continue to come 
back and things are better than 
ever. If anything, this Sept. 14 date 
is something to look forward to. I 
was happy there was a postpone-
ment. I knew there was a likeli-
hood of that happening because 
in 124 years there’s never been a 
cancellation.”

Out of a response to the 
COVID-19 outbreak last Friday 
morning, Gov. Charlie Baker, 
Mayor Martin Walsh and Boston 

Athletic Association CEO Tom 
Grilk announced the postpone-
ment of the race from April 20 
to Sept. 14 – which Gov. Baker 
has made a new Marathon Day 
holiday. That was a relief to many 
runners, charities and businesses 
as a cancellation would mean the 
loss of millions in commerce and, 
especially, in donations to places 
like Dana Farber.

“The Dana-Farber Marathon 
Challenge (DFMC) runners have 
trained hard and raised millions 
of dollars to fund vital innovative 
basic cancer research projects at 
the Institute, and we are grateful 
for their terrific fundraising results 
to date and ongoing efforts,” said 
Melany Duval, senior vice presi-
dent and chief philanthropy offi-
cer, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute. 
“Our team’s commitment to con-
quer cancer remains the same 
despite the postponement. Every 
DFMC runner has been impacted 
by this disease, and we all know 
that cancer doesn’t quit. DFMC 
remains mission-first; whatever 
the time of year, our runners never 
stop striving for that ultimate fin-
ish line: a world without cancer.”

Runey said her training has 
taken a step back to accommodate 
the later date.

“Right now, I am definitely 
dialing it back,” she said. “I was 
supposed to do a 16-mile last 
weekend and that didn’t happen. 
I’m going more conditioning and 
cross-fit now. It is 26 weeks until 
Marathon Monday.”

One of the worries, however, is 
training through the hot months 
– which is exactly the opposite 
of what most trainings for the 
Boston Marathon are like. Also 
one thing that is a worry is run-
ning in mid-September when it 
could be 50 degrees or 80 degrees.

“It will be intense for all of us 
training in the summer months 
because we usually throw on as 
many layers as possible in the 
cold,” she said. “Maybe it will 
be more early morning runs or 
night running…It will be difficult. 
I think the number one concern, 
though, with the September date 
is the temperature on race day.”

Overall, though, she said she 
and other runners going for char-
ity are seeing it as an expanded 
time to raise more money and 
more awareness.

“We have raised more than 
$30,000 over all three races I’ve 
run,” she said. “Now there is 
an extra 180 days. It simply 
gives more time to fundraise and 

Marathon runners approach postponement with ‘Boston Strong’ attitude

Charlestown runner Emily Runey was glad to see the big race post-
poned rather than canceled. She is running for Dana Farber Cancer 
Institute where her father receives treatments. She (center) is pictured 
here with her family.

get people involved…I think a 
lot of the runners are thinking 
that way…If you want renewed 
faith in humanity, run the Boston 

Marathon.”
Fundraising by DFMC team 

members continues at RunDFMC.
org.
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By John Lynds

Charlestown’s Catholic 
Churches have long been the cen-
ter of faith, social gathering and 
interaction as parishioners join in 
prayer, especially during Lent. 

Each Sunday at churches like St. 
Mary’s Church and Saint Francis 
de Sales Parish, hundreds come to 
gather, say Mass and then catch up 
with fellow parishioners, friends 
and family. 

However, the COVID-19 pan-
demic kept Charlestown churches 
eerily quiet this past Sunday as 
the Boston Archdiocese decided to 
suspend daily and Sunday Masses 
to control the spread of the virus. 

At a time when many are pray-
ing for a quick end to the virus 
outbreak and a speedy recovery 
for those affected by the illness, 
Masses will be suspended until 
further notice. 

Following the decision to tem-
porarily suspend daily and Sunday 
Masses, Cardinal Sean O’Malley 
has asked that all parishes be open 
daily during reasonable hours in 
order that Catholics and other 
members of the community can 
have the opportunity to visit the 
church for times of prayer in small 
groups. The Cardinal has also 
asked that whenever possible, 
there be exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament in the churches. 

On Tuesday, Cardinal O’Malley 
held a special St. Patrick’s Day 
Mass on Boston’s Catholic TV so 
those who can no longer attend 
Mass could still pray together. 
St. Patrick’s Day has been a his-
torically important day here for 
thousands of Irish Catholics living 

in Charlestown. 
“As a people, a community and 

as a nation, we are being forced 
into a stance of social distancing 
to ward off a potential health 
disaster,” said Cardinal O’Malley 
during the live broadcast. “Even 
as we embrace a methodology of 
physical isolation, we must reject 
any stance of alienation and indi-
vidualism. Our motivation cannot 
be fear and self-preservation, but a 
sense of solidarity and connected-
ness.  What is being asked of us is 
for the common good, to protect 
the most defenseless among us.”

Cardinal O’Malley said in 
some ways the present, surrealistic 
atmosphere is similar to what we 
experienced after the attacks of 
Sept. 11, 2001. 

“We were shaken from our 
complacency and confronted with 
the reality that changed our lives 
overnight,” Cardinal O’Malley 
continued. “Likewise, today we 
see the real risk to countless num-
bers of elderly and infirm persons, 
to healthcare workers, indeed to 
our hospital system, and even the 
economic well-being of millions 
of people whose lives have been 
upended by the necessary closings 
and precautions.”

Cardinal O’Malley said just 
as after 9/11, we need to come 
together as a people with a pro-
found sense of solidarity and com-
munity, realizing that so many 
people are suffering and fearful. 

“We need to take care of each 
other, especially by reaching out 
to the elderly and the most vulner-
able,” he said. “Although we can-
not celebrate public masses at this 
time because we wish to follow 

the directives of the government, 
I want to assure all of you that 
we, your priests, are offering mass 
each day for all of you. You are all 
spiritually united in these masses 
where we pray for the living and 
the dead. Our priests in the parish-
es are there and can be contacted. 
We are trying to use social media 
and internet streaming as a means 
of sharing communications.”

Cardinal O’Malley said he was 
grateful to all priests and parish 
staff and the 3000 Catholic school 
teachers and administrators who 
are all working diligently to be 
able to serve people in these chal-
lenging circumstances. 

“Let me share with you an 
account I read many years ago that 
made quite an impression on me,” 
said Cardinal O’Malley. “A group 
of rowdy university students on 
the train in France spotted an old 
man sitting alone praying his rosa-
ry. The students who prided them-
selves on their sophistication and 
scientific outlook began to mock 
the old man who seemed unper-
turbed by their hazing. Suddenly 
a passenger jumped to his feet and 
rebuked the students:  ‘Stop both-
ering Dr. Pasteur.’ The students 
were shocked and embarrassed. 
That old man praying the rosa-
ry was Louis Pasteur, a national 
hero, a rock star, whose research 
and inventions have saved mil-
lions of lives. Pastuer discovered 
the principles of vaccination and 
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Archdiocese suspends Daily and Sunday Masses

pasteurization. Arguably, he did 
more than any other person in the 
history of medicine by his remark-
able breakthroughs in understand-
ing the causes and prevention of 
diseases.”

Cardinal O’Malley ended by 
saying, “May this strange Lent 
that we are living, help us to 
overcome the physical distance 
by growing closer to God and by 
strengthening our sense of soli-
darity and community with each 
other.”

Last Friday, the CatholicTV 
Network launched a new, simpli-
fied website where viewers can 
easily watch daily Masses from 
the CatholicTV chapel. At www.
WatchtheMass.com, viewers can 
watch the Mass in English every 

day from Sunday to Friday and 
the Mass in Spanish every Sunday. 

Bishop Robert Reed, Auxiliary 
Bishop of Boston and President 
of CatholicTV, said, “The launch 
of this new website comes in 
response to the quarantines, travel 
restrictions, and church closures 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The CatholicTV Network seeks to 
serve Catholics who cannot get to 
Mass during this time of crisis and 
asks dioceses to share this resource 
with all their parishes.”

The CatholicTV Mass is 
also always available on cable, 
CatholicTV.com, Roku, Apple 
TV, Amazon Fire, Samsung Smart 
TV, and on iOS and Android 
mobile apps. Masses will also be 
available on demand. 

An empty St. Mary’s Church in Charlestown.
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SBA Administrator Jovita 
Carranza issued the following 
statement last Friday in response 
to the President’s address to the 
nation: “The President took bold, 
decisive action to make our 30 
million small businesses more 
resilient to Coronavirus-related 
economic disruptions. Small busi-
nesses are vital economic engines 
in every community and state, and 
they have helped make our econ-
omy the strongest in the world. 
Our Agency will work directly 
with state Governors to provide 
targeted, low-interest disaster 
recovery loans to small businesses 
that have been severely impact-
ed by the situation. Additionally, 
the SBA continues to assist small 
businesses with counseling and 
navigating their own prepared-

ness plans through our network of 
68 District Offices and numerous 
Resource Partners located around 
the country. The SBA will contin-
ue to provide every small business 
with the most effective and cus-
tomer-focused response possible 
during these times of uncertainty.”

Process for Accessing SBA’s 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Disaster 
Relief Lending

•The U.S. Small Business 
Administration is offering desig-
nated states and territories low-in-
terest federal disaster loans for 
working capital to small busi-
nesses suffering substantial eco-
nomic injury as a result of the 
Coronavirus (COVID-19). Upon 
a request received from a state’s 
or territory’s Governor, SBA will 
issue under its own authority, 

as provided by the Coronavirus 
Preparedness and Response 
Supplemental Appropriations Act 
that was recently signed by the 
President, an Economic Injury 
Disaster Loan declaration.

•Any such Economic Injury 
Disaster Loan assistance declara-
tion issued by the SBA makes 
loans available to small business-
es and private, non-profit orga-
nizations in designated areas of a 
state or territory to help alleviate 
economic injury caused by the 
Coronavirus (COVID-19).

•SBA’s Office of Disaster 
Assistance will coordinate with the 
state’s or territory’s Governor to 
submit the request for Economic 
Injury Disaster Loan assistance.

•Once a declaration is made for 
designated areas within a state, 

the information on the applica-
tion process for Economic Injury 
Disaster Loan assistance will be 
made available to all affected com-
munities.

•SBA’s Economic Injury 
Disaster Loans offer up to $2 mil-
lion in assistance and can provide 
vital economic support to small 
businesses to help overcome the 
temporary loss of revenue they are 
experiencing.

•These loans may be used to 
pay fixed debts, payroll, accounts 
payable and other bills that can’t 
be paid because of the disaster’s 
impact. The interest rate is 3.75 
percent for small businesses with-
out credit available elsewhere; 
businesses with credit available 
elsewhere are not eligible. The 
interest rate for non-profits is 2.75 

percent.
•SBA offers loans with long-

term repayments in order to 
keep payments affordable, up to 
a maximum of 30 years. Terms 
are determined on a case-by-case 
basis, based upon each borrower’s 
ability to repay.

•SBA’s Economic Injury 
Disaster Loans are just one piece 
of the expanded focus of the fed-
eral government’s coordinated 
response, and the SBA is strongly 
committed to providing the most 
effective and customer-focused 
response possible.

For additional information, 
contact the SBA disaster assis-
tance customer service center. Call 
1-800-659-2955 (TTY: 1-800-
877-8339) or e-mail disastercus-
tomerservice@sba.gov.

SBA to provide small businesses impacted by Coronavirus up to $2 Million in assistance loans

By John Lynds
In an effort to stem the spread of 

COVID-19, the MBTA announced 
last week it would be reducing fre-
quency in service to help facilitate 
social distancing. 

However, following Tuesday’s 
implementation of service reduc-
tions that led to crowded trains on 
some lines, the MBTA  announced 
Wednesday additional revisions to 
service to reflect demand at spe-
cific times of day. This change 
applies to select rapid transit lines 
and bus routes. 

In Charlestown, the Orange 
Line will continue to arrive 
approximately every nine to 11 
minutes.

“As we continue monitoring the 
situation, we are making adjust-
ments to ensure we can provide 
service for essential trips in the saf-
est manner possible,” said MBTA 
General Manager Steve Poftak. 
“We recognize that some employ-
ees in key industries, including 
those in the medical community, 
rely on the MBTA to get to their 
places of work, and we’re commit-
ted to providing service to those 
folks who rely on the T. That 
said, service continues to oper-
ate at reduced levels in an effort 
to maintain a responsible balance 
between protecting our workforce 
and operating safe service.”

The MBTA will continue to 
track customer volumes and make 
service adjustments accordingly 
while continuing to meet the needs 
of customer demand and support-
ing social distancing.

According to Poftak, the Blue 
Line service will be increased in 
the mornings to reflect ridership 
demand. Outside of the morning 
rush, Blue Line trains throughout 
the day will continue to arrive 

approximately every nine to 13 
minutes.

On the Red Line between 
Alewife and JFK/UMass stations, 
trains continue to be expected to 
arrive approximately every seven 
minutes. Red Line trains on the 
Ashmont and Braintree branches 
will run approximately every 14 
minutes.

In response to reports of heavy 
passenger volumes on the Green 
Line E branch, and to further sup-
port workforce access to area hos-
pitals in the Longwood Medical 
Area, service will be added to the 
E branch specifically with more 
frequency seen between Prudential 
and Heath Street stations. Green 
Line B, C and D branch trolleys 
will continue to run every seven to 
13 minutes.

The MBTA urges members 
of the public to travel only if 
absolutely necessary in keeping 
with Gov. Charlie Baker’s decla-
ration of a State of Emergency 
and efforts to slow the spread of 
COVID-19 by engaging in social 
distancing. 

These changes are being made 
based on guidance from public 
health professionals with the prin-
cipal goal of protecting the health 
and safety of MBTA employees 
and customers. The MBTA will 
continue to monitor and assess 
ridership needs as this situation 
evolves, with a particular focus on 
workforce access for hospitals and 
food distribution locations operat-
ed by the City of Boston.

The MBTA also said it contin-
ues to ramp up its cleaning and 
sanitation work in stations and 
across vehicles. 

“We are continuing to take nec-
essary steps to protect the health 
and safety of riders and MBTA 

employees with increased clean-
ing and sanitation at stations and 
on vehicles,” said Poftak. “This 
includes cleaning and disinfect-
ing vehicles. All MBTA fleet vehi-
cles (buses, trolleys, subway cars, 
Commuter Rail coaches, ferries, 
and RIDE vehicles) are being dis-
infected on a daily basis.”

The MBTA is also cleaning and 
disinfecting MBTA property. 

“All business locations, includ-
ing the RIDE Eligibility Center and 
CharlieCard store, are being disin-
fected every 24 hours,” he said. 
“All high-contact areas at subway 
stations (handrails, fare gates and 
fare-vending machines) are being 
cleaned every four hours.”

The MBTA is also adding more 
sanitation equipment like hand 
sanitizing dispensers, disinfectant 
wipes, and cleaning sprays. These 
will be deployed at MBTA facil-
ities and stations throughout the 
system.

The MBTA is also encouraging 
all riders to:

 • Wash hands often with 
soap and warm water for at least 
20 seconds.

 • Cover coughs and sneez-
es with elbows.

 • Stay home if sick.
 • Avoid touching eyes, 

nose and mouth.
 • Clean areas that are fre-

quently touched with sanitizing 
spray or wipes. 

Other MBTA updates 
Bus: 
MBTA buses will continue 

to operate on a Saturday sched-
ule, though frequency (especial-
ly during the early morning and 
morning peak hours) will be 
added beginning tomorrow based 
on reports today of heavy rider-
ship during certain times on cer-

tain routes.
Route 710 will operate reg-

ular weekday service beginning 
tomorrow. Routes 7, 501 and 504 
will continue to operate modified 
weekday service.

Select express bus routes 325, 
326, 351, 352 and 354 will con-
tinue to operate according to reg-
ular weekday schedules.

Ferry: 
Ferry service continues to be 

cancelled until further notice. 
Ferry customers who board at the 
Hingham and Hull terminals are 
encouraged to use West Hingham 
or Nantasket Junction stations on 
the Greenbush Commuter Rail 
Line as an alternative.  

 
Commuter Rail: 
All Commuter Rail lines will 

operate on reduced schedules, 
which can be found at mbta.
com. On all lines, Commuter Rail 
schedules are being modified to 
support targeted periods of peak 
travel while providing options for 

off-peak travel throughout the 
day. 

Mattapan Line: 
The Mattapan Line will contin-

ue to run trolley service approxi-
mately every 12 to 26 minutes.

The RIDE: 
The MBTA will continue to 

operate full service on the RIDE. 
The MBTA encourages RIDE cus-
tomers to plan their trips accord-
ingly and follow the guidance of 
public health officials while in 
close contact with older adults 
or people with underlying health 
issues. 

CharlieCard Store: 
 The MBTA’s CharlieCard Store 

is located at 7 Chauncy St. within 
the Downtown Crossing T station. 
Normal hours of operation are 
8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. In the event that 
hours of operation change, cus-
tomers should check MBTA.com 
for updated service hours.

MBTA tweaks reduced service schedule

A MBTA Orange Line train in Charlestown. The MBTA will be reduc-
ing frequency in service on some lines while meeting high demand on 
others. 
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For  RecordFor  Record
•Warren-Prescott School 

Dates:
School has been canceled 

until further notice.

•Harvard-Kent School Dates:
School has been canceled 

until further notice.

•The Charlestown 
Neighborhood Council meeting, 
scheduled for Tuesday April 7, 
has been cancelled in alignment 
with the Mayor’s guidelines for 
meetings in the City of Boston 
at this time.

•Abutters Meeting for 1-2 
Thompson Square 

The meeting to discuss a pro-
posal to change occupancy and 
add a residential addition to 
an existing building was can-
celed. The proposed addition 
will be approximately 23,630 
sq. ft. and will be comprised of 
nine residential units. The first 
floor of the proposed building 

includes a 3 level, 3 space, 9 car 
garage with elevator.

Look for more information in 
the coming weeks.

•From the March 19 Zoning 
Advisory Board meeting, 1010 
Mass. Ave. 5th floor, 9:30 a.m.:

*56 Green St. 
Applicant: Isamu Kanda

Add rear dormer, rebuild 
existing 2nd floor deck, interior 
renovation, add full sprinkler 
system.

*16 Hill St. Applicant: Isamu 
Kanda

Touching exterior roofline to 
enlarge front + rear dormers. 
Interior remodel of 1st floor 
kitchen/living & 3rd fl master 
bedroom suite. Structural head-
er above 1st floor to widen 
existing openings. Structural 
header at 3rd floor to remove 
existing chimney below 3rd fl.

•City of Boston - Youth Job 
and Resource Fair

This meeting has been can-
celed. It was to be held on 
March 28.

•HOW TO REPORT A 
PROBLEM PROPERTY

Since taking office in 2014, 
Mayor Walsh has made fixing 
quality of life issues a priority in 
his administration. From invest-
ing in Public Works to making 
sure community policing is a 
staple in every neighborhood, 
we are making sure every neigh-
borhood is clean, safe and a 
great place to live and work in. 
Unfortunately some properties 
in Boston need more help than 
others, and that’s why we are 
here. If you know of a property 
that fits one of the following cri-
teria: multiple calls to 911, one 
that’s blighted or just a general 
concern, we encourage you to 
reach out to your neighborhood 
liaison.

By Seth Daniel

The Encore Boston Harbor 
resort and casino closed its doors 
for at least two weeks on Sunday 
at 6 a.m., following several days of 
intense debate on whether to stay 
open or to close – all intermingled 
with the emergence of a positive 
case from a guest who was at 
the resort on March 5 and later 
tested positive on March 12 for 
COVID-19.

That person who tested pos-
itive is believed to be, and was 
first reported to be, NBA Utah 
Jazz star Donovan Mitchell. They 
player went public on March 12 
with the fact he, along with other 
members of the team, had tested 
positive.

The resort announced the clo-
sure of Memoire Nightclub and 
its Luxury Buffet on Thursday 
evening, March 12, in addition to 
a laundry list of cleaning efforts 
and safety precautions to prevent 
closure.

However, by Saturday, March 
14, the Massachusetts Gaming 
Commission (MGC) ordered 
Encore and the state’s other two 
casinos to close operations by 6 
a.m. on March 15.

“In consultation with the MGC, 
Encore Boston Harbor announced 

that it will be closed to the pub-
lic for two weeks,” read a state-
ment on March 14 from the com-
pany. “The gaming areas will close 
beginning 5:59 a.m. on Sunday, 
March 15. All other non-gam-
ing operations will cease begin-
ning midnight on Sunday. The 
Company will pay all full-time 
employees during this period as it 
evaluates the impact of the tempo-
rary closure. A limited number of 
employees and management will 
remain at the resort to secure, 
sanitize and maintain the facility. 
The health and welfare of our 
guests and employees has been our 
primary concern throughout this 
health crisis.”

The MGC logged a unanimous 
vote in an emergency special meet-
ing on Saturday to discuss the clo-
sure of all three casino-properties.

“The Massachusetts Gaming 
Commission voted unanimously 
to temporarily suspend operation 
at the state’s three casino prop-
erties, including Encore Boston 
Harbor, MGM Springfield and 
Plainridge Park Casino,” read a 
statement from the MGC. “In 
response to the coronavirus pan-
demic, the decision was made in 
collaboration and cooperation 
with our licensees to safeguard the 
health and well-being of casino 

guests, employees, and regulators.
“We are all doing our best to 

appropriately and thoughtfully 
respond to this highly complex 
and unprecedented set of circum-
stances and uncertainties,” the 
statement continued. “United in 
a shared goal of preventing the 
spread of infection, the MGC and 
our licensees view this immediate 
mitigation measure as our social 
responsibility to prioritize the 
health and safety of one another 
above all else.”

The MGC said they will remain 
in close contact with licensees 
during the shutdown and will con-
sult with government and health 
officials to determine what is a 
safe time to resume operations. 
At the moment, the MGC has 
decided to re-assess the situation 
in two weeks.

On Monday, a special meeting 
of the MGC reported that all clos-
ing operations had gone smoothly.

All of the above, however, that 
concluded a fairly rocky few days 
at casino properties, especially 
Encore.

On Thursday evening, the state 
Department of Public Health 
(DPH) reported guest who was 
at the Encore Boston Harbor on 
March 5 was reported to have 
come down with the COVID-19 

Encore Boston Harbor shuts down for at least two-weeks
virus, though he was low-risk and 
without symptoms while there.

Encore, at the time, said it was 
being vigilant despite the “low-
risk” designation and it had noti-
fied employees at the resort who 
had direct contact with the per-
son. Those employees have been 
take precautionary measures, and 
those employees have been place 
on paid leave.

Spokesman Eric Kraus said 
they have taken a substantial 
amount of safety preparedness 
and will continue to do so. 

A number of employees contin-
ued to work regular shifts through 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday – 
and at least one restaurant worker 
said it was an intense time.

The worker, who was kept 
anonymous for this article to pro-
tect his employment, said he was 
very nervous in working a final 
shift on Saturday.

“It was a great idea for them 
to close it,” he said. “They should 
have shut down as soon as Walt 
Disney World shut down. Disney 
never shuts down, and they 
should have shut down imme-
diately. I had to work a shift 
on Saturday, and that was my 
last day. We were worried there 
would be a lot of people, but 
most people stopped coming. It 
was supposed to be busy through 
the weekend, but a lot of people 
started canceling. 

“Once the governor said there 
couldn’t be more than 250 people, 
that changed a lot,” he continued. 
“We have that many workers on 
shifts at that very time – never 
mind the customers coming in.”

The worker said he was relieved 
– as were all his co-workers – that 

they would continue to get paid 
during the shutdown.

“As long as we’re getting paid, 
it should be okay for us to get 
by,” he said. “I think it’s going 
to be longer than two weeks 
though…I’m just really glad they 
closed because I didn’t want to 
end up getting sick. We all breathe 
the same air whether we’re in a 
restaurant or on a casino floor. 
I’m glad they closed and we are 
staying home.”

Encore officials had been try-
ing to keep the resort safe and 
keep open for business as long as 
possible to protect the jobs and 
livelihoods of the employees, they 
said on Friday afternoon.

On Monday, Wynn Resorts 
announced the temporary closure 
of its properties on the Las Vegas 
Strip as well.

In a video memo to employ-
ees on Tuesday, March 17, CEO 
Matt Maddox said all full-time 
and part-time employees would 
be paid for 30 days. He encour-
aged employees not to worry 
about how to pay bills and said 
they would get their paychecks, 
and tipped workers would receive 
pay for missed tips as well.

He said there are 15,000 
employees between Las Vegas 
and Boston that will rely on these 
resources, and indicated the com-
pany has the resources to weather 
this storm – as it recently did in 
China earlier this year.

This is the second wave of casi-
no closures for the Wynn com-
pany, as they had to shutter their 
Macau properties for 15 days 
in January and February due to 
concerns over the Coronavirus in 
China.

A public service message from the U.S. General Services Administration.

You’d think at least one
of them could tell you

how to renew a passport.

Not everyone in the government knows everything about
the government. So when you need official info about
Social Security, getting a passport, renewing a driver’s
license, or if  you’re just checking your local weather, go to
FirstGov.gov. A monumental source of  useful information.
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19CORONAVIRUS
DISEASE
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What you need to know about 
coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) 

What is coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)? 
Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) is a respiratory illness 
that can spread from person to person. The virus that causes 
COVID-19 is a novel coronavirus that was first identified during 
an investigation into an outbreak in Wuhan, China.

Can people in the U.S. get COVID-19? 
Yes. COVID-19 is spreading from person to person in parts of 
the United States. Risk of infection with COVID-19 is higher 
for people who are close contacts of someone known to have 
COVID-19, for example healthcare workers, or household 
members. Other people at higher risk for infection are those 
who live in or have recently been in an area with ongoing spread 
of COVID-19. Learn more about places with ongoing spread at   
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/
transmission.html#geographic.

Have there been cases of COVID-19 in the U.S.? 
Yes. The first case of COVID-19 in the United States was 
reported on January 21, 2020. The current count of cases of 
COVID-19 in the United States is available on CDC’s webpage at 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-in-us.html.

How does COVID-19 spread? 
The virus that causes COVID-19 probably emerged from an 
animal source, but is now spreading from person to person. 
The virus is thought to spread mainly between people who 
are in close contact with one another (within about 6 feet) 
through respiratory droplets produced when an infected 
person coughs or sneezes. It also may be possible that a person 
can get COVID-19 by touching a surface or object that has 
the virus on it and then touching their own mouth, nose, or 
possibly their eyes, but this is not thought to be the main 
way the virus spreads. Learn what is known about the spread 
of newly emerged coronaviruses at https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/transmission.html. 

What are the symptoms of COVID-19?
Patients with COVID-19 have had mild to severe respiratory 
illness with symptoms of
• fever
• cough
• shortness of breath

What are severe complications from this virus? 
Some patients have pneumonia in both lungs, multi-organ 
failure and in some cases death. 

How can I help protect myself? 
People can help protect themselves from respiratory illness with 
everyday preventive actions.    
• Avoid close contact with people who are sick.
• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with 

unwashed hands. 
• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 

seconds. Use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer that contains at 
least 60% alcohol if soap and water are not available.

If you are sick, to keep from spreading respiratory illness 
to others, you should
• Stay home when you are sick. 
• Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the 

tissue in the trash. 
• Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects 

and surfaces.

What should I do if I recently traveled from an area with 
ongoing spread of COVID-19?
If you have traveled from an affected area, there may be  
restrictions on your movements for up to 2 weeks. If you 
develop symptoms during that period (fever, cough, trouble 
breathing), seek medical advice. Call the office of your health 
care provider before you go, and tell them about your travel and 
your symptoms. They will give you instructions on how to get 
care without exposing other people to your illness. While sick, 
avoid contact with people, don’t go out and delay any travel to 
reduce the possibility of spreading illness to others.

Is there a vaccine? 
There is currently no vaccine to protect against COVID-19. The 
best way to prevent infection is to take everyday preventive 
actions, like avoiding close contact with people who are sick and 
washing your hands often. 

Is there a treatment? 
There is no specific antiviral treatment for COVID-19. 
People with COVID-19 can seek medical care to help 
relieve symptoms.

For more information: www.cdc.gov/COVID19
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For more information: www.cdc.gov/COVID19

What to do if you are sick with 
coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) 

If you are sick with COVID-19 or suspect you are infected with the virus that causes COVID-19, follow 
the steps below to help prevent the disease from spreading to people in your home and community. 

Stay home except to get medical care 
You should restrict activities outside your home, except for 
getting medical care. Do not go to work, school, or public areas. 
Avoid using public transportation, ride-sharing, or taxis.

Separate yourself from other people and animals in 
your home
People: As much as possible, you should stay in a specific room 
and away from other people in your home. Also, you should use 
a separate bathroom, if available.

Animals: Do not handle pets or other animals while sick. See 
COVID-19 and Animals for more information.

Call ahead before visiting your doctor 
If you have a medical appointment, call the healthcare provider 
and tell them that you have or may have COVID-19. This will 
help the healthcare provider’s office take steps to keep other 
people from getting infected or exposed.

Wear a facemask
You should wear a facemask when you are around other people 
(e.g., sharing a room or vehicle) or pets and before you enter 
a healthcare provider’s office. If you are not able to wear a 
facemask (for example, because it causes trouble breathing), 
then people who live with you should not stay in the same room 
with you, or they should wear a facemask if they enter 
your room.

Cover your coughs and sneezes 
Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or 
sneeze. Throw used tissues in a lined trash can; immediately 
wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds 
or clean your hands with an alcohol-based hand sanitizer that 
contains at least 60% alcohol covering all surfaces of your hands 
and rubbing them together until they feel dry. Soap and water 
should be used preferentially if hands are visibly dirty.

Avoid sharing personal household items 
You should not share dishes, drinking glasses, cups, eating 
utensils, towels, or bedding with other people or pets in 
your home. After using these items, they should be washed 
thoroughly with soap and water. 

Clean your hands often
Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 
seconds. If soap and water are not available, clean your hands 
with an alcohol-based hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% 
alcohol, covering all surfaces of your hands and rubbing them 
together until they feel dry. Soap and water should be used 
preferentially if hands are visibly dirty. Avoid touching your 
eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.

Clean all “high-touch” surfaces every day
High touch surfaces include counters, tabletops, doorknobs, 
bathroom fixtures, toilets, phones, keyboards, tablets, and 
bedside tables. Also, clean any surfaces that may have blood, 
stool, or body fluids on them. Use a household cleaning spray 
or wipe, according to the label instructions. Labels contain 
instructions for safe and effective use of the cleaning product 
including precautions you should take when applying the 
product, such as wearing gloves and making sure you have good 
ventilation during use of the product.

Monitor your symptoms
Seek prompt medical attention if your illness is worsening (e.g., 
difficulty breathing). Before seeking care, call your healthcare 
provider and tell them that you have, or are being evaluated 
for, COVID-19. Put on a facemask before you enter the facility. 
These steps will help the healthcare provider’s office to keep 
other people in the office or waiting room from getting infected 
or exposed. 

Ask your healthcare provider to call the local or state health 
department. Persons who are placed under active monitoring or 
facilitated self-monitoring should follow instructions provided 
by their local health department or occupational health 
professionals, as appropriate. When working with your local 
health department check their available hours.  

If you have a medical emergency and need to call 911, notify the 
dispatch personnel that you have, or are being evaluated for 
COVID-19. If possible, put on a facemask before emergency 
medical services arrive.

Discontinuing home isolation
Patients with confirmed COVID-19 should remain under home 
isolation precautions until the risk of secondary transmission 
to others is thought to be low. � he decision to discontinue 
home isolation precautions should be made on a case-by-case 
basis, in consultation with healthcare providers and state and 
local health departments.
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together until they feel dry. Soap and water should be used 
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bathroom fixtures, toilets, phones, keyboards, tablets, and 
bedside tables. Also, clean any surfaces that may have blood, 
stool, or body fluids on them. Use a household cleaning spray 
or wipe, according to the label instructions. Labels contain 
instructions for safe and effective use of the cleaning product 
including precautions you should take when applying the 
product, such as wearing gloves and making sure you have good 
ventilation during use of the product.

Monitor your symptoms
Seek prompt medical attention if your illness is worsening (e.g., 
difficulty breathing). Before seeking care, call your healthcare 
provider and tell them that you have, or are being evaluated 
for, COVID-19. Put on a facemask before you enter the facility. 
These steps will help the healthcare provider’s office to keep 
other people in the office or waiting room from getting infected 
or exposed. 

Ask your healthcare provider to call the local or state health 
department. Persons who are placed under active monitoring or 
facilitated self-monitoring should follow instructions provided 
by their local health department or occupational health 
professionals, as appropriate. When working with your local 
health department check their available hours.  

If you have a medical emergency and need to call 911, notify the 
dispatch personnel that you have, or are being evaluated for 
COVID-19. If possible, put on a facemask before emergency 
medical services arrive.

Discontinuing home isolation
Patients with confirmed COVID-19 should remain under home 
isolation precautions until the risk of secondary transmission 
to others is thought to be low. � he decision to discontinue 
home isolation precautions should be made on a case-by-case 
basis, in consultation with healthcare providers and state and 
local health departments.COVID-19 cases in Massachusetts 

as of March 17
Confirmed cases of COVID-19 218

Total Number of Cases by County
Barnstable  2
Berkshire  14

Bristol 5
Essex  8

Hampden  1
Middlesex  89
Norfolk  43
Plymouth  5
Suffolk  42
Worcester  8
Unknown 1
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PLEASE
RECYCLE

Geek For Hire

617-241-9664
617-515-2933

C  o  m  p  u  t  e  r    c  o  n  s  u  l  t  a  n  t    a  v  a  i  l  a  b  l  e    f  o  r    home or business. 

•  PC support & networking of all types with  
focus on secure Internet access (wired & wireless), 

•  broadband router & firewall technology, 
• virus detection/prevention,  
• spam control & data security/recovery.

ServiceS include:TO PLACE YOUR 
AD CALL 

781-485-0588

JOHN J. RECCA 
PAINTING

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com
781-241-2454

Licensed & insured 
Complete electrical services 
www.johnpmchughelectric.com
Jmchugh447@gmail.com 

Chimneys • Fireplaces 
Cellar Floors • Restoration
French Drains • Repointing

Free Estimates, Lic. & Ins.

Local References

Phil - 617-230-3490

Ryan 
Masonry

SERVICE DIRECTORY

ADRENALINE
RUSH!

1-800-GO-GUARD • www.1-800-GO-GUARD.com 

You’ll also get career training 
and money for college. If you’re 
ready for the excitement, join 
the Army National Guard today.

Single trundle bed set - 2 
bureaus & 1 night stand, 

sm. microwave w/cart, sm. 
bookshelf, sm. rolling cart, 

4 tier metal stand and more  
for more info call Mary @ 

617-242-0555 
can send photos 

MOVING SALE

• 123 
APTS. FOR 

RENT

BUILDING 
FOR SALE

LYNN - 2 bedroom, 1 
bath, kitchen, living room 
$1800 month includes 
heat & hot water. Call 
Vipul 781-218-9706
4/1
---------------
REVERE Beachmont - 
Available now. 
3BR, 2BA, LR, Kit, 
Laundry in bldg., Sec 8 
approved. $2500 incl. 
heat 339-224-3839
3/25
-----------------
WINTHROP - Ft. Heath 
Apts. - Ocean View
1 & 2 BR apts. in mod. 
shoreline bldg.
Non-smoking/no pets. 
Steps to beach, minutes to 
Boston.
Pool, billiards, exercise 
facility, lounge, pkg.
Heat & HW incl. 617-846-
7300 Debra.
3/19
--------------
WINTHROP - 1BR, open 
concept KIT/LR, lg. Deck 
w/views. Walk to T, close 
to beach. Cat OK. $1500 
includes util. Dep. Req’d. 
Must see! 617-682-6498 
3/26
-------------------
CHELSEA - Shurtleff St. 
- 3&4 BR Apt., gas heat, 
lead cert. Sec 8 OK, No 
smoking, no pets 781-
844-1133
4/1

REVERE
Great Location
2 Store Fronts 1 4BR Apt. 
5 open Pkg. spots
$950.000
617 785 7027

• 272 GEN’L  
HELP  

WANTED

------------------------------
NEED TO SELL Your 
House? Call to reach 
over 50,000 readers. 
Call 781-485-0588 or 
fax the ad to 781-485-
1403
------------------------------
SELLING YOUR AUTO? 
Call for our 4 week 
special! Call 781-485-
0588.
 ------------------------------ 
LOOKING FOR Great Re-
sults? Call our classified 
department. Call 781-
485-0588 or fax the ad 
to 781-485-1403
------------------------------

SOBER
HOUSING

Sober Housing Accommo-
dations
Safe and sober housing 
accommodations for men 
and women available 
now in Revere, East 
Boston and Lynn.  Call 
today 617-610-0053 or 
visit www.americasober.
com

PART TIME DRIVING 
INSTRUCTORS - Weekday 
afternoons to early 
evenings & Saturdays. 
Certified and experience 
preferred will train. Call 
Pleasant Auto School 
(781)284-4388
4/1
---------------------
DELIVERY DRIVER - Part 
Time
For a dry cleaners in 
Winthrop
Part time. 10-14 Hours 
per week.
Early afternoons Approx. 
Between 12pm-2pm
Valid driver’s license 
required & must provide 
a copy of driving record 
from RMV.
617-834-2404
--------------------------
CUSTOMER SERVICE REP. 
wanted for
Dry Cleaners in Winthrop. 
Wed-Friday afternoons. 
Please contact Mar-
co 617-834-2404
----------------------
Sociedad Latina seeks a 
Steam Team Coordina-
tor for their Umana - East 
Boston site. If interested, 
Send Resume & Cover 
Letter to juan@socie-
dadlatina.org or apply 
throughwww.sociedadlati-
na.org/careers.
3/26
------------------------
GENERAL HELP:  Full time 
or Part time available 
-Mon-Fri 8 to 4.  Laborer 
needed for Marina Ser-
vice Dept. Winthrop.  We 
are willing to train right 
candidate, mechanical 
experience helpful but 
not necessary. Please call 
617-846-1100 ask for 
Lloyd. 3/25

By Seth Daniel

State Rep. Dan Ryan is joining 
the Baker Administration in cham-
pioning an immediate effort to 
provide $10 million in assistance 
to small businesses across the state 
– an effort announced earlier this 
week in cooperation with the U.S. 
Small Business Association (SBA).

The money was announced for 
businesses that have fewer than 
50 employees, and Rep. Ryan said 
it was the right move in unprec-
edented times. He also urged 
those who can to support small 
businesses as much as possible in 
Charlestown.

“I thoroughly support the 
actions being taken by our state 
government over the past week,” 
he said. “These are unprecedented 
times we are in. I would much 
rather look back and say ‘maybe 
we did too much’ than say ‘if only 
we had done more’. With that 
said, many of our small businesses 
cannot sustain themselves with-
out money coming through the 
door. This loan program will help 
businesses bridge the gap between 

today’s uncertainty and what is 
hopefully a prosperous future. I 
thank the Governor, Speaker Bob 
DeLeo, Chair Aaron Michelwitz 
and our Senate partners for work-
ing together on this loan program 
and other issues that are before us. 
Be well. Support our local shops 
when and if you can.”

The $10 million Small Business 
Recovery Loan Fund will provide 
emergency capital up to $75,000 
to Massachusetts-based busi-
nesses impacted by COVID-19 
with under 50 full- and part-time 
employees, including nonprofits. 
Loans are immediately available 
to eligible businesses with no pay-
ments due for the first six months.  
Massachusetts Growth Capital 
Corporation (MGCC) has capital-
ized the fund and will administer 
it.

“As our administration con-
tinues to take steps to protect the 
health and safety of residents, we 
recognize the hardships facing the 
small businesses that create the 
foundation of the state’s econo-
my,” said Governor Baker. “This 
recovery loan fund is a new 
resource to help small businesses 

address emergency needs due to 
the disruption caused by the ongo-
ing COVID-19 pandemic.”

•How to Apply:
*Please complete the applica-

tion found on MGCC’s website,  
EmpoweringSmallBusiness.org. 

*Completed applications can 
be sent via email to mgcc@mass-
gcc.com with the subject line 
“2020 Small Business Recovery 
Loan Fund.”

*MGCC can be reached by 
email: mgcc@massgcc.com

•Loan Fund Details:
*Who Qualifies: Open to 

Massachusetts-based business-
es impacted by COVID-19 with 
under 50 full- and part-time 
employees, including nonprofits 
(negative impact must be verifi-
able).

*Terms and Conditions: This 
fund is being offered with no pay-
ments due for the first six months, 
then 30-months of principal and 
interest payments and no prepay-
ment penalties.

*Businesses can apply for loans 
up to $75,000.

State announces $10 million in small 
business assistance for COVID-19 damages
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All women over 40 should have 

a mammogram once a year. 

Breast cancer found early 

offers the best chance to be 

cured. Free or low cost 

mammograms are available. 

Mammograms 
Save Lives.

All women over 40 should have a mammogram once a 
year. Breast cancer found early offers the best chance to 
be cured. Free or low cost mammograms are available. 

For more information and answers to any of your cancer 
questions, contact us any time, day or night.

www.cancer.org
1.800.ACS.2345
Hope.Progress.Answers.®
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Mammograms 
Save Lives. 

All women over 40 should 

have a mammogram once a 

year. Breast cancer found 

early offers the best chance 

to be cured. Free or low cost 

mammograms are available. 

For more information and 

answers to any of your cancer 

questions, contact us any time, 

day or night.

For more information and answers to any of your cancer questions, 

contact us any time, day or night.

www.cancer.org        1.800.ACS.2345

Hope.Progress.Answers.®

TO PLACE YOUR AD 781-485-0588

BUYER 1            SELLER 1                ADDRESS              PRICE

Weber, Ari S 334 Bunker Hill RT    334-336 Bunker Hill St        $1,600,000

Ryan, Timothy           Dooley, Frank 27-37 Chestnut St #106         $880,000

Zovich, Alyksander        Virzi, Matthew    35 Mead St #1              $635,000

R e a l  E s t a t e  Tr a n s f e r s

Elite
253 Main St. • Charlestown • 617-241-5566

www.c21elite.com
Sales • Rentals • Free Market Analysis

Certified Buyer Agents

Edward 
Hugh 

Blaikie
May 11, 1952 - February 24, 2020

C H A R L E S T O W N  B E A T

POLICE/COMMUNITY MEETING: Meet the police & discuss public 
safety issues on the last Wednesday of every month at the police station, 20 
Vine Street, at 6:00 p.m., 2nd floor, community room.
POLICE RELATED INFO: Contact the District A-1 Community Service 
Office at 617-343-4627. 
REPORT DRUG DEALING: Contact the District A-1 Confidential Drug 
Line at 617-343-4879.
CHARLESTOWN POLICE STATION: Contact at 617-343-4888. 
RESERVE THE COMMUNITY ROOM: Contact Christine Vraibel at 
christine.vraibel@pd.boston.gov.

The B-Smart meeting and 
the Charlestown Public Safety 
Meeting both held on the last 
Wednesday of the month at 11 
a.m. and 6 p.m., respectively, will 
be cancelled until further notice.

Larceny
03/09/20 – A victim on Decatur 

Street reported two male suspects 
opened her firs-floor window, 
reached in and stole her cat. She 
was able to see the suspects and 
stated that the cat was choking as 
they ran away.

Larceny
03/09/20 – A victim on First 

Avenue who stated someone stole 
a 6-by-12-foot trailer that was 
parked on Pier 6. A video shows 
a U-haul pulling up to the dock 
while unknown suspect(s) used a 
walkway to avoid cameras. The 
matter is under investigation.

Breaking and Entering – Motor 
Vehicle

03/13/20  - A victim on 
Concord Street reported unknown 
suspect(s) broke into his car and 
stole medication from the front 
console.

By Jill Gonzalez,             WalletHub 

analyst

•Ask Your Bank for Help
“Many banks and credit unions 

have stated they are willing to 
offer assistance to people who 
face temporary financial hardship 
due to the coronavirus,” said Jill 
Gonzalez, WalletHub analyst. 
“These might include measures 
like being able to skip a payment, 
having temporarily lower rates, 
getting fees waived or having a 
credit line increase. If you find 
yourself struggling financially, call 
customer service to make your 
case. Make sure to clearly and 
politely articulate the reasons for 
your hardship.”

 •Focus on Maximizing Savings
“Most people’s jobs aren’t 

immune to the coronavirus. So, it’s 
a good idea to set aside as much 
money as you can from each pay-
check in case coronavirus impacts 

your ability to work or causes you 
to have additional medical expens-
es,” said Jill Gonzalez, WalletHub 
analyst. “Even beyond the current 
situation, it’s always good to have 
an emergency fund. Avoid pan-
icking about stocks, too, and just 
remember that it’s only a matter 
of time until the virus runs its 
course.”

 •Take Advantage of Travel 
Insurance but Know the Limits

“If your travel provider cancels 
a trip because of the coronavirus, 
a ‘trip cancellation or interruption’ 
policy might help you get your 
money back,” said Jill Gonzalez, 
WalletHub analyst. “Some credit 
cards offer this benefit for free, 
though issuers have been cutting 
back in recent years. Keep in mind 
that if you cancel your own trip 
out of fear of the virus, your 
insurance policy probably won’t 
cover you unless you have cover-
age for canceling ‘for any reason’ 

or doctor’s orders to quarantine 
yourself.”

 •Use Credit Cards, Not Cash
“Though there’s not much 

evidence to show that touching 
cash spreads coronavirus, it’s the-
oretically possible, and the Federal 
Reserve has been quarantining 
bank notes from Asia. China also 
burned some of its currency that 
had been circulated through the 
Wuhan area,” said Jill Gonzalez, 
WalletHub analyst. “Using a credit 
card’s contactless capability may 
help give consumers more peace 
of mind. Plus, credit cards can be 
used for online purchases, allow-
ing consumers to avoid shopping 
at crowded stores. In addition, 
consumers that decide to stock up 
on essential items and spend more 
than usual in the coming months 
can recoup some of that expense, 
and get some extra time to pay, by 
using a rewards credit card.”

Courtesy WalletHub

Money tips to stay safe from Coronavirus

INDEPENDENT
THE

N E W S P A P E R S

 

Size: 160x600 IAB
$30000 per month/per site

3 SPOTS AVAILABLE 
ON EACH SITE  

JUST A CLICK AWAY

reverejournal.com• winthroptranscript.com 
lynnjournal.com • everettindependent.com • eastietimes.com 

chelsearecord.com • charlestownbridge.com • beaconhilltimes.com
northendregionalreview.com • thebostonsun.com
jamaicaplaingazette.com • missionhillgazette.com

Traffic reports available upon request

Call your Rep. at 781-485-0588

First Come - First Served

Sales Rep Ext
Deb x101   Kathy x110   Maureen x103   Sioux x125   Peter x106

$30000 per month/per site

12 COMMUNITIES TO CHOOSE FROM

Combo Rates available! 
Buy any 3 sites, get 4th FREE
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1 Earn a $400 bonus when you open a new Performance or Performance Plus Checking Account with a $10 minimum opening deposit between 
1/13/20 and 3/31/20 and complete the following requirements within each of the first full three calendar months following the date the new 
account is funded: (1) Receive cumulative direct deposits totaling $1,000 or more. Qualifying direct deposits are electronic deposits of your 
paycheck, pension or government benefits from your employer or the government. Person- to-person and bank transfers between your 
Cambridge Savings Bank accounts or accounts you have at other financial institutions do not qualify. (2) Complete 5 posted and cleared debit 
transactions, including checks paid, debit card transactions, wire transfers, or ACH debits. For example, a qualifying account type opened and 
funded during the month of January must complete the requirements in the months of February, March and April in order to qualify for the 
bonus. New account funding must be completed by 3/31/20. You must not currently have a Cambridge Savings Bank personal checking account 
or have had one in the last 12 months. A $400 credit will be made to your checking account within 30 days of completing requirements as long 
as qualification conditions are met and the account remains open in good standing. The Performance Plus Checking Account has a 0.05% 
Annual Percentage Yield (APY). APY is accurate as of 1/13/20. Rate is variable and may change after account opening and fees may reduce 
earnings. Minimum balance to obtain the APY is $10. No minimum balance is required to receive the bonus. The value of the bonus will be 
reported to the IRS as interest. Limit one bonus per household. Offer cannot be combined with any other offers and may be withdrawn at any 
time. All other rules and regulations for checking accounts apply.

VISIT US IN BRANCH OR ONLINE  
CAMBRIDGESAVINGS.COM/400CASH
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WHEN YOU OPEN & USE A NEW CHECKING ACCOUNT.

$400
WHAT’S BETTER 

THAN THIS?
1

C S B  C H E C K I N G


